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Lord High Chancellor .... Lord Eldon. 
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with yourselves, and not l»ith the House of Conimon!i, that a Reform in Fbrliameot-iiiust 
“ oripnnte.”—Sik Hs^nv St. John MildmaV’s Speech, at the Essex Mee||ng, 1st July, 1809. 

1 ] --------—-^-- [2 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

• 

jiissEX Meeting. —It wa\ my intention 
to havQ published, this week, niy Fifth 
LetteIi to the People of Hampshire, con- 
'.'Siiking a practical view of the sort qf 
Rejdit/tm.in the House of Commons, which 
is so manifestly wanted, and which is so 
loudi^ called for byeall the uncorrupted 
part of the nation ; but, there are several 
other topics,^hich will libt well admit of 
delay, amongst which is ih'e jate Meeting in 
the County of Essex, which will, indeed, 
Pe found to be vo^ closely connected 
•(tith the subject of Reform, but which it 
would not be desirable ta introduce into 
the series of Letters devoted exclusively 
to the discussion of that subject. Next 
week, and the week after, I intend to pub¬ 
lish two Letters, addressed to the King, upon 
sublets of fhe greatest importance to him 
as well as to his people, and in which 
Letters I shall, I am convinced, st$te such 
facts as will surprize and fill with iivd’g- 
nation all those who do not, profit from 

the monstrous abuses I shall develope.- 

At page 1010 of the foregoing volume, 
will be found two veryainteresting docu¬ 
ments relative to the conduct of the SHE¬ 
RIFF ofEssex, who refused to call aCounty 
Meeting, first, upon the ground of the 
subscribers* not having designated them- 

freeholders, and oi i\\e inhabitants hav¬ 
ing been summoned as well ajthe free¬ 
holders; and, sfcond»(when the first ob¬ 
jection was removed) u[»on the ground df 

an application conveyed to him, from a 
**« great numbeP of persoifs, in various parts 
" oPffll county, expressing an opinion, 
" that such Meeting was unnecessarj/ and 
" inexpedient." In my last, I observed 
upon*the,effect of conduct like this, if [t 
was permitted to have any weight iiwpre-; 
' venting meetings of the people. If it was 
necess.ary to have the assent of the Sheriff 
tn bold a meeting of the people, it is 
ifiaai^t, that there would be no meetings, 
except such as were held at the dfesire, or 
command, of the ministry, the Sheriff 
being, nqy^-a-days, appointed, in feet, by 
Bunistry, who, of course, take care to 
“ • ^ 


appoint to that officjj none but those who 
are decidedly of their own politics, «id, 
indeed, who are their own partizans.—— 
The Meeting in Essex, owing to the good 
sense and resolution of the gentlemen 
and yeomen of the county, and especially 
owing *to the perseverance of Jlla. liun- 
GOYNE, did, however, take place, on Saturn 
dfty laflst, the 1st instant; and, from all 
that I can learn of*it, it appears to have 
been one of the most respectable, as well as 
most numerous meetings, which has been- 
held in the kingdora.*-y-The Resolutions 
which were passed, will be found, under 
the proper, head, in another part of this 
sheet. The discussion of them seems to 
have been very animated and able; and, 
it is with great satisfaction that 1 see that 
Sir Henry Mildmay was in the chair. Hi» 
conduct will be greatly blamed by the 
venal tribe in Hampshire, and particularly 
by the political parsons, who will, 1 dare 
say, take off t’other bottle in drinking to 
his perdition; but, even upon principles 
of self-preservation, he is evidently right. 
If, indeed, the chances were great against 
his living more than a couple of years, it 
might be thought hardly worth while t« 
give himself any trouble about a Reform 
of the Parliament; but having, in all pro¬ 
bability, forty or fifty y^ars to live, and a 
family t(f bring into the world and to sup¬ 
port, and not having in view any means 
of getting back again, in place or pension, 
any portion of what is takeh ^om him in 
taxes; thus situated, and foreseeing,-as 
every man, in his senses, must foresee, 
that, if this system of taxation go on, the 
property will, in the course of afiQther 
twenty or thirty years, all pass fi'pm the 
hands of fhe St. Johits and the Mildmays 
into those of the Huskissoifc, the Robert 
Wards, the Cannings and the H units; 
foreseeing this, and desirous tft be able to 
keep Jiorse to ride as long as be lives, 1» 
must naturally wish fdV such a Reform ia 
Parliament as will prevent fhe said tran^ 
lev of property, or, ratl\pr, put a stop to it, 
the thing being actually*now goil^ «t». 
Only obsei've how it works. Sir Henry 
Mildmay payi JOO/. a year, ibr 
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in property-tax; that is to say, 500/. worth 
of his properly is yiken from him evei^ 
year, in this ort^^oft of tax*; imtl the two 
Hunns, Mr. Caniuiig’s sisters, ^alte oH just 
that sum annually, and arc so to take it 
oft' for life, unless a reformation take place. 
This is jnecisely the feme as if the two 
Hunns had a mortgage upon' Sir Henry’s 
estate to the principal amount of 10 , 000 /.; 
and} must he not, then, be a downright fool, 
as to his own plain common-sense interests?, 
not to see, that a Reform would be a good 
thing ? I know that we shall be told, that 
it is not Sir Henry alone, who pays the 
Hunns; but, that, according to oui^means, 
we all contribute towards their' inain- 
lenance, in the same inajpner, that the peo¬ 
ple of a parish contribute towards the 
maintenance of paupers. Very true; but, 

1 have supposed a case of transfer in the 
shape of property f«.r only; and, as it has 
been proved to the satisfaction of every 
rea.«onable man, that the whole of that tax 
may be saved, it matters not whether we 
consider Sir Henry’s share of the property, 
thus taken from him, as being distributed 
amongst a thousand persons, or as being 
all transferred to two. It has been jnoved, 
that the whole of the ))ropcrty tax might 
be saved; the pension of the Hunns would, 
most assuredly, form one of the objects of 
curtailecl expeiue; and, therefore, it is 
quite fair to consider Sir Henry Mildmay 
as maintaining tlie two Hunns. So that, 
whatever the political jiarsons may say; 
however they may lift up their eyes and 
hands lit this “strange” conduct in the 
young Baronet; however deeply they,may 
deplore his having been seduced from the 

{ jood path in which they hoped* to have 
ed him, and from those princijiles which 
would have enabled lliem to extract half a 
dozen fat,bucks from him every season, 
together with the suitable accompani¬ 
ments ;fhowcver,they may, when they 
find him escaped from'their clutches, be- 
stovj ftpon him their curses in the form of 
blessings; whatever they may .say, and 
whatever they may fto, lie wilUhapdly be 
persuaded to wbaudon his present Sine of 
conduct. In vain would the political p«r» 
sons (who ‘are all well patronized), per¬ 
suade him, that they share with him in the 
loss of propert'?; (riiatthey pay their quota 
towards the maintenance of the Hunns ; 
for, he cannot fail to peiceive, that what 
the church los^s -in this way it gains in 
grants. It has its tythes and its glebes 
*nd its estates taxed but, *it comes to 
pacliaraeot, as it has done twice wUhintthese \ 


four years, and obtains a grant from tlie 
public pui%e to make up for what it pays 
in taxes. Well may the drarch cry out 
against those, who object to heavy takes, 
and say: “ vse are very well as we 
The beneficed clergy are, indee^d, ver^,, 
well; because most of them have livings 
heaped upon them; and, because they | 
can come to the House of Commons fof 
grants to make up for what thej^ pay in 
taxes; but the we does not apply to- (he 
people, who*are compelled to pay the 
share of the parsons and their ow\i share 

too.-The Resolution, respecting Pa^ 

liamenfary Refonn, which, it appears,'was ' 
moved by Mr. Holt White, .does ‘him. 
and the meeting who adopted it very great 
honour. There are few men, very ffew in* 
de(;d, better qualified for such a task than 
Mr. Wliite, and 1 am veryfiappy to see, 
that he has taken an active part in Essex. 

- 1 stall', upon unqyestronable authority’;* 

that, for a week before the meeting, a b^t 
canvass had been carried on to keep peo¬ 
ple from attending it. That the stewards 
of placed and pensioned landlords; 
Magistrates tmd Militia Officers, Revenue • 
Officers, Stamp-Distributors, and all the 
numerous swarm employed inChe Barracks 
and Couiracts of various descriptions,*bad 
been imi the alert for many days before 
the meeting took place; hut that, not¬ 
withstanding these precautions, the Shire 
Hall was crowded, and also tlic great en¬ 
trance to it as far as any one could hear 

or see.-It is jj'ortliy of remark, that the 

resolution respecting a Reform of Parlia¬ 
ment received more a[)|)lause than any of 
the vest. This was, indeed, quite natural; 
but, it is pleasing to find, that the cause is 

every where so well understood.-In 

Sussex, it is said, die same game of a com- 
ier-regumtion (as tljey have the effrontery 
•to call it), is npw playing to prevent a 
meeting, and that their Sherifti too, has ' 
refused, under ^lis pretence, to call on^; 
but, the enemies of corruption wiP, .laubt- 
less, follow the example of the people in, 
Essex, and call a meeting without the 

Sheriff!-It is good to remark, that in 

Su^ex as well as in Es.sex, the ^pur/y-nfen, ‘ 
on both sides, are equally opposed to 
meeting, and most strongly reprobate the 

intention to call one.-Mr. Burgoyne 

stated, at the Essex Meeting, that the 
names sth the “ counter-requisitiSn,” he 
found, upon exathination, to be, in many 
instances, false; in others, improperly ob-f 
tained ; some by the abuse of the c/ertiraf^ 
character to political purposes, and that. 
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too, WMn in thechvrch or vestty. The Clergy i 
locally appear to have thrown awAy the scab¬ 
bard. Thejr seem to have made up their 
[piods rather to see t]ie whole thing go to 
v^ck, than to suffer a Reform to take place. 
/TTwould, perhaps, not be difficult to find 
out theVeason; ‘but be the reason what it 
may, the fact manifestly is, that, of all the 
-•warious descriptions who dread a Reform of 
the parliament, none appear to dread it so 
nrntjt as the Clergy. But, need we won¬ 
der at this, when we see hofW Dr. O'Meara 
and Beazeley and others were working 
fcr preferment? How many of those, who 
'lia^e obtained benefices, have obtained 
them,'hy. similar means, it is impossible 
for IK to say ; but, this we dp knav, that 
ther#has not been one single aemion pub¬ 
lished against the corruptions and other 
abominationt that have recently come to 
vitght. Nothing is more unjust than to con- 
■•^emn men by classes ; but, what are we 
to do, when we iheet with so many of 
tffe clergy amongst cur bitterest ene- 
mi^? There are some, and evtn many, 
Uiwic clergy who are friends of Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform ; I have a letter of one 
before me at this moment; I know many 
more of tfie same description ? but, we 
in®t follow the rule, and not the ex¬ 
ception. The conduct of a few gvight be- 
passed over in silence for the sake of the 
many; but, it is the many who are ouiPene- 
mies, and, therefore, ifour efltprcssions of 
Resentment are, in some cases, too gene¬ 
ral, the fault is with the clerical profes¬ 
sion, and not with us. * The sentiment, 
expressed by Sir Henry Mildmaj'^, as 
quoted in my motto, is, to be sure, so just, 
that every one must agree to it; yet the 
public-robbers have been continually pub¬ 
lishing against it, as if it contained some¬ 
thing of a seditious and even of*a rebellious 
nature. But, is it not Rovvnright stupid ity,to 
^ suppose, that a reform of any abuse, be its 
i nature and tgxtent what they may, will 
'bri^Jg^e with those who are practising 
the said abuse ? The party so practising 
may, possibly, upon being applied to, 
discontinue an abuse; but, ifIgfuo itself, is 
it dot foolish in the extreme toeiqpectit 
to reform ? Apply this doctrine to Buona¬ 
parte ; and who is brute enough to sup¬ 
pose, that he will- give up any part of his 
conquests, until he he forced to do it ? But 
our ffublic-robbers would fain pej'suade us, 
tl^t the House of Commons will reform 
^ i^lf withput even being asked to do it. 1 
* am for asking them to reform themselves; 


which would give weight to my applica¬ 
tion ; and this, 1 trust, when the tune for 
the application arrive^} wijl be the opinion 
of the whole nation. • •• 

Mk. Wardle’s Speech, on the subject 
of saving eleven millions annually, bag 
been published in* a pamphlet. It is too 
long for insertion here, and, therefore, for 
the present, 1 shall content myself with 
inserting from the plimphlet a recapitula¬ 
tion of the several sums he proposes to 
save. 

RECAPITULATION OF SAVINGS ON 


Household troops, two regiments 

.£.73,317 

0 

0 

Dragoofi guards, - dragoons, and 
light ditto. 

34(T,000 

0 

0 

foreign corps. 

1,005,017 

0 

0 

Subsidy annually paid pount Meu- 
ron for continuing his regimeqt 
in his Majesty’s service. 

.3,000 

300,000 

0 

0 

Militia of the United Kingdom... 

0 

0 

Staff of fifteen small MiliUa corjis 
reduced. f. . 

10,000 

0 

0 

Ix>cal Militia ..*.. 

700,000 

0 

0 

Volunteers of the United Kingdom 1,000,00(1 

0 

0 

Royal Waggon Train. 

48,99.3 

0 

0 

Manx.Fencibles. 

24,r84 

0 

0 

Staff of the Army. 

200,000 

0 

0 

Recruiting Staff,Levies .and Boun¬ 
ties . 

200,000 

0 

0 

Army Agency. 

51,075 

0 

0 

War office. 

24,000 

0 

0 

Pay office. 

2.4,000 

0 

0 

Contract horse.s. 

299,083 

0 

0 

Fortifications and repairs at home 

500,000 

0 

0 

Medical department and annual 
loss of men. 

200,000 

0 

0 

Coniraissariat. 

500,000 

0 

0 

Barracks. 

350,000 

0 

0 

Army clothing. 

270,000 

0 

0 

On tile collection of the revenue 
in Great'Britain. 

1,051,930 

0 

0 

On ditto ditto in Ireland... 

388,367 

0 

0 

Onnmissioners and Auditors of 
Publii^ccounts.f,.... 

70,000 

0 

9 

Bank, the sum charged for the 
Management of the National 
Debt.. 

210,594 

0 

0 

Pensions and Offices executed by 
deputy. 

too,000 

0 

a 

Bounties. 

150,000 

0 

0 

Colonics... 

• 500,000 

0 

0 

Catholic Emancipation. 

2,000,008 

• 

0 

0 

10,693,563* 

0 

0 


Expenditure of the Navy for tlif 
, year ending Jan. A, 1809, 
17,467,89'2Lone third of which 
is..'T, 822,630 13 


** Total Savings...*.16,516,193 13 4 

Now, it appears from this, that the pro¬ 
posed sum might be*sjwed without any 
saving at all in the naval department, which 
is one of the great head.s of expcn liture, 

Vut, I am for dciing it througii a channel | and in which tjfere is^ it is, on all handa, 
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aj^reed, incredible waste.-Mr. WardU^ 

ill his speech, made^ particular mention oi 
the article oCcaywa-''.'!? which'was supplied 
by the very per.son, tvho refc'civgd a salary 
as inspector ofcativass. In answer to this, 
he was told, that, if he had gone to the 
Admiralty and pointed«out this abuse, it 
would have becti coriocted. lSo ; a mem- 
• her of |)ariiament «as to go and kick his 
hee4K in Mr. Robert Ward's Anti-chamber, 
till the great rnsM) was at leisure to hear his 
complaints! But, who ever heard ol’any 
redress being obtained in this way ? Who 
is fooii.sh enough to suppose, that sm h ap- 
plii^ations would allbrcl the .smallest thancc 
of redress^ Ifauyomi is foolish enobgli, 
let him look at the late of Atkinc, th» 
Barrack-Master in tlTe Isle of Wiifht. 


The public roblit‘t ‘!5 viow say, in their seve¬ 
ral publicatibns, that they did not want to 
be told, that a great saving of expence 
might be made, provided we would dis¬ 
band a considerubk. part of mr forces, and 
ihcrcl^ exjmst; otirsehes to the consequences of 
invasion. This is their grand fallacy; it is 
what they are cirrulating in all directions. 
Buti from the Ibrogoing recapitulation, it 
will be .seen* that, .supposing the troops, 
wh ich Mr. Wardle would disband, to be 
necessary to our safety, the saving from 
that source makes but a comparatively 
small part of the whole of the savings 
proposed to be made. There is 80,000/. a 
year paid to people for over-looking accounts, 
when it is evident that it is the business, 
the great and peculie.r l-usincss of mem¬ 
bers of parliament to examine into the 
manner in whii h the public money is ex¬ 
pended. Wliat are they sent to parlia¬ 
ment for, if it be dot for that f Ami, after 
being elected for the purpo.se of guarding 
the public purse, they pay 80,0007, of the 
public money to others to examine into 
public accounts; and, notwithstanding 
this/enormous expence, it is stated, that 
there iftie, at this time, accounts to the 
amount of FOUR HUNDRED AND 
fifty unsettled ! Why. this very 
circumstance alone 'proves, aisd must 

I rrove, to any<nan at all conv6rsant in 
>usincss, that the loss and ivdste "must be 
immense.—.^Tlie consequence of keep¬ 
ing in tovv this ma.ss of floating accounts, 
k, that the accountants arc, all the while, 
li^dd ijn ^ state oi'most abject dependence upon 
qf the day ; a dependence, 
V’hi4h, this bhur, many a man inherits 
froin his all his property being 

answeramd for Is'hat was^don'’e thirty or 
fortjbyears ago. This seems to besalmost 


too much to believe ; but the fart li soj 
I rememb^, that, in 1300, ah American, 
a friend of mine, came to EngBind in order 
to assist in getting passed the accounts <if 
Oeiieral Dalrym^e, who had been Ouatsi 
ter-Master-Generalin America, du|ingth(r 
American tvar, which began in 1776; 
and I know, that these accounts were not 
finally passed till some time irt ISO.'!;" 
that IS to say, till twenty years after the 
close of the American war. This*'is, a 
trifle to the age of some accounts, I art 
told. Is it not impossible that a'nation 
should not be ruined at this rate of gojn^ 
on ? Or will the public robbers ^teiffjjt 
to make us believe, that these ^sity-ftlct: 
hundreds of millions, and an endlcsj* train 
of dependents growing out of this abuse ; 
will they attempt to make ns believe, that 
these constitute part of our jorccs, part of 
what is to defend us against invasion .? Ari' 
instance of the loss sq^itaincil by this sys* 
tern of accounts has recently come d'“ 
light in the ca.se of Jo;in Bowles and bis 
brother Dutch Commissioners, wh^ it 
now appcai;s, snacked ten thousand pomd» 
each the first year; tliat is to s-Ay, Jlfty 
thousand pounds. These are a (lart ot llie 
'■forces,” tiiat Mr. Ward to wmhes to dis¬ 
band, and will the robbers pretend, fliat 
these ai« necessary to drieiid us against 

Buopaparte ?-Then there is a good 

quarter of a million to In* .saved by' the 
cutting off of iinineritcd sinecvires, pen- 
.sions, and reversions. Atid w'ill thif public 
robbers attempt tp persuade us, that Ladt 
Louisa Paget, w/iVtsLAov Louisa Ukski.ne, 
who is a pensioner at 300/. a year, under 
ilte former name, u[>on the English list, and 
at another .3()0/. a year, tinder the latter 
name, upon the Scotch list; will the public- 
robbers attempt to per-suade us, that this 
pensioned^ diVughterj of the earl of Ux¬ 
bridge, or that the two Hunns, or Mrs. 
Emily Huskisson, or Mr.s. What's her., 
name Wahu, or iny of the endless lisj- 
of those who are lastencd upon us without 
any reason assigned; will the public-rob¬ 
bers, either in town or country, have the 
impudence io reckon these amongst^the 
fforces^ which Mr. Wardle wisheS to dis¬ 
band, and w'hich are necessary to defend the . 
country against invasion T Will they tell us, 
that the enormous sinecures of Lords Arden» 
Buckinghamshire, Camden, Bathusst, Li¬ 
verpool, •Marquis of Buckingham, *Mar- 
qui| Wellesley, and those of the Seymo^^ 
autf Wellesleys and De Blaqtrieres, &d. 
&c. &c. &c. &c. See. to the filling of A 
larger than the New Teetameiit; wlH 
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the robbers tell us^ that these are part of ^ 
liur^rces, and that to <^»ftandfthem will 
expose us t<e </«• danger', of ima$i(mf Will 

S bers have the ijnpuilence tc^tell us 
rather think they will.—There w^as 
d, w.hich Mr. Wardle did not touch 
upon, a\id which calls for the attention of 
the public, without delay; namely, that 
i^f the Crown Lands, that is to .say, lands, 
houses, manors, and royalties belonging 
icrthf ptti/tc. These lands, &c. formerly 
supported the king and royal family. They 
forrned^hu hereditary estate of the kings 
0 # England and Scotland ; and, upon tiiat 
",e they lived, never coining to the 
■ any money, except ior extra- 

ordinfry national purposes, such as war, 
or any great undertaking. Latterly the 
thing has been changed. , The parliament 
gave the king and bis family nioncv out 
^I ’the taxes, and took the *111001110 of the 
tiereditary estate for the use of the public. 

The estate still go5s under the name of 
Crown Lands ; but, the fact is, that it is a 
real/state belonging to the jniblic, and 
af.'i^iich the parliament may (iispose as it 
pleases.—Now, tlien, let us see what this 
estate yields us annually. Let us see what 
it hrings intp the Exchequer, that is to say, 
inl(3 tlic pocket of tlie public. It used 
formeriy to maintain, in great ^art, at 
least, the ro 3 'al family and all the hous*:> 


proving his Majeg. 

Woods and 

Forests! a .12,510 

Balance remai 111 i!g in * ' 

the hands of the 

Receiver...*..30,873 li llj 

-.55,745 9 fi| 

Paid into the Excheqidr, or. Pocket 
of the public ..—966 13 4. 


• • 


hold and ofticers of the king. In li^t of 
it the public allows tlie king %n immense 
.sum of money; aruiually, and to the dif¬ 
ferent branches of hi.s family tiie sum is 
not much Ics.s. Wcdl, vvljat does this fa¬ 
mous estate yield us ? What do we get an¬ 
nually out of all llicse buildings, .streets, 
farms, manors, forests, and royalties, the 
very list of wh ich occupies many pages in folio ? 
What do they all yield us f Why, 9(J6/. 1 
Kd. No more. The same sum e#ery j^ear. 
Let us see the items.of the account for opp 
^ear; the year ending o\i the 5lh of Ja- 
.nuary, 180.5. , The ^th,o( January, you 
will accounts of our 

stevyards are like those of no other mortal. 

C«r>WN LaSD^^. 

Balance in hand Inst year.;ff21,5i3 13 9J 

^ (iiee, they reckon with us to a 

failliing.) • 

. Gross receipt within the year.3.5,163 9 1 


Total.56,712 

Deduct. 

Cbar^e^of manage- 

tnent ..... 2,345 5 9% • 

Peuaions and stipends 
. pftid out of t(je l.ind 

. revenue ..10,008 18 H 

BxpeFces incurred in 
ucuring and iw-* 


2 10 ^ 


• • 


There it is; and, tRe sum paid intwth* 
pocket of the public is precisely the same 
for the three years succeeding, that i.s to 
say, irom January 180.5 to January 1808, 
notvyiih.staiidingn)aiiyH«u leases have been 
letsineetbat time, and notwithstanding the 
immense qnantitj' ol'timber and bark that has 
been sold, and the high prices at which 
they have been sokl, or at least might liav« 
been sold. What! is tfie gross receipt 
from this estate hut 35,(X)0 and some odd 
pounds‘a year ? I^should sup[>ose that 
it riiight be^made to bring a hundred 
times thesinn. Let the ijroperty be sold ; 
it would, including the timber, fetch twen¬ 
ty millions of money at the hammer ; and 
it sold year after 3 ’ear, in a judicious man¬ 
ner, 1 should not be surpri.sed it it brought 
three times that sum. But, only think of 
its yielding clear to the public the pitifuJ 
sum of y861. 13s. dd. a year I Why give 
us that sum ? Why not carry that along 
in the balance r Twelve thousand pounds 
in one year for “ securirsg and imjiroving 
the woods and forests !” What! y^ad no 
credit given us ti>r timber and barkcut and 
sold? Or. is that included in the 
1 ,3.s. ad. ? Oh ! those are brave stewards 
that we have ! You see, though the estate 
is so large, they' bring their accounts to 
balancewto a farthing. \Ve, who live in 
Hampshire, see a little aliout the manage¬ 
ment of “ woods and forests.” There is, 
for instance, a pretty stnaslvo^imber this 
year, in the Holt Fori:st. Will that 
bringiLs, poor fellows, onl}' 906/. 13i. 4t/. ? 
Is the amount of timber and bark Hot in¬ 
cluded in the.se accounts ? Where* |hcn, 
is it to be found ? If it does no^ come 
under tint head of Crown Lands, it comes 
no wliere. Some timber may' be sent to 
I the Dock Yards^; but, the bark, I presume, 
is not; and that is worth ntufily as much 
as the timber. Besides, yve see, every 
year,*adverti*ements dor the sale of rim- 
btr as vvtdl as bark in the public torestt, 
——Upon the whole tljis is a very pretty 
concern. It is, I thliilr, a fact worth 
bearing in mind, .that an estate, in lieu of 
which the ‘pubjjc give.i hundreds qf thou¬ 
sands a year, yields to that public exactlj 
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96G/. 13*.+d. a year. Tell me not of the the last week, that, indeed, is anothe{ 
balance in hand. \Yhat is the balance to matter; because there we have evidence 
ns, if it be nevctj paM to us'J We see it legally given. From the proceedings, as 
has been kept in hand for fouf succeed- published in the Statesman, where 1 fin^ 
ing years ; and, why should we suppose, the trial the most fully reported, it apssJS^., 
that it is ever intended to be paid us? that one Weight, an Upholsterer, )j!foughl\ 
Upon referring back, f find, that, from a^ action against Mr. Wardle for the 
the year 1803 (which is as tar as I have the amount of goods furnished Mrs. Clarke 
• accounts now at hand) the sum paid into by Mr. Wardle’s order. The giving of 
lhe4ixchequer has been this precise 966/. this order Mr. Wardle denies, and,-pf 
1 3 s. 4d. and that a balance has always been course, defends the action. Mrs. 
carried on in the hands of the Receiver, and Wright brother of the plainiJfl), are 
as above-stated. Is not this pretty work ? the witnesses to the order .beingVgiven; 
AikI why, except to puzzle and confuse, and the jury, with some exceptions ro 
fix upon ^this odd sum of 966/, 13#. W. ? the charges, hnd a verdict for the 

Why not give us a thousand a year, for -Upon the supposition, thahvtifc V.-^ 

the estate? Wa%,there ever anything dence given be the then Mr. \Tardle 
BO absurd as this altogetiier ? What should stands convicted ofhaving made a promise 
we think of any individual, who was to to Mrs. Clarkej or, ratlier^ to Wright, 
sulFer his afl’airs to be so managed? which he did not fulfil. In short, of havyig 
Should We not, without a dissenting voice, broken his word. That he was right in' 
pronounce his approaching .ruin ? Why giving her either goodj or money, in ordc? 
mock us with this payment of 966/. 13s. W.? to get her to divulge tbe secrets she pe‘> 
Why not keep the wliole under the name sessed, there can be no doubt. The go¬ 
of balance ? Good God ! the " (’rown vermnent openly invite us, by pecuc iary 
Lands” to yield no more than 966/. 13s. 4d. rewards, to give evidence against bi.w 

a year !-This, however, is but a sped- another, and" even to betray one another; 

men, 1 am clearly convinced, of what will as in the cases of the receipt-duty and the 
come forth, if Mr. Wardle pushes on card-duty. The question, rtierefore, is 
his inquiry; if he does not, as indeed 1 simply a question of/»reac/i f)/'/<ro?/</se,'and 
have no ffiar that he will, suffer himself to of this Mr. Wardle has most positively as- 
be wearied and disgusted by the base at- ser^d, that he will prove himself not to 

tacks, which the public robbers are making have been "uilty.-There were, it ap- 

upon him, through the means of their daily pears, tw o or more witnesses, w hich he 

and other publications.-^'Lhis is, how-- wished to have called, and whom his law- 

ever, wliat he has to expect. No man yersdidnotcalLgiotvviihstandinghisprcss- 

ever, in such a state of things, did any ing request to have tliem called.-Mr. 

public service without experiencing the Wardle will, doubtless, not delay to jmb- 
bitterne.ss of their enmity ; and, therefore, lish, in some way or other, a detailed state- 
that man is a lool who underttikcs any ment of all that has taken place, relative 
thing for the public without making , up to tl|is transaction. Until tliat is done we 
Ins mind to the meeting with every thing should be commenting in the dark; but, 
that assai^sin-like malice, joined to the 'the public wall not fail to have perceived, 
most barefaced fajsehood, can invent* and that the Attorney (General was .selected by 

execute.-The very existence of those Wright to c'Oiiduct the cause against Mr» 

who live by deceiving and robbing the Wardle; nor wifi they fail*to tall to mind^ 
people, depend upon the destruction of the the de.scription which that gentlenMui gave 
rcputaiion, at least, of such a man as Mr. of her, as a witness, when she was cKami- 
W'ardlc, and esjicfcially since he' has ned before the House of Commons. He 
pledged hiinAdf to prosecute |he great in- now seems to have thought her a very good 

quiry above-nieniioned. If he perset^rm witness! -For my part, I shall not pVe- 

in tiiat, he will succeed ; and if he sue- tend to say more upon the matter, than to 
ceed, all |)ublic-robbeiy isatanend. No express my decided conviction, that Mr. 
wonder, therefore,* that they assail him ; Wardle wall be able to prove, that what he 
cno wonder that they abuse him ; no w on- has as,serted is true. If w hat I have been 
dcTlhat they set jill their engines to work tolA be* correct, some most curious facts 
in order to blast his reputation; no wonder i’pmediately connected with this case,'Will 
that a corrupt press is constantly engaged now be communicated to the public. ' If 
ill -the work of defaming him.——As to oureuemies erred at first, they, at last, ap-i 
thtt TIilAL, vrbicfei has taken pkee, during ppar to have seen their error, and to have 



done their best to retrieve it. When they 
agreed to purchate the suppremoH qf Mrs. 
Clarke*s hookt at the price of eight or ten 
tl^andpowids in cash down to hersjlf, be- 
mnuit]/ of four hundred pounds a 
f/oirja^ife, with reversion for the lives qf her 
two daughters, and to provide for her brother; 
when they came to the point to make such 
rKjmrchase and she to make such a sale, it 
was plain, that there were few things at 
either party would stick. It was 
the sigqal, too, of reconciliation between 
her an^ her old associates ; and, such re¬ 
conciliations are usually attended with 
act of vengeance upon those who 
the cause oi the rujiture. It is 
said, liat Mrs. Clarke has demanded large 
sums ^af money from Mr. Wardle, on her 
oivn account. This I can «:arcely believe ; 
for, of all vic*s, one would notsuspect such 
■d woman of the vice of greotliness of gold ; 
rfnd pure greediness, or the instigation of 
gdicrs, it must be to’prompther to attempts 
at such extortion, after she had gotso large 
a si^ from the corruplors. There can be 
Bn??'^ubt, I think, of her having been insti¬ 
gated hj others to make these demands upon 
Mr. Wardle. I cannot believe it possible, 
that she wpuld have done it of her own 
head; but, be that as it may, Mr. Wardle 
must now' have no reserve with th^ public, 
lie must publish all that he possesses proof 
of, especially about the money tliad^ she 
received for iicr book, and aibout the con¬ 
tents of that book. 'I’his is the thing in 
w'hich the nation is interested more deeply 
than in anything else, ^nd this is what 
Mr. Wardle should, if possible, recover 
from the flames.-A correspondent ob¬ 

serves to me, that it is “ pity Mr. Wardle 
did not pay the money.” It would be a 
great pity if he had, unless, indeed, ^ie 
jironiised to pay it. If he did not, it 
would have been 3 . hiost cowardly act to 
pay it. Besides, it woifld have been folly 
in the extieni^ j for, ir^thc case supposed, 
hejnj^ht be sure, lhatdmands would never 

''fee'ase, while he had a shilling left.- 1 am 

not much surprized at any part of the 
transaction ; nor shall 1 be surprized, 
iHifess the demands upon Mr. Wardle, and 
the machinations against him, shouM now^ 
cease. Let the public bear in mind what 
weighty reasons there exist, in the breasts 
of thousands, for hating this gentleman; 
for blaring towards him a deud^ hatred j 
^d let us not forget the cunning, the exjie- 
rience, th% industry, the monk-like malignity, 
and the extensive means, of the w'retches, 
who bear him this hatred. There is, pro¬ 
bably, nothing t||klk be named,*^at 


JULY 8, 1809.— Clergy. 

they would not do. 
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in order to dettroy 
they have not the 
, jbnt^ if they coiild 


liim. Assassination 
courage to ccynmit; 

catch him asleep ati^ ^ur boiling Ica^ 
into his eau so that their own carcasses 
were safe from the consequence, my sin¬ 
cere opinion is, that there is scarcely a 
man of them who {I’ould scruple to doit. 
And, as to the instigating of others, they 
would consider the cyme of the'instigated 
as an act of godliness, and would With 
ready finger, turn to the memorable in¬ 
stance of Rahab the harlot.-My last 

words upon this subject are; give us, 
Mr. ^yal■(llc, the contents of the intended 
book of Mrs. Clarke. This is tjie w ay to 
pay olfyour and our enemies. You must, 
r should hope, have seen some of thos« 
contents. If possible givp us those con¬ 
tents ; and, if you could get us, at the 
same time, a copy of another work, of 
somcxchat the same sortf printed privately 
about two years and a half ago, it would 
add to the value of the collection. People 
may say w hat they will, but these are the 
tilings, and the only things, which this na¬ 
tion wants at this time. These books 
w'ouid be of much more real service to 
England than all the horse and foot in the 
country, not excepting the German Le¬ 
gion. I beg, Sir, to press this upon your 
mind. It is impossible, lliat all the copies 
can be destroyed. Let ns but have these 
books, and whole years of labour will be 
saved. The people will then sec things as 
they are, and as they ought to be known 
, to be, 

N. B. Some papers, sent me by M. are 
excellent; but I shall not, tht some lime, 
be able to use them to advantage. M. is 
perfeetTy right in all he says. Yes; 
lhai, is the true doctrine. Every thing 
short of it is base and stupid compromise, 
alike inimical to the king fuifWlhe people. 
The thoughts had struck me before ; but 
I do not know, that I could so w'ell have 
expressed them. The proposition res¬ 
pecting " THE w'OKTiiiEs” is self-*eyident. 
I king fur the day,^w’hen it shall Is® staled 
in the jifoper place, and in good earnest. 

^-If M. has any further reflections to 

send me, upon that interesting subject, 1 
shall be very happy to receive them. 

Bctley, 5 July, 1809. 

THE CLERGY. * . 

• • 

Sir; —At a time vvhen all honest and 
independ^it Englishmen are standing for¬ 
ward, to decUve their abhorrence of those 
corruptions which liava j:ocontlyi» been 
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proved to exist in so many departments o^ 
the state; and when^we are, from all parts 
of the kingdom,‘^i^nQing up' testimonials 
of praise and gratitude to tb95e sincere 
friends of their country, who had the cou¬ 
rage to expose before Parliament the most 
thiuneless abuse of power in the people 
who have been entrusted with the resour- 
,cea of the nation; it may be of service to 
the «au8e of truth and'honesty, if you, Mr. 
Cobbett, through the medium of your Re¬ 
gister, which is so universally read and ad¬ 
mired, do give a friendly caution to those 
men whom gratitude for past favours, or 
hopes of good things to come, induce, con¬ 
trary to the plainest common sense, and 
in opposition to 'l^e principles they pro-r 
fess, to become the abettors of iniquity, 
and the champions of every thing im¬ 
moral, indecent, and corrupt.-1 wish 

you, sir, particular!;^ to caution such of the 
time-serving ministers of our hply religion, 
as take an active part in politics, not to 
Eufler their zeal in so unworthy a cause, 
to expose them to contempt and ridicule. 

•-It is a disgraceful fact, that tliere are 

toot wanting abundance of these ministers 
who descend to busy themselves at meet¬ 
ings and elections, in a manner totally arbi¬ 
trary and unconstitutional; looking, no 
doubt, to preferment and reward at the 

hand of their worthy benefactors.-But 

these gentlemen must recollect, it is not 
for such labours that the people of Eng¬ 
land consent to give them so large a por¬ 
tion of the fruits of their labour j and 
U they hope to continue to enjoy an 
easy independence, with the resppet of tlic 
people, they wijl endeavour to present us, 
in their own lives, an example o»' piety, 
disinterestedness, and moral excellence; 
and leave the work of party and faction to 
those in whmn ambition, and the vanities 
of the world, may with less show of m- 
COi|sistency be allowed to prevail.——I 
am. Sir—Your great admirer and humble 
Servant) John Boll. 

P. S-1 avoid thd" inentiop of names, 

or of place, as kthink the good proposed 
may be eiiectcd without wouiuling the feel¬ 
ings of any individual particularly, not 
being actuated by a spirit of party or 
malice, but only anr.ious to see reforma¬ 
tio;! complete and elfectual. 

I — ■ , >''! ■ I ■■ I 

MILITARY SINECURES. 

.Mn. Cobbett;—Y ou w^lj much oblige 
« coi\jtant reader bj&ioserting th^fotlow- 
ing nets, and'thereby exhibiting to the 
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public a specimen of some of the "Errors,”, 
which in modern times are " Excepted" in 
giving evidence on Military ]ftomotion_, I 
was goihg to say. Sinecure Appointment',' 
which, by the bye, I think the most p tt ft e j r- 
term in such cases.—On lookingt'Over a 
New Army List for last month, published 
by Mr. Egerton, and dated at the top, 

“ War-office”—then, under this date " By* 
Authority,” I am, of course, to considwr' 
the contents as authentic, coming ff6ih 
that great Depot of Military Infoiteation, 
sanctioned and so auhiorized by tms offi; 
cial organ of power—I found (unde r tho 
head of garrisons,) the name of 
Leonard as a half-pay lieutenant, (¥c%lierg'“ 
drawing the half-pay from the S^lh |egt.) 
annexed to the situation of a I'ort-major 
at the city of St." John,. New.Brunswick; 
with a stated salary of 86/. Ss. Qd. per ann., 
exclusive (of course.) of lodging money, 
coals, candles, and alLthe otiiev et cetera? 
the public pay to servants of this descrip* 
tion. In the same page (vvh&t a barc-faced 
thing!) I observed the same Richardi^eo- 
nard (lieut. on half-pay) holds the appoint¬ 
ment of Eort-major at Fredericton also, 
one hundred miles distant from Fort Homo 
at the city of St. John, and ‘which last 
place should be his residence on the forriieiF 
appointment as Fort-major.—But what sur¬ 
prised me not a little w’as, to observe ano¬ 
ther stated salary annexed to the second 
appointment of 91/. 5s. per annum, and of 
course the usual supply of candles, coals, 
lodgings, &c. &e„&c. drawn on these oc¬ 
casions and paid by the public.—But will 
you think it possible, Mr. Cobbett, you, 
who have been in all those places as well 
as myself, and who have observed the pecu¬ 
lations at Fredericton barracks, which you 
detected there on a certain occasion, will 
you believe it, iha^ the same Richard 
Leonard (a lieut.ton hhlf-pay of the .54th 
regt.) is now actually on whole pay, and 
receiving it too, a#a eapUin*in the present 
New Brunswick regt. the pay being vep. 
shillings per diem, or 184/. 10s.‘per 4nn.’ 
with bau forage, or bat forage, or some of 
these hard named things, and contingent 
.allowance, for paying his company, 36/. per 
annum, with lodging and fuel, &c. &c. 

Now, Mr. Cobbett, it will almost ap¬ 
pear incredible, that the same Richard 
Leonard is also the Town-major (w^hat a 
numoer ol' these majors there are) at Fre- 
deripton, for which he receives, I ha>^ 
heard, I5f. per diem, or 276/.' 15s. per 
annum, with an allowance for horse forage 
or h$iit forage (I liever ^ nmember these 
hflzs. 3d. per flay— 
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, QOl. per annum also for an office!.!! with 
coals^ candles, &.c. &c. &c.-*-and nodoubt|{ 
a good ro«nd sum allowed him for postage 
:^nd stationary, by the burthei),ed people 
J%<i^ngland.—Here are the “ Errors,” Mr. 
Coiyisett, and it would be well if these were 
an “ Exceptionbut bless you, I fear 
ibey are numerous, for instance, there is 
“a Mr. Harris Wm. Hailes in the same pro- 
, vince, who is (so over-grown with good 
% things, and so fat, as hot to be able scarcely 
to ^wlk) a Brevet-major,* and a Brigadier- 
^major also, an Adjutant-general to the 
flij/itia, and a Captain in the New Bruns- 
'^'^ck regiment besides :—what this cheap 
to the public receives, in toto, I 
kilow not; but if wc may judge of things 
by appearances, he seems to have fattened 
in the service.—I had nearly forgotten to 
. say, that* this well-grown gentleman is a 
half-pay officer also, and I think it a pity 
he was not kegt on his half-pay, for it 
would be a great sin, in my opinion, to 
march him with his company round the 
parade ground at his barracks. Indeed, 1 
fear much whether it would not endajiger 
his valuable life, to faiigue him in the 
slightest degree whatever, and the more 
particidarly, as this servant of the crown 
*was never a mile distant from Fredericton, 
on military duty, in the cour^ of his ser¬ 
vices.—Now, Mr. Cobbett, let us return to 
Fort-major, and Fort-major-Tovfti-major, 
Captain, and Half-pay *1,1601. Leonard, 
and consider whether all thfese situations 
are necessary or notj if they are not, why 
burthen the public with so many useless 
salaries; and if they arc, why not render 
each appointment eflective, by taking 
from the half-pay list officers of known 
merit, and placing them in the ditlercnt 
situations. This would relieve the l^plf-pay 
list, and permit the said cBpt. Kich. Leo¬ 
nard to be and appear at the head,of his 
company at his regiment, where the rules 
’ of the service retgttire he should be, and 
“Aleduct one from the many unexceptionable 
errors so prevalent in the British army at 
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PROCEEDINGS ’ 

In Counties, Cities, Boroucms, Ifc. 
latipe to the recenf Inquiry »» ike House 
qfComtwns, resjkcif^ the Conduct qf tie 
DuKikorYoRK. *CContinued JirotH vol. *Y.« 
p.l0l2.J 


the present day.—This rule would be 
equally beneficial in the case of Harris 
Wm. Hailes, and relieve a veteran *of j^is 
description from too much toil* whilb the 
public purse would be saved in the general 
aggregate. Should you honour this with 
insertion in your valuable and patriotic 
“ Register,” you shall heaf frequently on 
similar subjects, from an 

• Old, Half-starved,* 

Ragged Subaltern 
Of Thirtesn Years Standing. 

Ju«e2l, 180«. *. 


CotitTY OF ESSEX. 

At a Meeting of the Freeholders and 
Inhabitants, convened this "day, .July J, 
1809^ at the Shire-Hall, at Chelmsfisrd, by^ 
public advertisement.— Sir Henry St. 
John Mildmay, hart, in the Chair, It was 
Resolved unanimously, 

1. That the right of the people to meet 
and discuss public mea.sures, to consider 
the conduct of their rt;presentativcs, and 
to*prefer any Address, Petition or Remon¬ 
strance, to thS King or either House of 
Parliament, should be "asserted and main¬ 
tained by every friend to the liberties of 
England. • , ^ 

'2. Tliat the refusal of the Sheriff to con¬ 
vene a Meeting of the County, in conse¬ 
quence of the interference of individuals, 
ought not to prevent the exercise of thi» 
right. 

3. That the extraordinary application 
made to the Sheriff by persons who in¬ 
truded on him their advice to withhold 
his a.s5cnt to tlieRequisition for a.ssembiin^ 
the County, is an unwarrantable attempt 
to prevent the people of Flssex from ex¬ 
pressing their opinion on subjects most im¬ 
portant to their best interests. 

4. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 

given to G. L. Wardle, esq. for his having 
instituted the late Inquiry, in the Hous* 
of Commons, relative to the Conduct of 
the Commander in ^hief, and for the firm¬ 
ness which he displayed in discharge of 
his duly, in defiance of the threats of mi¬ 
nisters and the artifices of the Crown- 
Lawyers. • 

5. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to sir Francis Burdett, bart. who se¬ 
conded Mr. W’ardle's motion for the Ifi- 
quiry ; and to lord vise. FoTl^pstoiic and 
Samuel Whitb|ead, esq. for ^he able and 
zealous assistance which they allbrded 
him during thi.s investigation. 

(i. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the one hundred and twenty-five 
^•i^^ethbers who supported Mr. WaidJe’s 
motion for an Afldress to his Majesty. ^ 

7. That the Thanks of this Metting be 
given to the Minority of the House of 
Commons who voted against the motion 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
negativethe Charges preferred against th« 
Conuuauder in-Chief. ^ , 
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8* ‘That this Meeting has witnessed 
with the deepest regret various decisions 
in the House of Commons upon corrupt 
practices, which har^ bten expbsed, or in 
proof of which evidTencfe has been .offered 
to be adduced at the bar, but refused to 
he heard; and do declare their decided 
conviction, if measures are enot adopted in 
the next session effectually to prevent 
their recurrence, the honour and character 
of*Par^ament will be Ixtinct, and the 
\afety of the country endangered. 

y. That this Meeting, whilst they are 
willing to make any sacrifice in defence 
of the safety and independence of the 
Country, feel that it is highly necessary 
that a rigid system of economy should be 
established ; and that the Thanks of this 
Meeting are due to those Members of the 
House who have 'exerted themselves to 
obtain a retrenchment of the public expen¬ 
diture, and such a diminution of the bur- 
* tbens of the people as are compatible w’ith 
the means of national security. 

10. That C. C. Western, esq. one of 
the members in Parliament for the Borough 
of Maidon (and the only member returned 
from the County of Essex who supported 
col. Wardle, or has declared in the House 
of Commons His conviction of the necessity 
of a speedy and eflectual Reform,) by the 
uniform, upright and independent conduct 
which he has invariably observed upon 
public questions, has higlily merited the 
Thanks and approbation of this Meeting. 

11. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to lord Cochrane, timlion. T. Brand, 
sir F..Burdett, hart. S. Whiibread, W. A. 
Madoeks. L. Wardle, T.Creevey, C.C. 
Western, and Win. Smith, esqrs. and to 
every other member’of either House- of 
Parliament, who has, in the course of the 
last session, declared himself friendly to a 
Reform in therenresentation of the people. 

12. That the i'hanks of the Meeting be' 
given to sir Henry St. John Mildmay, 
l»rt.’for his readiness in taking the Chair, 
and for his knpartial and judicious conduct 
this day. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. ' ^ 

French Army in Abstbia .—Nineieenth 
Bulletin, dated Vienna, June 16. 

Tlic anniversary of the Battle of Ma- 
■ rengo has been celebrated by the victory 
of the liaab, which the right wing of the 
army, under the comfinand of the Prince 
Viceroy, has obtained over the united 
' corps of the Archduke Jolm« and the 
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Archtluke Palatine.—Since tlie battle 
Ijhe Piave th% Viceroy has pursued the 
Archduke John at the point of the jjayonet. 
—^The Austrian army hoped to canton it¬ 
self on the banks of the Raab, between^ 
St. Gothard and Kormond. On the ' 
June, the Viceroy advanced from Neustadt, 
and established his head-quarters at (Edcn- 
burgh, in Hungary. On the 7th he fol-'’*» 
lowed up bis movements, and arrived at 
Guns. Gen. Lauriston, with his corps cC' 
observation, formed a junction with his 
left wing. On the 8th, gen. Montbhin, 
with his division of cavalry, effected Ch« 
passage of the Raabnitz, near Sovenyhagdirl. 
routed .300 cavalry of the Hungarii^lii- 
surrcction, and drove them towards Raa'll. 
On the 9th, the Viceroy proceeded la- 
wards Sarvar. The cavalry of gen. Grou¬ 
chy fell in with the* enemy’s rear-guard 
at Vasvar, and made some prisoners. On 
the 10th, gen. Macdonald arrived from 
Gratz at Kormond. On the 11 ih, gen. 
Grenier came up at Karako with a column 
of the enemy’s flank corps which deiendc^ 
the bridge. He, however, passed the'^ 
river in force. Gen. Debroc made a bril¬ 
liant charge with the 9th hussars upon a 
battalion of 400 men, 300 of whom were 
made prisoners. On the 12th the' army 
passed the bridge of Merse near Papa. 
The Viceroy, from a height, observed the 
whole hestile army in battle-array. Gen. 
Montbrun dcboifched in the plain, and 
charged tlic enemy’s cavalry, which he 
completely overthrew, after having made 
many skilful manoeuvres, 'I’lic enemy 
had already begun to retreat; the Viceroy 
passed the night at Papa. On the 13th, 
at five A. M. the army marched towards 
Raab. Our cavalry and the Austrians 
shewed themselves jicar the village of 
Szanac'h. Tim enemy were defeated, and 
we took 400 prisoners. Arehdake 

John tiaving united .^ith the Archduke 
Palatine, took a fine jjosilion upon some 
heights, the right winj^'rested upon Raabj^ 
a fortified town, and the left covering thp 
road of Comorn, another strong place in 
Hungary.—On the 14th, at 11 p. m. the 
Viceroy drew up his army in order of 
battle, and with 35,000 men attacked 
50,000 of the enemy. But the zeal of our 
troops was animated by the recollection 
of the memorable victory which had sanc¬ 
tified tl^is day. All the soldiers shouted 
with joy whcri“ they saw the enemy, who 
were placed in three lines, consisting of 
from 20 to 25,000 men of the remains of 
the fioe army of Italy whi«h had already 
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imagined itself masters of Italy; of 10,000 
men under gen. Haddick; %f 5 or e, 000 || 
men of the remains of Jellachich’s corps, 
dnd the corps of the Tyrol ^^hich had 
)Uij^d the army through the passes of 
Cai^thia; of ]0 or 1'2,000 of the Hun¬ 
garian insurrection.—The Viceroy placed 
^en. Montbrun’s cavalry, the brigade of 
gen. Colbert, and the cavalry of gen. 
Crouchy, on his right wing ; the corps of 
gin. Grenier formed two platoons, whereof 

g Serres’s division w* the right one— 
e advanced guard an Italian division, 
nanded by gen. Baraguay d’Hilliers, 
ed a third platoon. The reserve of 
^v.-: J’uthod formed the reserve ; gen. 
Lnuriston, with his corps of observation, 
supported by gen. Sahuc, formed the ej^ 
tremity of the left ,wing, and watched 
Raab.—At two in the afternoon the can¬ 
nonade began. At three our second and 
third platoons were engaged. The fire 
from the muskSlry was severe. The first 
line of the enemy was overthrown ; but 
/he second withstood for a moment the 
.shock of our first division, which being 
speedily reinforced, al^) overthrew the 
line of the enemy. The enemy's reserve 
then appeared. On his side the Viceroy, 
who follow^ed all his movements, advanced 
with his reserve. The fine position of the 
Austrians was taken, and atTour the vic¬ 
tory was decisive. The enemy, who were 
in complete disorder, conftlmot easily unite, 
so that in no way was the movement of 
our cavalry obstructed. Three thousand 
prisoners, six piecdk of cannon, and four 
standards, are the memorials of this at- 
chievement. The enemy left 3,000 «lead 
on the field of battle, among whom is a 
major-general. Our loss amounts to about 
900 killed and wounded. Arnong^the first 
is col. Thierry ; and aiwong the latter, 
brigadier-gen, Valentine and col. Expert. 
—^'i’he field of baitfe had long been pitched 
upon bji the enemy, who had determined 
pto make a stand in that fine position. On 
the 15th he was closely pursued on the 
road of Comorn and Pest. The inhabitants 
of the country remain tranquil, and take 
no part in the war. The Emperor’s Pro¬ 
clamation has set men’s mintfe refldttmg. 
It is known that the Hungarian nation al¬ 
ways desired its independence.—The part, 
of the Insurrection which is now with the 
* army was raised by the last Diet; it is in 
arms and docs duty. 

Tvicntielh Bulletin, dated Vienna, June 20, 

When the news of the victory of Raab 
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arrived at Buda, the Empress immediately 
left it.—^The enemy’s army wau pursued ^ 
during the 15th ar^l Idth. It passed the 
Danube over the bli^jjs of Comom.-—The 
town ofaRaab has Seen invested ; we hope 
to be masters of it in a few days. We 
have taken the entrenched camp of Raab, 
which will coiftaiii 100,000 men.— The 
enemy inundate the country with false 
reports; this is part of the system adopted 
for stirring up the lower classes— iJVl. De 
Metternich left Vienna on the 18th. He* 
will be exchanged for M. Dodun and the 
officers of the French Legation.— Prince 
Gallitzen entered Gallicia on the Srd, ia 
three columns. 


• 

Imperial Decr^, dated Vienna, \'lth UTap, 

1809, proclaimed inmull the public aquareu 
and marki t-pluccs of the citj/. 

Napoleon, era^^ror of the French, &c-, 
taking into consideration that when Char¬ 
lemagne, emperor of the French, and our 
sublime predecessor, endowed the bishops 
of Rome with various lands, they were 
given as fiefs to mainiain the peace of his 
.subjects, and that Rome did not therelbre 
cease to form a part of his empire : Con¬ 
sidering further, that since that time the 
union of spiritual and temporal powu' has . 
been, and still i.s, the source of dissention; 
that the popes have but loo frequently 
availed themselves of the one, to support 
their pretensions to the other; and that 
with spiritual ■ concerns, which are in 
their nature immutable, have been con- . 
founded worldly alfairs, which cliange 
with the circumstances and politics of th« 
times :—Considcryig finally, that it is in " 
vdln to attempt to reconcile witii the tem¬ 
poral pretensions of the Pope, all that we . 
have concerted for the security of our 
army, the repose and jprosperiiy' of the 
nations over which we reign, and the dig¬ 
nity and inviolability of our empire. 

We have decreed, and do decree*a» 
follow :— • , 

Art. I. The Pajial Terrbory is united 
w'fth the French Empire.—2. The city of 
Rome, illustrious fitr the recolhciion it 
recalls,.and for the monumem.s which it 
contains, is declared “to be a FaeE anb 
.Imperial City. Its government and ad¬ 
ministration sllhll be fixed by a particular^ 
decree.—3, The monuments of Roman 
greatness shall, be maintained and pre¬ 
served, at the expence of 6ur treasury.— • 
4. Jhe public delit is declaied to be the 
debt ofc.tlie Empire.— 5. The revenue of 
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the l%p« shall be fixed at two millions of 
frmicB, free from all charges and contriba- 
tions.—6. The proper^ and palaces of 
bis Holiness shall b« ^uBject to ho imposi¬ 
tion, jurisdiction, of* v&itation, and shall 
besides enjoy especial prerogatives.—7. 
An extraordinary Consiilta shall, oh the 
1st of June, take possession in our name 
of the Papal dominions, and adopt mea- 
Rii|es that on the Ist of January, 1810 , the 
Constitutional Government take eflect. 

• (Signed) Napoceon. 

Another Decree of the same date es¬ 
tablishes an Extraordinary Consulta, con¬ 
sisting of the following members: Miollis, 
governor-general. President; Salcette, ihi- 
nister of the King of Naples ; Degerando, 
Jannet, Del Pozzo, and Debalde, Secreta¬ 
ries. This Consulta is ordered to take 
possession of the P&pal territory, so that 
the transition from the old to the new 
•*der of things may be^ unperceived.— 
Then follows a Proclamation of the Con¬ 
sults after its installation to tlie Bomans, 
congratulating them upon the change in 
their situation. 

Trshch Arvy in Portugal. — Bulletin, 
dated Paris, June 22. 

Alex. Girardin, colonel of the 8th regt. 
•f dragoons, and M. Brun, aid-de-camp to 
thoNluke of Dalmatia, have passed through 
city on their way to the head-quarters 
Af his Imperial Majesty in Austria, with 
Aispatches from their excellencies the 
dukes, of Dalmatia and Elchingen, copies 
pf which have been deiiveretl to the war 
puiiister. Wc now shall anticipate the 
^’wtstibi which will be given out of the dis- 
patclies forwarded to “the Emjrcror, by 
gtating all the particulars respecting the 
1 'fecond corps of the army of Spain since 
the month of January. They' have been 
so misrepresented, as well in France as in 
Spaid, by relations taken from English 
p^ers, and by erroneous rumours, 16 
which the iirierruptioii in the communica¬ 
tion between the various corps of the army 
bad given birth, that it becomes necessary 
to relate them in the order which their 
date iiatofally points out.—After the em¬ 
barkation of the English at Corunna, Jan. 
17th, his excellency the marshal dukf 
of Dalmatia marched tomvards Portugal 
*'tbrough^Santiago and Vigo. The difficul¬ 
ties which he experienced in endeavouring 
to ^oss the Minho sb near its junction 
with the sea, compelled him to ascend its 
bailkt far as Oreusc, where he arrived 


the 5th of March, imd from thence began • 
(iis operationa.—The 6th of March be 
crossed the bridge over the Minho, at 
Orense, and on his way to Chaves met 
with Romina’s army, which he defeat^ 
at luzo, Allarftz, apd Osogne, near 
terey, destroying the rear-guard, consist¬ 
ing of3,000 men, and taking 2jO<X) prisoner^, 
and some standards. The enemy then re-• ^ 
treated in the greatest disorder to the vale 
of Oez.—'^I'he 13th of March, the duke of ' 
Dalmatia appeared befoKe Chaves, on. the 
frontier of Portugal, and invested whis, 
place, which capitulated three days afmr. _ 
Its garrison, composed of several tlvomjanvb^ 
peasants and some militia, were sent^i^is 
to their habitations.—'J’ho lOthlVIarch, Ihs 
excellency marched Braga, where 

the army of the Portiiu,uese insurgents bad 
taken a position. 'I'i: buiiiiess ofSthe roads 
clelaj'^ed the arrival of the artillery until 
the Itith, when the eirt my were, attacked. 
Their force was estimated ^t 20,000 men, 
which wereeiitirely overthrow n. They lost 
6,000 and all dieir artillery, and retreatet| 
upon Oporto.—Tlie 21th, the second corps - 
arrived bofi>re < )[jprto, where all the Por¬ 
tuguese northern armies were collected in 
an intrenched camp flanked with redoubts, . 
and defended by a numerous artillery.— 
Two days were spent in skirmishes, and 
the French troops found in the redoubts, 
of which they took possession, a shelter 
from the cannon the enemy.—The 2{)th, 

the duke of Dalmatia fought a battle as 
glorious as memorable, in which the 
French displayed tbeh’ usual eniliusiastic 
valour. Upwards of 10,000 Portuguese 
were killed or taken, and the enemy lost 
not only the artillery planted on their iu- 
trenehments, but their field pieces. This 
day put'the second corps of the army in 
possession of more than 200 pieces of can¬ 
non.—From the 30th of-Maruh to May 
10, the 2nd corps was Employed in estah- 
Ushing in that part of a country iiQt wholly 
conquered, his conimuliication with thc.^ 
6lh corps that remained in Gallicia ; large 
detachments were sent; to Guimaraens and 
Valencia, in order to bring the maga¬ 
zines which had been kft at Tuy, and to • 
sc5ui*the country. General Loison, whos« 
i death the* English had falsely published, 
was detached w'ith the same intent against 
Amarante, Villa Real, and the adjacent 
country, with 2,500 infantry and 6GflH 
horse. The lOth of May, the vanguard 
I of llie duke's army was on the Vougsw It 
was attacked by several thousands of foot, 
1,500 horse, and 6 pieces of cannon, which 
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formed a part of f^n. Welleslpy’s army, 
lately landed in Portugal. The vanguard* 

__ I 1 ?_ « .» _ •<•.1 


Head Quarter!!, Tomaij^i st A^'lt 
Having been informed that geiiei^ 


repeated 4»ehin(l Feyra, and on the 11th Soultmakgf it his^usiness to spread Aiai 
.^-crossed the Douro, with the division of accounts of the n^r*arrival of constdet- - 
Mermet. The increase of the British able reiftforcements, and Buonaparte himf 
'lbr<\in Portugal, and that of the Portu- self at the head of 80,000 men, and that 
guese insurgents, through the influence of he has succeeded in deluding by similar 
jl^itish gold, had as early as the lOtli, de- falsehoods part*of the Portuguese forcea. 
i*Terminecl the duke of Dalmatia to elFect I have thought it right' to order the in- 
his retreat tlu’ough Amarante, Villa Real, closed Proclamation to be printed in 
%atfH Biaganza, ascending the right bank Coimbra, and to publish the inteifcpted • 
of the Douio. But a lihmerous,corps of Letter which general Kellerman wrote to 
^'iiirfish and Portuguese having compelled him, and which fell into my hands, in 
gem Loison to evacuate Amarante, the hopes that it will tend to counteract the 
‘‘tWkc found it necessary to pass through intrjgues of the enemy, for which purpose 
d'diles of Salamoiide, and in order to the above Proclamation has, been distri- 


. - - 

get* Loison to evacuate Amarante, the 

‘‘tWkc found it necessary to pass through 
J.'diles of Salamoiide, and in order to 


gain two inarchps on the enemy, to sacri- bated in’ Oporto, and all other places 
fice a few pitjccs of cannon and their cais- where its cireidation appeared necessary, 
sons, which he ordereal to be destroye<l, (lod preserve your Jixcollency many 


,and the rdlnains of which could prove of 
no use to the liiiglishf—Tile latter not 
iiaviiig been able to gain any advantage 
,*>ii the second corps during the retreat, 
the only action which look [ilace was ViiJi 
<4ir rear-guard at Oporto, the. I'.nglish 
liaviug fouiiib iii'su'is to coiivcv on the 
f'iglit bank of the JMinho. about 1.000 iti- 
faiiti'v and jO horse, tlu'y have' swelled 


years.—W. C. Buresforu. —Marshal and 
Commander in Chief. 

Proclam ATioN.^-iVhereas Marshal Souft 
(who stytes him.self Governor of Portugal) 
aiiliougli he is perfectly aware of the cri¬ 
tical situation in which he has placed him¬ 
self, but which he endeavours to conceal 
from tlie unfortunate troops whom he 
sacrifices to the boundless ambition of a- 


iiiis ti ifbiiir engagement into a irittle, the ! tyrant, circulates false reports and intel- 


{loviipous relation of whicii (in no point of 
viesT a military one) ha*l had ng other end 
than to deceive the people of London, and 
perhaps the iiiinisiers lluim.selves, J!i order 
to re|)ay them for the infhitnse sums of 
money which this expedition must have 
cost the Briti.sh 'J’reasury.—On the lOtli 
of May, the duke of iJalmalia was at Alla- 
riiz: tile 20ih he crossed the Minho at 
tlrense ; and the 23d Ibnned a conmiuiii- 
cation with the duke of Flchingen himself 
and the corps under liis .eorninaiid.—I’he 
arrival of tl>e duke of Dalmatia’s arm^' into 
Gallicia has been useful tiiidift- every point 
of view. It has ^is|)er»ed the bangs of 
armed jieasants, who profiting by the 

C overnentg of the •duke of F.lchingen 
jainst Ovied^i, ha5 endeavoured to take 
possession of .Santiago and Lugo, assisted 
ly the few English troops who still occupy 
Vigo.—Such was the state of things in 
TJallicia and on the banks of the Minho, 
during the first days of June,* and the 
Krtglish seemed little inclined to try their 
•murage with the 2d and 7th corps, after 
their junction. 

•PoRTUG.CL.— Official Cotnmmication from 
Maiv/ial Bensford to tlte President qf the 
Regency. From the Lisbon Gazette qf 
Jipril 25, J 809, 


ligetice of the near arrival of Buonaparte, 
at the head of a French army of S(),()0O 
men, in order to deceive the public with 
regard to the dangers by which he is 
threatened. Marshal Beresfovd, in order 
to undeceive the people of the J'iorth of 
Portugal, and tlie French array, and con¬ 
vince them of the falsehood of the above 
reports, tliinks.it right to publish the 
following intercepted letter, written to 
Marshal Soult by general Kellerman, who 
says that he commands the French force 
in Upper Spain. When it is ascertained 
that a General publishes falsehoods in one 
case, his army and the pubilc at large will 
know how to appreciate his accounts on 
other occasions. Marshal SouU is per^ 
fectly aware of the danger of his situation, 
but endeavours to conceal then^froni ln.s 
troops; and tht^couriers of whose arrival 
he boasts, did probably arrive from some 
part Ilf the position ot his corps, two or 
three leagues distant. They could not^^ 
least come either from France or Spam, 
In# communication with these eountrie# 
being entirely intercepted. 

Letter from General KcUemum, datek Val¬ 
ladolid. Marth 31, 1809, 

Sin;. His Imperial Majesty^ ^ving or¬ 
dered the duke of Istria to join him, has 

* * 
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entrusted me with the command of the 
French forces in Upper Spain. I received 
the letters which yoij wrote^ him from 
Berin. 1 sent cojScs ^thereof to his Im* 
periai Majesty, and the prince af Neuf- 
chatel, and transmitted the letter which 
was addressed to the duke, to his high¬ 
ness. Marshal Bessieres %et out for Ger¬ 
many on the loth instant, and the Impe- 
aial Guard, tvith every, person belonging 
« to tK#*Itnperial household. On the 20th 
war against Austria was declared; hut it 
is not yet known whether the Emperor will 
proceed to the Inner Tagliamenta. My 
position in Spain is rather critical; but I 
occupy the .plain country with a consi¬ 
derable body of horse, although 1 am 
destitute of infantr^. I am watching the 
movements of the army oT Asturias, and 
of the troops of Koinana, who obstruct our 
communication with the provinces they 
occupy, r am not al>lc»to do what I could 
wish, but send strong reconnoitering par¬ 
ties to Braganza and Miranda, and do all 
I can to keep llie people between tliis 
place and Madrid in order, whom I know 
to be disaftected. Your brother has ar¬ 
rived here, but 1 do not see how lie will 
be able to rejoin as he wishes. The war 
in Germany,produced by the intriguesand 
gold of England, cannot hut he attended 
with the most dreadful conseijuenees lor 
os, and must for the present render our 
situation extremely critical. You cannot 
expect any reinforcements, unless the duke 
of Elchingen should be able to send you 
some, of which I cannot judge, as 1 have 
not the least communication with hiinj 
and all Gallicia is in a state of insurrection. 
I send you this. lette|; by a person imwhom 
.1 place much confidence, and who i^wor- 
thyof yours, &c. (Signed)—K ellerman.— 
P. S. Turkey has made peace with Eng¬ 
land ; there yre insurrections in every 
paft of Germany. 

«i Soldiers, who compose the French 
army, such are the reports which your 
Commander spreads among you, and such 
is the true intelligence which .the french 
Generals endeavour to conceti from the 
people, who are so unfortunate as to be 
subjected to tliejr power.—Head-Cluai ter.s, 
Tomas, the 20th April, 1809,—(Signed)— 
\V. C Beresford, Mar^phal and Comma'n- 
dec \p Chief! 

From the Lisbon Gazette^ 'Extraordinary, June 
1 .—Letter from 1). Manuel De Uria V 
Ut^no^Q his Excellency Senor Francisco 
X)f SMeira, _ 


Most Excellent Sir,—I have received a 
Idispatch from gen. de Valdeorras D. Jose 
Ranaonde Quiroga e Vria,dated in Cosoyo, 
the 23d current, which is as folIow.s ») 

«I just receive from the SecretarvoT 
the Junta of Monforte a letter of th^iklst 
iastant, of which the annexed is a Copy :— 

“ Irmao, governor of Quiroga, informs mei^ 
that the French have been engaged witV» . 
our army during three successive days. 
The principal action was at Ponie-vicevo,..' 
between Meira and Lugo, in whicji the 
enemy lo.st 3,000 men in killed andaprir 
soners, and 2,000 Germans who aband^ed 
his standard. The firing ceased onmi-- 
20th, at ten in the morning, when a capvi^ 
tulation was proposed. I could not prevail 
•upon myself to delay communicating to 
you rexcellency intelligence so agreeable. 
You will have the goodness to infori.i their 
excellencies the English and Portuguese 
generals of these events.”—To which I 
have to add the I'ollowin^':— 

The army of the marquis de la Romana* 
attacked the French on the side of Meifa, 
and pursued them to Paraday. From thence . 
the enemy retreated to Ciemeiite, where 
he was surrounded, and a terrible fire of. 
artillery and musquetry was opeijed upo\j 
him. Not until many were killed, he lied, 
towards Lugo, leaving in our hands three 
pieces of cannon among the other spoils of 
our victory. Our troops followed up to 
the gates of tlit city, in the full expecta¬ 
tion that the place would he taken either 
by capitulation or foi cc. By good fortune 
the Apostle Mazarredo who so often has 
sworn on the Evangelists, fealty to his 
king in Astorga, happened to be in Lugo 
ill company with Lot. Ney has escaped, 
and we are assured that he entered Astu¬ 
rias with 2,000 ipen, and for our consola¬ 
tion iic will aprobably there remain.—The 
English are ip sight of Gojunna and Ferrol 
with a great numbef of vessels, and have 
determined to disen\)}ark at those places 
—Farreira, 21st of May, IS09. ) 

The same general writes me alsg aff 
follows :—At seven o’clock this evening, I 
received an official dispatch of the capture 
of Lugo, by marshal l)on Nicholas Mahi, 
'gtaicral •second in command of the Army 
of the Left, in the absence of liis excellency 
inarr|uis de la Romana, commander in 
chief. This action was glorious, not only 
Irony its important eflccts but. on- account 
of the obstiiiate resistance of the enemy, 
who, in the sequel, was conqueri^d with 
! the loss of GOOD men in prisoners, wound- 
I ed, and killed. 1 camtut express too 
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strongly my praises of the determined 
valour of the Spaniards, front whose exer-* 
tions I espect the best results, and which 
have already acquired for us in,this affair 
'isi:^ pieces of artillery, and a quantity of 
' ami:)unition.— I hope j^ou will communi¬ 
cate these acceptable articles of iiiforma- 
jj^on, with the applause due to the brave, 
■'*Yo generals Berestbrd, Silveira, andwhom- 
Boeverelse they concern, accompanied 
^ also by my best acknowledgments.— 
Seeing Lugo has been taken, and that gen. 
^Carrera, with a division of more than 6,000 
indli, is in Ponte de Talevada, between 
■ rife roads of St. .Tago and Orense, hopes 
Sfiay l^e entertained that the armies of Ney' 
and Soult will be tiestroyed.—God pre¬ 
serve your excellency, &c.—Five a. wT. 
May 25th, 1809. (Signed) 

• Manoej. De Uria Y Llano. 


Russia. — Declasation, dated 25th of April 
' C5th May.) 

• The peace between France and Austria, 
which has long been wavering, is at length 
entirely at an end. By tlip last advice.s, the 
Austrian troops have entered the Duchy 
of Wai^aw, and the States of Saxony and 
•Bavaria.—It is thus that the flames of war 
which had been so lately extinguished 
upon the Continent have just Been rekind¬ 
led, and, by the force of circumstam es, 
it is necessary that all tlkj powers of Eu¬ 
rope should take up arms again.—-The pre¬ 
parations for war on the part of Austria 
were the first cause 6f this misunderstand¬ 
ing. Russia could not see these with in¬ 
difference, every means were employed 
flom the beginning to put an end to them: 
the guarantee of Russia of the integrity of 
the Austrian States was even oflerijd, and 
at the same time it was dtX;lared, that in 
virtue of the existing alliance with France, 
every attack upon the present order of 
/things WQUid be considered as a violation 
l^f the rights stipulated by treati(i.s, which 
ought to be maintained by the force, of 
arms. Austria not rejecting the pacific 
insinuations made to her, pretended at 
' Erst that her measures were only -defen¬ 
sive ; that they were occasiomtl only by 
the fear of the danger which threatened 
her; that her intention was not to under¬ 
take an offensive war, and that she W'ould 
Hot break the peace.—Facts have proved 
• of how little value these assurances were. 
The aneasures of defence which* progres¬ 
sively increased have changed into offen¬ 
sive measures. In the room of the fear 
that was expressed, ambitious plaps have 
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been developer!, and the war was broken 
out by the invasion of foreign states, 
even before any d|claralion of war in the 
accustomed form. Austria, who knew per¬ 
fectly well the conduct which Russia would 
hold under the present circumstances, has 
determined to renounce her friendship, and 
rekindle the ffafhss of war even upon our 
frontiers, rather than desist from her pro. 
jects.—In consequence orddrs have bean 
given to the Russian amba.ssador at Yienna • 
to quit that capital immediately, and it has 
been declared to the Austrian ambassador 
at this court, that from this moment his 
diplomatic functions have ceased, and that 
all relations are broken oft, ^ilh him and 

his court. 

• 

Proclamation of Prince Gallitzin, who hag 
the Command of the Russian Army which 
has penetrated Gallicia, addressed to the 
Inhabitants, in^ the Russian and Polish 
Languages, daled*May 11, 1809. 

Russia could not behold, with indif¬ 
ference, the war that has broken out be¬ 
tween France and Austria.—Sussia did 
every thing to prevent the commence- 
meiu of these hostile operations. . She de¬ 
clared even to the court, of Austria, that, 
pursuant to articles of treaty between the 
emperors of Russia and France, and to the 
close alliance entered into by those two 
powers, she should be obliged to act in 
concert with France. Austria listclisd to 
none of the.se remonstrances ; but long 
endeavoured to conceal her warlike pre¬ 
parations under pretence that she was 
obliged to adopt necessary qieasurcs for 
her security and defence, till she at last, 
by open hostilities, Jietrayed her designs, 
amf kindled the flames of war.—Ru.ssia 
has no longer hesitated to take a part in a 
war in which she is bound to engage by 
the most .solemn treaties. • As soon as she 
learned that hostilities had commenced, 
she broke oft' all relations of friendshij) 
which had subsisted between her and Au¬ 
stria, and gave orders to h^r, army to 
advance into gallicia. The i^ommander 
in Chief of the army entering that pro¬ 
vince to oppose the views of Austria, 
and to resist force by force, has received 
from his majesty the Emperor express 
anrders solemnly to assure the peaceable 
inhabitants of Ghllicia that the views of 
Russia are not hostile ; that amid all mili¬ 
tary operations, t|iesecurity and safety of 
persons and property .shall be ipost strictly 

respected.-The Commander in Chief 

shall prows, by his conduct, that the prin¬ 
ciples recommentled bj^lus Sovareign are 
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alfo coiMoaaiit to^^his o^u inclinations and 
feelings. PkinoeOalutzin, 

CotQmander in Chief. 
UkoH to ffe Senalt*d^ed St. l^tterslmg, 
*JI%7,1809. ‘ 

It is known to the whole world, with 
what firmness the trade of neutrals lias 
been protected by Russia, When the powers 
of Europe were at war ; it is known with 
What| valour she has guarded the interests 
• of triding nations in the tin>e of peace, 
•gainst the events of war. Rollowing up 
this, invariable principle, also during the 
present rupture with Britain, we enter¬ 
tained the fullest hopes that the trade 
with friendly powers would not be carried 
on by forbidden means ;.,but as experience 
during last season has proved to us, that 
the enemy has fpund it practicable, by 
means of neutral vessels, to supply himself 
with such produce as he stood in need of, 
and to gain slrengthrljy exchanging his 
own produce, we have at present been 
compelled to order two vessels to be seized. 
For thesp reasons, and to prevent various 
•ubterfuges and artifices, we liave deemed 
it necessary to establish some rules, and 
hereby order, ' 

I. That all masters of neutral vessels, 
arriving at our ports, are to prove the pro¬ 
perty being neutral, by the following do¬ 
cuments of the ship, viz. a pass, ship’s re- 
gi.^ter, muster-roll, log-book, cockct, mani¬ 
fest of the cargo, the charter-party, bills 
of lading, certificates of origin, whether 
the cargo, or part of the same, belonging 
to the captain, and by the invoices ofsuch 
vessels as come from America or the In¬ 
dies, or are bound there. In case, how¬ 
ever, the master is n<>t provided with any 
one of the documents, the ship is to be 
•ent out of our ports, and not to be per- 
initted to discharge.—2. In case of neu¬ 
tral ships being partly,loaded with mer¬ 
chandize which can be proved to be of the 
manufacture or produce of the enemy, tlie 
tame to be stopped, tlte goods to be seized 
and sold" \)y public auction, for the be¬ 
nefit of gcvernment j bi^, if more than 
half of the cargo consists of such'.goods, 
then not only.the cargo, but also the ship 
is to be seized.—3, A pass granted the 
ship,'by a neutral, friendly, or allied power, 
is not to be considered legal, as soon a^ it 
appears tha{|;|he master fias acted contrary 
to the satne^ or if the ship is named in 
the pass difterently m what she is in the 
rest of her documents, unless the alteration 


made is proved by documents, attested by 
I legal autbori/;y, at the place from which ' 
the vessel departed, and produced before 
the magistracy of said place j in this iq- 
stance the* master is not to be consider^.- 
guilty.—4- A pass is not to be considered , 
valid, if it should appear that the vesAl to 
wlych it i.s granted was not, at the very 
time it is dated, at one of the ports of tlM 
power by which it had been given.—5.^ 
If the supercargo or master, or more than 
one-third of the ^rew, of a neutral vessel,'^ 
should be subjects of powers ai war with 
us ; or if.such a vessel is not provided vithV 
a muster-roll of the crew,duly atte.stec!V|jy* 
the magistracy of such neutral ports fro(g 
which the same departed, then both ship 
and cargo are to be seized, but the crew 
to be set at liberty.—6. If it should ap¬ 
pear that the pass jfroduced by ^he master 
has been counteifeued or altered, ship and* 
cargo are to be seized for file benefit of go¬ 
vernment, and the mastcr.to be brought to 
trial, and to be dealt with as is prescribed * 
by the laws for those who make false docu¬ 
ments ; the crew to be set at liberty.—f. 

If it should appear that a vessel is provided 
with double documents, with different . 
de.stinations, such a vc.ssel and her cargo 
to be seized for the benefit of gov«fi-nment. 

In case the master wislies to justify him¬ 
self, by having lost his documents, and 
cannot ^produce any proofs, his vessel te 
be detained, gi'jmting him time for procu¬ 
ring the same proportionate to the distance, 
if he wishes it; else, if the master cannot 
wait so long, ship and cargo are imme¬ 
diately to be sent oft'; but if at the expi¬ 
ration of the period fixed, the master does 
not produce the needful proofs, ship and 
cargo are to be seized for the benefit of go¬ 
vernment;—R. No ship built by the ene¬ 
my is to b^ considered neutral, unless 
amongst other documents, a duly attested 
docuinent is found, proving the sale or 
transfer to have taken place, before th? 
declaration of thewa/, elseshifland car/J 
are to be seized for the benefit of goverff* 
ment.—9. If the owner or coimnandei* 
ofa neutral vessel happen to be a native of 
a nation at war with us, and are provided, 
with pa^es of a neutral power, in such a 
case the pass is not to serve as a clearance, 
as long as they cannot prove having be¬ 
come subjects and residents of such a 
power previous to the declaration of war; 
else, they ar& to be sent off, with their ships,, 
not allivving them to take in return cargoes. 
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TO THE KING. 

4>n the Maritime War against France, 

*• * Letter I. 

Sir j • 

^'Wheii every eye in the nation, at the 
«n^ oP sixteen years of a war which has 
given rise to the Income Tax, which has 
caused a^iart of every man’s estate to be 
alienated under the name of Redemption 
of Land-tax, which has banished guineas 
tVoni the- land and made Bank-notes a 
legal tender,* which has seen the Habeas 
Corpus or Personal Safety Act lor many 
years suspended, which has drained the 
kingdom of its youth and its vigour, leav¬ 
ing the next generation to be the otlspring 
of lifjcrepitude, deformity and imbecility, 
which has tfnis entailed upon the nation 
ugliness and weakness and. disease, and 
which, while it has robbed the land of 
thousands aipon thousands of the best of 
its*labourers in order to convert them 
into defenders of Sicily and othej foreign 
countries, has introduced thousands upon 
tlniipsands of foreigners to defend "this 
same land ; at such a time,*when every 
eye in the nation is anxiously fixed upon 
the great, and, in all probability, the last, 
attempt, about to be made against the 
«nemy, it appears to me, that it may be 
useful publicly to state certain facts, re¬ 
lating to the mode of carrying on a war 
of such wearisome length and such deso¬ 
lating consequence; and that this stc^e- 
ment ma)^, from its manner, lo?e none of 
its intrinsic importaftce^ I, for the secoyd 
time in my life, presume to address my- 
selP directly (o your Majesty, taking tare, 
th'.<tria this instance, no keeper of official 
papers shall, as in a recent one, have it in 
his power to garble, or to suppress, any 
part of that which I write. 

‘That your Majesty is not well informed 
as to the great anil interesting mJitters,* 
upon which 1 am addressing you, I, with- 
out the smallest hesilaliori, conclude ; 
first, because the measures of your ser¬ 
vants, through whom your, iiyormation 
most come, are, in no wise, calculated for 
the real slate of things’; and, secondly, be¬ 
cause, supposing those servants to possess 
bnth taleoU aqid zaal sufficient for all^ the 


purposes of their respective stations, their 
time has, from the moment they entered 
those offices, been almost wholly engrossed 
by endeavours to defend themselves, and 
to annoy and degrade their own political 
enemies and your Majesty's late servants. 
As men may be blinded by too much light, 
so a pqople may be kept m error, may be 
deceived and ruined, by the means of tfte 
press, which, unperverted, is so well calcu- 
fiued to insure t^e constant triumph of 
truth ; and, I have, for my,part, no doubt, 
that, with all our parade of publicity, with 
all our ostentation of unreserve, there is, in 
the whole vvorld, no^i«)ple, w'ho, in pro¬ 
portion to their magnitude, understand so 
little of their public ailairs as is under¬ 
stood by the people of this kingdom. 
Were not this the case. Sir, it would be 
impossible, that the enemy should be in 
his present flourishing slate, with respect 
to his internal and other resources, while 
England possesses such means of cutting 
off those resources. 

The general opinion, "in this country, 
is, that France is in a miserable state ; that 
tlie]>eoplc are starving; and,tliat, astoco»i- 
j nicrcc, there is no more of it going on in 
the dominions of Napoleon, than upon any 
! of the islets in the Thames about Windsor 
or Hampton Court. This, too, 1 conclude 
to be the opinion of your Majesty ; be¬ 
cause, a^ 1 before obserwid, your informa¬ 
tion, as to such matters, must be derived 
from your servants, and those servants 
prove, by their express declarations as 
well as by their conduct, that aich is their 
view of the situation of the empire of 
Fiance. As to whether the subjects of 
Napoleon like, or dislike, his goverijment; 
or, whether they be better or worse off 
now than they wei^ under their Wormer 
sovereigns; these are questions, which 
H;c can discuss to no profit, because we 
possess no facts'whereon to reason; but, 
with regard to the commerce of France, 
and that sort of commerce which is the 
only valuable one, 1 possess, from the best 
possible source, quite a sufficiency of facts* 
to shew, that, upon tlwt subject, at, least, 
this has been the most deceived of nations, 
and your Majesty the laOit deceived of 
I sovereigns. •* 
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The sort of comntcrce, to which I al¬ 
lude, is tvhat we, in Englaml, call the 
coasting trade; the ^dominions of 

l^apoleon, or couittries under his sway, it 
is to be considered as soraetlfing much 
more important than it is with us. There 
is no doubt, that the tra|Je between London 
Mid the coal-mines is of a million times 
more value to England than all her foreign 
•coinjnierce put together. But, if wc cast 
our eye over the map of Europe,« c shall 
see, that tlie coasting trade of Napoleon 
embraces climates; and that a maritime 
communication between bis several coun¬ 
tries must be, not only of vast bimefit 
to him, but in some cases, necessary to the 
existence of the pfiople. Some of these, 
countries must supply th^ others with corn. 
Without the oil nnd the witie and the silks 
and the cotton these countries might exist; 
but the southern countries could not, in 
many .cases, possilfly* exist without the 
necessaries of life from the North ; and of 
carrying-on this commerce there are no 
means other than those of a maritime 
nature. 

The extent of this commerce, in the 
dominions of Napoleon, is scarcely to be 
credited by those, who are not acqnaiiiled 
with the facts. Along the coasts of Naples, 
Tuscany, Genoa and Piedmont; from the 
Southern Provinces of France and Mar¬ 
seilles, through Cette, and the gran4 canal 
of Louis XIV., to Bourdeanx, and thence 
along the Atlantic coasts of France, the 
whole of the coasts of Holland, and into 
the Elbe ; in short, from the Baltic to the 
southern point of Italy, all the, countries 
are connected by a cliain of commercial 
intercourse as complete, perhaps, gs ever 
existed in the world, atid as advantageous 
as it is extensive. This commerce is, by 
your Majesty’s servants, spoken of under 
the degradiiTg appellation of •’ a iriere 
coftsting trade ;” but, this is precisely that 
k trade, which is really advantageous to a 
nation. ^ If England were cut off from 
all cortiimmication with foreign nations, 
she wou<d, in point of strength and of 
happiness, suffer jiothing at allj But, cut 
oir the communication between London- 
and the coal-njines, and the inhabitants of 
London must perish or disperse. There 
are several branches qf our coasrtngtfade, 
of a degree of importance, not, indeed, 
approaching nearly to this; but, still of 
greater importance to tis, than all our foreign 
commerce put together. If, for instance, 
only one year’s interruptiors wei-e to take 
place in tKe exchanlf of cdhls for liniber 


between Cumberland on the one part, 
and HamjJshire and Su.ssex on the other 
part, the woods of these latter counties 
must b« burnt to keep tlie people from 
perishing, whereas by the exchange now. 
going on, these woods are preserved, th*e 
people have fuel in plenty, and that fuel, 
after having given comfort in that csqia- 
city, becomes a valuable manure for tlnf 
land. One year’s interruption of this ex¬ 
change would do England more harm Than 
would be done*l)y the sinkiiigof altforeign 
countries to the bottom of tjie sea.* This 
is, however, only one instance out oT hun¬ 
dreds whicli might be enumerated ; and, 
without any thing more beitig saitf, it 
must, I think, be as clear as the sun at 
noon day, that, if the enemy were able to 
put a stop to our coasting trade, it might be 
at once asserted, that lie had ifin his power 
to reduce us to* his own terms, be they 
what they might. Is it not, then, worth 
the while of your Majesty’s servants; i- 
it not worth the while of those, who are 
entrusted with the conducting of the war, 
to em]iiire what is the extent of the coast¬ 
ing trade of the French cm|)ire, and to 
inform themselves as to the means of de¬ 
stroying, or, at least, interrupting that 
trade ? To attack, or to oppose, Napoleon 
in Spain Naples, Sicily, Sw'eden, Den¬ 
mark, Hanover, or in the East or West 
Iiulie^, is what it would be for an enemy 
to attack us Nova Scotia, Canada, or in 
any of our colonics, where, though a de¬ 
feat might produce mortification, it would 
not seriously aflect us, either in our com¬ 
forts or in the sources of our national 
strength. -We should regret the loss of 
Canada, perhaps, or of a West India 
island ; but, tlie loss, like that of a child 
ouUof a numerous family, would not be felt 
in our affaifs. We should still be as rich 
and as strong as be/ofe ; but, cut off the 
means of sending corn and timber and 
iron and tin and coal along our coasts, frdni 
one [lart of the kingdom to the other, and 
the distress is instantly felt. In 4’act, 
the dillerent parts of this kingdom can 
no more dispense with the coasting 
trade, than the farmer can dispense with 
tile aid of the blacksmith and the wheel¬ 
wright. 

This, it will, perhaps, be said, is not 
the pase with the countries under the,,do¬ 
minion of Napoleon. But, will it, then, be 
asserted,, that ^ose countries, though ex- 
ending almost across the whole of the 
European continent, and including such a 
yariety of climates^ are, nevertheless, so 
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• circumstanced as to be able yo exist, and 
contentedly too, without any commerce 
with each *other ; that is to say, williout 
any exchange of natural productions, or 

• of manufactures? The truth is, however, 
that khe commerce between the several 
parts of this vast empire is so great, that 
convoys of eigluy, a hundred, and even of 

' two hundred snil, are frequently seen, and 
Jjyj^our Majesty’s fleets too, carrying on 
this trade in perfect security. These con¬ 
sist chiefly of Luggers, or Zebecks, of a 
light' draught of water, from eighty to a 
hundred and twenty tons burthen, and are 
navigated by a proportionate number of 
seamen.* There are employed in this 
commerce, from the river of Bourdeaux 
alone, thirty t/u-ce thousand seamen and up¬ 
wards. coasts of the Mediterranean 

teem with this commerce. Its ports and 
bays swarm with vessels ; and, at no time 
was the commtyce so great between 
•d'Vance and Italy on the one side, and be¬ 
tween Trance and Holland and the North, 
on*the other side, as it is at this moment, 
while your Majcsty’sservants are boasting, 
.that they have a navy wlficli scours the 
ocean, and that " England engrosses the 
"^commetce of the world.” While they 
amuse themselves and the nation with 
this empty vaunting, the commerce of 
France, and her vassal states, carried on 
almost within the reach ^f the naked 
eye of our admirals, far exceeds, in the 
means of contributing towards national 
strength, the commerce of England and of 
all her allies. The general persuasion 
here, is, that all the people, under *he 
sway of France, arc suffering from causes 
almost similar to those which affect the 
inhabitants of a besieged town ; that the 
people of the North can get iKjwinc of oil, 
and that those oftli^South can get no corn ; 
that there are no^natevials to make g<tods 
of any sort, that all is decay and mi¬ 
sery, and tlfat, surely/»the poor, beggared, 
pinched people must, surely, they must 
soon be puslied to desperation; must re¬ 
volt, and must tear Najjoleon and his go- 
yernment to morsels. This has been the 
expectation for years, in like manner a«, 
for years before, Mr. Pitt and the foreign 
pensioner Sir Francis D’ Ivernois kept 
alive the constant expectation, that France 
would become a bankrupt, and would then 
be compelled to subqnit to her enemies. 
As the nation was deceived then, |o it is 
deceived now; and so, I greatly fear, it 
•'ill continue to be deceived, until a know¬ 
ledge and a 4)elief of the truth wili«come 
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(too late. One ih^ig, indeed, has stag¬ 
gered many of even the credulaus part of 
the nation ; «.nd that*is^iiiie fact of France 
being abje still to ^en^w her squadrons 
and her maritime expeditions. Tor, this 
astonishing power of creating a nvaritime 
force is altogether incompatible with 
the a.s.sertions of your Majesty’s servants 
respecting the ruined state 6f the com¬ 
merce of Trance.* The commerce of 
Trance being " annihilated,” we cannot 
help wondering that the ports of Brest and 
Bochet'ort should be continually^ sending 
forth their squadrons; we cannot help 
being surprized and somewhat vexed at 
seeing a squadron of ten or twelve sail of 
the line come out of the ports of France, 
in the space of a»few months after we have 
been congratulated uponthe destruction of 
the last of the enemy’s .ships. The fleet 
in Basque Roads i.s said, by the prints of 
your Majesty’.s servants, to have been 
worth several millions of pounds sterling, anil 
that the Calcutta alone was worth six 
hundred thousatid pounds, being full ofmi- 
litary and naval stores. To have effected 
the destruction of the whole of this fleet 
would have been a subject of great joy ; 
to have effected the destruction of part of 
it was a subject of joy ; but, in our haste 
to express such joy, w'e forgot to ask, bow 
all these stores came to be found in the 
port of Rochefort, .so many years after we 
had “ so completely annihilated the com¬ 
merce of France,” agreeably to the ten- 
thousand-times-repeated a.ssurances of your 
Majesty’s servants. The fact is, that, not 
only from the Elbe and the Scheldt are 
tilt! ports of France supplied, by the means 
of the^c.-oastingtrade, with an abundance of 
naval stores, but also from that part of 
Spain lying near the Atlantic coast, 
whence they receive iron, pitch, tar, rosin 
and ship-timber, of various sorts, and in 
vast quantities, and at a rate mtfth cheap¬ 
er than some of these articles can possibly 
be brought to the arsenals at Portsmouth 
or Plymouth. If this be the case* and I 
scruple not to a^feert that it is'the case, 
what are we doing ? What is the wiewhich 
your Majesty’s servants are making rff the 
immense means, whith the industry ami 
patience of your people put into their 
hands ? If there be«a commerce, such as I 
have described, carried on between* the 
different parts of the domiiiiorfs of Napo¬ 
leon, of what ttse, dk the means . of keep¬ 
ing him in check, are the thousand ships 
of war, *now, employed ? Of what us* 
is it, if this* comnwrc* is to go fio un- 



Sai . ' POLITICAL REGIS»TEll.-j-J^e«fr to the King, * [40 


interrupted; of what use is it, that th| 
•ea is cohered with your Majesty’s ships, 
and that histnrjfc w'iVi record'the valour of 
your seamen ? Of what avail isjt, that we 
destroy French ships of war, while we 
leave, in full vigour, all the means of 
creating others to supply their place? If 
this be the way ofmakingwar, it must he 
clear to every one, that we can never have 
pcijpe, without being t:xposed to imminent 
danger; for, it will require but a short 
space of time, for France to raise a navy 
equal, in numbers at least, to any that we 
can possess. 

The security of this extensive amJ most 
valuable Commerce of the French domi¬ 
nion? arises, in great part, from the we ot’ 
land signals, or telegraphs, so constructed, 
placed, and managed as to keep the ves¬ 
sels upon the coast at all times correctly 
informed of what is |>assing upon the 
whole line of coast. From Flushing to 
Bayonne a report is exchanged four times 
a-day; at day-light, ten o’clock in the 
forenoon, two o’clock, and just before sun¬ 
set. Fo that, at Flnsiiing, they know, 
four times during the day', what is j)a.ssing 
at sea, wiiliin sight of the highest hill in 
the neighbourhood of Bayonne, and, of 
course, they are informed of what is pass¬ 
ing near all the intermediate parts of the 
eoasl. The same system is estahllshcd 
along the coast of the Mediterranean, 
from the (lulplt of Spczzia to Rosas. 
The coa.stiiig vessels, thus instructed liow' 
to move; thus kept constantly in a 
State of perfect knowledge ns to the situ¬ 
ation of our fleels or cruizers, and able to 
sail in safety, carry on their trade in a? 
much sia urity as if tliose ships weiv; not in 
existence; and this only, as I shall here¬ 
after prove to your Majesty, born causes 
whieii pi event the necessary exertions from 
being mad6, and which causes may ia- 
s^taritiy and ea.sily he removed. 

The advantages to the nations (for they 
are uiaBy), which carry on tliis commerce, 
arc nift greater than they are to Mapoleon 
' liirnsellVin his views of conquest ^nd do- 
uiiiiiou. From ,this commerce, notwith¬ 
standing our o|)iiiions to the contrary, hr. 
derives no sjnall part' af his revenue, 
through the means of a stamp-tax, imposed 
upoti every article exported or impdrted; 
and hence he is able to dispense withdfmt 
fares, which are always odious, ami w'hich 
are, indeed, those i^iiich have uniformly 
ended in-exciting the feelings and produc¬ 
ing the acts, under which .so many go¬ 
vernments have pery^tied. ' Thi* is a great 


point. the means of this commerce., 
he disguises from his pccqtle the burdens 
which they bear. It is, ind^d, a gross 
imposition to tell a people, that commerce 
pays taxes, the fact being, that those, 
taxes still fall upon the people thentselves; 
but, as your Majesty must have observed, 
it is an imposition, it is a fraud, it is an 
act of duplicity and knavery, the success 
of which in other countries warrants the 
belief that it must be greatly useful to 
your Majesty’s implacable and powerful 
enemy. Very inucli, then, are youF Ma¬ 
jesty’s servants deceived, when they sup¬ 
pose, that the Emperor Napoleon has no 
Custom-house, whereat to collect duties. 
His scale, indeed, may not be so noble as 
to aflbrd him Counts and Dukes for re¬ 
ceivers; he may not have Marquises for 
collector,?, Barons lor whartingers, and 
Kniirhts of the' Eagle for wine-ta.sters; 
but, I am of opinion,, that his Custom¬ 
house yields him a much greater clear 
revenue than is derived from any similar 
e.stablishmeiit in the world, and that it 
aliords him the means of drawing upon 
other sources vif taxation with so sjiaring 
a hand, that his people, especiAlly w'ithin 
the ancient bomulaiies of France, have 
r: ason to congratulate ihcm.seivcs upon 
the comparative lightness of their bur¬ 
thens. A great many of your Majesty’s 
subject.?, inclyding some in high stations, 
have, at diirerent times, expressed their 
astonishment, and, indeed, their vexation, 
that the people of France should be so 
slow in rebelling against their Emperor, 
with w hom your Majesty made a treaty 
of peace and “amity" only aboOt seven 
or eight years go ; but, if tlicy had been 
informed of the facts here stated, relative 
to (the commerce of France, and e.speci- 
ally relative to the revenue yielded by 
that commerce, together with the relief 
thereby given to all the othet sources of 
taxatiiiii, itself not .appearing as a tax ;' if 
they had been duly informed of these 
facts, and had been possessed of but a 
very moderate portion of that sort of 
knowledge, which enables men to trace 
popular dijicontents to their real causes^ 
they never would have entertained a hope 
of seeing a rebellion in France. 

But, great as are the financial advan¬ 
tages of this commerce, Napoleon deijives 
frofti it the still greater advantage attend¬ 
ing such a nursery of seamen. It has been 
most clearly proved, over and over again, 
that, for our navy, the nursery is our coast¬ 
ing i^ade.. There requires, therefore, no- 
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^hing more to satisfy us, thgt, from a 
coasting trade such as 1 have*described, 
the advantage to Napoleon is so great as 
to excite well-grounded alarm •in the 
.mind of every reflecting Englishman, k 
is frorrv this copious source, that the Em¬ 
peror of I'Vance has drawn those hundreds 
of thousands of seamen, with whom he has 
manned his fleets and squadrons for many 
years past, and which fleets and squadrons, 
thoTTgh always hitherto defeated, and, in 
many histances, captured %nd destroyed, 
by the superior skill and valour of your 
Majesty's fleets, answer the terrible pur¬ 
pose of causing us to keep up a force-by 
land as v%ell as sea .so immense, so dispro¬ 
portionate to our population and our pecu¬ 
niary means, that the country is stripped 
of its youth and its vigour, the fields are 
le/t to be tiffed by the dccrepid, and the 
taxes are so general and so heavy, and the 
anticipations upovi them so large, that 
lope, which alleviates ail other burthens, 
here refuses her sustaining hand. Year 
alW year, we not only see the taxes and 
the tax-gatherers increase j we not only 
feel their immediate pressare, but, we 
see mortgaged, deeper and deeper, the 
very seeik of property; we see taken 
. fr(?m us, for the jmrposes of current ex¬ 
pence, that which was held out tt^usasthe 
sure pledge of permanent relief. Could 
we once he sure, that it was out of the 
power of iNa|»oleon lo scnd*a jket lo sea, 
how difl'erent would be our situation! 
Ilut, this assurance we ean never have, so 
long as he has the command of the sea¬ 
men, necessarily employed in such a 
commerce. How often, within tlie. last 
fifteen years, have we “ unniliHatcd” the 
navy of Erance; how often liuve we 
“ swept the ocean:” but, still I'lance, in Jio 
midst of all this annihilation^ finds the 
means of sending out I’liesh squadrons a»id 
fleets; and proves, beyond a doubt, that 
shd possesses, in spil^ of all we have 
hitherto done, the means of forming a 
navy in a very short space of time. 

The parliament has recently been told, 
in your Majesty’s name, that the aid you 
aTe giving to the enemies of l-VancCj upon^ 
the continent of Europe, is given with a 
view of keeping Napoleon from oar own shores. 
The expressions are somewhat difterent, 
but,^tliis is the substance, this is the real 
meaning of the words. Does it^not, then, 
become me, if I have it in my power, to 
> prove to«}’oa, that this is not the way to 
I keep the conqueror from the shores of 
i Ektgland? That this is- a waste of, our 


means ? That it hal no other effect than 
tnat of augmenting at once our debts and 
our taxes, and of hasienittg the day, when 
the cries of the widbw •and the orphan 
shall proclaim, whether or not " a n-ational 
“ debt be a national blessing r” 

In what way, I sj^ould like to ask of your 
Majesty’s servants, their subsidies to the 
enemies of France upon the continent are 
to keep Napoleon Itoni our shores? it* 
by giving him employment upon the conti¬ 
nent? That, of course, must keep him 
from our shores for a while; but, the possi¬ 
bility, at least, is, that, by all tlie means 
we caa contrive, by all the wars we can ' 
excite, and by all the treasui^ we can 
fquaijder, he cannot, for any long time, he 
thus employed ; and, consequently, when 
he can no longer be so»employed, wx*, 
upon the very princijtle on which this aid 
is given to his enemies, must be in immi¬ 
nent danger. TherelbVe, by our present 
line of polices, by our present system of 
defence, by our present explicit avowal, 
if Napoleon succeed in subduing all his 
enemies upon the cnntiiicnt, wc have very 
little hope of being able to resist him. 

This, yir, though neither very consoling 
nor very honourable to the country, is the 
conclusion to be drawn from the declara¬ 
tions as well as the acts of your Majesty’s 
servants, who appe-ar to have given up all 
hope of England being able, if left to 
herself, to provide even for her safety, 
leaving her honour totally out of the ques¬ 
tion. vViid this opinion is, indeed, very 
reasonable, upon the .supposition, that the 
present is the only .sysietn of naval warfare 
that can be adopted. Upon the supposicitm, 
that w(*have it not in oJr pt)vver to jirevent 
Napoleon from carrying on an uninter¬ 
rupted exchange of products, the mostr 
valuable of all coinmeice, between all the 
countries from Naples to MaPscillcs, and 
liom Bayonne to Hamburgh ; that wc are 
unable to prevent him from connecting all 
these countries, and consolitiating them 
under his sway, by ties oi'convenLcnte and 
of interest as well as by the powet of his 
arms and of his civil and •political estab¬ 
lishments ; that we arc unable, with all 
our endless list'of ships, to oounteraci the 
operations of signal posts, ucrended each by 
a crfhple of invalids; that, in spite of all 
we are able to do, France will teem wgh 
seamen, naval stores, and all the means 
cf speedily creating ta vtavy; Upon this 
s'jpposition, it is, indeed, pcrtectly reason¬ 
able lo conclude, that, 'when Napoleon has 
put down all Ins euqpiius updh the gonti- 
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iient, when he hjts remived tlie passihility 
of there ni«eting with further hostility ex¬ 
cited by our goW, ourseJves skull be 
unable to resist his pmier for any great length 
of tiwe. Upon such a supposition, this 
conclusion is liatural; but, as 1 think 1 
shall be able to shew, in ,my next letter, 
such a supposition is not founded in truth, 
and that we have tine abili^ to do with 
fespy:t to the comnier<?e oi I-'raiice, wdth 
’ respect to that fruitful source of power io 
her and,of ilanger to us; that we have the 
ability to do all those things, which are 
necessary to our safety, permanent as well 
ns present, and vvilli a comparatively »nail 
portion of expence. 

When one looks at the navy of Engltyid ; 
at the quarter of a million^f people w-liom, 
in various ways ifceniploys; at the fifteen 
or seventeen millions of money (a fifth 
part, I believe, of the rental of the ivhole 
kingdom) timt it annifhlfy costs; when one 
looks at this wonderful power,* this mass 
of means, this focus of the fertility of our 
soil and of the industry, ingenuity, valour, 
and patriotism of the nation ; when one 
contemplates all this, and reads the history 
of the war, for several years past, one 
cannot help being slruclt with the disparity 
between tlte means and the elfect. For 
tvhut purpose are all tliis preparation and 
all the sacrifices which it occasions ? What 
does this immense navy accomplish ? If, 
for many years past, all its prizes and all 
the mischief it has done to the enemy were' 
estimated, they would not amount to 
enough to pay the expellees of finding the 
navy in water. The navy is our defence, it 
may be said ; but, that cannot be said, 
without acknowled^ng, that we ar« defi¬ 
cient either in the strength or the courage 
or the will to defend our country by land. 
As tlie means of mere dfcnce, either tlic 
army or the flavy must be considered as 
superfluous, or else we acknoiVledgc our- 
» selves to be inferior to our enemy in point 
of valoun or of disposition to defend our 
country. To consider the navy as the 
means of*roere defence,sis, in fact^to ac¬ 
knowledge, at oiK'e, that Napoleon has it' 
always in his pow'er to put us to an ex- i 
pence of seventeen millions a year, with¬ 
out any other expence on his part than 
that of the paper an^J ink, composihg; a 
paragraph in one of his Moniteurs. The 
navy should be made the means of attack, 
the means of amitiylnce, the means of 
distress through the empire of our enemy<i 
The taking or destroying of ships at sea, 
the ca^tutiug oi' c^oieS) ’ffill avail us 
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nothing, while the everfertik sevree (f nam 
power exists vkburt in the dominions (f France, 
In war, as well as in everything else, 
those difikulties and dangers, of which vve 
can foresee no end, ai;e most powerful in 
subduing the mind ; in producing Yi'cari- 
ncss, disgust, relaxation of efforts, and fi- 
milly, a disposition to give up the contest. 
And, 1 beseech your Majesty to consider, ♦ 
what prospect there is, or can be, of an 
end to our difficulties and dangers, vvlftie' 
Napoleon possesSes,undisturbed, the means 
of building and manning fleets of ships of 
war, though England, at the same time, 
maintains a navy at the expence of seven¬ 
teen millions a year; what prospect there 
, can be of peace and safety to England, 
while France, insensible of the calami¬ 
ties, and almost of the existence, of war, is 
able to impose upon your MSjesty^s sub¬ 
jects burthens such as were never before, 
heard of, and which, with the duration of 
war, must necessarily increase. To me,. 
tlierefurc, it appears evident, that’unless 
our inode of warfare be changed ; wi- 
less our immense means be made use of 
to annoy and distress the enemy, and par¬ 
ticularly to cut off his naval resources, we” 
shall fail in this contest, ivhich is»not only 
for honour but for indepeiidence. * 

The./«(^s which 1 have stated, relative 
to the ciymmeree carried on in the domi¬ 
nions *of Napoleon, are stated u}X)n swcA 
authority, that 1 have no scruple in vouch¬ 
ing for their truth. So minute, indeed, i.s 
my information, that 1 could have named 
times and plaxes and other particulars, in 
confinnation of every fact, relative to this 
'commerce, that I have stated in general 
terms. That such a commerce, so exten¬ 
sive, so beneficial to the parties concernerl 
ill it| forming so complete a chain of con¬ 
nection beween the several countries 
whose means Napoleon must wish to unile 
and bring under tiis controul, so fertile in 
all the means of restoring oi* creating^ a 
vast naval power ; that such a commerce 
existed 1 know that the people of England 
could not have supposed possible, and I 
verily believe, that your Majesty’s ser¬ 
vants were, in this respect, little bette? 
informe'd than the nation at large ; for, to 
believe otherwise would be to suppose 
them guilty of a heinous offence against 
their master as well as against his people. 
To believe, tlwit they knew of the exist¬ 
ence of a commerce, cai-ried on in thb 
dominions of Na]aoleon, and employing, 
perhaps; two hundred thousand mariners ; 
^o be^ievo that they knew of Xbe etdstenb* 
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' of such i commerce while they were con- 
gratulating us upon the ‘dnnihiliAton of the 
maritime po*ver of France, would be to 
accuse them of hypocrisy unparalipicJ in 
the history of human depravity. Of this 
liiiDwled^e, therefore, I actjuit them, and 
.shall be well satisfied, if tliey now, though 
late, adopt measures calculated to remove 
fsom us that danger, which, if their pre¬ 
sent system be adhered to, can, as far as I 
call*perceive, never terminate but in the 
subjugation of our country, and, of course, 
in the subversion of your Majesty’s throne. 

In my next, I shall endeavour to shew, 
that the commerce of France viaj/ be de¬ 
stroyed, and, of course, that her vast means 
of creating a naval force, may be cut off. 
The real causes of the ineiriciency of our 
navy, in this respect, will be found to lie 
much deeper^han is generally imagined, 
and where, I am sure, your Majesty does 
not suspect, because, supported as your 
Majesty would be Ity the unanimous voice 
of your people, you possess the power of 
removing for ever the most mischievous 
of those causes. The war upon the con¬ 
tinent may prove very embarrassing to 
N'apoleon ; it may produce his overthrow: 
but it may jjroduce exactly contrary ef- 
feeft ; it may not only relieve him from 
all those embarrassments which he has 
hitherto experienced, but may end in the 
complete overthrow of every thing that 
calls itself our friend. This a#complished, 
as far as relates to the East, how quickly 
will the wings of revenge, united with 
those of ambition, bear him to the South ! 
And, if he once obtain secure po-ssession 
of the whole of the coasts of Portugal 
and Spain, what, if we persevere in our 
present mode of warfare, is to prevent him 
from sitting himself quietly down, ayd 
seeing us exhaust ourselves, wcaf ourselves 
out, torment our^;e^e^ with coiitinuiil 
alarm, while his dominions have only to 
support a flotilla at Boulogne and an aimy 
of England, at an expence, perhaps, not 
greater than that which we arc pnt to for the 
maintenance of the Local Militia ? Where, 
then, should we look for an end of our 
dittiger ? There never more, while that 
. state of things lasted, could be peace, dnited' 
with safety, for England. 

If this paper should (which I greatly 
doubtf reach the ear of your Majesty, 

I hope, that, by this concluding p,aragraph, 
I shall prevail upon you to distrast those, 
who flatter you with the prospe<ft of 
seeing the people of France revolt against 
th«ir Emperor^to do which there has mot 


■ appearedj in any shafte, the smallest ia-^ 
efination. I be.seech your Majesty t® 
consider, that gill thos**persons, in France 
and her new dominion#, xtlio arc now froni 
twenty to forty years of age; that is to 
say, all that part of the population, which, 
in times of disturbance, decide the fate of 
governments, have* been reared up in . 
principles, which niu.st make them hazard 
tlieir lives a thousand times over, rather * 
than see their country return to the an¬ 
cient order of things; and that, supposing 
principle and prejudice to have no weight, 
still sef-interest, tliat all-powerful stimulus, 
will npver suffer a nation consisting, in 
great part, of those who are styloid usurp¬ 
ers of^the soil, to permit any thing which ' 
sliall expose them to the chance, however 
small, of being ousted frorp their usurpa¬ 
tions. I trust, therefore, that your Majesty 
will be induced to place no reliance upon 
any such events; aritl,t)f course, that you 
will be the more disposed to adopt such 
measures as shall tend to bring into fair 
operation the naval power of the country, 
and thereby to keep alive the hopes of 
your people. Hitherto there has always 
been some ground for hope, or the people 
have, at least, imagined such ground. But, 
if Austria should fall ; and if, which 
would be the almost certain consequence, 
the Southern Peninsula should follow, 
where then, if the means of suddenly forming 
a navy he still suffered to exist in France, will 
be our ground of hope i The gloom of 
despair will pervade, and must pervade, 
the political horizon ; to submission alone 
we can look for any alleviation of our 
burthens, and, though the thought will, at 
first, be^accompanied with horror, to that 
submission we shall, in time, fashion our 
minds. 

Such, sir, is my view of this subject. 
For the truth of niy./ac/s, I voach with as 
much confidence as if they had come 
under my own eyes; and my reasoning 
upon them is, as 1 believe, corrpcl. I 
have sometimes been wrong in my opi¬ 
nions, but I have mqph oflener beer> right; 
and, in this instance, the greatest favour I 
\%’ould presume to ask from your Majesty 
would he, that your war-mh{isters, by sea 
and land, should be called upon to prove 
the erroneousness either of ray premises or 
my conclusions, llie sentfing out of 
40,0('0 men, the selecting of proper persons 
to command them, the planning of oj>erations 
for such an army; all this is of great c6n- 
sequence i»i itself, but it is nothittg at all 
when oomparWi to the object which J 
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have submitted to fbe consideration of 
^ our Miiiesty; to the evil wliicli I liavf 
pointed out, and tcftlhc reijiedv wliidh i 
shall hereafter iRiva the honour to sub- 
lait. * 

I am, &c. &.C. &c. 

COBBKrr 

Motley, \3th July 

• « SUMMARY tn-' POLITICS. 

Austuia.- Upon what grounds I know 

not, but it is certain, that an opinion is ge¬ 
nerally prevalent, that the emperor of 
Austria is getting the upperhand pf his 
broiher ot Prance. The Jicws-papers np- 
•pear to be so full of this notion, and so 
gay and lively and evefi witty, upon the* 
occasion, that J have been earnestly en¬ 
deavouring to find out some reason for be¬ 
lieving .their hopes and expectations to be 
built on solid foundntions. After long 
and diligent inquiry, howevCT, 1 tan find 
no such foundations. I still see Napoleon 
at V'ienna, and I know, that, if he were 
in London, the wretches,-w ho now pretend 
to believe, that he is.in astateofdi.sgrace, 
would lose not a moment in hastening to 
swear allegiance' to him, or, if required, 
to his horse. How men are to be found 
impudent enough to argue, that merely 
because he lies in tlie capital of the coun¬ 
try a month without making any great 
r.il vance.s, he must, ilwi tfore, be in a fai r way 
of being defeated, is sutliciently astonish¬ 
ing ; but, bow any body, any six people 
in the world, can be found to believe 
them, to look upon such reasoning as 
sound, surpasses one’s utmost nolionli of 
credulity. WereJ, indeed, to heaj^' of his 
having actually fallen back some score or 
two of leagues, 1 should begin to listen to 
hopes of his final defeat; but,while 1 see 
him still in<the capital of the Austrian em¬ 
pire, with a part of his army pu.shiiigon into 
Hungary, must I not be a beast to believe; 
to persuade niy.self, or to suficr others to 
j^ersua^Te me, that he is in a lair way of 
being cU'leated, and i|^i iven back in dis¬ 
grace.? My dcfided opinion is, that'Na¬ 
poleon, so far from being uporMtln! ev^ 
ijf a defeat, is upon the eve of totally 
annihilating the authority of the House 
of Austria; and this opinion is foamJed 
upon the same rea'^oning, whereon, if 
Nctpoleon were in London wiUi a con- 
ejuering army, I jrhonld be of opinion that 
he «as upon the eve of totally annihilating 
the authority of the House of Brunswick. 
Ho ntiiy he defeated: his {rueseni situa^on 
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may he perilous; and the French fleetj 
when it c^mes oat again, may beat the 
Lnglis'h fleet; hut, as to likolihood, one 
is, at present, just as likely as the other. 

-If indeed, the philosophers, who 

conduct the Morning Post and the Courier, 
could assure me, and convince me of the 
truth of their assurances, that Buonaparte’s 
army was officered wiih pimps, buffoons/ 
bastards, harlot’s bullies and brothers, 
uncles and cousins; if, indeed, they cffuill 
prove to me, that Buonaparte did iwt look 
ujjon brains as being necessary in the com¬ 
position of a general, and was content,to 
take any creature that was brought to 
him, provided it had a pair of eyes just to 
keep itself out of the fire, and a hole in its 
face wherein to put vjcluals and drink ; if 
they could prove tome, that Napoleon did 
not see with his own eyes, ^ut with the 
eves of that many-headed monster, his 
t'orps Legislatif, who, by their deeds, have 
proved themselves to be the most stupid as 
well as the most corrupt asseiirbly that has 
ever been heard of in the civilized worJd ; 
if, indeed, Buonaparte were once to fall 
into the practice of sullering the high sta¬ 
tions in his army to he filled up with th& 
booby sons and other relations of these 
fellows, or of their wives and their uns¬ 
tresses, yr, which would be more likely, 
l)y the paramours of their wives and mis- 
trcs.sts ; if 1 could be assured, that be had 
exchanged the Dukes of Rivoli, Dantzick, 
Abrantes, and the rest of his generals, for 
an etjual number of besotted animals, on# 
half of whose life has been spent over 
the bottle and the other half in bed; if 
I could be convinced, that his army 
was under the command of known, proven, 
notorious fools, and peculators, mn;iy of 
wljpm united the two characters in 
the same person, and who, on account of 
thyir ideoty, had, a ‘'subaltern peculator 
sent with them to take care of their pil¬ 
lage; ib in short, I could 'convinced, 
that, all of a sudden, the character of Na¬ 
poleon’s army was totally changed, and, 
that, instead, of exciting' fear in the ene¬ 
mies of France, it was become formidable 
only to France herse(f; if any thing likb 
this, w*liich goes alnio.st beyond the hounds 
of imagination, could be proved to me to 
exist, then, indeed, I should begin to ex¬ 
pect, in good earnest, to see Napoleon re-, 
treat in disgrace, and though pursuetf like 
a hare, bragging that his pursuer was 
atraifl to face him, , and, when oaught, at 
last, and beaten to a mummy, I should ex¬ 
pect to see him, by an imyious mockecy 
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* of religion, singing' To Deum for the victo¬ 
ry he hart gained. But, not Uking able 
to perceive any such change in the French 
army ; seeing no proof) that the iptfirest 
and honour of the French nation are like¬ 
ly to be ^sacrificed to the interests of any 
hungry individual or greedy family ; see- 
*ing no proof that the war against Austria 
has been fomented and kept up for the 
purpose of providing for the relations of 
th(?^o;ys Legislattf or for those of any 
body else; not being abl» to perceive 
any change of this sort, and particularly 
not seeing the smallest symptom of the 
poisonous influence of that most corrupt 
assembly, the Corps Legislatif, 1 really do 
not, and cannot, see that there ars any 
good grounds for believing, that the 
French army will, in the present case, be 
compelled to»get off in disgrace, and that 
they will go skulking back to France, slip¬ 
ping in by half-dozens at a time, as the 
philosophers of the Morning Post seem to 
expect they will. 


OFFICIAL PAPFRS. 
AMERICA. 

Washington, May 22 .— Extra Session.— 
Thfc day lioth Houses of Congress assem¬ 
bled in their respective chambers. In 
Senate twenty-one Members attended. In 
the Lower House, at the first call,*li.’0 
Members appeared.—General Varnum is 
re-elected Speaker.— 

President’s Message. 

At twelve o’clock, the President of the 
United States communicated, by Mr. Gra¬ 
ham, the i'ollowing Message to both Houses 
•f Congress ;— 

Washington City, May 28. 

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and of 
the House of Representatives;*—On t!iis 
first occasion of, theeting you, it af¬ 
fords me much satisfaction, to be able to 
communicatii the commencement of a 
favourable change in otir foreign relations; 
the critical state of which induced a Ses¬ 
sion of Congress-at this period.—Incon¬ 
sequence of the provisions of the Act in¬ 
terdicting commercial intercourse with 
Great Britain and France, our Mhiisler? 
at London and Paris were, without delaj', 
instructed to let it be understood by the 
French and British Governments, that the 
authbrity vested in the executive, to renew 
cominercia! intercourse with their respec¬ 
tive naliens, would be exercised in the 
case sfjecified by that act.—Soon after 
these instructions were dispatched, it was 


I found that the Britisbtxovernment, antici 
' pdling, from earlyproceedings of Congreai 
at their last Session, ti^ state of dbr laws, 
which has ha(1 the effeo^of placing the 
two belligerent Powers on a footing of 
equal restrictions, and relying on the con¬ 
ciliatory disposition of the United States, 
had transmitted their Legation here 
provisional instructions, not only to offer 
satisfaction for the attack on the frigate 
Chesapeak, ■ and to make known the de¬ 
termination of his Britannic Majesty, to 
send an Envoy Extraordinary with powers 
to conclude a treaty on all points between 
the two countries.; but moreover, to sig¬ 
nify his willingness, in the mean time, to 
withdraw bis Orders in Council, in the 
[Persuasion that the intercourse with Great 
Britain would be renewed on the part of 
the United States.-^Thesl steps of the 
British Government led to the corres¬ 
pondence and the ps-otlimiation now laid 
before you ; Ay virtue of which, the com¬ 
merce between the two countries will be 
renewable after the lOth day of June next. 
—Whilst 1 take pleasure in doing justice 
to thcV'ounsels of his Britannic Majesty, 
which, no longer adhering to the policy 
which made an abandonment by France, 
of her Dccree.s, a pre-requisite to a revoca¬ 
tion of the British Orders, have substituted 
the amicable course which has issued thus 
happily ; I cannot do less than refer to 
the proposal heretofore made on the part 
of the United States, embracing a like re¬ 
storation of the suspended commerce, as a 
proof of the spirit of accommodation which 
has at no time been intermitted, and to 
the re.su!t which now calls for our congra¬ 
tulations as con oboratifig the principles 
by whif'h the public councils have been 
guided during a j)eriod of the most trying 
embarrassments.—The discontinuance ot 
the British Orders as they respect the 
United States, having been thus arranged, 
a covnmunicalion of the event has been Ibr- 
warded, in one of our public vessels, to our 
Minister Plenipotentiary at Paris, b'jth in¬ 
structions to avail himself of the inqportant 
additioif thereby nrade, to the considera¬ 
tions which press on the justice of the 
l-Vench (iovevnmcnt a revocation of its 
Decrees, or such a modifiedtion of them, 
as tJjey shall cease to violate the neutral 
commerce of the Urtited Stales.-—The re*- 
vision of our commercial laws, propei*to 
adapt them to the arrangement which has 
taken place with GreAt Britain, will doubt¬ 
less engage the early attention of Gongress. 
It will be worthy, at the same time, oi 
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their just and provida.it care, to make such 
further alterations in the law's, as will 
more especially pfgteot and foster the 
several brandiacL at manuftit'ture which 
have been recently Instituted cv extended 
by the laudable exertions of our citizens.— 
It will rest with the judgment of Congress 
to decide how far the <change in our ex¬ 
ternal prospects ma}' auihori.se any modi¬ 
fications of the laws relating to the army 
' arMi navy establishments.—The w'orks of j 
defence for our sea-port towns and har- I 
bours have proceeded with as much acti¬ 
vity as "the season of the year and other 
circumstances would admit. It is neces¬ 
sary, however, to state, that the appro¬ 
priations hitherto made being found to be 
deficient, a farther prolusion wiil <Llaim« 
the early consideration of Congress.—The 
whole of the eight per coot, stock remain¬ 
ing due by the United States, amounting 
to 5,300,000 dollars, ^ad been reimbur.sed 
on tlie last day of (he year ISps. And on 
the 1st day ot April last, the sum in the 
Treasury exceeded nine and a half mil¬ 
lions of dollars. Thi.s, together with the 
receipts of the current year, on account 
of former Revenue bonds, will probably 
be nearly, if not‘altogether sufficient, to 
defray the expences of the year. But the 
suspension of exports and the consequsnt 
decrease of importations, during the last 
twelve months, will necessarily cause a 
great diminution in the receipts of the 
year 1810. After that year, shouldmur 
foreign relations be undisturbed, the reve¬ 
nue will again bc giiore than commensu¬ 
rate to ail the expenditures.—Under the 
existing aspect of our affairs, 1 have lliought 
it not inconsistent with a just precaution, 
to have the gun-boats, w'ilh the cxtJeption 
of those at New Orleans?, placed in a situ¬ 
ation incurring no expence beyond that 
requisite for^their preservation, and con- 
venieiicy for future service; and to have 
the crews of those at New Orleans reduced 
to the number required for their naviga¬ 
tion and‘safety.—1 have thought also, that 
our. citizens deticbed in quotas of militia, 
amounting to 100,00(),‘under the* Apt of 
March 1808, might not improperly be re¬ 
lieved from the state in which they were* 
held for immediate service. A discharge 
of them has been accordingly directed,— 

. The progress foade in caising and organiz- 
ing,tlie additional military force, for which 
provision was made by the Act of April, 
J&08, together witli the disposition of the 
troops, w-ill appear by a Report vvhich the 
Secretary of War is preparing, vriiich 
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will be laid before you.—Of the additional 
frigates rwjuired by an Act. of the last 
Se.ssion to be fitted fo*’ actual service, 
two .ire in readiness, one nearly so, and 
the fourth is expected to be ready in the 
month of July. A Report which the Se¬ 
cretary of the Navy is preparing* on the 
subject, to be laid before .Congress, will 
shew, at the same time, the progress made 
in officering and manning the.se ships. 
It will shew also the degree in whiefothe 
provi.sions of the Act relative to ttyj other 
public armed vessels have been carried 
into effect.—Aware of the inconvenience 
of a protracted Session at the present sea¬ 
son of the year, I forbear to call the at¬ 
tention of the Legislature to any matters 
not particularly urgent. It remain.s, there¬ 
fore, only to assure you of the fidelity and 
alacrity with which 1 shall ce-operate for 
the welfare and happiness of our country, 
and to iway that it may experience a con¬ 
tinuance oi the Divine blessings by which 
it has been so signally favourcil. 

(Signed) J.vmes Madisoj,, 


Sweden.— Proclamation issued by the neip 
King, on Im ascending the Throne. 

We, Charles XIII. by the Crace of Gfcd, 
King of Sweden, &c. to all our i'aithful 
subjccts,'&c. &c. greeting.—When, under 
Divh}P Providence, we assumed some time 
ago, the Provisional Government of our 
beloved native couimy, committed to us 
by the Stales of our feealm, wc immedi¬ 
ately called the attention of the Diet to 
the indispen.sable and important task of 
framing a new Constitution, calculated to 
promote the pvo.sperity, tranquillity, and 
welfare of the country, by an irrevocable 
union between the mutual rights and duties 
of flic King and People of Sweden.—The 
S.tates iiaving informed ps that -they have 
nof only performed the important task 
committed to them by us, aijd the confi¬ 
dence of their fell6w subjects, but also 
that they have chosen us King of Sweden, 
and of the Goths and Vandals, requesting 
our approbation of that choice, the cordial 
and loyal manner in which that election 
was made, did not allow us to decline its 
acceptance. Relying on the Omnipotent, 
wl» explores the inmost recesses of the 
human heaj’t, and knows the sincerity and 
purity of our sentiments, moved by^’th® 
most fervefft love and zeal for our native 
land, which can only cease with,our ex¬ 
istence, and trusting we shall be most 
powerfully supported by the loyal attach- 
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fncpt of the noble Swedish nation, we have l.receired recraits, wbicllscarcely filled the 
tlrerefore accepted tlie Crown and*Sceptre I vacincies, and who do fiot understand the 
of Sweden.—It is far more gratifying to I use of arms,— He recktyjs the Ji«s t»f the 
' our feelings, to have been called upqa by I Archduke John, ind Palatinff, in the battle 
the free and unconlrouled voice of the of the Raab, at ] 2,000 men. According 
people —to become their King, their Pjo- to the report of the Hungarian prisoners, 
tcctor, and Defender, than if w'e had as- the Pafatine was on tlidt day the first to 
(fended the ancient Swedish Throne merely take to flight.—Soine^)ersons seem to wish 
by Tight of Hereditary Succession. We to put in opposition the force of the Aus- 
shall govern the kingdom and people of trian army at Essling, estimated at 90,000 
•Sweltefi, as an imlulgent parent does his 
children ;• with implicit confidence in the 
honest; iwith forbearance towards tfjose 
who .etr undeliberately ; uprightness to¬ 
wards all; and when the day arrives, the 
near approach of which is announced by 
our advanced age, which shall put an end 
•to our worldly cares, we will hail our last 
moments with the pious resignation of the 
just, and close tt by blessing you all. 

(Signed) Charles. 

Gi;st. Suyos.ielko, Aulic Chancellor. 

Council Hall, Stockhftlm Castle, 

June 0, 1809. 


• FiiENcn Army in Austria.— Twenty-first 
. Bulletin, dated Vienva, Jufie 22. 

* An aid-d(vcanipof prince Joseph Ponia- 
towsRy is arrived at the head-quarters of 
the army of the Grand Duchy. On the 
loth of this month, prince Serge Galitzin, 
was to be at I.ublin, and has advanced»to 
Saiidomir.—The enemy pleases himself 
in spreading ephemeral Bulletins, in which 
he always boasts of victory'.—According 
to his account he took 20,000 muskets, and 
2,0(X) cuirassiers in the battle of Essling. 
He says, that on the 21st and 22d he was 
master of the field'of battle ; he has caused 
to be printed, and circulated an engraving 
of that battle, in which we see him stri4r 
ing over both shores, and Iris flatteries 
traversing the islands inij the field of bat; 
tie in every direction. He also imagines 
a battle which* he calls the battle of Ket- 
see*, in which a number of French have 
been killed or taken. These chiUlislt re¬ 
ports, hawked ab'out by small columns, 
like that of Schill, are tactics employed 
to unquiet and rouse the country.—Gene¬ 
ral Marziarps, who was made prisoner in 
the battje of Raab, has arrived at the head 
quarters. He says, that since the battle 
of the Piave, the Archduke John has lost 
two-tbirds of his army ; that he a|l.erward9 

* Ketsee is situated on the right bank 
■ of the Danube, and a league in the- inte¬ 
rior. - 


meri, with the 80,000 men which hav«» 
been made prisoners since the opening of 
the campaign!—They have shewn very 
little reflection. The Austrian army en* 
tered upon the campaign w'ith nine corps 
of 4.0,005 men each ; and they had in the 
interior, corps of recruits and lantfwehrs; 
so* that* Austria really had more than 
4-00,000 men under Si-ms.—From the bat¬ 
tle of Abersberg, to the takihg of Vienna, 
they reckon that in Italy and Poland we 
have taken 100,000 prisoners from the 
enemy, and he has lost 100,000 men in 
killed, deserted and dispersed. There 
still remains therefore to him, 200,000 
men, distributed as follow:—The archduke 
John had, in (he battle of Raab, 50,000 
men. The principal Austrian army was, 
previous to the battle of Essling, 90,000 
men. There remained 25,000 men with, 
the Archduke Ferdinand at Warsaw, and 
2.5,000 men were dispersed inthe Tyrol and 
Croatia, and spread in bands on the confines 
of Bohemia.—^I’he Austrian army at E.ss- 
lirig, was compo.scd of the fir.st corjis, com¬ 
manded by gen. Bellegarde, the only one 
which had not been engaged, and which 
was still entire, and the wrecks of the 2d, 
3d, 4th, 5th, and 6lh corps, which had been 
crushed in the preceding battles. If these 
corps half suilered no loss, and had united 
such as they were at the commencement 
of the campaign, they would have formed 
240,000 men. The enemy had nojnore than 
90,000 men'; thus we see how enormous 
the losses are which they have suffered. 
—When the Archduke John entered ow 
the cinnpaignv his army was compo3q|d of 
the 8th and 9th corps amounting to 8p,000 
men. At*Raab he had only 50,000. But 
in^ these 50,000 were comprised 15,000 
'Hungarians of the insurrection. His loss 
was therefore really 4-5,000‘men. The 
Archduke Ferdinand entered Warsavv, 
with the 7th corps, consisting of 4A,000 
men. He is reduced to 25,000. His loSk 
is therefore 15,000 meq. yVe will see how 
these different calculations are made and 
verified.—The Viceroy has, with SOiOOO 
French, beatea«t Raab, 50,000 men. At 
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tssling 90,000 Berlhave been beaten and 
restrained by 30,<)60 French, who wodld 
have rJbmpletely*footed and destroyed 
them, if the caflhrying away of the bridges 
had not caused a want of aiKinunition.— 
The great etJorts of Austria have been the 
result of pape'r money, and the resolution 
of the Austrian goveriRnent to risk all. In 
the danger of bankruptcy, which would 
have brought abou( a revolution, she has 
preferred to add 500 millions to the mass 
of her paper money, and try a last effort 
to have it circulated through Germany, 
Italy, and Poland. It is very probable 
that this consideration has influenced, 
more than any. other, her determinations. 
—Not a'^single regiment has been drawn 
from Spain, e.Kcept ihe^mperial Guard.— 
Gen. count Lailrislon 'continues the siege 
of Kaab with'thc greatest activity: the 
town has been on tire for twenty four hours, 
and this army, which at Essling has gained 
so great a victory, that she took 20,000 
muskets, and 2,000 cuirasses ; that army 
which at Ketsec, killed so many, and made 
so many prisoners ; that, army which, ac¬ 
cording to its apocryphal Bulletins, has 
gained such great advantages at the bat¬ 
tle of Itaab, triinquilly secs its principal 
places besieged and burnt, Hungary inun¬ 
dated by parties, and to save its empress, 
its dicasleus, all the precious effects of 
government, have removed them to the 
frontiers of Turkey, and to the utmost 
extremity, of Europe.—An Austrian major 
had the temerity to cross the Danube at 
the mouth of th6 March, in two boats. 
Gen. Villy Vieux met him with some 
companies, drove him into the water, and 
made 40 prisoner^. 

Twraty-secmd Bulletin, dated Vienna, 
June 21-. 

Kaab h%s capitulated. This city forms 
an excellent position in the centre of Hun¬ 
gary / it is defended by bastions; its 
ditches are full of water, and an inunda¬ 
tion fdvers a part of it. It is situated at 
the confluence of three rivers; it resem¬ 
bles, on a small scale,*lhe redHctiVtn,.of the 
grand entrenched camp, where the eneniv 
hoped to a.ssembie and exerci.se the Hun¬ 
garian insuileclion, and where he had 
construe!ed immense works. The garrison, 
1 ,B(K) strong, was iiiiKiflicient. The enemy 
intended to have left 5,000 men, but by 
the battle Raab, his army was separated 
from A that plach? *1 he city has suffered 
considerably from'a bombardmeynt of eight 
days, which tias destroyc4 its finest edi¬ 


fices; all that could be said as t6 the ip- 
utility of^ defence was inellectual: it was 
misled by the hope of being relieved.— 
Count,,Metternich, after having remained 
three days at the advanced posts, is re¬ 
turned to Vienna. The secretary of eln- 
bas.sy, Dudon, and tlte persons attached to 
the allied legations who had not withdrawn ' 
previous to the capture of Vienna, were 
set free on the confines of Hungary, when 
intelligence of the loss of the hatflF'of 
Raab reached Buda.—^Two battalions of 
landwelir, two squadrons of uhlans, and 
one battalion of troops of the line, forming 
together 2,500 men, have entered Bay¬ 
reuth. They have, as usual, distributed 
proclamations, and endeavoured to excite 
insurrections. At the same time, general 
Amende entered Dresden with three bat¬ 
talions of the line, tin ee •‘battalions of 
landwehr, and a collection of men raised 
by the duke of Brnnsw iclc, and some squa- 
tirons of cavalry drSvvn from dillerent 
corps, forming in the whole from 7 to 
8,000 men.—The king of VVe.stphalia ha.s 
joined the 10th corps, and is on his march. 
The duke of.Valmy has put in motion the 


advanced cuard of the 


army 


of reserve 


vvliich he commanded. 

[Here follows the capitulation of Rilab, 
consisting of eleven articles, dated 22ntt 
June, by which it is agreed, that the gar¬ 
rison shall march out with the honours of 
war, and deposit their arms on the glacis, 
if not relieved by 4 o’clock in the after¬ 
noon of the 24tli; they are afterwards to 
proceed to Comorn, and are.not to ^erve 
against Eraiice or her allies during the 
war, or till regularly exchanged; tlie 
officers to retain their horses and swords, 
and the soldiers their knapsacks. 

[Signed)' McKOEa, Adj. Commaridante. 

• Dokre, Major. 

.(Approved) LaurpstAn. 

Ditto PscHY, Col. Com. of Raab.] 


dated 


Frengb Army in Spain.— Bulletin, 

Paris, June,29. 

The necessity of investing Gerona, and 
afterwards covering the operations of th» 
“Siege of that place, liad obliged the seventh 
corps to draw near to it. At the same 
,tiinc the third corps had detached one of 
Its divisions for the purpose of co-opera¬ 
ting in tho enterprise against the Asturias, 
and gen. SSchet, whocommandsit, thought 
proper to concentrate the remainder of 
liis troops in the vicinity of Saragossa,, 
along the Huerba, and on ijlie, Gallego..^*^ 
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The Spanish gen. Blake thoughj it a fa- mijty of the enemy’s position continuing 
Pourable moment to make a movement on to nold the authorities established,ky the 
the side of Arragon, and having united French at Corunna inMil^ction through 
h-is troops with a great number of aiTued I the fear of his return, no Communication 
peasants, he began his march on the l.'ith / being suilered with the British ships but 
June towards the Huerba, and the same by Ha^of truce, and the state of defence 
day made several attempts against diffe- in which the batteries and lines on the 
Vent points, without success. On the 15th sea side were left, rendering it dangerous 
hg advanced in considerable force on the for the Biitish to land or apprpach the 
side of Santa Fe, where gen. Suchet had col- coast in the event of the re-appearance qf—•* 
lee® about (J.OOO men, and expected that any of the enemy, capt. Hotham, on the 
the enenly, emboldened by *his apparent 24tb, ordered a detachment oi' seamen and 
inactivity, would push forward into the marines to land, disable the guns on the ■ 
pIaiH,<and afibrd an opportunity of attack, diflereut batteries bearing on the anchor- 
—^After several movements on both sides, age, oflijriug, at the same time, to the go- 
gen. Suchat was enabled to make a deci- vernor the services of the detaclmient in 
sive attack about five o’clock in the even- rendering any assistance that might be in 
ing. It was attended with the desired its power to the cause of the Spanish Pa- 
success ; and the enemy’s line, broken in triols. The cannons and mortars on the 
all .points, was completely routed. The sealinesatCornnna,andinthefortscom- 
pursuit of the cavalry was rapid, and those manding the bay, wereaccordingly dis- 
who escaped were indebted for flieir safety mounted on the .sarn^ Pay, leaving gn- 
to the rockj^ mountains, to which they fled touched those on the lines towards the 
for refuge.—The results of the action land which had been spiked by the enemy. 
were; at the departure of the courier, 20 —On the 26lh capt. Hotham sent capt. 
pieces of cannon, with their caissons, Parker, of his majtsiy’s ship Amazon, to 
iliree standards, and up\vards»of one hun- Fcrrol, where he was received by the peo- 
dred horses; a general of cavalry, three pie with the loudest acclamations of joy, 
‘colonels, fiVc lieutenant-colonels, two cap- and received from the higher orders of the 
■•tains, and more than 400 men were taken inhabitants the strongest possible marks 
prisoners. The enemy left 3,000 ^ead on of attachment to the linglish, and happi- 
the field of battle, and fled in the. greatest ness at seeing once more amongst them 
disorder. The most complete tranquillity an oflicer of that nation. The castle of 
prevailed in Saragossa during the battle; San Felipe, however, was still under the 
and gen. Suchet speaks in high terms command of a person appointed by mar- 
of the conduct of the inhabitants of that shal Ney, and attached to the P'renoh iij- 
city. U rest, with a garrison composed of a de¬ 

tachment of a legion, raised by the enemy 
(luring their possession of Ferrol and Co¬ 
runna ; gnd on the 27th capt. Hotham 
received information that the above com- 
manilant had given orders to fire on any 
English ships or boats that might attempt 
to pass the castle. In consequence, capt. 
Hotham repaired to Fcrrol in the Defiance, 
and landed tlic marines of that ship and 
the Amazon, with a party of armod sea¬ 
men, under the direction ()f capt. Prfl-ker, 
who entered the casSie without opptAition, 
preceded by a flag bearing the name of 
king Ferdinand VII. ami the Spanish 
colours. th e detadiment iheii proceeded 
to the town of Ferrol, where it was re- 
ceivifd in thii most affectionate manner by 
the inhabitants, and having arrested thf 
commandant of the castle in the name of 
king F> rdin.ind, sent diiin on board the 
together vtith the magazines and stores of Defiance. The governor of Ferrol not 
every kind, and completely disarmed the liavingani'nieunsofgarrisoning the castle, 
places and thoir inhabitants.—^The pr^xi- the guns in it Were spi)^ed, and the ponder 
• * , 


Spain.— From the London Gazette, July 8.— 
letters from Capt. Hotham to Adm. Lord 
Gambier, dated from the 22nd to the ‘iOth 
June. • 

In consequence*©!* th« defi^at sustained 
.by the enemy’s army under marshal Ney 
in the action against th^! Spanish I'orccs at 
the bridge of Payo, that general fell back 
on Corunna on the 1.3lh June, and imme¬ 
diately began to 'take measurr^s for relin¬ 
quishing the position of that place and 
Ferrol, removing liis forces by divisions 
• to an eneampment three leagues in ad¬ 
vance from Betanzos tovvards Lugo. Tlie 
last divisions of the French left Ferrol on 
the 2j8t, and Corunna on the 22nd, after 
having in both places spiked thc,guns and 
destroyed the defences on the land side. 



Letter from Copt. M'Kinkt/ to t]\e Jioti, Wi 
W. Pole, dated LiveUf, Vigo, June 2. 

Sir 1 have the honour of inclosing to 
you, for the information of my Lords Com- 
luissioners of the Admiralty, a Copy of a 
Letter I deceived from brigadier-general 
Carrera, c»nimanding a division of loyal 
Spanish troops, giving an' account of his 
taking from the French the city of St. Jago 
Compostella; by which their lordships 
will «ee the spirit gnd gallantry of fhe 
brigadier-genial, and the ardour of tlie 
troops under his orders.—I have the hogor 
to be, &c. , (Signed) Geo." M'Kineey.* 

Head-quarters Santiago, 23. 

' Santiago is in our possession : —vtbe 
enemy, consisting of S,000 infantry, with 
H pieces of artillery, and 300 horse, came 
out to meet usj aSid attacked us on our 
march in the plain called Be la Estrella. 
Our scouts having fallqg in* with their 
vol^^eors,' toid exchanged some firing,* 
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removed to the araenal, and the place Jeft 
under the commai^ of ^he former govern¬ 
or, who had be^in suspended by the enemy. 

—On the 28th, (Apt. Hothagi entered the 
p(>rt of Corunna, where he was informed 
by the governor that he had received in- 
ttructions from the n^rquis de la Romana, 
dated at Orense on the 27th, to proclaim 
his catholic majesty Ferdinand VII., with 
“advice that he had* dispatched a regiment 
from his army to attend the ceremony and 
garrison the place j the governor at the 
same time gave capt. Hotham assurances 
that the port was from that hour to be 
considered under the controul and autho¬ 
rity of ^hc lawful king of Spain; and the 
captain placed himself, and ewry aseistaiv^e 
t\hat the ships under his orders might be 
able to ailurdfat the governor's disposal.— 

On the 29 th, major-gen. the conde de 
Norona, capt.-gen. of Gallicia, arrived at 
Corunna from St? .fago, an^ was followed 
on .the next day by gen. Carrera with 
about 11,000 men, forming the Concle’s 
division of the marquis Romana’s army.— 

The French army under marshal Ney, 
moved from its camp near Betanzos on 
the 22nd, taking the road to Lugo and 
Astorga. It was reported, previously to 
its breaking up the camp, it destroyed its 
baggage and heavy artillery. — On the 
27th the marquLs de la Romana was stated 
to be at Orense with gen. Mahi and 30,000 
men.—Marshal Soul ?s position on the KUh 
was said to have been at Monforte and 
Uuiraga. 
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broughtfine the information, and I ordered 
the division to form in the best position 
that could be taken. ‘ The Aiemy attacked 
with*t'igour, hut were unable to gain the 
.smallest advantage.—Our artillery was-as 
good as theit’s was bad, not a man being 
wounded on our tide by a cannon ball. 
After an hour’s firing we became impa¬ 
tient of suftering it, and I ordered Don 
Pablo Murillo to charge them on their 
right flank,^ whilst I advanced in front 
with the three other columns. The enemy ■ 
twice took up positions, and were? as often 
dislodged. The unevenness of the ground 
favoured their escape; in efiecting which 
they shamefully blew up two emmunition 
chests; two other.s, with two of clothing,, 
upwards of 600 muskets, and some horses’ 
and other articles, which J have not-yet 
examined, fell into our bands. Murillo 
entered the city, and pursued the enemy 
through the streets tg the distance of more 
than a league from hence. I am not yet 
informed of the number of slain, nor of 
that of the prisoners, of whom thele are 
many. The general, Maquian, has been • 
severely whunded by two musket sh.ot; * 
the second in command was killed in thq 
field, whose insignia have lAeii brought 
to me by the soldiers. Our loss has been 
trifling ; the troops are in high spirits, and 
I lyay expect much from them.—I am, &c. 

Martin de la Carrera. 


Austria.- 


Suppletnent to the London Gazette 
of the 1 Itk July, 

Account of the Battle fought near 
As PERN, on the March-field, on the 21 st and 
22d qf May, between the Archduke Charles 
of Austria, Generalissimo qf tlte Imperial 
, Austrian Armies^ and the Emperor Napo¬ 
leon, Commander in Chief of the French 
, Allied Armief. . 

The Emperor Napoleon having,,after 
some sanguinary angagemdhts near Abens- 
berg. Hausen and Dinziigen, in which the 
fortune of war favourec^ the Austrian arms 
so as to force the French garrison at Ratis- 
bon to surrender, succeeded in cutting off 
the left wing of the Austrian army, and 
driving it back to Landshut, and after* 
wards in advancing by Eckmuhl with a 
superior corps of cavalry, taking the road 
of Eglofsheims and forcing to retreait those 
Austrians corps that were posted on. the- 
heights of Leikepont and Talmessing, the 
Archduke on the 2Sd of April crossed the. 
Danube near Ratisbon, and joined the 
corps of Bellegarde, who •had opened tlie 
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campaign fay several successful af^irs in the 
Upper Palatinate, had reached Amberg, 
Neumarlaand’Hemau, and had by this time 
syjproached Stadt-ain-Hof, in order exe¬ 
cute its immediate junction wirh the Arch- 
duKe. The Emperor Napoleon ordered 
the bombardment of Katisbon, occupied 

*by a few battalions who were to cover 
tht passage of the Danube. On the 23d 
in the evening he became master of it, and 
immediately hastened alon^ the right 
bank of fhe Danube to enter the Austrian 
States, m order, as he openly declared, to 
dictate peace, at Vienna. The Austrian 
army had taken a position near Cham, 
behind the,river Regen, which was watch¬ 
ed by some of the enemy’s divisions, 

• while the Emperor Napoleon called all his 
dispo.sable troops, in forced marches, from 
the north of Germany to the Danube, and 

• consideraldy reinforced his army with the 
tioops of Wurtemberg, Hessia, Baden, and 
some time after with those of Sa.vony. 
Near Kirn and Nittenau, some aftairs had 
happened between the out-posts, which, 

^ however, had no influence upon our armies. 

• However easy it would have been for the 
Archduke to continue his oflensive opera- 

.. Itkms on"th6»left bank of the Danube with¬ 
out any material resistance, and however 
gratifying it might have been to*relie.ve 

^ provinces which were groaning beneath 
the pressure of foreign dominion; the 
preservation of his native land did not 
permit him to sutter the pnemy to riot 
with impunity in the entrails of the mO' 
narchy, to give up the rich sources of its in- 
•depcndence, and expose the welfare of the 
subject to the devastations of foreign con¬ 
querors. Those motives induced the Arch¬ 
duke to conduct his array to Bohemia, by 
the way of Klentsch and Neumarjet, to ov#- 
cupy the Bohemia!^ forest with light 
troops and part of the railitia, and to cIn 
rect his march tow'ards Budweis, where he 
arrived on thd* .3d of Mpy, hoping to join 
near Lintz, his left wing, which had been 

• separated from him, and which was under 
the command of Tieul.-gen. baron Hiller. 
But the latter had been so closely pressed 

( by the united force of the French arpies, 
that, after several spirited engagements, 
and even after a brilliant alfrtir, in which 
he had the advantage, near Neumarkt, 
and ir^which the troops achieved all that 
jWas possible agqinst the dispro|5ortionate 

• superiority of the enemy, he indeed was 

able to reach Lintz, but was incapable of 
'crossing the Danube, and obliged to con¬ 
tent hinii^elf with destroying comnvu- 


ntpation with tlie left lyink, and taking up a 
position behind the Tiaun near EberSberg. 
This was the^DCcasiOi* ot an ex reinely 
murderous engagement, cTaring which the 
enemy in storming the bridge lost near 
four thousand men: Eberslierg was set on 
fire, and lieut. gen^ Hille. continued his 
retreat, till he got so much the start as 
to pas.s the Danube near Stain without be¬ 
ing disturbed by the bnemy, and to wgit ’ 
the approach of the Archduke, who, after 
having in vain attempted the junction of 
the army near Lintz, had marched from 
Budwe’s to Zwettel; still htiping, by a 
quick passage of the Danube, to arrest the 
enemy’s progress towards the iniHropoiis. 
IVIeanwhile a corps of Wurtembei gers had 
advanced from Passau along both the 
shores of the Danube, had aiccupied Lintz 
and the bank opposite to it; had restored 
the bridge, and signalized itself by des¬ 
troying the defenceless villages and castles 
which could not be protected by the small 
advance I guard proceeding by the side of 
the main army. The enemy, by march¬ 
ing through the valley of the Danube in 
the slraightest line, had got so much 
ahead, that all hopes of coming up wn’th 
him in front of Vienna vanished: still, 
however, if that city had been able to 
hold out for five days, it might have been 
relieved ; and the Archduke resolved on 
venturing the utmost to re cue ^Jiat good 
city, which, by the excellent disposition 
of its citizens, its fitilhful attachment to 
its sovereign, and its noble devotion, has 
raised to itself an ctcrfial monument in 
the annals of Austria. All his plans were 
now directed towards gaining the bridges 
across the Danube near Vienna, and en¬ 
deavouring to save the imperial residence 
by a combat under its very walls.—^Vienna, 
formerly an imjiorlant fortres^, was in 
vain besieged by the Turks, and would 
even now, from the solidity of its ram¬ 
parts, the strong profiles of its works, and 
the extensive system of its mines, be ca¬ 
pable of making a protracted resistance, 
Itad not, for upwards of a century back, 
the luxury of a large metropolis, the wants 
.ofiease, the conflux of all the magnates in 
the empire, and the pomp of a splendid 
court^ totally effaced every consideration of 
military defence. FaSaces adorn the ram¬ 
part, the casemates and ditches were con* 
verted into workshops of trade.smcn, plan¬ 
tations mark the courftci'-scarpes of the 
fortress, and avenues of trees traverse tho 
, glacis, uniting jfae most beautiful suburbs 
I m tb,e world to the corps de la plac^.— 
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Although undet- s^ch circumstances 
obstinatiB' resistance of the capital vi as to 
be expected, ^et*Yrom the unexampled 
loyally of the^ inliabitants it was confi¬ 
dently hoped that Vienna mi|ht for a few 
days serve as a tete-de-pont to cover the 
passage of the river ; whence all prepara¬ 
tions amounted to no%ore than to secure 
the place against a coup-de-main ; and 
t.-^r this reason the' Archduke had. some 
time before directed field-marshal Hiller to 
send part of his corps along the right bank 
towards the capital, in the event of his 
(the Archduke’s) passage to the left shore. 
—Field-marshal Hiller now receive^l orders 
to burnAhe bridge near Stain in his rear, 
to leave a small corps of observation nejr 
Krems, to hasten by forced marchc.s with 
the bulk of h^s army to the environs of 
Vienna, and, as circumstances would per¬ 
mit, by occupying the small islands, to 
keep up the ciMiiiunication with the 
city and the debouche acrosk the bridges. 
—^The army of the Arcliduke now ad¬ 
vanced without interruption, by Neupolla, 
Horn, and VVeikendorf upoil Stockeraiij 
and, in order to overawe such enterprizes 
as the enemy might project from the en¬ 
virons of Lintz, part of the corps of the ge¬ 
neral of artillery count Kollowrath, which 
till then had remained near Pilsen with a 
view to secure the Nortli and West frontier 
o* Bohemia, was ordered to march to Bud- 
weis.—Napoleon had used so much expe¬ 
dition on his march to Vienna, that on the 
9th of May his advanced troops appeared 
on tlie glacis of the I’ortress, whence they 
were driven by some cannon shot. From 
three to four thousand regular troops, as 
many armed cititens, and some Ijattalions 
of country militia, defended the city ; 
ordnance of various calibre was placed 
upon the ramparts; the suburbs were 
abandonefi. on account of their great ex¬ 
tent; and tl^e numerous islands and low 
bushy ground behind the toWn were occu¬ 
pied Ijy some light troops of the corps of 
Hilltfr as well as by militia—The corps 
itselfwas posted on ishat is termed “ the 
Point” on the left shore of the river) waiting^ 
the arrival of the army, which was 34 !- 
Tancing in, haste.-^The occupation of 
Vienna formed too essential a part in the 
extensive plans ofthe French Emperot; its 
<jpnquost had been announced by him 
with too much confidence, and was of too 
great importanoo Vt>wards confirming the 
prejudice of his irresistible power, for him 


not to en^ploy every method of taking ,it 
before the assistance which was so near 
could airive.—For the spaice of twenty- 
four haurs the howitzers played upon thj 
towm : and though several houses we^e 
set on fire, the courage of the inhabitslnt* 
remained unshaken. But a general devas¬ 
tation threatened their valuable property,' 
and when at length the enemy, availing 
himself of the numerous craft which he 
found there, crossed the smaller branTlies 
of the Daiiulfe, dislodged the trobps from 
the nearest islands, and menacerl their 
communication with the left bank,, the 
city was justified in capitulating, while 
the troops retreated by the great bridge of 
Tabor, which they afterwards set on fire. 
—The Archduke received this intelligence 
in head quarters, between Horn and Mgis- 
sau, and though it was scarfcely to he .ex¬ 
pected that this city, surrounded as it was, 
should continue its resistance, the Arch¬ 
duke proceeded on his march witheut in- 
telTuption, flattering himself that he might 
be able to execute his favourite project by 
a hold attempt to pass the Danube near 
Vienna.—Tkis city capitulated on the 
13th of May, so that there was no farther 
occasion to expose the army Ui Iia'za’.-'t hjf,* 
crossing the Danube, for which no sttfli-. 
cient preparation had been made, and 
which must have been eJIected in the face 
of ^he enemy, and under local circum¬ 
stances of the greatest disadvantage. By 
the surrender of Vienna the army had 
also lost a point of support on which to 
rest its military operations.—In this situa¬ 
tion of aftiiirs the Archduke resolved to 
collect his army at the foot of the hill 
Bisamberg, and allow it a few days of 
rest, which, after so many forced marches, 
iUurgently wanted. The cavalry, for the 
convenience of water, was posted along 
the Russ, a small fiveilet, which is con¬ 
cealed by ground covered with bushes,! 
and the advanced^ guards pushed font'ai-d 
to the Danube, in order to observe the 
movements of the enemy, and prevent 
bis passing the river, vfhich 'he had al¬ 
ready attempted to do from Nussdorf, to 
what is called the Black Lake, but with so 
liUle*success, that a battalion of his a^U- 
vanced guard was taken. The chain of 
the outposts extended on the left side as 
far as the March, and on (he ri^ht to 
Krems ; ^his pface and Presburg were oc- . 

cupied by some battalions ;.; . , 

(To be continued.) • 


LONDON Priqtei by T. C.^ HANSARJ), Peterborough - Court, Fleet - Street; 
Pilblished byjt. BAOSHAW, Brytlges-Street, CoTent,UardenSold also hy J. B^DD, Pall-Mall. 







COBBE'ITS weekly POLITICAL BEGISTEa.' 

V 0 L.XVI. ^o. 3.] LONDON, SATURDAY, JULY*22, 180^ fPrice 

—--- , _ m _ » » _*- 


-- 

\ TO THE PUBLIC. 

Winchester, Thursday Evening, 
•• ’ 20th July, \SO[). 

For ene week in seven jscars, I may, I 
tliinl^be excused from writing for the 
press. I have not, however, been idle, 
even in the way of politics; and shall, I 
hope, he able to make, in my next, amends 
for what I am now prevented from doing 
by* want of time. 

WM. COBBETT. 

\ 

Meeting of the Creditors of Her 
Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales. —Pram the Morning Chronicle, 

■ July n, \S0[). 

j f ^ cTTrivt! been favoured by a Creditor 
^ with the following Account of what passed 
at a Meeting of the Creditors of the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, held on Friday last, at the 
York Hotel, Bridge-street, Blackfriars, in 
consequence of a Letter circulated by 
Messrs. Blagrave and Walter, their Soli¬ 
citors, intimating that Mr. Adam, the 
Prince’s Chanceilor, and Mr. Cray, -his 
Royal Highness’s Deputy Treasurer, 

, would attend, when the Plan which the 
Prince had adopted to pay their Debts, 
and secure ^em in future, would be laid 
before them.—Mr. Adam staged to Mie 
Creditors, that the P/ince had taken their 
. case into bis moSt serious and graciims 
• con^iikration in every point ''of'view. 
That h is RoyM Highn%ss’s object was not 
merely to pay the Debt in the manner al¬ 
ready settled an4 accepted, but to secure 
ihem in future as far as the law would 
enable him; that the affairs of his Royal 
Highness were all administered unjer an, 
' Act of the 35th of the King, which ren¬ 
dered it illegal for the Prince to grant any 
bond or obligation, and protected him 
agaiast personal action ; but rendered his 
‘ revenue liable, if the Creditors followed 
out the provisions of the Act, by deli^r- 
ing in their bills signed within ten dayn 
after the quarter, and proTideiW^hey sued 

' • * 

^ * 
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on them within thr^e months from that de¬ 
livery. Mr. Adam then stated, that the 
Prince’s Treasurer had uniformly and re¬ 
gularly every quarter paid the allowaiMM^ 
of J 2,000/. a year to the Officer of her 
Royal Highness; that this had never been 
in arrear one instant from 1802 to the 
present time; that Mr. Gray {who was 
present) was the person w ho paid it; that 
the Prince had always paid tlti.s sura to 
the Princess without deducting the In¬ 
come Tax, although there was 12,000/, 
per annum deducted from*him at the Ex¬ 
chequer on that account. That his Royal 
Highness had now increased the Princess’s 
income lo 17^000/. a year, to be paid quar¬ 
terly without deducting the income tax. 
That the Princess was paid for personal 
expencos at the Exchequer, 5,000/. a year, 
making in all an income of 22,000/. Mr. 
Adam then slated, that it w'as upon this 
increased income of 17,000/. a year nett, 
that the Prince had devised the security for 
the Creditors in future, having made it a 
condition, that the Princess should appoint 
an oOiccr to receive that income, who was 
enjoined in the settling the accounts, to 
follow the course prescribed by the Act of 
Parliament for regulating the Expenditure 
of the Prince. Mr. Adam said, that a 
paper to this effect had been accordingly 
signed by the Princess, so that the Credi¬ 
tors had now only to observe the forms of 
the Act»of Parliament to ensure their pay¬ 
ment ; but the Prince <lid not stop here, 
but in providing for his own future in¬ 
demnity, the particulars of which Mr. 
Adam said he did not enter 7nto, as not 
belonging to that place or meeting, the 
Prince had taken care that if this volun¬ 
tary regulation did not effectuate the ob¬ 
ject, the legislature was to be applied to. 
Mr. Adwi then saW, that the Pririte had 
by economical regulations appropriated 
as large a sum a^ his circumstances would 
admib'to discharge this debt, greater in 
proportion than he hgd been enabled 
appfy to his own, ivbich he was sure bis 
own Creditors would justify, as from jtbt 
moment he iinifertook the payment of 
Debts of the Priiiceis, ^hey were to b* 
considered as debts of honour, , ./^dain 
;then said,‘tb3t.the regularity of tbe pay^ 

C . , 









rOUTICAL R:gGICTER.—Ctmatte. 


lOtiitii wigbt depended upon. There 
an evet^t, hqwevdf, of which some of 
the Credifoi'B had eajBressed a dread, the, 
caiainity of beid^ derived of the Prince, 
Mr. Adam assured them that that event 
had not been unthought of by his Royal 
Highness. The Prince could not by law- 
bind himself by dced.trr note, but he had 
properly and rights* which might be ren- 
available in caje of the event al- 
lu9hd to, and these would be so i\ giilated 
that his Royal Highness had the heartfelt 
satisfaction to think, that no person wouUl 
suiler ultitnately any loss by him.—Mr. 
Adam said, this nearly comprised the 
whole ma^er which he had to lay fieforc 
them, which would be most satisfactory, he 
had no doubt, to them, and woiiW convince'| 
them that every thing tffat could be done 
for their benefitVithin the Prince’s power 
was: done, and that without his Royal 
Highness’s intervention they could never 
have received any thing. That their pe¬ 
tition, without the consent of his Majesty, 
signihed by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
tfuer, would never have been received in 
the House of Commons; and Mr. Adam 
said he knew that such consent would 
have been refused. So that unless the 
Prince had spontaneously undertaken for 
the arrangement of their debts, the Credi¬ 
tors would have had no redress. In doing 
this the Prince stipulated, that he should 
be fully indemnined against future de- 
' mands, a claim which his Royal Highness 
was held to be justified in making, because, 

, to the 41,000/,, there Was to be added 
the sum of 34,000/., which the Princess liad 
received from his Majesty’s Droits of Ad¬ 
miralty, making together 75,000/. of debt 
contracted by her Royal Highness ;*which 
divided on the numbcrofyears,exceedcdby 
many thousand pounds a year the greatest 
iocome ever proposed for her Royal High¬ 
ness; that after the payment of 41,000/. 
bad been under taken by the Prince, and a 
guarantee against future demands arran- 

5 ed to‘his satisfaction, Mr. Adam said, 
tat tqwards the conejusion of the busi- 
' laess,. it was stated to him by the Cliancel- 
lor ^ the Exchequer, to be by hjm (Mr^ 
Adam) laid before the Prince, that the 
debt was 8,0&0/. more (ban the 41,000/. 
This his Itoyal Highness took also into, his 
most graciotts consideration, and gave his 
Ootaniands to Mr. Adam to represent to 
those ofthe King;/S Ponfidental Servants, 
whci were engaged in the transaction;— 
** ^at the mam‘and principal o^ect 
which had dtreotea his Royal 
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Highness's determination, and which he^ 
had never fdr a uionrent lostsight of in any 
one part of this transaction, tjad been to 
prevent [in theto times of great and neces- 
s.ary expenditure) any debt of his own 
any other for which he might be censiilerop ' 
liable, becomingeilher directly or cirrui| 
ously a burden upon the country, 
he had been likewise greatly influenced. 
!)y the desire of st'cing justice done to 
the Creditors of the Princess, although un¬ 
der no legal oklig-alion whatever hi pay 
those Debts.—On these grounds the Ibince 
of Wales gave it to he understood to\jiqse 
of his Majesty’s Ministers eoneevned in 
the transaction, that his Royal Highness 
vvoidd spontaneously take upoif himself 
the payment of the sum of 8,000/., in ad¬ 
dition to the sum of 4],0(X)/., formcrlT 
undertaken to be liquidated by his Royal 
Highness upon the indemnity being giv6a 
to him ; and by so doin<>:, his Royal High¬ 
ness had the satisfactiqif of preserving the 
public from any burden, directly of indi¬ 
rectly, and of seeing justice done to lb® 
Creditors of the Princess, who had no 
other means whatever of being relieved, 
hut througli the voluntary interposition 
of his Royal Highness.”—Mr. A'h'.K:.vtJiOn 
observed, that the whole debt of 49,()(^i/if“ 
being thus assumed by his Roj'al High¬ 
ness, the'Prince gave directions to Mr. 
Gray..and himself (Mr. Adam,) to maka 
the instalments as liberal as possible. In 
consequence of which 10,000/. has now 
been paid, and the second instalment 
would be paid in the first week of January. 


Lower Canad.a.. — Speech of the Governor 
General *, on dissolving the Provint ial Par- 
liamei\t. From. the Sluebec Gazette, May 
Wi, 1809^. 

Gentlemen of the {.cgislative Council, 
anci Gentlemen of tlic House of Assembly ; 
The advanced state of the sea%an, your pi^ 
vate convenience, And the happy change 
that has taken place in the relations be¬ 
tween his Majesty’s GovernmeBt and that 
yof the United States, from which we may 
reasonably look ibr a permanence of the 
public* tranquillity, together with other 
circumstances, have induced me to put am 
end to this Session: and upon a full con¬ 
sideration of the events by which it has 
been marked, I feel it to be a duty tfhich 
I owe to bis Majesty and to the Province, 


B. 


Lieut. Cell. Sir James Henry CrMg, 

■W* V ' * 
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to recur, 
•will 


as speedily as circumstances 
permit, to the sense of tiis subjects, 

by calling a new Parliament,. 

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly ; 
When I. met you at the commencement 
i the present Session, I had no reason to 
oubt your moderation or your prudence, 
nd I therefore willingly relied upon both, 
lider the guidance of these principles, I 
:ted from you a manly sacrifice of all 
|ial animo.sities, and individual dissa- 
iion, a watchful solicitude for the con¬ 
cerns of your country, and a steady per- 
sevjrfrance in the executing of your public 
duty, with zeal and dispatch. I looked 
lor earnest endeavours to promote the ge¬ 
neral hafmony of the Province, and a care¬ 
ful abstinence from whatever might havei 
a tendency to disturb it; for due, and 
therefore widispcnsibie attention to the 
dther branches of tlie legislature, and for 
prompt and cheerful co-operation and as¬ 
sistance in whate<k'er might conduce to the 
^ happiness and welfare of the colony. All 
tlys i had a right to expect, because such 
was your constitutional duty ; because, 
such a conduct would have been a lasting 
•testimony, as it was the only one sought 
Iq^ij^is Majesty’s Government, of th.it 
*Te^ty and aflection, which you have .so 
warmly proi'essed, and which I believe you 
to possess, and because it was particularly 
called for by the critical conjuncture of 
tlie times, and especially by the precari¬ 
ous situation in which we then stood, 
with respect to the American States. I 
•m sorry to add, that I have been disap¬ 
pointed in all these expectations, and in 
ev^y hope on which 1 relied.—You have 
was?^ in fruitless debates, excited by pri¬ 
vate and personal animosities, or by frivo¬ 
lous con^ts, upon trivial matters of form, 
that time and those talents, to which, v^thin 
your walls, the^public have an exclusive , 
title ; this abuse of*your functions* you 
Rave preferred to the high and important 
"duties which you owe to your sovereign 
and to your constituents ; and 3 'ou have, 
thereby^ been forced to neglect the consi¬ 
deration of matters of moment and neces- 
*ity, w'hich were before you, while you 
have at the same time virtually pj-evenbed* 
the introduction of such others, as may 
have hlKn in contemplation. If any fur¬ 
ther fiMf of this misuse' of your time 
wtfre necessary, I have just presented It, 
in haring been called on, after a session 
of fiye.weeks, to exercise his MaJ—‘-'- 
prerogative of assent, to 4 >nly the 
number of Bills, three .of whint wtere tlie 


mere renewal of arfhnal act 8 , tb 
stood pledged, andiwhich required hodll^ 
ciission .—So mucil^f imtemperate 


hesit 


has been manifested in^ll your proc 6 ia^>‘ 
ings, an<i you hard slfewn such tf 
longed and disrespectful inattention to ma|> 
ters submitted to your consideration bjf c 
the other branches of the legislature, th^ 
whatever might be the mt^cration and 
forbearance exercised on their parts, a go* 
nei al good under.stSnding is scarcely 
looked for without a new Assembly.— 
shall not particularly advert to other acts, 
which appear to be unconstitutional in* 
fringements of the rights of the subject, 
repifgnant to the very letter of that statute 
of the Imperial Pariiament, Under whicla 
yoa hold your seats, and to have been ma* 
tured by proceedings, which amount to a 
dereliction of the first pnnciplcs of natural 
justice ; and I shall abstain from any fur¬ 
ther enumeration ^^f^liie causes by which 
I have betjn induced to adopt the determi^ 
nation, which I have takbn, because, thf 
part of jmur conduct to which I have al¬ 
ready referred, is obviouslj' and in a high 
degree, <|etrimental to the best interests 
of tile country, such as my duty to thf 
crown forbids inc to countenance, and as 
compels me to have recourse to a dissolution 
as the only constitutional means, by which 
its recurrence may be prevented. 

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 
and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly j 
I shall give the necessary orders for call¬ 
ing the new Provincial Parliament, as soon 
as convenience will permit, and having iio 
no other object, and confident that no 
other will be attributed to me, but to pre¬ 
serve the true priiic^les of the free and 
happ^-- constitution ot the Province, and to 
employ the pow'er intrusted to me by his 
Majesty, to the onl}’^ end for which 1 have 
received it, the good of hij subjects. I 
have an entire confidence in the electors, 
to whom I shall recur, trusting that by the 
choice of proper representatives further* 
mischiefs may be obviated, aisd the im¬ 
portant interests of the colony considered 
in the next Sessibn, with less intermption 
and happier effect—P w'ill not conceal 
from you that it has been very much wi^ 
the view to obviate misrepresentatio®, 
if possible, and to enable the peop]«£«'*||> 
judge of the grounds which have : 
afforded me for the conduct^ { 
adopted, that I have entered 
detail upon the Subject; the vtafist hat 
painful to me in the extreme, and I 
turn from witb|>eculiar tatidccUon to 
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yon, Gm^emet of the Legislative J from' Great Britain and the West Indies 
CSouncih the aeiiqoiviedgmeiits that are*] 
due to yov^ fqp tliat ulaiiimity, zeal, and 
nai^emitliug atte^^ioh, which you have 
shewii in your pfocsedings. Ij rests not 
vith yoB that so little has been accom- 

f 'led for tlie public good. To a consi- 
We portion of the House of Assembly 
thanks are equally Jue. I trust they 
nciiti believe,, that I do them the justice of 
» ift S Pper discriminatioj), in the sense 1 en¬ 
tertain of their efforts to avert that con- 
dopt, of which I have so iiiuch reason to 
complain.' By this. Gentlemen,'’*' you have 
truly manifested your affection to his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government, and your just estima¬ 
tion of the* real aivd permanent interests 
of the province. * . 

Then the Honourabler Speaker of the 
Legislative Countil said. 

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
and Gentlemen of th^ House of Assembly ; 

'Itishis Excellency the Govenioj-in-ChiePs 
will that this Provincial Parliament be 
prorogued until Wednesday, the 21 st of 
June next, and this Provincial Parliament 
i« prorogued until the 21 st day of June 
next, accordingly. 


during the test six months of this year,' 
yet, considering that there will be no ar¬ 
rivals from China and the East'Indies, and 
the situation of the commercial intercourse ^ 
of the United States with the rest of thaf‘- 
world, it is not probable that the Revenu* 
accruing during the year 1809 will ex¬ 
ceed that of the year 1808 . f , 

Dollars. 

Tlie specie in the Treasury on the 

1st of Oct. 1803, amounted to. 13,845,f=**^** 

And the receiplscduring the last f* %** 

three months of that year, as ap- I 

pears by the statetnciit (B) to. !'9 

17,4S3,0;34 51 

The disbursements during tlie 
same period have amounted, in- *’ 

^eluding 6,103,000 dollait: paid in 
reiinburseinent of the principal of 

the public debt, to. 

Leavinsr .a balance in the Trea¬ 
sury, on the 1st of Jan. 1809, of... 9,941,694 


Finances of Ameiuca.— Report of the Secre¬ 
ting <f the Treasury to both Houses of 
Co/tgress, 1809. 

In obedience to the directions of the 
‘AkCt supplementary to the Act entitled, 

“ An Act to establish the 'I’reasury De¬ 
partment,” tho Secretary of the Treasury 
yespectfully submits the following Report ; 

'The net Revenue arising from dutic.s on 
meirchandizG and tonnage which accrued 
in the year 1807, amounted, as it appeared 
by the last annual statement, to 16,0(?0,000 
dollars. 

A correct statement of that Revenue 
for the year*! SOS cannot be prepared at 
^is time, but may be, estimated, as 
appear by the estimate A, to about 
i(!bS7G,O0t) dollars. 

' The i^evenue arising from the same 
fiiskrees yhich accrued during the fisst 
tpi^er of this year, did*not much €x,cee^ 
one million of dollars; and although con-J 
dlderable importations may be expected' 

.* It was observed that at this part ^is 
Excellency turned towards and addressed 
hiineeif particularly to Judge De Bonne, 
Messrs. Blackwood, De Salsdjerry, Deni- 
’ cheau, and ome or Iw other of those gen¬ 
tlemen who acted teid vou d with' jthftaH 
Ibid who w «r« staadbtg togetl^^^ 


7,491,339 73 


The Cash in the hands of the 
Collectors and Receivers, and the 
outstanding Revenue Bonds,amount¬ 
ed, on the Ist of Jan. 1809, to. 

From which, deducting for tho 
Expcnces of Coilettion, and for the 
Drawbacks payable durirg the year 

1809 . 

Leaves for the probable Receipts 
of the year 1809, exclusively of the 
inconsideraUe sums which may he 
leceivcd on account of the Revenue 
accriiiifg during that year, a siitn of 
Making together with the Ba ance 
in the 'Freasury on the 1st of Jau. 
1809, the sum of. 


17,433,034 51 


9,680,000 




6,880,000 


9,941,000 
16,821,000 

An aggregate of 16,821,000 dolisrsapplieal^. to 
the expenditure of this year. ^ 

The Expences of the year are in 
conformity with the. existing Appropria- 
tioril, estimated at 14,500,00J dollars, 
consisting of the following items:—- 

Civil List (including the expences of 
this se.<i$ion of Congress) miscellanepus »' 

expences of foreign inter.oenrse. t,242,00& 

Military and Indigu Departments, vig. 
Appropriation for the army 

and departments.. 2,73;*i00(y* 

Ditto for fortiRcations. 475,000 

Arms and miiitary stores.. 550,000 

. , • — 3,820,000 

Naval Departments, this year’s appro¬ 
priation. 015,000 

Public debt (1,517,000 dollars of th»||fe 
appropriation of 8,000,000 dollars forpi' 
the year 1809, t&viax-Wn paid in ad- > • 

vaiice }n,tlie y«ar 1808, in order to ef. 
feet toe reimbursea)e»t of the whole of 


stock) 


5,453,000 

14,430,009 
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It must, however, be observed, that 
the estimat# of the sums payable in the 
course of this year on accomits of the 
Ji^awbacks, is conjectural, and that the 
c*portations, particularly of colonial pro- 
dWe, would, if the restrictions laid by 
continental powers oi liurope on iicu- 
tiVVommeice were removed, produce a 
muO||wrcater defalcation in the net receipt 
into nlVeasury tlian the sum assumed 
iti tm^ preceding estimatfl. In order to 
^ttary against any inconveniency aiising 
frtvtr that contingency, and for the pur¬ 
pose of keeping always a moderate sum 
in the Tjeasury, it may be necessary to 
borrow a sum equal to the amount of the 
principal of the public debt, which will 
b^ reimbursed during the year, and which 
will exceed three millions of dollars. 

Vienna, June 20 .—A sadler of Vienna 
was shot on the glacis, convicted of having 
'feuried in his house three pieces of cannon 
before the I rench entered the town. To 
prevent fresh examples of severity, the 
governor-general has just renewed the or¬ 
ders already published, relative to the de- 
i^jj[jawrtfffniespecting arms and ammunition, 
bj^the foll(»wing Proclamation;— 

" Inhabitants of Vienna!— I^ is some 
time since the spirit of disorder has misled 
the multitude. This seditious spirit haflma- 
/nfested it self in popular groups and meet¬ 
ings ; Austrian prisoners of war have been 
taken away in some measure by force; fire¬ 
arms, weapons, ammunition, and articles 
b^onging to the artillery, were still hid ; 
insu^nL provocations, acts of violence, the 
inevita^f consequence of perfidious insti¬ 
gations, m^l illusory or criminal hopes, 
threatened the tranquillity of the. city, and 
safety of peaceful citizens, wfiich .safety 
they owe to the ^eciai protection of 4iis 
l^jesty the Emperor and King. The cle- 
■sq^cy of his Majesty has not been ex¬ 
hausted j hut a longer impunity would be 
fatHj a nd he has ordered that these acts 
temerTt^^sROfild be checked by exam¬ 
ples of rigour. Two guilty persons have 
been condemned, and have und^ergon^ 
their sentence. Severe, but just measures, 
will further repress the audacity of the se¬ 
ditious, if they should dare to shew them- 
selvgs. These will also strike those, who, 
not obeying the laws which .have been 
pfonmlgated, would have to reprt^h 
tfaemsel^s with crimes against the^Qke< 
BiBrfcty.—Every inhabitantr^%^s<^n his 
hxmfo Austrian prisojjiers of war, shaj^l in- 
MBtly make a decUintion ef it, as will as 


concerning all arms,||50Wder, 
and articles •belonging ^o the- 
w'hich weijp formerlyrin vhe Austrian 
nals.—Three day.s are granted for tlie esi? 
cution of the last article ; after this peridi^^^ 
the offenders shalljje seized, and ptmishd^^ 
according to tire rigour of the law.— 
habitants of Vienna! Your own interest 
calls upon you to rdjjel the perfidious j<P 
sinuations of instigators : it is that chisi 
of persons who, having nothing to lose, 
excite sedition in the hope of gaining by 
pillage. Exercise the closest walcbfolnew’ 
over Uie evil (lis|)osed ; concur in mam-' 
taining the general tranquillity^ and yon* 
.will render yourselves w orthy of the bene^ 
volence his Majesty the Emperor and King 
is always readj-^ to evinoe towards youi; 
and of which he has already given yoi* 
the mo.st striking proofs. 

(Signed) * *“ Andreossy, 

“ (Jeneral of Division, &c.'’ 

" Vietma, June 27, 1809.” 


Proclamation to the Poles. 

Frederic Augustus, KingofSaxony, &c. 
Poles!—Already has the army, which' 
had invaded our duchy of Warsaw, been 
forced by the victories of our great re^- 
nerator, and the valour of our troops, to 
abandon the capital and return to its own 
territory.—After having rendered thanks 
to Divine Providence for the signal pro¬ 
tection it has granted us, it becomes our 
duty to employ the first moments of the 
re-establishment of our government, in 
expressing the sentiments which have 
been wised in us bylhe patriotism and 
atta<;hment with the nation has so splen¬ 
didly displayed in that moment of caliw 
mily.—^The enemy had entered the coun¬ 
try with a numerous army. ft appeared 
scarcely po.ssible to resist him ; but be 
soon learnt the power of courage, when 
led by a chief so brave and abi* as our 
minister of war, prince Poniatoh’ski.— 
Poles ! . Your batiblions, which tHte great 
hero has created, and in •whom he has in* 
spired that vajiant spirit, the best proofs 
of which are before his eyss, have shcwil 
they w'ere worthy their creator. Inferiors 
in mumber, they * ^ot only resisted tfeii* 
enemy, but successfully attacked 
Thcy have carried viofory into his pre%ifo^ 
CCS, and have evefy tivlfferc coverwthemw 
fcalgA B with glory.—The whole nation have 
on their part shewn that the valbiir 
patriotism of'the ancient Poles is ^heift. 
lire invasion ef a numerCKts'atmiiy, fer 
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intimiflating th^, has only stimula* i 
Ipl theaa to volu^taiy and extraordinary 
wers to facriftceo their private ^ fortunes. 
Tftoy Juore wholly devoted themselves to 
% defence of their country. The de- 

« finents have emulated each other, in 
ng the ranks of the 'armies, and fur* 
losing the necessary contributions. They 
lliSP pi'oved that the love of their country 
national quality, and have rendered 
Ihemselves worthy to become models of 
tiiat quality. Providence has also crowned 
those generous cflurts with success.—Our 
qouncii of state has, by its zeal and, wis¬ 
dom, secoKded by all the other constitu¬ 
tional authorities, succeeded ig inainuin- 
ingthe measures of the government, us far 
*s, circumstance!^ would permit.—Pole.s ! 
Your country owes its safety to you ; it 
owes to you the approbation of your great 
regenerator, whose tio'cice the brave con¬ 
duct of the army, and the ardent zeal of 
the nation, will not have escaped. It 
owes to you increased respect among its 
«eighbours, and the glory which the sove¬ 
reign feels in reigning over such a nation. 
•—Though at a distance, our heart has 
^er been with you. Your situation was 
over present to us. Your fidelity and at¬ 
tachment to us, has increased, if possible, 
tmr'.s to you y and we have been unable to 
afiord you the assistance our heart desired : 
it was with pain wew'cre prevented by. 
circumstances.—Polish people !—Tran¬ 
quillity is restored to you, and the consti¬ 
tutional government. Our great solicitude 
a^all be to endeavour to heal the wounds 
fbo war has occasioned, reward merit, and 
ffestore order; which your future jiappi- 
l»88 requires. On your part you will con- 
ij^bute to this by entire confidence in the 
government; which will be guided by 
our paternar intentions.—Given at Ffank- 
f*^t,on the Maine, June 2+, 1809. 

“ Frekeric Augu-stus.” 

yuocLyjHATioN, dated Frun^ort, June 24. 

Fred&ric Augustus, by the grace of God,^ 
Ij^uig of Saxony,.&c.—Divine Providence'; 
bias been so beneficent to us, that since we. 
have‘been called to the government, we 
J|avq.h 9 i(} only the agreeable duty of ofFer- 
iegjhim t^ homage of the sincercst grati¬ 
tude; and we hare discharged this duty 
witn 80 niuch the v/nbre ardour, as our 
lieart feels qo greatei^oy than in kuowin" | 
that they are Itappy whose felicity 
Cpitited to us. We j^d last year especially 
ipsnu to bless thego^nessof God, whena 
l^erdl^ Cc^qtLSfor restored to us pur es- 
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tales, which were already lost; end this feli¬ 
city became more precious, whem a personal 
acquaintance with this great man, added 
to affection and the sincerest gratitude, ou^ 
admiration and our veneration of his greaf 
qualities, which have never been sulBcif 
cntly appreciated ; and fixed the basis A 
a genuine esteem, on which our mutual" / 
liance is as firmly established as on tr^<^ 
and which renders it doubly indissaluf^* 
Even at the pre-fent moment of trouTk'ST'it 
w'us for me a great consolation to bl^oJd 
our country enjoy an almost perfect reau- 
quillity, while the torch of war was en¬ 
kindled in other states, and there spread 
its ravages anew. We believed it ncces- 
saiy to abandon for a time our good city 
of l)i e.sden, and fix our abode at Leipsic, 
w liich is no great distance. ' We hoped 
lliat we could continue there, to apply our 
labours to the government of our faithful 
•subjects; the more so, as, .according to the 
course the war had taken, an hostile inva-' 
sion of our country was by no mean.s pro¬ 
bable.—We were so much the more pain¬ 
fully alfceted afcbcliolding this hope vanish, 
and being obliged to remove from Leipsic 
to a considerable distance, in 
place ourselves out of danger, by avoiding 
the route jn which the troops which were 
advancing from Bohemia, upon Saxony 
and Franconia, might seize our person and 
royal family.—But we live in the entire 
confidence that Divine Providence will 
bless our eflbrts for the deliverance of our 
country, and that, supported by the forces of 
.hismajestythe kingofWestphalia.our faitjhr 
fuV neighbour and ally, we shall rctwrfi!^ 
We believe it to be our duty, fai^'til and 
beloved Saxons,, to impart this efrafidence 
to you, removed as we are frimi you, in 
order to trSnquillise ^ou. In the mean 
whfle'we thank you |mbJicly for support¬ 
ing your situation with tranquillity apd 
dignity, that you have lent no ear to 
enemy, and in this given new proof of thaf 
love and attachment towards us wjiith 
are our felicity, and which^tv^Tf3ef equally 
for you.—It is therefore with confidence* 
that we exhort you to attach yourselves 
more and more to our principles, which, 
hitherto, thanks to God, have always con¬ 
stituted the happiness of the country, and 
at the same tim^ to consider and avert the 
evils which.the ill-intentioned might seek 
to scatter among yo,u, by propagating an 
ooi/i^ncous doctrine.—For it cannet be un- 
know^iite^oli; that there are in our domi- 
tiions^ people weak,!i seducedj or wicked* 
who not only do not 'k-pprove of ouf syf» 
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and the principles on whitlt we have 
only from conviction ;Kk)f)t(!(I it, but who 
dare to avow and even act in a contrary 
■jO'^nner.—We seriously enjoin By these 
presents all the authorities ot our kingdom 
S observe with great attention those who 
j^jffder themselves suspicious by a like 
of thinking, and especially those 
u^J^^I^'sturb peace by rash discourse, or 
^\n acts, as well as those who spread 
jence which may c^squiet well-in- 
Jned citizens, and deprive our con- 
^eftbrts for the permanent tranquillity 
of dur subjects, of a part of their effect’; 
and, in general, we charge them to neg¬ 
lect notlwng ill order that our subjects may 
conduct themselves according to the prin¬ 
ciples above announced, and that our be¬ 
nevolent intentions may be entirely ful- 
tilled —In testimony of which, we have 
signed these presents with our hand, and 
annexed our royal seal. Given at Frank- 
^fort on the Maine, June 18, ) 809 : 

^ Fredeiiick Augustus. 

OFFICIAL PAP;iRS. 

French Army in Austria. — l\venty Third 
dated Vicmia, June 28. 

On the 2otli of this month his Majesty 
reviewed a great number of troops on the 
heights of Schoenbrunn. There was ob¬ 
served a fine line of 8,000 cavafiy, of 
which the guard formed a part, and in 
which tlicre was only one regiment of cui¬ 
rassiers. There was al.so a line of200 pieces 
of cannon. The appearance and martial 
of the troops excited the admiration 
of ilw spectators.—On Saturday the 21-th, 
at fom^ojclock in the afternoon, our troops 
entered^aab; on the 25th, the garrison, 
prisonei's of war, set out. .^ccoidiisg to 
an estimate mad^, they are found to 
amount to 2,500 mch. Ilis Majesty has 
<^ven to the general of division, Marlonne, 
^he commalid of thia place, and of all the 
^Hungarian states surrendered to the French 
-iXi,,, I 'p>e duke of Auerstadt is before 
Presburg. Tne enemy works at the forti- 
tcations: it was intimated to him to cease 
from his works, unless he wisheti to dr%w 
upon the peaceable inbabitants^be greatest 
misfortunes; he took no notice of it; 4,000 
bombs and obuses have compelled him to 
renounce his project, but the fire broke 
out in this unfortunate city* and sereral 


iiarked 300 Wurtemburghers, demanded' 
by major Kicliler, |it Slolli, ie order to 
throw tbem'salves upon tjjie opposite shorti, 
and gain ^ntelligcilce. Ifhe debarkation 
has been cftected. These troops routed tw?( 
companies of the enemy, and took twooifi- 
ccr.s, and eighty jpen of the regiment of. 
Mitrowski prisoners.—The priiiceof Ponta- 
Corvo, and the Saxon army, at^e at St. Pel- 
ten. The duke of Dantzic, who is.^ 
Lintz, ordered gen- Walle to reconnoitre 
on the left bank. All the enemy’s posts 
were driven in; several officers and twenty 
men were taken. The object of this re- 
conneitering was also to procure intelli¬ 
gence.—The city of Vienna is plentifully 
furnished with meat; the supply of bread 
is -more difficult,, on account of the im¬ 
pediments in grinding. Jn respect of the 
subsistence of the army, it is ^cured tor 
six mouths; it has wine and vegetables in 
abundance^ The win& of the cellars of the 
convents have been placed in a magazine, 
to furnish distributions tothe army. Seve¬ 
ral millions of bottles have there been col¬ 
lected.—On the lOthof April, atthe very 
time when the Austrian general prostituted 
his character, and spread a snare for the 
king of Bavaria, by writing a letter which 
lias appeared in all the public papers, genu 
Chastellar excited the Tyrol to insurreo- 
tion, and surprised 700 French conscripts 
who were going to Angsburgh, where their 
regiments were, and who were marching 
in the confidence of peace—obliged to 
surrender and made prisoners, they werd 
massacred. Among them were 80 Bolt 
giaits, burn in the same town asChasteffar. 
—Eighteen hundred Bavarians made pri¬ 
soners at the same tihie, were ?ilso ma^. 
sacred. Chastellar, who commanded, was 
witness to these horrors. He not ohly 
made no opposition to them, but he is ac¬ 
cused of having smiled at Ae rnas^re. 
hoping that the Tyrolians, having to dread 
the vengeance due to a crime which they 
could not hope would be pardoyed, 
be more firmly engaged in their rebellion. 

—-\Vl\pn his Majosty was made aesquainted 
with these atrocities, he* found himself ^ 
a difficult situation. If be had chos^ 
to have recourse to reprisals, 20 general^ 
1,000 officers, and 80,000 men, made - 
sdners during, the pionth of April, 
have ’ satisfied th^ manes of the 

_ French,so cowarolg^utchered. 

nuarters have been burnt.—The dujm of ^oinrs do iiat apptiftam to the power for 
Hagusa, with the army o^ J^ lmatitujimbW^ -athym they have fought; they are under 
the Drave on the to the safeguard of the honour tmdggnerosity 
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Hra Majesty considered Chastellar as acting' 
Without being authqiizcd; (or, notwith- 
staruiing the furious proclafnations and 
violent language"'of'the princts of the 
House of liOraine, it was impossible to 
belieVe they could approve such crimes j 
his Majesty, inconsequcpce, published the 
fdllowing 

■ Order qf the Day. 

Imperial head-ijuiirtcrs, F.ns, May 5, 
JB()9.^—By orders of the F.niperor, the 
person named Chastellar, stiliiig himself a 
general in the service of Austria, the 
mover of the insurrection in the Tyrol, 
charged with being the author of the hias- 
sacres conimitted on the Bavarian and 
French prisoners by the insurgents, shall, 
upon being made prisonto-, be carried im¬ 
mediately before'the military commission, 
and if judged guilty, be shot within 2 t 
hours. The Prince of.NEUFt iiATEL, Vice 
Constable. Mi.joc-gcneral AniXANoiiE.” 

At the battle of Esiing, gen. Durosnel 
carrying an ord< r to an advanced squadron, 
was made jtrisoiicr by 25 uhlans. The 
emperor of Au-stria, proud of so easy a 
triumph, caused to be published an Order 
of the Day, conceived in the following 
terms:— 

Copy of a Letterfrom his majesty the Emperor 
qf Austria, to Prince Charles. 

“ Wolkersdorf, May 25, 1809. 

“ My dear brother; 1 have learned that 
the emperor Napoleon h as declared the mar- 
duis of Chastellar out of the protection of 
the law of nations. This unjust conduct, 
contrary to the usages of nations, and of 
which there is no example in the latter 
periods of history, obliges me to hav^; re¬ 
course to reprisals, and in consequence I 
order, that generals Durosnel and Foulers 
shall be kefU as hostages, to undergo the 
e&tae fate and .same treatment as the em¬ 
peror Napolcon,shall make gen. Chastellar 
suffer. It is repugnant to mj* feelings to 
give sucly an order; but 1 owe it to my 
brave warrions, and to my brave people, 
who ma^ be exposed tR a .simihm fate, 
while fuliilling flielr duties with ardent fi¬ 
delity. 1 charge you to make known thi.s 
letter to the afmy, hikI to send it by a 
flag of truce to the major-general of tljp 
emperor Napoleon, Fkavcis.” 

A§ soon as this Ordaf of the Day 


lives of geAerals Durosnel and Foulers. 
The major-general'wrote to t^e chief of 
the stall of the Austrian army, the follow¬ 
ing letter:— ^ 

To the major-general of the Austrian army.*^ 

“ Schoenbr.unn, June 6, 1809. ,• 
“Sir—His majesty the Emperor h^' 
been made acquainted with an Ol der gj 
by the emperor Francis, which 
that the French geneial.s-Durosnel anp ^ 
ler.s, whom the circuin.stances ofwaflfave 
placed in his power, shall answer foR th^ 
pur.i.shmcnt which the laws of justice ihay 
inflict on mon.sieur Chastellar, who has 
put himself at the head of the insurgents 
of the Tyrol, and who has permitted the 
murder of 700 French prisoners, and be¬ 
tween is and 1900 Bavarians, a crime,, 
unheard of in the history of nation,s, and 
which might iiave cau.sed a terrible reprisal 
on 10 fiekl-rnarshal lieutenants, 30 major- 
generals, more than 300 colonds or 
majors, 1200 ofliceis, and 80,000 soldiers, 
if his niiijesly did not consider prisoneVs 
as placed umicr his faith and honour, and 
had not beside.* proofs that the Austrian 
officers in the Tyrol have been a s ind ig- 
nant at the action as ourselves.—-riis' 
jesty, however, has ordered that prince 
Colloiedo, prince Metternich, count Fre¬ 
derick llarddick anil count Pergett, shall 
be arrfesied and conveyed to France, toy 
answer for the. safety of generals DurosneP 
and Foulers, threatened by the Order of the 
Day of your sovereign ; these officers may 
die, sir—but they shall not die without 
being revenged—this vengeance shall th 
fJill on any prisoners, lint on the rela^^Ves 
of those who shall order their deaJtr—A.s 
to M. Chastellar, he is not the 

powttr of the army ; but if he Ebould be 
taken, you iJlay be assured that he will be 
delivierc'd to a military ewmmission, and 
that his trial w'ill take place.—I request, 
your Excellency to believe the'sentimenfsr 
of my high consideration. 

(Signed) 

, The city of Vienna and the states of^ 
t.owcr Austria solicited the clemency oi 
j*hit majerty, and requested to send a depu¬ 
tation to the emperor Francis, to convince 
him of the impropriety of the proceeding 
with respect to the generals Durosnel 
and Foulers, to represent that Chastelfhr 
was not condtnnncd, that he was not ar.» 


ebunt Hardielc, and that they, should be 
taJHveyq^ to Ffahhe, to ans^tver for the 

■•V ' ' 
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to the knowledge of''^s majesty, he or¬ 
dered the arrest of *the prince Collorcdo, \jrest^ but only accused before th^ tribu- 
printe Metternich, count Pergett, afRP'Pn^,-lk;*f the wives, children and 


property Auslnan generals were in 

theniaifus of the French, t^id tliaftlie Fredc|v • 
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amiy was determined, if a single prisoner i the archduke Regnier^ are the only Atis- 


V Obi il l 

was put to death, to make an exainple, of 
. which posterity should long preseriie the 
‘j^^embrance. The esteem which bis 
^ Vsty entertains lor tlie good inhabitants 
and the states, determined him 
“^^^cede to this request. He granted per- 
tr^iC to M. M. Colloredo, Metteniieh, 
inmi:^’^ “nd Pergen to remain at Vicuna, 
in to ^ deputation to set out for the 
i'(T%L|l ters of the emperm" of Austria. 
JThis disputation lias returned. The em- 
*pei\’ Piancis has replied to these repre- 
.seatalions, that he wa.s ignorant of the 
m.assacre of the French [prisoners in the 
Tyrol, thafhe pitied the miseries of the 
capital and the province.s, that his minis- 
^ters had deceived him, &c. &.c, &c. 
The deputies t%minded him, that all piu- 
.dent'men saw with [laiii the existence of 
a handful of intriguers, who by the mea- 
^.sures tliey advised,* the proclamations, 
dh^ers of the day, &c. wliich they caused 
to b% adopted, endeavour only to foment 
passions and hatred, and to exasperate an 
enemy' who is master of Croatia, Carniola, 
Cafinthia, Styria, Upper and Lower Aus- 
■•^aa, tlvii-^^«;i»jtal of the Fanpire, and a great 
pafftif Hungary—that ihq sentiments of 
the emperor for his subjects ought to in¬ 
cline him to cairn rather than irriiato the 
1 conqueror, and to give to war the ciia- 
lrryji#er natural to it among civilized iia- 
A^ns, since it is in the power of the con¬ 
queror to render more heavy the evils 
which press on the half of the monarchy. 
It is sa id that the emperor Francis con- 
/Pt-iveJKthat the greater part of tlie papers 
^iention?\fJ by the deputies were fictitious, 

1 tl,. «»Victolir*!, nf 


) and that th^si, the existence of which was 
not denied, w\re more moderate ; that tli^i 
editors were besides French clerks, and 
,,that even when thgse* papers did contaip 
l^some inconvenient things, they were not 
■ mischief was done. If 

tl^s answer, which is publicly reported, is 
aumtuUic, we hare one observation to 
i^ijuake K*‘bwf)ossib1e not to perceive 
tfl^nfluence of England ; for this small 
nuimcr of men, traitors to their country, 
arc certainly in the pay of that powftr.— 
When the deputies went to Buda, they 
saw the empress. She had been obliged 
to leave this city some days before. They 
found her dispirited, altered, and in con- 
■ sterllation at the evilsnbich threa^:ened her 
house. Tk« opimop of the monarchy is 
•Ire'mely unfavourable to tlvi!i*f«:^V ' 

jyrincess. It that b|*nily wlOTh excit¬ 
ed the war. Ime arc^uke PalatinO, ^nd 


trian princes who defonded thc’tnainte- 
tenance of the peace. , T|re.empress wai 
far from foreseeing the events that have 
taken place. She has shed many tears; 
she has shewn great alarm at the thick 
cloud which cover.s Mie future. She spoke 
of peace ; she requested peace ; she con¬ 
jured the deputies to sipeak to thi? emperor 
ill favour of peace.—They reported that 
the conduct of the arenduke Maximilian 
had been disov^ned, and that the emperor 
had sent him into the interior of Hun- 

ga»y- . 

Tiventy-Fourth Bulletin, dated • Vienna, 

« July 3. 

Gen. Broussier huif left two battalions of 
the 81-th regiment of tlie line in the town 
of Gratz, and proceeded to Vildon, to 
join the army of Dalmatia. On the 26th 
of June, gen. Giulay appeared before 
I Gratz, with l(),(X>Omen, compo.sed, it is 
true, of Croats and froiitiei-rcgiinents. 
The 31th, wliich was cantoned in one of 
the .subiirlis of the town, repelled-all at¬ 
tacks ol the enemy, routed him ei-ery 
where, took 500 men pri.«onor.s-, and two 
standards, and maintained himself in his 
po.sition I t hours, giving time to gen, 
Broussier to come to his assistance. This 
conflict, of one with ten, covered the 
84th, and its colonel. Gambin, with honour. 
The standards were presented to his Ma¬ 
jesty at the parade. We. -have, to regret, 
that 20 of these brave fellows were, killed, 
and 02 w'ounded.—On the ,30tli, the duke 
of Auefstadt attacked one of the islands of 
the Danube, at a .small thsl-ance from the 
right bank, opjiosilc Prc.sburg, where the 
enemv had some troops,—Gen. Gudin oi- 
rected this operation with skill; it was 
executed by col. Decouz, an A the 2]st 
regiment of infantry of the line, which this 
oliicer commamls. At two o’clock of the 
morning, this regiment, partly in^boats, 
and partly .swimming, crossed a very nar¬ 
row arm of tlie Danjjbe, seized the viland, 
routed tITe 1.5(X) men wIiq were upon it, 
aqfl made 2.50 jj|-isonei's, among whom 
l*\vere the colonel and several officers of the 
regiment St. .lulian, and took three pieces 
of cannon, which the enemy had land'Hl 
for the defence of Iff? island.—At length 
ther? exists no longeV.^y Danube,^ as Mt 
I as concerns the bfen^ ,'irniy. General 
Bertrand has raised works which 
' e 3 tcft*e astonishment, and inspire admira¬ 
tion.-—Over a bi'eadth of 4-00 fathdihs, and 
over a very rapid rivdf/ he^as ih a^bft- 
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night raised a bridge formed of Oo arclits, 
on which tliree carj'Lvges can pass abreast; 
he has builtasCBond bridge Cipou piles eight 
feet broad; lJufthfs is lor rnfciiitry only. 
Next to these two bridges is a bridge of 
boats; we can, therefore, pass the Danube 
Inthree columns. Tiiese three bridges are 
secured against all insults, even against the 
e^cts of■ fire-ships and incendiary ma- 
"Uhines, by stoccadocs, raised on piles be¬ 
tween the islands, in ditlerent directions, 
the furthest of which are at 250 fathoms 
from the bridges. When these immense 
works are contemplated, they might be 
thought to be the labour of many' years; 
they were, however, produced in 15 
or 20 days. These work.s arc defended 
by tetes de-pont, each 1600 fathoms in 
extent, formed of redoubts, surrounded by 
palisades, frises, and ditches filled with 
water. The islanjj .of lobau is a strong 
post; it contains magazines af provisions, 
100 pieces of heavy cannon, and 20 mor¬ 
tars or howitzers. Opposite Essling, on 
the left arm of the Danube, .is a bridge, 
which the duke of Rivoli has fi.\cd there. 
It is covered by a tete-de-pont, which 
had been raised there'at the time of the 
first passage of the river.—General Le- 
grand occupies the woods in the front of the 
tete-de-pont. The hostile army i.s in order 
of battle, covered with redoubts ; the left 
is at Enzendorf, the right at Great Aspern; 
a few di.scharges of innskelry from tlie ad¬ 
vanced postshave taken place.—Now that 
the passage, of the Danube is secured, and 
that our bridges are sheltered from every 
attempt, the fateof the Austriaii monarchy 
will be decided yi a single battle.—Tlie 
waters of the Danube were, on the Jst of 
July, four feet above tbe lowest, and tbir- 
teen feet below the highe.st point. The 
rapidity a*' the river at this part is, wlieu 
the waters are high, from seven to twelve 
feet; when the water is moderate, four 
feet six inches, each second, and more 
strong than at any other point. In Hun¬ 
gary [t diminishes a great deal ; and at 
the place where TrajSn raised a bridge, it 
is almost insensible. The Danube is there 
430 fathoms broad; here it is only 4()o. 
The bridge of Trajan was a stone bridge, 
the work of several years. Caesar’s bridge 
over the Rhine was rtij|bed, it is true, in ei glit 
days, but no loade(| cjfrriage could pass oVer 
it.—The workSj. the Danube are jthe 
most beautiful military works ever fori “ 
-—Prince Gazarin', aid-de-camp gepi 
the emperor of Russia, arrived at Schoen- 
hrunq, at four, of the morning the day be- 
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fore yestdrday, at tbe moment the Enipfc- 
ror was mounting on horse|^ack. He set 
out from Petei'sburgh, the 8lh of June. 
He has brought intelligence of the march 
of the Russian army into Gallicia.— 
Majo-sty has quitted Schoenbrunn; he has 
been tw'o days eticamped. His tents are 
very beautiful, and made in the sti 
the Egyptian tents,” 



Austria. —Supplement to the Lon 
zette of the Wthqf July. — (Contin\ 
p. ii\.) 

The head-quarters of the Archduke 
were, on the 16lh of May, at* Ebersdorf, 
near the high road leading to Brunu.— On 
the 19th the outposts reported that the 
enemy had taken possessiort of the grtat 
island of Lobau, within about six English 
miles of Vienna; that his numbers in¬ 
creased there every hour, and that he 
seemed to be employed in throw in g'k bride 
across the great arm of the Danube be¬ 
hind the island. From the top of the Bi- 
samberg, the vvhole of the opposite country 
appeared to be enveloped in a cloud of dust, 
and the glitter of arms pviiicpd^ a, o-^ eral. 
movement of troops beyond SumrneHtWJ^ 
towards Kaiser-Ebersdoi f, wdiither, accord¬ 
ing to iater accounts, the Emperor Napo- 
leo\< liad removed his head-quarters, and 
was by his presence hastening and proi.^o- 


ting the prej)aration8 for passing the riveVy^ 
—On the following morning, at ^ 
the Archduke resolved 


day¬ 
break, the Archduke resolved to recon¬ 
noitre the island, and employ for this pui- 
•posc, part of tbe advanced guard^igflTltK 
the command of field-marshal lytuenant,,' 
count Ivlenau, supported by regi¬ 

ments of cavalry. — The of Lobau 
liSrrns a convenient place of anns^ which 
is ahojiit .six English miles long, and four 
and a half broad, and‘being separated by' 
the large arm of the Danube from,*;';'"'' 
right bank, nothing prevents the build^' 
of a bridge, which is concealed by gHXind 
covered wdth bushes ; apiMV^S*^ ex¬ 
tent of the island affords the advantam/;, 
sending troops and ordnance from so many 
pointe of it, that the passage across the 
smaller arm to the large plain of March- 
field, may be made good by force of arms. 
—It was soon perceived oy^ the strength 
of the enemy’s columns which advanced 
upon the'island, and placed their cannon • 
as to support the second passage, that 
serious attack. The ad-, 
ained a tolerably warm 
fiigagepient, andS^e cavalry routed the 
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first division of the enemy, wfiich de¬ 
bouched from. the. low grounds on the 
edge of the river, late in the evening; 
iMon which the Archduke, whose inten- 
^oit was not to prevent the passage of the 
enemy, but to attack him the following 
^rljHy. retreated with his cavalry to Ander- 
trv^d ordered the advanced troops to 
imitJ^^to Maass, according as the enemy 
into 'extend himself.—On the 21st at 
tfay-htiejik the Archduke ordwed his army 
jmdcf a^ms, and formed it in two lines on 
the wskig ground behind Gerasdorf, and be¬ 
tween the Bisam-hill and the rivulet Russ. 
The corps of lieut.-gen. Hiller formed the 
right wing hear Stammersflorf; on its left 
was the corps of the gen. of cavalry count 
'Bellegarde, and next to that the corps of 
lieut.-gen. prthce Hohenzollcrn, in the 
.allignement of Deutsch-Wagram. The 
corps of prince Rosenberg was posted by 
bbattalions in colmnif on the Kussbach on 
rivulet Russ, kept Deutsch-Wagram 
strongly occupied, having, for the security 
of the left wing, placed on the heights 
beyond that place a division in reserve. 
The whole cavalry, which the day bcl'ore 
S^ad .?;J;ii.iped under the command of 
prVrfbe Lichtenstein by Anderklaa, was 
called back into the line, filling, in two 
lines, the space intervening between the 
i left wing of prince Hohenzollcrn and«the 
I ri^ht of prince Rossenberg—The vast plain 
^f the March-field spread like a carpet 
before the front of the line, and appeared, 
by the absence of every obstruction, to 
bf^destined to form the theatre of some 
/great event. The grenadiers remained in 
eieserveiicar Seiering, and the corps of the 
gen. of aYiS4ierj’, prince of Reuss, kept the 
Bisam-hill, and the low bushy ground 
along the Danube strongly ftccupien. 
k Part of it was still fefl; near Krema, tl^e 
■ ’ cor^s being almost broke up by having so 
,J[^y of its divisions detached to so con¬ 
siderable a distance.-AAt nine o’clock, 
theS^fchduke ordered the arms to be 
UDiled.^ir ^^Trroops to dine. The piquet 
^Observation on the Bisam-hill reported 
that the bridge across the Danube behind 
•the isle of Lobau, being now quite fiinshed, 
was plainly perceivame, and that troops 
were, without intermission, seen filing oil' 
over it, as well as passing in boats to the 
isle, 'The outposts, likewise, ^ave infor¬ 
mation of the gradual augmentation of 
the enemy in the town of fiizersdorf, ahd, 
• in the villages of Essli^-^^ 
and of his aQV“»cingJj»^rds mfsenstet- 
tea.—■‘Hie Archduk^Cbarlee now tboi/gfat 


that the moment foi* igiving battle had 
arrived, and hastened tb«Gerasdorf^ where 
the chief of hik quarterraafejer-general’s 
stafl^ gen. Ifaron Wimpfen, sketched out 
the following plan. 

Flan of Attack upon the hostile Army on 
its March between Ssfling and Aspern, and 
towards Hirschstetten. 

The attack to be made in five columns."^ 
The first column, or the column of the 
right wing, is formed by the corpa of 
lieut.-gen. Hiller. It will advai|pe from 
its present position in the direction be¬ 
tween the “ Point” and Leopoldau along 
the nearest arms of the Danube, pass along 
the left bank towards Stadelau and Aspern, 
keep constantly neaft the Danube and the 
meadows bordering upon it* and is vigor¬ 
ously to repulse the enemy, who most 
likely will meet it on.tlie same road, and 
to drive him* from the left bank. This 
column must not suffer its progress to be 
impeded by the batteries which the enemy 
perhaps may have erected on the islands, 
but must endeavour to silence them by its 
cannon, and spiritedly continue to ad¬ 
vance.—The second column consists of 
the corps of the gen. of cavalry, count 
Bellegarde ; leaving Gerasdorf to the left, 
it will march towards Leopoldau, endea¬ 
vour to join the first column on the right, 
advance upon Kagran, and then, conjointly 
with the third column, upon the left, pusn 
forwards towards Hirschstetten.’—The third 
column is composed of the. corps of lieut.- 
gen. prince Hohenzollern. It will march 
by Sussenbrunn to Breitenlee, and from 
thence towards Aspern,. and will endea¬ 
vour to join on its right the 2nd column, 
and on 'ts left the 4th.—The fourth column 
under the command of lieut.-gen. prince 
Rosenberg, is made up of that part of his 
corps which is posted on the right bank of 
the rivulet Russ; it is to advance, by An¬ 
derklaa and Raschdorf> towards Essling.— 
The fifth column is formed by that part of 
prince Rosenberg’s corps which stands 
between*Deutsch-Wagran\ and Beaumers- 
dorf, it will cross the Russ near Beaumers- 
dorf, leave Rasch^orf and Bischdorf to the 
right, endeavour to pass to tfie left round 
the, town of Eozersdorf^ and secure its left 
flank by the archdfake Ferdinand’s regi¬ 
ment of hussars. <—^^‘jTbe cavalry-reserfe 
uifocr the command ojf gpn. prince lich- 
Jidmtem, to march by the way of Ander¬ 
klaa', without coming iii contact with dm 
fourth column,* between Raschdftrf 
Breitenlee, and slraii^ht to 
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keeping continuallv at such a clisfance of the grounrl to coyer his passage. The 
l/eiweeif the heads of the third and fourth extensive villages of Lssling and Asperii, 
colnnins as, ij^lase^of necessity, to be near mostlji composed of brick houses, and en- 
at hand for the purpose of repelling the circled all round by heaps ot earth, tip* 
main body of the enemy’s cavalry.—^The senibled two bastions, between which A 
grenadier corps of reserve to march from double line of natural trenches, intended 
Seiering into the position vvhicli the corps to draw off the water, served as the cjw** 
of Bellegarde has taken up behind Geras- tain, and afforded every possible se^ity 
dorf.—AH the colymns and corps will to the columns passing from th^sfe of 
Starch at twelve o’clock at noon. 'I’heir Lobau. I'.ssling had a granary furnished 
second lines to folh.w thorn at a suitable with loop-hofes, and whose thraa stories 
distance. Every t olmnii to form its own aflijrded room for several liundrAl nim. 
aidvance4 guarii. 'J'he order of march, while Aspern was provided with a «ti»ng 
and tlie distiibution of the field pieces, to church-yard. The leftside of the latter 
be left to the judgment of the commanders village borders on an arm of the Danube, 
of the respective corps. The whole will Both villages had a safe coinmunication 
march by half divisions. Iiieut.-generAI with the bushy ground near the Danube, 
Kleuau to form the advanced guard of the j from which the enemy had it constantly 
fourth and filVn columns, and, before he l in his power to dispatch,‘unseen, fresh 
advances, to sutler the beads of these co- j reinlbrcements. The Isle of Lobau served . 


lunis to coiiie <pwt« ufi to him, in order 
that he may iiave at hand a sufficient sup¬ 
port of infantry.—Of the corps of cavalry, 
the brigade under command of Vecsey 
to be attached to the second column, and 
the regiment O'Reilly to the third; ami 
botii brigades are to repair immediately, 
the former to GerasdoVf, and the latter to 
Su.s.senbrunn. — The principal object in 
view is to drive back the enemy entirely 
over the first arms of the. Danube, destroy 
the bridges he had tlyown over them, ami 
occupying the liank of the Lobau with a 
numerousai'tillciy, especially howitzers.— 
The infantry "ill fiirm on the plain in 
battalions, with half divi.sions from the 
centre.—His imperial highness the gen. 
in chief recommends order, closeness dur¬ 
ing the advance, ?iid a proper use of every 
species of arms. His station will be with 
tlie second column. 

Gerasdorf, May 21, 1809. 


BulaliptiS. 

The 1st column consisted of J 9 

Squadrons. 

22 

2iid - — 

■ 20 

Iff 

3rd — -—r 

22 

8 

4th — — 

13 

8 

u.5tli .— — J 

13 

IG 

The corjts of gavalry 

t 

78 

The corps of grenadiers 

IG 


Total 

103 

1 

i CO 
12 


All which amounted to 75,000 tnen“, cf- 
fe^ptive troops. / 

Of artillery thprt. were 18 batteries^of 
brigade j position, and II of borsifj 

artillery; in the Aggregate 2S8 piece 5 *bf 
di^re^ calibres.'-—The enemy had availet^ 
binsdf exiret^ely vfell ot' the advantages 


at once as a jilace of amis and as a fetc- 
(le-poiit, a bridge-head I'or the bridge, in 
the rear across the main arm of the riv}-. • 
—The eneriij", with tlie divisions of gens. 
Molitor, Boudet, Mansouty, Legraiid, Ivs- 
pagne, l.nsidlc and I'crraiid, under the 
marshals Massena and Lasnes, as vvell'as 
marshal Be.ssieres, together " itbolftntu arcU 
of the Wurleniberg, Hesse-Dannstadt^ind 
Baden anxiliaries.had already left thi.? posi¬ 
tion, and was directing his march towards 
Hirsebstetten, when the first Austrian 
advanced guards met him.—If it, be atN^l 
]>ermitte.! in war, to indulge favourable" 
presentiments, it was certainly excusable 
so to do at that great moment, wdien, on 
the 21s' of May, exactly at twelve o’c hy ^^. 
'the columns began to put themselTCs in 
motion for the attack. A getu^/ enthu-^ 
siasin had taken po.ssession of^ffc troops : 
jo^'fnl war-songs, accompanien by/rurki.sh 
music, resounded through the air, and 
wjre interrupted j^y^heuts of “ Jjong live 
our Iknperor, long live Archduke Charles!” .j 
whenever the imperial general appcEtljj^,' 
who had placed himself at the head of tha 
second column. Every breast 
with aiuxious desire and^fglAcTlnhrlenr^ 
. after the decisive moment; and the fiWst 
' weather favoured the awful scene. 

Pottle of the 21 St of Map.—First Column. 

The advanced guard Ander gen. .Nord- 
man, consistiag of two battalions of Gvu- 
lay and Lichtenitein hussars, had formed 
near the destroyed bridge of Tabor, and 
Jiving the villages of Kagran and Hirseb- 
^i»»,«4eft, and Stadlau to the 
l^gbt, mwched in^tbe plarp towards As'- 
peril. It wa* folldiinpd by the column. 



gaimng wliaf lie had lost.—Both parties 
were aware of the necessity of maintakiing 
themselves in Aspern at any rate, which 
produced successively the most obstinate 
elTorts both of attack and defence; the 
parties engagcd each other in every street, 
in every house, and in every barrt j carts, 
ploughs, apd harrows were obliged to be 
j-emoved during an unintejpipijed 
order to get at tlie etien^>; every'nwtivi- 
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avhich, having left the high road before 
tht post-oliice at Stammersdorf, hid march¬ 
ed from the yght by half divisions. Its 
right flank along the Danube was covered 
by a battalion of St. (jeorgiaiis, by tllie 1st 
' l^fcttalion of Vienna volunteers, and by a 
..battalion ol militia, under the command 
of major count Collorcdo.—Within a can- 
uon-sjpit ot Stadlau the out-posts met the 
enemy’s pienicts, which gradually re- i 
treated to their oriijiiial divisions. — At 
tais time gen. Nonlman orde/ed two bat- ■ 
taiions qf Gyulay to draw up en echellon, 
in u^der to favour the advance of the co¬ 
lumn. The entMiy drawn up in large 
divisions, stood iuuncdiat.cly before Aspern, 
having, to cover his I'ront, occupied all the 
ditclies of the fields, which allorded cx- 
y^llcnt breast-works. His right was co- 
vt?rt‘d by a batfeary, and his left by a broad 
and ileep ditch (one of those that carry 
oHThe waters of the Danube when it over- 
^flows), as well as by a biisliy ground, 
Vo'fich was likewise occupied h}' several 
booh^ in close order.—Though the enemy 
had tlie advantage of position all to him¬ 
self, inasmuch as the freshes of the Danube 
were only passable by meari.s of a small 
{iridge, at,.which lie kept up a vigorous 
^l^e rfVoin behind the ditches both with 
cannon and .small arms, it did not prevent 
the 2nd battalion of (iyulay, irnmeiliately 
^ after the first had penetrated as ibr as ^he 
Ibushy meadows, to pass the liridge in a 
Jreilunin, to form without delay, and with 
'charged bayonets to attack the enemy, 
who prcciprtately retreated to Aspern, on 
which occasion that village, after a vigor- 
net not very obstinate ncsistance, was 
taken lor the fiv.st time. It was, however, 
not long bgfoie the enemy had it in his 
power, by the arrival of a fresh reinforce¬ 
ment, to expel again the battalions oV 
yGyulay. By this time some battalions of 
Ijitlie column had arrived, *the chasseurs oT 
•^jitftSchneidqj-, of the 2nd column, joined 
advanced guard of the 1st; Gyulay 
formed again, and the enemy was a sc- 
tpnd tiu»c-py.o>hsd _^to the lower end of the 
e, though he succeeded again in re- 


—Qfieial Pa^s. ^ 

duai wall was an impediment of the 
saMants, and a rampart of the attacked ; thf 
steeple, lofty trees, tlij garrets «nd the 
cellars were to be conquered^efore either 
of the parties could stfle 1ts*;if master of 
the place, and yet (he po.ssession was ever 
of .short duration ; for no sooner had we 
taken a street or a i^ouse than the enemy . 
gained another, forcing us to abandon the 
iormer. So this murderous conflict lasted 
for .several liour.s ; the German battalions 
were supported by Ilungarians, who were 
again assi.sted by the Vienna volunteers, 
caeh livalling the other in courage and 
perseverance. At the same time the 2nd 
columnS:ouibiued its attacks with those of 
the fii st, having to overcome the s^me re¬ 
sistance, by reason of the enemy’s con¬ 
stantly leading fiesh i-eintbreements into 
fire. At length gen. Vacqitant of the se¬ 
cond column succeeded in becoming mas¬ 
ter of the upper part of, the village, and 
maintaining himself there during the whole 
of the night.—By the shells of both parties 
many houses had been set orr fire, and 
illuminated the whole country around.— 
At the extremity of the right wing on the 
bu.shy meadow the combats were not less 
.severe. Tlie left flank of the enemy w'as 
secured by an arm of the Danube ; im¬ 
penetrable underwood, intersected only b\' 
footpaths, covered his front; and a broad 
ditch and pallisadoes afforded him the ad¬ 
vantage of a natural rampart. — Here 
fonglit at the beginning of the battle the 
1st batiaiion of Gyulay under col. Ma- 
riassy ; tlien the battalion ol' cha.sseurs 
under major 


Schneider; next the St. 


Georgians 


under major Mihailovich, and 
finally, the two battalioi^ of Vienna vo¬ 
lunteers under lieut.-col. Steigeiitcsch and 
St. Que.iten. Here also the enemy wa» 
defeated ; and the first day of this san¬ 
guinary engagement tcnninatetL by the 
occupation of Aspern by gen. VacquAnt, 
at the head of eight battalions of the se¬ 
cond column, while lieut. field-marshal 
Hiller drew the troops of his corjrs’from 
the village, placed them again in order of 
battle, and passed thi^ night under aims. 

> SKond Cokann. 

• ^ 

The advanced guard, comftianded by 
lieut^gen. Fresnel, advanced by Leopol- 
dao and Kagran towards Ilirsclisietten, 
and consisted of one battalion of chasseurs 
and two battalions of Anton Mitsovskv 
ug^-r gen. Winziiigerode, as well as the 
’brigades of cavalry, Kletiau and Vincent, 
under gen. Vefvsey. It was followed, in 
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tbe same direction by the column fron^its ten pacej distance so effectually, as totayjp 
Position near Gerasjjorf.—^The enemy hav- to rout the enemy, upon which gen. 
ing be*m discovered from the eminences Vees^, at the head of a division of Klenau, 
near HirschV«{teivto be near Aspern and attached the enemy’s cuirassiers with such 
Esslingen, the brigade Vee^ey was dc- energy, that their retreat was followed hy 
tached against the latter place, and the that of the infantry.—Hereby the army 
brigade Winzingerode to dislodge the along the whole of its line was disengaged 
tnerav from Asperfi.—The column dc- from the enemy, obtained communication 
ployed before Hiisch.sfetten, in two lines, on the left with the corps of prinoe Ho- 
in order 'to support, the advanced guard, henzollern, and became possessed of the 
and leaving Aspern to the right, followed important post of Aspern. The enemy 
upon the plain, at a proper distance.— being in full* retreat attempted no furthef 
The brigade of Winzingerode, however, attack, and confined himself merely to a 
met with so spirited a resistance in its at- cannonade. The corps remained .d/fing 
tempt upon Aspern, that an attack upon the night under arms. The enemy re- 
the frwit alone was not likely to be at- peated, indeed, his attacks on Aspern, but 
tended with success; the cavalry, there- they all proved unsuccessful.' 
foTt, of the advanced guaffl was pushkl 

forward troin Aspern on the left, in order , 

to support the attack on the flank with This column, according to its destiria- 
the two batteries of cavalry, as well as to tion, had began its march from its position 
facilitate the junction with the third co- at Seiring, by the road of Sussenbrun and 
lumn, which was advancing*by Bi'eiteiiltc. Breitenlee. Some divisions of O’Reilly’s- 
At the same time the regiment of Reuss light horse and chasseurs formed the^d- 
Plauen was ordered to the right of A.sf)ern, ranted guard of the column, and at,#»airec 
with a view to an attack on that place, o’clock in the afternoon met near Hirscli- 
the rest of the corps was formed into close stetteri, thejeft wing of the enemy, which 
columns of battalions.—Meanwhile the consisted mostly of cavalry.—As about 
enemy formed his left wing, wdiich he this time the first and sccond^columns ad-■* 
refused, towards Aspern, and his right vanced intrepidly upon A.speni, aiitf tbe 
upon Esslingen. Thus lie advanced with enemy began to fall baek to his position 
columns of infantry and cavalry upon the betwetm l'’,sslingen and Aspern, lieut.-ge- 
inain army, while an extremely brisk neural liolienzolleni, ordered up his bat- 
cannonade sujiportcd him. A line of 12 teriers, and a very brisk cannonade 6om-l 
regiments of cuirassiers formed the centre menced on both sides.—The first li/tef, 
of the second line of the enemy, giving to formed in close columns of battalions, and' 
the whole an imposing aspect.—Mean- advanced with the greatest resolution 
while the attack of a battalion of Reuss upon the enemy, when his cavalry sudden- 
Plauen on Aspern was repulsed, and it ly rushed forw ard in such disproportionate^ 
gave way, being thrown into consterna- numbers, and with such rapidity, that 
tion by the loss of its commander, but it there was scarcely time to §ave the artil- 
rallied immediately after. Count Belle- Jerj'which had been brought up, and the 
gard ordered gen; Bacquant to renew the battaliofis were left to defend themselves 
attack with the regiment of Vogelsang, jb}^ their own ungujfpcu’ted exertions. This, 
and to car^y the village at all hazards, was the remarkable moment in which tbe^ 
The latter obeyed tlte order with the most regiments of Zach, Joseph Coli<I ^ > 
brilliant success, and Aspern, though de- Zettwilz, Froon,^ battalion of Stein’s, ^nd' 
fended by 12,000 of the best of the enemy’s the second battalion of the Arclfduke 
troops, was carried^ by Storm; Bacquant Charles’s legion, under th4 ctJttduct ofi 
being assisted by the regimen't of Reuss lieut.-general Brady, and general%^u. 
Plauen, by a battalion of archduke Raipef, re.sch, Maier and Koller, demonswated 
and by thq brigade of Maier of the third with unparalleled fortitude what the fixed 
column. — To frustrate this attack, the detennination to conquer or die is capable 
enemy advanced with tw'o columns of of effecting against the most .impetuous 
infantry, supported by his heavy cavalry, attacks.—The enemy’s cavalry 4:urned 
upon the main army, repulsed the two these battalion^ on bothjvings, penetrated 
regiments of Klrfiau and Vincent’s Rght between them, repulsed the squadrons of 
horse, and fell upon the infantry_^0’Reilly’s light horse, who were unabla 
latter expecting him, with their firelocks *t.'&*^iittmandsimch a superior force, and in 
ready, and with cool ioft^pidity, fired at,, the cohfidenceS^ictory^^ummonedthetei 
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n:^rp9 of heroes to lay down their arms. 
A well directed and destructive fire was 
the answer to«tliis degrading proposition, 
ajid the enemy’s cavalry ahanUoiKjd the 
field, leaving behind them a. considerable 
number of dead.—Thi.s corps, as well as 
the others, passed the night on the field of 
•battle. 

Fourth and Fifth Columns. 

Tbe.se w'ere both composed of the corps 
of I ieut,-general prince Itescnberg, on 
either bank of the Russbach, and directed 
their Jiiaicli from their position, to the 
right, and left of Dcutsch-Wagram.-^ 
I'he fourth proceeded through Roschdorf 
straight to'Essiingen. Col. Ilardegg of 
Schwarzenberg’s hulaus conducted the 
Vjdvanced guard.—The fifth directed its 
inarch toward# the left, in order to go a 
.circuit round the little town of Enzers^orf, 
and drive the enemy out of the place. It- 
■s, was reinforced by ytipsic’s hussars, under 
tii^ command of col. Frolieh. I.ieut.- 
gerfJiiral Ivlenau led the advanced guard of 
both columns.—As thi.s circuit round En- 
’ zersdorf obliged the filth tg describe a 
longer line,itwas ncce.ssary for the fourth to 
\ advance r:^er more slowly-—Enzersdorf, 
however, was quickly taken possession of 
by a detachment of Stipsic’s hussars, and 
o4' the Wallacho Illyrian frontier regiment, 
as it was already for the greate.st part 
evacuated by the enemy, from whom no 
more than thirty prisoners could be taken. 
—Both columns now received orders to 
advance upon Esslingcn.—^The fourth, in 
tlo.se columns of battalions of Czarto- 
^ risky’s, archduke Louis’s and Cobourg’s, 

■ who were twice successively attacked by 
upwards of two thousand of the enemy’s 
heavy cavalry; but these Were each tiinp 
put to flight by our brave infafttry with 
^ considerable loss.-»-()f the fifth colump, 

# tw'o battalions of Chastelcr’s advanced 
- :’4fwtly upom Esslingcn, while two bat- 
^ talions of Bellegarde’s* were ordered to 
penetrate the left flank of the village, 
fcvg^d the staail contiguous wood. Two 
billions of Hiller’s and Sztarray’s, be- 
sid^ the archduke Ferdinand’s and Slip* 
.tic’s regiments of hussars, and two*divi- 
tions of Rosenberg’s light horse, were in 
the plain in readiness to support them.— ; 
These combined attacks were made twice 
successively with uncommon intrepidity, 

■ the ■ enemy’s troops were repulsed at all 
points, and driven into the village Esslin- 
• gen w hich had been set firp. , 

|JU« enemy’s arjny was c^/lfwa up in several 
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liijes between Esslingen and Asperh, a«d 
met each new attack with fresh reinforce¬ 
ments, because the safety of hi# retreat 
depended on tlie posse-^ioiiTcSr this village; 
our traop.s v^ere obliged to abandon it at 
the approach of night, and to aw’ait, under 
arms, the arrival of morning.—The reserve 
corps of cavalry had marched in two co¬ 
lumns, under tlie command of gen. prince 
I of Lichtenstein, and ,advanccd upon the 
New Inn between Raschdorf and Breiten- 
lee. General count WartensJeben with 
Blankenstein’s hu.ssars, conducted the ad¬ 
vanced guard.—No sooner did the ene¬ 
my perceive tlie general advance of* the 
armj’^, thiiii he placed the bulk o|j bis ca¬ 
valry, Mipported by some battalions of 
idfantry, in order of battle betw’een Esslin¬ 
gcn and Aspern, and commenced a brisk 
cannonade upon the columns of Austrian 
cavalry as they approached.—Prince Lich¬ 
tenstein directed his oolomns to inarch 
forward in two lines, on which the enemy 
detached 4 or 5000 cavalry from his posi¬ 
tion to the right, by way of Esslingen, and 
excited some apprehension that he would 
impede the progress of the fourth column, 
or even break through it. The Prince 
therefore ordered four regiments to the 
left, and kept the second column formed 
in two lines, till he was convinced that 
the fourth would not meet w ith any im¬ 
pediment toils march.—During this move¬ 
ment the remainder of the enemy’s cavalry 
also advanced with the greatest confidence, 
towards the right wing of the Austrian. 
They were received with « firmness which 
they probably did not expect. The in¬ 
trepidity of the cavalry which had marched 
up, particularly Mauriie Lichtenstein’.s 
regiment, and the archduke Francis’* 
cuirassiers; the former, headed by its 
gallant colonel, Roussel, fru.stratcd the re¬ 
peated assaults of the enemy by counter¬ 
attacks, by which at length put a stop to 
his impetuous advance, and completely 
repulsed him with considerable los^. In 
these conflicts, the French general of divi¬ 
sion, Durosnei, equgny to the Emperor, 
was taked prisoner a few paces from him, 
as^was also gen. Fouler, equerry to the 
’ Einpre.ss, after having been slightly wound¬ 
ed. Nothw’ithstanding the fire of mus- 
quetry which now. ensued, the Prince 
ordered a general advance, by which 
the enemy was straitened in the aligne- 
meut between Esslingen and Aspern, 
on account of the flanking fire from 
, Esslingen, could not he pursued any 
further. The fii'c of bu gun* w-as answ ered 
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with spirit by the horse artillery. AbSut 
seven in the evening 3,0()b horse w^'e 
again detached towards the point of union 
between the^valryof the corps of re¬ 
serve and the* left ^ving of pri.icc Hohen- 
Kollern, and fell en masse upon the bri- 
gad<^s of cuirassiers of generals Kroyher, 
Klary,and Siegentlialjgbut bythc steady in¬ 
trepidity of the Blankenstein’sand Iliesch’s 
regiments, who with the utmost gallantry 
inade a sudden attack on the enemy’s 
flanks, his cavalry was again repulsed, 
and part of it, which had fallen upon some 
of the regiments of the new levies, placed 
iij the third Hnc, was cut off and there 
taken.—Meanwhile night came on, and it 
was passed by the Prince, in the best state of 
preparation on the ground which he hiul 
gained from the enemy.—For the first 
time Napoleon had sustained a defeat in 
Germany, j^'rom this moment he was re¬ 
duced to life ranl^ of hold and successful 
generals, who, like lnmself„after a long 
series of destructive achievements, expe¬ 
rienced the vicisitudes of fortune. The 
charm of his invincibility wa,s dissolved. 
No longer tlie spoiled child of Fortune, 
by posterity he will be characterized as 
the sport of the fickle goddess. New hopes 
begin to animate the oppressed nations. 
To the Austrian army the 21st of May 
M'as a grand and glorious epoch, that must 
inspire it with a consciousness of its 
strength, and a confidence in its energies. 
Overwhelmed by our irresistible infantry, 
its proud opponents were extended in the 
dust, and the .presence of their hitherto 
unconquertd Emperor was no longer ca¬ 
pable of snatching from the heroes of 
Au.stria the laurels which they had ac¬ 
quired.—Napoleon’s glory was obviously 
at stake. New eflbrts were to be expected 
the following day; but he was also obliged 
to fight lipr his existence. By means ‘ of 
Jfire-ships sent down the Danube, the Arch¬ 
fluke had caU^icd the enemy’s bridge on 
the Lobau to be broken down, and its re¬ 
pairs Viioukl lake up several hours. Mean¬ 
while Napoleon had already in the even¬ 
ing been joined by th8 corps of gon. Oudi-' 
not; and all fhe disposable troops fol¬ 
lowed from Vienna and the Upper Da¬ 
nube, ond ’were transported across the 
river in vessels as fast as they arrived. 
The-Archduke, on h'ls part, ordered the 
grenadier corps, which had nut any share 
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in the first engagement, to advance from its 
position nQ;ar Gerasdorf to Breitenlee; aiAl 
the short night was scarcely sufficient to 
complete the respective preparations for 
the coiimiencement of a second tragedy. 

Batik of the 2'2d of May ,—Corps of lim- 
ienanl-general Hillet'. 

With the morning’s dawn the enemy re¬ 
newed his attacks, which lar surpassed in 
impetuosity those of the preceding day. 
It was a conffict of valour and mutual ex¬ 
asperation. Scarcely had the French 
guards compelled gen. Wacquant to.aban- 
don Aspern, when tlm regiment of Klebek 
again penetrated into the burning village, 
drove back the choice.st troops of the enemy, 
and engaged in a new contest in the midst 
of the conflagration, till, at the expiratijj^ 
of an hour, it was also olJfigcd to give 
way. The regiment of Benjovsky now 
rushed in, and at the first onset gained 
possession of the church yard, the walls 
of which field-marshal-lieulenant IliHcr 
immediately ordered the first divisiefl of 
pioneers to pull down, and the church, to¬ 
gether with 4he parsonage, to be .set on 
fire. Thus was this regiment, supported 
by some battalions, commanded by gen. 
Bianchi,al length enabled tomaintaiu S'-sell 
at the entrance of the village, after over- 
coining" the resistance, bordering on des¬ 
pair, ofiposed by the flower of the French 
army.—Neitliev could the enemy produce 
any farther eflect upon the bushy meadow, 
after lieut.-general Hiller had ordered the 
force there to be supported by two bat¬ 
talions of Anton Mittrowsky’s and a bat¬ 
tery ; on which the Jagers, St. George’s, 
and two battalions of Vienna volunteers; 
drove him from his advantageous position, 
he never afterw-ards attempted to 
recover.—At about this time the left wing 
of the” corps wasJLikewise placed in secu¬ 
rity by three batteries sent by the lieut.-. 
general to support the general of cavtHr^ 
count Bellegarde,alnd the latter maintained 
his ground against the most desperate at¬ 
tacks of the enemy. The lient.-generei 
Hiller kept his position on the left 
of the enemy, and the victory was decided 
iu thfs quarter. The corps was therefore, 
again formed in two lines, andjthus aw aited 
the approaching events. 

CTotbc continued.) 
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“ What mighty contests rise from trivial things !” 

• Pope* 


TO THE 

Independent People of*1Iampshike. 

'Hie Pauper’s Action, 

• • 

Gentlemen, 

In the poem, from which my motto is 
token, you*will, I dure say, recollect, that 
the {)oet records the important conse- 
‘ tytcnces that resulted from a gentleman's 
cutting off a^c/c of a lady’s hair. Dispro- 
portioned as those consequences were to 
their cause, they are, 1 think, surpassed, 
441 that respect, hy the consetjuences, which 
love resulted from the runniii" away of a 
c^^'Eiv-noy./i’ow my service, which act has 
jirodnced, probably, a greater noise and 
bustle, and excited more ciiritisity and more 
irtterest in this county. i ban any act or event 
that has tj^lien place within the long reign 
of the present king ; that is to say, almost 
half a f;entury. Notwithstanding this, 
however, I should not, in this elaborate 
manner, have addresseil you upon the Sub¬ 
ject, had the noise and bustle been con¬ 
fined within the county. My intention 
w'as merely to have contradicted, in the 
coMwCy-papers, the falslioods, vvliich had 
been spread abroad. Put, perceiving tliat 
the Thial, vvliich took place at Winches¬ 
ter, last week, relative to this aflair, has 
been made, in the London ministerial 
prints, a subject of vast imjioriance, t^e 
ground-work of new calumnie-tt and the 
intended means oLinjuring that great puli- 
.lic cause, in the supporting of which our 
. .demies know me to be instrumental to 
the utmost of my poweT : perceiving this, 
I think it necessary to enter fully into the 
subject in Biy own work, in order that the 
r'fc&tation may circulate as widely as the 
clnfrge; that it may even go beyond it, 
. and that, in countries wdiere an Efiglish 
ministerial paper is never seen, the clia- 
lacter of such publications may be made 
known. 

Those amongst you. Gentlemen, who 
wei’e at Winchester during the last week, 
and who,*of course, heard the universal 
• buz, saw the knots of people, in all parts, 
laying tltcir beads togiAliev, and who^ at 


last, saw the court crammed even to suf¬ 
focation; and all this on account of a 
thing the most trifling, that the law can, 
when administered by a judge, possibly 
take notice of, and that, in spite of all that 
could t;e done by all the machinations of 
all the partie,s, high and low, ccuicerned 
in the scheme, obtained from me damages 
to the amount of only three pounds, six 
shiilings, and eight-pence; yjiu, vvho were 
eyc-witiiesscs of the scene, and who had 
the means of hearing, from my neigh¬ 
bours, the real state of*tlie facts, and the 
real motives 5f the action; you must have 
ceased to feel any surprize whatever on 
the subject; but, to those, who were not at 
Win( hesler ; to those whom the story has 
j reached only through the news-papers, 'it 
; must seem utterly astonishing, that all this 
out-cry should have been made, that all 
this interest should have been excited, by 
an act, the commission of which should 
call tor damages to the amount of only 
i one-third part of ten pounds. A London 
i paper, called thcMonNiNG Post, has filled 
! almost the whole of its columns, of Satur- 
I ilay hist, wiili an account of this trial, to 
the exclu.sion of even the French Bulletins, 
which record the battle, of Wolkersdorf; 
that battle, which, perhaps, will decide 
! file fate of the luiropeaTi quarter of the 
I world. The fall of Austria appears, with 
! tliesc gentlemen, to he a mere trifle, when 
! compured with a hope of bringing me 
■ down ; tlie struggle between the fimperors 
j Napoleon and Prancis seems to be but a 
j tiling of secondary importance, while 
I there is a struggle, between me aryl my 
: carter-boy. This paper, upon the face of 
i it, seems to say : “ ^I'here has, to be«sme, 
“ been a*battle in Austria^ and the last 
: “ hope of our only remaining ally seems 
*‘- now to be completely annihilated ; but, 

; “ never mind that, loyal reader, for, look 
' “ here ! here we have Cobbelt in damages 
j “ to the amount of it. (>•?. ^d.” -Ac¬ 

cording to this print, the damages against 
' the three parties, were laid at a thousand 
apaunds. Pretty modest for a pauper's 
being held in duress during about seven 

1 hours; but, waS*ii not^ then, very* much 
1 IS - • 
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like a defeat to get but ten pounds out 
the t/iouiOHdf I am sued for 33.1/. Os. Sd. 
and the*jur^^4say,« thatj at the most, I 
ought to pay the oc^d 3/. Os. just about 
the amount of the wine that almost every 
man drinks in a foi-tnight, and I drink 
none. The damages laid, appear to have 
been very well propoftioned to the story. 
The}' seem to have swelled up together; 
and, when they can>e into the court, and 
had to face an honest and intelligent jury, 
who were not to be imposed up<»n by either 
rant or cant, they both together shrunk 
into just a hundredth part of the magnitude 
they had assumed.; and, if the jury could 
have b(it;n informed of the whok of the 
liicts, they would imve shrunj^ into no¬ 
thing, for not/ one farthing of damages 
w'ould have been awarded ; but, as we 
•ball see, by-and-by, the action was so 
eontrived as to put it out of our power to 
produce any of the most material facts to 
the jury, who were, therefore, obliged to 
give their verdict upon evidence brought 
ail on cme side. 

That this action was not brought for the 
sake qf the pimfKr the jury appeared to be 
very well convinced. Indeed, the real object 
of it was clear enough to every person of 
common discernment, Uje moment it was 
discovered whence came the advice to bring 
t4ie action, namely, from a bench of magis¬ 
trates at DnoxFOKD, composed as we shall 
,by-and-by see. This object is clearly 
enough explained in the speech of Mu. 
Bqkough, one of the counsel for the pau¬ 
per, tlve substance of which speech has 
been published in the Portsmouth news¬ 
paper, in tliese word.s.-“ The Plaintiil’ 

** was a labouring n)an, residing in the 
• parish of Droxford, Hants, in the service 
" of Richard Goodlad, esq. a Magistrate for 
** the county. The PlaintiiVwas of quiet and 
honest itabits. The Defendant, Cobhett, 
was the Author of the Political 

" Register; who, for tlife last five or six 
yea^s, had been rnsident at Botley, in 
" that county. He was long the pretesdedf 
** friend and advocate for the liberty qf the 
*• m^ect, and the privileges of‘English- 
men. At the pitbiic Meetings in thpt 
'I'he had taken a conspicuous part 
“ in declaiming against the abuse qf power, 
“ and was then addrc.ssing weekly letters to 
“ fAe people qf Hampshire, urging the neces- 
“*sity of a Reform in the state, in order to 
“ preserve the ends of freedom, and the 
'' true spirit of the English Constitution; 
" but the character which he assumed was 
“ badly suppoi^ted by Ms Cmducl in donas- 


“ tic life. * He was oppressive and severe ' 
“ around the whole circle which bis power 
“ and influence extended to, she sequel of 
« which would ill accord with his profes- 
“ sions. The other Defendants were 
“ Blacksmiths."——'These are the words, 
attributed to the counsel for the pauper 
plaint iir; these are the words published as 
pan of the speech of a man who was as¬ 
signed to plead the cause of this pauper. 
Wlio, then, can be fool enough to believe, 
that this actionfwas advised and carried on 
for the sake of the pauper? And who 
can retrain from admiring the good sense 
and firmness of the jury, who, by their 
verdict, defeated the real object of the 
scheme ? The Morning Post has inserted 
a part of Mr. Bonoucti's speech not much 
less interesting, which part the PortsmoutJ> 
paper has omitted. It is that*where he ex¬ 
presses his hofje, that the jury will make 
a distinction between the parties; that they 
will take the burthen 6f damages ofl‘ the 
other two, and lay it all upon Mr. Cobbett.. 

After this, it is hardly necessary to«.idy 
to any man of common discernment, that 
the pauper wfis a mere cat’s-paw in this 
action; that his pretended sutlerings made 
no part or particle of the real gnotive of 
the action ; and, in short, that the wbtole 
thing, from the beginning to the end, was 
a mere invention for the purpose of mis- 
repi-esenting my character, and of causing 
it to be believed, that, while I am preach¬ 
ing against/ruA/Zc oppressors, 1 am, as to all 
tho.se who are under my power, myself an 
oppressor. This was the point; this was 
the jet of the plan ; this was the purpose 
lor which a little village attorney was set 
to work to bring forward the pauper and 
his family, and to forret out evidence even 
aigongst the servants that were still living 
in my owb house. But, though this con¬ 
clusion must be cirAwn. by every man of 
common sense, still I think it may be useful. 
to relate minutely all the cireumstances of, 
this transaction, ffom which, better than 
from any general description, you. Gentle- 
men, and the public in general, 4vill be able 
to form a just opinion of the conduct of 
several parties concerned. 

A lau, about 10 or 17 years of age, 
named JES8E BURGESS, was my servant 
in husbandry, in the month of March last, 
and had been so for about two months, dr 
a little better. Some time in the latter end 
of February, I found fault with him ‘for 
, coming in to bretdfast before he hsid cleaned 
out his stable ; and, on the first of March, 

1 found fault witfh him, and tliat, too, iu^ 
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.very sharp language, for lying-in bed after 
I myse/f was up. that is to say, t^ler 5 o’clock. 
These wer* the only times that I ever 
uvcn fomd fault with him, as far its I can 

recollect.-On the 2nd of March, that 

is to say, the next morning, the boy got up 
very early and set off from his service. 

-His sister, Mary Burgess, who was 

also a servant in my house, was then sent 
by me to tell her parent.s, and the boy too, 
if she found him at home, that, if he came 
back again that day, I wouW forgive him ; 
but, that, if he did nut, nothing upon 
e^rth should induce me to forgive him. 
He did not come back. I, according to 
my word, got a warrant for him from Me. 
Smith ofSouthampton, and delivered it to 
Mr. Astlett, the constable of Botley, in 
order that he might take up the boj', 
winch he dW on the 3rd of March, and 
having brought him to Botley, the boy 
escaped, which escape ])roduced the pre¬ 
tended talse-imprtsonment of the plaintifi, 

' Wm. burgess, the brother of Je.sse, and 
wiich also gave a handle for the bringing 

of the action.-But, before we go to 

that, let us finish the story ,of Jesse, who, 
in the first instance, was to have ail the 
w'ages lie asked., and was told, that, if he 
l^diaved well, he sliould have more. He 
lived as well as I myself did ; he went to 
bed when he pleased ; he had if good fire 
to sit by; he had every thing tliatoheart 
could wish; but, 1 insisted upon his getting 
up early in the morning, having full as much 
detestation for a sluggard as I have for a 
thief Of this he had fair warning when 
he was hired. He was told, over and over 
again, that he must rise early ; that, as to 
other things, I might look over a good 
deal, but that I never would overlook his 
lying late in bed. Boys are, howi^ver, 
apt to be sleepy, and, if he had»came back, 
when his sister .went^ for him, I shpuld 
merely have told him to get himself ano- 
tliur master* his services being, in fact, 
not worth to me, tlffc half, no, nor the 
fifth part, of his food, living in the manner 
that he lived. But, there was, in the case 
of a servant running away and setting me 
at defiance, a duty which I owed to the 
community, and especially to ipy neigh¬ 
bours, occupying lands, who must have 
experienced great injury from such an ex¬ 
ample, if this boy had been suffered to get 
off with impunity. There are many per- 
sbns, who, in such a case, woSld not take 
the trouble, and especially if, as was really 
the fact here, the running away is rather a 
lucky thing; for the master j buU that is 
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jpot nfly way: I always endeavour to dis¬ 
charge my duty towards the community : 
1, in such cases, lookwipojythe ’crime not 
as committed against mcj ])ut against Uie 
public ; and 1 act accordingly. Upon 
this principle it was, that, when the boy. 
had escaped, I spared no pains or expcnce 
to recover him. fie has cost me more* 
probably, in advertisements, than he would 
have earned during the year; but, what 
of that 1 have caught him at last; he 
has been sent to prison ; and the example 
will be of general utility. What a villain¬ 
ous thing must it be in any one to do that 
which shall induce people in this rank of 
life to set contracts a# nought ^ to think 
nothing of their engagements; to make 
^ agreements with a fraudulent intention } 
to teach them aU’the tricks ^d rjuirks of 
pettifoggers ; to make th’em clever in no- 
ihing but roguery; to give that turn to 
ihcir minds, which, i« the end, must lead 
them to tlie gallows. What a villainous 
tiling it must be for any one to do this ? 

-Before the boy was taken up and sent 

to prison, there might be some ground for 
supposing that he had been ill-used; but, 
afia' that, iliere could be none, especially 
when the circumstances, under which h» 
was committed, arc known. I shall by- 
and-by speak of these circumstances, 
which form a sort of under-plot in the 
grand drama. Suffice it, at present, to say, 
that the boy was taken at Winchester, in 
the very room where the Attorney had 
his witness,, and was, after a full exami¬ 
nation, and a remarkably patient hearing 
of all he had to say, committed to prison. 
This, of itself, is a pretty good proof, that 
he was used well whiles at ray house, and 
that he had no real ground of complaint, 
and, consequently, no reasonable cause foj 
quitting my service. The editors of the 
Portsmouth paper, amongst*the ' many 
falshoods, which they have kribwingly 
stated, have this, “ that the boy was not a 
“ servant in husbandry.” If so, what pretty 
ttiagistrales must those be, who committed 
him to prison for^ijuitting my seiyicfe I 
menticfli this as one instance of the length, 
^to which these retailers offalshood will go. 
In fact, they stick at nothing. There is n« 
falshood too bold for them. They know 
vary well, that they shall be exposed, smd 
I that all good men ’i^^ll despise them ; but, 
they value not the opinions of good } 

they make sure of the^rffgC'^ of their fels'’ 
hoods and cal u mn ies, and h a v in g tho8e,they 
are perfectly dead to 'all feelings^of shame 
or of consciwice. It is the conduct of their 
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employers and prompters that wobld sui\ 
prize one, were it not the uniibnn practice 
of such p^opl^p gwe way to their envy 
and hatred, ar^ to tprn a dtatyear to the 
voice of reason.—riius, it is, I think, made 
manifest enough, that as fur as related 
to my servant, jesse, I acted as becaaie a 
master and a public-spirited man. The 
mother of the Itoy came, a few days before 
his running'away, and got his wages up to 
the 1st of March or thereabouts. It was, 
therefore, clear, that the intention was to 
get the boy away for the spring and summer, 
after having placed him in good keep 
daring that part of the year when there 
was littlejo do. This is a very common 
trick through the country ; my neigh¬ 
bours, the fanners, ar(*plagued half out of 
their lives n^ilh these desertions, which 
always take place just as the sun begins 
to shine on both sides of the hedge; that 
is to say, when those who have been 
warmed and fed all the vvinlei'? are called 
upon to make some remuneration by their 
labour. Nothing is so common as the 
sending of people to prison for this offence: 
Sir Wm. lieathcote, I was told, sent a boy 
to prison for the same oHi nce, only a day 
or two before I was at Winchester; but. 
Sir Wni. lieathcote was not a person ca¬ 
pable of attracting attention ; be was not 
a person, whom peculators and liircling 
writers found it their interest to misre¬ 
present; he was not a person to excite 
the envy and the hatred of so many 
wretches, versed in the arts of cowardly^ 
Qalumny ; in short, he had not for his 
enemy' every public-robber, every low, 
dirty, hungry, pettii'ogging fellow in the 
whole county. • 

We must now return to the time when 
tJie boy, Jesse, was first taken up, and when 
the escape, which led to the action, took 

place. - Mr. Astlett, the constable of 

jjotley, took him, at his father’s house, 
about six miles from Botley, in the night 
of the 3rd of March, and brought him to 
Botley, lo a puhlic-house called the Dol¬ 
phin, whither, by the indulgence of the 
constable, he wi\s accompanied .by his 
mother wad his elder brother, Wm, Biuigess,^ 

the pauper plaintifb-In the morning 

Mr. Astlett, wlio is a blacksmith, liad oc¬ 
casion to go to his ow'n .house, and, while 
away, he left his prisoner in the hands of 
thenything man, whose name is Duhbek. 
W'hile the boy wa%in the custody of Dub- 
ber, this latter says, that the mother came 
with a pretended mfessage from me, desir¬ 
ing that (Ik boy might bepeifnitted to come to 


my house; t^iat thereupoh he let the liAy*' 
go, and that'the niother and the two sons 

went olflbgether.-^Be thi* as it may, 

whcthor«Dubber was thus deceived, or whe¬ 
ther he, in conjunction with people at the 
public-house, connived at the boy’s es¬ 
cape (the latter being by far the most 
probable) the boy did escape; he ran ' 
away somewhere, and the mother arid her 
eider son, the pauper plaintiif, made the 
best of their way towards their home. 

-Mr. Astlett, the constable, finding 

what had taken place, set out, ordering 
Dubber to go w'ith him, in pursuit of them. 
The boy was not to be found ; but, they 
took up the brother and the old woman, for 
having aided in the escape, and these they 

brought to Botley.-Now, mind, a:ll this 

had taken place before I had heard even 
the escape of the boy. When tlTis had been 
done, Mr. Astlett tame to ask me what he 
should do with these-people; and, my 
answer was this : “ I h^vc nothing to do 
“ with the matter, Astlett," nor do I kne^ 

“ whether you have done right or wron^ 
hut, as you have taken them into cus- 
“ tody, I tliinjf your best way is to take 
“ them before Mr. Smith (at Southampton) 

“ who issued the warrant for taj^ing the 
“ boy up.” After this, at the request of 1VR-. 
Astlett, 1 determined on going to South¬ 
ampton rffyself; and, having some other 
business to do with the Justice’s Clerk, I 
told Mr. Astlett that I would meet him at 
the ofliee, and get him the best advice I could, 
ail along telling him to recollect, that the 
atlair was none of mine ; that it was his 
aflair ; that it was to him that 1 had to look 
for my servant; and that, if the servant was 
not brought back, 1 was resolved to punish 

those who had let him eseajA;.-'I’hus far, 

they, as to the talcing of the [tlaintiff, I had 

no hand,nof*had I -Any /cnowlcdge. -When 

1 w^s setting off to Sqptharijpton, M r. Astlett 
and Dubber were preparing to put the old 
woman and the piaintifl'into a»cart to take . 
them thither ; and Tstopped opposite the 
place where they were, to remind Mi\ 
Astlett again, that the affair was no aflair 
of mine; that he might take them to 
Southampton or not, just as he pleased; 
tfbt, that, if he did take them there, I would 

get him the best advice I could.-1 then 

proceeded on to the office of the magis¬ 
trate’s clerk, whither I was soon followed 
by Mr. Astlett and his prisoners.. Having 
waited somS time for the clerk’s return 
Ijonie, I went myself to the magistrate, 
and gave him a full account of what had 
passed. He said, that, undec all the clr- 
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'cumstances, the best way, Ije thought, 
would be lijr the constable to let the peo¬ 
ple go, getting them to ])roniise |o bring 
the boy as soon as possible. According¬ 
ly, when I went back to the clerk's office, 

1 told Mr. Astlett this, and, as it was Sa¬ 
turday, we got them to promise to bring 
the boy on the next Monday. They 
were then suffered to depart, at about 
live o’clock in the evening, having, at the' 
utmost, been in duress foraiiot more than 
nine hours, having suffered no assault, and 
having sustained no other injury than the 
loss*of a day’s work, which they would 
have lost, w hether they had been forcibly 
detained,.or not; seeing that they had 
come from home, of their own accord, 
and were, by their own free will, at Bot- 
iey at eight tir nine o’clock of the same day. 
Their intention was, too, to go to South¬ 
ampton along witli the boy ; so that, if 
all had w'cmt on according to their own 
voluntary intentions, they w'onld have had 
tT.\.L'a{k the six miles and a half that Mr. 
Astlett carried them in hi.s taxed cart, and 
would, of course, have suffered more than 

they actually did suffer.-^ITcre, then, is, 

the mighty “ injury"! Here is that “ act 
" ®f oppifssion," which has been blazoned 
through the country ! And here is that, 
which, had we not had a jury olisensible 
and honest men, would have extoryjd a 
good round sum of money. 

From this statement, it must be evident 
to you, Cientlcmen, and to every one who 
shall read this letter, that I had no hand 
either in the imprisonment, or the deten¬ 
tion, of the pauper plaintiff’or his mother. 
Not that I think, that the constable did 
wrong ; for, though it might not be e.x- 
.actly k^al, it was quite reasonable, that he 
should take before the vnagisU'ate th8se 
whp, whether by. stratagem or force, bad 
rescued his prisoner. But, though I still 
■ thirjk that the constable did right, I had 
' nothin" at all io do with^he matter, t\ny more 
than Mr. Borough or old George Ko.se him¬ 
self.—But now, as to the retd source of this 
action. In about a fortnight after the 
escape of the boy aiul the taking up of his 
brother and mother, Mr. Astlett antj Dub-* 
her went again in search of the boy, 
whom they found at his father’s house. 
What took place in the house it is not ne¬ 
cessary to state here. Things took this turn, 
that Mr, Astlett came to Botloy for a,ssis- 
tance, while Dubber was left in the gar¬ 
den to see that the boy did not escape.* 
— -Now, observe, the new characters that 
•ome upon the scene.-One Stdne, 
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tvho was bailiff to Mu. Goodlad (whose 
house stands at a Uttic (!• statu;e), and 
which Stone w as also t^kny-mun of the 
place, caine to Dubber, and told him, as 
Dubber says, to go flicoy, for that he had no 
business tbere.—IMr. Good lad, who lives 
in the parish of Droxfoid, and who is a 
justice of the jxace^ was the master oi 
Burgess, the paupe^ plaintiff',-and the oc¬ 
casional employer of others of the family. 
I knew him pretty well, and he had air 
ways seemed to me to be a very harmless 
man. He was, as I am told, a salt-dealer 
in India, and, at his return, like most other 
persofts who have made fortunes in that 
country, he built a big white house upon 
•a hill; and the spot being in the ty thing of 
Hill, he called hi# residence Hill Place .—. 
Poor Pauli, told me, th*t, in ludia, he 
went by the name of honest Dick Good- 
“ lad;” and, I am rftudy to confess that 
Ills general conduct in our neighbourhood, 
has well corresponded with this appella¬ 
tion. He has laboured with great judg¬ 
ment and effect in bettering the lot of the 
poor in his parish, and, at the same time, 
greatly reducing the poor-rates; but, lie 
knows very well, that, even in this way, I 
have (lone a great deal more than he has; he 
knows very well, that no labourer ol' mine 
could have sxeorn himself a PAUPER. 
However, he has done a great deal, and, 
I believe from very good motives. So 
well sati.sfied have 1 been of this, that I, 
about a year ago, joined with the farmers 
of the parish in a suliscription for the pur¬ 
pose of purchasing him a piece of plate, 
by way of acknowledgment for the pains 
he had taken in arrangyig and conducting 
the affairs of the parish, particularly re¬ 
lating to the poor.-Such being the 

man, and such my opinion of him, I was 
very much surprised when tlniconstabls 
told me, that the Burgesses boasted of 
having the support of Mr.Goodlad. 1 ac¬ 
cordingly wrote to him by the constable, 
stating to him the whole of the Circum¬ 
stances, cautioning him against being <le- 
ccived iiy the sttfries of the Buiges.ses, 
and expressing a hope, that he, as a magis- 
tTatc, who must naturally desire to see the 
law duly executed, would give the con¬ 
stable countenance and support. To my 
utter astonishment,’iJie answer I received 
was, as nearly as 1 can recollect, this 
that the whole of the fault of resistance lay 
with the constable of Botky, whose ignokance 
qf his'duty had induced him to execute a war¬ 
rant OUT OF HIS OWN hundred; and, not 
a single word about^iving the coi^tabJe 
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countenance and support! The answer 
further iAfon^ed me, however, that the 
old woman ^it| ligr son VViWiam, the j 
pauper plaintiftl'iiad been at the Bench at 
Droxford, where they had been told, that, 
if their story was true, thejf might bring on 

action for falieimprisonnKnt, -It was from 

this letter that arose tfie cross questions, 
put to Abe ■ old worniwi in court, where it 
appeared that the magistratesat this Bench, 
sitting in their capacity as magistrates, 
not only told the old ^voman and her 
pauper son, that they had ground of ac¬ 
tion, but advised them to go to the Attorney 
(Gunner) for the purpose of commencing 
the action. They did not send to me, I 
their neighbour ; they did not send to"^ 
Mr. Astlett, one of their peace-oflicers, 
and whose “ ignorance” entitled him, in a 
peculiar manner, to their advice ; they 
did not do any thiivg of this sort, in order 
to come at the real facts of tlit case ; but, 
without a moment’s delay, counselled an 
action for false imprisonment, and sent oil" 
the people to an Attorney ; and, the old 
woman, upon being asked, whether this 
bench of magistrates gave her advice to take 
her run-away Son back to his vuistcr's sen-ice, 
answered, that they did not. -The per¬ 

sons generally composing this bench are 
the Rev. Mr. Poulter, the Rev. Mr. 
Baynes, a brother of general Clavering, and 
Mr. Goodlad. From tlie old woman’s 
evidence, it appeared, that, upon the oc¬ 
casion now spoken of^ there were actually 
present, besides Mr. Goodlad, only Mr. 
Baynes and a Mr. Henry Minchin, the 
former of whom has the merit of 'having, 
from very low lifer (his father having kept 
an alehouse at Bishop’s Waltham) got uj) 
to tlie possession of a pretty good living; 
after having, I believe, bad the honour of 
being tcatJier to a son of the bishop of 
the diocese, who, it will be remembered, 
is a^brother in-law of Poulter. Of Mr. 
Henry Minchin, the public shall hear 
some curious particulars another time. At 
any rsjte, w c are all about upon a footing in 
respect to birtlii The pedigree.,‘x>f none 
of us need occasion much trouble at the 
Herald’s oOice ; so that, there was no¬ 
thing, in point of etiquette, io prevent 
these magistrates from, writing to ma, or 
even to the constable, and inquiring into 
the truth of the mailer ; for, as to family 
(of which so mu(;h has been said of late) 
I rather think, that, if the matter were 
strictly enquired irttd, of the whole of the 
parties'concerned, the constable would be 
lbuodso.t the top of the tree. 


I Here, ‘then, we have the Origin of the 
action. us now see a littje of its jrro- 
^less.—c —The Attorn^ was soon in mo¬ 
tion. Boticy, Droxford, Hill-Ponnd, South¬ 
ampton, and the borders of the Forest, 
heard the sound of his horse’s I’eet, and 
were struck with the eager countenance 
of the rider. He went to Mr. ykstlett to 
Igavn whether / had not a hand in the matter, 
and Mr. Astlett uniformly assured him, 
that I had nothing at all to do -with either the 
imprisonment or the detention. Since the 
Trial, Mr. Astlett has made, before a.ipa- 
gistrate at Southampton, an Aflidavit, of 
which the following is a copy ; 

CocNTT OF "1 William Astlett of the 
Soin nAMFTON. J parish of Botley, in the 
said county, constable of tljp said parisir 
of Botley, personally appeared before 
iue, Rieliard Vernon Sadlier, Esq. one 
of his Majesty’s Justices of the l^^ace 
for the said county of Southampton, and 
made Oath,—That, of the arrestyaf 
William Burgess, plaintiff in an action 
tried at WintEester, on the 2()tli instant, 
Wm. Cobbett, Esq. was, as far as this 
deponent firmly believes, totally igno¬ 
rant, until after the said arrest had taken 
place ;—that this deponent never spo/rc 
to, or.sflu:, IMr. Cobbett [after the es- 
cajje of the boy .lesse Burgess], until 
uliout three hours after the arreH had taken 

place; -that neitlicr at that, or any 

future, time, did Mr. Cobbclt aid, by- 
advice or otherwise, in the imprisonment 
or detention of the said William Burgess or 

his mother ; -that Mr. Cobbett, from 

first to last, said he did not understand 
the law in this respect, that he would 
have.nothing to do with the matter, and 
^hat he, (this deponent) tnigla keep the 
people, or let them go, just as he pleased; 

-And that, '^before the action was 

brought, he (this deponent) declared all 
this to Mr. Gmiieii, the plainliff’s Attorney. 

(Signed) M’iluam Astlett. 

Su'iirn at the Town anil Counli/ ) 
vj Siaithamplun, this 2 j/A duy > R. V,’ Sauliea, 
of July, 180J. Jiejore me y 

' Here, then, Gentlemen, yon plainly see 
the reason for making the constable and 
the tythingman parties along with me. 
By so doing the schemers deprived rne of 
the possibility qf producing evidence to prove 
that I had^lbth^ng to do witli the matter. 

,-As to the conduct of thei ,Altofrney, 

that did not at all sumrize me, and would 
surprize nobody. 'Pne mait was labour¬ 
ing )n his vocation. He was earning his 
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living. It was his calling, that be was at 
work in ; at^ there are difiereiit sorts of 
work for attorneys as well as for men of 
other callings. But, what shall we say to 
Mr. Borough, who talked of the necessity 
of making an example of me;, who declared 
me to be the instigator to the arrest ; who 
mixed up politics witli his law ; and who, 
with all the affectation ff sincerity, called 
upon me, “ challenged’' me, to produce a 
witjtess to contradict wha^ his witnesses 
would swear ! And all this, when he zoell 
knew, that the only persotis who could p^s- 
sildy'disprove what the family of Burgess 
would swear, were made parties ulmg wUh 
me, and, by that means, were cut off from 
being witnesses; when he well knew, 
when he must have known, that this was 

the scheme*from the beginning!-He 

said, that I w'as the great aggressor, and 
that all, or most part, of the damages, 
might to fall upon,me. Well, then, why 
was the action brought agajrist Mr. Ast- 
let^. and Dubber r Why not have at¬ 
tacked me alone? Why harrass and put 
to expence two men, whom I, as was al- 
ledged, had persuaded, if ftot forced, to 
act illegally ? Why not leave them out, 
an4 have^teir cvidmce, which would have 
been so much more satisfactory against 
me, than tliat of the old woman*and her 
daughter ? If the object was to pr<jfliKe 
truth and general conviction as to my opprci- 
sive disposition, why stick me into a record 
along with a constable and a tything man ? 
Why not, again I say, leave these two 
men to give evidence against me, the truth 

which evidence nobody could have dmJbied ? 

-It is useless to pursue these questions. 

Mr. Astlett’s Affidavit is an an.swer to them 
all; and, I need not say another word, to 
enable any man of common un^erstandfng 
to affix to the whole of this transaction, 
and to the several paroles concermd itf it, 
the. character they deserve, and which 

character, I trust, they will bear_I 

will just add, that Mr. Astlett, who is a 
Blacksmith, is a man of considerable pro¬ 
perty ; that he is not at all under my in¬ 
fluence, but, on the contrary, has been 
supposed to be rather at variant;^ with 
me, 1 having, better than a year ago, 
ceased to employ him, which, before that 
time, 1 used to do. 

My enemies, which, Gentlenoen, are 
your enemies, and the worst enomies of oar 
country: I do not mean any poor, pal¬ 
try things in the comitry; btrt our euemie^ 
*oho have power over ^ press in London; 
th«M eaeiai^^ iik« all men who m* «aore 
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nhder the influence of vindictive passions 
than of reason, have, in this^ a%in many 
other instances, contri'butod towards my 
elevation iA their eisdhavwdl's to pull m* 
down.——In the first place, by the very 
noise, that they have made about this ac¬ 
tion, without any thing else, they confess 
their fear of me, and proclaim their high 
opinion of my consequence in the country. 
There is no man, who reads what they 
have caused to be published, who must 
not, from the bare magnitude of the pub¬ 
lication, when compared with the result, 
conceive a high notion of the person at¬ 
tacked*. lie must without any reasoning 
at all, imbibe a high opinion of my con- 

aequence in the country.-Mr. Borough 

called me plain “ Cobbett,” and the Judge, 
in summing up, ob-served upon what Mr. 
Jekyll had said about my being a "public 
" character,” that he did not see any rea¬ 
son for giviqg that appellation to "a man 
“ who wrdCe in a news-paper.” M'ith all 
my heart. I do not want to be, or to be 
thought, a "public character;” but, the 
vexation of it is, my enemies, and the ene¬ 
mies of niy country, will make me one; 
they will insist upon my being a public 
character; 1 must be so, in spite of all my 
efforts to bury myself in woods and in iields. 

“ A man who writes in a news-pujier” is an 
appellation that will do very well for me; 
blit, they will not let me be quiet with it; 
they will sutler no act of mine, no office 
of life performed by me, to pass with that 
degree of notice which is bestowed upon 
the acts and offices of common men. if, 
for instance, Mr. Poulter or Mr. Sturgei 
(who is arioiher very near neighbour of the 
liurgesses) had happened to have been 
defendant, the other day, in my place, 
there would not have been twenty people 
present to hear the trial ; and, if any no¬ 
tice at all of it had been taken in the 
news-papers, that jwtice would have been 
squeezed into three lines. They wish to 
sink me into oblivion ; and, they have so 
ably managed the matter as to make even 
the soHi*d of my na*ie sufficient to iSill to¬ 
gether a multitude of pcOple, in any pari 
df the kingdopi. When tl»e run-iway 
boy was retaken at Winchester, and I wetrt 
before the magistrate to give an infbrma* 
tion against him, th« room was instantly 
filled with black coats and white heads; 
It was quite charming to see, that ffkt 
poor had so many fi-ieiwfs ammigst the fat 
fellows aissemWed. !• think tlwre were 
four, who grafpitously pleaded for the boy ; 
while '•poor boy issued feew tlM t^^oethe 
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of fifty people at once, who live in lazi¬ 
ness upon tljp labour of the poor. 

If it were not useless to l)e angi’v, one 
might, and I tl(V thfnk, without any sin at 
all, wish for the power of exterminating 
this race of hypocrites, who, so far from 
believing me to be an o|>j)rcssor of the 
poor, count,amongst their reasons for hating 
me, that, as far as niy personal influence 
extends, I have made* llie labouring people 
comparatively independent. Jt is a shame, 
for me, at such a time as this, when the 
most interesting political subjects present 
them.selves for discussion : it is a siiame 
for rne, at such a timeg to fill mv' pages 
with my own domestic concerns; but, as 
in the ca.se of ilie Cotrrt-Marf iai, it is really 
rendered necessary forAhe sake of the pub¬ 
lic cause. I am inl'orinod, that,so early us 
Friday last, the very flay aftei' the trial, 
the walls in Loiiiion were covered over tvil h 
large hills about *thc *'Ol’J'RESblOJV.S 
Oh COBIfETJ';” and '• COIVIULTT, Till' 
OPPRESSOR OE THE I'OOU,’' iic. &c. 
These [tostiiig liillsciat, perhaps,_/'fy;)W(«(/.s 
a dap! And, by the lime tli,it tiiis thing 
is done with, it will, 1 dare say, cause an 
expenditure 'ol], at the very least, ten 
tluiusandpou/uk. This is doing pretty well 
for the purpose of circulating tho know¬ 
ledge of an action, in which 1 am brought 
in for damages to the amount of 3f. 6s. 

; nor is it ami.ss to bear in mind, that 
these pulilication.s, these w'onderful exer¬ 
tions of philanthrophy, are nmking Ity 
those verj' persons, who, from first to last, 
defended the conduct, all and every part 

of the conduct, of tlte Jailor Ai'is! - 

For these reasons, for the sake of the pub¬ 
lic cause, which is flius sought to be injured 
through me, 1 think 1 shall be excu.sed for 
stating some facts, which will, much better 
than any^tnevai dc.scription, enable those 
W'ho do not know me to judge of niy cha- 

ractfer as a master or employer. -—In tlie 

Jirst place, I have made it a rule, that 1 
W'ill hw'e the labour of no man, who re¬ 
ceives parish reiirf. I gi ve him, out of ffty 
Oil'll pfkket, Jet his fanlby be vvhafeit may, 
enough to keep fbem well, without any re¬ 
gard to vvhatwages othi r people give; foflr 
1 will ernpiey no paup r. i pay poor- 
r.ates, partvjf witich go to the maintenance 
of other people’s labourers; but, any 
tiling in the shape of parish relief; any 
thing to obtain which a man is to humble 
himself iiitq a pituper, 1 never suffer a la¬ 
bourer of mine to seceive.-In the next 

piace, T give my nien co^^ant pay, all 
seaiiojjs and all weathers. My laRourers 


have nonf of those anxieties about thZ 
w eather that labourer.s in general have; 
and, though I have no rule about sickness, 
I liave never yet had, amongst my constant 
laliourers, a sick man, whom I did not pay 

all the same as if he were Wtell.-1 have 

now lour men whom I employ constantly, 
one has been with me ever since I fn^st 
came to reside at Botley; one about two 
years and a half; and the other two 
about a year ,and a half; and to only 
two of these men, and that upon only 
one occasion, did 1 ever give an angry 
word. These men have always been'fiy 
thetveek, so that, once in every seven days, 
they have bad an opportmiity of quitting 

me, if they cho.se.-1 wish the liiingry- 

looking philanthropists, who exclaimed, 
'‘poor boy!” over my run.^ivvay carter, 
could see my labourers. 1 wish still more 
that we had an opporhinity of comparing 
them with tlicir haltislarvcd wretches, 
wlio, from slieer poverty of blood, are 
eaten up with disease. I wish ail Englijnd 
could sec my labourers and compare thorn 
with those who have batched against me 
this charge 'of oppression. Has Mr. 
Borough labourers? If he ha.s, I here oiler 
lo bet him tho amount of tlie d{hnages,/ic 
laid against the amount of the damages he 
got, that^iny three of my labourers receive 
as njuch from me as any fve of his la¬ 
bourers receive from him. Come, Mr. 
(ioodlad. I’ll ofl’er you a bet; and that i.s, 
that I pay one fourth more, all the year round, 
to a labourer w ho has only one arm, than 
yon pay to your labourer, William Bur¬ 
gess, the pauper plaintilli Eo labourer of 
mine has, indeed, the advantage of being 
alile to stuear himself a pauper; no man who 
labours for me, no man whose sw'eat drops 
ujAsn my hind, however large his family, 
stands in need of any thing but what I 
give himi in the shSpe, riot of alms, but of 
pay; but W’illiam Burgess, a labourer of 
this Mr. Goodlad, pne of those who ad- 
vi.sed the action, could, with only one chil^, 
and he an able young man, swear himself a 

pauper! -Ido not pretend, "that it is 

from a regard for my labourers that 1 give 
.such g/ eat wages ; for, I am convinced, 
that it is my interest to do it One of my 
labourers is worth two or three half-fa¬ 
mished creatures. But, my great motive 
is, the lessening of the number of paupers; 
the settingvan example in this way, that 
may lend to raise part, at lea.st, of. the 
iabourinw people from that state of slavery, 
commohly called pauperism. No man that 
is imhealtb, that has the use 'bf his limbs. 
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5hd is, in ail respects, able to lab<iur, ought 
to be reduced to the necessity ot lagging; 
and what is it*hut begging, to go weekly 
for parish relief? This is the most Shock¬ 
ing thing that ever existed in any country 
upon the face of the earili. That one half, 
or more, of tlie lahounrs of a country 
'should be paupers, is really something too 
disgraceful to think of. I have always 
tliought this, and now that 1 have it in 
ray power to put my principles in prac¬ 
tice, 1 dp it as far as 1 possibly can. A 
constant state of pauperism would debase 
the bl'st nature that man ever possessed. 
A labourer in this state is always studying 
deceit; he, is afraid of nothing so much 
as of appearing prosperous, healthy, or 
happy ; he contracts a (daiiUive language 
and manner the worst side lie always 
puts.outwards ; his children are studiously 
clad in rags and covered with tilth ; his 
wife is always " popriyand, in short, 
a few years robs him of every particle of 
spirit r.nd sincerity. He, like slaves every 
where else (for to have nothin;:^ is to be a 
slave), has no regard for country, or for 
any thing attached to country ; and all 
his hopes and all his wishes centre in the 
(pnyitity t>t»food to be extracted from the 
overseer. Is it not shocking to reflect 
upon the natural, the inevitable,^eonsc- 
(juences of rearing families in this way ? 
1 never should have a iiiomcnt’s peac^, if 
a labourer of mine was liras rearing up a 
brood of hypocrites. A family, thus 
reared, not only is likely to be, but is 
sure to be, a nest of thieves and im¬ 
postors. Mor is tlie " comforting system” 
much better ; the cow-system, the child- 
bed-linen system, the church-going sys¬ 
tem, and the industry system, all which, 
like the schools of Mrs. Hannah More, dl> 
more harm than good. In fact, all the 
largesses that well-tneanfng people bestow, 
in any of these ways, are so many pre¬ 
mium's for hypxrisp, wjiich, amongst the 
poor in particular, is the worst of all vices, 
A good labourer may be in distress. Give 
him something, then, at once, and say no 
more about it. ' Let him do with it what 
he pleases. Make no bargains with him 
about his morality ; for, if you do/you 
make him a hypocrite. It is quite de¬ 
lightful to see this village of Botley, when 
compared to most others that I know. 
• They seem here to be quite a different 
race of people. They are what some peo¬ 
ple call saucy, but, they are not hypo¬ 
crites. They are, in short, what English- 
mea ought ta be; they ^ow their Jhu- 


m*urs when they like; they gire their 
labour for pour money, and thinkjthere is 
no obligation on either ^de. Beautiful as 
is this part cf the countiy, »nd this village 
in particular, there is nothing in either 
that pleases me like the spirit of the peo¬ 
ple, who are a race of men quite dilierent 
from those, who, in the school of pauperism, 
have learnt ail the arts of cringing and 

dissimulation.-The way, in which we 

have proceeded here, is really worth being 
made public, and may, w'ith a little indi¬ 
vidual exertion, be turned to great and 
general utility. As an instance : we had 
two fanjilies, one of which contained nim 
children anil the other seven, the* whole 
of whom, drawn up in rank-intire, and 
set off to the best ^advantage, that is to 
say, half fmng over with /ags, the rest 
of the body being naked, were arrayed 
against us before a bench of magistrates. 
\Ve were satisfied, thaf, owing to par¬ 
ticular circumstances, they had quite a 
sufficient income; but, as we could not 
prove it upon oatli, the magistrates were 
about to order them relief, when I offered 
to pap them weekly all that they said they 
earned, and, besides that, as much as they 
received from the parish, rather than suffer 
them U) continue paupers. They declined 
my offer, got no relief, and have not only 
done without relief since, but have gradu¬ 
ally assumed a more decent and prosper¬ 
ous appearance ; and, for this very obvious 
reason, that they have no longer an inter¬ 
est ill being thought miserable. Here were, 
at once, sixteen children raised from a slate 
of pauperism ; thatiis to say, from all .sorts 
of vice, but particularly of that worst of 
all vices, hj’pocrisy.——5 have mentioned 
fliis, in the hope that some few persons, at 
least, who have the power, will try the ex¬ 
periment ; will endeavour to lessen this ter¬ 
rible evil of pauperism. The fadl is, that, 
as matters now stand, the paupers are part¬ 
ners in no inconsiderable part of the pro¬ 
perty of every farmer ; and, Geml«ineii, 
1 beg you to observe, that this part of your 
property^is not left»toyowrs£/ws to di-stri- 
bute, but is taken out of yeur hands at the 
^wili of the next bench of magistrates, a 
great part of wliose sway consists in the 
disposing of that part of your property 
calldd Poor-rates ; arid thus, this disgrace¬ 
ful evil of pauperism, «oes, in some degre^, 
produce yoar subjection also, of which it is 
impossible to get rid by fmy other means 
than these, of which Ih§ve been speaking. 
The power to .dispose of this money is fre¬ 
quently, and,*mdcetk almost adwajs, in 
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this county, in the hands of those, 
pay litiU, or^ part of it. This is, of itself, 
a very galling consideration ; but, as I 
said before, there'is, at preront, no way 
of getting rid of^ or lessening, the evil, 
without reducing, by some means or other, 
the number of paupers. 

To return again, lor a few minutes, to 
the subject of my treatment of labouring 
people, I do not knoV any thing more de¬ 
cisive that I can say than this ; I do not 
like to throw out a genera/challenge, but I 
will select a few remarkable gentlemen in 
the county ; and first Uiere are the two 
County Members, Messrs. Chute and Heath- 
aote ; then there is the Hig/t Sheriff ; then 
there is Mr. Borott^h, the Chairman of the 
Quarter Sessions ; and, lastly, there is Old 
George Row. < Now, if rny labourers do 
not, upon an average, receive from me 
constantly, above one fourth part more 
pay, than the kibourers of, these gentle¬ 
men, or any of them, refceive from them, 
I will then be content to pass for a grinder 

of the poor.-Of all the charges that 

could have been invented, that of being a 
hard muster, or enjployer, is the one that 
suits tne least. All those who know me, 
know that I never higgle as to prices in 
any case whatever j that I never attempt 
to beat any body dowm ; never attempt 
to cheapen any thing; never waste any 
of the precious moments of life in this sort 
of lying and cheating.. If the public would 
know what 1 am in this respect, let them 
look at those who have been long em¬ 
ployed under me. Let them look at Mr. 
Bagshaw and Mr. Bnuo, both ‘ of whom 
have been constantly employetl by me, 
in one way or another, ever since my re¬ 
turn to England. A young man, who was 
my shop-man, in America, and whom I 
took from being ajourneymaii book-binder, 
now has the business which I had at New 
York. This prosperity is not too much ; 
it is not more than they have all merited ; 
but, it has been invariably the case vvitb 
those employed by me, that, if tober and 
inAalrious, they have Rapidlyin life, 
I myself being to them an exaniple of so¬ 
briety and industry. Accordingly, I have 
been, and I‘am, better served than any 
body ehe. Those who have been jong 
employed by me, upt only like my‘em¬ 
ployment, but they like me personally 
better than they like "any other man in the 
world, and this* not from any wheedling 
w coaxing they get fr<Hn me j not firem 
any cant about numanity j, not on account 
rfMtyjxriw a cr wffl f Viit Ml account of tbal 


frankness^and sincerity which they always 
experience from me, that freedom in con¬ 
versation, that unrestrained familiarity, 
and that absence of every thing like super¬ 
ciliousness or austerity, which havealw'ays 
maiked my character, and, in all which, 
to the surprize of most observers, I indulge, 
with my children as^well as with all others 
under me,without at all lessening the weight 
of niy authority. That reserve, that distant 
behaviour, and all those arts, which are so 
often resorted to for the purpose of keep¬ 
ing up a consequence in the eye* of infe¬ 
riors, 1 despise. I would sooner earn' my 
bread with a mattock or a syiade, than 
make use of such arts. In short, 1 do not 
believe, that, in the whole world, there is 
one man more completely happy in family 
and in those under his authority than 1 
am ; and, I do not believe, that there- are 
many who deserve H more. In my house 
we know of no such thing as blue-devils 
(which, by-the-bye, are much worse than 
black devils); we know of no lownes.s ofc 
spirits; we are always sober, always in¬ 
dustrious, always up early in the morning ; 
and, like life Quakers, w^e are never gay, 
and, therefore, we are alvL-ays chearful.’Ow 
taste is to lay out, what we are*wble fo,lay 
out, upon vJitful labour; upon that the ef¬ 
fects ofewhich will, in one way or another, 
be ^seen and^ felt when we shall be no 
more. This is our taste, and not to ex¬ 
haust our substnnee, and entail a life of 
dependence upon our children, by vain 
and empty attempts at show. We have 
too ju.st notions of what constitutes happi¬ 
ness, as well as of what is our duty towards 
our children, to waste, in vain parade, that 
which may make those children as inde¬ 
pendent in conduct as we are. Our maxim 
i4, that wpR have no right to live in a stile 
higher than that in which we have a fair 
chance of euablibg rack of our children to 
live; that it would be criminal in us to^ 
bring our femily,. up in a way, which 
would induce them to expect a life h’lgber 
than the one that tee can sectere to them, and 
which might lead them to become depen¬ 
dents upon the government, that is to say, 
a sort qf paupers, and tempt them to 
do all manner of base and infamous acts. 
We see too many of those miserable crea¬ 
tures, who, with all the outward show of 
easel and gaiety, lead a life of continual 
care and awoe; we see too much of .this ■ 
splendid l>eggary; we see too^ many of 
these higher sort of paupers, to think of 
imitating them ; tmd, indeed>, it is because 
weriire happy and indepeitieMx beoauM 
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we care for none of thorn, because we des- One word, Gentlemen, by way of con- 
pise them, becfiuse wc are a living satire elusion, relative to the, conduct •of tb« 
upon their baseness, that they hate u^, and Judge and thewJtny. Some persons thought, 
would gladly see us exterminated. They that the Judge’s summing*uR was hostile . 
put me in mind of Milton’s Devil, in the totvards me. I must confess, that I did not 
garden of Eden, looking round the bush think so. It wa.s next to impossible that 
and gnashing his fangs, at Adam and Eve. he should have anj 4 notion of the case 
Now, Gentlemen, it is really a shame, as it must notw appear to you and to the 
at a time like this, to fill a public paper public. There was a buz of calumny 
(which ought to be devoted exclusively to and falsehood against me, running through 
political topics) with matter like this; the city of Winche.ster. Little or much 
but, what am I todoI have carefully exa- of this would naturally reach the ears of 
mined the news-papers, commonly called the Judge, and those ears he could not 
ministerial, and, 1 find, that, for more than shut. But, independent of this, the evi~ 
two months past, more space has been oc- dence vvaS such, that, unless the Judge had 
copied with’ME, than with the Emperor known the parlies, and the whole nistory 
Napoleon, the Archduke Charles, and Sir ol^the thing, 1 do not see how he waste 
Arthur Wellesley, all put together ; and, draw any other conelusion than what he 
I could almcJSt venture to assert, that, did. In short, I saw in thc»judge’s coii- 
duriilg that time, there have been, in duct nothing that appeared to me at all 
various ways, not less than from twenty to unfair j and, I hope, tljat, in a .similar 
thirty thousandpoundsee^pendesti upon pub- case, I shouhV have acted just as he did. 
licationsagainst me The Trial, relating to ——The .iary, not one of whom did I 
this pauper, was, as 1 before observed, in- know, and not one of whom lives, I think, 
serted in tliose papers to the exclusion of within ten or twelve miles of Botley, 
the account of that b.attle, which, in all would, however, naturally be better ac- 
pvobability, has decided the fate ofconti- quaiiited with the real nature of the case 
nental Eurcyac. In short, when compared than the judge. They were, for the most 
to the defeating of me, the defeating of part, farmers; and, as a great talk had 
Buonaparte appears to be considered as a been excited by the falsehoods which my 
mere tritle. His fearful, his terrific sue- enemies were circulating, these farm- 
cess, really seems to have, been overlooked ers would naturally make inquiries amongst 
during the tide of joy excited by the da- the fanners from my neighbourhood, and 
mages of £‘3. 6s. Sd. obtained against me would, thereby, get at .something nearer 
at Winchester; 'and, all that appears to the truth. They would perceive, too, 
have been w'anting, was, the firing of the that which the .fudge could not be ex- 
I*ark and Tower guns, when the nows of pected to perceive, relative to the conduct 
this famous achievement was received, of the bench at Droxford. The moment 
This being the ca.se, I am compelled, in we got the Old Woman to confess, that 
spite of my natural inclination, to consider a bench of ?nagistratesi before whom she 
myself as a person of great consequem^* went, did not recommend her to induce 
not only in this county, but thivmgh the her run-away son to return to his master’.s 
kingdom ; I am pompglled to consider service, hut advised her to bring gp action ^ 
whatever relates to my conduct Or ray cha- t^ainsi that master and the two peace-qficers, 
Factor as being of great public importance, who alone could be witnesses for him; the 
and as being deeply •interesting to all moment w'e got the Old Woman to con- 
descriptions of persons. “Greatness is fess this, the jury must have .seen t5 the 
thrusted gpon me;” and,,as if it were bottom of the matter. Still, however, 
impossible to do the thing sufficieptly in there w'as the evidetce, which, owiiig to 
London, recourse has been had to the as- the circumsunees before mentioned, we 
sistance of my neighbours in the co»ntry. 'could not overset: and therefore, it was 
I, therefore, have np need of any apology impossible not to give the verOict against 
for this long address upon matters relating os ; Jjut, the jury took care, at the same 
almost wholly to myself; for, the fact no^ time, to diCt justly, and»they thereby most 
torlously is, that, notvyithstanding the grea^ cruelly disappointed those expectations, 
'events that are passing upon thefcontinent which many had evidently formed. Had 
of Europe, there is, in England, no subject ,the judge and jury seen the case in its 
. whatever, which excites »so much puhUo *tn»e light, had the tbrm?of law permitted 
interest as the^ character and conduct of me tp produca •the evidence that I could 
William Cobbett. • produced, the damages would not 



have been sufficient to purchase the Atl 
ney a gjlass of grog, or a quid of tobacco; 
and yet the bets ran at between 300/. and 
; and •he jifty were, tjy some gay- 


jOOl. ; and •he jifty were, tjy 
dressed rabble that stood near a friend of 
mine, execrated almost to their teeth. 
The disappointment of Mr. Bouougu, who 
appeared to be thelTavourite of the day, 
was the most striking. While the Jury 
were consulting, he, with folded brief in 
one hand and pen in the other, was pre¬ 
pared to note down the verdict. His body 
was not on tip-toe, for he sat down, but 
his mind manifestly was. The jury paused 
a little. He dipt his pen afresh, and 
again brought it to the attitude of making 
the to-be-celebrated record. *His eager¬ 
ness was observed. Jle affected to chat. 
A jury-man made a half turn : back came 
the pen, replenished with a new dip. 
Thus he sat, his arms upon the table, his 
eye fixed upon the jury-box, all his mus¬ 
cles strained, apparently, to their utmost 
stretch—when, at the sound of the words 
ten pounds, down, with a sort of fling, went 
the brief out of one hand and the pen out 
of t’other. That these workings of anx¬ 
iety and disappointment were not confin¬ 
ed to the breasts of the pauper’s counsel 
was very evident from that longitude of 
face, which, at the mement when Mr. 
Borough dropt his pen and brief, became 
dolefully visible in some of the gayest 
and most smirking of the boxes. 

Thus, Gentlemen, burst that bubble, 
which the envy and hatred of some, and 
the folly of others, had blown up till it 
assumed a magnitude superior to that of 
all the other causes brought before the 
court; and thus,’it is possible, though by 
no means certain, that my and your ene¬ 
mies received a lesson from an honest 
Jury, that may he useful to them in future. 
Nothing^© completely as this affair, and 
the pubiicatiohs that have arisen out of it, 
could prove to the whole nation, to what 
low «nd despicable means of calumny 
my enemies are capable of resorting. 
Gentlemen, all that »y friends, \^iat is to' 
say, the fi iends»f the Constitution of Eng¬ 
land, have to do, is, to put to my enemies 
this questkm: “VVould YOU have ad- 
'* vised, or pushed on, or had even the 
" sntaUest share in, tl|pt action against* IV^r. 
" Cobbett?” Put this question to them 
individually; put this question to each man 
m the face of con^anks. Ask them, 
then, whether fhty never ywear at those 
with whom they 'are angry ? And, if the 
bIas|^of shaone does hot come upon their 
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tlor-1 cheek, if they are such double-distill^ 
hypocrites as still to aflect horror at such 
expressions, set them down for the dis¬ 
ciple.! of some gatnbling, drunketi, wq)ious, 
political priest. . 

With every sentiment of regard, 
I am. 

Your friend, 

W“. COBBETT. 
Botley, 26/A July 1H09. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Austria. --1 need not remind' the 

reader wliat have been my opinions as to 
the result of the war betw’een.Austria and 
France. He will not fail to bear in mind, 
that, w'lule the philosophers of the Mor.'i- 
INC Post and the CouKiEn^were shouting 
victory ; and while even the sensible men, 
who write in the Chronici.f., \hc Times, 
and the Statesman, wicrc almost ready to 
join in the shout, I was using the utmost of 
my endeavours to prevent the public from 
conceiving those hopes, which could do no 
good if realised, and wliich, if dijappoiiit- 
ed, must pibduce much mischief. Frpni 
the begimiirig of this ill-starred war I pre¬ 
dicted what has now taken plaCSs. I ngver 
could see the smallest reason to believe, 
that tiw w ar would be successful on the 
part of Austria; but, I found people enough 
reaSy to believe it without any reason 
at all. If my advice (and w liy, since they 
will have me to be so great a man, should 
I not oflcr my advice) ? if my advice had 
been taken, the emperor of Austria might 
'now have been safe at Vienna, and some 
millions, perhaps, of English money, the 
fruit of English labour, w'ould now have 
been in our possession, instead of being 
ekpende<J upon this war.-It is, how¬ 

ever, Jiow too late to talk of this. It 
appears but too •manifest, that my opi¬ 
nion expressed only the week before^last; 
namel}-, that Nappleon was " upon the 
“ eve of totally annihilating the authority 
“ of the House of Austria,” is now likely 
to be speedily verifi'id. This being the 
case, the manner of it is of little im))ort- 
ancc.^ It signifies not a straw, whether he 
do an*ay the name, or whether be sufler that 
to exist, so that he docs away, in efiect, 
the power heretofore belonging to it.— — , 
Let us now, then; as I proposed in my first 
Letter to sthe King, look at home. In that • 
letter, I anticipated what has now taken 
place; and, it was, because 1 was so 
fully convinced that it would take place; 
it was for this reason printipally, that i 



swidrossed myself to the King, in «he hope 
Of thereby exciting more attentioft to a 
Bulyect of vita*! importance, not only to 
the interests and welfare of the people, 
but to the independence of the country, and, 
of course, to the security of his Majesty’s 

throne.-The case supposed in that 

letter, the complete sabjugation of the 
■ continlhit of Europe by Napoleon, b, 1 
think it will not be denied, now at no 
great distance. For my ])art, I can see 
nothing upon the continent t(5 prevent it; 
and, as to owe expedition, 1 will not, I can¬ 
not talk of it!-1 may be deceived. 

My o))inion may be wrong ; but, it is my 
opinion, that the continent of Europe is 
now subdued! If my opinion be erroneous, 
so much the better; but, at any rate, 
there is no man, who wishes for England 
to retain her iitflependence, who will not 
readify agfee, that we ought now to take 
our measures upon the supposition, that 
Napoleon will subdife the whole of the 
continent; and, of course, that he wdll 
have all its ports and all its naval means 

in his hands,-The question, then, is, 

* what ought these measures to be ? I have 
not room, at present, to discuss them ; but, 

I cannot rcfjaiii from making a few de- 

tachAI observations.-And first, let me 

beseech tltose, who have the power over 
our national force, not to waste any por¬ 
tion of it, however small, upon fdrei^^n 
conquests of any .sort. 1 mention this, 
because it is a notion very fashionable 
amongst the people in the city, that, “ if 
“ Naj)o!eon has all the continent, we must 
“ have all the, colonies belonging to the con- 
“ tinentwhich is muchaboutthc same 
thing as to say, “ if you get more strength 
“ to attack me with, I will take aloud upon 
" my shoulders, in ol der to be able the better^ 
" to resist you.” This is a truth frorfl which 
1 never depart, that colonies never adik 
‘ to.a nation's means of dtfenoe, and, indeed, 
that tlTey always diminish the strength of a 
nation. 1 hope, thcrefoi*'e, that we shall 
•not delude ourselves .with the hope of 
finding, in the new world, “ a balance,” 
as it has been called, against the power of 
Buonaparte in the old w’oild ; for^ I am 
quite certain, that such “ balance” w’duld 
prove to be a mill-stone about our necks. 

-The Statesm.\n news-paper, proposes 

Peace as our means of averting destruc- 
tion. His words arc. these: “ ^Vhat is 
“ now' to be the object of the Expedition ? 
" That is a question which we refer to the 
“ sapience of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
“ chequer, Mr. i-’anning, and, though Ia:|t 
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. in the hope “'n^t least. Lord Casllereagh. Where not^ 
ttentioft to a “ are those warlike heroes who ‘ cast up 

nnt nnlv to ** their rans.’ and * sheerer/’ o„ flie 


“ ‘.their caps,’ and ' dheereef’ on the 
“ Royal Exclange of the cjfykof London, 
“ when Lord Lauderdale returned from 
“ Paris ? Peace must note l>» had. —An effort 
“ on the Continent would now be more than 
" madness.—Napoleoft, delivered by the 
" irresistible elfbrts of his own genius, from 
" the imminent, but final, danger with 
“ which he could be threatened—is now 
“ firmly, immoveably, and permanently 
" fixed.—He has vanquished all opposition 
“ —from the Peninsula he will now drive 
“ all oihgr intruders—and the Continent of 
“ Europe will at length return to that 
“ state of repose from which it was awak- 
“ cned by England—and by England 
“ alone. — England Ijegan jbe war by 
" breaking the Treaty of Amiens—and 
“ .she must terminate it upon the best terms 
“ th-at can he obtained.-a-Of Walchercn 
“ we might pSssibly obtain possession— 
“ blit that it can he permanently main- 
“ tallied, is impossible. Every port and 
“ creek on the continent will now be 
“ closed—harsh and inliarmoniou.s as thei 
“ word Peace may sound in the ears of the 
“ War Fueiion—to that we must come —and, 
“ if the final result of all these disasters 
“ shall so terminate—t//e tears which the 
“ colawi/ies of war have produced, will be 
“ at length wiped away by the return of 

" Peace.” -1 am .sony to differ in opinion 

with this gentleman, but, really, 1 see not, 
at present, the pos.siliility.of peace; nor 
do I under our pre.sent sy.steni of warfare 

see even the seed.s of future peace.- 

There is a little too much of party acri¬ 
mony in tiiis paragraph, for which I am 
sorry. If any man has reason to be re¬ 
sentful ; if an)f man could possibly justify 
his enmity to measure.s for the sake of the 
men by whom they have been adopted, it 
certainly would be my,seif; but,I trust I shall 
never lose sight of my duty to my coun¬ 
try; and, 1 must say, that, whoever were 
the cause of the war, I cannot see, at pre¬ 
sent, any hope of obta^iing peace, witbeut 
submitting to terms so disgraceful as to 
amosmt almost to a surrender of the crown 
oTr our Sovereign into the handsjsf Buona¬ 
parte ; rather than see which day, there 
are nof, I hope, many ^nien in England, 
who would not, in spite of all the calumnies 
raised against them, literally shed the last 

drop of their blood.^-Idoviotknow what 

here meant by the “war-faction;” for, 
I know of no man of any public consequence, 
who wishes for wVr, if hqcould have pe^ce 


1 
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with a connnon chance of seffiny. c\n it naval n^ans, mentioned in mjr First Lat¬ 
he .shewn to me, how it is possible; Ido ter to the King; or, my opinion is,* that 
n(>t adiy probable, but possible to obtain we shall not be able long to resist his un- 

pettce, at t^e prt;sent lime, |vith a chance divided power..-« Now comes the tog 

of safety ? if peace is made, a part, at of w'ar.” What we have heretofore seen 
least, of our naval means must be laid aside; has been mere child's-play to what we 
a part of the fleet must be'dismantled ; and, must see now. This country will now be¬ 
lt is certain, that a peace of only two pears tome the sole (»bject of the greatest conv 
would, if we were to make peace naiv, mander and the most numerous array that' 
give Buonaparte a fleet of « hundred sail of the world ever saw. Every single man in 
the line. There is no doubt upon this point, England should, betimes, make up his 
No man can call the position in question, mind to theniecessity of fighting for Eng- 
What, then, are we to do ? Go to war land upon English ground. 'Ihose arc 
again, with every thing to create, or re- poltroons, or fools, who endeavour to hide 

pair? How long could we go on thus?- the danger from others, or pretend not to 

My (jpinion is, that Napoleon would make see it themselves. Every man should ask 
peace with us now, and veiy readily, be- should put it home to his own heart, 

cause it would be convenient for hini to what he intends to do, in case a French 
get us quickly out df Spain and Portugal army .should land. The worst of it is, 
without eitlier trouble or expence, and that we but too often talk •of exertions in 
without the great dangers which his defence of the country, as if. we 
Marshals will have to encounter in facing had nothing to do with such exertions but 

“ the heroes of India.” He would, without to of them.-fin ISOi, W'hen there 

doubt, make peace with us now ; but, to was great alarm, but no real dangei', or, at 
me it is as clear as day-light, that he would any rate,'not a hundredth part of the 
not sutler us to remain at peace two years, danger that there soon will be and must 
when he would again force us forth w'ith be, I said* “ Let us put out Pitt as soon' 
ourmeansgreatly diminished and his means “ as we can, but, in the mean while, let 

greatly augmented.-Does it appear to " us not think of him unti{ we are quite 

the editor of the Statesman, zAafRuoreoperte “ prepared for beating the FrcncL” •Such 
Isas a settled determination to subdue this are my sentiments now. Letusdoallwe 
kingdom? If he answer that question in can ift order to obtain a Reform of Abuses, 
the affirmative, as 1 think he must, he Isecause that is the way to make the coun¬ 
will then, at once, see how peculiar is our try sound at heart; but, at the same time, 
situation. We can make no peace with let us, without considering who is minister, 
Buonajfarte uponcy«a/<mHS, for wehave no do all that lies in our power, and let each 
design to subdue any part of his empire, man (for that is the thin^) do all that lies 
Ours must in this case be a peace upon the, in his power to prepare lor the country’s 
defensive. No matter who it is that has defence against its foreign enemies.—The 
brought us intoi this situation. In this si- measures of the ministers may be unwise, 
tuation we are; and if, in this situation, and tis the Local-Militia law, for instance, and 
upon, such a principle, we make peace, ^the putting a stop to that excellent mea- 
our days are numbered; the days of sure, the enlistment for term of years; 

• our remaining independence, will be but ,but, still, we npist not give up tAe country; 
as a span Ipng. The peace of Amiens we must not give up England in our re- • 
(no matter who broke' it) we shall sentment against Lord Gastlereagh; how- 
nej^er see again. Good God ! what a ever just that re^ntment may be. Those, 
change since the peace of Amiens was therefore, who, at Ely, and elsewhere,, 
made! Nay, how griuch worse are things have quelled the spirit of mutiny amongst ■ 
than.they ware at the Convenfion of Cint the Local-Militia, are certainly entitled to 
tra, or even at the retreat to Corunna!— the thanks of the country. No one can 
Can we Ipng preserve our independence, be pleased to see his countrymen flogged ; 
after Buonaparte has subdued /Ac whole of but, when, as in this case, they have eo- 
the continent qf Europe ? In my opinion we Imtarily entered, and that, too, for the 
can. In my opinion England may set sake of ahowntp, Isay, as I said before, 
him at defiance for ever. But, we must “ flog them/’ if thejr do not abide by 
have « wnc spstem. <f wdtfare; we must in- their bar win, and strictly obey their oflS- 
terrupt and destroy that commercial con- cers.——My opinion is, however, that, 
hectiun, that uarsery of seamen; we the sure means of national defence; the 
piust cut off that tnexhaustible source of 'safe means as well as the^faeap means, is 
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tkat proposed by Major Cartwright, in 

his # 01 *^ called Kmglano's jI'Icis _1 have 

not, at present, time to add to these hasty 
and desultory remarks, but shall net fall 
to return to the subject in my nejifc The 
-prospect before us is most awful; but, if 
we are wise and brave, we shall still be 
happy and free. 

Boiley, 21th Jdy, 1809. 

COBBETT'S 

COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

State Trials: 

To be completed in Thirty-Six Monthly 
Parts, forming Twelve large Volumes in 
Royal Octavo. 

The Eighth Part of the above Work 
will be published on Tuesday the 1st of 
August. One Part ‘will appear, with the 
greatest regularity, on the first of each 
succeeding Month. Those Subscribers 
wholiave expressed their intention of tak¬ 
ing the Work in Quarterly Volumes, are 
respectfully informed that the Third Vo¬ 
lume will be ready for delivery on the 
1st (flf September.—In order to remove all 
proiessional doubts, as to how far l|jis new 
and enlarged Edition of the State Trials 
may, with safety, be cited as authoritjf in 
the Courts, and relied on as of equal au¬ 
thenticity with the former, I think it right 
to state, that it is intended to he a literal 
transcript of the last edition, as far as that 
edition extends; that where I have in¬ 
serted fuller and better reports of any Cases, 
or of any parts of Cases, the text of the 
old Edition Will nevertheless be retained ; 
and that the new matter will be distin# 
guished in a manner not to be mistaken, 
and be distinctly pointedsout in the Tabic 
of Contents to each volume.—In the last 
Volmhe will also be given whatl call a Pa¬ 
rallel Index, consisting of two Columns; 
in the firSt of which will be inserted, in 
• their order, the numbers of all the Pages 
in the last Edition ; and in the other, cor¬ 
respondent figures shewing in what Vo¬ 
lume and Page of the present Work* the 
contents of each Page of the last Editiont 
wifi be found ; by means of which Pa¬ 
rallel Index, the place in this Work of any 
assage occurring in the lastEdiljon, may 
e ascertained with nearly as much ease 
and expedition as if the paging of that 
Edition were preserved ; which, it is ob¬ 
vious, .would be perfectly impracticable) 
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considering the valuable mass of new nat¬ 
ter to be introduced. 

To such Gentlemen ifs niay*ha^en t». 
be in possession of cusioi^ ,Trials, or of 
documents relating to Trials of the d»- 
scription of tlrose to be contained in this 
Work, I shall be much obliged for a com¬ 
munication of them. • If the document, or 
paper, whether in print or manuscript, be 
requested to be preserved, great care shall 
be taken of it. 

COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary Debates: 

•TheTwelfth,Thirteenth, and Fourteenth 
Volumes of the abote Work, comprising 
the Proceedings in both Hodses of Parlia¬ 
ment during the last Session, are in the 
Press, and will be publi^ed with all pos¬ 
sible dispatch.* 
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French Army in Austria.— Txvaity-fifth 
Bulletin, dated Wolkersdorf, July 8. 

The works raised by gen. count Ber¬ 
trand, and the corps he commands, had, 
since the beginning of the month, entirely 
subdued the Danube. His Majesty in¬ 
stantly resolved to collect his forces in the 
island of Lobau, open upon the Austrian 
army, and bring on a general engagement. 
It was not because the position of the 
French army was not a . very fine one at 
Vienna: master of the whole right bank 
of the Danube, having in his power Aus¬ 
tria, and a considerable jiortion of Hun¬ 
gary, ho enjoyed the greatest plenty.— 
If some difficulties had been experienced 
in providing sustenance for the people of 
Vienna, this arose from an ill-organized^ 
administration, from embarrassmems which" 
were every day diminishing, and from 
difficulties which were naturally produc¬ 
ed by the situation in which the country 
was placed, in a land in w'hfch the trade 
in corn i% an qxcluswe privilege of* the 
government. But how cdhld the troops 
|:ontinue to be separated from the hostile 
army, by a canal of three or four hundred 
^tgjjfjs in breadth, when the means of pass¬ 
ing ofer had been prepared and secured f. 
—This would have given credibility to 
the impostures which the enemy had scat¬ 
tered with so great profu^on throughout 
his own and neighbouring countries ; this 
would have cast, a doubt over the occur¬ 
rences at Essling, and would, finally, l|are 
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authorised ttie supposition of there beilg. 
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in fact, a s jbstantial equality between ar¬ 
mies so"dilierent,»of wliich one was ani¬ 
mated and measure reinforced by 

tjie multiplicity of its successes and vic¬ 
tories, while the other was dispirited iiy 
the mast strikin^^ reverses.—All the intel¬ 
ligence concerning* the Austrian army 
shewed that it was considerable ; that it 
had been recruited by nuniei ous bodies of 
reserve, by the levies from iVloravia and 
Hungary, and by all the landwhers (fen- 
cibles) of tile provinces; that its cavalry 
had been re-niounted by requisitions in ail 
the circles, and its draughts of tirtillcry 
tripled by immense levies of horses and I 
carriages in Moravia, Hungary, and Bo¬ 
hemia.—To add new chancas in their fa¬ 
vour, the Austrian ‘generals had raised 
military worts, of which the right was 
protected by Gros-Aspern, and the left by 
Enzersdorf, and* the intervals between 
them were coveted bj' redolibts, surround¬ 
ed by pallisatles and frizes, and defended 
bj' more than 150 pieces of battering can 
non, taken from the fortresses of lioheniia, 
and Moravia.—It was inconceivable htjvv 
the Emperor, with his experience in war, 
could think of attacking works so power¬ 
fully defended, backed by an army esti¬ 
mated at '200,000 men, as well troops ol 
the line as militia and new raised levies, 
and w'ho were supported by SOO or 900 
pieces of field artillery. It appeared more 
simple to throw some fresh bridges over- 
the Danube, a few leagues lower down, 
and thus render useless the field of battle 
prepared by the enemy. Put in this lat¬ 
ter case it, was Hot thought practicable to 
avert the inconveniencies which had al¬ 
ready nearly proved fatal to the army, 
and succeed, in the course of two or three 
days, in protecting these new bridges from 
ilie mariiinesof the enemy.—On the other 
aide the Emperor was tranquil.—Works 
were raised upon works in the island of Lo- 
bau« and several bri'lgea on piles, and .se¬ 
veral rows of stoccadoes, were fixed at the 
sam« place.—Tliis sjfuatioi) of the I'rench 
army placed between these two great dif»- 
licullics, had not escaped the enemy. 41e 
was aware, that his qrmy, too numerous' 
and unw ieldy, would be exposed to cer¬ 
tain destruction if he acted on thcMifleii- 
sive,; but at the s^nie time, he believed 
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that it was impossible to dislodge hioi 
from the central position, m which h^ co¬ 
vered Eohemia, Moravia, and a part of 
Hungary- It-is true that this position did 
not cfivcr Vienna, and that the • French 
were in possession of the capital. But 
this possession was, in a certain degree, 
disputed, since the Ausirians remained* 
masierr, of one bank of the Danube, and 
prevented the arrival of the articles most 
indispcnsible to the subsistence of so gre-at 
a city. Tht^e were the reasons of hope 
and fear, and the subject of conversation 
in the two armies.—On the 1st of .July, 
at four o’clock in the morning, the Em¬ 
peror removed his head quartcis to the 
island of Loban, which had b'een already 
named by the engineers the island Napo¬ 
leon. A small island, to winch had been 
given the name of tlie dfike of Monte¬ 
bello, and which bore upon Enzersdorf, 
had been furnished with ten ifiortars, and 
twenty )S-pounders. “Another island call¬ 
ed island Espagne, had been supplied 
with six pieces ot battering cannon, 12- 
poimders, and four mortars. Between 
these twoisknds a battery had been raised, 
equal ill force to that of the island Monte¬ 
bello, and in like manner bearing upon 
Eii/.ersdoif. These 62 pieces of batidi ing 
aniilery bad the same object, were in two 
hours t‘j destroy the little town of Enzers- 
doirf, drive away tlie enemy, and demolish 
the works. On the right, the i.-latid Alex¬ 
ander, with four mortars, two ten-pouiul- 
ers, aiul twelve six-pounders, battering 
cannon, were to bear upon lie plain, and 
|)rotect the operations of the bridges.— 
>< )n the 2d the aide de camp of the duke 
de Rivoli, pas.sed over to the Mill island 
with 500 voltigeurs, and took possession 
ff it. This island was also i'lirnislied with 
cannon." It was joined to the continent, 
qp the left side,# by a small bridge. In 
tlie front a little fleche was raised, and llihs 
redoubt was called Petit.—In the evening 
the redoubts of ESsling appeared to be jea¬ 
lous of these works; not doubting that 
they were a first battery, formed to act 
against themselves, they tired upon them 
with great activity. This was precisely 
the intention in having seized this island. 
—The attention of the enemy was to be 
drawn to this point, in order to conceal 
from him the operations really proposed. 


• ' (C7b ie continued.) 
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TO THE KING. i 

On the MaHtimt War against France. 

• 

Letter II. 

Sir, 

Tliat event, that great source of future 
danger, which event was anticipated in the 
former Letter that I took the liberty to ad¬ 
dress to your Majesty, lias now taken 
place. Austria has been defeated in her 
own territories. Her sovereign, in the 
midst (if nearly twenty millions of subjects, by 
whom a venal press as-sured us he was 
ardently beloved, haibeen pursued to his Ca¬ 
pital, driven from his capital, beaten out 
of an entrenched camp in the heart of liis 
dominions, and, after having tied before 
the enemy, till, in flight, he could, ill all 
likelihood, no longer see a cliance of even 
personal safety, lie has besought, and, 
at^last, ofetained, under the name of Ar¬ 
mistice, a rcs|)ite, which no reasonable 
man can possibly consider as ofJong du¬ 
ration. How serious are the reflections 
to which this event must give rise in the 
mind of every Englishman, anxious for 
the welfare of his country, and especially 
in the mind of your Majesty ! The delu¬ 
sive hopes, excuted, in the minds of the un¬ 
informed, by the reiterated misrepresen¬ 
tations and falshoods of a venal press, with 
wdiom the Emperor Napoleon and his 
army were become subjects of mockery ; 
these hopes are now vanished, a|>d the peo¬ 
ple are in a state of mind much more de¬ 
pressed, than if they Iftid never been de¬ 
ceived into bright expectations. They 
novr see the reverse of the [licture : they 
see the immense sums of money, which 
this war, so fatal to your Majesty’s ally, 
will have'cost them, and it is not in na¬ 
ture that they should feel as much zeal in 
the cause of the war in general, ^ they* 
felt before this event. They must hate 
those, by whom they have been so grossly 
deceived. It is impossible that they should 
not hate them ; and, as to any belief in 
them in future, no one, in his censes, can 
entertain a hope of it. In short, public 
opinion, * public confidence, seems now ‘ 
to have received a greater shock than 
U ever befbre |:e«eived since I haye 
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had any knowledge of public aflairs ; 
wdiich, of itself, is no small evik But, for 
this the people are not to be blamed ; for, 

I do not believe, that, in the whole world, 
there were ever such arts made use of to 
deceive a people, to pervert the reasoning 
powers of man, and, at the same time, to 
debastf and corrupt the mind. To those, 
therefore, who conduct, or direct fhe con¬ 
ducting, of the venal press (including, 
perhaps, nine tenth*oi ths publications in 
the kingdom) belongs the whole of the 
blame of having produced this enormous 
mischief; this total wgnt of faith, which, 
in an hour pf rc-al danger, will weigh, 
perhajis, more against the country than an 
enemy’s army ot a hundred thousand men. 
This is, willi me, so important a point, 
that I cannot refrain from pre.ssing it upon 
your JMajesty’s attention. Napoleon owe* 
no .small jiait of his success, and of that 
power, which has now become so gigantic, 
to his having never suficred any descrip¬ 
tion of persons to delude his people with 
lalse hopes; to raise their expectations 
beyond Avhat (he real state of things war¬ 
ranted ; to cajole and cheat them, to ahusa 
their credulity, to wear out their patience 
with promises a thousawl times made, and 
never once fulfilled. There is, too, some- 
ihing, not only disgusting in itself, but 
greatly'injurious to the jause, in the abuse, 
the vilifying language, the/oul names, which 
the venal press is continually bestowing 
upon the Emperor Napoleon, w hen all the 
world must recollect, that, duringjhe s hor^j 
lime that we were at peace with him, a 
writer was prosecuted, at th^ suit of your 
Majesty’s Attorney General, wdto is now 
your primc-mini.ster, and was convicted of 
a libel, for having veritten abusively of this " 
same Emperor Nnpdkon, for whom almost 
every wTiter seems now to* vie with all tlia 
rCst in devising foul and abusii e appel¬ 
lations ; and, what is more, ‘these same 
writers put forward claims to loyalty, to 
(he utter exclusion b&all those who do not 
join in this abuse, and who think that 
foul words are not the most eflectnal wea¬ 
pons wherewith to aUac*li, or repel, an 
enemy so formidable a.s*Buonapart4. Tha 
great objectioq, however, to this mode of 

vcajfare i«, tbait it draws oil'our atteMtioit 

s 
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from the true state of the case, the true! 
nature of the contest in which we are en¬ 
gaged. AS is invariably the case with 
those, who vent^iljeir*anger in w%rds, our 
actions do not correspond with our threats; 
we so e;chaust ourselves in violent ex¬ 
pressions, that we appear to be sati-sfied 
with that, or, at least, f«r hostility seems 
to carry us but very little further. Words 
cost but little, and, therefore, there are 
enough to contribute in this way; there 
are enough, who, like the pensioned poet, 
Fitzgerald, are willing to make ‘'sacri¬ 
fices'* in this Way, for the support of the 
W'ar, and the " aeliverance of Europ^." 

Iiispitt^ how'ever, of all these sacrifices; 
in spite of the volumes of abuse, which 
have, since the pmsecutionof Mr. Peltier, 
been, in various ^apes and under various 
titles, publishcd*ag;iin.st the Emperor Na¬ 
poleon ; in spite of nil the toasts at the 
Mansion-Hou.se, (jiiild-IIall, the London- 
Tavern, and el.se-where ; in Spite of all 
this, our enemy has not oidy gone on in¬ 
creasing in power, but has, at last, arrived 
at a point, whence your Majesty must na¬ 
turally fear, that he has not far to go 
ere he arrive at the complete subjugation 
of' the continent; but,' (and this is the 
great danger, from the.cau.se 1 am now 
speaking of) along with this abuse of Na¬ 
poleon, is industriously spread abroad no¬ 
tions, whence, a great part of the people 
must be led to cbnclude, that he is not an 
'object of dread. Those who abuse him, 
having their own selfish purposes to an- ] 
fiwer; having the passions of others to 
flatter and indulge, wdll allow to neither 
him nor his generals nor his army any 
sort of virtue, military or political, The 
same obstinate and perverse spirit, which 
ascribed the victory Marengo to Df.s.saix, 
and the turning out qf the Directory to Lu- 
—•swrBuot^PARTE, and which maintained, 
that, in both cases, Napoleon exhibited all 
the marks of folly and of cowardice; that 
same s|^iritstill prevails; it is still mighty; 
it still gives us accounts like that of the 
Austrian “ victory" of^spern ; it tells us, 
.that/at the hauls of Waoicam, as*ittoId 
us at the battle of Austerlitz, the Arch> 
duke “led Buonaparte into a trap." 
When this spirit will be put down ; when 
the people of this country will be able*to 
get at .the truth, is more than I can say; 
but, my opinion is, that, of all the allies 
that Buonaparte has, few ere move faithful 
or more serviceable to luhi, than this base 
and foolish disposition to disparage, upon, 
all uccaiions, hie talenhi antritis courage. 
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and especial^' nirw, when it is become ma- <■ 
nifest, that, for no great length of time, 
can the deception possibly prevail, even 
amongst «the most ignorant classes of so¬ 
ciety. Leaving the morality of the thing 
out of the question ; or, rather, supposing, 
that the case warrants a departure from all 
its rules ; still. Sir, the deception is to be 
reprobated ; because, by tending to hush 
the fears of the people, it must tend to re¬ 
tard the hour, when they, shall come to 
that state of minH, which will be necessary 
to secure the independence of the country. 

That the time m now fast approaching, 
when this kingdom will have single-handed to 
contend, for its independence, and that, too, 
against ali. the rest of Europe,'mder the 
sway qf the Emperor Eapoleen; this i.s, 1 
think, a proposition, which no one, except 
one oftho.se whose interest it^nay be to 
deceive the public, will attempt^to deny, 
unless there be grounds for an opinion, that 
the mild, and christian-lfke, and unambi¬ 
tious nature of that conqueror should in¬ 
duce him to make no attempts against us, 
merely because w-e have discovered more 
enmity towardshim than any other people 
have sliewn, and because the conquering 
of us would be more glorious than the con¬ 
quering of any other people. Those, whb 
think thus^ may see nothing new, nothing 
alarming, in the present state of the war ; 
but, tftosc who think directly the reverse; 
who think; that, from principles of sc/f- 
prescrvat'ion, as well as from the passions of 
envy and revenge, and from a love ot 
glory, Napoleon will seek the subjugation 
of this kingdom ; these persons mu.st per¬ 
ceive, that the battles on the Danube, the 
subsequent armistice, and the treaty by 
which it will necessarily be followed, 
hav%' given to the contest that decided 
character, Tvhich warrants the a.s.sertion, 
thatjingland is now; contending for her ex¬ 
istence. 

This being the case; or, at lea.st,*it 
being so in my opinion, the next thing for 
me to inquire into is. How we are to maintain 

this contest ? -There are two modes of 

warfare, which we may suppose Napoleon 
IC pursue ; that of wasting and that of as- 
sault. Suppose him to pursue the former, 
and us to pursue the same mode of war- 
fare that we now pursue, what, 1 would 
like to ask your Majesty’s ministers, must 
be the consequende ,of his sitting down 
quietly, giving rest, and, in fact, peace, to 
all his dominions, while he caused us to 
expend seventy mllions a year ? How many 
j ey% vi'ould this last? How many years 
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‘ Would it be possible for us to*carry on a 
war of this sort, which, as far as I can see, 
need not cost the subjects of Napoleon 
a sum, which, when distributed, would 
amount to a farthing a head ? 1 have be¬ 
fore explained to your Majesty, that all 
the most useful commercial communica¬ 
tions are even now carried on between the 
several countries, under Napoleon’s sway; 
and that, in iact, as far as relates to*the 
prosperity of those countries, our power, 
as now used, has n > effect.* What, then, 1 
should be glad to know from your Majes¬ 
ty’s ministers, should we do, were he to 
resolve upon a mere menacing, a mere 
paragraph warfare ; if he were to do 
nothing af all, but merely to say: you 
“ shall not have peace V’ In this case, 
the question comes to this: Hovj long we can 

continue to eJf)cndsevcnti/ millions nyear? - 

But, it is not to l>e believed, that the ever- 
active spirit of Napoleon will suffer him 
to pursue this moTle of waifure. On the 
contrary, if he should, in the course of a 
year, have finished his work upon the con- 
tineni of Europe, will he not, as surely as 
he has life, set himself scriausl}’^ about his 
last labour, the fulfilment of his pledge to 
Lord Wljitworih r Upon this supposition, 
\^iieh is, indeed, the only rational one, 
we have next to take a view of his means 

of attack.-He will have in Ttis hands, 

or coiiiplctely at his command, aM the 
roads and harbours and arsenals that he 
could wish for; and many more than he 
could possibly want. Mis means of build¬ 
ing and fitting ou* and manning ships 
would be inexhaustible. Even during the 
present war, he has, I believe, built two 
new ships to our one! llavitig once, settled 
the I ontinent to his liking, how long would 
he be in creating a navy far sup rioif to 
your Majesty’s navy innumbersf Notequal 
in skill, and I hope, not<n bravery; l)ui far 
superior in numbeis ; and, unless we sup¬ 
pose the French totally incapable of at¬ 
taining naval skill, \te must allow, that 
experience wottld soon make them formi¬ 
dable. Painful as it may he to contem¬ 
plate such truths, it would be folly in the 
extreme for us to shut our eyes against 
thern. If we look, then, at the nftval el^ 
forts that Napoleon has been a' de to make, 
even during his great military wars, we 
cannot refrain fro i being alarmed at 
those V which be will be able to make, 
when he shall have completely gotten rid 
of those*wars, and shall, at the same time, 
have added to the ports alreatW in hi* 
possession, ihose of Spain aud Portugal. 


Tor my part, I can see no reason (if we pur¬ 
sue our present system of warfare) why Naf 
poleon should jiot, in ayear after ne has set¬ 
tled the affairs of the oon^iq^nt, have afloat 
a hundred ships qf the line, completely man¬ 
ned and fit for sea. Leaving the Baltic 
out of the question, there are quite ports 
and arsenals enouglt for this purpose; and, 
as to the other means, hemp, pitch, iron, 
copper, and timber of all softs, he will 
have the greater part of them for a fourth 
of what they will cost us. Why, then, I 
would put it to your Majesty’s ministers, 
should he not have such a fleet in the 
coursp of one year ? But, .suppose he 
chuses to stop three years ? Suppose him 
capable of restraining, for that length of 
time, his eagerness to c^quer this coun¬ 
try ; and, that he ftas STO ships of the line 
fit for sea. Suppose this fo be the case, in 
what a situation should we then be ? And, 
if our present mode of warfare be conti¬ 
nued, I do nht, for my part, see any reason, 
nor can I discover any reason, why he 
should not have such a force, and even in 
a much shorter time, than that which I have 
pointed out. Three years i.s not a long 
period. The present war ha.s already en¬ 
dured more than six. It, therefore, be¬ 
comes us to consider, whether we shall 
have the means of resisting such a force. 

But, without supposing the existence of any 
such force as this, no one, 1 should tliink, 
will deny, that, in the course of two years, 
at the. farthest, Buonaparte, upon the sup¬ 
position of his having settled the continent, 
will be able to send oiit several stout squa¬ 
drons at once, or at nearly one and the same 
time. Supposing him to do this, and to 
have from ten to fifteen thousand men on 
board of each, and to make for Ire¬ 
land. The chances are that some of 
them would reach their destination. To 
watch six or seven stout squadions wiwsW—« 
reiiuire twice as great a force as we have. 

In fact, it would, against such a ma¬ 
ritime force as we are now supposing, 
be utterly impossible to guard all ihe ap- 
proaehes to IrelanjJ, supposing that to 
the only object to attend to. But, if Na¬ 
poleon should have a stout squadron in 
every considerable port, from^ the level to 
Cadiz inclusive, there will be. nothing, that 
I iian see, to prevent him from engaging 
the attention of ih# whole of our force, 
such as it is now, upon the Eastei;^! coasts 
of England, while he sails for Ireland from 
Ferrol, Lisbon, or any of the Southern 
ports. To blockade tfie whole of his ports, 
and especially if each contain a stout 
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and well supplied 8f|uadron, wjil be im^ 
possible, even if the weather should al¬ 
ways be (air ^ and ty blockade a part will 
be of no use ; and, therefore, unless we 
adopt a new iifode 8f warfare, it appears 
t» me quite evident, that the time is at no 
great distance, when the safety of Ireland 
will depend upon the disposition of the 
Irish to defend their country against an 
invasion on jihe part of the French. 

1 trust, that no one will dare to tell your 
Majesty, that there is no danger note, be¬ 
cause, hitherto the threats of Napoleon 
have proved harmless; that no one will 
dare to tell you, that, for several years, 
during the present war, England ftfught 
France stnglc~handed, and was very far 
from losing in the contest. T^e batik 
•was* indeed, single-handed, sometimes; 
though, during this war, France has ac¬ 
tually had to fight Austria, Ru.ssia, Prussia, 
Naples, Spain and Portugal, and, by way 
of interlude, she has‘disposed u^' about half 
a dozen principalities and a popedom. 
But, whether she had actuaUy to fight them, 
or not, she knetv of theii’ liemg in existence. 
There were, at any rate, three great powers, 
Russia, Austria, and Prus.sia, wdio, though 
not at war with her, mighthc at war with 
her at any moment, if a inisfortmie hap¬ 
pened to befall her ; so that, in fact, wc 
had then all tliese powders on cur side, for 
whatever appearances might be, they all 
hated France at the bottom of their hearts. 
—,—Now how ditierent is the state of 
things ! With the sole cxceptioii of Russia, 
there is no power, worthy of being so 
called, left upon 'the continent, besides 
France ; and, it is but too evident, that, j 
bfcfore Napoleon again returns to Paris, 
he will make himseff as sure of the obe¬ 
dience of Russia as he is of that of Hol¬ 
land or Italy. He w'ill, in that case, he 
freed from all apprehension. There will 
■^WW6Ty i^nain the possibility of inter¬ 
rupting him in Ips plans with regard to 
England ; and the whole of the tnental as 
well as»other means of his vast empire ] 
will, without doubt, be directed against 
this kingdom. I beg yi^ijr Majesty to re- 
•fTect on this important change in the cir¬ 
cumstances of the war. Pared as the 
nails of Austra were in her last war, she 
was still a great power; and, if she had, by 
those shallow-headed polrticians, who ha\*e 
so often urged olir friends on to their owm 
destruction; if she had remained quiet for 
tlie present, she m^ht still have been an 
object of fear with B.uonaparte; but, she 
listened to the voice «!' those who bit upon 
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the bright tjtought of making in Austria a 
diversion in favour of Spain, and she has 
paid the price of her credulity. She is 
110 loiigef a pqwer. It is not to be doubted, 
that Napoleon will use the rights of a con- 
(|ueror, and bestow the territories of the 
Emperor Francis, or great part of them, 
upon those in whom he can confide. As 
to the people, it is evident that their wishes 
will never be consulted ; nor, indeed, does 
it appear to be at all necessary. They 
seem to have |,ieen' very calm and indif¬ 
ferent spectators of the passing events; 
and so they 7nust have, been, seeing that 
200,000 Frenchmen were pennitted "to 
tak^ possession of their cajiital, and to 
over-run their country; a lesson, one would 
think, well calculated to be useful to other 
governments, if govei nmeuts were capable 
of receiving lessons ; if any on® ever began 
to amend until amendment was too late; 
if any one ever relied upon any thing but 
its power, till that power.was swept away, 
and tiil all other means of preservafion 
became useless ; if any one ever appealed 
to anything hut llic sword, till it was com¬ 
pelled to listen to tlie sentence ; “ he who 
lives by the swtfrd shall die by the sword.” 
This lesson is, indeed, of a nature, one 
would think, to strike sensibility dven int^j 
a stone. Eighteen millions of people suHer 
two hundred thousand to take possession of 
their country, and that two hundred thou¬ 
sand being seven or eight hundred miles 
from home! What a lesson! But, what are 
vve to think, when we are told that these 
eighteen millions of people were lull of 
“ lopahp,” full of “ enthusiasm” in the cause 
of tfieir country ? 1 beseech your Majesty 
to remark this well; and to bear it in 
mind, wlien you hear or read the language 
of courtiers, or of vonal writers, or when, 
froiiF lungs ^f contractors and jobbers, you 
hear those songs, healths, and sentiments, 
which the* unprincipled retailers of news 
and politics have the impudence to circu¬ 
late as the effusions efjoyaltp. How often, 
alas ! were we told of the loyal songs atid 
tunes at the tlieatres at Berlin and Vienna! 
How' often were we told of theSe proofs 
of Enthusiastic loyalty, and of hostility to¬ 
wards the F'rencli ! How many thousands 
of paragraphs have, for our information, 
been translated from the German papers, 
in wdiie.h the writers of that country ap¬ 
pear almost to mclt| away in reading the 
marks of the,people’s attachment to their 
“ beloved sovereigns.” Wc have now seen, 
and the sovereigns of Germany have felt, 

what relkmce is to be placed upon 8U(;h 

• 



AUGUST 5, 1809.— on the il^aritime War against France. [IS# 

■professions and protestations; upon this England can command, is intended to do 
miserable cant of loyaltj?; while the so- nothing, or should-be.abic t» dT> nothing, 
vcreign of Spain has seen even ^hose of but merely capture ,an island, to keep 
his nobles nearest to his person, lead the which will require vcrjr"great strength 
way over to his eneni^^ and lend their and expcnce, and which, after all, is of no 
hand to the imprisonment of him, whom great consequence ; if this, even adding 
they had formerly addressed on their to it the destruction of a few ships of war 
knees. and a naval arsenal; if these are to b* 

But, if there is no hope in the disposi- the achievements of, pcrh.tps, 80,000 
lions ol the people of Austria, or of any men, by land and sea, aiid of an expence 
other country, and if Burjnaparte should of millions; if, not to rt-ckon the loss of 
become completely master of the whole of lives, such effects are to be purchased with 
the continent, the ports and naval arsenals such means, what must be our situation bc- 
inc*ludcd, still it may be said : “ the sea is fore this d'ay live years ? At this rate of 
"ours: let us take that and keep it, if he procAding ; according to this mode of 
" take and keep the land.” True, and so carrying on the war, the destruction ot 
obviously true, that it requires not a mo- every French ship will co^us half a a»il- 
ment’s reflection. It is evident, that, un- lion of money. ^esick?SJmall we, when - 
less we ca» command the sea as com- Napoleon has settled the affairs of the 
plctely as he commands the land, we continent, dare attempt such a mode of 
must fall. And, tlien the question is, can warfare ? If, instead pf his now having a 
we do it? If W'« can, hon-j? .Some per- war to carsy on in Spain and another in 
sons may think, perhaps, tliat the discus- Austria, he had no war but his war with 
sion of these questions are unnecessary, us to attend to; shouhl we, in that case, 
seeing that U'C command the sea now; but, have attempted this Expedition ? It is 
from the facts, stated in my former Letter, cle-ar tliat we should not have dared to 
it appears, that we do Jioi'command the attempt it; because, while our force was 
sea now; for, would it not be absurd to call bent towards the .Scheldt, he would ha v«i 
tbat a coinmand of the sea, which permits had, from several ports to the Southward, 
convoys of two or three hundred vessels of sejuadrons sallying out for Ireland, or other 
the enemy to pass unmolested^ and to parts of these islands. If, at a time when 
carry on, uninterrupted, between Napoleon has wars in Spain and Austria, 

countries of the enemy, all that sort of and while he himself is, jicrhaps, seven 
commerce which is essential to their mu- hundred miles distant from our point of 
tual comfort and prosperity, and which attack ; if, at such a time, under such cir- 
furnishes that enemy with all the means cumstances, it requires such an armament 
of forming, in a short time, a vast naval to destroy a few French ships, what can 
force ? Yes ; it would be -absurdity itself we expect to be able to do, when tlfese 
to give to this the name of an absolute circumslances shall bg totally changed, 
command of the sea. We have an absolute and when notone circumstance favourable 
command upon thfe sea wlier^ve cannot to cs, will remain? 

injure the enemy, unless he, choose^ to That the commercial intercourse be¬ 
come out to us; but, as to that sort of tween the several countries und ej^ the sw av 
command, whicR is chpable of reallj^an- of Napoleon is capable of being intcrrupt- 
noying him, and preventing the growth of ed, and even destroyed, there can be no 
his naval power, if w^; have it, it is mani- doubt in the mind of anj^ man, who is ac- 

fest, that we turn it to no aecount.- quainted with what lias been done*hi this 

The exjxdition, now, perhaps, in the act of w ay by some few' officers of your Majesty's 
attacking the enemy, map, indeed, do .some navy, and by ONB in particular, w^iom it 
service ; that is a sort of command of the is not necessary for me fb name, it is not 
%t 2 L, viMich, if tlteeffcctheprepoTtiam^ to the tess matter of. certainty, that, as long a« 
means, must tend to the great object, at our present general mode of*w arfare con- 
which I aim, namely, the destruction of linues; that is to say, while <iur fleets and 
the enemy’s valuable commerci-al inter- even our cruizers,' lie like so many batte- 
course; and, of course, of his means of ries, or fortresses, upon the water, the 
rapidly raising and sending forth a navy, commerce of the enemy and his naval re¬ 
equal, or superior, in numbers, to that of sources never can be injured. The Vessels 
Englancl. But, Sir, if this mighty arma- of the enemy now know, especially with 
ment; this really great force ; this, pro- the aid of tli^.signal-posts upon the shore, 
babiy, more* than half of the force, which tit# situation of each* ot our ships gs well , 
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as they know the, situation of any rock or 
shoai. Tat station s^ips along the. coasts 
of the enemy is, therefore, as ui^less as it 
would be to fix%9mSny l^uoys along those 
coasts. They may, and do, cast anchor 
and amuse theraselves in fishing and shoot¬ 
ing, while they sec the immense convoys 
of the enemy, moving along the shore, 
completely .out of their reach. The ex- 
pence to us is immense, while the injuiy, 
and even the inconvi nience, to the enemy 
is scarcely worth notice. Our commerce 
■W'ith the Last Indies costs us more to pro¬ 
tect it, in. one year, than the protection of 
this commerce of rrancf, would cos* in a 
man’s lif'C-time; and, a most striking cir¬ 
cumstance is, that the “ annildlattd navy of 
France” lorces'ifi>'i«.to ail this*^xpence. for 
the defence of ou*-commerce with the Fast, 
a commerce which Napoleon is too wise to 
envy us, and of wliich, or of the dominion 
out of which it grows, he woyild not de¬ 
prive us if he con d; convinced, as he must 
be, that that i ommei ce and that dominion 
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live amidst rocks and shoals, and, of course, 
to the running ofcontinual risks. So that, 
to say nothing of his incessant labour, his 
life and liis reputation must be hourly at 
stake. But, if these dilTicullies be fairly 
encountered, the success is by no means 
doubtful; and, therefore,all that is wanted, 
supposing our naval force, to be judiciously 
distributed and employed, is, a sufficient 
motive fqr the encountering of these diffi¬ 
culties ; and to ^hew to your Majesty, that 
such motive does not, at present, exist, is 
the chief purpose, for which 1 have under¬ 
taken to address you. * 

The service, of which 1 am speaking, is 
not one which admits of being performed 
in consequence of mere orders. It does 
not, like the conducting of a convoy, or 
the lighting of ships,or the jjttackiiig of 
a battery, admit of particular instructions. 
General instructions may be gbren ; a la¬ 
titude to cruize in majj be prescribed ; 
but, in almost every case, each-single 
commander must be left to liis own discre- 


are pmongsi, the most pow'crful of those 
causes, which are working in-his favour. 
Yet, upon this worse than worthless com¬ 
merce we expend .so much, while he ex¬ 
pends .scarcely any thing upon the pro¬ 
tection of that invaluable eonimercial in- 
tercouise, which 1 have so often described. 
To assail this intercourse, we want no 
(tdditimal force ; v/e want no more ships; 
we want nothing, that would be expensive, 

' which we have not, in abiintlance, already; 
and, .indeed^ for this great purpose, the 
force we' alreaf'y have is three or four 
times as great as it need to be ; for, what 
is the use of a shiji lying, with her sails 
flapping, in the same, or nearly the same 
place, for months at a time, w hile, with 
the naked eye, her commander sees the 
crowd ed convoys of the enemy pass by 
“tTnuimle.s.fcrf.? I hat one ship, employed in 
the destruction of this commerce,'would be 
more uscffil to the country than a thousand 
ships, -wnployed in looking at it, need not 
be insisted upon; but, to eflect this de- 
structiiJt), there must b<r, besides tljat «**// 

. and courage, in wWch I shall suppose none 
of your Maje.sty’3 naval officers to be* 
wanting, a motive suffirient to bring that 
skill and courage into action, and to cre¬ 
ate that perseverance’in' watchfulness and 
toil, without which the sort of warfare, 
here conteotplated, is net to be carried on 
with even a chance*of success. The officer, 
who is to assist in • destroyh*g the com¬ 
merce of France and her qteans of cre¬ 
mating ^.navy, must make up Iiis mind to 


lion, as to the place, time, and manner of 
the service to be perfoi med. Now, Sir, 
though it miglil, perhaps, be no very diffi¬ 
cult matter to find out one or two or three 
commanders, in the British nafy, whq, 
from ajmre love of glory, or upon principles 
oi pure /m/riotism, would, in Spite of all the 
difficulties and dangers before-mentioned, 
undertake and go through the service of 
attacking repeatedly the coasting vessels 
' of the, enemy ; yet, I am per.-iuadcd, that 
no rational man would expect to find 
twenty persons, so actuated, even amongst 
that very excellent class of men, the Bri- 
ti.sh naval officers. Indeed, such charac¬ 
ters may be drawn by poets for the pur¬ 
poses ol hulling emulation; but, they are 
raiAly to bjs met with m real life. It is 
notorious, that, in our country, men .seldom 
become* soldiers and sailo'rs for any other 
reason than because they are poor, every 
man being poor, whoge income is deemed, 
by others as well as himself, insufficient. 
It is therefore perfectly preposterous ; men 
may talk as they please about it, but it 
is perfectly preposterous to suppose, that, 
iji order to insure the performance of ser¬ 
vices, which necessarily imply great dan¬ 
ger of various sorts, beside.s unavoidable 
bodily exertion and fatigue, we stand in 
need of no motive other than that of the 
glory or tha patrMtism of the act. Our 
practice indera, our invariable practice, 
despises this theory; for, while we talk 
of the glory of having done this or that 
pie#:ea)f service, we are pretty'snre not l» 
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forget something of a mor# substantia] 
nature. In short, every thing has its worth 
in money j every service has its price ; 
and, when we talk of reward, always 
mean money, or money’s worth. After 
viewing the list of noblemen and gentle¬ 
men, whose names are to be ibund amongst 
the pensioners and sinecure-place men, it 
would be miserable aftectation to expect 
from officers of the navy in general the 
perlormance of services. Such as I have 
been speaking of, withofit some motive 
other than that of glory or of patriotism, and, 
indeed, without the motive of gain, in one 
shape or another. It would be something 
below affectation; it would be to suppose 
those officers senseless brutes; creatures 
completely divested, indeed, of what na¬ 
ture teaches to all other animals, namely, 
a feeling ot self-preservation, a love of life, 
of case, and of happiness. 

There are, Sir, various reasons, why 
this motive shoulcf be but little efficient as 
to the service I am speaking of, the import¬ 
ant service of distressing the subjects of 
our enemy, and of cutting off’the source of 
Jiis naval stores ; but, lhe«principal one, 
and the only one, with which I shall trou¬ 
ble your»Majesty, at this time, is the little 
ifope, the very faint hope indeed, which, 
even in case of distinguished success, the 
practice of the JVisc Courts leave the suc¬ 
cessful commander of deriving an^ ad¬ 
vantage whatever from such success ; for, 
I trust, and, indeed, I am sure, your Ma¬ 
jesty will agree with me, that, to receive 
half a dozen pounds out of a prize worth 
four or five hundred pounds, ought not to 
be culled an advantage, and that a sum so 
pitil'ul ought to be beneath the notice of 
any man bearing your commission. What 
I am now going to lay before your Ma¬ 
jesty, will, I am certain, astonish you as it 
has me. I have beewaccustomed tojook 
upon prizes taken by our ships, as the sole 
property of the officers and men of those 
ships, as their revvarfl, their hard-earned 
reward; what was my astonishment, then, 
at learning, that, in many cases, much the 
greater part of the amount was shared 
amongst/auym; and, that, in almost all 
cases, a very considerable propoAion of 
the amount found its way into this channel. 
I shall now proceed, without further com¬ 
ment, to give some instatices of the dis¬ 
tribution of Prize-Money, a^jd, it is, 1 
hope, unnecessary for me to say, that I 
give thlfem from authentic documents;, 
and, from these documents it will be seen 
how erroneous are the opinions, \{hich 


4iave heretofore been generally entertained 
as to the distribution of Prize-Money. 

-The first instance is thaf of a French 

prize : ’ • »• 

Amount of the Sales - 11 1 

The Charges, includ iiig du¬ 
ties and Froctor’s bill - '229 1 4 


Remains for the Captors ! - (32 9 9 

The capturing ship was a 38 gun fri¬ 
gate ; and the shares were, according to 
the present regulation, as follows : 

The Captain - - - -.£’.10 8 0 

A Seaman - -- -- Old 

A Landman - _ - - ,0 10 

W’hat does your Majesty think of this ? 
Was I not right in bold^^r^issmlingr^bat 
your Majesty coiiftl know nothing of this ? 
This was a French ship, atsout which there 
could be no dispute, or, at least, no liti¬ 
gation ; and yet, out •of 291 pounds, the 
sailor gets hnVeighleen pence, and the Cap¬ 
tain not ten guineas, while the Proctor’s 
bill alone amounts to upwards of twenty 

siren pounds.-1 need not appeal to 

your Majcsly, whether here be a motive 
sufficiently powerful to induce any one to 
enter, with zeal and alacrity, upon any 
service full of difficulty and danger, and 
having nothing of glory belonging to it. 

Another instance is that of a Prize, the 
sales of which amounted to I lu2/. out of 
which the captors had to pay 338/. 14s. 2d. _ 
for the Proctor’s bill alone, consequently 
one third part of the amount of this prize 
went to be divided amongst Judges, Advo¬ 
cates, Registrars, Marshols, l\oclors, Surro¬ 
gates, and the like ; so that, by the time 
that the duties artd oStier expences were 
cleared, there remained, in all jrrohability, 
not above twenty pounds for the Captain 

and about half a crown for the sailor.- 

1 am sure, that it is not, because isfwftWfc; Ic, • - 
your Majesty’s wish that your Is'avy 
shoold be thus rewarded. 

The next Case presents us with thc,Grosf 
Sales of a ship and stores to the amoairt of 
745/. out of whichj^it being a salvage case) 
the Captors got 43/. 11*. 9d. as salvage, 
while the Proctor’s Bill amounted to 233/. 

18s. Od. ; thuk the people in the courts re¬ 
ceived more than five times as much as the 
Captain and his Ship’s Company. 

The next is a nemral Case, where there 
appears to have been some litigation. 

Gross sales - - -*-.£’.1,415 I3 2 

Duties 414 2 0 

Carried over - - 1,001 II 2 
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Brought over - - - - ^1,001 11 ^2 
Paid to neutral master - ^ 391 0 0 
• • • , — 
^ . , *610 11 2 
Other charges - - - 44 0 S 

566 10 6 

Proctor’s bill - - - 410 '6 JO 

To be distributed between-— 

the Captain and Crew ^.156 3 8 

Thus, while the Captain and his crew 
received one hundred and fifty six pounds, the 
Officers ofihe Court received/bj/r hundred 
and ten pounds; nor must it be fo|;golten 
here, tljat, it the prize had not been con¬ 
demned, the Captain, whose shai^ was, per- 
ha.Jv?r abUut tiyr^ pounds, would have had 
to pay, out of nl? ow^ pocket, not only 
the 410/. 6s. lt)d. being the amount of 
the Proctor’s bill, but also the amount of 
the damages sustained by the neutral. Who 
will, who dares, run such risks ? 

The next is a Case, wherein the Captain, 
in obeying the Orders in Council, brought in 
a neutral ship, part of the cargo of which 
was good prize ; and, your Majesty will 
now see what was the fruit of his obedience 
to those orders. 

Gross sales of the part of the 

cargo condemned - - JE13 10 0 

Divers charges - d!iO 1 .‘j 8 
Proctor’s bill - 127 18 7 


108 12 S 

Gross sales, as above 13 16 6 


Lo.sb suffered by the 
Captain who made 
the Prize - -• 154 15 9 


Kow, as your Majesty will not fail to ob¬ 
serve, there was no avoiding this loss, 
smMvvsW breach of duty towards your 
Majesty and the country. Mot to have 
taken this neutral, it being manifestly in 
his.ggwer, would have subjected the cap¬ 
tain to a trial for his life. Is it not, then, 
extr^iiely hard, that should suffer such 
a loss, be whose pay is barely Sufficient 
to afibrd, what, to him, are .necessaries pf 
life ; is it not hard, that he should sustain 
such a loss, and that the amount of it 
should go into the pockets of those, who 
have risked neifner fife nor fortune / In 
such a case, surely, the law should be 
more merciful. •In' short. Sir, there needs 
nothing but the statement of this case to 
do away ail our xi/onder that the sea is still 
aoversd with the-ship*, of'vuf enemies. 
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secret as vfell as open, and that Napoleon 
is able to replenish his arsenals, and to 
build ships of war faster than we can. 

1 shall cite one more Case, and that I 
shall give in detail, as far, at least, as I 
possess the materials. It is that of a ship 
condemned in July, 1808, the Gross Sales 
of which amounted to £212. 3«. out of* 
which only £59. Ids. remained to be dis¬ 
tributed between the Captain and his crew, 
leaving, in the proportion of a 3S gun 
frigate, • 

For the Captain - - £9 l9 8 
For a Seaman - - - - 0 1 4. 

For a Landman - - -‘O 0 11 

while the Proctor’s Bill alone amounted to 
£581. IQs. 2d, and while, as yo'ur Majest}^ 
will see from the Items,'lhat the Advocate’^ 
clerk, whose business was to open his 
master’s door twice to the* Proctor, re¬ 
ceived, out of (his ])rize, more ibaii ih'ree 
of the seamen concerned in the capture.— 
Now to the detail: * 

Gross Sales of ship, stores, and 

cargo ----- £211 3 0 


DEDL’CT. 




Pilotage ------ 

4 

2 

0 

Warehouse rent ' ~ ~ , 

8 

3 

0 

Labourers ----- 

14 

12*4 

Prizemaster ----- 

0 

14 

0 

Advertisements for sales, &c. 

17 

5 

0 

Skip-keepers _ - - - 

13 

14 

0 

Brokerage ----- 

2 

14 

9 

Agency. 

7 

7 

2 

Incidents ----- 

10 

9 

6 

Paid to private Persons for 




necessary Services - - - 

74 

1 

0 

Duties ------ 

18 

8 

6 

Fees to the Custom-House 

15 

16 

6 

^’ees f(v release from Quaran- 




tiite ------ 

• • 

S 

17 

6 

Paid in taxes, and to lax-officers 



appomtsd by (Jopemment 

43 

2 

6 

Paid to ike Chest at Chatham 



s and Greenwich Horpital - 

3 

2 

11 

Actuary’s bill - - - - 

Judges’ Certificate - - - 

26 

5 

0 

2 

6 

8 

Registering the l.«tter of At- 



lorney, and Amount of Sales 



at Doctor’s (joiumons - 

4 

9 

0 

Proctor’^ bill - - - - 

58 

19. 

a 

Paid to law, and other officers, 

* ’ 

1 



appointed by the Government 

91 

19 

10 
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Remain^ for the Captain and* 
his crew to share amongst 
them.59 10 


the 


That is to say, then, the Captain and the 
whole of his crew have, amongst them all, 
only sixteen shillings and ten-pence more thixn 
Ihe Proctor’s bill alone amounts to.— This 
is what neither your Majesty nor your 
people could have thought possible. For 
iny part, though I was aware^of the exor¬ 
bitant charges of the Admiralty courts, 
and though 1 saw, in almost all of them, 
the offices filled by a deputy, who made 
a fortune, while the principal, or sinecure- 
place-maii, piade a fortune also; though 
J was aware of all this, even 1 could not 
have believed in the existence of what I 

am now laying before your Majesty.- 

To state more particulars may appear to 
be useless ; but, a Proctor's bill must be a 
curiosity to a King, ^nd, therefore, I here 
insert the bill, relating to the albre-men- 
tioned prize. 


s£- 

0 


0 

1 


6 

2 

2 


6 8 


Proctor’s Fee retained - - - - 
Attending tlie Triiiislator and order¬ 
ing an Abstract ol'tlie Ship Papers 
Paid for sarnf- ------- 

Pemsing the Abstract and drawing 
Case for the Opinion of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Advocate whether the Cap- • 
tors could proceed with any pros¬ 
pect of success - -- -- -0 13 

Fair Copy - -- -- -- -06 

Altcndirii His Majesty’s Advocate 
there iih, and leeiiig him - - 0 

l^tid his Fee - -- -- - -2 

His Clerk - -- -- -- -0 

Perusing the Opinion, Copy for the 
C’aptor’s Agent, and writing him 
therewith --------0 

Paid Carriage of Ship Papers and 

E\iiminati(ins - -- -- -0 10 4) 

Attending and retaining His Majes¬ 
ty’s Advocate - - • 0 

faid his Fee - -- -- -- I 

Attei>ding before a Surrogate and 
biingiug in Ship Piipersaund Exa- 
minatioQs, and paying Monition, 
and Surrogate’s Fie - - - - 

Registrar’s Attendance - - - - 

Aetotl'ouit ------- 

Filing Atti-stuti'iii ------ 

Paid tur Moaiiion under Seal Stamps 
and Extracting ------ 

Copy for St rvtce - - - - - - 

Paid ilie Mursliul for Service - - 

Certificate of Service - - - - - 

•Pray iig Publication and Act - -« 

Attending in the Registry inspecting 
the Depositions, and bespeaking 

■ Copy. 

Paid for Office Copy thereof, Stamps 
and Collating ...... 


8 

1 


6 

6 

2 

2 

• 

17 

6 

6 

3 

7 


* [!« 

0 0 0 
0 16 8 

9 9 0 


0 8 0 


0 6 8 


5 4 0 


0 13 4 
0 6 0 

0 6.8 
9 2 0 
0 2 0 


Maritime War against Pranee. 

Extracting - . 

Perusing and Abstracting • . . 

Copy for His Majesty’s Advacate 
Paid ^ur the Use of tlie ^standing 
Commission - - - - 
Revising the Abstract and compar¬ 
ing the same with ihe Exauima- 
tions, CO enable me Co draw a Case 
for the Opinion and Erections of 
His Majesty’s Advocite, and 
drawing such Case accordingly - ' 

Fair Copy - 

Attending his Majesty’s Advocate 
therewith and feeing him - - - 
Paid his Fee ------- 

His Clerk - -- -- -- - 
Perusingslhe Opinion Copy for the 
Captor's Agent and writing him 
tlierewitk - - - - -- -068 

Attending in the Registry 

the Ship Papers and sWectm^such 
as were necessary to' he trunsRited 
on behalf of the Captors and be¬ 
speaking Copy - - - - 0 0 8 

Paid for Translations and OHice Copy 

thereof Stamps and Collating - 9 IS 10 
Extracting - -- -- -- -068 
Perusing and Abstrarting - - - 0 13 4 

Copy for his M •je.stv’s Advocate - 1 5 0 

Paid lor Office Copy Attestation as 
to Ship Paperi, biainps, Colluciiig 
and Extracting - -- -- -0 16 8 
Perusing the same, and Copy fur his 

Majesty’s Advocate - - - - 0 6 8 

Drawing Allegation for Condemna¬ 
tion of the Ship and Carno and en¬ 
grossing tlie same and Stamp 0 11 8 
Fee giving in the Allegation when the 
same was admitted and Alt - - 0 7 8 

Paid fi.ing same - -- -- -040 
Attending and rctnriiiiig the Moni¬ 
tion and Act ----- --078 

Drawiiig Case for the Hearing on 

heh.ilf of the Ciipttirg . - - - 16 8 

Copy for his Mnje-sty’s Advocate - 0 13 4 

.-llieiiding hioi wiih me Case and Pa¬ 
pers, and feeing him - ----- 0 6 8 

Paid liis Fee - - - -- -- 330 

Attending when the Cnuse.wns as¬ 
signed for Sentence on the first 
As.signation and Act 
The like on the second A-signation 
nnil Act - -- -- - - - 

Trinity Term Fee ------ 

Aitendingl^nformations* - . - - 

Fee when the .ludge'at niv V’ttition 
Qii motion of his Maji sty’s Advo- 
* cate by Interloclitory Di cree con¬ 
demned the Ship and Cargo an3 
Act --------- 0 7 8 

Interlocutory Fees to judge Regis¬ 
trar and Marshal - -- -- 2 18 8 

Paid the Registrar for drawing the 

Interlocutory - -0-68 

Attending him therewith - - • 0 6 8 

Deputy Registrar, Marshal and Cry- 
cr’s Special Atrendaiice, being an 
Extra Court da/ - 9 - 0 18 4 


---078 


0 <—8 
0 6 8 
0 0 8 
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Attending in the Registry and be- * 
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speaking Cepy of the Interlocutory 0 6 8 
Paid fdf Office Copy thereof, Stamps 

and Collating ^--.---408 
Paitl the Refi^rar for Acts, Sportu- 

lage and Attendances - - - - 1 10 0 
The like for Copying and Dispatcli - 1 3 0 

His Clerks. 0 7 6 

Officers of the Court *-----07 6 

Extra-jadicial Attendances aiidCon- 

suitatibns -------»0 13 4 

Proctor's Clerk -------07 6 

Letters, Messengers and Sportulage 0 6 8 


£. 58 19 2 


Titus, Sir, you see, that your Majesty’s 
Advocate received, (within £l, 11s. 

-Ui'^ti'i^. jtf^ eeds of thi» Prize, a sum 
equal to thsdreceivSd by the Captain who 
took fai r, anfl who, in taking her, did, per¬ 
haps, run great risk of losing his life, and 
did certainly run a risk of losing his mo¬ 
ney, if, by accident, he had any to lose. 

-1 beseech your Majesty to look at the 

charges, which close this bill. After 
having charged separately for every at¬ 
tendance ; after having made a distinct 
item of charge for every scrap of paper of 
every description ; • after having, as it 
would seem, rung the changes upon all 
the terms of separate charge, there come 
in, at the end, a set of general charges for 
utteiidavce and for clerks! 

Applying these statements to the great 
point, upon which 1 have been addressing 
your Majesty, c-an it be, to any one, matter 
of wonder, that, while this mode of distri¬ 
buting the amount of Prizes exists, the 
commerce and naval resources of Napoleon > 
remain unintenwpted by our navy ? The 
nature of the service is such as scarcely to 
admit of any brilliaru exploit; such as 
scarcely to allbrd a chance of any of those 
■oliii i s f oments, which give officers a claim 
to honours or promotion. The service is a 
service of mere drudgery ; of watching 
fatigue and care; and, if it hold not 
out a pretty fair prospect of gain, in con- 
peQ^ation for all its ^oils and its dangers, 
who will undertake such a service; and,^ 
especially what man of great skill (for- 
great skiU it requires} will so spend hil 
time, when, without a positive breach of 
orders, he can avoid it ? • 

It is a circumsta&ce not a little galling, 
that, when any officer of your Majesty’s 
navy has made*a prize, the prosecution of 
his claim to her must be committed to per* 
sous, not of his* own choosing; not to 
Proctors (who are merely Attanexfs,) and 
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Advocate (who are merely Counsellors) 
chosen by himself, but to a Proctor and 
an Advocate, appointed by the ministers 
of your Majesty; to persons, in short, 
whom he snap like, but whom also he may 
dislike, and in whom, however unexcep¬ 
tionable their character, he may have no 
coniidence, whether as to talent or inte¬ 
grity. If, indeed, nothing was at stake 
but the prize, there might be some shew 
of reason in saying, that what is taken by 
the public force shall be committed to the. 
management of none but public officers; 
but, this is not the case ; for, the’prbaic 
property of the capturing commander is at 
stake; that property he may lose, and 
msw, indeed, be reduced to' beggary and 
lotlged in a jail by the decision upon a 
prize ; and, shall he not, then, be at liber¬ 
ty to choose his own Attorney and Couti^ellm ? 
Shall his property, and, eventually, his 
personal liberty, be committed to, be 
wholly left, or, ratheV, taken, into the hands 
of attorneys and counsellors, of whom, 
perhaps, /tc has a bad opinion, however 
good may be the opinion which others 
entertain of them It frequently happens, 
that a partner of the king’s Procter, as he is 
called, has the inanagemenb of the cause 
for the claimant; so that, the capturing 
commander, in such case, is compelled to 
commit his cause, and to impart all his do- 
cifpients and other information, to the same 
persons, who have the management of the 
cause on the part qf his adversary; which, 
were it not a fact as notorious as it is, 
never could be believed. This was, some¬ 
time ago, complained of in the House of 
Commons; but, as with respect to most 
other grievances, no redress was obtained, 
nor even proposed to be granted. 

• Under such discouragements, under 
such a System of deciding upon Prize.s, it 
ii not to be cxpiected5 that arduous servi¬ 
ces will be undertaken and prosecuted to 
success. It is against nature for k man 
to expose his lire, or to harrass himself 
half to death, for the sake of .swelling the • 
bags of Proctors and Advocates. And 
why should not this evil, this great bar 
to the exertion, to the utility, of our naval 
powtr: why should it not be removed; 
why should not some mode of deciding 
upon Prizes be adopted, that, would leave 
to the captors someffiing tike a fair chance 
of compensation for their toil and their 
danger ?* Why this should not be done 
there can be no reason; but, w^iy it is not 
done, there are reasons more than suffi- 
cipAt. The rich offices oU judge ad/socalca, 
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proctor, surrogate, marslud, registrar, awtory, | see this source of patronage abridged ; 
togetlier with the endless iist ot subal- but, if such men are not few in number. I 


terns, form one of the most important 
heads of »Hni»^ma//)aO onage; or, in olher 
words (and here we touch the real source ot 
the evil) these offices are necessary to 
saj isiy the demands of those, who pusses . 
th*at sort of influence, which it is not ne¬ 
cessary to name, either to your Majesty 
or to the country ; and whicli influence, 
as it ha.s sunk this nation from what she 
was, will, unless speedily put an end to, 
complete her degradatioii and her ruin. 
How uiany are the ways, in which this 
poisonous influence is w'orking for our de¬ 
struction ! But, in no way, perhaps, more 
visibljr than in the one liere pointed out, 
where we .see it directly opposed to those 
exertions, whic|jt are necessary to our na¬ 
tional . .safety. Its workings are to be 
traced to hundreds of other mischievous 
ettects ; but, here we ,see it, at one view, 
in open ho.stility, not only to great national 
interests, but to the very intlependein e oi 
the nation; and, yet, such is the .state in 
•svhich we are, siu h is the power of this 
influence, that I should feel riffich more 
indignation than surprize at hearing it 
asseri^ad, that the patronage arising from 
the profits of the Prize-Courts was of mpre 
consequence than the destruction of the 
commerce and the naval resources of 
France. It is iiialier of perfect notoriety, 
that the far greater part of the fees im¬ 
posed upon Prizes, go into he pockets of 
sinecure officers, like Lord Akde.m, for in¬ 
stance. Of tlie courts of Vice Admiralty 
abroad, where the charges arc, as far as 1 
have been able to ascertain, still more 
exorbitant than at home; ot these courts, 
it is notorious that the officers reside in 
England, and have their businc.ss per/ormed < 
by deputy. It is equally notorious, that 
what the.se smecure ‘offit;efs receive muss 
be so ti}uch taken from the captors of prizes; 
so that, in fact, the Navy is, in part, at 
least, employed to gain opulence for them. 
Is there. Sir, any reason in this ? Would 
it not he far better to pay these Sinecure- 
place-men out of the taxes, and 'leave the 
navy to enjoy the full fruit of its earnings ? 
If there must exist an influence to be 
counteracted only by grants of places or 
pensions, surely it were better to take 
the means, at once, out of the purses of 
the nation at large, than thus t» check 
those exer^pns, upon which our existence 
ais a nation may soon be found to depend, 
t am aware, that there are those, w^ho 
would rather see the Navy perish than 


trust they will have no itifluenc^ m the 
councils of your Majesty.* 

1 am, &c. &c. &c. 

W«. COBBETT. 

Botley,' 5rd Aug. 1809. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Mr. Wardle. —^^It appears, that a man 
of the name of James Dixon, belonging to 
the Common Council of London, did, some 
time since the Trial of an action, brought 
by Wrigh* the Upholsterer against Mr. 
Wardle, give notice, in the Common Coun¬ 
cil, of a motion for rescinding th e Vote o f 
Thanks, passed last Spring .•■■i^lav"our W 
Mr Wardle. This was done^apparently, 
to feel the pulse, not only of the Common 
Council, but of the nation at large. The 
notice was left thus, not ac^ed upon; but, 
Mr. Alderman G^oodbehere, Mr. W'AirH- 
MA\, and others, took the matter up in 
a very proper manner; and, in conse¬ 
quence of a Requi.sition to the Lord Mayor, 
a Special Court of Common Council was 

held on Tuesday, the 1st instant.-The 

Proceedings, though very interesting, are 
too long for insertion here. I shall there¬ 
fore content myself with giving the Reso¬ 
lutions that were passed; and, from which 
Resolutions it will he seenwh.U the public^ ' 
robbers, those wdio are endeavouring to 
decry Mr. W.irdle, have gained by this 
meeting, from which, I hea/, many of them 
expected so much. 

“ A Common Council, holden in the 
“ Chamber of the Guildhall of the City 
" of London; on Tuesday ftie 1st of Aug., 

“ 1809. 

" Resolved, That this Court did, on 
“ the 6th day of April last, express its 
“ thanks and gratitude to G. L. W'^AlSn^, 
“ esq. for his conduct in bringing forward 
“ and substantiating-seriousChargesagainst 
“ the lateCoimnander in Chief, which, no>- 
“ withstanding the majority in his favour 
" in the IJ^iuse of Cowimons, compellsd 
“ his resignation. That no circwnstancc 

/ios since transpired which can in any man- 
“ ner lessen the importance of that iaves- 
" ligation, impeach his motives, or affect the 
“ merits of the case. Op the contrary, his 
" unwearied exertions, perseverance and 
“ fortitude, under unexampled threats and 
" difficulties, have developSd a scene of 
"‘scandalous abuse and corruption, not 
" only in the army, but in various de- 
" partments of the State, ^ 
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" That it IiM been discovered by the 
« saic^investigation, that these abuses have 
«extended, n<?t only to the disposal of 
•• Church ai|d East India Patronage, but 
also to the disposal of Seats in the Le- 
«' gislature, and charges have been brought 
^ forward and proofs offered, implicat- 
" ing in such ccffrupt and illegal traffic 
Lord Viscount Castlereagh, the Ilo- 
nourable Spencer Perceval, and the 
« Honourable Henry*Wellesley, all mem* 
bers of the House, and then and now 
“ holding ostensible situations in his Ma- 
“ jesty’s Government, a traffic wWcIv, in 
the language of the Speaker of the 
*' House of Commons, “ Would bring a 
* * ** greate r scandal upon the Parliament 
•"’'^ntrtlt»ijNl|tion than tffis country has 
« “ ever knpwn since Parliament has had 
« “ an existence.” 

" That the said investigation has al.so led 
•• to the discovery, that the said Lord 
“ Castlereagh, one of hisMajesty^s Sccre- 
” taries ol' State, and late President of 
“ the Board of Controul, did, in flagrant 
" breach of his duty as a Minister, abuse 
'* of his patronage, and gross violation of 
*' the Constitution, place a Writersbip in 
" the hands of Lord Clancarty, a Mem- 
** ber of the same Board, for the purpose 
“ of obtaining for him a Seat in Parlia- 
“ meiit; which fact the said Lord Castle- 
reagh has himself admitted, and notwith- 
»' standing there appeared a smaller ma- 
"jority in his favour, than appeared in 
favour of the Duke of York, in ma- 
« nifest injustice to his royal highness, and 
gross insult to the Station, the said Lord 
« Castlereagh still retains his official situ-' 
«ation. • 

" That these attacks upon the vital prin- 
“ ciples of the Constitution have been 
made without punishment or censjure ; 
motions for inquiry into such prac- 
•• ticcs have been rejected, upon the al- 
*• ledged fre^quency and notoriety of them; 
<Wnd Parliament has thereby, as w'cll as 
" by passing a Bill to prevent the sale of 
« iieats in that Hoijse, recognised and ac- 
“ knowledged the corrupt influence unde¥ 
« which it has been called together,*and 
« exercised its functions. 

“ That it was stated by Mr. Wardle, 
« that there was an Office publiclj' kept 
" open for the Safe of Places under Go- 
•• vernment, and although such statement, 
* " when made,sonly excited the derision of 
•* Ministers ant^ the House, it has since 
** appeared that the above statement was 
* correct j and ^ J^ajesty’* Miaisters 


“ have indicted and convicted several per* 

" sons concerned therein, and such prac- 
“ tices were declared in the said indict- 
" ment to have a tendency to degrade, 

“ vilify, and traduce and' bring into con- 
“ tempt, the Administration of the Coun- 

" ‘‘■y’ . . ^ 

“ That by various statements which Mr.. 
“ Wardle has lately submitted to Pailia- 
“ ment, it appears, that by a correction of 
“ the fraud^, abuses, corruption and pecu- 
“ lation, which have been found to exist • 
'' in every branch of the public expehdi- 
“ ture to which inquiry has extended, and 
“ a wise and honest application of our re- 
" sources, the people might be relieved 
" from heavy and oppressive burthens, if 
“ not wholly from that inquisitorial and 
“ most grievous of all imposts, the Tax 
“ upon Income. That his conduct on this 

occasion seems to have drawn upon him, 

" in a high degree, t,he malice and rancour 
“ of those who are interested in-the con- 
" tinuance of these abuses. 

“ That in the opinion of this Court, in- 
" dividuals who devote their exertions to* , 
“ wards exposing and correcting public 
“ abuses, are at all times'entitled to the 
“ support and protection of'the coq'.itry, 
“particularly at the present moment, when 
“ there apjmirs an wnabating effort on the part 
“ of those notoriously under the influence 

Government, or who participate in the ex- 
“ isling frauds, corruptions and peculations, 
“ to cry dawn, vilify and traduce every man 
“ who has courage and integrity to expose such 
“ practices, in ordci' to mislead the public, 
“ and divert their attention from these great 
“ evils. “ WOOIITHORI'K.” 

This concluding Resolution contains 
sentiments peculiarly adapted to the mo¬ 
ment. ,lt is the duty of us ail, as far as 
each is able, to stand by Mr. Wardle. 
An attempt ha/been made, and is mak¬ 
ing, to cry down the public cause through 
him. The villaipous language, the atro¬ 
cious falshoods, of the hireling press, 
though certainly surpassing what has ever 
been heard before, is no more than what 
was to be expected. It must be thus be- 
Ibre the thing be at an end. It always 
has*been so, in all such cases. The state 
our enemies are in, resembles that of a 
foot-pad, just when he is mustering up 
courage to add murder to robbery. Guilt 
engenders fear; bis courage proceeds 
from cowardice, which is alw^s bloody. 
These dastardly writers tremble as they 
attack, and can scarcely prevent their 
vshout from becoming a *bowl ; and, itv 
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short, with the sole exception of tlose by 
whom they are prompted, they are the 
most wretched as well as the most despi¬ 
cable of mankind. . 

Several topics, owing to the length of 
the foregoing Letter, must be postponed. 
-T—1 do not agree with my correspondent, 
that the country “ vermin” as he empha¬ 
tically calls them, are beneath my notice; 

• for though I agree with him, that it is 
most probab'e, frotn what we ha»re recently 
keen, that they were “blown at me by 
" their piasters in town, as the beggars in 
" Ireland blow lice at those against whom 
" they have a spite still, to follow up 
the comparison, he will agree, I suppose, 
that it is necessary to Sf/wceze the said lice, 
and nut to pretend that they are beneath 

• vour nottce, • 

COBBBTT’S 

. Parliamentary Debates: 

> • TheTvvclfth,Thirteenth,andFpurteenth 
Volumes of the above Work, comprising 
the Proceedings in both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment ^during the last Session, are in the 
Press, and will he published with all pos- 
■ible dispatch. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Fuench Army in Austria. — Twenty-ffth 
Bulletin. (Continued from p. I‘i8.^ 

passage across the arm of the Danube to 
the Island Lobaii. 

On the 4th, at ten in the evenings gen. 
Oudinot caused 1,500 voltigeuis to he cm- 
barked on the great arm of the Danube,' 
' coriimaiidcd by gen. Conroux. Col. Basle, 
with ten giiii-boats, conve*'ed them, and 
disembarked them beyond the little arm 
.. of the island Lobaii, in the Danube. The 
batteries of the enemy were soon silenc¬ 
ed, and he was driven from the woods to 
- the village of Muhleuteii.—At eleven 
the evening, the batteries raised agaiirst 
Enzersdorf received orders to begin their 
firing. The howitzers set this unfortunate 
little town on fire, and in less than half an 
’hour the enemies batteries had ctmscd to 
operate—Tljg chief of battalion Dessalcs, 

director of the bridges, and-, engineer 

of the marine, had prepared in the island 


—Official Papert.' 

Alexander,. a bridge of 80 toises, of a 
single piece, and five great ferry boats.— 
Col. St. Croix, aide-du-canap of tle^duke 
de Rivoli, embarked in badges with a,50O 
men, and landed on the left ftSnk.—The 
bridge of a single piece, the first of the 
kind which has hitherto been made, was 
fixed in less than five nigiutes, and the in¬ 
fantry passed over it with great rapidity. 
Capt. Bazelle fixed a bridge of boats in an 
hour and an half. Capt. Payerimolle formed 
a bridge of rafts in two hours.—Thus, at 
two o’clock in the morning, the army had 
four bridges, and bad debouched on the 
left 1500 toises below Enzersdorf, pro¬ 
tected by fhe batteries, and the right upon 
Vittau. The corps of the duke de Rivoli 
formed the left; that of count OuiJ»'»retF5>4fe«o. 
centre ; and that of the <luk« ot Auerstadt, 
the right j the corps of the printe de Ponte 
Corvo, the Viceroy and the duke of Ragusa, 
the guard; and the cuirjLssim formed 
the second line a*d the bodies of reserve. 
'Utter darkness, a violent storm and rain, 
which fell in torrents, rendered this night 
as frightful as it was propitious to the 
French army, and was about to be glo¬ 
rious to it.—On the 5th at day-break,’ 
every one perceived what bad been the 
project of the Emperor, who was then, with 
Ins whole army, arranged in order of battle 
at the extremity of the enemy’s left, hav¬ 
ing turned all his entrenched camps, hav¬ 
ing rendered liis works useless, and thus 
obliging the Austrians to abanilon their 
positions, and come and oiler him battle 
on the spot that was convenient to him. 
The great problem was thus resolveo, and 
without passing the Danube on other points 
—without receiving any piyatectiou from 
the Avorks he had raised, he forced the 
enemy to fight three quarters of a league 
Tfrom his redoubts. From that moment the, 
greatest and liappiest results were pregs^. 
ed.—At eight in the morning, the bat¬ 
teries, which had plaj'ed upon Enzersdorf, 
had produced such an eilect that the ene¬ 
my was obliged to let tlrat town be oc¬ 
cupied by no more than four battalions^ 
The duke of Kivoli diSjjatehed his first 
aide-de-camp, St. Croix, against it, who 
did not meet with- a great resistance, and 
took prisoners all who remainedTrt it.— ‘ 
Count ^udinot surrounded the castle of 
Sachsengang, which the enemy had forti¬ 
fied, forced 900 men who delended it to 
capitulate, and took 12 piecqp of cannon. 
—The Emperor then caused the whole 
arrnj to spread itself along the immense 
plain of Enzersdorf. 
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Battle of Enzersdorf. 

In t|ie meanwhile, the eneirty, confound¬ 
ed in aff his projects, gradually recovered 
from his ^(pniehmeilt, and endeavoured 
to regain some advantages in this new 
field of battle. For this purpose he de¬ 
tached several columns of infantry, a con¬ 
siderable number*of pieces of artillery, 
ami all his cavalry, as vvell of the line as 
the nevv levies, in order to attempt to out¬ 
flank the right of the French army. In 
consequence he occupied the village of 
Rutzendorf. The Emperor ordered gen. 
Oudinot to carry this village, to the right 
of which he sent the duke of Auerstadt, in 
ordor to jiroceed to the head-quarters of 
p rince C harles, going always from the 
to^ha left.—From noon till nine in 
the evening,the French armies manmuvred 
on this immense plain. All the villages 
Were occupied, and when the French had 
reached the heights of the entrenched 
camps of the enemy, they fell of their own 
accord, and as if by enchantment The 
duke de Rivoli caused them to be occupi¬ 
ed without resistance. It was thus we seiz¬ 
ed the works of F.ssling'and Gros-Aspern, 
and the labour of 40 ilays was of no use 
to the enemy. Me made some resistance 
in the village of Raschdorf, which the 
prince de Ponte Corvo caused to be at¬ 
tacked and carried by the Saxons. The 
enemy was every where overwhelmed by 
the suppriovity of our fire. This immense 
field of battle was covered with his re¬ 
mains. 

Battle of Wagram. 

Strongly alarmed by the progress of thfe 
Frencli army., and the great successes 
which it obtained, with scarcely any ef¬ 
fort, the enemy put all his troops in mo¬ 
tion, and at six in the evening be occupied 
iJifi following position:—his right from 
Stadelau to Gerasdorf, his centre from Gc- 
rasdorf to Wagram, and his left from Wa- 
gram to Neusiedel. The French army 
had its Icift at Gros-Aspern, its centre at 
I^schdorf, and its right at Glenzindorf. 
In this positipn, tfi'e day wa^’ncarly at 
close, and we had necessarily to expect w 
great battle on the jnorrow ; but this wks 
to be aVoided, and the position of the ene¬ 
my to be intersected, so as to prevent him 
from foiTJiing any^plan, by taking posses¬ 
sion in the night, of the village of Wa- 
gram. In this case, his line, already 
of an immense length, being suddenly as¬ 
sailed, and ex)>ose<i to the chances of 
combat, tli« dilFerent bodies'of his anby ^ 

i ® ' ' ' 


would be dispersed without order or di¬ 
rection, and we should succeed, at an easy 
rate and without any serious engagement. 
The® attack on Wagram took place, and 
our troops took possession of the village; 
but a column of Saxon.s and a column of 
French mistook each other in the dark for 
enemies, and this operation failed .—Vie 
then prepared for the battle of Wagram.' 
It appears that the dispositions of the 
French general and the Austrian general 
were inverted. The Emperor passed the 
night in accumulating his force.s towards" 
his centre, where he was in person, with¬ 
in cannon shot of Wagram. With this 
view, the duke de Rivoli moved upon the 
left of Aderklau, leaving at Aspern a single 
division, with orders for it to fall back, in 
case of nec -ssity, upon the island of Ix)- 
bau. The duke of Auersfttdt received or¬ 
ders to leave unocciipif'd the village of 
Grosshoffen that he might approach iho 
centre. The AustriaSi general, on the con¬ 
trary, weakened his centre, to secure and 
augment his extreiniiies, which he still 
farther extended.—On the bth at day 
break, the. prince de Ponte Corvo oc¬ 
cupied the left, having the duke of Rivoli in 
a second line. The Viceroy cpiinccted him 
with the centre, where the corps of^ouiit 
Oudinot, that of the duke of Ragusa, those 
of the imperial guards, and the divisions of 
txtirassiers, formed seven or eight lines.— 
The duke of Auerstadt marched from the 
right to reach the centse. The enemy, on 
the contrary, put Bellegarde’s corps in 
motion for Htadelau. The corps ofOollo-s 
wrath, Lichtenstein, and Hiller, connected 
their right with the position of Wagram, 
where jnince Hohcnzollern was, and wi'lh 
the extremity of the left at Neusiedel, 
where the corps of Rosenberg debouched in 
order tfiso, to out-flank that of the duke 
of Auerstadt. „The porps of Rosenberg, 
and that of the duke of Auerstadt, moving 
in opposite directions, encountered each 
other, with the first rays of the sun, and 
gave the signal of battle. The Emperor, 
instantly repaired to this point, ordered 
the duke of Auerstadt to be reinforced by 
the division of the duke of Padua’s cui¬ 
rassiers, and the corps of Rosenberg to 
be attacked in flank by a battery of 
twelve guns, of the division of count de 
Nansouty. In less than three quarters of an 
hourj the fine ’corps of the duke of Aueis- 
tadt ga'^e a good account of the corps of 
Rosenberg, aefeating it, ami driving it 
beyond Neusiedel with considerable loss. 

In the mean time, a cannonade cuiumen- 
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ced along the whole of the line^ Ind the RiToti, at that moment, attacked it in 

enemy’s dispositions were every moment front_Whilst the rout of the centre struck 

discovering themselves. The whole of his consternation into the rigllt of theTlfnemy, 

. left was secured with artillery.—One might and precipitated its movements, the left 
have said, that the Austrian general was was attacked and out-flauked*fiy the duke 
> not fighting for victory, bu,t was looking of Auerstadt, tvho had carried hieusiedel, 
only to the means of improving it. This and who having gained the elevated plain, 
dwposition,of (he enemy seemed so absurd, w^as marching upon Wagram. The divi- 
tliat some snare was apprehended, and the sions of Broussier and Gudin covered them- 
Eniperor delayed some time before be or- selves with glory.—it was only then ten 
dered those easy dispositions which he o’clock in the morning; and those who 
had to make to disconcert those of the. had the least penetration saw that the fate 
enemy, and render them fatal to him. of the day was decided, and the victory 
He ordered the duke de Rivoli to make an was ours.—At noon, count Oudinotmarch- 


attack on the village occupied by the 
enemy, and which somewhat straitened 
the extremity of the centre of the mmiy. 
lie ordered the duke of Auerstadt to turn 
tlie position of Neusicdel, and tlicnoe to 
I push on upon Wdtram ; and he formed the 
duke of llagusa’.s troops, and those, of gen. 
Macdonald, in column, to carry Wagram 
at the moment the tluke, of Auerstadt 
should debouch.—While these proceedings 
were taking place, information was re¬ 
ceived that the enemy was making a furi- 
T)us attack upon the village carried by the 
duke of Rivoli; that our left was out 
flanked by 3,Q00 toises, that a brisk can¬ 
nonade was already heard at Gros-Aspern, 
and that the space between Gros-Aspern 
and Wagram seemed to be covered with 
an immense line of artillery. There w'<» 
no longer any room for doubt.—The ene¬ 
my had committed an enormous fault, and 
we had onl}' to profit by it. The Emperor 
instantly ordered gen. Macdonald to form 
the divisions of Broussier and Lamarque in 
columns of attack, lie ordered the di¬ 
vision of Nansouty to be supporte d by the 
horse-guanls, and a battery of (>0 guns be¬ 
longing to the. guards, and 40 of different, 
other corps. General count Lauriistoii, at 
the bead of his battery of lt)0 pieces of ar-, 
, tilljsry, marched at a trot against the ene¬ 
my, advanced without firing to within 
half gun-shot distance, sflid there opened 
a prodigious fiie, which silenced that of 
the enemy, and s|ncad death among his 
ranks. Gen. Macdonald then advanced 
at the pas de charge .—The general of divi¬ 
sion iieille, with the brigade of fusilfers 
ami sharp-shooter.s of the guard.s, .sup¬ 
ported gen. Macdonald. The guards 
made a change of front, in order to ren-, 
, der, this attack infallible. In an instant 
the enemy’s centre lost a league of ground; 
his right beAune alarmed, and perceiving 
the"'dangerous position in which it was 
placed, rapidly d'ell back. The duke of 


ed upon JVagram, to assist the attack of 
the duke of Auerstadt. He was succe^ful, 
and carried that important position. Af¬ 
ter ten o’clock, the enemy fouglii‘6niy'4®» 
effect his retreat; at tviTilvS this was mani¬ 
fest ; it was conducted^ in disTirder ; long 
before dark the enemy was out of sight.— 
Our left was posted at Jefeisee and Ehers- 
dorff; our centre upon Obersdorf, and the 
cavalry of our right extended their posts 
as far as Shonkirchen.—On the 7 th, at day* 
break, the army was in motion, and marcJi- 
ing u()oii Kornenbourg luid Wolker.sdorf, 
and had some posts near Nicolsbourg. 
The enemy, cut off from Hungary and 
Moravia, had been forced to fall back upon 

Boliemia.-Such is the narrative of the 

battle of Wagram, a battle decisive and 
ever memorable, in which from three to 
four hundred thousand meji, and from 
twelve to fifteen hundred pieces of cannon, 
contended for great interests, upon a field 
of battle, studied, planned, and fortified 
by the enemy for several months. Ten 
pair of colours, 40 pieces of cannon, 20,000 
prisoners, including betvv«»en 3 and 400 
officers, and a considerable number of 
generals, colonels, and majors, are tin; 
trophies of this victory. The fields of 
battle are covered with the slain; axsAsg 
whom are the bodies of .several generals, 
and among others, one called Norman, a 
Frenchman, a traitor to his country, whg 
prostituted his talents against her.—All 
the enemy’s wounded j^ave fallen into our 
hands. Thtise whom he abandoned at the 
eonnjiencement of the action, were found 
irf the adjacent villages. It may he cal¬ 
culated that the result of this battle will 
he tha(> of reducing the Austrian army to 
less than 00,000 men.—^thir loss has been 
considerable; it is estimated at 1,500 in 
killed, and from S to 4,000 wounded.— 
The duke of Lstria, at tft* njoinent when h« 
was preparing for an attack with the ca¬ 
valry, had his horse shot dead by a caimoit 
*• • 
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ball, which letl upibQ 'his saddle, and 
glightly_grazed bis thigh.—The general of 
divi8ion7T,a8alle; was killed by a musket 
ball. He w^as aa officer of the greatest 
merit, and one of our best light cavalry 
generals.—^^Fbe Bavarian general Wrede, 
and generals Seras, Grenier, Vignolle, Sa 
hue, Frere, and Dcfsance.werc wounded.— 
Colonel prince Aldobraiidini was wounded 
in the atm by a musket ball; the majors 
of the guard, Dau-smenil and Carbeneau, 
were also wounded ; the adjutant com¬ 
mandant, Diiprat, was killed; the colonel 
of the 9th infantry of the line fell on the 
field of bat tle.—That regiment ha^ covered 
itseif.with glory.—^The offi. ers of the stall' 
are preparing a return of our losses,—A 
pat lilUTIll circumstance intident to this 
grand battle is, fliadhe columns nearest to 
Vienna were*only about 1,200 toiscs from 
it. The numerous population of that capi¬ 
tal covered the*turrets, the steeples, the 
roofs of the houses, and ‘every elevated 
situation, to witness this spectacle.—The 
emperor of Austri.i left Wolkersdovf on the 
Cth, at five in tlte morning,, and ascended 
a tower, from vvliich he had a view of the 
field of battle, and where he revnained 
until miriniglit. Ho then set oil' in all 
haste.—^'fhe French head-quarters were 
transferred to Wolkersdorf, on the morn¬ 
ing of the 7th. 

Twenty-Sixth Bulletin, dated Wolkersdorf, 
July 9. 

The enemy retreated in the utmost dis¬ 
order. We have collected a part of his 
baggage. His wounded h.we fallen into 
our hands; we have already counted more’ 
than 12,000; oil the villages are filled 
with them. In five or six hospitals alone 
we have found more than 6,000.—The 
duke de liivoli, pursuing the enemy by 
Stohwpau, is already arrived at Holla- 
hrunn.—The duke tie Ragus-a had at first 
followed on the road to Bruim, which he 
quitted at Wolkersdorf, in order to take 
that of Znaim. At nine o’clock this morn¬ 
ing he met at Laa a rear-guard, which he 
routed : he took 900 of thenf prisoiter^,.; 
He will be to-morrow at Znairn.—^'he* 
duke of ^Auerstadt is arrived to-day al 
Kicolsbourg.—Tile emperor of Au.stn;i, 
prince Anthony, with a suite of about 200 
chariots. «;oaches, 4nd other carriage.s, slept 
on the 6tb at Erensbrnnn, the 7lh at Hol- 
lahrunn, the tifh at Znaim, whence they 
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set out aX nine of the morning. Accord¬ 
ing to the relation of the country people 
who conducted them, their dejection was 
extreftne.—One of the princes de Rohan 
was found wounded on the field of battle. 
Lieut, field-marshal Wursakowicz is among 
the prisoners.—The artillery of the guard 
covered itself with glory. Major Abo*- 
ville, who commanded, was wounded. The ‘ 
Emperor has made him general of brigade. 
The chief of a squadron of artillery, Gran- 
ner, has losf an arm. These intrepid ar- 
tillerymen displayed all the power of this 
terrible weapon.—The horse chasseurs of 
the guard charged, and drove back on the 
day of the battle of Wagram, three squares 
of infantry. They took fiJur pieces of 
cannon. The light-horse Poles of the 
guard charged a regiment of pikemen. 
They took the prince of Aifersperg prison¬ 
er, and captured two pieccs.of cannon.— 
The Saxon hussars d’Albert charged the, 
cuirassiers cl’Albert, hnd took their colours. 
It was a very singular thing to see two 
regiments belonging to the same colonel 
fighting one again-st the other.—It appears 
that the enaniy is abandoning Moravia and 
Hungary, and is retiring into Bohemia.— 
The roails are covered with.the men be¬ 
longing to the landwi hr, and the levSfe e,n 
masse, who are returning to their houses — 
The losses which desertion is adding, to 
tl«>se the enemy has su.stained in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, are concurring to 
annihilate his army.—The numerous let¬ 
ters which have been intercepted are a 
of the discontent of the 
army, and the disorder which 


striking picture 
hostile army, and 
reigns in it.—Now that the Austrian 


mo¬ 


n irchy is without hojie, it would evince 
being ill acquainted with the character of 
/hose who govern it. not to expect that 
they will humiliate themselves as they did 
E^ter- the battlo of Au.terliiz. At that 
epoch, they were, a.s now, without hopp, 
and they exhausted all their protestations 
and oaths.—Durflig the day of the 6th, 
the enemy sent a few hundred men to the 
right of the Danube to make observatioils. 
They re-imbarked after having lost a few 
men killed or taken prisoners.—^The heat 
was* excessive on these days. The ther¬ 
mometer was almost constantly at 26 de¬ 
grees.—There are great quantities of wine. 
In one village 3,000,000 pints were found.. 
It has ht^pily ilo had quality. 

(To be continued.^ 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Mr. Wardle.' -In iny last, I bad 

merely lime just to notice the Debate in 
the City of London, and to insert the Re¬ 
solutions. I shall now oiler a few remarks 

upon, the subject.-It would be absurd 

to feel surprise at any attempt to impose 
upon the public, on the part of those, 
whose plunder, after having been so long 
quietly enjoyed, is now in jeopardy, and 
who must know, that, unless they succeed 
in blinding aUd alarming the public, that 
plunder must and will be taken from them. 
It is an old saying, “ that light come 
“light go but, Hiis only apidie.s as to 
the matincr of expi nding; it dues not 
mean, that those who get their money 
lightly, are easily induced to return it to 
its right owners. Who ever, saw a tliief 
willing to give up what he had stolen, or 
less atixioug than olher men to keep pos¬ 
session of his goods -I'he peculators, 

therefore, and public robher.s of every de¬ 
scription (and a tribe of no small number 
are they) are, in attacking Mr. Waiidle, 
dt)ing no more than every reasonable man 
must expect them to do ; and, if Mr. 
Wardle was not prepared for hostility of 
this sort; of all the sorts tluit he has met 
with, and of every sort that imblic-rob- 
beiy, fighting for its lil'e, is eafiable. of re¬ 
sorting to, he was not, and is not, fit for 
the undertaking upon wliieli he has en¬ 
tered, and whicli was of n > use at a^, 
unless it proceeded on to thust ellects, 
which would naturally [pad to a state of 
desperation in the peculators. Nor ought 
lie to feel any thing like anger against them 
for their attempts against him ; for all 
their misrepresentations and calumnies, 
and all the base arts they have resorted 
to. Their peculations and robheries of 
various descriptions, indeed, these were, 
and .still arc, well calculated to excite his 
anger; but, anger is not the feeling to en¬ 
tertain against them for their conduct to¬ 
wards him, which conduct is, really, no 
more than a very natural endeavour at 
'self-preservation. We feel an(^r against 
the houseljjreaker, when he disturbs our 
. quiet and puts us in fear for our lives ; 
but, when at the last scene, even though 


I he had murdered (ipe of the most near 
and dear to u.s, we should not feel anger at 
seeing him, by an attempt to - loose his 
arm.s, signify a wish to slacken the death¬ 
doing cord. We may, indeed, be un¬ 
moved to compassion by the convulsive 
movements of the wicked caitilf; we may 
say, “thou hast thy due, and the world 
“ is well rid of theewe may be ^lad to 
see justice done upon the wretch; hgt, I 
take it, it is, at sucli a inomciY, ur.n'’tural 
to feel anger. In cajesns'heve the punish¬ 
ment, actual or approaching, is less severe 
and awful, there is not, indeed,.so efficient 
a cau.se tor the quenching of anger; but, 
it is pretty clear, that the day cannot be 
very distant, when public robbery, of all 
sorts and sizes, will be punished; when, 
from its present enjoyments, it will he re¬ 
duced to poverty' and rags; and when, 
even by those whom it now impovitrishes, 
it will he kicked about the streets and into 
the kennel. This being the case ; this 
being its evident doom, ought Mr. Wardle 
to be angry at its etforls to lake revenge on 
him, who is notoriously one of its most 
formidable, if not its most foriaidahle, 
enemy ? Indlflercncc, contempt, scorn, 
he may feel; but, to feel anger against it, 
as such a time, is neither becoming hi* 
character nor the character of his cause ; 
which cause, in spile of all that can bj: 
done by its enemies, and.even by its inju¬ 
dicious friends, must prevail. Nothing 
can (ircvont this. The time may be made 
more or less distant; but, prevail the cause 
must. Eivnts are working for it. . It de¬ 
pends nut upon the intrigues of this faction 
or that faction. It does not depend even 
upon the opinions of the public. It de¬ 
pends upon events, which, if it be wanted, 
will make apublic sentiment. Events will 
point, and compel, a i%fonn of abu.ses oT all 
sorts; and that man must, I think, be 
►blind indeed, who doe.s not.see iho.se events 
fa.st approaching. Why, then, sliouKl those 
who, like Mr. Wardle, are labouring in the 
public cause ; why s1k>uJ<1 such a man Iret 
at the calumnies that are heaped upon 
i iim r If suOT ,.i^ not tl^c ca.?e, he might 
jbe sure, that lie mbyted not the praises 
which have been be-stwwed upon him.. 
Such calumnies are the proof; and, indeed, 
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the only t/icfofe'teWe proof, of a man’s power speeches of Mr. Goodbehere and Mr. 
and will to assist in the destruction of pub- Wajthman, every thing omitted, whicti 
lie robber^. Look at the scare crow. It seems to have been dictated by angry teei- 
has all the apnearaiice of an enemy of thp ings. Mt is not for us, who as clear 
winged depredators; but, when a living as daylight, the swift approach of the tall 
man comes to the spot, you see the dif- of our and our country’s worst enemies; 
fercnce in ihe two I)y the terror which tlie it is not for us to be angry. The day of 
latter excites in ther* thieving flock, who, their fall cannot be at a great distance, 
in a moment, are all in cominotion and The day of the restoration of the coiistitu- 
aproar. It is so with the public robbers, tion; the day of the confusion and destruc- 
than whom no animals in the creation are tion of infamous corruptions cannot be fat- 
more sagacious in discovering their real olF; it must be at hand; we want it to 

from their seeming enemies.-Hence come; we see it coming, and, therefore, 

their implacable hatred against Sir Tranois why should we be angry.-The Debate 

Burdett, lor which, to superficial observers, in the Common Council of London, the 
there ajipears not sutficient cause. Many whole of which, from the Statesman 
of them have had much more bitter ene- Evening Paper, I have inserted below, in 
mies, to alf appearance ; mm lT morebois- order, not only to add to the width of its 
terous, more violerit.'and more persevering circulation, but to put it more safely upon 
assailants; but‘, still, they appear never to record than it could have Been in atjy of 
have cordially hateii them ; or, if they did, those publications which never assume the 
their hatred was* not of long duration; shape of a book ; this Debate is of as great 
there was in it nothing paftaking of that consequence as any oho that I remember 
fiend-like hatred which they entertain to- eve.r to have read. It is, in my opinion, 
wards Sir Francis, wdio, by the wives and of infinitely more importance to this na» 
children of provincial peculators, is looked tion, than will be, or can be, the operations 
upon as a sort of savage, living upon the of the Grand Expeditiori. The latter ?w«y 
carcases of murdered gentlefolks, or, at destroy the shijis and arsenals at Antwerp; 
least, uppn raw meat 'and wild roots.— But, the former has made thcsisavids and 
Tnere is a very solid reason lor this ha- hundreds of thousands of Englishmen tlJtnk 
tred. They know, that Sir Franci3’.s cn- rightly upon a great point in politics, 
mity to them is not a sham. They know wlrerein they were before deceived. The 
it to be real, 'nicy know that it is out ships and arsenals at Antwerp are not 
of their power either to drive him or to w-orth one of the topics of Mr. Goodbe- 
* seduce him from it. They know that here’s or Mr. Waithman’s speech ; for, 
there is no safety for them while he is after all, what is it vve are fighting ,/b/ ? 
alive. In short, .they hate him for the same What is it that this army and the other army 
reasons that all mankind hate pain and and all the ships of war are employed in 
death. Would it not, then, argue great hostili'ies/or ? There may he people, 
w'eakness in hirnrif he were to feel anger who have other views of the matter; but, 

at them on account of tins hatred ^ -No, in my view of it, if they- are not employed 

no; anger is not the feeling that becomes far, or, if their employment does not 
any man so situated. He has no reason tend tot^ard.s, the preserving, or restor- 
to be angry on his own account, because ing the freedom‘of Eagland ; that is to 
the hostility, which he ex|)erience3, he say, the full enjoyment, on the part of 
jhimselt has pVovoked. Ciuite properly the people, of their property as W'Cll as 
provoked, indeed; but still he cannot rea- their personal libefty ; if the employment 
aonably be angry with those who spit ofour fliicts and armies has not t/n's/ewc/encj', 
theib venom at him,, and who would not my view of the matter is, that their ern- 
have done so if he had sullereifthem to 'ployment is much worse than useless; 
be quiet. It is right, and it is a duty.sto ‘and, this being the great purpose for 
Crush and tjestroy the 'viper, if you come " which all rational men must wish to see 
artiwart him; but, if, while you are en- fleets and armies employed, I have no 
deavouring to destroy him, he should en- scruple in saying that the proceedings in 
deaTour to fix his poisonous tooth in you, the Common Council are of more impor- 
you could not, in reason, hla^e him; and, tance to the natirAi, than are, or can be, 
to say nothing of the ftfliy' orit, to be an- the operations of the Grand Expedition. 

gry will) him would/really argue a want. -Seldom has there appeateQ, in that 

of common jnstic^.-For these reasons way, any thing more complete than the 

H is, that I could ^liave wished, in the Sj^^eches above rnentionedi They etn- 
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brace, as the reader will see, every topic; , of a pettifogger, granting to the said petti 
nothing, bearing the semblance of argil- ' " ' ' ' ' ' 

mailt, is left unanswered; every trick, 
every falsehootl, every attempt a*t decep¬ 
tion, is exposed. Two correspondents, to 
whose letters it was my wish to attend this 
iVeck, vvill hare the goodness to excuse 
the delay j for, there is nothing that ap¬ 
pears to me ot so much importance as 
these Speeches. They have, perhaps, 
been rfacl by every body ip the country ; 
but, they should lie read again, and should 

be frequently referred to.-To these 

Spdeclies there is riotliing to add by way 
of observation on the Conduct of iMr. 

Wardle, wliieh. with nvii of -ense, never 
stood ill need of any just ifioation. One or 
two instances, however, of the impudence, 
of the sht^r, barefaced impudence, of 
those vrho, upon the recent occasion, have 
assailed Mr. Wardle, I ciiunot helf) again 
noticing. They,inveigh ino-:t liillerly 
ag'iinst Mr. Wardle’s purcJtasiti", as (hey 
call it, the evidence of ?drs, Clarke against 
the Duke of York. Tliey take it for 
granted, that he did promise to |iay f.ir the 
goods, and that tliis iva.s ons.? oi'tiic condi¬ 
tions, upon which she was to give her evi- 
tlpnce ; ^fnd this they cal! hriberp. jVow, 
unless they agree, tint what she said 
against the Duke of York was true, they 
cannot pretend dial she ought to be be¬ 
lieved against Mr. Wardic : and, if* they 
do agree to this, then it was, upon their 
own confession, the trat/i that Mr. Wardle 
promised to give her goods for speaking. 

Their charge, then, amounts to this, that 
he promised to give lier something, or, 
which is the same thing, did give her, 
something in order to induce her to give 
true evidence against the Duke of York as 
to tlic manner in which, in certain crPtes, 
the pulilic’s commissions, or the pnhlic’s 
money, were dis'posecf of. And, i^this 
m!\,tter of accusation ? I put this case be¬ 
fore ■ to Mr. Windhgm, whetlicr a man 
would not be blamed, and, indeed, called 
a traitor, if, having it in his power, he 
were not, if necessary, to promise, or to 
give, money to a person to get possession 
of proof of a conspiracy upainst tf(p life of 
the king? Would jt, in such a case, be ] 
called “ briheri/" to give money for the ob¬ 
taining of such proof? If, indeed, a man, * 
in order to gratify his political malice, or 
his passions of any sort, wcr» to give, or 
promisQi^money or goods to an ignorant 
WTetch to givej^t/w evidence, and were to* 
harden'^the poor-creature’s ironscience by 
the catechising of a double-distilled knave 


fogger a share in the^ plund^ to be ex¬ 
torted ; if such were the conduct of a 
man, he would merit iTnii^sal execration ; 
or, rather (which would be the more ap¬ 
propriate pmiishincnt) he would deserve 
to be confined for life to the society of 
the said pettiroggefand his h>df-f;.imisl)ed 
race; but, what Mr. Wardle gave his 
money for, if he di l give any, was the 
truth. This his ;;ssai!ants are obliged to 
allow; because, if they do not, they dis- 
credit the testimony of Mrs. Clarke alto¬ 
gether, and that docs not no‘c suit their 
fiiirpas But, what must be the inipu- 
deni'o ol these hiieliugs, who afl(?et to re¬ 
gard it as a scandalous act in Mr. Ward!® 
to have given, or ptjujj’-'ed to give, money 
or goods, to obtain the evidence of Mrs. 
Clarke, wh. n tlic law holds out to every 
man of 113 the promise of money, if we 
will, in cIRrtjiin cases, inform against one 
another. You pay me five pounds, for in¬ 
stance; I give you a receipt without a 
stamp upon it; and, the legislature offers 
me twenty pounds if I will inform against 
you for having taken the said unstamped 
receipt. What impudence, then, must 
that man have, who pretends, and whoi 
asserts it in print, that a man is guilty 
of “ bribery,” who gives money to a 
person to become a witness, in behalf of 
the juildic, against a person employed and 
paid by that public ? Rut, as has uniformly 
been the case, these hirelings always pro¬ 
ceed as it were upon a settled maxim, that 
nothing is foul, notliirig is unfair, nothing 
is ungenereus, that is employed by the 
government against the people ; but, that 
every thing is ungenerons, unfair, foul, 
and treacherous, that any one employ* 
against a public functionary, in behalf of 
the people ; insolence so gross as which 
never was offered with impunity to any 

other civilized people upon earth.-It 

is worthy of general remark, and it is es¬ 
pecially w'ortiiy of the remark oi ilte Royul 
Family, that tlie papers, commonly called 
ministerial, and paAicularly the CcAuirEn, 
w’hich was amongst the loudest, if not tha 
^ery loudest,, in praise of Mr. Wardle, as 
long as his efforts w'ere directed exclusively 
against the Duke qf York, turned round and 
assailed him the moment he intimated his 
resolution to direct those efforts into other de~ 
partmentsxp'S’.-/, especially when be joined 
the standard of PltFiamcntury Rrfotm. This 
fact, which was toa evident and too 
striking to escape any body, ought to be 
bad in remcmbrance. The troth ip, that 
F 2 ' 
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this, and several other of the newspapers, i they must have hel- i» one or the other 
appear to Imve been very well pleased at of these characters; ts, compiler cf forgeries, 
the attacks Mr. VV*ar(lle, so long as they or a suppresser qf truths; and that, too, for 
bore upon the r<^|i^l femilv, or any part of the sake of money. To leave no doubt, 
it; and, in this respect, these writers are however, as to my own opinion upon this 
by no means singular, it being evidently point, I must say, that I am fully con- 
the object of no small number of people, vinced, that what she had prepared for 
to keep that family as fouch in the shade publication, and sent to the press, was 
as possible, the motive for which is very perfectly authentic. Strictly speaking, I d» 
clearly explained in the Speech of Sir not think she had, after what had passed, 
Francis Burdett upon the subject of Parlia- a ng/« to suppress the, book, which sup- 

mentary Reform.-Mr. Wardle should, pression did, as” 1 observed at the time, 

I repeat it; nay, in justice to himself and argue a great want of principle ; but, she 
the public, he must develope the history had rendered the country great services 
of the Suppression qf Mrs. Clarke's Hook; (services which will alwaj's be acknow- 
let the people ot this country know who lodged by me), and, if the suppression 
paid the money for that sujtpressiom who was gave her means of future happiness, that, 
the agent or Ke?octa(gr j,_ and what wire the to me, was some consolation for the loss 
conditions. —The,rumour is too general; of tiie hook. Now, however, when she 
nay it lias been positively stated, in these lias become a witness against Mr. Wardje, 
very newspapers, that the Book was sup- and wlien she has become, too, his as- 
pressed, in const r|uhrK;e of the payment sailanl in print (where, by the bye, .she 
of money to Mrs. Clarke ; tliat money is does not cut much of a'figure); in sliort, 
stated at J.,.7,000 down, and the worth of when it is evident, that, if possible, she is to 
eight or ten thousand in annuities upon be made the instrument of undoing all the 
herself and relations. 'I'his has been dis- good, which, through her means, has been 
tiiictly stated in these newspapers ; and, done ; when this is obvious!)' the case, it 
as we know what the Book was advertised is above all tilings important to ascertain 
to contain, it must be of vast public im- and expose the source and the- channel, 
portance to know the history of the sup- whence and through which came the 
pression ; the wliole liistoiy of it, from the tmums that produced the suppression of the 
beginning to the end.—Those who atlcct Book. Let no one. tell me, that this is a 
lo discover, in the late Trial, great cause privnfe. concern. It will not do to tell me 
for blaming Mr. Wardle, will hardly denj'^, that, who s<;e the ministerial papers giving 
that they were truths, which Mrs. Clarke an account of what passes between me 
meant to publi.sh ill her book. 1 say, Mcy and my servants. No : this is no private- 
will now hardly suppose, that this their mailer. The Book was adfcrtiVcd as being 
non-pareil of a witness ACrAINS'l' Mr. in llie press; its contents (all of a public 
Wardle had put togetlier a bundle ot false- nature) were pretty fully desciibed ; those 
hoods and forgeries' and sent them lo (lie contents arc now public property; and, if 
press. No; they will not .sup[)o.se this, we have them not, let us know, at, least, 
They must suppose, that she had got it was^liat paid for their .suppression, 
iritt/is in die press ; and, beside.s, if they One of the papers albre-mentioned has ob- 
were not tnniis, why were they houglit at serv<*d,“ that tliese.tionte.nts relate merely 
such a price Nobody w'ould have given " to family matters, and arc of no public . 
such a price for the suppression of false- “ consequence whatever.” What ! p'ay 
hood's. However, our antagonist.s may twenty thousand pounds, perhaps, for the 
lake their choice. It shall he, if they suppression of a few family anecdotes! Oh, 
like il^ a hook full of forgeries tb^t were ujo ! It never can he. It is impossible, 
su^jpre.ssed, and ihen, what becomes of that the anecdotes of any family can be 
the excellence ot their witm^ss against Mrt jvorth so much money. But, at any rate, 
Wardle; foi^iio one would certainly place what harm is (here in our knowing, who 
much reliance upon a person who had it was that paid the money, and who it 
come reeking from tlij occupation of pin- was that conducted the ncgociaiion ? 
ting together a book (nil cif forgeries. The.se facts are rysce.ssary. Thc^se facts. 
Well, then, let them he if they with wliich„oiie would think, Mr. Wardle 

choose ;. but, theA, lej^tnem remember, must be acquainted, he owes to the public 
that the means h.afj been found, by the and to his own character, it be4ng quite 
new negociators with Mrs. Clarke, to pre- impos.sible, that we should see the real 
vail unpn her to. SKp/wywtlie^ truths. So, source of the machinations against him. 
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until we see the source of those means 
which procured the suppression of Mrs. 
Clarke’s Book ; therefore, again and again 
I say, let us have tlie history of fhis sup¬ 
pression. Though the Book he suppressed, 
or, at least, kept out of sight for a ’while; 
■^hough we cannot read the book, we shall 
be able to draw all the useful conclusions, 
when we know precisely who paid the 
monex) and who made the bargain. 

Spain. -Whatever degree of regret 

the defeat of the Austrians may be calcu¬ 
lated to excite, it is attended with this one 
agreeable circumstance, namely, that, in 
all probability, it will occ.nsion what so 
many persons have ardently wished for, a 
rencontre between Buonaparte and our 
Indian Conqueror, who, if the news-papers 
be correct, ,has, at last, set off for the 
Southt'rn Peninsula, accompanied with his 
brother, famed in dii>lomatic lore in the 

lliast.-It will l^e a dav of great and 

awful expectation, when these two great 
Captains meet. Napoleon has been ac¬ 
customed to combat against inferiors ; but, 
here is conqueror for conqueror. Uur 
conqueror has conquered a?; many coun¬ 
tries, I believe, and as much territory and 
as many mhabitants as Napoleon has ever 
conquered. “ The Conqueror of the East,” 
as he is called in Leadenhall Street, is now 
(thank God !) about to meet the Conqueror 
of the West face to face. Yet, some*how 
or other, I do not perceive, amongst " the 
" loyal,” any of those exultations that one 
might have expected upon an occasion of 
such promise. They do not seem in fea¬ 
ther. They are much more modest than 
I have ever known them. One thing is 
certain, that, if we do not beat Napoleon 
now, we may give the thing up, as far, at 
least, as relates to land opera^ons; ftir, 
we have possession of the country before 
him ; w'e can do what tve please vvilli»the 
• government there; we have the positive 
assurance of the kind’s declaration, that 
the “ universal Spanish nation” is upon 
our side ; and we have all the heroi.sm 
and all the talents of all the Wellesleys to 
conduct our affairs, diplomatic as well as 
military. Now, then, we shall see who 
wins the day. We shall, I trust, listen .to 
no excuses of any sort. We have an abun¬ 
dance and a superabundance of time for 
preparation. Napoleon has been obliged 
to leave the country for nc^arly eight 
months. ^ It will, in all likelihood, be two 
months mare before he will be able to re¬ 
enter Spain. We have had time sufficient, 
and more than sufficient, for sending trttpps, 
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warlike stores, cloathing, horses, and every 
thing necessary for war upqn a large 
scale; plenty of time for forming the 
" universal Spanish n^ioQ. into regiments 
and armies ; plenty of time for training a 
million of them to arms ; and, in short, it 
will be impudence without example, if wq 
should pretend thatWve have wanted time 
for any thing. Let the nation fix its eyes 
upon this scene, of far more importance 
than that upon the Scheldt, and let us take 
care to bear in mind, what the hireling 
prints now give us as the state of Spain. 
They tell us that king Joseph, when the 
last a«4vice.s came away, w'a.s deliberating, 
whether he should difend, or abantlon Ma¬ 
drid, upon the approach of the joint force 
of the Spaniards an^ the English ; that 
Cuesta hnd "the gallantSy- Arthur” were 
driving Victor before them ; that Soult’s 
army was reduced to Jive thousand men; 
and, in short, that thcr^ was every reason 
to suppose, that the remains of the French 
would soon be compelled to flee from 

Spain, or to lay down their arms.- 1 

beseech the reader to bear this in mind. 
This is the state, in whicit they tell us, 
that Lord Wellesley w’ill find Spain. Now, 
then, if Buonaparte is not beaten out of 
Spain; if he now conquers Spain ; if, after 
this, he becomes master of it, how shall 
we find the face to talk of what we are 

able to do against him upon land ?- 

What, if we had pursued the right plan, 
might not have been done with this coun¬ 
try ! If we had acted upon that advice, 
which 1 gave, and which was given, with 
so many additional and such forcible rear 
sons, by the Edinburgh Keviewers, Spain 
would, at this moment,‘have presented a 
forest of bayonets to the breasts of the 
French. But, who did not foresee, that if 
war was to be made for Ferdinand ; if it 
was to be a contest for a choice of kings^ 
and nothing more; who did not foresee, 
that, in such case, the advantage would all 
be upon the side of him, who presented 
the people wdth a cluinge? , Every man ui 
his senses must have»foresecn this ; bsi, it 
was resolved, that we should, at any rate, 
iimke war for aAi«g; and, in all hiimaa 
probability the consequence aaturally to 

be expected will take place.—-We aro 

alwJys talking about what Buonaparte 
does against such aim such nations, never 
appearing tA..wprceive, that he does any 
thing^br them ; b’sd, in drder to come to 
•a correct opinion of'Uvijat is likely to b* 
the disposition of the people towards Buo* 
naparte, we ought to inquire whelhjf h« 
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does any thing to j^ease them, any thing ter? 1 rather think we shall; for, though 
for their good. Notv, it is quite shameful there is, in the country, quite knowledgs 
for us, wh^ave, irflanguage so bitter and and discernment enough to detect these 
abusive, been long writing and preach- falsbpodljj yet. Such is the chain of dcr 
ing against the Inquisition; lor us, pendeiice, so firmly rivetted are the far 

whose priests have made this terrible in- greater part of the community, to the tax- 
stitutinn a topic of never-ending attack on ing and funding system, that they endea-" 
the Roman Catholic lyslirrion : it is shame- vour to stifle the dictates of their own 


ful, it is quite scandalous Ibr us to afiect 
not to perceive, that this institution, which 
we pretended to bold in such horror, and 
which ti>e made no effort to (d'olish, has been 
abolished Buonaparte. Next, there are 
hll our out-cries against Monkery; all our 
philippics against that nest of Drones ; all 
our various writings about their impostures, 
their frauds, and the numerous^evils, civil 
as well as political,, produced by their ex¬ 
istence. Well|j Buonaparte has dispersed 
two-thirds of these in Spain ; he has done 
away two-thirds of this enormous evil ; 
«nd, yet, we alibct not to perceive it; 
and we have tlie miserable'and bootless 
hypocrisy to appear quite astonished, that 
the people of Spain do not rise as oHcman 
to assassinate the French, and to demand 

the restoration of their Ibrrner king !- 

The talshoods that are told us about Spain 
arc so palpable, that one would think it 
iinposgibie for them to deceive any human 
being; but, really, if vve can believe these 
falshoods, we ought to be deceived and 
defrauded, and ou^ht, in the end, to siilfer 
ail the consequences of our folly. What. 
proof have vve ever had of any zeal that 
the {jfople of Spain feel in the cause, for 
which tee arc fighting ? Can any man pro¬ 
duce us one single/«c< in support of all the 
assertions relative to this zeal ? If he can. 
Jet us hear him; but, until then, we may 
tafeiy conclude, that there i.s not the sha¬ 
dow of a I’ounflation for such assertions.— 
Flow long are we to be duped in this way? 
Though we see the Emperor Napoleon 
leuving nothirig but a sort of dctuchmcnt of 
his army in Spain, we see the joint forces 
of England and the Junta kept in awe by 
the French, an^l gaining, in tlie course of 
eight motulis, liitle «or no ground upon, 
them; and all this in tiie heart of Spain,. 
the French being still in posses.sion of ihc 
capital: tfwugh vve have tlicse lacts clearly 
before our eyes, still are we insnited wilii 
the assertions, that the pi-op/c of Spain,*that 
the eleven millions of pcoi'le, who inhabit 
Spain, mortally hate the^lMf iip h, anil are 
cnthu.sia.stic in the cau«e of England and 
Ferdinand the SeypiKli! Mow long arc we* 
thus to be irisulfckl! Are wc to go on in 
Ihis^ay even untq ths eqd of the chap- 


senses, and, by dint of perseverance, they, 
at last, succeed in the self-delusive and 
self-destructive task. This is well known 
to the artful vvrbtches, whose business it is 
to dress up and serve out the never-ending 
series of falshoocl.s which disgrace the pub¬ 
lic press and the nation at large ; and, yet, 
while this is going on amongst ourselves ; 
while it is us notorious as the existence of 
light or air, our public prints have the as¬ 
surance, the cool and unconscionable im¬ 
pudence, to accu.se the Freiich press of 
publishing garbled translalions of English 
documents. This is very decent on the part 
of those prints, who plead guilty io the 
.suppre.ssing of ttcenty nco documents out of 
twenty seven; this is very dt'cent in those 
[irints, which never gave a fair translation 
of any one French document, wherein our 
rmjal family, or the ministers, were named ; 
but, vv hicli, upon such occasions, have uni¬ 
formly suppressed .such passages, und’er 
the pretence that they were personal and 
abusive; this is very decent in tho.se prints, 
whidh constantly omit all those parts of 
the French bullciins, which contain any 
fact calculated to produce an impression 
tavourable to the cliaracter of our enemy. 

1 do not pretend to decide the question, 
.whether a//of every such document ought 
to be translated and published, though, 
for niy part, if 1 were compelled to choose, 

1 .should not hesitate a moment in saying, 
“publish all;’' but, of this lam qgitc sure, 
that, vvhile we omit part of the French do¬ 
cuments, upon ihff grownd of their being 
personal against our khig, his family, or. 
miiiiscers,' it is to discover a most scuftda- 
lous disregard for /iistice to endeavour to 
excite a belief of a tyranny’s prevailing in 
France, merely because, the prints there 
omit tlio.se parts of our documents that are 
personal against Napoleon. 1 remember, 
that, when, in answer to some of our offi¬ 
cial accusations against Buonaparte, in 
which he was roumlly charged with usur¬ 
pation in France, and with being a fo¬ 
reigner, atptbe same, time, he made seine 
very ugly and unmannerly remarks, those 
remarks,were omitted in the translations 
made by our prints. And, shall we, then; 
Itiail these same prints of ours, upon the 
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ground of similar omissions in the French 
prints, argue, that there i* a grinding despo¬ 
tism exisllag in that country ? Tiiey might, 
for me, if it were not, that it was a 'source 
of most dangerous deception, leading u* to 
^hopc for some aid, on a future day', at 
rewst, from discontents prevailing in France, 
•which discontents exist no where but in 
the wishes of the cueiiiics of iNapoleon.— 

^ It never can be too often repealed, that 
there is no ground for such hope, or at 
least, that tliere has not appeared tlie 
smallest proof of it. 

Ti+e li.'iPEDnios.-1 had resolved 

never to write a word upon this subject; 

“ but, really, when one considers the magni¬ 
tude of the thing, it would argue a species 
i)i political contumely to pass over its ex- 
isiiaice, in silence, and to leave thereof no 
trac^ wlialcve* in a worb entitled a Politi¬ 
cal Ue;;istcr.- On the supposition that 

it may be a subject of a future day, I will 
first give a snccinct’history of it, tmd then 
otier some reflections as to the end it ap¬ 
pears, and is said, to have in view, propor¬ 
tioned to the means it contains.-It is 

now nearly about nvo tnonths since the 
troops licgati to collect in order to be em¬ 
barked on •this undertaking. The Expe- 
clilTon sailed from our shores on different 
days ; but, the time of its sailing may be 
considered to have been the ‘28tii of July. 
Its achievements will, of course, be*re- 
corded in the proper place, amongst the Of¬ 
ficial Papf-rs ; and, therefore, I shall now 
proceed to put upon record an account of 
itsstraigt/i, which, according to the. best in¬ 
formation that 1 am able to obtain, is as 


follows :- 

LAND FOUCF-S. MEN. 

Cavalry ------- 2,600 

Artillery ------ a,0M0 

(juards ------ I 2,878 

Infantry of the line 

. Waggon-train ----- 1-J.O 

StaU'. 100 

• _ 


43,700 

NAVAL FORCE. 

41- Ships of tlic line averaging 


600 men ------ 26,400 

§0 Frigates and Brig.s, averag- * 
ing 200 men ----- 2 f,000 

130 Armed Cutters, Revenue 
and Excise Cutlers and (inn 
Brigs, averaging 40 men ^ - 6,000 

600 Transports, averaging 16 

men^. - - . - - - - 6,600 


Total aumber qf Men - - lOJ^OO 


■77ic Expedition. 

[I74i 

CANNONS. 

4 4 Ships of the line at 74 each 

3,256 

do Frigates and Brigs fit 36 each 

2.160 

130 (-’utters and GuiwBri^s at 8 


each ------- 

1,200 

Total number of Cannon, exclusive 


offietd-pkcca^- - - - 

6,016 


This, then, is the amount of the force; 
103,700 men, 834 ships of war and trans¬ 
ports, and 6,610 pieces of heavy camion ! 
Where are now the Morning Chronicle 
and Ills elaiiiorous brethren, who complain 
o\'want,of vigour in the present uiinistry 

-Now, as to the end coinparad with 

these means, if, a.s is said to be the case, 
the Expedition is destined to destroy thir¬ 
teen ships of war, iniilt'bjt .Napoleon at Ant¬ 
werp (and the budding of sliips there, was 
until the eve of the Expedition a subject 
of with our new.f-papers if this 

be tlie object iff the Expedition, it must be 
confessed, that the means are tpiite suQi- 
cieiiL I'or the purpose, or, at least, .suflicient- 
ly expensive, 'i'iie bare provmoning of 
the Ex);edition, the bare food, at the 
stated allowance, will cost more than 
10,000/. a day; the hire of the tran.sports 
will cost 6,')00/. a day more ; and, this is 
not nearly Italf the expence; so that .sup¬ 
posing the ships to be all seventy-fours, 
and to have cost a thousand pound a gun, the 
expence of our armament already amounts 
to twice as much as the said 13 ships 
are worth.—But, there are some persons, 
who, so far from expecting worethan the de¬ 
struction of these vessels to be accomplish¬ 
ed, appear to be quite satisfied with what is 
already done; aiul are even afraid, that for 
want of that astonishing fore.sight, pru¬ 
dence, caution, and wisdom, so visible in 
most of the officers, lately employed in 
Basque Roads, our Expedition may, pos¬ 
sibly, atleiript too much, and, thereby, be 
“ annoyed,” instead of coining back safe, 

sound, and unruliled.-Now, in order to 

remove all alarm from the minds of such 
persons, we have only to take a little elpser 
view of*the comparative magnitude of 
our force. 'I’lic Island of Walchereii, the 
’ whole of which we have, by, this time, 
captured, is .said to be about 8 or 9 miles 
in diameter, and, as its form i-s nearly cir¬ 
cular, it i.s, of course* from 21' to 27 miles 
in circumfejgnce. Now, the ships, which 
we have sent ag.Viq^t it, taking iheia from 
• die point of the bowsprit to that of the jib- 
boom, measure 22 mileA 5 furloDgs, and 
67 yards; so that, if twiy w«r« Uc4 
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to one another, and placed all round the 
island, thgy woul(^ be within a very few 
yards of touching each other, and one 
might go rouivi tBe island from deck to 
deck without the help of a boat.—That 
is one view of the thing. Another is, 
that our .ships, if swung at anchor, would, 
with barely anchorage room etiAugh, 
teach from England to Walcheren; and 
our men, if placed in a single rank, 
within arms length of one another, would 
teach from England to Walcheren, and 
round the islarirJ of Walcheren besides. 
The men, thus placed, would reach 121- 
English mile.s, consequently, if drawn up 
three dap, and in pretty close order, they 
would form a complete wall round the 

whole island !-Are there still those who 

entertain “ apyrelumsions for the safety ol 
our gallant army?” Come, then, let us 
set their hearts at rest. To such persons 
be it known, that the population of Wal- 
cherert, the whole of the population, men, 
women, and children, is stated at 20,000. 
This being the case, the enemy might, 
upon a pinch, supposing us to lose all our 
arm.s and ammunition, and not to possess 
any other mode of destruction, the enemy 
might, I say, be eaten in the space of about 
five or six days, as will appear most satis¬ 
factorily from the following calculation. 
Our men are allowed, each day, I lb. of 
meat, 1 lb. of bread, and about a couple 
of pounds of peas, butter, &c. besides cocoa 
or burgoo. Taking their food, therefore, 
at 4-lb. a man each day, the total weight 
eaten a day would be 414,8()()lbs. And, 
if we take the inhabitants at 100 lb. each^ 
children and all. one with another, it will 
be seen, that life total of their weight 
(2,000,000 lbs.) falls considerably short of 
♦hat of tile weight of five day’s eatables for 
the soldiers and sailors employed by us in 

this expedition.-^What might be done, if 

necessary, i n th e way of s poi 1 i ri g t h e ha rvest 
of the Walcherencrs, by shutting out the 
eun from their fieldswith thecanva.ss of our 
ships,] cannot take upornne precisely to 
asewtain ; but, my opinion decidedly is, 
that the whole of the wheat fields, at least 
(supp’o.sing the Walchereners to sow iii our 
proportioti^ might be ruined in that way; 
and, certain I am, that we have, in this 
Expedition, a siiflicie^ncy of cordage t6 tie 
up and bring olf in tow, every thing stand¬ 
ing upon the face of the eafjtjijn^ the island. 
-^-Hush your fears, jll^ni, you who en¬ 
tertain “ apprehengians” for the safety 
of the army, or life fleet, as long, I mean, 
as th^ confine inei^sejves to the island of 
■ ) 


Walcheren. I beg you to mind that; for, 
the moment they set their foot upon the 
main l^nd, there my calculations cease. 
I can beat the Walchereners by computa¬ 
tion ; I can beat them either by measure¬ 
ment or by weight; but, if you get me 
upon the continent, my arithmetic is dofie 

for.-As the ministers must have had 

the means of ascertaining the situation of 
the Scheldt, from its mouth to Antwerp, 
it is not jjrobable, I think, that, with suck 
a force, tlie destruction of the ships and 
arsenal can fail, especially iL as is said 
to be the case, the French have no afmy, 
of any consequence, near the spot. But, 
mercy on us! docs such an enterprize de¬ 
mand such a force? To lake a place like 
Flushing, and the island on which it 
stands, used to be a service for a line of 
battle ship, a frigate, a sloop or two, and a 
couple of battalions of soldiers, ft is, how¬ 
ever, agreed, that thi.Sj is only a prelimi¬ 
nary step; but, if such a service as the des¬ 
truction of the ships in the Sebeklt and 
the arsenal at Antwerj), if such a service 
reijiiire.s sur li a force, and that, too, at a 
time when Naiiolcon’s armies are all en¬ 
gaged elsewhero, what is to become of u.s, 
when he has settled the aflairs of the con¬ 
tinent?-This port of Antwerp is of 

very great importance, I know ; but, we 
can do no more than just demolish the 
ship's and works ? We. cannot destroy 
the immense forests, whence the sltip 
timber conies; nor can we by such de¬ 
struction, greatly retai*l the progress of 
Mapoleon in forming a navy. It is good 
to destroy these ships and this arsenal ; 
very good ; but the riicaus arc, beyond 
all bounds, too large. It is evident, that, 
if it requires such means to eftect such an 
ol^ect, w^e must be beaten in the end. 

-^'Fhe news-papers, calling themselves 

Of>pV)sitiou papers, aflect to believe, that 
the ministers have sent out this superabun¬ 
dant force, in order to render failure im¬ 
possible, lest by a failure they should lose 
their places. Oh, no 1 This makes no part 
of their motive. They kept their places 
safely enough in spite of the fate ot the 
,Expedition in Spain; in spite of such 
disgrace and calamity as was never before 
e.\|ierienced by an army of any nation , in 
spite of such a routing, such confusion in 
flight, such havock and such destruction, 
that, from |liat day to this, I believe, no re¬ 
gular ofliciai return of the killed, wounded, 
and missing, has ever been published. 
Wh^', in spite ofall this, the ministers had 
* m/ijority of nearly two to dne; aye, and 
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that, too, upon this very question of the 
Expedition to Spain. Need they, after 
that, fear that my failure, naval or milita¬ 
ry, will drive them from their places ? 
They know better j and, therefore it is 
no such view, that they have fitted 

oifr this itnmense force.-My opinion 

. ^s, tliat they had ivhat they thought a 
very fine game to play. They believed 
in the reality oi insurrections in the North 
of Germany; and all the neatly-dished 
. up stories about the “ gaflant Schill” 
(they are all gallant fellows who will 
fightion our side, as long as they remain 
on our side) and the “ gallant Duke of 
Brunswick Ofxs.’' They seem to have 
believed all these, and for reasons too 
evident to mention, to have resolved upon 
a grand ofli)rt^for the recovery of Hanover ; 
wliioh measure they combined, by the 
advice of Sir Home Popham (who I 
have heard, has always been a great ad¬ 
vocate for an expedition against Walche- 
ren) the present o|)eralions with that 
against the French in Hanover. The bat¬ 
tle of VVagram, and the armistice, which 
immediately followed it, havtng defeated 
the project as far as related to Hanover, 
it Remained either to do nothing at all, to 
relatid ail the facines and gabions and 
sand-bags, and (which would have been 
a very serious matter indeed) to baulk the 
ardent zeal of all the Staff and the Cfim- 
raissaries and the Quartermasters and the 
Paymasters and the Contractors, &,c. &.c. 
&c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &.C. &c. &c. &c. 
&c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. it remained, 
either to do this, or to make war upon 
Walcheren and Antwerp. As to the po¬ 
licy, or the Justice, of an Kxpedition for 
the sake of the North of (jermatty, and 
particularly for Hanover, 1 shgll leate 
those for the reader to discuss ; but, the 
Expedition being prepaitd, it was, 1 thmk, 
right to employ it, especially as the ob¬ 
jects now in view are, in themselves, really 
desirable. Therefore, I do not find fault 
with the magnitude of the force. It was 
intended for a greater purpose, and there 
is no harm in applying it to a less, espe¬ 
cially as there appears to be not the 
smallest doubt of its success. It is, in¬ 
deed, like setting a pack of hounds upon 
a rat. It cannot escape. The ships and 
arsenal must be destroyed, unless the in- 
* tention were not to do it; and tfeis we can¬ 
not beliij^e.—Yet, if Buonaparte were to 
reach Antwerp himself, or if one of his 
Dukes were to reach it, with a strong body 
of men, I wotild not answer, that th^on- 


terprize would be wholly free irom risk. 
They are a hard-hcaited and bloody- 
minded race of men. "They would not 
mind, the least in the wflrld^^ending John 
Earl of Chatham home again with what is 
called ajf7c« in his ear. Y^es, yes; if they 
should reach Antwerp first, and with a 
strong body of troop*i I would not lay 
fifty to one that the object, small as it is, 
will be accomplished at all. Of one 
thing, however, we may be pretty cer¬ 
tain, that Lord Chatham will take care 
to keep open his retreat j and, there¬ 
fore, worst come to worst, there can be 
no danger of any loss on onr part, es¬ 
pecially if our naval men should be in- 
spired by the example of those most pru¬ 
dent ollicers, the commanders olf Basque 
Roads, who seem, IVom Tbe evidence taken 
before the Court-Martial, fately held at 
Portsmouth, to have foreseen danger in all 
its shapes and sizes; to have been, in this 
respect, gifted*with a sort of se.cond-sight; 
to have liad ocular intimacy with not-yet- 
existing evils, as jjigs are said to see the 

risinij wind.-Upon the whole, we may, 

1 think, look forward witli confidence to 
the destruction of the ships in the l^cheldt 
and of the arsenal at Antwerp ; but, any 
thing further, I, for my part, do not ex¬ 
pect; and, as to our teep/ng tltjc island of 
Walcheren, we can no more do it ’till next 
March, than we can get and keep Paris, 
which, at this time of day, even loisd Li¬ 
verpool will hardly think practicable, 
without at least, mutli more trouble than 
it would be worth while to take about it. 
The French can go over to this island upon 
the ice; and if they could not, the force 
constantly kept up thei%(, and fed from 
England, must be very great indeed. 
Every slick of fuel must be carried from 
England. In short, it would take the re¬ 
venue and produce of one of our counties 
to keep that little island lor any length of 
time. 'I'hat, therefore, is a project too 
mad, I think, to be thought of. With the 
destruction of the ships and the arsenal, 
and wilh^the demoliiion of Flushing,* we 
must content ourselves ; but, upon the ac- 
^ complishment of these objects we may, I 
think, safely rely. • 

Naval Phizes.— A correspomlint in- 
fornls me, that tlie AJvkobn: ii igate, Capt. 
Manhy, early in this war, sent m her boats 
to take or destroy all the large fisliing- 
decked boats at JUl pee ;* that they suc- 
•cceded, brought I o^^hem over to Ports¬ 
mouth, and burnt as ni^y more ; “ that, 
“ aftor lon^ delay, the Acre sold foj 700 
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rogatory to the jcharacter of the Court, to 
sulfer the Notice of a Motion to stand over, 
which proposes * to rescind from the 
Journals of its proceedings, a Vote passed 
on the lilh of April last, after the fullest 
deliberation, expressing the thanks and 
gratitude of the Court to G. C. WartUc* 
esq. for the zeal, intrepidity and patriot- < 
ism, which he so eminently evinced by ex¬ 
hibiting and substantiating serious charge.s 
against the late Commander in Chief,’ 
—do hereby request your lordship to call, 
upon an early day, an especial (fourt of 
Cointnon Council, for the purpose of .con¬ 
sidering the same.” 

[The Requisition being read, his lordship 
stated that he had received a letter from 
Mr. J\MEs Dixon j a letter, the reading 
being paid by thei jVu6/fc and not by the ! of which aftbrded no sinall-degree of 

Darlies haviner^ranfs hpfore ihein ? Thiu i 


»' pounds, out of which 600 pounds went 
in law and other charges; and that 
" while one man ef law got for the con- 
" demnation of e^ph boat nine pounds ten 
*• shillir^s, theffsiilors, who were fired at by 
" the French for live hours, did not get, 
“ for each, the price of a glass of grog.” 

■-It really is higlj,time, that the minis¬ 

ters, or the parliament, or the king, or 
somebody having the power to do it, should 
make an alteration in these matters. 
What, in tJie name of common sense, pre¬ 
vents the estabiisliing of a simple and 
prompt mode of decision iii such cases.’ 
Why .should there not, in war timp, be a 
couple^ of commissioners at each of the 
ports, with power to examine the papers 
and decide at once, without fee or reward. 


parlies having‘cases before them? This 
system of court-fees is a thing most hos¬ 
tile to justice. lArid, besides, is there 
common sense in making those who lake 
prizes pay the judges and lawyers, when 
the money so paid takes from the induce¬ 
ment not only to do services by sea, but 
also from the inducement to enter the 
navy.-This is a subject of fearful im¬ 

portance to the nation, and e.specially at 
this time. And what is there that statid.s 
in the way of a reform of the abuse ? Is 
there awy man, no matter who be be, that 
will say, that the thing is right ? Will any 
one say, tliat it is not wrong ? Why, llitn, 
not amend it r 

W«. COBRETT 

Botky, Thursday, 1 Oih August, 1809. 

Proceedings of a Special Court of Com¬ 
mon Council of the Cn v of Lonjion. 
Held in consequence of a Notice of 
a Motion given by Mr. James Dixon, 
to RESCIND the Vote of '1'iian'ks to 
Col. Wardlk, jiassed on the 0th of 
April last. 

On Tuesday, the 1st of August, was 
held by summons from the Lord Mayor, a 
Special Court of Common Council, in con¬ 
sequence of aRtjquisitiou for that purpose 
signed by several Members of the Coui;t. 
At half past 12 his lordship took the 
Chair, and shortly addressed the Meeting, 
by stating that the Members of the Court 
had been .summonetl by his direction, in 
consequence of the following Requisi¬ 
tion :— , 

"My Lord;—M^e,* the undersigned 
Members of the Qtrtirt of Common Coun- 
til, deeming it /liglily improper and de-< 

i • 

) 


amusstnent to almost the whoI<?Court.] 

" New Dridge-street, 31st July 1809. 

" My Lord Mayor —1 am much sur¬ 
prised at the summons your lordship has 
issued for a Special Court of Common 
Council, to be held to-morrow, to take 
into consideration the notice which I gave 
at the last Colirt, of my intention to bring 
forward, alter the Recess, a motion to ex¬ 
punge from t he Journals the Resolution of 
tile 'riianks of the C'ourt, on the tilh of 
April last, to Mr. Wardic.—1 did not at 
that time, nor do 1 w ish at present, to pre- 
clutfe the party interested the opportuni¬ 
ty of re-establishing liim.scll' in the good 
opinion of his foilow-cilizens, by the ap- 
pe.Tl he intends to make to the justice of 
the connlry, in the prosecution he has 
publicly declared he will institute for Per¬ 
jury, against tlie witnesses who were ex¬ 
amined, on the part of the Plaintili; in a 

recent Trial at Wcsiminstcr_As the in- 

tefval of [he Rcce.ss for wiiich the Court 
of Common Council was, as usual, ad- 
joimied, will, as IVndeiistaiul, allbrd him 
that opportunity, i thought it right, niidef 
the circumstances in which the corpora¬ 
tion wa.s placed, by the Vote of 'I'hanks, 
to give the notice, reserving to myself the 
alternative of bringing it forward at the 
first Court after the Recess, or not, intend- 
,.i»g, in that respect, to be guided alto¬ 
gether by the result of the prosecution 
for Perjury, if instituted.—1 therefore beg 
leave to inform your lordship, that I shall 
not atteml tho Court on Tue.sday. 1 am, 
my Lord, Sic. James Dixon.” 

[The laughter occasioned-by thi general 
contents of this unique production having, 
after some short lapse of time, subsided,] 
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Mr. Millxh addressed the Court, and 
stated, that the author of the Letter that 
had been just read, and of the extraordi¬ 
nary notice that bad on a former ■occasion 
been given of a motion to rescind the 
v^te ot '1 hanks passed by that Court to 
cot^*Wardle, having thought proper to 
desert liis post, he should himself take 
the liberty of moving, tliat the Vote of 
Thanks to col. Wardle should be expunged, 
lixtraordinary as such a motion might 
from him appear, he deemed ft his duty to 
bring it forward, with a view of bringing 
to imiiiediate decision a (piestion, which 
neither the dignity of lliat Court, nor the 
justice due to col. Wardle, could with 
any degree of propriety, after notice of 
such a motion, be suOered to hang in sus- 
pence at the j)leasure or caprice of the 
gentleman with whom it originated. I'he 
propriety of this motion, abandoned, mis¬ 
shapen, and hideous as to ordinary capaci¬ 
ties it might appear, he should leave to 
others to decide; but he could not help 
thinking that the desertion of its original 
author was an incontrovertible proof that 
he neve-r did seriously intend to.pcrsevere 
in it; deserted, however, as it had now 
avowedly been, it was liis determination 
to persevere in endeavouring to obtain 
the deci.sion of the Common Council of 
the City of London on so important a 
fjuestion. Hut .as in thus introducing flic 
subject it evas by no means his intention to 
become the parent of such an ollspring, 
he should not enlarge upon a topic on 
which he felt so little satisfaction; and 
would, therefore., conclude by moving tlie 
following Amendment on the Resolution 
voting the Thanks of the Court to col. 
Wardle, passed by the Court on the (ith 
of April last.—" I'hat the Court having, o« 
the bth of April last, voted to Mr. Wardle a 
gold box, with the freedom of the City, atjd 
Uieir thanks for his zeal and integrity in the 
discharge of his duties as a member of 
parliament, and b( iiig dbnvlnccd that that 
Vote had been improperly entered into, 
now resolved to expunge the same.”— 
The Amendment being read, 

Mr. Alderman GooDiiEUEiiE addre.ssed 
the Court:—My Lord Mayor, I latnent 
not less that it should have become ne¬ 
cessary to urge a decision of the question 
which has been created by the notice of 
a motion so extraordinary, than the neces¬ 
sity that w'as proved to have unhappily 
existed for that investigation, the result 
’of which called forth the marked appro¬ 
bation of the conduct of coL Wardle, not 


only by this Court, but by almost every 
public body throughout the kingdom: 
for to me 1 do confess vhis motion does 
appear to be most adinirisi>ly calculated to 
lay prostrate before the. gootf sense of the 
nation, the honour, the dignity, and the 
consistency of the Corporation of London, 
and I do maintain, ibgt to ellect such a 
purpose, no measure could have been more 
perfectly adapted, or more ingeniously 
contrived. Of the motives of the gentle¬ 
man with whom the motion originated, 
I do not feel myself at liberty to enter 
upon an inquiry, and whatever may be 
my opiition on this point, that opinion 1 
will not express; but 1 will say, tjiat 1 
think it would have added consistency, at 
least, to the character of the gentleman 
who has so gravely aift/tunced bis deter¬ 
mination to take no share* in the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Court this day, if he had 
boldly' and manfully attended in per¬ 
son the discussibn oi that question, which 
he, ajid he alone, origuialiy provoked. It 
does certainly appear to have been par¬ 
ticularly incumbent on that gentleman to 
have attended in his place this day, in 
conlbrinity to the summons of your lord¬ 
ship, and to have stated publicly’ tlte rea¬ 
sons by which he was induced to give a 
notice so extraordinary, of a motion so un¬ 
precedented. With re.spect. to the,suspen¬ 
sion of any further proceeding on the no¬ 
tice that was given, until the presumed, 
OB indeed merely aliedged, impropriety of 
conduct in col. Wardle should have been 
decided, it appears to me that such delay 
were not less cruel than urijii.st, improper, 
and inconsistent with the Impartiality and 
dignity of this Court; and I the more re¬ 
gret the absence of the worthy gentleman, 
Irom myf utter incoiiipeiency to conjecture 
by what arguments a measure so irrecon¬ 
cilable with common scn.se and equal 
justice, could be attempted to be ju.stified. 
To col. Wardle, wlio alone had the cou¬ 
rage to institute the investigation, and the 
perseverance to bring it to that successful 
issue, for which he ha^received the Thanks 
of a great majority of the people of the 
United Kingdom, the entire merit ol‘ the 
’result of (hat inquiry is unquestionably 
due, and for his great and mcritonous ex¬ 
ertions in that arduous undertaking, it is 
now incontestibly kndWn, llnit he has re¬ 
ceived no consideration, or reward what¬ 
ever ; but that wliicdi liis ttxalied and dis¬ 
interested mind is fully cafiable of cor¬ 
rectly appreciating, the sfocere demonstra¬ 
tion of the gratitude o{ ms countrymen. 
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Col. Wardle had no secret purpose to an¬ 
swer, no private ends to gratify, and that 
he had no pecuniary motives, it is not pos¬ 
sible even for tho most strenuous defender 
of corruption' to deny ; for the very ten¬ 
dency of the accusations with which he 
has been assailed, is to sltew that he has 
sacrificed not only-Jais time but his fortune, 
by those patriotic and unexampled exer¬ 
tions which have rendered him not less 
the object of regard to the people, than 
of terror to those by whom they have so 
long been plundered, but, my Lord, I 
do hope and trust that we know how to 
eslimate correctly the conduct of rthe man 
who has made these important sacrifices; 
who, influenced solely by motives of the 
purest patriotism, has beeif induced volun¬ 
tarily to place hitnself in a public situation, 
most arduous, and of difficulty beyond all 
example; and as no circumstances have 
occurred since die Thanks of this Court 
were voted to col. Wardle, ^hicli can in the 
slightest degree lower him in the estima¬ 
tion or opinion of any fair and candid man, 
I think it is a duty that weowe to justice, 
to the country, and to ourselves, to give him 
our support, and thus manifest to the peo¬ 
ple of the United Kingdom, that we are not 
to be blindly, or tamely led away by the 
clamour and fury of an exasperated fac¬ 
tion. By the adoption of that motion, 
we should be forging for ourselves chains 
and fetters, and finally must throw ourselves 
into the very midst of that vortex of cor¬ 
ruption, which it is our professed and only 
object to annihilate. And to pass over in 
silence, and without decision, the extraor¬ 
dinary motion suggested by the notice of 
the worthy gentleman, would be produc¬ 
tive of evil almost equal to that of the 
adoption of the proposition which it urges; 
for supposing that it were to be no further 
agitated, all further inquiry into the exis¬ 
tence of corruption would be instan¬ 
taneously Checked, and die important, 
nay incalculable, advantages that must 
arise to the country from such necessary 
inv«stigation wouhl jie suspended, by this 
notice of a motion of censure hanging up, 
in teiTorcin, over the head of a man whose 
exiraorduvary exertions have brought to’ 
light transactions so extraordinary, so dis¬ 
graceful, and so incredible as they did 
appear, until actually and incontrovertibly 
proved. Of the transcendent merit of 
col. Wardle, and of the gratitude due to 
him ffom the People of England, such, 
my Lord, is my^pinion, that I have no 
hasitatioii in screwing, that no reward 


could have appeared to me too great t* 
have been offered by a grateful people to 
a friend so true, so firm, and so devoted 
to the interest of his country. I am per¬ 
fectly ready to admit that we have all po¬ 
litical prejudices. At the same time J*' 
must be admitted, that in the degret of 
force and bigotry with which they operatfe 
on the human mind, the difference (in 
different men) is most important; and I 
cannot avoid remarking, that the worthy 
gentleman who gave the notice of this 
motion, has voted for very many measures 
that have had an undisguised tendency to 
bolster up the transactions of the admiiiis-. 
trations of the day; whether the ground 
has been substantial or otherwise, to him 
it seemed to matter not; he has certainly 
never hesitated to put the country to any 
expcnce, however great, wliich had for its 
object the support or gratification of the men 
to whom, for the time being, he deemed it 
prudent to give that'support; ^lut sorry I 
cm to say,that for those patriotic exertions 
which have by the voices of a great majori¬ 
ty ofthe people of the United Kingdom been 
most gratefully acknowledged, as of most 
essential benefit and importance to the 
vital interests of the nation, his name is 
not to be tound in the list of those who 
have publicly expressed their gratitude. 
It has been very loudly urged by the lew 
who are of a similar opinion with that of 
the worthy gentleman, that the late Trial 
at law appears to have implicated in its 
consequences the merits and character of 
col. Wardle; but I must positively deny 
that this circumstance, whatever it may 
have been, can form with us the smallest 
particle of matter for our consideration. 
Whether the imputation on the character 
of col. W. be true or false, this transaction 
can make no possible difference to us, Jt 
matters not a jot, and I would only ask 
any gentleman who now hears me, where 
we should have found any other man who 
would have undertaken that which col. W. 
not only undertook, but that in which he 
persevered with intrepidity and constancy 
unparalleled, and in the prosecution of 
which he sacrificed both his time and his 
property ? The only point to which we 
have to look is the issue and effect of the 
Investigation. Now, as convincing proof 
ofthe charges made.by Mr.W. being actu¬ 
ally brought Home to the party accused, 
it is certaml)' more immediately incum¬ 
bent on us to give the strongest tekiniony in 
our power ofthe gratitude we feel. Drought 
.to feel, towards coL W., than to be delibe- 
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ratingwhetherheshallnotbedepmedoftll 

the merit of hi* conduct. To.ihase t^ho 
can pretend to argue that a question of 
account between col. W. and any o’ther 
person ought to form a subject for our con- 
f ideration, I really deem it superfluous to 
any reply. But, if the worthy gen- 
tteman was here to support his (^wn pro¬ 
position, I would certainly ask of him now 
it happened, in voting, at a vast expence, 
a Monument to Pitt, the well-known dis- 
jegard of that Minister to alT matters of 
personal expence, even to the total neglect 
of payment of all his tradesmen’s Bills; 
that lact did not occur to the worthy gen¬ 
tleman as a reason for withholding so 
splendid and costly a testimony of appro¬ 
bation ; and as the scrupulously delicate 
morality of the worthy gentleman is so ex¬ 
tremely squeamish, and his regard for 
the improper distribution of the thanks of 
this court so accurately sensitive, it may, 
perhaps, with some, *be a matter of no 
small surprize, that no foible in the private 
character and conduct of the great Nelson 
fiiould have occurred to prevent the wor¬ 
thy gentleman from promoting*, as he did 
most forwardly, the Monument voted bv 
this Court, to the memory of that most il- 
lusiiTous character. But no objection in 
either of these, instances was even bint(‘d at 
by the worthy gentleman, whose sensitive 
part was probably at that moment asleef), 
but for which he might have sought in the 
private defects of the non payment of Iris 
tradesmen’s bills by the one, and in a sus¬ 
pected illicit coirnection by the other: pre¬ 
cisely the same amount of objection as that 
which seenrs alone to form the basis of the 
motion, to rescind the Resolution passed 
by tills Court for a Vote of Thanks to col. 
W.—I dare say the worthy gent, would* 
think it somewhat extraordinary, u|ton 
his own grounds, a motionNvere to be now 
made to rescind the Resolutions, by which 
thanks* vr ere voted to Mr. Pitt and lord 
Nielson. It is in truth most remarkable, 
that in the present instance, where, from 
the exertions by a single individual, the 
country unquestionably derives advan¬ 
tages, tantamount to the greatest victory 
ever obtained either bj'^seaor by land, the 
worthy gentleman's morality should be so 
suddenly awakened. In saying that the 
exertions of col. Wardle have been of 
equal importance with the greatesli victory, 
I am convinced that 1 am perfectly cor¬ 
rect ; for if the success of the enemy 
depends on the final ruin of our re¬ 
sources, it is m>t possible to estimate tbe 


advantages that rjiust inevitably be derived 
from those exertions, whicii have so suc¬ 
cessfully tended to represS that corruption 
which fi^s long been safipin^ the very 
vitals of the national re.source8 ; and most 
certain it is, that unless the enormous cor¬ 
ruption that is now so irrefragably dis¬ 
played in the broad fat* of day, he eft'ec- 
tually checked, a country so circumstanced 
is in great danger of becoming finally an 
easy victory to an enemy.—Were any 
proof wanting of the elRct of the exertions 
of col. W., the resignation of the IJuke of 
York might satisfy the most incredulous, 
for by the evidence brought forward oft 
the investigation, was that event produced. 
This, of itself, is a fact conclusive of th» 
unquestionable merit of col. W. But the 
abuses that have been deposed by him in 
the patronage of the (lliurch* and in the 
Army, in the sale of Seats in Parliament, 
in the India House, and other departments, 
are so numerous, as to render argument 
on so glaring a subject wholly superfluous; 
and there can be little hesitation in the 
mind of any unprejudiced man, in admit¬ 
ting that the savings which might he 
made in the various branches of the pro- 
iligal, profuse expenditure of Government, 
would amount to a sum not inlerior to that 
produced by the most obnoxious Tax to 
w hich a free country ever submitted ; it 
is hardly necessary to say that 1 mean 
that most abominable, oppressive, and un¬ 
just (because unequal) of all taxes, the In¬ 
come Tax. If we do hut .steadily perse¬ 
vere in that course of invesligatlou and 
iu(|uiry which the courageous exertions of 
col. W. liave opened, at!vantages must 
ultimately result, which vfill produce in- 
calcuhahlc ameudmeut and ameliuralion in 
the condition of the country. Whether 
tlic gentleman who originally instigated 
this question, had it in view, by the car¬ 
rying of his motion, to cxtinguisli for ever 
all further inquiry, I wall not take upon 
myself to say ; but it is absolutely neces- 
■sary to remove all doubt with the coinitiy, 
of what mav he the seatiments of the Coj- 
poration of the Citj' of Ixtndon on so iin-t 
jjortent an occasjon. Perhaps it may he 
presumed, that if Ke did flattet>himseif 
with the prospect of deriving any advan¬ 
tage from the carrying of this motion, it 
must have been that oP .stifling that eflu- 
sio.li of thanks to col. W. which so many 
persons in this kingdom arc* yet extremely 
d«sirous of expre.ssing,.; 7 -My Lord, the 
Corporation of the City or, London having 
a political character to mamtain, and hav- 
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ing^, for ratny years, thought it not only 
important, but indispensibiy necessary, to 
attend to the measures of the GoTernnient, 
the people at,lar^e of this country, do in¬ 
disputably look up to our decisions with 
very deep interest, and with most exceed¬ 
ing attention ; and to our determination 
the country at thi3®moinent looks up with 
a degree of anxiety, fully proportioned to 
the magnitude of the occasion, and the 
importance of the crisis at which we have 
arrived : the country at large waits but 
for our determination to support col. W. 
of which, if once assured, we may cer¬ 
tainly anticipate all that weight wll be 
added to our efforts in the Reformation of 
Abuses, which can be gi^m by the sup¬ 
port of a vast nvajority of the people of 
the United If ingdom. That the Corpora¬ 
tion will see, in its true light, the. neces- 
■ity of coming to a decision at this critical 
moment, I, for these reasons, anxiously 
hope and wish, although the original 
mover of the question, very contrary to 
my expectations and wishes, is now ab¬ 
sent. With these views of this important 
subject, I shall now move an Amendment, 
on which, I trust, .and indeed take it for 
granted, the Corporation will see the ne¬ 
cessity of declaring their sentiments, by a 
positive decision; for inasmuch as an indi¬ 
vidual cannot be expected, without great 
support, to effect so Herculean a task, it 
will not be denied that it requires .the 
united energies of all to co-operate with 
him in the arduous undertaking in which 
he has voluntarily and so nobly embarked, 
and if it shall be thought that we do re¬ 
quire Reform, a Reformation of Abuses, 
certain lam, that ultimate safety can be ob¬ 
tained only by the exertion of that auxi¬ 
liary assistance which col. W. neces¬ 
sarily rc(juires for the accomplishment of 
those objects, of which every one pro¬ 
fesses most anxiously to desire the attain¬ 
ment. 

[See the Resolutions at page 1.50;] 

Mr. Box perfectly agreed in the pro- 
pfiety of coming tePa decision oh the ques¬ 
tion before th*e Court. He was ready-to 
hold up his hand in favour of cel. Wafdle, 
and adihitted that the late Trial hud no¬ 
thing to do with the question ; the merit of 
col. W. he did not,mean to depreciate ; but 
at the same time, hoped the Court would 
reflect before^ it adopted the Resolutions 
which had been just'read, for Resolutions 
so extensive in -thmr application, ought,\n 
his opinion, to/iave been made a distinct 
quastion fpr mscussion. He thought if 
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quite improper that gentlemen should 
make this a party question, and sit in judg¬ 
ment on such high and exalted characters 
as Lord Castlereagh, and others, who 
have served their country for a number of 
years. [A loud laugh. ] 

Mr. Gkiefith felt, that if ever there'w-as 
a question which demanded the solemn, 
decision of the Court, it was that which 
was before them. The gentleman who 
had just delivered his sentiments had 
talked of party ; but he trusted there 
was but one party, and that party would 
maintain the government of the* coun¬ 
try ; but, if in that government there 
.should be found men who were a disgrace 
to the situations which they held, he, for 
one, felt it to be the duty of that Court, 
lo express its di.sapprobation of their con¬ 
duct.—He would ask whether Corruption 
had not, like a snail touched on the head, 
shrunk into its housp? Would it be ton- 
tended, that col. W. had not rendered the 
country most important services by the 
various inquiries which he had instituted, 
independent of the original investigation ? 
Had he nbt exposed the shameful prac¬ 
tice of selling Seats in Parliament ? had 
he not exposed the disgracefftl manner in 
which the patronage of the Directors of 
the East India Company had been di.s- 
posed of.!' In short, had he not exposed 
practices of cerruption all round us, and 
at almost every point. It must he ac¬ 
knowledged, and indeed, seemed to be ad¬ 
mitted, by his friend behind him, w’ho op¬ 
posed the Resolutions of the worthy alder¬ 
man, that col. Wardle had done a great 
deal for the country. Against that he had 
not yet heard a syllable, and his friend 
behind him had candidly admitted, that 
*the Trijil at law could not affect the merit 
of^ col. VV. nor ought to have any effect 
ifpon the opinion of the Court. With re¬ 
spect to the introduction of the names of 
.lord Castlereagh. Mr. Perceival, and others 
in high official situations, he, for his own 
part, thought that the higher the situations, 
the more necessary it became to have 
them filled with good servants; and cer¬ 
tainly, in order to have good servants, it 
is necessary to look w'ell after them. 
However high might be the situations 
which these men filled, he .saw no rea.son 
why they should not look them in the 
face, and tell them of their misconduct. 
That man who pays the enormous rates 
and taxes under which we labour, and 
twenty shillings in the pound, ought to 
hand down to posterity, untarnished^ those 
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I'lghts and liberties which were the pride 
and boast of Englishmen. On all occa¬ 
sions his fellow-citizens might look to him 
as a supporter of their rights, and certainly 
should never look to him in vain. He 
would, at all times, boldly censure the 
hi-gli and the mighty when they deserved 
•it, and protect, to the utmost of his ability, 
the weak and needy. 

Mr. Waithman.— Although I do not 
think that any arguments can be necessary 
to induce the Court to adopt the Idesolu- 
tions'of the worthy alderman, yet having 
taken an active part in the discussion when 
that Vote of Tliaiiks to col. Wardle was 
passed, which it is the object of the pre¬ 
sent motion to rescind, and having had 
the honour of bringing forward a similar 
Vote ot Thanks on other occasions, I can¬ 
not ^ufl’er the proposition that is now be¬ 
fore the Court to pass without observation, 
I regret, exceediiiglv, that the gentleman 
who gave the notice of this motion has 
not thought fit to attend, and give his rea¬ 
sons to the Coui't for that extraordinary 
notice. Ihit his Ic.wing thus shrunk from 
tlic discussion, certainly bettays a con¬ 
sciousness of a want of argument to support 
his motion,* 1 do not feel it necessary, or 
indexed possible, to say so much on this 
im|;tortar;t subject in the absence of that 
gentleman; for were he present,! might 
say some things tliat possibly would iie 
very unpleasant, and which I really know 
not how to say in his absence. Yet, I 
trust that I may bo justified in examining 
the conduct of that gentleman, tliough 
absent; and of inferring from that conduct 
such motives as it may fairly appear to 
warrant. I have not the smallest hesita¬ 
tion in now asserting that which I would 
certainly do to his face if he were jaresen#; 
that he has stated that which is not true; 
namely, that he gave nAtice of bringing 
forward this motion after the adjournment; 
for tKere is no such thing as an adjourn¬ 
ment of this Court. True it is, that for 
the general convenience of its members, 
it has at certain periods of the year been 
omitted to be called together; but I have 
never known aruinstance in which even 
one whole month has elapsed witliout 
this Court being called together. I 
have indeed more than once found that 
those who happened to have the ear of the 
Lord Mayor for the time beings take ad¬ 
vantage the interest they had with his 
lordship to get a convenient day ap¬ 
pointed, in order to smuggle through cer¬ 
tain propo»iti<Ais of their own. ]^t, my 


lordi with respect to the queBtioh now be¬ 
fore the Court, I must take the liberty of 
remarking, that the genlleman who gave 
the notice of this inotitin jpust surely be 
t he very pattern and quintessence of mo¬ 
rality, since he deems the alledged breachi. 
of a pecuniary engagement by col. War¬ 
dle of sulFicient impr i*ance absolutely to 
damn the whole merit to which he is un¬ 
questionably entitled, from his great and. 
meritorious exertions ; and not contented 
with entertaining, as an individual, an ab¬ 
stract notion so extraordinary, he mo¬ 
destly calls upon the Corporation of the 
City <)f<London, on no better ground than 
this, to rescind its own a( t, passed in a very 
full attendance of this Court, and after hav¬ 
ing undergone a serious and very inte¬ 
resting discussion. My Lord, the gentle¬ 
man opposite to me (Mr. knox), at the 
same time that he admits, with great rea¬ 
diness, that the Trial li^s nothing to do 
with the question of col. Wardle’s merits, 
think.s the Resolutions proposed by the 
worthy alderman too harsh in censuring 
the conduct of that high and exalted per¬ 
sonage, who has served the country so long. 
Lord Castlcrcagh and also others ; and 
this he make.s the stalking horse of his op¬ 
position ; but that trick I have seen too 
often played off to be for one moment de¬ 
luded by it, and so well, indeed, am I 
aware of this species of stratagem, that I 
even signified my suspicions before 1 came 
into court, that such a trick would be at¬ 
tempted by those who acted with the gen¬ 
tleman wlio gave the notice of the motion 
now before the Court. By wmy of illus¬ 
tration of the habits of that gentleman, I 
shall state a fact: That -gentleman (Mr. 
Dixon) himself came to me not long after 
the Trial, in which col. Wardle was in¬ 
terested, took place, and condoled most 
piteously on the piteous situation to which 
col. Wardle was reduced. " Oh !” says 
the gentleman, “ What a sad sad business 
“ is this ! You can’t think, Mr. Waith- 
“ man, how it hurts me. Indeed I am so 
" hurt! y\nd, besidas, what shall w e •do, 
“ you know we can’t, let the Thanks to 
him stand on the Votes now'. Oli ! I 
" am so hurt about this business you can’t 
"Uiink!!!” With this cant and hypo¬ 
crisy* he not only tried me, but he tried 
the Court all round, and at length, disco¬ 
vering that it would not do, he silently 
shrunk from the attempCfor that time. 
And this is not the only time that that 
gentleman has resorted to the cant of hy¬ 
pocrisy to carry on h« dti^igns, for | re- 
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member hi« coming to me on the occasion 
of a motion of Mr. Birch. Lord,” says 
he, “ what a foolish motion is this of Birch 
“ about No Popcrjf'” !! I do assert that he 
came to my’Sduse in the manner I have 
described. From his conversation I soon 
discovered that he had been w'ith the mi¬ 
nistry. He, howler, assured me, tliat 
W'e should “certainly negative,Birch’s 
“ foolish motion,” and away he went, 
leaving me in the full persuasion he felt 
much anxiety to negative Mr. Birch’s 
“ foolish motion about No Popery ;” and 
yet did this very gentleman afterwards ac¬ 
tually vote on the same side wjth Mr. 
Birch.in favour of his “ foolish motion.” 
But, notwithstanding these miserable shifts 
of canting hypocrisy, I will ask those 
vvho are now present, whether, in any 
single instant'c, 'his gentleman has ex¬ 
pressed the slightest degree of satisfaction 
at that discovery of abuses which gave to 
every true friend of his country, the gra¬ 
tifying prospect of a correction of the 
lavish expenditure of the public money ? 

I remember not even a solitary instance in 
which he has expre,sscd any satisfaction at 
any such discovery of public abuses and 
corruptions. That this apathy is not con¬ 
fined to that gentleman, was abundantly 
clear, from the expressions used by other 
gentlemen in a former discussion. At that 
time they arrogated merit to themselves 
for their forbearance to oppose the mea¬ 
sure under their consideration. “ We 
“ have made,” say they, “no opposition to 
“ the vote of thanks to col. Wardle, hut 
“ we object to ministerial threats, and to 
“ declaring that the D. of Y. was un-’ 
“ worthy of his. situation.” Such is the 
spirit by which those gentlemen are ac¬ 
tuated ; and I have felt conviction from 
repeated observations, that upon any ejues- 
tion having for its object the correction 
of public abuses, it was madness to look 
for the support or co-operation of any 
contractor, pensioner, placeman, or place- 
hunter—[Hear I hear!] In no instance 
whfB such a questi()p is brought forward, 
do the gentleman, and those wdo act with ^ 
him, omit to burst out into the old <;r 3 r, I 
that it is..a mere party quest! n, which irf 
<quite a wrong thing to agimte—quite im¬ 
proper for gentlemen to bring forward 
party matters. Is*lhere then, it may be 
asked, a party to support corruption ? In 
truth, if we may judge of the conduct of, 
the public prints, suph might be the infet- 1 


ence; for all those newspapers, with very 
few exceptions, .which during the investi¬ 
gation supported and commended the lau¬ 
dable exertions of col. Wardle, have sud¬ 
denly abandoned him, for no other reason 
as it should seem, but that the tendency of 
his measures to destroy corruption, has, 
at the same time, an ultimate tendency tOc 
destroy the influence of both the parties 
in this country, the Outs as well as the 
Ins. The notice of this motion, I cannot 
but consider in any point of view as most 
improper ; and as neither the gentletnan 
who gave that notice, nor any other.gen- 
tleman on his behalf, has thought proper 
to bring forward the question, 1 am deci¬ 
dedly of opinion, that such notice ought to 
be expunged from the record of our pro¬ 
ceedings.—We are now called upon to 
enter into a consideration of circumstances, 
that have occurred subsequently to* the 
Vote of Thanks, which was passed by this 
court to cOl. Wardle, on whose conduct 
we are required to sit in judgment, and, 
seriously weighing all the circumstances 
that make both for and against him, to ex¬ 
press our opinion of his conduct. It will 
be recollected, that when col. Wardle first 
brought forward his charges iij the House 
of CoinmoiJ.s, he had not, out of the whole 
body of the members compo.sing that assem¬ 
bly, the active support of one single indi¬ 
vidual. The difficulty and cndles.s trouble 
of detecting and substantiating the exist¬ 
ence of abuses, I hap|)ene.d to be personally 
enabled to appreciate very correctly ; for 
in the discovery and exposure of the 
enormous abuses that have been practised 
in Christ’s Hospital, I did incur a degree 
of trouble, labour, and anxiety, the extent 
of which was beyond what 1 could have 
^xpected to have been po.ssible ; and after 
all my dkertions, instead of receiving the 
thanks of those v; hoin jt was the object of 
my exertions to benefit, what did I meet 
with ? obloquy, persecution, and misre¬ 
presentation ; nay, the Vicar himself has 
iK)t scrupled to repre.sent me as an enemy 
to all religious and political establishments. 
That this gentleman has so many motives 
for feeling sore at the Institution of inquiry 
into'Public Abuses, I did not know, until 
I accidentally discovered that his brother- 
in-law actually enjoys a pension of no les.s 
than 1,700/. per annum for life, [Hear! 
hear !] so that.’belween the Vicar and his 
brother-ift-law, there are no trifling in¬ 
terests to protect.- (To he cofitinu^.) 
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‘‘ ne ground on which this Cewruption is defended is most curious. It is necessary, say those who 
** justify the existence of a corrupt venal Representation, that properly and influence thould be repre- 
•** sealed. What is meant by this 1 know not} are not property and influence represented by both the 
" King and the Aristocracy ? But mind whatthesc ingenious knaves would add to the natural influence 
of the different branches of our constitution; they would, on that natural influence, engraft a pur- 
“ chased, venal, and corrupt influence, not sanctioned by the constitution, absolutely hostile to its 
“ existence. .\ll wealthy men h^c a natural influence over every man who has not leisure or incKna- 
** tion to mix in the discussion of political sul^cts. This necessary and unavoidable Influence no poor 
'' man grudges to the rich ; it is a consequence which naturally arises out of the condition of society. 
“ BuJ although the poor mao grudges not this influence, it goes to his very heart to see the children of 
the corrupt and venal electors of some paUnj Uorouph provided for by places, while his own cbildiea 
“ are doomed to the worldiouse.” -Mii. Malle tt’s Speech at the Middlesex Meeting, 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Battle of Taiaveua. -This battle, 

the particulars of which will be found in 
the Official Dispatches, inserted below, 
appears, from those dispatches, to have 
been not less hard-fought on the side of the 
French, than it was glorious, in its result, 
to the English army and its Commander. 
We have licre another proof (Tf .such proof 
hud been wanted) of the decided superi- 
ori^y of Eri^lish over French troops, and, 
of course, an additional ground of confi¬ 
dence, that, if the battle should, at last, 
be to be fought here; if the independence 
of England should be to be fought for 
upon English ground, we shall, though 
we were to be inferior in numbers and ex¬ 
perience, finally succeed in expelling the 

enemy.-There has been great loss, on 

our side, in this battle ; and, such loss we 
are not well able to spare ; but, the glory, 
if all things be correctly stated, and if it 
should hereafter appear, that we pursue 
the enemy, does, in my estimq^ion, fSr 
•exceed the loss. Sir Arthur Wellesley, if 
all be truly stated,* has risked much, aftd, 
whil^j so doing, has certainly not been 
under the governance of that, almost 
tfipernatural circumspection, for acting upon 
which certain commanders appear, in a 
recent case, to have been much ap¬ 
plauded ; but, for ray part, as far as I can 
judge of the matter, the risk was prosper; 
it appearing to have been one of those 

cases where to I'isk was to he prudent. - 

There is, however, besides the loss of va¬ 
luable lives, something, belonging to this 
battle, to lament; and that is, the ground 
for dispuie^as to comparative strength, which 
is left by the dispatches of sir Arthur WeL 
lesley. 1 had to complain of this gentle¬ 
man before upon this same ground. The 


exaggerations and diminutions upon occa¬ 
sions of this sort, the direcUcontr-Ailictions 
which the opposite accounts contain, are 
so common and so notorious, that, to say 
the truth, little^ reliance is to be placed in 
official accounts of a battle. Since, there¬ 
fore, we had gained a triumph, and taken 
some cannon and standards; since we had 
thesfe proofs of victory to produce, it svii 
above all thing.s desirable, that, if the fact 
was so, we .should have been furnished with 
a detailed statement of tfie enemnfs superio¬ 
rity of numbers. -Sir Arthur Wellesley 

says that the army under him had to fight 
with “ more than double its numbers.” It 
is, therefore, particularly to be regretted, 
that he has no where stated what the force 
of the enemy was ; that he has no where 
furnished us with the means of judging of 
the amount of that force ; that he has no 
where stated the amount of the Spanish 
force, nor afforded us any means of judging 
thereof; that he has not even given u« 
one single phrase, by which we can be 
led to judge of the amount of his own 
force. The news-papers state without the 
least hesitation, that the French army con¬ 
sisted of forty or forty four thousand men, 
that the English army consisted of twenty 
thousand, which twenty thousand beat the 
said forty thousand, the Spanish army not 
having had the smallest share in the l*at- 
tle ; and, upon the supposition of these 
iinihbets being correct'. Sir Arthur con¬ 
firms this very flattering statement; for, 
in speaking of the battle, he calls it, " this 
long and bard-fonght action with more than 
double our numbers. -Now, I must con¬ 

fess, thongh very reloctantjy, that all th^ 
does not give me satisfaction. The Moni- 
iftg Chronicle says Whatever may 
“ be the value of the ultimate advantages 
“ to which it may lead» it ^,s with hewlfett 
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“ joy and pride tbet we congratulate the 
*' country upon the accession of glory 
" which it has derived frona a victory 
“ which will b^foi*ever memorable on its 
“ annals. Sir Arthur Wellesley lias in 
*' many instances eminently distinguished 
“ himself as a general, and had he done 
" nothing before, hia brilliant conduct oil 
" the lata occasion would entitle him to 
“ rank, in thc,^rjl Order of British Heroes. 
“ And such aii army ! Oh! that we could 
“ erect a monument to every man that 
“ fell; that wc had palms and crowns, 
■“ wealth and honours to bestow upon each 
“ survivor. But the imniortafc need na record 
“ oftlmir fame, and so long as the English 
‘‘ heart beats high at the recollection of 
“ devoted patriot!sni,VioZy zeal, and uncon- 
“ quered and luiconquerable valour, it will 
" require no better passport to its affec- 
“ tions, than / was in the buttle of Talavera,” 

— . -1 will not say any thing about “ holy 

“ zeal,” which phrase I rather dislike, as 
savouring a little of the wildish ; hut, for 
the rest, I cordially agree in the senti¬ 
ments of the Morning Chronicle ; but, 
then, this agreement has for its indispen- 
sible condition, that, the French army had 
the advanta 'e i)i point of numbers; and that 
they were m fact driven from the field of 
battle.-It lias been the constant prac¬ 

tice of our news-papers, when a battle 
with the French was in expectation, to 
represent the force of the French as being 
very much iiferior to the force expected 
to engage with it, whether belonging to 
ourselves or our allies, and, after a battle, 
it has been a practice not less constant, to 
represent the French force as ’ being 
greatly superior In numbers to the force 
against which it bad fought. 1 know 
of no exception; of not one solitary 
instance, wherein this has not been the 
case. It is not inore than fourteen days 
ago, that the ministerial papers stated the 
^imouhtof the Spanish army, ready to co¬ 
operate with ours, at tv7,000 men; our own 
army they stated »t 26,000, with sir Ar- 
thar Wellesley; while, the French army 
they reduced 'almost to nothings or, at 
least, they spoke of it in a way tor induce 
the public to believe, that it was quite 
unable to face the joint force, which we 
and the Spaniards had to bring against it. 
How, then, are w'e to account for the in¬ 
crease, the sudden increase, of the French 
force? How Jlre veto account for this 
total reverse of ciccuipstances, as to rela¬ 
tive force, in so a time?—But, is 

the^e nut gam^hill||j^aukwardi som^tUihg 


very defective (not to give it anyijiore 
pointed epithet) with respect to the Spa¬ 
nish force I. That force must have con¬ 
sisted of, at least, 40 or .50 thousand men, 
which, joined to our 20 thousand, gave the 
allied army sn decided a superiority over 
that of the French, that to talk of the "glory'* 
of the victory must be ridiculous, unless* 
the Spanish force did not act, did not come 
into the buttle. Sir Arthur Wellesley says, 
“ Your Lordship will observe, that the at- 
" lacks of tli^ enemy were principally, if 
“ not entirely, directed against the British 
“ troops. The Spanish Commander-in- 
" Chiel) his officers and troops, manifested 
“ every disposition to render us assistance, 
“ and those of them, which were engaged, 
“did their duty; but the giowni?, which 
“ they occupied, was so'importunt, and it* 
“ front at the same time so difficult, tjiat I 
" did not think it proper to urge them to 
“ make any raovemcilt on the left of tiie 
“ enemy while he was engaged with us.” 
-This passage i.s, to me, totally in¬ 
comprehensible. Let us see a little how 
the thing stands. The Spanish army were 
upon the right of the line; and, besides 
this, the Spanish infantry did, it seems, 
form two lines in the rear of the English 
arnl 3 ^ The fact is, that sir Arthur’s de¬ 
scription of the position previous to the 
battle is not to be understood by any one, 
wife was not there ; and, all we distinctly 
know from his dispatcli, is, that tlieia was 
a Spanish army present, which was not 
atuwked, and a very small part indeed of 
which was engaged. Well, now, bow 
came it to be so? " The ground they occu- 
“ pied was to imporiani, and its tront so 
“ difficult, that he did not think it proper 
“ to urge them to make any movement 
‘i while he w’as engaged.” Bless us! How 
is this? Whyw'ere they placed, then, iu 
such a " difficult’ front ? And, how could 
the ground be of importance in any way 
except that of being conducive t'o the 
defeat qf the enetn^ ? What, here are two 
wings of an army drawn up for battlo; 
the left wing is attacked by the whole of 
the enemy’s force; it is attacked by the 
whole, mind, or else away goes the state- 
menl about double our force ;—the left wing 
is attacked by the whole of the enemy’* 
fori.e, double in number to that of our left 
wing; the battle lasts about eight uud 
forty hdiys; it is so obstinate and bloody 
as to take offinkil1ed,wounded and missing, 
more than eveiy fourth man of the left 
wing; and yet, strange to relate, the ge-* 
nqfal commauding tJiat wing, due*, not 
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think it prap^ to urge the right wing, or 
any part of it, to come to his assistance ! 
And why, because the ground occupied 
by the right wing was “ so imporianf’ and 
tlie " front so difficult,” Very true. As 
much of this importance and difficulty as 
you please, at the outset; but, what need 
»vas there of occupying this ground any 
longer; why keej) the whole of the right 
wing standing upon that ground, when 
they could not possibly be wanted there, 
and when, for forty eight hours, the whole 
(mind that!) of the enemy’s force was 
engaged in repeated attacks upon the left 
wing, which, in point of numbers, was not 
half so powerful as that enemy ?—^'fhese 
questions should be answered. Nay, they 
demand an answer, especially as it ap¬ 
pears, that we have upwards of 5 thousand 
men, in killed, wounded and missing, while, 
of the Spanish killed,wounded and missing, 
there is no mention at all. Why, therefore, 
again I ask, did not the Spanish j)ai t of 
the army come forward to the assistance 
of ours? And, if they did not seem dis¬ 
posed to do it without, why were they 
not urged to come foi w'ard?. Again and 
again, I say, give me an answer to these 
questions.—;—-In stating the relative force 
of *1116 two armies, we are not to suppose, 
however, that the enemy will follow our 
example. He will include all those, who 
were drawn up against him, and whom, in lact, 
he did attack. He will not call it an army of 
20 thousand men that he fought with; 
but, prob;d)ly, an army of 100 thousand 
or upwards ; for, upon the most extraor¬ 
dinary supposition, that the whole of the 
enemy rushed upon the left w’ing, paying 
no more attention to the right wing than if 
it had consisted of so many stones or 
clods of earth; upon this most wonderfijl 
supposition, if it should be adoptelU by the 
world, the world .will give the eneqiy 
credit for having attacked the whole of 
tire army, right as well as left. Indeed, 
this is so obviously just, that any attempt to 
produce a contrary opinion must be treat¬ 
ed with contempt. What should we say, 
if the French, in giving an account of one 
of their victories, and in making a compa¬ 
rison of numbers, were to chuse to scon- 
•ider three fourths of their own numbers 
as constituting no part of their force dur¬ 
ing the battle ? Should we not laugh such a 
■tatement to scorn ? And if we make such 
statements shall not the world* laugh at 
«s ?-^Do we chuse to consider the Spa¬ 

nish troops as nothing ? I much question 
that. But^ it appaart to me, that we must 
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either insist upon it, boldly assert and 
abide by it, that the Spanish troops were 
to be looked upon as noHiing at all in the 
battle ; or, that the French were not 
double our number, and intact that the 
superiority of numbers, arid a very great 

superiority too, was on our side.-This 

leads us to what is by^far the most im¬ 
portant consideration, connected with our 
military operations in Spain. If the state¬ 
ments now laid before us be correct, the 
remaining force of sir Arthur Wellesley, 
including General Crauford’s brigade, can 
scarcely amount to more than twenty 
tbousami effective men, while, allowing 
tlie French to have lost ten thousand men 
in the battle, their remaining force, col¬ 
lected near our army, amounts to about 
thirty thousand men. Thing.s standing 
thus, either sir Arthur muSt change his 
mode of employing his right wing, or he 
must be pretty nimble is retreating with 
his left. We ftnd him two days after the 
battle; w'e find him still upon the held, 
not having advanced an inch, and stating 
as one of his reasons for remaining ini- 
rnoveable, that he was in want of p’ovision^ 
This situation of aflairsis not very pro¬ 
mising, and I think there can be little 
doubt, that the fruit of this victory must 
be a retreat to the shores of the Atlantic. 
The cold manner in which sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley speaks of the conduct of the Spanish 
troops ought to be quite sufficient to con¬ 
vince the whole country, that nothing is 
to be expected from them, that whatever 
fighting there is to be done must be done 
by us alone; and, in short, that we aro 
carrying on a war in Spain, in which war 
nobody but the French ai»d us really take 
an interest. But this is our old way. We 
have, for some years past, taken it into 
our heads to become deliverers. There it 
scarcely a nation in Europe, which in its 
turn, has not experienced more or less of 
our benevolent efforts in this way ; and, 
in every instance, as far as I can recollect, 
an anxiety for success, that is to say for 
the deliverance, seems always to have bsen 
entertainefl by the deliverers and never by 
the, parties to be delivered. We are the 
Universal Mededn Malgr^-lui‘, and hitherto 
it has invariably happened, that, as in the 
case ‘of interferences between man and 
wife, both parties hafe finally joined in 
kicking and cuffing us olf the .scene, and 
in sending us home loaded with reproaches 
afid execrations. And,\^hich isthe most pro¬ 
voking of all, we never, even in the small¬ 
est degree, profit from experience. We 
G 3 • • 



mi POLITICAL REGISTER.—J5a«& if Tahma. [2(X» 


*re ready still to deliver any body or any 
thing. Russians, Germans, Swedes, Danes, 
Swiss, French, Italians, the Pope, the 
Turk; no matter »vhom or wltat, and now 
we have uporf^ur hands, tlie Spaniards for 
the second time and the Dutch for the 
third. The news-papers inform us, that 
the Dutch say, tl^f they do not want to 
be delivered ; but that is nothing to us ; 
we shall not believe them; we shall im¬ 
pute their refusal of our offers of deliver¬ 
ance to the “ macMnations of Buonaparte 
and, in short, wc shall believe nothing, 
which does not fall in with our perverse and 
absurd resolution to believe, that,becausc 
we h^ve good reason to fear the power of 
Buonaparte, all the rest of the world must 
necessarily fear that power also ; that, be¬ 
cause we hate him, all the rest of the 
world must hbtc him; and that, because 
our safety requires that we shall hazard 
our lives in warngainst him, it follows of 
course, that all the rest of mankind should 
passionately desire to expose themselves 
to all sorts of dangers and miseries in the 
prosecution of that war. This stupid way 
OT thinking, perceived and encouraged by 
certain hireling writers on the Continent, 
has been the great cause of our warlike 
disasters ; and,^ in spite of such long and 
such woeful experience, it appears to be 

at this hour as efficient as ever.-Is 

therCr upon the whole earth, a nation be¬ 
sides this, who could entertain hope of 
success in Spain; who could persevere in 
the project of deliverance, after the dis¬ 
patch of Sir Arthur Wellesley i VV^hat 
does common sense say must have been 
the real cause of the inactivity of the 
Spanish anny f <And, where was this army 
two days the battle, when Sir Artliur 
was prevented from moving forward by 
the extreme fatigue of his troops, and by 
the numbers of wewnded he bad to take 
care of? Where was .the Spanish army 
on that day, until when the French had, 
it seems, kept a rear-guard of ten thousand 
men in the sight of our army ? Where 
was the Spanish arpiy then ? It bad un- 
derjone no fatigue, nor had it an^ wetunded 
to take care of. Why did it. not then 
nrane the French r A U-anslation of the 
panish Gaaette, which, by the bye, gives 
the Spanish army a full share of” the vic¬ 
tory; this Spanish Gazette, of which the 
Morning Chronicle has published a trans¬ 
lation, says “ that the enemy were totally 
“ defeated, apd cqmftelletl to retreat iji 
" tl«e i'reatest consternation, taking the road 
** to Toledo, without the means of subsisting, 


" having left in our possession 15 camnon, 
** many waggons, baggage, cars, and a 
•• great number of wounded and prisoners; 

“ amdng which is a General Officer, and 
“ the field of battle covered with dead 

" bodies f -Now, either this is not true 

or there never could be a more favourable 
opfwrlunity for pursuing and destroying^ 
an enemy. What, then, was the Spanish 
army at, that it did not pursue this enemy, 
who was fleeing in such consternation, 
and who was*withoiit the means of subsist¬ 
ing ? But, it is useless to continue these 
questions ; for the real fact must b§ evi¬ 
dent to all the world.-We must not, 

however, pass over unnoticed, the very 
material diflerence between the statements 
in the English gazette and those in the 
Spanish gazette, as far as relates to the 
part which the Spanish army had in the fnitt/e. 
We have seen what Sir Arthur Wellesley 
says upon the subject, -and we will now 
see what is said upOa it in the Spanish 
gazette, a translation of wliich was pub¬ 
lished in the Morning Chronicle of the 
15th instant:—“ The General CuesU 
“ writes on, the 2Sth from the camp at 
“ Talavera, that the enemy, amounting to 
“ 40,0(K) men, intended an attack upon 
“ him ; he re-passed the Albei che to tfeke 
“ up the position agreed upon by the 
" General in Chief of the English.—At 
“ five in the evening of the 27th, the 
“ enemy appeared, and attacking with 
" impetuosity with the Itayonet, were re- 
" pulsed witli much loss, and the action 
“ concluded at eight o’clock at night. 
“ On the 2iSth, the enemy repeated their 
“ attacks until seven in the evening, and 
" were again repulsed by the English and 
“ Spanish armies, with that valour which 
‘I distinguishes the two nations. The pre- 
“ tended King, who was present in per- 
. " gon, retiring upon .Santa Ollala, with 
“ 98 waggons of wounded soldiers. Th,e 
“ division of brigadier-gen. Lacy i.'f near 
Toledo, and thfc army of gen. Vanegac 
" was entering Aranjuez, with a determi.* 
nation to occupy Madrid.—Gen. Cuestx 
“ w rites from the camp at Talavera, on the 
“ 20th, at ten in the morning, that the 
" enfemy, after attacking the greater part 
“ of .the night.—He cannot express himself 
“ sufficiently to celebrate the admirable 
“ courage of the Engl ish army and i ts excel* 
“ lent general, and of our own troops also.“ 

-Here we sec no distinction whatever 

made between the Spanish arrny and the 
English afniy, as to the share in the bat** 
tle^ and the glory gained^ at Talavera. 
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This difierence in the two gazettes is not 
the less aukward, because the French, in 
their account of the battle, will, Ui all 
likelihood, avail themselves of the advan¬ 
tage which it od'ers them of setting us and 
the Spaniards together by the ears. At 
any rate, both accounts cannot be true; 
one of them must be false, either in act or 
omission; and as each party will like to 
be the owner of the true account, we need 
not be much surprised, if, in <iifterent parts 
of the world, both should be discredited. 

-In offering another observation or 

two upon the result of this battle, one 
cannot help noticing, that the public have 
laid before them extracts only, of letters 
from Sir Arthur Wellesley, written two 
days after the battle. Now, why give us 
extracts,? In the title of the dispatches, 
as published in the Ixtndon gazette, they 
are called Dispatches, of which the 
“ following are copies and extracts, w'ere 
“ this day received at the office of Lord 
“ Viscount Castlereagh, &c. &c. &c.” 
But, why not give us the uiliole of one let¬ 
ter as w'ell as the whole of another ? It 
can hardly be supposed, that* Sir Arthur 
Wellesley would not write very fully upon 
the»subject of his prospects after such a 
victory; and yet, of the whole of his two 
letters, written on the first of August, we 
get but fifteen or sixteen lines of a news¬ 
paper column. It is impossible, there¬ 
fore, for us to believe, that those letters 
contained what the ministers looked upon 

as good news.-The public, who have 

been so often deceived, will bear yet a 
great deal more in the way of deception, 
and those, who attempt to undeceive them 
in time, must expect to bear yet a great 
deal more in the way of reproach, and 
that, too, from many of those, wlvim the^ 
endeavour to undeceive. People lore to 
be cheated, and especially to be cheatlbd 
jhto notions of security. The lazy and 
luxurious man has no r^^sentments except 
against tho.se W'ho would rob him of his 
ease; and the coward hates not a thou¬ 
sandth part so much the enemy who as¬ 
sails him and aims at his life, as be does 
the friend, who would urge him to resist¬ 
ance. Of this sort are the feelings of this 
nation at this time, whether as to foreign 
or domestic concerns. The great and ge¬ 
neral desire is to put off the evil day. All is 
expedient; there is nothing calculated for du¬ 
ration ; and, I n;ould stake my life against 
.the damages of Mr. Borough’s pauper 
client; which would hardly pay for the re¬ 
pair of an old mare’s-tail wig; 1 would stake 


—Battle qf Talavera. [^09* 

my life against this precious prize, that tfie 
question has never yet been agitated. How 
far it is practicable for Biigland to pre¬ 
serve peace with Napdieoii;, in case he 
should become master of the whole of the 
continent of Europe ? There is no system ; 
there is no fixed principle of action; all 
is left to the spur of tffc moment; every 
thing bends to circumstances; and hence 
it is, that, with such mighty means of all 
sorts, and clad, as this nation is, in power 
of every description, our measures are 
marked by the wavering and iaultering 
of inherent imbecility.—Had it not been 
for this'want of principle of action, W'eo 
never should have seen an English‘army 
fleeing before a French army in Spain, at 
the beginning of the year, and another 
obliged to remain as it wer^ in a stunned 
state, after a victory, in the same country, 
in nine months afterwards.—When the 
war between ^^^rance and Austria began, 
there was but one thing to do, and that 
was to make a powerful diversion in favour 
of Austria, which diversion was to be 
made with effect no where but in the ter¬ 
ritory of France herself. If an attack 
had been made upon Brest, Bourdeaux, 
Marseilles, Toulon, and Cette, and some 
other places, not only must the French 
army have evacuated Spain and Portugal, 
but large detachments must have been sent 
from Germany and Italy. But, as Marshal 
Victor and another or two cho.se to invite 
us into Spain, into Spain we went, though 
it was directly against the.opinioii of every 
Spaniard that 1 have heard of. Spain, be¬ 
tween us and the French, is half-devoured. 
There is a shocking want, in many places, 
of the nece.ssaries of life. The people 
are harrassed out of their lives; and, as we 
shall by-and-by be officially informed, it 
is impossible, in the present state, to make 
them, in any considerable degree, contri¬ 
bute towards their own deliverance .—I have 
been assured, by persons of undoubted 
veracity, and very competent judges, that, 
if the people of Spain had been offered 
a free govd araent; if they had been i?is- 
tinctly called upon to figlit for their free- 
doffi; if it had .been made clear to them, 
that they were not called upon to .slied 
their blood for the support of abuses and 
corruptions; if this hi^l been the case, I 
am assured, that they would have wanted 
nothing fromaus but arms ai.d ammuxniiom ■ 
The making of Ferdinand’VlI. the object 
of the war ; the making of llie contest a 
contest for a choice qf masters; this appears 
to have been the great destroyer u6 the 
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cause. But, it is not now; it is not even 
now too late for tis to retrieve our error. 
Whatever delicacy there might be at first, 
there can now lie none. The cause, without 
tome new resource, is manifestly despe- 
fate. Why should our government, then, 
hesitate to propose to the Junta an imme¬ 
diate assembling oT the Coktez, ol the 
real representatives of the people r There is 
yet tirae,-^ but none to lose. 

MiDDLESE.'i Meeting. —Of far greater 
impoiTauce than the foregoing subject, or 
any other subject that can be agitated in 
this country, is the subject agitated in the 
county of Middlesex, on the 9th of this 
month, at as full a m^'eting as ever was 
areti, I believe, of even that county.— 
The meeting took place in consequence of 
a requisition, .signed by a great number of 
persons, at whose head stood the name of 
that venerable patriot. Major Cartvvuight; 
•nil the olyccc w'as to take i'tito considera¬ 
tion the propriety of petitioning for a Re¬ 
form of /Vfl7/a»/e«/.—Major Cartvvi’ight 
opened the business of the day, and, ap¬ 
parently, with even more spiritlhaii usual, 
though he is always remarkable for spirit 
as well as for sense. I regret very much, 
that 1 cannot give the whole of the Speeches, 
which their great length renders impossi¬ 
ble ; but I strongly' recommend them to 
the perusal of the reader, who will find 
the fidlest, and, of course, the best re¬ 
port, ill the Statesman of the 10th instant; 
and, here 1 cannot help observing, that, 
owing to many circumstances, this is cer¬ 
tainly the best Evening Paper now pub¬ 
lished.—The Proceedings at this Meeting 
are worthy of tieing preserved. Every 
Speech has in it something strikingly im-. 
portant. 1 will, if possible, at a future day, 
insert the whole of them but, with the 
great mass of inalter that 1 have now oh 
band, 1 must here content myself with in¬ 
serting the A'tw/Kt/ous, the substance of the 
Petition, and with subjoining a few of the 
knany observations, wliich naturally occur 
to #116 in the perusal^of this most interest¬ 
ing.Debate.—T4ie Resolutions, moved by 
Major Cari;>vhight and seconded by Mr. 
Hare Townsend, were as follows: * 

1 . That in a Petition presented to and 
•ntcred on the Journals of the House of 
Commons on the 6th of May, 1793, it 
was averred, and ofltred t»be proved at 
their Bar, thjat 154 individuals (Peers and 
others), did, by ihfiir own authority, ap- 
point or procure the return of SO^Mem- 
bersejf that House (exclusive of those from 


Scotland), who were tbvs enabled to decide 
all questions in the name of the whole 
people of Great Britain. 

2 . That in a Report lately presented 
to the said House, it appears that a large 
proportion of the Members thereof are 
Placemen and Pensioners, dependent on^ 
the Crown. 

3 . That in a Petition presented to the said 
House, and entered bn its Journals, on the 
9th of Deceiyber, 1790, it was averred, 
that " Seats therein were as notoriously 
rented and bought as the standings for 
Cattle in the Fair," which assertion* waa 
then resented in that House as “ scanda¬ 
lous and libellous.” But when l.ord Castlc- 
reagh w’as, on the 11 th of May last, ac¬ 
cused of having sold a Sear, he w-as 
screened from punishment on the plea of 
the extreme notoriety of the practice ; a prac¬ 
tice w hich various oF its Members un- 
bliishingly justified. 

4. That when Seats in* the Commons 
House of Parliamiint are bought and sold, 
the people, tlieir laws and liberties, are 
boiieht and sold. 

.5. That while these corruptions continui; 
to exist, the People are deprived of their 
lawful sliare of the Government, by Re- 
lircseiitat.ion in the Coniinons House of 
Parliament, which share has been usurped 
by^i corrupt and unconstitutional oligar¬ 
chy of Borough-mongers. 

<j. That Reform on Constitutional Prin¬ 
ciples encourages us to hope that the ex- 
pences, disorders, and tumults attending 
Elections would be avoided ; the Rights 
and Liberties of the People secured; 
Taxes reduced ; the unequal and grievous 
impositions of the Property Tax removed, 
and futuVe burthens prevented. Corrup- 
tfon theft would be no longer necessary, 
much less avowed to be necessary for the 
adfiiinistration of publ'c alliiirs. 

7. That the King and his People Jiav6 
but one interest,,but Borough-mongers 
have an inteie.st separate from each, apd 
inimical to both; and as a complete Re¬ 
form in the Representation is the only 
means of destroying the corrupt influence 
of the latter, so it is particularly requisite 
in these limes for the preservation of both 
King and People. 

8 . That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to Sir F. Burdett, Bart, for calling 
on the House to take into consideration the 
necessity of Reform in the Representation ; 
that he be requested to renew his motion, 
early in the next Session, ^ And that we 
recemmend to Counties, Cities; large 
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Towns, and Boroughs, to pres* the subject 
on the attention of the House of Commons, 
by respectful and earnest Petitions. 

9. That the Petition now read be ligned 
by the Sherifts and Freeholders, and deli¬ 
vered to George Byng, Esq. to be present¬ 
ed to the House. 

• ]0. That George Byng and William 

Mellish, Esqrs. our Representatives in 
Parliament, are hereby instructed to sup¬ 
port tne same. 

.11. That the Thanks of tMs Meeting be 
given to the Sherills for their promptitude 
in calling this Meeting, and for their im¬ 
partial conduct in the Chair. 

12. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to Major Cartwright, for his perse¬ 
verance and ability in the cause of Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform. 

The last Resolution was moved by some 

other person.-As to the I'etition, wiiich 

was afterwards agi’eed to, it was, in sub¬ 
stance, the same as the Resolutions, and, 
therefore it need not be particularly no¬ 
ticed here.-The arguments, made use of 

at this Meeting, in favour of Rel'orm, could 
not be new ; but tbe light thrown upon the 
subject during the last most memorable 
Session of Parliament, by facts then so 
completely e.xposed, and which facts nei¬ 
ther the Army in Spain, nor the Grand 
Armada, nor the Battle of Aspern,Wv’ill 
eliace from the minds of the people of 
England ; this memorable exposure, af¬ 
forded new illustrations in abundance, 
which were not forgotten by the several 
■peakers.—I like fucis, and as several cu¬ 
rious ones were stated, 1 shall notice some 
of them for the information of such of my 
readers as are not in the habit of reading the 
Statesman,— Mr. Townsenu read a cqpy 
of a Letter from himself to the Cay Rector 
of Godaiming, wlrere, i> appears, he qwns 
•and occupies a farm. In this letter, ho, in 
answer to the Rector’s application for an 
advance in the tytbesj sbow.s how heavily 
the land is burthened with taxes, and 
makes it clearly appear, that the taxes and 
rates and tithes, exceed the amount of the 
rent, which, of the farm in question, is 

stated at 160/, a year.-Mr.TowilsendV 

mode of illustration is one that I like above 
all others, aS the public must have fre¬ 
quently perceived. But, I think he fell 
■ into an error in his detail; t^at he con- 
foundec^ items of charge, very different in 
their natufe. The item* were as follow*: 
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£. *. dL 

Land-tax.-16 8 5 

Property-tax 31 6 4 

Poor-rate ......... 47 5 0, 

Highway-rate 10 17 % 

Church-rate .. 1 15 6 

Great Tythes.. . 39 2 G 

Small Tythe* . .... 11 5 o 


Total .157 IS 0 


Which,together with the additional tythe 
demaraled, would certainly exceed the 

amount of the rent.-But, surely, Mr. 

Tovvnatyid cannot look upon the higit-way- 
rale as a tax laid on by the government, 
or indeed, as a tax at all; no, surely, nor 
as a burthen, in any sense, in which that 
word can be taken. Surely Mr. Town¬ 
send, who in his letter, mailes a represen¬ 
tation ol' the expenecs of horses and tackle, 
must know, that, of all tlje money expend¬ 
ed by a fanner, that is the best laid out, 
which goes to the insuring to him good 
roads; and, at any rate, the government 
receives no part of this money ; the road 
rate is a mere parish concern ; its utility 
is to compel tliosc to hcl() to keep the 
roads in repair, w'ho otherwise would use 
them without; and in fact, to reckon it a* 
a burthe)i appears to be no more reasonable 
than it would be so to reckon tlie expence- 

of ploughing or rca{)ing.-No, surely, 

the government is not to be blamed for 
passing a law to compel each man to assist 
to keep the public roads in repair, in pro¬ 
portion to the wear and tear, which those 
roads experience from him ? Surely, Mr. 
Townsend does not want a Parliamentary 
Reform for the purpose of doing away 
those regulations, without which there 
would be no communication between town 
and town for any carriage, or, indeed, 
for any animal much heavier than a cat ? 
-'I he poor-rates is an item to be reck¬ 
oned ; because the general burthen of 
taxes create paupers. They necessarily 
create paupers, as it has been clearly 
proved upon former occasions. Bqt, it 
.seems nflt very reasonable for a farmer to 
tajinplain of the amount of the poor-rates, 
at the same time that he complains of “ the 
ino'cased price of labourer’s wages,’' seeirjg 
that what the labourer does not get in 
wages, he must havfs in poor-rate ; or, ho 
must perish for want, which 1 am very 
sure, Mr. Townsend isjthe last tnaHupoii 
earth to wish for. The truth is; that tho 
labourer’s wages are too low ; and, it is at 
Godaiming, perhaps, ao in many other 
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places, a rule to niake a stated lueekly allow¬ 
ance to the labourers, according to the num¬ 
ber of their children, so that, wnetber well 
or ill, old or young, every labouring man, 
having more tlftii a couple of cbildre»», be¬ 
comes o paz/per, and all his family along 
with him ; than which any thing more 
unjust, more degrading, more directly 
tending to a general destruction of industry, 
of in<le|)ertdence of nrind, and of the lew 
remaining traits id the English character, 
it is unpossible for even the Devil to dis¬ 
cover.-Observe bow it work.i. Let us 

suppose, that 12 shillings a week is sup- 
jiosed to be suliicient for a family,where 
there ai^e only two children. Weil, then, 
that is the stated wages. Where there are 
more than two children, an .allowance is 
made of so much a head for the additional 
children. So thtit, in fact, the farmeis pay 
pnrt. of their lahourtr’s leages under the name 
o/ poor-rates, anil, ^.herefore, a very consi¬ 
derable part of the sum, which Mr- Town¬ 
send puls down as the amount of poor- 
rates, he should put clown us wages to la¬ 
bourers. iSiit is it not'an abominable sy.s- 
tem ol parochial management, which gives 
to one man low wages, because nece.ssity 
calls for high wages to another man to 
keep him from starving ? You say to 
every man, we will give you no more 
than just enough to keep you alive.” If a 
law were passed to annihilate industry, 
care, ueconumy, and all those virtues 
which lead to abundance of means and in¬ 
dependence of mind, 1 defy it to operate 
more ellectually than this levtdiing sys¬ 
tem of parochial relief, which, in ^eilect, 
says to the sober and industrious man, 
» You shall not Uiy up against sickness 
" or old age,” and to the drunkard and 
the sluggard, " Y'ou shall never sufler from 

** want.”-As to iythes, too, I am sorry 

Mr. Townsend included them in the bur- 
thtns ^pon a farm, and especially in the 
burthens to be removed by a Parliamen¬ 
tary Reform. What he says, towards the 
conclusion of bis letter, about the applica¬ 
tion the tithes, has, indeed, something 
in it ; but unfortunately, no part bf it ap¬ 
plies to bis case, which is that of a Loy Rec- 
tory. it really gives me pain to continue 
these comments ; but, the cause of Par¬ 
liamentary Reform scorns the aid of po- 
ptdar prejudice, end especially that preju¬ 
dice which, generally speaking, is evi¬ 
dently linked with self-interest; and, be¬ 
sides, from the well-known manly charac¬ 
ter of Mr. Townsend, I am certain he will 
be glad to see any i^ror, into whioh he 


may have fallen, corrected by one, who 
ieldsnot'to him in teal for the cause, 
owever inferior be may be in other-res-, 

pects.-^-What, then, 1 fearlessly ask, has 

Parliafnentary Reform to do with the Lay 
Rutor’s tythes at Godaiming f Does Mr. 
Townsend mean, that a Parliamentary Re» 
form w'ould produce an abolition of these' 
tythes? He cannot mean that; for, the 
Lay-Rector of Godalming has just as good 
a title toliis tylhes as Mr. Townsend has to 
his land. Th6 one, as well as the other, is 
piivate property. One, like the otiier, is 
property every day bought and sold; aud> 
it is very well known, that no small part 
of the property of the Duke of Bedford is 
of this sort. Whether, in a national point 
of view', it be desirable that tliis sort of 
property should exist, is another question; 
and the same question ina}’ he raised res¬ 
pecting all the various remains of feudal 
authority and tenure ; but, I am sure Mr. 
Townsend will find, that,Jf the abolition 
of tythes be aniong.st the objects to be 
cflecied by Parliamentary Reform, the ar¬ 
guments, upon which that abolition is to 
be justilied, vaill apply to all other sorts of 
property.-He does not mean this, how¬ 

ever. 1 know, he does not mean this. But, 
what does he mean, then? Why, that a. 
Parliamentary Reform would make the 
tylhe-owners more moderate in their de- 
mantis. This must, 1 think, he his mean¬ 
ing; but, surely, when he li fleets, he 
will see cause to change this ojnnion ; 
for, why should Pailiainentary Reldrnt 
tend to limit the demands of the tydie- 
owner, any more than the demands of 
the /«7id-awner ? If7/y .should it inlerlere 
with one sort of private property, any¬ 
more than w'ith another sort of private pro« 
peidy ? Tythe is a charge upon an estate, 
and so is a mortgage, or a rent-charge, 
or an annuity. (Ki, no^. this will never 
do. We must not suffer so good a cause, • 
the cause ot common-sense, to he blurretf bjr 
such a strange confusion of ideas. Mr. 
Townsend Las only to make the case of*a 
tythe-owncr his ow n, for a moment. The 
lythe i.s taxed, he will find, as well as the 
land ; it pays all the stmic sort of taxe* 
ihat tlfe land pays, and in the same pro¬ 
portions ; the tytlte-owner is, in fact, a kmd- 
owner, as much as he is who has a rent- 
charge ijpon land; and, when Mr. 'ru\yif)s-. 
end complaijis of the. Rector’s compelling 
the farmer to pay the poor-rates uqion tli« 
is it pos.sihle, that he can *'have di». 
covered any diflerence whatever, in thi« 
respect, between the conduct «Jf the Rector 
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and that of the Lcmdiord, the latter of 
whom always ** ctmtpeb^’ the farmer to pay 
the poofrates it was sad worl^ thus 
to mix, for want of taking time to reflect, 
crude and narrow notions upon matters of 
political oecononiy, with the great ques¬ 
tion of Parliamentary Reform; but, it 
having been done, I could not suffer the 
promulgation of those notions to pass under 
a silence, which might seem to give them 
a share of that general approbation, which 
I am so anxious to express i^ the strong¬ 
est possible manner.—-—The main grouifo, 
upon'which we stand, is, that we ask for 
no innovation. All questions of this sort 
ought to be left untouched. They are, in 
fact, merely speculative; and have no¬ 
thing at all to do with our object. But, I 
have a particular dislike to this upon 
tythe»i because it falls in with a vulgar 
error ; an error growing out of a grovel¬ 
ling feeling; a feeling no more connected 
with a love of liberty, than the feeling 
which operates with any of the Jews or 
Jewish Christians, who occasionally sing 
Goil-save-the-King, at the London Tavern, 
is connected with loyalty .—*—That the 
Clergy, as a body, have not recently be¬ 
haved so w^ll as 1 could have wished, I 
am ready to avow; and that .some of them 
have behaved very ill is notorious. It is 
also a shameful and crying abuse, that so 
few,comparaii vcly,ofthe incumbtuits reside 
upfm, or near, or ever see, their livings, 
which is the inevitable consequence of 
those plurali»ies, which, in their turn, are 
the consequence of that partial distribu¬ 
tion of patronage, and which, like all the 
other great national evils, arises from that 
state of the representation, which places 
all power in the hands of the Bo¬ 
rough-faction. That this abuse, exists •! 
know; but, 1 want a Parliamentary Reform 
to correct it, and neft to aSolisk tythee; that 
hi to fay, to i^olish one sort of landed pro¬ 
perty, and the Churclj along witli it. I 
wish to see a reformation in the Church; 
and that I should see, if I saw a reforma¬ 
tion of the Parliament; but, I no more 
want to abolish the Church than I do to abo¬ 
lish the Parliament; nay, 1 am as clearly 
convinced of this, as 1 ever was of any 
thing in my life, that the way to prevent 
the Church from being abolished, is to re¬ 
form the Parliament.-“ We want no ia- 

“ novation: we want nothing mwt” These 
are the words of him, who has laid down 
,the principles of Parliamentary Reform, 
and without whom our cause loses half its 
•upport. I, therefmre, dislike exceeding- 
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ly tu' see any novelty of notion mixed with 
arguments in favour of a Reform of the 
House of Gominoiw; ailU, as to the eifeck 
which tyihes have, or are likely to have^ 
upon the civil or political liberties of tho 
nation, we cannot but recollect, that tythes 
existed at, and long b^ore, the time of 
Me^aa Ckarta; they .have existed ever 
since; so that, if there ever was a time, 
when Englishmen enjoyed freedom, it is 
pretty clear, that the existence of tythes is 
not very inimical to freedom. Indeed, 
why should it? The tythe upon Mr. 
Townsend’s farm, for instance, is .stated 
at aboubSO/. a year. Now, suppose tylhea 
to be abolished ; that is to say, mppose 
this 901. a year to be taken from the 
tythe-owner and given to Mr. Townsend ; 
it would, I believe, puzzle Mr. Townsend 
to make it out that such a n/mwi, though it 
were to be general, would operate much 
in favour of tlic libertifs of tlve people. 
The greatfalliu!y is, tliat it is tXvefanner and 
not the landlord wlio pays lire tythe; nor 
■should Mr. Townsend have spoken of 
his case as to that of farmer, lie should 
have met the question fairly, and told the 
meeting, that the Lay Rector of Godalm- 
ing had a charge upon his estate, which 
charge was upon it before he bought it, and 
that he wished for a Reform of Parlia¬ 
ment in order to gel rid of the .said charge. 
No: he certainly did not mean this, from 
all that I have heard of his character, he 
is not a man to cov'et his neighbour’s gootLs, 
or to grudge to pay any thing that he 
owes. 1 have alw ays heard him described 
as a very liberal-minded man, and .suth I 
belic've him to be ; but, at the same time, 
he has promulgated errdrs, which, when 
brought into such close corrnection with 
the leading elforts in the cause of Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform, 1 could not siifler to pas.s 
unnoticed or mirefnted; for, as no cuu-e 
ever yet finally triumphed without having 
truth on its side, so delusion, though of teiii- 
fKirary advantage, .must, in the end, be 

injurious to any cause.- Mr. Mallei’, 

from whflse speech J have selected fny 
motto, advanced what I Icrtik upon as un- 
.anSwerable argument against petitioning 
the parliament, of whieh 1 alw'ays disliked 
the idea. Not that there is any clillerenco 
to bt? expected as to jhe praetical effect; 
but, there has always seemed to me to be 
an unfitness in the thing, to jietilion a body 
of persons to j-e/bm thenlklves, and that, 
Cxi, while the petitioners arc governed by 
laws of their making. It is true, that the 
measure of Refona must finally com^from 
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the House; but, the application to it.for 
the purpose appears to me to go much 
more naturally frhm the King, repnsmting 
to them the coniptaints qf’ kit people, and re¬ 
questing tlteir Sarly attention. to those com¬ 
plaints. -Mr. Bentlet, who was for a 

Petition to the Parliament, stated some most 
curious iacts, in order to show the necessity 
of a Reform in that body .whohad the guar¬ 
dianship of the public purse, of which we 
will just take a specimen.—“ Gentlemen, a 
few years ago a Board for the Encourage- 
" ment of Agriculture was established in 
•' this kingdom; than which no measure 
"could be more laudable, or mor&conge- 

* nial.with the inclinations of the people. 
" That Establishment gave universal satis- 
" faction, and excited the most lively hope 
" of the improvement of that art, the vi- 

gorous prosecution of which has ever 
been found to be the fundamental 
" strength of alienations. By an address 
" from the House of Comfnons, the an- 
" nual sum of 3,OOOl. was directed to be 
" placed at the disposal of this society, 
“ for the purpose of promoting the best 
" views qf the country. And such was 
" deemed its importance, that it was 
“ thought worthy of the privilege of a 
•^patent, by which it was established as a 
" regular Board. IjCtters Patent were ac- 
“ cordingly directed to be issued; tlie 
" forms of office were regularly gone 
" through ; the Letters Patent were fairly 

* transcribed on vellum, and finally re- 
" ceiving the sanction of the Great Seal, 
" Ihdy were perfected. There then re- 
" maiiied only the usual, but in a,ll cases 
" indi-spensible ceremony, even those in 

* which the natiftnal interest is concerned, 
** of satisfying the demands of the officers 
" through whose hands these Letters Pa- 
•• tent had passed in their progress to- 
" wards pcrfeclion. Now what do you 
" think, gentlemen, was the amount of 
" tliose charges for writing out fairly on a 
" skin of vellum these Letters Patent, and 
" passing them through the offices estab- 
•• liched for that pu^-pose ? onljj Eleven 
" lltNDKEi) AND Eighty-Nine PoliNDS One 
" Shilling ^nd Twopence ! ! !—[Scantfa-, 
*• lousf impossible.' considerable agitation.'\ 
" Gentlemen, if you doubt fliefact,Ihaveit 
" in black and white: printed by the khig’s 
" own printer!! 1 \^Goon,goon.'\ The next 
" instance to which I beg leave to draw 
" your attention* is that of the justly cele- 
" braled Dr. Jenuer,who8e grand discovery/ 
" by which not only the people of Eng- 
•* but the who|a human race will be 
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" ultimatelv delivered from the scourge of 
" one of the most loathsome diseases to 
" whiph humanity is incident, you, doubt- 
" less, all remember. For that discovery, 
" the sum of 10,000/. was voted by the un- 
" animous voice efparliament to Dr. Jen- 
" ner; and certain 1 am, that the friends of 
" humanity, of science, and of their coun-‘ 
" try, did not think that remuneration more 
than adequate to the transcendent me- 
" rits of Dr. Jenner. Gentlemen, it hap- 
" pened that hie doctor luckily had a friend 
" in the House of Commons, who knowing 
" something of the nature of tliese trans- 
” actions, observed, with affected carcless- 
" nes.s, when the 10,000/.s were propu.sed 
“ as a remuneration, ‘ 1 suppose you mean 
“ ‘ the Doctor to liave the clear sum of 
" * 10,000/.?’ Certainly. ‘ Why, then, it 
"' had better be specifically so expressed 
“ ‘in the Grant.” Aijd so it was express- 
" ed ; a few weeks after the Doctor had 
“ received this sum of. 10,000/., down 
“ comes the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
“ to the House of Commons, with his an- 
"nual list of items, reijuired to be made 
" good by that house—and what do you 
" think was the official charge for paying 
“ this sum to Dr. Jenner ? (Inl’y 755/. ! ! 
" Ls npossible that the People of England 
" can any longer preserve silence. In 
" the name of God, what could the 
" t^erks in the Public Offices have to do 
" in the payments of this sum, granted 
“ by the House of Commons, but to as* 
“ certain the authenticity of the grant, 
" and the identity of the party to whom 
" it was granted ? Why, gentlemen, 
“ there was no more difficulty in eflecting 
" this simple operation, than in the pay- 
" ment by any of yourselves of a Butcher 
"Or a Baker’s bill 1 [not a bit more, — not 
“ so much.'\ And yet the enormous sum 
" of 735/. is charged for this simple ope- 
" ration.”—^Through a speech of consi* 
derable length, abounding in facts such 
as these, Mr. Bentley appears to have re¬ 
ceived almost continual applause, whifth 
was certainly well merited ; for a speech 
better calculated for the purpose never 
was uttered.-Mr. Bentley was fol¬ 

lowed by Mr. Waithman, and Mr. Clif- 
FOR* ; and, before the conclusion of the 
proceedings, Mr. Byng not only declared 
his rqadiness to present the Petition, 
but also hjs perfect agreement in all the 

sentiments and wishes it expreped-- 

He concluded in these words: " These 
" three parts united, form our constita- 
" ticn; and If they do not form the best 
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« theoretic form of government that the 
" genius of man could suggest, they form 
“ that which is of greater importance, the 
best practical form of government now 
'' upon the face of this earth ; it is, how- 
*' ever, imperfect in its Representation ; 
/ and 1 shall never rest satisfied until 1 
" see a perfect Reform in the Kepresenta- 
" tion of the People in Parliament. Tliat 
" is a blessing to which 1 look with an 
"earnest anxiety; a blessiyg which can 
“ alone be effected by the members of the 
“ House of Commons being fairly cho.sen 
by tlie j)eople themselves, anti not no- 
" minuted by the servants of the Crown, 

" or composed of the Livery of the Aris- 
“ tocracy of the country. Uepresenia- 
"tioii is a valuable deposit of the rights 
" of the suhjccl ; a saered trust reposed 
“ in the Representative, and was not 
“ meant I o become matter (xi'profit to indi- 
“ viduals, to which,, 1 am .sorry to say, it 
“ has been in too many instances con- 
*'vty ted; for now, many individuals 
" liave llie means of returning more mem- 
“ bers 10 Parliament, and thereby to pos- 
" scss much more influence*in the coun- 
" dls of the nation than w hole coun- 
*‘iies have, superior as they ought to he 
“ to any individual, of whatever conse- 
“ queiice he may be in the country. With 
" regard to the dillerent modes of Reform 
“ which have been mentioned at various 
" times, 1 have no difficulty in confessing, 
that 1 feel attached to the form which 
" was stated in the year 1793 ; by which 
it was proposed,That the right of voting 
“ for a Member to serve in Parliament, 
“ should be allowed to all Freeholders, to 
" all Copyholders, and to all Householders, 
" paying direct taxes to the State.—With 
regard to the duration of Parjiamen^ I 
" think it of but little importance whether 
“ it be annual or Eriennral. We hav^not 
*" been deprived of triennial Parliaments 
“ for more than 90 y^ars; it was settled 
by the Revolution, by which, and by 
** which alone, the family now on the 
“ throne of Great Britain hold their situa> 
" tion, that we should have triennial Par- 
" liarnents. We have a right to demand . 
" a restoration of that practice, so well 
" adapted as I think it is, for the protec- 
tion and security of our rights and liber- 
ties, a benefit which we have only lost 
ninety years. Thus much, at present, 
" for my sentiments on the duration of 
Parliament; but the great object is, that 
“ every honest man, should come forward 
" and support a system of Reform iirPar- 
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" liainent, in order that all corruptions 
“ and all abuses whatever may, in time, 

" be entirely swept avvay.”-Of this 

mind, 1 trust, the whole Aation will be, be¬ 
fore many months have passed over our 
heads. In the countiet it will, probably, 
be soon enough to meet after the harvest 
is in ; but, no more time than is absolutely' 
necessary should be suffered to pass away, 
before we make a solemn expression of 
our sentiments upon tliissubject; thi.ssub- 
ject, compared to wbich all the wars upon 
the continent are not worthy of a mo¬ 
ment’s notice. Seventy ituUions of money a 
year! "How are we to support that! Is 
it not manifest that no man can- long, 
under such a system, iiave any thing to 

call his own ?-But, it is useless to be 

impatient, or anxious; Reform mmt 
eomo; for, I will not believe, that Eng¬ 
land is destined to sink under the arm of 
an invader. * 

Duke of Br’u.sswick. -The Duke of 

Brunswick, of whom wo have lately read 
so much as one of the formidable enemies 
of Buonaparte, is, it would seem, arrived 
in England, and, what is odd enough, the 
very same ministeiial newx-papers, which an¬ 
nounced his arrival, contained a Hnnove~ 
rian account of his being engaged in 
bloody fights against Jerome Buonaparte's 
troops! This is a pretty good specimen 
of the frauds, which these hireling prints 

practise upon us.-This Duke has 

brought his army icith him, too, it seems, 
amouming to 1,700 men ! What a num¬ 
ber of foreign princes we shall have here 
by-and-by ! Pitt used to call England the 
world’s last hope. He might, if he were 
(Lord preserve us!) alivd now, call it the 
world’s last shift. Before Buonaparte, 
who hunts down kings and princes with 
as little remorse as sportsmen hunt down 
foxes, all the game, seems to be fleeing 

into a corner.-The news-papers tell us, . 

that the Duke has " very large mustachios, 

" and whiskers on his upper lip and side 
" of his face.” But, how came his army 
with hinj ? This is* the most interesJing 
part of the question. Who brought the 
,artny ? Who gave orders for its being 
brought to England ? Or, is it all a news¬ 
paper fabricktion ?-Well, time will 

tell us all about it. , 

W“, COBBETT. 

Botley, Thtersclay, 11 th August, 1809. 
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POUnGAli RESiyrEH.-^CwJy londotir^ 



Held in conseqaencc of a Notice of 
a Motion given by Mr. James Dixon, 
to RESCIND tlie Vote of Thanks to 
Col. Wardli^ passed on the 6th of 
April last*.— (Cmtinmdfromp. 192.J 

[Mr. Waithman, in conlinuatim.'] 

The great ground of accusation 
against colonel Wardle appears to be, 
that he has paid for that Evidence on 
which (he Duke of York has been con- 
Tic(ed of connivance. Admitting now, 
for the sake of argument, that fact in the 
fullest latiiude ; in the name of common 
sense, niiat has that to do with the im¬ 
portant service that has been thus rendered 
to the country l y ca<I. \V. ? 1 would ask 

those gentlemen, whose morality is so 
awakened at ti*is ailedged discovery, whe¬ 
ther it was not generally, if imt univer¬ 
sally believed, at the time vrlien we passed 
our vole of tliaiilTs to col. W. that he ac¬ 
tually lived, erthabitod witli JVlis. <'. ? For 
my own part 1 candidly conliiss, that such 
was my bidief; ami such, 1 ilai o say, was 
at that lime the lijriniots and belief even of 
the gentleman himself who gave the notice 
of this motion. Yet, though we all be¬ 
lieved tho existence of the fact at that 
time, no man, W'h.itcver he thought, breath¬ 
ed a doubt of the propriety of our Vote of 
Thanks to col. W., nolv.ithstanding the 
reputed and believed existence oi'tbe im¬ 
portant fact, that he was living in a stale 
of adultery. It is most strange, that the 
morality of the gentleman did not at that 
time take the alarm, and state his moral 
objections to the passing of theiV’ole of 
Thanks! From tliis imputation Mrs, C. 
has fortunately ileiivered col. W. by the 
publication of her Letter, in which she 
corrects the mistake into which the public 
had fallen; and for thus clearing the cha¬ 
racter of col W. from so gross an impu- 
tatidn, it is iinpos.s|t>le not to feel grateful; 
that such are my feelings, 1 very freely con¬ 
fects, for it is my opinion that in every public 
character it behoves us not to be utterly 
regardless of the prifate charaetjer of the 
individual; although it cannot be denied, 
iti strictness.of reasoning, that the defefc- 
tive private character of an individual 
should diminish the value of bis public 
conduct is a speciesr of prejudice, ft is, 
however, a'weapon that has frequently 
been used by the friends of corruption, 
and that too. with great success, to destroy 
the influence, and paralize the exertions' 
of men of public virtue- Tl*** renders it 
most extraordinary chat eo forniiilabie a 


weapon should have been Isuffered to lie 
idle when we passed our Vote of Thanks. 
Nothing is more common than for the 
friends and participators of corruption on 
the discovery of facts that are clearly in¬ 
defensible ; to turn short round and accuse 
the accuser of using that language called 
seditious, thus attempting to silence the ‘ 
arguments they cannot answer, by knock¬ 
ing every man on the head wdio exposes 
their corrupti(^iis. Is, or is it not true r 
Has it, or has it not been proved, that there 
did exist a trailie for seats in the House of 
('ommons ? If this important fact caftnot 
be denied, where is the man who will have 
the hardihood to say, that it is not the 
duty of every man who pays the enormous 
ta.xes, im])oseet on the individuals of this 
nation, to expose even the immaculate 
Lord Castleieagh, or the conscientious 
Mr. Percev al, v^dio haae “ served the coun- 
“ try so long.^’^ [Hear I Hear !] 'I’iie salu¬ 
tary Bill brought into the Hoii.se of Coin- 
inons by Mr. Martin, was op|io.scd, be- 
cau.se it was thought nece.ssary to have 
the power oi' rewarding .services. Of re¬ 
ward for services, Mr. Perceval enjoys, in 
addition to tho.se of which he is in the 
actisai possession, the pleasantreVersionary 
prospect of 46,000/. per annum, w'hich 
his brother now receives. It is not a 
littl^ extraordinary, that among the al¬ 
most Innumerable motions that have been 
brought forward, by the absent gentle¬ 
man and his friends, it should never 
have occurred to them, in any one' in¬ 
stance, to bave suggested a single pro¬ 
position for the reformation of abuses 
in any department whatever. It cannot 
be that they are not accustomed to intiCrest 
themselves in public matters, for it might 
se^m that^hey are not a little fond of pb* 
puiarity, from the forwardness with which 
thejT have been found ready to vote away 
the City money in swords and niooum^its, ‘ 
and the City thanks^to the no-popery mi¬ 
nisters, for turning out their predecessors. 
Yet upon any measure that is proiiosed 
for the amelioration of the general condi¬ 
tion of the community by the 5appre.ssion 
lof abuses, and the eradication of corrup¬ 
tion, they .seem to hang their heads. At 
such unlncky periods their dejection is so 
extreme and so apparent, as to excite even 
our pitty and compassion. In fact, the 
depth of this dejection can only be equalled 
by th6 height of arrogance that was dis¬ 
played when col. Wardie stated in the 
House of Commons, that an office actually 
existed in HireadneetiJeHitreet^ for the 
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tale of oStces and places. What did this 
assertion produce ? a horse laugh, and a 
most bitter and severe rebuke for having 
dared to vilify his Majesty’s Goveriltncnt. 
But 1 would say to the Ministers of his 
Majesty what I should not hesitate to say 
to the House of Brunswick: Jet them 
•shew tome anxiety to preserve their own 
credit; for that is what even common de> 
cency requires. And most marvellous to 
tell, notwithstanding the horse laugh and 
derision of Ministers, and thoir host of ad¬ 
herents, in consequence of the discovery 
thusjJragged forth by the Intrepidity of 
col. Wardle, a prosecution has been insti¬ 
tuted by the Attorney-General, and the 
very persons pointed at by name by co|. 
W. have been tried and convicted ot an 
ofience which tended to bring his Majes¬ 
ty’s government into contempt. Who 
then are.the men who vilify and bring into 
contempt his Majesty’s Government ? tiie 
roan who asserts die existence of such 
practices!, and argues for their suppression— 
or the men who deride the assertion, at¬ 
tempt to bully col. W. into silence, make 
that assertion the ground of .inquiry, the 
institution of a prosecution and the con¬ 
viction of Ute offenders originally pointed 
ovfl by col. W. ? Now, w'hen I hear the 
Attorney-General state the facts relating 
to this case, and at the same moment see 
the press from almost every quarter, pour¬ 
ing forth torrents of abuse on the devoted 
head of col. W.,T cannot repress my asto¬ 
nishment ; for he surely must in fact be 
their very best friend, by dragging forth 
to public justice those men, the tendency 
of whose practices the Attorney-General 
charges to be that of bringing his Majes¬ 
ty’s Government into contempt. The. 
gentleman opposite to me is the only o<ie 
who has yet ventured to open his mouth 
in opposition to the Amendment of .the 
jvorthy Alderman; and even that geii- 
tleirt^n admits that the "Trial has nothing 
“ to do with the question.” But he sa 5 's 
that we ought not to vilify Administration: 
now I say, that the People have rights 
as well as the Government, and where is 
the utility of the right of petitioning,-if 
we dare not speak out ? Of what import¬ 
ance were it if col. W. had actually given 
money to Mrs. Clarke to induce her to di¬ 
vulge what she knew ? Has not the Go¬ 
vernment of this country done the same 
thing ? have iliey not been in tFie frequent 
and constant habit of doing it! Have they 
• not paid hosts of spies and informers to 
make discovery of those unfoiluaate men. 


who published what were termed seditious 
pamphlets ? Have they not, on the suborn¬ 
ed evidence of spies and informers, sent 
men ignominiously to Hotany Bay for 14> 
years? Did they not attempt to deprive 
others of tbeir lives by the evidence of in¬ 
formers w'ho had contriied to possess 
themselves of their confidence ? And for 
what were some convicted and transported, 
and others tried on the bare information 
of authorized spies and informers? For 
asserting that men practised those corrup¬ 
tions which have been since,acknowledged 
to exist by the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, who <.xpre.s.sed his reprobation 
and detestation of that practice. [Hear ! 
hear ! hear !] Even members of the pre¬ 
sent administration have been compelled 
to endure the accusation of a traffic in 
seats in Parlianienl, which'it was beyond 
all their ingenuity to disprove. [Hear ! 
hear ! hear !'] Have wp not even seen 
men executed* on the evidence of spies 
and infortners, who have assisted in plung¬ 
ing these unhappy persons into irrevoca¬ 
ble acts fonvliicli they .sullered ? Surely I 
am not incc.'nect in speaking of facts, which 
are known to exist as certainly as the light 
of the Sun ; and if, as we now .see, men 
are liable to prosecution for .such actions, 
we may surely be allowed to speak of them 
without incurring the risque of transporta¬ 
tion to Botany Bay, or of being overwhelm¬ 
ed with the abuse of venal hireling- news¬ 
papers, to which I, however, believe no 
man in existence is more perfectly indif¬ 
ferent than myself. With respect to the 
connection of the private character and 
conduct of col. Wardle, with the Vote of 
Thanks passed by this Court, I see with 
much satisfaction that no attempt has yet 
been made to-day to substantiate that 
proposition, and I will take upon myself to 
say, that no possible turpitude, of w'hich 
human nature could be guilty, would 
Justify our connecting the consideration 
of his private character with that of our 
public Thanks for his public conduct. 
But even had any thing unfortunately 
come out to diminish the. respect and in- 
tecest which every unprejudiced uiibia.ssed 
'person must, F think, feel for sucli a man, 
it had been more candid and more gene¬ 
rous, to have suffered the imperfection of 
human nature to hatfe p;is.sed unnoticed, 
than to have seized that opportunity of 
aitcmpling to preiucUce ibo public against 
a man, of w hose juivatc as well as public 
worth and virtue, I liave the most sincere 
conviction, it liad been,more manly.so to 
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have ectcd, than to have come with a 
whining, pitiful, and hypocritical, canting 
pretence, of being “ so hurt,” and of not 
w'i?hitig to hurt 90 I. Wardle. I think I 
know all the /.'ircumstances from the be¬ 
ginning to the end of col. Wardle’s pro¬ 
ceedings in the prosecution of the inves¬ 
tigation, and a more honouriible man, I do 
dtjclare, from the bottom of my heart, I 
firmly believe never did exist. However, 
for the sake of argument, 1 will pillow him 
to have broken his word, to have bribed 
Mrs. Clarke; in short, to have done what¬ 
ever the absent gentleman might please ; 
let him have done what he will, his con¬ 
duct cannot have altered the nature of the 
thing.* The accusation against the Duke 
of York has been 4^ully proved by the 
concurrent testimony of unwilling wit¬ 
nesses, corrolxnated by the irrefragable 
proof of written docuineiits,—of letters 
under the hand-writing of the Duke of York 
himself. The absent geiUlcmaii has at¬ 
tempted to obtain a ],itiful ti luraph over 
that man wlio so lately he durst not have 
faced. I have already asserted, t.iiat no 
act of jirivate turpitmle of col. Vv'ardle, 
however flagrant or atrocious, can allect 
the consideration of his public conduct; 
blit for the sake of placing this ])osition 
in the strongest possible point of view, let 
us suppose that col. Wardle was a member 
of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, 
let us supyiose that lie liad in this court 
called on hi? fellow citizens for protection 
to their wives and daughters. Lotus sup- 
po.se. that he had attacked, and al’terwards 
debauched the wife of liis bo.soin friend ! 
•till I say, that iiifaniousns must be his 
private charactey, even these cireunistan- 
ces can have no weight in the considera¬ 
tion of his public conduct. Let us sup¬ 
pose that col. Wardle had passed his nights 
in gambling, that the debts which he 
contracted to support him.self in that scan¬ 
dalous practice lie> refused to pay, that in 
hisprogrcssthrougii the streets at midnight 
he should be guilty of outrages against 
decency and in good order, by getting 
into midnight l)rpils,^nd rescuiiiy from the 
hands of justice prostitutes and their asso¬ 
ciates. Let ussuppost, to form the climax of 
his moral depravity, that he had increased 
his fortune bj' plundering the public lyider 
the sanction of an act of parliament, 
passed for the accommodation of com¬ 
merce in the i^etropolis of the empire. 
Still, 1 say, these atrocitias would not alter 
the facts established by col. W. of the 
oxUa-nce of corruption, or lessen tl|p bene- 
• e . • 


ficial consequences of their exposure. If 
even the. conduct of col. W. had been 
marked by treachery, hypocrisy, and 
fawniifg meanness, by writing a letter to 
Lord Grenville, soliciting advancement for 
a relative, and adding, that much as he 
desired his relative’s advancement, he w^as 
unwilling to accept the favour from any, 
other hands than those of his lordship; 
and, if he had then had the baseness, 
when he i'ound his lordsliip’s power was 
tottering, to ctrike down the reeling Mi¬ 
nister, in order to make court to his suc- 
ci:.ssor, it might be asked, where shall we 
find a cavern dark enough to mask such 
infamy ? Yet even this concentrated mass 
of infamy heaped on the head of col. W^; 
nay, even his conviction for a highway 
robbery on Hounslow Heath, could not 
alter or allect the facts whicli he has estab¬ 
lished by his exertions in the House of 
Commons. But of none ot these outrages 
upon human nature and human society 
has col. W. been guilty ; let, therefore, 
no man cast stones at another, till he has 
looked around him ! I trust I have thus 
convinced the Court, that so far from any 
circumstances having occurred which can 
induce us to rescind the thanks that have 
been offered to col. W., the faclsthat hsfve 
since been made public entitle that exalted 
character to thes further Thanks of the 
(■onporation tif the City of London. 

Mr. S. Dixon said, he was prepared to 
receive any species of rebuke from Mr. 
Waithmaii, whose praise alone he dread¬ 
ed. On prof)er occasions, he should be 
at no loss to justify his conduct; with re.s- 
pect to the denial of Mrs. Clarke, of the 
cohabitation of col. W. with her, all that 
^he could say was, that Mr. Waithman was 
v^y aiixious to prove the chastity of col. 
VV., but,*" for my own part,” said Mr. 
Dixon, " if I hack beeij with her at the 
Marlello 'lowers, I certainly .should have 
had move intimate connexion with Mrs. 
€., than col. W. states himself to have 
had.” - * 

Mr. Mawm.vn w'ould have voted .igainst 
rescinding the motion, but was averse to 
concurring in Alderman Goodbehere’* 
Amendment, on the principle of its being 
foreign to the purpose of the day, and 
taking the Court by surprise. 

Mr. Stokt.s did npt approve of the lan¬ 
guage *w'hich had been held to-day res-,, 
peeling plSceraen and place-huniers: ha 
thought it unnecessarily personal,'although 
it did not affect him.«elf; for he disclaimed 
all connection with Govenu«eht, and gg- 
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sured the Court; that lie never begged any 
tavuur of any minister. Ue objected to 
the proposition of the worthy Alderman, 
because ne w matter was brought uplry it, 
such as suited not the puifiose for which 
the Members of the Court had been sum¬ 
moned ; to that putp^^e, and to that only, 
should its attention be directed. 

Mr. Wmtiiman explained, what he felt 
to have been misconceived of what he had 
said concerning some persons : he had cast 
no reflection upon individuals. He then 
proceeded to support the proposition mov¬ 
ed by his worthy friend, Mr. Alderman 
Goodbehere ; “ 1 am surprised (said he) 
that my worthy friend (Mr. Mawman) de¬ 
clines to assist us on the present occasion : 
he sat^s he w'ould do so on another occasion 
but will not on this. But why not ? Every 
fact stated in my friend’s Amendment is 
as undisputed as it is indisputable, there 
is not a single proposition stated in the 
Amendment, that fs not founded on a 
public document, and therefore gentlemen 
who complain of the statement, pass the 
truth of it over ; they are judicious in so 
doing ; it is the best way .of eliecting 
their purpose ; they fly to something else, 
they com|Jaiii that the Amendment of 
thff worthy Alderman involves new matter, 
is brought U|)on them by surprise. There 
is no i'uundation for that complaint; and 
I will venture to say, that there is no indi¬ 
vidual in this Court less liable than the 
worthy Alderman, or myself, to the impu¬ 
tation of taking this Court by surprise ; 
we never took any body by surprise. In 
the present instance there is no pretence 
for gentlemen to complain of surprise. 
The object of the motion of which the 
worthy member gave notice, and which 
he lias shrunk from, is, to take into co§- 
•ideration circumstances which h#ve trans¬ 
pired since our Ke,soluiian of the 6th, of 
^pril, upon the subject of the merit of 
Mr. Wardle, -and the services he has ren¬ 
dered to his country by his exertions in 
the House of Commons in various depart¬ 
ments of the state. That is the professed 
object of the author of the notice of the 
motion. He conceived that the circum¬ 
stances which have transpired since our 
Resolution of the 6lh of April, are such as 
to call upon us to rescind that Resolution. 
My worthy friend and myself think that 
the circumstances which have since trans¬ 
pired are so far Irom detracting from the 
merit of ,^lr. Wardle, that they add to his 
• claims upon the gratitude of his country- 
uieii, and demand furUiar approbation'': 
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this not only gives us aright, but naturally 
calls Upon us to state what the circum> 
stances are which haves transpired since 
the time of passing our Vote of Thanks to 
that gentleman ;—that is the object of 
the Amendment of my worthy friend. 

If that be so, I ask of this Court, can we do 
better than state those facts ? I say can 
“ we” do better, for I do not disguise any 
thing; I avow that I have had some con¬ 
cern in the framing of this motion, and 
which, therefore, it is natural that I should 
support. Nor does the motion go so far 
as it might with truth, for there are facts, 
not stated in it, from which I can prove 
Mr. Wardle’s further claims to Tt^anks. 
Let us recollect that Mr. Wardle W'as 
charged witli having represented thihgs as 
grievances, which did not exist, and which 
are proved, by tlie subsequent conduct of 
the ministers themsrdves, to have existed. 
Mr. Wardle stated in the. House of Com¬ 
mons, that thwe were three branches of 
the public expenditure in which there 
u’ere great abuses, and in which there 
might be introduced great savings, without 
detriment to the public service. He de¬ 
scended to particulars, stated facts on 
which his assertion rested. He was con¬ 
tradicted by ministers, they denied his 
statement of the facts. But how has it 
turned out upon those facts r Why, my 
Lord, ministers have, by their own acts,^ 
subsequent to that statement, proved the 
existence of the very facts which they 
denied in the House of Commons, upon 
the statement of them by-Mr. Wardle. 
The facts stated by Mr. Wardle, and to 
wliich I am now alluding, were these ; 
—that in the manner of. conducting the 
business of the Local Militia, there was 
much abuse, and there might be great al¬ 
teration and a great saving, without detri¬ 
ment to the public service. Ministers 
denied the existence of any such abuse in 
that branch of the public service, but, 
since the discussion, how have they 
acted, for that is the test ? They hav« 
given orders there sjiall be “ no further * 
proceed iifgs in the afliiirs of the Local 
Militia,” thereby admitting, I say, the 
’existence of the abuses stated by Mr. 
Wardle, and denied by them in the 
House of Commons. The next head of 
public service inwhidi Mr. Wardle stated 
there was much abuse which might be 
corrected without detriment, was in the 
Cloathing of the Volunteers. Ministers 
c enied the existence of that abuse also. 
How have they acted upon it ? Tliry 
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have given ordersi that there shall be 
ue further proceeding on the subject of 
the Cloatbing the Volunteers.” The 
next head of service was that of “ a sup¬ 
ply of the article of Canvassin which 
Mr. Wardle stated there was great abuse, 
and might be much retrenchment without 
injury to the public service. Ministers 
denied the existence of any such abuse. 
^>ok at the actions afterwards; They have 
discharged the Inspector of Canvas ! Such, 
my Lord Mayor, are the L>cts; and after 
this, are we to be told that what has trans¬ 
pired since our Vote of Thanks to Mr. 
Wardle has been such as ought to induce 
us to fescind that Vote. I say that what 
has transpired since, calls upon us, in the 
discliarge of our public duty, to enlarge 
and to extend those Thanks to a man who 
has rendered fuch essential service to his 
country. I say, it is high time for us to 
make a stand against the torrent of Cor¬ 
ruption, when it is become notorious, that 
no less than 200,000/. of the public money 
is given to individuals in Pensions, as I 
have already described ; when we see that 
Ane individual has, in nine months, de¬ 


frauded the public of 90 , 000 /. ; and shall 
we, after this, say that these matters come 
upon the Members of the Court by sur¬ 
prize ? Why should the statement of 
them surprize any of us, since we all know 
of their existence ? but it seems that in 
some persons the existence of these things 
is not so shocking as the statement is—who 
cannot bear to hear any thing said to the 
discredit of our Governors. 

(To he continued.) , 
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French Army in Austria. —Twenty Sixth 
Bulletin ,—r Continued from p. 1 60.) 

Twelve of the most considerable villages in 
thc^beautiful plain of Vienna, such as are 
seen in the neighbourhood of a great capi¬ 
tal, have been bin-nt during the battle. The 
just hatred of the nation is loud against the 
guvity men who h^ve drawn .ypem it all 
these calamitie-Sf—^The general of brigade, 
Laroche, entered Nuremberg on the 2<?th 
of .lune, with a corps of cavaliy, and pro¬ 
ceeded towards Rayreuth. He met the 
enemy at Besentheim, charged him'with 
the 'first provisional regiment of dragoons, 
and cut in piece.s ajl who opposed him, 
and took tvVo pieces of cannon. 

Twenty- Secenih Bulletin, 

Oa the lolh the duke of Rirolidaeat tlie 


enemy’s rear-guard'** before Hollabrun.-— * 
At noon on the same day, the duke of Ra- 
gusa, who hod arrived on the heights of 
Znaidi, saw the enemy’s baggage and 
artillery filing off towards Bohemia. Gen, 
Bellegarde wrote to him that prince John 
of Lichtenstein would repair to the Em¬ 
peror with a mission from his master, for 
the purpose of treating for Peace; and in 
consequence desired a Suspension of Arms. 
The duke of Ragusa replied, that it was . 
not in his power to accede to such a pro¬ 
position ; but that he would acquaint the 
Emperor with it. Meanwhile he att^jicked 
the enemy, took from him an.excellent 
position, made some prisoners, and took 
two colours.—On the morning of the same 
day, the duke of Auerstadt had passed the 
Taya opposite Nicolsbourg, and general 
Grouchy had beaten prince Rosenberg’s 
rear, taking +.50 men of prince Charles’s 
regiment. —At noon "on the IJtb iri.stant, 
the Emperor arrivtsl /»p[)osite Znaim. 
The battle had begun. 'I'he duke of Ra¬ 
gusa had aUavkcd the town; and the 
duke of Rivoli bad taken the bridge, and 
had occupied the tobacco inanutactory. 
In the different, engagements this day, we 
had taken .‘1,000 men, two colours, and 
three pieces of cannon. The general of 
brigade, llruyeres, an ofliccr of very 
great promise, has been wounded. The 
geueral of brigade, Guiton, made a fine 
charge with the lOlh cuirassiers.—The 
Emperor, informed that prince .lohn of 
Lichtenstein, who had been sent to him, 
was arrived within our posts, ordered the. 
fire to cease. The annexed Arniistice was 
signed at midnight, at the prince of Neuf- 
chatel’s. The prince of Lichtenstein was 
presented to the Emperor in his tent, at 
t{vo o’clock in the morning. 

(f 

Suspension of Arms betweai his Majesty the 

Emperor qf the' French and King qf Italy, 

and his Majesty the Emperor qf Austria. ' 

Art. 1. There shall be a Suspension of 
Arms between the armies of his majesty 
the Emperor ol the French, king of Italy, 
and of his majesty the Emperor of Austria. 

2. The line of demarcation shall be on 
the iside of Upper Austria, the froriiier 
which separates Austria from Bohemia, the. 
Circle 01 Znaim, that of Brunn, and a line 
drawn from the frontier of Moravia upon 
Kaab, which shall begin at the point where 
the frontier of the Circle of Brunn touches 
the March, and descending tbe*March to 
its confiux with the Taya ; from thence to’ 
St. Johann and the road to Presbourg; 
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R'esbourg and a league round the town; 
the great Danube to the moutli of the 
Raab; the Raab to the frontiers of Stiria ; 
Stiria, Carniola, Istria, and Fiume. 

3. The citadels of Brunn and Gratz 
ghall be evacuated immediately on the 
■ignaturc of the present Armistice. 

4. The detachments of Austrian troops 
tvhich are in the Tyrol and the Voralberg, 
ihall evacuate those two countries, and the 
Fort of Sachsenbourg shall be.given up to 
the French troops. 

5. The magazines of provisions and 
clothtis, which shall be found in the 
countries to be evacuated by the Austrian 
limy, and which belong to it, may be 
emptied. 

6. In relation to Poland, the two armies 
shall take the line which they at present 
occupy. 

7. The present suspension of arms shall 
continue for a rnonlh, and fifteen days 
aotice shall be given before hostilities re¬ 
commence. 

8. Coiriinissaries on either side shall be 

lamed, for the execution of the present 
irtirles. * 

9. From to-morrow, tin* ] .3lh, the Aus- 
•riq^i troopif shall begin their ewueuation 
rf the countries marked out liy this suspen¬ 
sion of arms; and shall retire by daily 
narches.—The fort of Brunn shall be givjn 
ip to the French army on the 14th of 
iuly ; and that of Gratz on the I6th. 

Made and concluded between us the 
indersigned, charged with full powers from 
lur respective sovereigns, the prince of 
Veufchatel, inajor-gcn. of the French 
irmy, and M. Baron Wimpffim, major-gen. 
>f the etat-iuajor of the Austrian army, 

it the camp before Ziiaim, .July 12, 1809. 

• 

Tweniy-fighlh Bulktin. • 

The Danube has’risen'six feet. The 
rridges of boats which had been construct¬ 
ed before Vienna, since the battle of Wa- 
'ram, have been broken by the efiects of 
his rise; but the bridges at EbersdorlF 
ire solid and permanent; none of them 
lave suffered. Those bridges, and the 
ivorks of the island of Lobau, are the^ad-" 
nirationofihe military persons of Austria. 
They avow that such works are without 
example since the time of the Romans.— 
Ihe Archduke Charles having sent nia- 
ior gen. Weissenvof to compliqient the 
Emperor, iind since that, the baron tie 
^inipflen and prince John of Lichtenstein 
having come upon the same courteous er¬ 
rand in his naifte, his majesty has thou^t 
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proper to send to the Archduke, 
of Friuli, grand marshal of the palace; 
who found him at Bu^weis, and passed 
part of yesterday at his head-quarters.— 
The Emperor left his camp at Znaim 
yesterday, at nine o’clock in the morning, 
and arrived at the palace of Schoenbrunn 
at three in the afternoon.—His majesty 
has vi.sited the environs of the village of 
Spitz, which forms the tete-de-pont of 
Vienna. Gen. Bertrand has been charged 
with the execution of ditt'erent works, 
which must he marked out and begun 
this day.—The bridge of piles at Vienna 
will be re-estalilislied with the least de¬ 
lay possible.—His majesty has namSd as 
marshals of the empire, gen. Oudinot, the 
duke of Ragusa, and gen. Macdonald. 
The number of inarshaks was^leven ; this 
nomination will make it 14. There still 
remain two vacancies.—The places of col. 
gen. of the Swjs.s, and col.-gen. of tlie ' 
chasseurs, are also vacant. The col.-gen. 
of the chasseurs, is, according to our coii- 
•stitution, a Grand Officer of i lie etnpire,— 
His majesty has testified his satisfaction 
with the maiitier in which the Surgery 
has been served, and particularly with the 
services of tlie principal surgeon, lleurte- 
loup.—His rnajestv passing through tlie 
field of battle on the 7th, caused a great 
iiuniher rii' the womided to be taken off; 
and left there the duke of Friuli, grand 
marshal of the palace, who remained ail 
day.—The number of wounded Austrians 
in our hands amounts to 12 or 13,000.— 
The Austrians have had 19 generals killed 
or wounded. It has been remarked as a 
singukar fact, that most of the French offi¬ 
cers, whether of old P’rance, or of the new 
provinces, who were in the Austrian ser¬ 
vice, have perished.—Several couriers 
have been intercepted, and among their 
letters has been found a regular correspon¬ 
dence of Gentz with count Stadion. The 
influence of this wretch inthe leading de¬ 
terminations of the Austrian cabinet, is 
hereby materially proved. Suc h are the 
iristrumeritsi, which England employs, likrf 
a new Pandora’s box, to raise storms arid 
spread poison^ on the Continent.—The 
duke of Rivoli’s Corps encamps in the cir¬ 
cle of Znaim ; that of the duke of Auer.s- 
tadt ift the circle of Brunn ; that ot the 
duke of Ragusa in the circle ot Korn- 
Neubourg ; that of marshal Oudinot be¬ 
fore Vienna at Spitz ; that of the Viceroy 
on Presbourg and Grarz. The imperial 
guard returns to the environs of Schoen- 
brann.—The harvest is very fine, apd 
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sbundant every where. The army is can- 
tooecl in a beaiUifuI country, and rich 
in provisions of s^ll kinds, wine particu¬ 
larly. , 


Austria — Supplement to the London Ga¬ 
zette of the 1 Uh qf July,—r( Continued from 
p. 96.; 

Corps qf the General qf Cavalry count Bel- 
legarde. 

Count Bellegardc having received a 
message from geu.Wacquant, that tlie ene¬ 
my was assembling in force before Aspern, 
towards the busiiy meadow, and apparent¬ 
ly hafl in view an assault upon that point, 
was just going to throw a IVcsh battalion 
of Argenteu’s into Aspern, w^cn the ene¬ 
my, in heavy rfiolumns of infantry and ca¬ 
valry, sujiportcd by a numerous artillery, 
began to advance upon the centre of the 
corps in the jjlaifi.—The tjoops stationed 
at Aspern, exhausted as they w ere with the 
incessant fna; kept uj) during the night, 
were unable to withstand the impetuosity 
of the attack; their ammunition, both for 
artillery and muscjuctiy, began to fail, and 
gen. Wacquant relrc'atecl in gotid order to 
the church-yard. This iio.st, gained at so 
dear a rate, was again laken from him, 
alter .several attack ; sustained in conjunc¬ 
tion with lieut.-gen. lliiler ; the place was 
alternately taketi and lost, till at h ngih 
the superiority of our fire obliged the 
enemy to abandon the iiotise, and a last 
assault ol Hiller’s corps prevented all far¬ 
ther attempts.—From the moment of the 
retaking of Aspern it became possible to 
opijose an ofieicsive movement to the ene¬ 
my advancing lipon tlie centre, and to 
operate upon his left flank and cotnnmni- 
cation. Thedelence of Aspern was there¬ 
fore lelt entirely' to Hiller’s corps, and 
while count Bcllegarde appuied his right 
wing on Aspern, he formed his left and 
the centre in tlie direction'of Esslingen, 
in such a manner that, by degrees, he 
gained the right flank of the enemy, com- 
ptdled h imto letrcati and, by tb^* complete 
eflcctof the arl dlcry, brought to l)earupon' 
the left vving, which coiiunanded the wlmlc,' 
space from Aspern to J'isslingeii, gave him 
a most severe defeat. 

* 

Corps of lieutrnarit-generul the prince qf Ho- 
hemollcrn. 

The dawn «tl' morning was with this 
coi |)s also the signal for the renewal of the 
gigantic conflict. Tlie^'iiemy’s infantry 
wui^drawn up in large divisions, and be¬ 


tween it the whole of the heavy cavalry 
was formed in masses. The general of ca¬ 
valry,‘prince Lichtenstein, on observing 
this order of battle, perceivt;d the neces¬ 
sity of keeping up a close communication 
withllie infantry placed nearhim; he there¬ 
fore drew up his right w'ing en echiquier ^ 
behind the corps of infantry, but kept his 
left wing together, wdth reserves posted in 
the rear.—A |)rodigious quantity of artil¬ 
lery covered tj>e fiont of the enemy, who 
seemed desirous to annihilate our corps 
hy the murderous fire of cannon and 
howitzers. Upwards of two hundred pieces 
of camion were engaged on both sides, and 
the oldest soldiers never recollect to h'ive 
witnessed so tieniendoiis a fire.—Vain was 
every effort to .shake the intrepidity of the 
Austrian troops. Napoleon rode through 
his ranks, and according to the report of 
the prisoners, made them acquainted with 
the destruction of hi.s,bridge, hut added, 
that he had him.self ordered it to lie-broken 
down, because in this case there was no 
alternative, but victory or death. Soon 
afterwards the whole of the enemy’s line 
put itself in motion, and the cavalry m.ade 
its principal attack on the point where 
the corps of cavalry of prinefe Liclitqji- 
stein communicated with the left wing of 
lieut.-gon. the prince of Htilienzollern. 
Tlij engagement now became general ; 
the regiments of Rohan, D’Aspre, .loseph 
Collorcdo and Stain, repulsed all the at¬ 
tacks of the enemy. The generals were 
every wht'ie at the bead of their troops, 
and inspired them with courage and per- 
scverarice. The Archduke himself seized 
the colours of Zach’s, and the battalion, 
which had already begun to give way, fol¬ 
lowed with new enthusiasm his heroic ex- 
afiiple. .Most of those who surrounded 
him were wounded ; his adj.-gen. count 
CoWofedo, receiv'ed a Ifall in his head, the 
wound from which was at first considertA 
dangerous; a squeeze of the hand signi¬ 
fied to him the concern of his sympathi¬ 
zing commander, who, filled with contempt 
of death, now fought for glory and for his 
country.—The attacLs of our impenetrable 
corps, both with the sabre and the bayo¬ 
net, so rapidly repeated and so impetuous, 
as to be unparalleled in military annals, 
frustrated ail the intentions of the enemy. 
—He was beaten at all points, and asto¬ 
nished at.such ’undaunted intrepidity, lie 
wa.s obliged to abandon the fieW of bat¬ 
tle.—About this time lieut.-gen. the prince 
of Holienzollei n observed on his left wing, ‘ 
^lear KssIingen, a chasm, wlTich had beep 
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formed during the heat of the engagement, 
and aflorded an advantageous point of at¬ 
tack. Frelich’s regiment, commanded fay 
col. Mecserry, was ordered thiiher in three 
corps, and repulsed four regiments of ca- 
valry, accompanied with infantry and ar¬ 
tillery. The corps remained in the posi¬ 
tion^ which they had taken, till the gre¬ 
nadiers of the reserve, which the Arch¬ 
duke had ordered forward from Brie- 
tenlee, arrived to relieve the battalions 
exhausted with the sanguinary conflict, 
and continued the attack upon the cen¬ 
tre of the enemy’s position. Lieut.-gen. 
D’Aspre penetrated with thefour baUtdions 
of grenadiers of Przezinsky, Puteany, 
Scovaux, and Scharlach, without firing a 
shot, to the enemy’s cannon, where he 
was flanked by such a destructive fire from 
Esslingen, that nothing but the presence 
of the Archduke, who hastened to the 
spot, could have induced his grenadiers to 
maintain their ground. Captain count 
Dombasse liad already reached the ene¬ 
my’s battery, when he wa.s wounded by 
two balls, and (piitted the field.—About 
noon the Archduke ordere<l amew assault 
upon Esslingen, which was immediately 
undertaken by ficld-marshal-lieut. IP As- 
pre with the grenadier battalions of Kir- 
chenl)etter and Scovaux on the left, and 
Scharlach and (ieorgy in front. Five 
times did these gallant troops ruslt U|f to 
the very walls of the houses, burning in¬ 
ternally and ]>laced in a state of defence ; 
some of the grenadiers thrust their bayo¬ 
nets into the enemy’s loop-holes ; but all 
their ert’oi fs were fruitless, for their anta¬ 
gonists fought the fight of despair.— 
The Archduke ordered the grenadiers to 
take up their former position, and v' lien 
they afterwards volunteered to renew tiae 
assault, he would not permit the?n, as the 
enemy was then in full rt’treat. . 

VoTpe of field-marshal lieutenant prince Ro- 
j senberg. 

Both divisions of this corps, which in 
advancing to the engageineut, had com¬ 
posed the fourth and fifth columns, were 
formed fael'ore break of day for a new at¬ 
tack, for which the enemy likewise fnade 
preparation on his side, but with a mani¬ 
fest superiority in numbers.—Prince Ro¬ 
senberg resolved to attack the village of 
Esslingen with the Archduke Charles’s 
regiment of infantry, to push forward his 
other troops in haUalion.s, and in particu¬ 
lar to go and meet the enemy, who was 
advancing iik the open country betvveen 


Kssl ingen and the nearest arm of the Da- 
nabe.—The village was already gainf4« 
and battalions advancing on the left, obli¬ 
ged the enemy, drawn in several lines, 
to yield. The most violeift cannonade 
was kept up ince.ssantly oji^bolh sides, 
and it was .sustained by the troops with 
the greatest fortitude.—Favoured by a fog 
whicii suddenly came on, the enemy’s 
heavy cavalry ventured to attack on ail , 
side.s the corps formed by Sztarray’s and 
Hiller’s regiments of iiifanlry. These 
brave fellows received him with fixed 
btiyonets, and at the last moment poured 
in their fire with such efil-ct, that the 
enemy was compelled to betake himself to 
flight w ith con.sidevable loss. Five times 
were these attacks on Sztarray’s and 
Hiller’s regiments repeated, and each time 
w ere I hey repelled with equal courage and 
re.solution. Tin: cavalry contributed all 
that lay in tiicir power to tijp pursuit of 
the enemy andtiie support of the iulantry. 
—Coburg’.s, the Archduke Ixniis’s, and 
Czartorisky’s rt c'iaieiits, belongiiig to the 
division of lieui.-geii. DeJovich, stationed 
on the right, n'ii<nve;.i the exertions of the 
preceding day' wiih tile same distinction 
and the same success. After this severe 
conflict, the enemy seemed to have no in¬ 
clination to expo.se liiiiiselflo any fresh 
disaster, and confined iiiiiisclf merely to 
the opeiation of his superior artillery.—- 
About eleven a. m. prince Rosenberg 
received order.s IVoni tbe Archduke, Com¬ 
mander in Chief, to make a new attack 
upon Esslingen, and a message to the 
same effect was sent to lieut.-gen Dedo- 
vich, who commanded the right division 
of this corjis.—Prince Ifwsenberg iinine- 
dial.ely formed two coluiims of attack under 
the conduct of lieutenant-generals princes 
llohenloe and Rohan, while lieutenant ge¬ 
neral Dedovich advanced against the cita¬ 
del of the place, and the magazine 

surrounded with walls and ditches.- 

The attack was made with redoubled bra¬ 
very, and our troops ru hed with irre¬ 
sistible impetuosity' ii^to the village. .Still, 
however, they found it impossible to main¬ 
tain this post, into which the enciny kept 
’continually throwing new n.-inforcLinem.s, 
which was of the utmost inipori aiice for 
covering his retreat, which he had already 
resolved upon, and Which he defended 
with an immense sacrifice of lives. Prince 
Rosenberg therefore resiJved to confine 
himself .to the obstinate maintenance of 
Iris own position, to .secure the left flank of 
the army, and to encrease the embarrauk- 
M 2 * ’ 
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moot of the enemy by an incessant fire 
from all the battefies.—In the night be¬ 
tween the 22d and 2.‘jd the enc^rny ac¬ 
complished his^ retreat to the Lobau, and 
at three in the morning his rear-guard 
also had evacuated Esslingen and ail the 
points which he had occupied on the left 
bank of the Danube. Some divisions pur¬ 
sued him’closely, and took possession as 
near as possible of the necessary po.sts ol' 

observation.-Thus terminated a conflict 

of two days, which will be ever memora¬ 
ble in the annals of the world, and in the 
history of war. It was the most obsti¬ 
nate and bloody that has occurred since 
the cohimcncement of the French Revolu¬ 
tion.—It Wits decisive for the glory of the 
Austrian arms, for tVie preservation of the 
monarchy, an^ for the correction of the 
public opinion.—The infantry has entered 
upon a new and hrilliant career, and by 
the firm confidenVe it Jess nianifestt'd in 
its own energies, has [taved the way to 
new victories. 'J’he enemy’s cavalry has 
•een its acquired but hitherto untried glo¬ 
ry dissipated liy the masses of our batta¬ 
lions, who.se cool intrcjdility it w'as unal)lc 
to endure.—Cavalry anti artillery have 
.surpassed tbeniselve.s iti valour, and in the 
space of two days liavc'performed achieve¬ 
ments sufiicient for a whole campaign.— 
Threi; |)ieccs of cannon, seven ammuni¬ 
tion waggons, 17,000 French muskets, and 
about 11.000 cuirasses fei! into the hands of 
the ccaiqneror. 'Fhe loss on both sides 
was very grea.t: thi.s, and the circiim- 
stance that very few ]trisoiii'rs were taken 
by (uther party, proves the detcuniination 
of tlie comlv.limits either to conquer or die. 

■—Till' Aiislrian army laittents the death 
of H7 superior ofFiters, and 4,l!>0 sidial- 
lorns and privali'.s.—r.ieutenant-genei'ai.s 
prince Itoliun, Dedovich, VVelier, and 
Freiiel, gen. Winzingerodc, Crill, Meii- 
stadter, Siegenthal, Colioiedu, Way Ilo- 
iK nl'eld, and liure.sch, (id.') officers, and 
15,051 snlialterns and [trivaies, were 
wounded. Ol these, field marslial lieut. 
Weiter, S oilicer.s ii^id 120 men, were 
taken prisoners by the enemy.— 1 lie loss 
of the enemy was prodigious, and exceeds 
ail e.vpectatioii. It can only be account¬ 
ed for by the efll-et of our concentric fire 
on an exceedingly confined field (.>f battle, 
wliPli! all the batterie? cro-sed enc another, 
and calculated by the following authentic 
data—Conci als >.La.snes, D’Espagne, St. 
Hilaire, and Albnqucrtjue, arc dead ; IVlas- 
sena, Hessieres, Molitor, Boudet. Legrand, 
Lasailf, and the two brothers Legrange, 


wounded; Durosnel and Fouler taken, 
—Upwards of 7,000 men, and an im¬ 
mense numher of horses were buried on 
the field of battle ; 5,000 and some hun¬ 
dred wounded lie in our hospitals. In 
Vienna and the suburbs there are at pre¬ 
sent 29,77.3 wounded ; many were carried 
to St. Pollen, Elms, and as far as Lint/,; 
2,300 were taken. Several hundreds of 
corpses floated down the Danube, and are 
.still daily throwm upon its shores; many 
met their death in the island of Lobau, 
and since the water has fallen in the 
smaller arms of the river, innumerable 
bodies, thus consigned by their comrades 
to everlasting oblivion, have become visi¬ 
ble. The burying of the suflerers is not 
yet over, and a |)('stileiitial air is w'afled 
down the theatre of death.—His imperial 
highness, the Generalissimo, has indeed 
undertaken the duty so dear to^liis heart, 
of acquaittting the monarch and the coun¬ 
try with the names of those who tonk the 
most active share in the achievements of 
these glorious days ; hut hi* acknowledges 
with [irofound emotion, that, amidst the 
rivalsliip of the highest military virtues, it 
is scarcely pos.siblc to distinguisli the 
most valiant, and declares all tln^ soldiers 
of Aspern worthy of public gratitude.— 
His imperial highness considers the intel¬ 
ligent dispositions of the chief of his stafti 
gen.* harou Wimpflen, and his incessant 
ex’erlions, as the foundation of the victory. 

—The efiicers commanding corps have 
ri'I id. red themselves deserving of the high¬ 
est favours by uncommon devotediiess, per¬ 
sonal bravery, warm attachment to their 
sovereign, and their high sense of honour. 

—Tticir names will be transmitted to pos¬ 
terity with the achievements of the valiant 
trcsjps who were under their direction. 
Co!. .Sniola, of the artillery, by his inde- 
fatigsnble activi(y*iti the proper application 
of the orilnance, and his well-known bra- . 
very, rendered the most important service^. 

—The commanding'ofticers of corps and 
columns have furnished a list of the gene¬ 
rals, stafl) and superior officers, who par¬ 
ticularly distinguished them.selves. 

Lieut, geu. count Klenau, who exhibited 
fresh (Proofs of his w'cll known valour,both 
ill the reeonnoisance of the 30th, and in 
the engagements of both days, hestow's 
particular commendations on the conduct 
of eol. Traj)^) of life stall, of col. Hardegg • 
ofScliwaizenberg’s holans, of majorSchei- 
bler of Rosenberg’s light horse, of lieut.- 
col. Lutz and lieut. Laghetty and Mauz ' 
of, tlj« first battalion of jagers.—Lieut.- 
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gen. baron d’Aspre, at tbe head of his 
brave grenadiers, whom he led with the 
most determined intrepidity intq fire, 
deems lient-col. lirs-sinyeii and majors 
Puteaiiy, Kirchen'oetier and Witiiawsky, 
w'orthy ol ioirtieular cunimemiation. Snh- 
Jicut. coTiii! Rc^jiaviisk V distinguished 
• himseu m -i jnaui!. i mat does him the 
highest hixi.M:; J'his young man was 
ca|)iain in t;n; Austrian ivulitia, and being 
afraid at the eominencemeiit <d’ the war 
that he should be obliged to remain with 
his battalion in the interior, he endeavoured 
to procure his removal to a regiment of 
light horse ; and as there was no vacancy, 
lie entered a.s cadet and volunteer into 
Kienmaycr's hussars, in which he ivas 
.soon promoted to a .sub-iieutenaney.-—On 
the attack of the grenadiers he vtduniarily 
accompanied licut.-gen. IT Aspre into j 
the thickest of the fire; and when the 
field-marshal’s horse was shot under him, 
he sprang IVoiii his.^nd presented it to him 
with these words —“ You want him more 
than 1,” He then joined on foot in the 
assault made by the grenadiers, till a 
wound which he received pat an end to 
liis exertions. As a reward for such cv- 
iraordiiiaiy zeal, his imperial highness 
hSs a()pointe(l sub-lieiit. count licze.wusky 
captain in the hulans.—Many individual 
traits of heroism are not yet known, and 
consequently cannot be recorded. 'I’hus 
corporal Prager of Zetiivitz’.s, took pri¬ 
soner one of the enemy’s chefs d’esca- 
tlron before the mass of his battalion. 
Corporals Donner and Horner, and the 
privates Pressich, Herma, and Schmerha, 
of the battalion of prince Kinsky’s legion, 
were cut oil by a fire of musketry from 
their corps, and surrounded by the ene¬ 
my’s cavalry, they fought their way 
through, and rejoiiio<l their battalion.— 

J Oberjager Piolterbevger and the IJn- 
iger hchatler of the .second battalion 
Igers, penetrated into the French em¬ 
ir’s guard, and seized one of the ene- 
s captains in the midst of his ranks. 
The private Larda, of duke Albert’s cui¬ 
rassiers, retook a six-pounder which had 
fallen into the enemy’s hands, and brought 
it back with its equipage. Serjeant'Pap, 
of Chasteler’s, snatched the colours of his 
battalion, from the hands of the dying 
first lieut. Caz^n, who had hincself taken 
it from the ensign who hail been killed, and 
headed his troop with the most *;xeinplary 
intrepidity. Among the artillery there 
. are few but what highly distinguished 
themselves by deeds of tiie most daring 
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and contempt of every danger.—‘But a 
grateful country will noj, fail to hold in , 
hunoiirable remembiance the departed he¬ 
roes vvlio ibund death in the a IMIS of vic¬ 
tory. In this number tho.H; paiiicularly 
worthy of mention are, col. de, F'lemies, of 
Bcllegarde’s—major Daiizer, ofO’Ueiley’s 
—major Gerdecli,ofFioori’s—capt. Charles 
Kaiser and Konovsky, of Roseiibcrg’.s— 
capl. Surgeant, of Reuss Greyz’s—first 
lieut. Cazan, of (.’hasteler’s—and lieut. 
Zakazill, of the artillery, who displayed 
the most extraordinary proofs of valour, 
and with his dying breath recomriiciided 
liis widow to llie paternal care of his nia- 
jesty. 

Ba'I'Ti.f. or I alavera .—From ilte Jjondon 
(j'azftte Extraordinary, 'Vutsduy.Au!’. 15, 
I80i). 

Downing-street, Aug. Ti, I SOD.—Dis¬ 
patches, of whi^h the following are Copies 
and Extracts, were this day received at the. 
ofiicc of lord viscount Castlereagh, one of 
his maje.sty’s princijia) .Secretaries of State, 
from lieul.-gen. the right hoii. sir Arthur 
Wellesley, k. h., dated 'I'alavera, 2dth 
July, 180L». 

Talavcra di: la Reyna, July 20, ISOP. 

My Lord ; Cieriei al Cuesta Ibllowed the 
enemy’s march with his army from the 
Allierche on the morning of the 2Mli as far 
as Santa Olall.i, and pushed forward hii 
advanced guard as far as Torrijos. For 
the reasons stated to your lordship in my 
dispatch of the 2Hh, 1 moved only two di- 
visioii-s ofinfanti y and a brigade of cavalry 
across tlie Alberche to Casalegos, under the 
command of lieut.-geii. S4ierbrooke, with 
a view to keeji up the coinniunicatioti be¬ 
tween gen. Cuesta and me, and with sir R. 
Wilson’s corps at Escalona. It appears that 
gen. Vanegas had not carried into execu¬ 
tion that part of the plan ofoperations which 
related to his corps, and that he was still at 
Dainiel, in La Mancha; and the enemy in 
the course of the 2+th, 23th and 2()th, col¬ 
lected all his forces in this part of Spaki, 
between Torrijos and Toledo, leaving but a 
small corps of 2,000 men in that place. 

*—His united drmy thus consisted of the 
corps of marshal Victor, of that of gen. Se- 
ijastiani, and of? or 8,000 men, the guards 
of Joseph Buonaparti, and the garrison 
of Madrid, and it was commanded by 
Joseph Buonaparte, aided by marshals 
Juurdan and Victor, and gen. Sebastiani. 
—On the 2(ith gen. Cucsta’s advanced 
guard was attacked near Torrijos, ^and 
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obliged to fall back, and the general retir¬ 
ed with his army on that day to the left 
bank of the AibercliCj gen. Sherbrooke con¬ 
tinuing at Casalegos, and the enemy at 
Santa Ola)ia.* It was then obvious, that tlie 
enemy intended to try the resultofa gene, 
ral action, for which the best position ap¬ 
peared to be in the neighbourhood of Tala- 
vera,aiKl gen. Cuesta having consented to 
take np this position on the morning of the 
U7tb, I ordered gen. Sherbrooke to retire 
with his corps to its station in the line, leav¬ 
ing gen. M'Kenzie with adivision of infan¬ 
try and a brigade of cavalry, as an advanced 
post in the wood on liie right of Alberche, 
wbieli covered our left flank. The posi¬ 
tion taken up by the troops at Talavera 
extended rather more ihait two miles; 
the ground vyas o[)en u|)on llie left, where 
the British army was stationed, an!! it was 
commanded by a height, on wiiich was in 
echeilnn aiid in*second line a division of 
iiiluntry under the orders of uiajor-gcn. 
Hill. There was a valley between this 
height, and a range of mountains still fur¬ 
ther upon the left, which valley was not 
at first occupied, as it was eonunanded by 
the lieight before mentioned ; and the 
range of mountains appeared too distant, to 
have any influence upon the expected 
action. The right, consisting ol ypaiiisli 
troops, extended inimediaiely in front of 
the to.vn of Talavera down to the Tagus. 
This part of tlie ground was covered by 
olive trees, aiid much intersected by banks 
and ditches. The Itigli road leading from 
the bridge oyer the AlbtMche, wa.s defend¬ 
ed by a heavy battery in front of a church, 
which was occii|)if d by .Spanish infantry. “ 
All the avenues to the town were defend¬ 
ed in a similar manner; the town was 
occupied, and the remaindcT of the Spanish 
infantry was formed into two lines behind 
the lianks, on the roads which led from the 
town and the right, to the loft of our posi¬ 
tion.—In the centre, between the two 
armies, there was a commanding spot of 
ground, on which we had commenced to 
construct a redoub|,, with some open ground 
in its rear. Brig.-geii. Alexander Campr^ 
bell was posted at this spot with a division 
of infantry, supporied in his rear by geh. 
Cotton’s brigade of dragoons, and some 
Spanish cavalry.—At about two o’clock 
on. the 27th, tHo enemy appeared in 
strength on the left bank of the AIbcrchc, 
and manifested an intention to attack gen. 
Mackenzie’s division. The attack was 
made before they could be withdrawn; 
but the troops,'consisting of gen. Mac¬ 


kenzie’s and col. Donkin’s brigades, and 
gen, Anson’s brigade of cavalry, and sup¬ 
ported by gen. Payne with the other four 
regiments of cavalry, in the plain between 
Talavera and the\vood, withdrew in good 
order, but with some loss, particularly by 
the 2d battalion 87th regiment, and 2d 
battalion 31st regiment, in the wood.—' 
Upon this occasion, the steadiness and dis- ’ 
cipline of the 45th regiment, and the 5th 
battalion 60th regiment, were conspicuous, 
and I had particular reasons for being sa¬ 
tisfied with the manner in which major- 
gen. Mackenzie withdrew his advanced 
guard. As the day advanced, the enemy 
appeared in larger numbers on tlie right 
of the Alberche, and it was obvious that be 
was advancing to a general attack on the 
combined army.—General Mackenzie con¬ 
tinued to fall back gradually upon the left 
of the position of the combined armies, 
where he was placed in the second line, 
in the rear of the Guard.s, col. Donkin 
In ing placed in the same situation further 
upon the left, in the rear of the King’s 
German Legion. 

The enemy immcdiatelj'coiimienced his 
attack in the dusk of the evening by a 
cannonade upon the left of our position ;■ 
and by an attempt, with his cavali /, to 
overthrow the Spanish ihl'antry posterl, as 
I have bel’ore stated, on (he right. This 
atfiempt failed entirely. Early in the night 
he jiushed a division along the valley, on 
the left of the heiglit occupied by gen. 
Hill, of which he gained a momentary 
posse.ssion, but major gen. Hill attackfxl it 
instantly with the i)ayonet, and regained 
it.—'I'liis attack was repeated in the night, 
but failed, and again at day-light in the 
morning of the 28th, by two divisiions of 
tnfantrv, and w'as repulsed by major-gen. 
Hill. ^lajor-gen. Hill has reported to 
me ill a partie^ar manner the condilet of 
the 29th regiment, and of the 1st batt'dign 
18lh regiment in these different affkiis, as 
well as that of ratfjor-gen. Tilson and \rig. 
gen. Stewart.—We have lost many bfii»B 
officers and soldiers in the defence of this 
important point in our position ; among 
others 1 cannot avoid to mention brigade- 
major Fordyce, and brigade-major Gard¬ 
ner ; and major-gen. Hill was himself 
wounded, but, I am happy to say, but 
slightly. The defeat of this attempt w^s 
followed about*noon by a general attack 
with the enemy’s whole force upon tht 
whole of that part of the position occupied 
by the British army..—^In consequence of 
jthe repeated attempts upon the height bn 
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our left by the valley, 1 had placed two 
brigades ef British cavalry in that valley, 
supported in the rear by the Due d'Albu¬ 
querque’s division of Spanish cavalry.— 
The enemy then placed light infantry in 
the range of mountains on the left of the 
valley, which were opposed by a division 
, of Spanish infantry under licut.-gen. De 
Bassecourt —The general attack began 
by the march of several columns of infan¬ 
try into the valley with a view to attack 
the height occupied by major-gen. Hill. 
These columns were immediately charged 
by the 1st German It. dragoons and 23d 
dragoons, under the command of gen. An¬ 
son, directed by lieut, gen. Payne, and 
supported by gen. Fane’s brigade of heavy 
cavalry ; and although the 2Sd dragoons 
suflercd considerable loss, the charge had 
tho tdicet of preventing the execution of 
that part of the enemy’s plan. At the same 
time lie directed an attack upon briga- 
dier-gen. Alvx. C^mipbell’s position in the 
centre of the combined armies, and on the 
right of the British. This attack was mo.5t 
successfully repulsed by brigadicr-gen. 
Campbell, supported by the King’s regi¬ 
ment of Spanish cavalry, and two batta¬ 
lions of Sf»anish infantry; and brigadier- 
gen. Campbell took the enemy’s cannon. 
—The brigadier-general mentions parti¬ 
cularly the conduct of tho 97th, the 2d 
battalion 7tb, and of the 2d battalion ,53d 
regiments, and 1 was highly satisfieu with 
the manner in w hich this part of the posi¬ 
tion was defended. x\n attack was also 
made at the same time upon lieut. gen. 
Sherbrooke’s division, which was on the 
kift and centre of the 1st line of the British 
army. This attack was most gallantly re- 
pul.scd by a charge with bayonets, by 
the whole division, but the brigade of 
Guards, which were on the right, hating 
ulvanced too far, they were exposed on 
■leir left Hank Hi the lire of the enfemy’s 
• lottery, and of their retiring columns; 

Ind the division was obliged to retire to- 
,^Avards the original position, under cover of 
the 2d line of gen. Cotton’s brigade of 
cavalry, which 1 had moved liom the 
centre, and of the 1st battalion 4-8th regi¬ 
ment. I had moved this regiment frory 
its original position on the heights, as soon 
as 1 observed the advance of the Guards, 
and it was formed in the plain, and ad¬ 
vanced upon the enemy, and covered the 
formation of lieut. gen. Sberljrooke’s divi¬ 
sion. . Shortly after the repulse of this ge¬ 
neral attack, in which apparently all the 
enemy’s troops were employed, he com- 
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menced his retreat across'the Albercbe, 
which was conducted in the most regular 
order, and was eifected,during the night, 
leaving in our bands ti^enty pieces of csin* 
non, ammunition, tumlirils^aiKl some pri¬ 
soners.—Your lordship will observe by 
the inclosed return the great loss which 
we have sustained of valuable officers and 
soldiers, in Uiis long and hard-fought ac¬ 
tion, w'ith more than double our number. 
That of the enemy has been much greater. 

I am informed that entire brigades of in¬ 
fantry have been destroyed, and indeed 
the battalions that retreated were much 
reduced in numbers. By all accounts 
their loss is ten thousand men. Generals 
Lapisse and Morlot are killed ; j^nerals 
Sebastiani and Boulet wounded.—i have 
particularly to lament the loss of major- 
gen. Mackenzie, who h;nl distinguished 
himself on the 27 th ; and of brigadier-gen. 
Langworth, of the King’s German Legion ; 
and of brig|idc-niajor* Beckett, of the 
Guards.~Yoiir lordship will observe, that 
I the attacks of the enemy were principally, 
if not entirely, directed against the Bri- 
tish troops. The Sp.mish Commander is 
Chief, his officer.s, and troops, manilcsied 
every disposition to render ns assistance, 
and those of ilietii which were engaged 
did their duty ; but the ground which 
they occupied w as so important, and iu 
front at the same time so difficult, that 1 
did not think it proper to urge them to 
make any movement to the left of the 
enemy, while he was engaged with us.— 
—I have reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct of all the officers and troops. I 
am much indebted to lieut.-gen. Sher¬ 
brooke for the assistance I received from 
him, and for the manne!' in which he led 
OP his division to the charge with bayo¬ 
nets.—^To lieut.-gen. Payne and the caval¬ 
ry, particularly gen- Anson’s brigade, to 
major-gens. Hill and Tilson, brigadiej- 
gens. Alex. Campbell, Rd. Stewart, and 
Cameron, and to the divisions and bri¬ 
gades of infantry under their commands 
respectively, particularly the 29tli regK 
ment, qpmmandediiy col. While; the 1st 
battalion 4Sth, commanded by col. Don- 
ticllan, aftet;\vards when that officer was 
wounded, by major Middlcmore; the 2d 
battalion 7th, commanded by lieut.-col. 
sit' Win. Myers; the 2d battalion 53d, 
commanded by lieut.-col. Bingham; the 
97th, commanded by col. Lyon; the 1st 
battalion of detacbmeiifs, commanded by 
iieut.-col. Bunbury, and the 2d battalion 
31st, commanded by major Watson, and 
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of the commanded by lieut.-col. 

Guard, and 5th battalion 60th, commanded 
by major Davy,*on tlm 27th.—The ad¬ 
vance of the brigade of Guards was most 
gallantly conducted by brigadier-gen. 
Campbell, and wlien necessary, that bri¬ 
gade retired, and fbi nied again in the best 
order. The artillery, under brigadier- 
gen. Howortb, was also, throughout these 
days, of the gieatest service, and I had 
every reason to be satisfied with the assist¬ 
ance I received from the chief engineer 
lieut.-col. Fletcher, the adj.-gen., briga¬ 
dier-gen. the hon. C. Stewart, and the 
quarter-niastcr-gen. col. Murray, and the 
officer of those departments respectively, 
and from col. Bathurst and the officers of 
my personal staff. 1 also received much 
assistance from col. O’Lav^or, of the 
Spanish serviKe, and from brigadier-gen. 
Whittingham, who was wounded when 
bringing up the two Spani.sh battalions to 
the assistance of brigadier-gcii. Alex. 
Campbell.—I send this by capt. lord I'itz- 
roy Someiset, who will give your lord- 
■hip any I'urther inl’ormation, and whom I 
beg leave to recommend. I have lliu !io- 
nour to be, &c. Ahtiiliu VVELi.Esmy. 

Keturn of the Numbers'of Killed, VV'^ounded, 
and Alissing of the Ariii)( uirder tlie 
nuitld of lieiit.-aeii. sir A. Wellesley, k. b., 
in action >vith tlic l‘'reiieh army, eoinniauded 
by Josepli Buonaparte in person, in front 
of tlie town of 'ralavera de la Iteyiia, on 
the 27tli of .July iaO!>. 

Geiiertil Staff; 1 olileer killed.—14tij Liglit 
Dragoons; 1 nink and file vrnunded.—1st Light 
Dragoons King’s'German Legion; 2 rank and 
file killed ; 1 officer, 1 rank and iilo wounded; 

1 rank and file irqssing.—Royal British Artil¬ 
lery; 2 rank and file wounded.—Royal Jilngi- 
neers; 1 officer wounded.—1st Bat. Cold- 
•tream Guards; J officer killed; 1 officer, 2 
rank and file wounded.—2d Bat. 24tli Foot; 

1 rank and file killed ; 6 rank and file wound¬ 
ed ; 5 rank and file missing.—Isi Bat. 29ili 
Foot; 10 rank, and file killed; 1 officer, 42 
rank and file wounded; 1 rank add file missing. 
—2d Bat. Slst Foot; 1 officer, Iserj., 22 rank 
and file, killed; 4 officers, 3 serj., 85 rank and 
fil? wounded; 2 ruiA and file missing.—1st 
But. 45th Foot;* 4 rank and file killed; 1 
officer, 1-3 rank and file wounded ; 7 rank ftnd,| 
file missing.—1st Bat. 48,th Foot; 8 rank arid 
file wounded.—2d Bat. 48tli Foot; 3 rank and 
file wounded.—5tli Bat. 60th Foot; .3 rank and 
file killed; 1 officer, #rank and file wounded; 

1 dmr'., 18 rank and file missing.—1st Bat. 61st | 
Foot; 3 rank and file killed; 1 officer, 3 
rank and file wounded.—2d Bat. 87th Foot; 

1 officer, 26 rank and file killed ; 10 Offi- 
•ers, 3 serjeahts, 124 rank and file wounded; 


I serjeant, 83 rank and file missing.—Jst Batt, 
88tU Foot; 2 officers, 7 rank and file killed; 
25 rank and file wounded; 30 rank and file 
inissiiigi.—1st Bate. Detachments; 1 officer, 1 
seijeant, 13 rank and file killed ; 2 serjeants, 
38 rank and file wounded ; S officers,. 13 rank 
and file missing.—1st Line Batt. King’s Ger¬ 
man Legion; 2 rank and file killed; 7 rank 
and file wounded.—1st and 2d Liglit Batts, 
ditto; 4 rank and file killed; 2 officers, 2 ser¬ 
jeants, 23 rank and file wounded; 5 rank and 
file missing.—2d Line Batt. ditto ; 3 rank and 
file wounded.—5th ditto, ditto; 6 rank and file 
killed ; 2 serjeants, 32 rank and file wounded; 

II rank and file missing.—7tli ditto, ditto ; 19 
rank and file killed; 1 officer, 5 serjs. 1 jlinr. 
43 rank and file wounded ; 1 dmr. 76 rank and 
file inisaiiig. 

Total—7 officers, 2 serjs. 122 rtink and file 
killed; 24 officers, 17 seijs. 1 dmr. 465 
rank and file wounded; S officers, 1 serj. 2 
dnirs. 202 rank and file missing. 

Niimes of the Officers killed, wounded, and 
missing, of the Army under the cutiiniand of 
lieut. gen. sir A. Wellesley, k. b. in action 
with the French Army, commanded bj Ju* 
seph Buonaparte in person, in front of the 
town ofTalaverade la Reyna, on the 27tU 
July, 1809. 

Killed. —General Staff; capt. Fordyce, Ulst 
reg. deputy adj. gen.—Coldstream Guards; 
lieut. col. Ross.—2d Batt. Slst Foot; capt, 
l.odge,—1st Batt. 88th Foot; lieuts. Graytfon 
and M'Cartliy.—1st Balt. Detachments; lieut. 
M'Dougul, 9lst reg.—2d Batt. 87tli Foot; 
F,ui;igii La .Serre. 

Wounded. —1st Lt. Drags. King’s German 
Legion ; lieut. tleimbruck, severely in the arm. 
—Royal lingineers; capt. Buothby, severely 
in the thigh.—1st Batt. Coldstream Guards; 
caj)t. and adj, Bryan, severely.—20th Foot; 
lieut. I’opham, severelyi—2d Balt. Slst Foot; 
fapt. Coleman, lieut. Geo. Beamish, severely; 
ensigns Gamble and Sorden, slightly.—Isi 
Batt. 45th Foot; lieut. col. Guard, severely. 
—5th Batt. 60th Foot; capt. Wolf) severely. 
—Slst BaH. 61st Foot; major Coghlan, ditto. 
—2d Batt. 87th Foot; capt. blacrea, severely; 
capt. Sommersall, •slightly; lieut. Kavanfch, 
ditto; lieuts. Bagnall, Kingston, Johnson, Md. 
Carroll, severely; ensign Moore, slightly; in- 
signs Knox and Butler, severely.—Rifle Cow> 
King’s German Legion ; captain Durii^ 
sjightly ; lieutenant Holle, severely.—7th Line 
King’s German Legion, adj. Delius, severely. 

Missing. —1st Batt. Detachments ; captain 
Poole. 53d Foot; capt. Walsh, 91st Foot; and 
lieut.Cameron, 70ih Foot. 

Return of the numbers, killed, wounded, and 
missing, of the Army under the command 
of lieut. gen. sir A. Wellesley, k. b. in action 
with th^ French*Arn)y, commanded by Jo¬ 
seph Baonapart^ in person, atTaiaverade la 
Reyna, on the 28th July, 1809. * 

General Staff; 4 officers killed; 9 offieers 
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wounded.--Sd Drag« Guards; 1 officer, 1 tank 
aad file, wounded; 1 rank and file missing.—« 
4cb Dragoons; 3 rank and file killed; 2 serjs. 

7 rank and file wounded.—I4th Lt. Dragftons; 

3 rank and file killed ; 6 officers, 6 rank and file, 
wounded.—16tl» Lt. Dragoons; 6 rank and 
file killed ; 1 officer, 5 rank and file, W'ounded; 

2 rank and file missing.—23d Lt. Dragoons; 
t officers, 3 seijs. 44 rank and file, killed ; 4 
.officers, 2 serjs. 1 dmr. 43 rank and file, 
wounded; 3 officers, 7 serjs. 2 diiirs. 96 rank 
and file missing.— IstLt. Dragoons King’s Ger¬ 
man Legion ; i dinr. killed ; 2 officers, 1 serj. 

S dinrs. 29 rank and file, wounded; 2 rank 
and file, missing.—lioyal British Artillery, 1 
officer, 7 rank and file, killed ; 3 officers, 21 
rank and file wounded.—Royal German Artil¬ 
lery ; 1 serj. 2 rank and file killed ; 3 serjs. 27 
rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file miss¬ 
ing.—Royal Jsngineers ; 1 officer wounded.— 
Royal Staff Corps; 2 officers wounded.—1st 
Butt. Coldstream Guards ; 1 officer, 33 rank 
and file, killed ; 8 officers, 11 seijs. 1 dmr. 239 
rank and file, wounded,—IstBatt. 3d Guards; 
5 officers, 4 serjs. 45 rank and file, killed ; 0 
officers, 11 serjs. 1 dirfr. 249 rank and file, 
wounded ; 1 rank and file missing.—3d Loot, 
or Buffs; 1 serj. 25 rank and file, killed; 2 
officers, 5 serjs. 102 rank and file wounded ; 7 
, rank and file missing. 2d Balt. 7th Foot; 1 
officer, 6 rank and file killed; 3 ofiicers, 1 serj. 

2 dinrs. 51 rank and file wounded ; 1 rank and 
file, missing.-a-2d Batt. 24tli Foot; 2 seijs. 42 
ranlTand file, killed; 10 utiicers, 13 serjs. 255 
rank and file, wounded; 21 rank and file, 
missing,—Ist Batt. 29th Foot; 1 sen. 25 
rank and file, killed ; 6 officers, 98 rank and 
tile, wounded; 2 rank and file missing.— 
2d Batt. 31st Foot; 1 serjeant, 20 rajik and 
file, killed; 3 officers, 5 seij., 97 rank and file, 
.wounded; 5 rank and file missing.—1st Batt. 
40th Foot; 7 rank and file killed; 1 officer, 2 
serj, 47 rank and file, wounded; 1 rank and 
file missing.—1st Batt. 45th Foot; 9 rank and 
file killed; 2 officers, 4 serj. 130 rank and file 
wounded; 1 officer, 1 serj. 1 dmr. 10 rank and 
file missing.—Isc Batt. 48(h Foot; 22 rank and, 
file killed; 10 officers, 3 serj, 132 rankand file, 
wounded ; 1 rank and file missing.—2d Batt. 
48th Foot; 1 serj., llVank aiid file killed ; *2 
offic»s, 3 serj., 50 rank and file wounded; 1 of¬ 
ficer fnissing.—2d Batt. 53d Foot; 6 rank and 
file mlled; 2 officers, 1 seij. 29 rank and file, 
».w«tided; 1 rank and file missing.—5th Balt. 
60th Foot; 1 dmr., 6 rank and me, killed; 6 
officers, 1 serj., 24 rank and file, wounded; 2 
serj., 10 rank and file, missing.—1st Batt. 6l8t 
Foot; 3 officers, 1 dmr. 42 rank and file, 
Itilled ; 10 officers, 10 serj. 183 rank and file, 
“bounded; 16 rank and file missing.—2d Batt. 
66th Foot; 1 serj. 15 rank and file, killed ; 11 
officers, 5 serj. 83 rank and file, wounded; 1 
, seij. 10 rank and file, missing.—2d Batt. 83d 
Foot; 4 officers, 1 seij., 37 rank *and file, 
killed; 11 offficers, 11 seijeants, 2 dmrs., 189 
^auk and file, wounded ; 28 rank and file miss- 
■ iiig.—aid Batt. 87^th Foot; 1 Mig., 8 rank and 


file, killed; 8 officers, 8 serj. 40 rank and file, 
wounded; 5 rank and file, mis&ing.—1st Batt. 
88th Foot; 1 officer, 1 serjrll rank and file, 
killed; 3 officers, 60 rank a^d file, wounded.— 
1st Batt. 97th Foot; 6 rank ant^file killed; 25 
rank and file, wounded ; 1 officer, 21 rank and 
file, missing.—1st Batt. Detachments ; 26 rank 
and file killed ; 9 officers, 6 seij. 1 dmr., 159 
rank and file, wounded ; 1 dmr., 1 rank and file 
missing.—2d Batt. Detachments; 7 rank and 
file, killed ; 13 rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank 
and file missing.—IstLiiie Batt. King’s German 
Legion; 2 officers, 1 serj. 36 rank and file, 
killed ; 10 officers, 13 serj., 1 dinr., 227 rank 
and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file missing,— 
l$t and 2d Light Batt. ditto; 6 rank and file 
killed ; 3 serj. 34 rank and fik; wounded.^—2d 
Line Batt. ditto; 4 serj. 57 rank and file, killed; 

14 officers, 14 serj. 3 dmrs, 271 rank and file, 
wounded; 24 rank and file missing.—5th ditto, 
ditto; 3 officers, 1 serj. 1 dmr., 25 rank and 
file killed ; 6 officers, 8 serj., 1 dair., 109 rank 
and file, wounded ; 1 dmr., 100 rank and file, 
missing.—7th ditto, ditto ; 2 serj., 15 rank and 
flic, killed; 4 officers, 7 serj. %8 rank and file, 
wounded; Sserj.,dmrs., 49 rank and file, 
missing. 

Total; 27 officers, 26 serjeants, 4 dmrs., 618 
rank and file, killed; 171 officers, 148 seij. 

15 dmrs., 3072 rank and file, wounded; 6 ofli- 
cers, 14 serj,, 7 dmrs., 418 rank and file misting. 

Return qf Ordnance, Ifc. taken in the Battle 
ij' the 'i'&th July. 

4 eight-pounders, 4 six ditto, 1 four ditto, 1 
six-inch howil,7.cr, 2 tumbrils, complete in ain- 
miinitioii; taken by brigadier-general A. Camp¬ 
bell’s Virigade.—6 pieces of ordnance, 1 six- 
inch howiteer; left by the enemy, and found in 
tlie woods.—1 standard, taken by the 29th r»- 
giment; 1 ditto, destroyed by ditto.—3 stand¬ 
ards, taken by the King’s German Legion. 

Charles Stewart, Brig.-Gcn. Adj.-Gen. 

Names of the Officers killed,, wounded, and 
missing of the Army under the command of 
Lie'it.-Gen. Sir A. Wellesley, k. b. in the 
Action witli the French Army, commanded 
by Joseph Buonaparte in person, at Talavera 
de la Reyna, on the 28th July, 1809, 

Killed. —GaneralStafF; major gen. Macken¬ 
zie and brigadier gen. Langworth.—Coldstream 
Guards; capt. Beckel^ brigade major to brigade 
of Guards.—43d Foot; capt. Gardner, brigade 
major to brigadier gen. gtewart.—23d Ligfa; 
Dragoons; Ifeuts. King and Powell.—1st Bat. 
Coldstream Guards; ensign Parker.—Royal 
Aetilfery; lieut. Wyatt.—1st Bat. 3d Guards; 
cupts. Walker, Buchanan, Dalrymple; ensign 
Ram; adj. Irby. —2d Bat. 7th Foot; lieut. Beau- 
foy.—lit Bat. 61st Foot; n^jor F. Orpen; enpt. 
H. James; lieut. Dan. Haimes.—2d Bat. 8Sd 
Foot; lieut. colonel Gordon; lieuts. Dahman, 
Montgomery, Flood.—1st Bat. 8ech Foot; capt. 
Blake.—1st Light Bat. King’s German l«gion; 
capt. Versalle, capt. Henry Hode#«rg. 

Wounded. —gen. HiU, slightly; bri- 



gadier gen. A. Campbell, slightly; ditto U. 
Campbell, severely, but not dangerously.— 
13 th Light Drageons; capt. Whitiingliam, de¬ 
puty-assistant qmirter-inaster general, slightly. 
-*- 9 l 6 t Regiment; capt. Blair, brigade major 
to general Cameron, severely.—Coldstream 
Guards ; capt. Buuverie, aid-de-caiup to sir A. 
Wellesley, slightly.—92d Foot; Ulysses Burgh, 
diKo, diito.— 1 st Bat. Line, King’s German Le¬ 
gion ; capt. Zcrssen, aid-de-camp to geii. i.ang- 
wcrtb, Severely.—Sicily Ilegiinent; capt. Craig, I 
aid-de-camp to gen. Slierhrool^e, slightly.— 
Sd Dragoon Guarfs; capt. Bryce, severely.— 
14th Light Dragoons; col. Hawker, slightly; 
capts. Chapman and Hawker, severely: lieut. 
£llis,ditto; lieuts.Wuimnan nndSnittii, slightly. 
—16lh ditto; lieut. Bence, slightly.—23d ditto; 
capts. Howard and Fraiiklaiid, severely; lord 
W. Russell, slightly; cornetDodvile, ditto.— 
Ist Light Dragoons, King’s German Legion; 
beut. Poten, severely; comet Teuts, sligliily. 
—Royal Engineers ; lieut. Stanway, slightly.— 
Royal Brit. Artillery; lieut. cnl. Vrainlingham, 
■lightly; capts. Taylor and Baynes, ditto.— 
Royal Stair CuiPps ; capt. Todd, slightly; lieut. 
Shancham, ditto.— 1 st But?Coldstream Guards; 
lieut. col. Stihbert, and sir W. Sheridan, se¬ 
verely, hut nut dangerously; capts. Millniati 
•lid Christie, ditto; capts. Collier and Wood, 
slightly; capt. .Tenkiiisoii, severely; cnsigii 
SaiidilaiKis, ditto, but not dangerously.— 1 st 
Bat. 3d Gourds; lieuf. col. Gordon, slightly; 
major Fotheringliam, ditto; capt. Geils, ditto; 
ensigns Acheson, Towers, and Scott, tlitto.— 
1st Bill. 3d Foot, or BulTs ; lieut. col. Muter, 
•everely, since deail; major Druriirnund, bre¬ 
vet lieut. col. stijihily.—^^ 2 d Bat. 7th Foot; 
lieuts. Kerwaii and Muter, severely ; atlj. Page, 
•lightly.— 2 il Bat. 24lh Foot; lieut. col. Drmn- 
inond, severely; loujur Pophain, ditto; capt. 
Collis, dnto; capt. Evaais, ililto, since dead; 
lieut. Viirdy, slightly; ensigns Grant, Skene, 
•nd Johnson, severely.— 2d Bat. 24th Foot; 
ensign Jessiiniin, severely; adj. Topp, slight]jf. 
—29th Foot ;»capt. Gaunileit, severely; lieuts. 
Stalins, Lesl e, Stanhope,'ditto; lieut. Nichol¬ 
son, slightly ; cap'. Neabolt, ditto.—2d Bat, 
SlsiFoot; capt. Nicholls, slightly; lieut. Tir- 
dlestone, sliglitly ; lieut. A. Beamish, severely. 
— 1 st Bat. 4bth Foot; caoi. Colquhoun, slight¬ 
ly.— 1 st. Bat. 45ili Foot; major Gwyn, slight¬ 
ly ; Ijeut. Cole, ditto.— 1 st' Bat. 48th Foot; 
lieut.. cnl. Doiiellaii, severely; lirevet major 
Hurston, slightly; eupts. Wotitl and French, 
ditto; lieuts. Dr^uight, Page, ami. Cheslyii, 
severely; lieut®' Cdesand Ciiiflbertson, sligjit- 
ly; ensign Vandermenlcn, seveiely.—gd B.it- 
tiUion dBih Foot; lieutenant J..hn.-on, .sligh l> ; 
ensign Kenny, severely.— 2 d Bat. 53d Foot; 
major Kingseote, slightly ; caut. Stowell, ditto. 
5th Batt. 60th Foot; capt. GarliC b. major, 
slightly ; capt. Andrew, ditto; lieuts. Zulke, 
Ritter, and Mitchell, severely ; ensign .41ten- 
Btein, ditto.-^lst Batt. 61st Foot; Capts. Fur- 
•nasse, Laiiig, Goodsinnn, and Haitley. slightly; 
lieuts. M||,ean and Tench, ditto; lieut. Col¬ 
lins, severely; - lieut. Gwan, slightly; ensign 
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Brackenburg, dittp; adj. Drew*, severety.— ^ 
2 d Batt. 66 th Foot; capt. Kelly, slightly; 
capt. Stuart, severely; capt. Adams, brevet 
lieuts col. ditto; lieuts. Morris, Duilgeon, 
Humbly attd Steel, severely; lieut. Shew- 
bridge, slightly ; lieut. Moigao, severely ; en¬ 
sign Cotter, ditto; ensign Macartliy, slightly; 
—2d Batt. 83H Foot; capt. Soinmerfield, 
slightly; capt. Reynolds, leg ainpuiiiit-d ; lieut. 
Nicholson, severely; lieuts. Baldvi'inand Johi> 
son, sliglitly; lieut. Abell, severely; lieut. 
Pyne, .slightly ; ensigns Buggie and Carey, .se¬ 
verely ; ensign Letoller, slightly; adj. Bra- 
hatu, ditto.— 2 d Ball. 87th Foot; major 
Gough, severely ; lieut. Rogers, .slightly ; en¬ 
sign Pepper, diito.— 88 ih Foot; capt,Brown, 
severely; lieut. Wliittle, ditto ; ensign White- 
law, ditto.— 1 st Bait. Detachments; major 
Ross, 38th regt. severely; capt. M‘Pherson, 
35th ditto, ditto ; capt. Bradley, 28lh ditto, 
slightly; capt. Chanceller, 38tli ditto, ditto; 
lieut. Gilbert, 28lh ditto, .severely ; lieut. 
M'Beth, 42d ditto, ditto; lieut. Fulltrion,38th 
ditto, slightly ; lieut. Munroe, 42d iliiio, ditto; 
lieut. Brown, 43d ditto, ditto.— 1 st Butt. Line, 
King's German Legfon; mnjor Bodeker, se¬ 
verely ; capt. Marshal, ditto; capt. Saffe, 
slightly ; capt. Pcter.sdorf, ditto; lieuts. Gor- 
ben, senior, Ernest llodeiiherg, and Fretl. Ho-' 
denberg, severely; lieuts. Salle, and .Scliluiter* . 
senior, slightly ; ensign Allen, ditto.—2ii Line 
Batt. King’s German Legion; lieut. col. 
Brauns, severely ; major Bclhivillc, slitihlly ; 
capt. Bergiiiaii, severely; captain llfldritlt, 
slightly ; capt. Sliamliorsl, severely. —2d Line 
Batt. King’s German Legion lieuts. Beuer- 
<man, Winkstern, Wes-erll, Woek, lb.lh', se¬ 
verely; ensign Tinch, slightly; ensign'-.Schtiiiilt, 
Billeb, Blnmenhagen, severely.—5th B.itt. Line 
King’s German Legion; capt. llainelberg, se¬ 
verely ; capt. Gerber, slightly ; lieuts. Liiisip- 
gen nnd During, severely; ensign Brandes, 
slightly ; ensign Kohler, severely.— Isi Batt. 
King's Gennan Legion ; tuajor Berger,slightly; 
lieut. Volgee, ditto; lieut. Frrytag, severely; 
ensign Offen, ditto.—a3d Dragoons ; capts. Al¬ 
len nnd Drake, wounded and niLsiiig ; lieut. 
Andefson, ditto.—45tli Foot; capt. Leckey, 
brigade major^ missing.—48tli Foot, 2|1 Batt.; ^ 
'ensign Reeves, niissrng.—97ih Foot! lieub i 
Shipley, ditto. I . 

Ueiiirn of the l^uinbcrs of killed, whunded, 
and missing, of the Army under tmr gun- 
mand of Lietil. Geu. sir A. Wc ilesleyTk. b. 
in action with the iTencb Army, coaiinaiid-\ 
ed by Joseph Biionapartfi, on the 27th and 
38th of Julv, 1809. 

• 

27t/< Ju/y,—Killed ; 7 officers, 2 serjts., 124 
rank and file.—Woundid; 24 otlicers,* Tlf“ 
serjts,, 1 dnir., 465 rank and file.—Mi-sing; 3 
ortners, 1 seijt., 2 doirs., 2 li 2 tank and file. 

381// J//7//, >1809.—-Killed; 27 officers, 2 fl 
si ij.s .,*4 duns., 013 rank and file.—Hounded; 
171 officers, 148 St rjs., 15 dnfrs., 3072 rank 
und file.—Missing; 6 officers, 14seg8., 7 dniri., 
418 rank and file. 
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Tb^al.—Killed; 5 gen. staff, 8 lieut. cols., 
1 miyor, 7 capts., 15 lieuts., 3 cornets oc ensigns, 

1 adjj, 28 serjs., 4 dmrs., 735 rank and file.— 
Wounded; 9 general staff, 10 lieut.colk., 12 
majors, 53 capts., 71 lieuts , 34 cornets or en¬ 
signs, 6 adjts., 165 serjs., 16 dmrs., 3537 rank 
and file.—Missing; 5 capts., 3 lieuts., 1 cornet 
or ensign, 15 serjs., 9 dmrs., 620 rank and file. 
*—Total 5367. 

Return of Horses killed, wounded, and missing, 
on the 27th of July, 1809. 

14th Light Dragoons; 9 killed, 2 missing.— 
aSrd ditto ; 3 wounded.— 1 st ditto, King’s Ger¬ 
man Legion ; 7 killed, 6 wounded.—Total, 16 
killed^ 9 wounded, 2 missing. 

Return of Horses killed, wounded, and missing, 
on the 28tli of July, 1809. 

3rd Dragoon Guards; 2 killed, 4 wounded, 

S missing.—4th ditto ; 9 killed, 4 wounded.— 
14th Lt. Dragoons; 21 killed, 3 wounded, 13 
missing.—16ih ditto; 21 killed, 2 wounded, 2 
missing.—23r(l ditto; 70 killed, 25 wounded, 
129 missing.— 1 st ditto^King’sGerman Legion; 
52 killed, 27 wounded, 5 missing.—Roy^ll Ar- 
rillery; 40 killed.—Total, 195 killed, 65 wound¬ 
ed, 157 missing. 

Return of the Horses killed, wounded, and mis¬ 
sing, on the 27 th and 28ih of.hily, 1809. 

‘17th July. —16 killed, 9 wounded, 2 missing. 
i'o^i July. —-*195 killed, 65 wounded, 157 mis¬ 
sing.—General Total, 211 killed, 74 wounded, 
159 missing. 

Extract of a Letter, from Lieut. Gen. Sir 
A. Wellesley, k. b. to Lord Vi.scount 
Ca.sllereagh, dated Talavera, Aug. J, 
1809. 

Since I bad the honour of addressing 
you on the i!9th July, the enemy have 
continued to keep a rear-guard ol’ altout 
10,000 men, on the heights on the left of 
the Alberclie.—The extreme fatigue of 
the troops, the want of provisions, and ihtt : 
numbers wounded to be taken Vare of, 
have prevented me.from moving from my , 
positiou. — Brigadier-Gen. Craufurd ar¬ 
rived with his brigade on the 29th in the 
morning, having marched twelve Spani.sh 
leagues in little mure than 24 hours. 

Extract of a Ijctter, from Lieut.-Gen. Sir 
A. Wellesley to Lord Vise. Castlereagli, 
dated Talavera, Aug. 1, 1809. ^ 

When I addressed you this morning, 1 
had not received the report from the out¬ 
posts. It appears that the enemy with¬ 
drew the rear-guard, which was posted on 
the heights on the left of the ‘Alberche 
last nigh! at 11 o’clock, and the whole 
army marched toward St. Olalla ; I con-t. 
olttde with an intention of takin| up a 
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position in the neighbourhood of Guada- 
r^a. * 


« ' 

Expedition to Holland. —Fjom the Lon¬ 
don Gazette Extraordinary, Monday Au- 
' gust 7, 1809. 

Downing street, August 7> 1809.—Dis¬ 
patches, of which tbelbllowing are copies, 
were last night received at the Office of 
lord viscount Castlereagh, one of his ma¬ 
jesty’s principal Secretaries of State, 
from lieut. gen. the earl of Chatham, 
dated Middleburgb, 2d and 3d Aug. 1809. 

Head quarters, Middleburgb, 

2d August, 1809. . 

My lord ; T have the honour of acquaint¬ 
ing your lordship, that having sailed from 
the Downs early in the morning of the 
28th ult. with rear-admiral sir ltd. Stra- 
chan, in his majesty’s ship Venerable, 
we arrived the same evening, and anchored 
(in East Capelle 'ftoads, and were joined 
j on the following morning by the- division 
of the army' under lieut. gen. sir John 
Hope. It blew in the course of that day 
a fresh gale from the Westward, which 
created a heavy swell, and the small craft 
being much exposed, it was determined to 
.seek shelter for them in the anchorage of 
the Room Pot, where lieut. gen. sir John 
Hope’s division was also directed to pro¬ 
ceed, in order to possess such points at 
might be, ncces.sary to secure the anclior- 
age ; as w’ell as with a view to future 
operations up the East, Scheldt.—The left 
wing of the army, under lieut. gen. sir 
Eyre Coote, particularly destined for the 
operation against Walclieren, arrived on 
the 2Plli and morning of titc 30th, but the 
wind continuing to blow fresh from the 
Westward, and occasioning a great sdrf 
on the beach, both on the side of Zout- 
land, as well ts near Domburg, it became 
expedient, in order to eftect a landing, to 
caiTy the whole fleet through the narrow 
and difficult passage into the Vere Gat, 
hitherto considered impracticable for large 
ships; which being successfully acconir 
plished, an8 the necessary preparations for 
debiirkation being completed, I have the 
Satisfaction of acquainting your lordship, 
that the troops landed on the Bree-Saiid, 
about.a mile to the Westward of Tort der 
Idaak, without opposition, when a |}ositioii 
was taken up for the night on the sand 
h;lls, with East Capelle in.front. Lieut, 
gen. E'raser w'as detached immediately to 
the left, against Fort der Haak and Ter 

Vere, the former of which, on his ap- 

• • 
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proach, was evacuated by the enemyi but 
the town of Vere, which was strong in its 
defences, and had a garrison of about six 
hundred naen,* held out till yesterday 
morning, dotwithstanding the heavy and 
well-directed fire of the bomb-vessels and 
gun-boats during the preceding day, and 
until the place was closely invested.— 
Early on the morning of the 31st, a depu¬ 
tation ' from Middleburgh, from whence 
the garrison had been withdrawn into 
Flushing, having arrived in camp, terms 
of capitulation were agreed upon, copies 
of which I have the honour herewith to 
inclose, as well as that of the garrison of 
T«r Vere ; and the divisions of the army, 
under the orders of lieut. gen. lord Paget 
and major-gen. Graham, moved forward, 
and took up a position with the right to 
Maliskirke” the centre at Gryperskirke, 
and left to St. Laurens.—On the morning 
of the 1st instant, the troops advanced to 
the investment of Flushing, which opera¬ 
tion was warmly contested by the enemy. 
In this movement he was driven by tnajor- 

g en. Graham’s division on the right, from 
le batteries of the Dykeshook, the Vyge- 
ter, and the Nole, while brigadier-gen. 
Houston’s brigade forced the enemy posted 
•n the road from Middleburgh to retire, 
with the loss of four guns, and many killed 
and wounded. Lieut. g«;n. lord Paget’s 
division also drove in the posts of the 
enemy, and took up his position at West 
Zouberg.-—Nothing could exceed the gal¬ 
lantry of the troops througliout the whole 
of this day, and my warmest praise is due 
to the several general officers for their 
judicious disposition in the advance of> 
their res[)ective columns. To licut. gen. 
•ir Eyre Coote I feel much indebted for 
his exertions in this service, and the prompt ( 
and able manner in which he has exe¬ 
cuted my orders. The light troops under 
brig. gen. baron Kottenburg have been 
admirably conducted ; am} w'ith the offi¬ 
cers commanding the several corps en¬ 
gaged I have every reason to be most per- 
. tectly satisfied. ^The 3d battalion of the 
Royals and fiank companies of the .5tb 
regiment, maintained the right under diffi' 
cult circumstances, .with great gallantY-y, 
and killed and wounded a great many of 
the enemy. — Ter Vere being in our posses¬ 
sion, lieut. gen. Fraser’s division marched 
in the evening upon Ruttern, detaching a 
corps for tfiefeduction of Ramakins, which, 
when efiected, will complete the invest¬ 
ment of Flushing.—I have to regret the tem¬ 
porary abience of brigadier-gen. Browne, 

' * 


who was wounded late in the day, but I 
trust not to be long deprived of his ser¬ 
vices.— I have tlie honour to inclose a 
return of the killed, wounded, and missing. 
Deeply as the fall of every British soldier 
is at all times to be lamented, the lo.ss 
will not appear to have been great, wlien 
the serious impeditdents it was in the 
power of the enemy to oppose to our pro¬ 
gress are considered, as well as the for¬ 
midable state of the batteries of Flushing, 
to which the troops were necessarily ex¬ 
posed.—The pressure of circumstances has 
prevented the commanding officer ,of ar¬ 
tillery from furnishing a detailed account 
of the guns and ordnance stores taken in 
the several batteries, and fortress of Ter 
Vere, but which will be hereafter trans¬ 
mitted, with the return of the prisoners 
taken since our landing, supposed to amount 
to 1,000. Commodore Owen’s squadron, 
with lieut. gen. the marquis oT Huntley’s 
divi.sion, remains at’anchor in the_Wieling 
Passage, and the divisions of lieut. gen. 
the earl of Rosslyn, and lieut. gen. Grosye- 
nor, are arrived at the anchorage in the 
Vere Gat.—I cannot conclude without ex- 
pres.sing, in the strongest terms, my ad¬ 
miration of the distinguished, ability with 
which the fleet wis conducted through the 
passage into the Vere Gat, nor can the 
ad vantages resultincr from the success of 
nns operation be too highly estimated, as 
by it vvG were not only enabled to effect 
a disembarkation, which, in the then state 
of the wind, was impracticable in any 
other quarter, but also that the enemy, pro¬ 
bably relying on the difficulty of the navi¬ 
gation, was less prepared for resistance. 
1 must also warmly acknowledge the great 
assistance the service has derived from the 
(Zealous exertions of the officers of the 
navy, *and of the seamen employed in 
drawing a considerable proportion bf the 
artillery through a heavy sand, andlwith- 
out whose aid, the advance of the Vu my 
must neces.sarily have been sus|)ended, 
the strength of the tide rendering the 
landing of the horses for a time extremely 
difficult. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Chatham. 

*P. S. Since writing the above letter, I 
have received intelligence from lieut. gem 
sir J. Hope, that the reserve of the army 
had elFected their landing on Soiiih Beve- 
land, ai^J that a' detachment had oc< u(/ied 
the town of Goes. (Signed) .Chatham. 

Articles of Capitulation entered inb^^ 

for til 6 Surrender of the Town of Mid- 
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dleburgh, to his Britannic Majesty’s 
Forces, in consequence of a Deputation 
y from the Prefect and Burgomastei^ for 
' that purpose. 

Art. 1 . Security to be granted to every 
person, public functionaries, private per¬ 
sons, citizens, and inhabitants, whatever 
their political opinions may have been or 
now are.—Answer, Granted, provided 
they conduct themselves as peaceable ci- 
tizenfi, and conform to such regulations as 
will be hereafter established by the autho¬ 
rity of the British Government. 

Art.* 2. Protection to all properly, 
without exception whatsoever.—Answer. 
Gianted, as far a-; relates to private pro¬ 
perty ; all public property to be ac¬ 
counted for to such commissioners as will 
be named by the general commanding his 
Britannic majesty’s forces. 

» Art. The armed citizens or other in¬ 
habitants who may haye taken up arms, 
or done military duty to maintain public 
tran(]uillity, to be protected in their per¬ 
sons and property, and permitted to re¬ 
turn to tlieir d wellin£cs-—Answer. Grant- 
i d, upon condition that their arms are 
given to such persons as will be duly au- 
tbori^d to reAuve them. 

Art. 4. Public functionaries and their 


very to be permitted to return to their 
corps.—An.swer. The sick are to be ta* 
ken care of by their own medical people, 
but must be considered as prisoiiers of war. 

(Signed) C . G. Bedrerclo. 

P, G, Schoreb. 

J, M. Vankhoor. 

H. Van De Merndene. 
Agreed to by me, conformably to the 
powers vested in me by lieutenant-general 
the earl of Chatham, K. G. Commander of 
his Britannic majesty’s forces; (Signed) 
Eyre Coote, lieut. gen,—Heights of Bree 
Sand, 31st day of July, 1809. 

Proposal of a Capitulation, by the com¬ 
mandant of the Fortress of Vere, to his 
I Excellency lieutenant-general M. Fra- 
I ser, commanding the besieging army 
j before Vere, and to captain Kichardson, 
the senior Naval Officer on sliore. 

Art. 1. The garrison of ’C’ere shall he 
allowed to quit one of the gates of the 
town with all tlie honours of war, and 
ground tlieir arms upo:i the glacis, and 
they shall not be allowed to serve against 
his Britannic majesty or his Allies, until 
the}'^ have been regularly exchanged, and 
the troojis shall he sent to some Dutch 
place ill Holiand, at the expense of his 


families to be jicrmitted, if they desire it, majesty. The officers shall keep their 
to return to any other part of the kingdom^ swords, horses, and properly, and the sol- 
of Holland.—Art. 5. Inhabitants, who are ; diors their knapsacks—Answer. Agreed 
absent from their houses, to be permitted to; excepting that the garrison is to be 
to return with their property.—Answer. • considered generally as prisoners of war. 
Granted, subject to the restriction .specified i and shall be disposed of as the British go- 
in the first Article. I veriiment shall think proper, and as is cus- 

Art. (i. The troops to be quartered in ; tomary on such occasions, 
barracks.—Answer. This must be de- j Art. 2. From this moment, until the 
termined according to circumstances, but i evacuation of the fortress, the troops of 
every care will be taken to render the | both armies shall remain in their present 
quartering as Tittle burdensome to tig; in- i position.—Answer. Granted, 
habitants as possible. j Art. 3. All hostilitie.s shall cease from 

Art. 7.—Should any raisirriderstanding i both sides, and no jire paration of attack or 
take place relating to the foregoing Arti-j defence shall be carried on.—Answer, 
cli s, they w ill lie explained in favour of i Gianted, 

the town and inhabitants.—Answer, Art. 4. AH the artillery and stores shall 

Granted.. be delivered over by the oommis.sarics 


f Art. 8. The above Article to be also ex- appointed fr«m both slides.—Answer, 
tended to all parts of this department. Agreed to, considering that in T his Article, 
which may not have obtained equally fa; the $urfeiider of public property of all de- 
vourable terms.—Answer. This Article scription is included. 
f5“apply in the present instance to the Art. H. All the sick and wounded shall 
town of Middleburgh alone; but no diffi- be left to the humanity of ()ie general, un- 
culty will be made to grant the same ad- til their recovery.—Answer. Granted. 
Vantageous terms to any town that wfclI sur- Art. 6, The inhabitants of the town of 
render in liki; manner without opposition, Vere shall continue to enjoy all their privi- 
Additional Article.—All military sick j leges, and their particular property shall 
ji^iospiial, to remain where they are at i be respected, and shall, if they choose, be 
present, and to b«*taken care of; on reco- allowed to leave the place;. This privi-e 
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lege shall likewise be granted to all the 
women of tfie gaerison.—Answer,—Grant¬ 
ed. (Signed) A- M. Fraser, lieut.-gen. 
commanding the troops before Vere.— 
Cha, Richardson, Senior Naval Officer.— 
(Signed) V. Bogart, Commandant of the 
rrison of Vere.—(A true Copy.) (Signed) 
Carey, lieutenant colonel. Mil. Sec.— 
Vere, Aug. 1, 1809. 

Prisoners ta^en at Ter Vere. —Artillery, 1 
lieut. col. 1 captain, 4 lieutenants, 7 ser- 
jeants, 9 corporals, G fire-workers, 5 arti¬ 
ficers, 65 gunners, 1 drummer.—-Infantry, 
4 captains, 4 first lieutenants, 5 second 
lieutenants, 4 serjeant-majors, 13 serjeants, 
4 fouriers, 10 drummers, 3 pipers, 328 sol¬ 
diers.—Naval of the French gun-brig 
Gawlen, 1 captain, 1 master, 17 sailors, 

1 boy; 1 Serjeant, 1 corporal, 13 privates 
(serving as marines.) Total, 519. (A true 
Copy.) T. Carey, lie^}t. col. Military Sec. 

Return of the Rank and Names of Offi¬ 
cers, and of the number of Non-Comniis- 
sioned Ofiiccrs and Rank and File, killed, 
wounded, and missing, in the Island of 
Walcheren, from the time of landing on 
the evening of the 3()th July, to the 1 st 
of August inclusive. 

Middlebnrgh, 2 d August, 1809. 
Royal Artillery, 3 rank and file wound¬ 
ed.—3d bait. 1st foot, 1 lieut., 1 drum¬ 
mer, 6 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain, 

1 lieut., 6 serjeants, 75 rank and fi)e, 
wounded ; 6 rank and file missing.— 1 st 
batt. 5th foot, 4 rank and file killed ; 3 Ser¬ 
jeants, 10 rank and file, wounded ; 10 
rank and file, missing.— 1 st batt. 26tli 
foot, return jiot received; supposed to 
have none.—l.st batt. 32nd foot, 1 serjeant, 

1 rank and file, killed; 2 .serjeant.s, 5 
rank and file, wounded.—2d batt. 35th 
foot, 4 rank and file killed ; 2 captains, 14 
rank and file, wounded ; 11 rank and file 
missing.—61st foot, ] rank and file killed ; 

1 rank and file wounded.— 68 th foot, 1 

drummer, 10 rank and file, killed ; 1 

capt, 2 lieutenants, 24 rank and file, 
wounded,— 1 st Hwlt. 71st foi»t, return 4 iot 
received ; supposed to have about 
killed and wounded.— 2 d batt. 81st fyot, 

2 rank and file killed • 1 rank and file 
wounded.— 2 d batt. 82il foot, 11 rank and 
tile, killed ; 2 Ij/eutenants, 2 .serjeants, 1 
drummer, 21 rank and file wounded.—85th 
foot, 1 serjeant, 2 rank and file killed ; 1 
lieutenant *2 serjeants, 1 drummer, 19 
rank and file, wounded; 7 rank and file 
missing.— 95 tli foot, 5 rank and file wound- 
« 1 .—limbpdied, det»chmenl», return not. 


received. — Staff 26th foot, 1 captain 
wounded.—40th foot, 1 brigadier-general 
ditto.'—62d foot, 1 cbptain ditto.—Total 
1 officer, 2 serjeants, 2 drummers, 41 rank 
and file, killed ; ] 3 officers, 15 serjeants, 1 
drummer, 184 rank and file, wounded ; 
34 rank and file missing. 

Names of Officers kilted and wounded.—'■ 
Killed, 3d batt 1 st foot, lieut. D. M’Lean.'' 
—Wounded, 3d batt. 1 st foot, capt. John 
Wilson, lieut. Jackson, aiul volunteer J. P- 
Drury, slightly.— 2 d batt. 35th foot, capt. 
Tisdell, slightly ; capt. Frederic, dange- 
rou.sl 5 r.— 6 Bth foot, the names of the .three 
officers wounded, not specified in the re¬ 
turn.— 2 d batt. 82d foot: lieut. Reed, 
slightly ; lieut. Pratt, dangerously.—85th 
foot: The name of the officer w-ounded, 
not mentioned in the return.—Staff 26th 
foot, capt. Fotheriiigham, deputy assistant 
adj.-general, slightly.—40th. foot, brig.- 
gen. Browne, slightly.—62dfoot; capt. 
Browne, aid-de camp to hrigadicr-gen. 
Houston, .slightly. 

Robert Long, Col. Adj. Gen. 

MLiddleburgh, 3 d August 1809- 
My lord : Since my letter of yester-* 
day's date, I have received ^intelligetice 
from lieiit.-gen. sir John Hope, of his hav¬ 
ing occupied BathE, and taken possc.ssion 
of the whole island of South Beveland.— I 
Imvc; also the .satisfaction to acquaint your 
lordship, that upon the hatterips being pre¬ 
pared to open, the fortreiss of Ramakin.s 
surrendered this evening, and I have tht 
honour to inclose the Articles of Capitu¬ 
lation. 1 have the honour to lie, &c. 

(Signed) CHATn.\M. 

To the lord vise. Castlereagh, &.c. &c. 

Tekws of (’ABi ruLATioNof the Fortress of 
.Rarnakins, 3d August, 1809. 

Art. 1 . The garrison surrenders pri- 
.soners of war,* with v:very thing that _be- 
loiigs to the fortress, whether ammunition, 
cannon, or government stores, beronging 
to the French and Dutch, of every sort 
and kind.—Art. 2 . The garrison will lay 
down their arms this moment; and are 
to be disposed of as the Biitisrti govern¬ 
ment chooses, and as has been the custom 
of war.—Art. 3. The officers will be al¬ 
lowed to keep their swords, and will, witrr 
their soldier.s, be permitted to keep their 
private baggage.—(Signed) AlEx. M, 

r'uASE% lieut-gen. commanding his Britan¬ 
nic majesty’s troops before l^amakins.— 
WouNiER, Captain-Commandant. — (A 
true copy) T. Carey, lieut.-col. Mil. Spily.. 

Strength of the Garriian —2 captaiiui, I 
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lieutenant, 4 serjeants, 7 corporals, 2 
drummers. 111 privates.—^Total 127. 

♦ 

Admiralty Office,August 1, 1809.—Lieut. 
James Duncan, commanding his Majesty's 
hired cutter the Idas, arrived yesterday 
evening at this oflice, with dispatches 
from sir R. J. Strachan, hart, and k. b. 
rear-admiral of the white, &c, addressed 
to the hon. Wm. Wellesley Pole, of which 
the following are copies; 

Venerable, off the Vere Gat, 
August 4, ISOO. 

Sir f—You have been already acquaint¬ 
ed that I had hoisted my flag in the Ame¬ 
thyst, and that it was my intention to have 
preceded the Expedition, in company with 
the Venerable, on board which ship lord 
Chatham had embarked ; but finding the 
public service might suffer from the com- 
••nianders in chief being separated, I there¬ 
fore shifted to the V«nerable, and sailed 
from the Downs at day-light on the 281h 
ult.—1 have now to acquaint you, for their 
lordships’ information, of my arrival on 
, the evening of that day in the Stone Deeps, 
with the Amethyst and several smaller 
vessels, where I was joined by the Pisgard, 
capt^ Bolton,* who had with great judg¬ 
ment placed vessels on the various shoals 
off this coast. After dark, lieut. Groves, 
of this ship, with some skilful pilots, is 
Deal boats, were dispatched to sound the 
Roompot Channel, and to station vessels 
at its entrance.—Earl}’^ next morning, the 
29th, the division of lieut. gen. sir John 
Hope, conducted by capt. Bathurst, in the 
Salsetfe, joined me, as did also rear-adni. 
sir R. Keats, in the Superb. This zealous 
officer had the command of the blockading 
squadron off the entrance of the Scheldt, 
but observing the armament pass, he, 
with his usual promptitude, left that squa¬ 
dron under the orders of lord. Gardner, 
and resumed tiie charge of sir John Hope’.s 
division j I therefore dii^ectcd the rear- 
. admiral to shift his flag to the Salsette, and 
to proceed to the Roompot.—The entrance 
f to that channel is very narrow, and as I was 
aware of sir Home Popham’s local know¬ 
ledge of the insular navigation before nu‘, 
I^entrusted to that officer the service of 
leading sir R. Keats’s division in, and 
which he did with great skill in the Sabri¬ 
na, capt. Kiltoe ; the whole rvere anchored 
* in skfety opposite Zeerickzee, situated be¬ 
tween the i-sjands of Schowen and North 
Beveland.—That afternoon rear-adm. Ot- 
v<(ay, with the left wing of the army, un¬ 
der sir Eyre Coofe, joined me in the Stone 
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Deeps, but it blew too fresh to have any 
communication.—On the morning of tw*’ 
30th, sir Home Popham returned with a 
letter from sir R. Keats, acquainting me, 
that the division under his charge were all 
safely anchored ; and 1 was likewise in¬ 
formed, that there was sufficient space iu 
the Roompot to contain all the ships, to 
which anchorage sir H. Popham under¬ 
took to conduct them; and as it blew 
fresh, with all the appearance of an ap¬ 
proaching gale, the squadron was instantly 
got under sail, and led in by the Venera¬ 
ble, when they all came to in safety off 
the Vere Gat.—As soon as the ships Wfre 
secured, measures were instantly taken to 
prepare to land the army on the island of 
Walcheren. I did not wait for the gun¬ 
boats coming up, but ordered those who 
happened to be near the Venerable, toge¬ 
ther with the mortar brig<^ to push in¬ 
shore to cover the, landing, and to force 
the Derhaak Battery.—At half past four 
the boats put oft' under the (iireciion of 
lord A. Bc.'iuclerc, of the Royal Oak, and 
capt. Cockburri, of the Belleisle, and the 
Hoops were landed in excellent order, 
without opposition ; the firing from the 
mortar and »im-ve8sels having driven the 
enemy completely from the Derhaak Bat¬ 
tery_Having thus accomplished tlii.s first 

object, 1 lost no time in directing the 
bombs and gun-vessels to proceed up the 
Vere Gat, off Camvere, and having given 
sir H. Popham, who, at the request of 
lord Chatham, had remained on .shore with 
hi.s lordship, i>eimission to employ them 
as the. service might require, he, the next 
morning, began to eannonsi^lc Camvere, 
which had been summoned, but held out. 
^The fire of the gun-boats was exceedingly 
Weil directed, and did much damage to 
the town.—The officers and crews en¬ 
gaged in that service, had a great claim to 
my admiration for their conduct. Three 
of our gun-boats were sunk. In the after¬ 
noon it blew fresh, and, as the strength of 
the tide prevented the bombs from acting, , 
I directed the flotilla t(? laU back, pre¬ 
serving a menacing position.—At night, 
capt. kicdiardson,>of the Caesar, who wa» 
in the dyke on shore, threw some rockets 
at the nearest battery of Camvere, and 
.soon after, the commanding officer of the 
town sent out an oiler to surrender. A 
copy of the terms acceded ,to by lieut. 
gen. Fraser, and capt. Rij'liard-son, the se- 
n:or naval oflicer on the spot, accompanies 
this letter. [See the dispatclies from lieut. 
•gen. the earl of Chatham.] The army 
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under sir J. Hope landed at South Bere> 
land on the 1st af this month, and, by a 
letter from sir R. Keats, of yesterday^s 
date, I find <the whole of the island is in 
our possession ; the enenty^s ships are ail 
above Lillo, and those most advanced, as 
high up as Antwerp—We are getting our 
flotilla through the Slongh into the Wes> 
tern Scheldt, to prevent succours being 
thrown into riushing by the canal of 
Ghent.—When the Ramakins Battery is 
taken, we hope to pass the lighter vessels 
to the Western Scheldt, for the purpose 
of following up the other objects of the 
expedition.—1 cannot conclude this letter 
without acknowledging the assistance 1 
have received from rear-adOtway; and 
how much I approve of the arrangement 
he made fordanding the division under sir 
Eyre Coote, which was carried into ellect 
by lord A. Beanclerc, and capt. Cockhuiii, 
with much skill and activity. Sir R. Keats, 
in the execution of the arduous duties he 
has had to perform, has shewn his accus¬ 
tomed zeal and judgment.—The captains, 
oflicers, and crews of his majesty’s .ships 
are indefatigable in the execution of their 
respective duties, and I have much plea¬ 
sure in adding, that there is a most perfect 
co-opei-ation of the army and navy. 

I have, &c. R. J. Strachan. 

P. S. I send this by lieut. Duncan, whose 
cutter,-the Idas, was close in-shore, and 
covered tlie landing. 

Venerable, off the Vere Gat, 
5th August, 1809. 

Sir—It is with great satisfaction that 1 
am enabled to inclose, for their lordships’ 
inforination, J\,copy of the capitulation of 
the fort of Ramakins, [See the dispatches 
from lieut. general the earl of Chatham] 
which surrendered io his majesty’s forces, 
under lieut. gen. Fraser, yesterday after¬ 
noon.—^’Ihe possession of this post is of 
great importance to our further operations 
in the West Scheldt, as it Will enable me, 
without molestation, to advance the whole 
of the flotilla, together with the Camilla 
and Pallas, by the Slough, and which 
trust will effectually prevent any succour.^^ 
being thrown into Flushing, either YrtW 
Cadsand, or by thd Ghent Channel.—I 
have also the honour of forwarding copies 
of sir R. Keats’ ty-’cnunts of his proceed¬ 
ings in South Beveland, by which tjieir 
lordships will perceive that the operations 
of the combined force under the Rear-Ad¬ 
miral and sir John Hope have been very 
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successful, and that the important paiit of 
Bathz has been evacuated by the enemy. 
—I Ccime here to forward this dispatch to 
England, and shall leave the command of 
this division with rear-admiral Otway, 
and return to the flotilla, which, I con¬ 
clude, is now investing Flushing.—It is 
my intention to hoist my flag in one of, 
the small ve&sels in the Slough, that 1 may 
be near the head-quarters of lord Chatham, 
and to conduct the various services in the 
West Scheldt. I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. J. Strachaci. 
Honourable W. W. Pole. 

Sabrina, oft' South Beveland, 
August I, 1809. 

Sir—I have the sati.sraction to inform 
you, that sir John Hope and 7,000 of his 
division of the army were landed on 
South Beveland this afternoon, since which 
I have been infoirned by message from 
him, that he was met on his approach to¬ 
wards Goes, by the Magistrates, into 
which place he is at liberty to enter when¬ 
ever he pleases. Three of the cnemy’-s 
ships of the line, and six brigs, are at an¬ 
chor off' th*e east end of South Beveland, 
the others 1 conclude have moved higher 
up the Scheldt.—Three of thA four .shjpps 
I brought up with me struck in coming 
up, I have hoisted my flag in the Sa¬ 
bina, and am not without hopes of get¬ 
ting the remaining parts of the division 
on shore, and most part of the army sup¬ 
plied to-morrow. 1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. G. Keats. . 

Half-past seven, p. m.—The substance 
of this letter was sent by telegraphic com¬ 
munication, from the Sabrina, at five 
o’clock. The .six brigs are getting under 
sail, and moving up the Scheldt, appa- 
*iently,Jbut the ships of the line are still 
fast. 

' S’hbrina* off'Wemeldinge, 

Augast 3, 1809. 

Soon after 1 landed I was informed bv 
letter from sir Jolm Hope, that Bathz had 
been evacuated in the night; and as he 
informed me the communication was open 
between Walcheren and this Island, and 
he, had sent to lord Chatham an account 
of the evacuation, I concluded you would 
hear it from hence, and went on to Bathz 
with a view to make observations, and 
from which I am this moment returned. 

, ' R. G. Keats: 

Rear-Admiral Sir R. J. Straefaan, 

Bart. &c. &c. &c. 
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“ As to what is culled a Revolution principle, my opinion was this j that whenever those evils, which * 
“ usually attend and follow a violent change of Government, were not in probability so pernicious as 
the grievance we suffer under a present power, then the public good will justify such a Revolution.” 

Swift. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Baittle of Talavera. -From the te¬ 

nor 0 / Sir Arthur Wellesley's dispatch 
published last week, it was very easy to 
foresee, that, when the French account of 
the Battle came to be published, a doubt, 
at least, would be excited with respect to 
the party to whom the. victory was due. 
The French account has now appeared 
under the heads of Talavera and of Paris, 
and is as follow: “ Talavera, July 20. — 
“ The English army which was in Portu- 
" gal under general Wellesley, after hav- 
ing joined the in.snrgents under Cuesta, 
“ had tnartlied against the first corps, 
“ hoping, with triple numbers, to beat it, 
“ ajid ellecP its junction with the troops 

“ under Venegas.-Already had the 

“ English flattered themselves with getting 
''to Madrid; but the events that have 
" passed during the three days that have 
" elapsed, have a good deal deranged the 
" plati of the campaign. His majesty, 
after the aft’air of the 28th, continued to 
" pursue the enemy, who arrived on the 
" fine po.sition of Talavera, and intrenched 
‘‘ themselves. His dispo-sitions announced 
" an intention of maintaining himself to 
" the last extremity; yet, after having 
" been vigorously attacked by thewFrenen 
" army, having lost a part of his infantry 
and a whole reghnent ‘of cavalry, he 
“abandoned his position. In these cir- 
“ cumstances the French have proved, as 
“ they have always done, that, whatever 
" be the position and number of their ene- 
" mies, they can overcome all obstacles. 
*' The Engli.sh a'nd insurgents sustained 
“ great loss: ours is inconsiderable.—pe- 
neral LatourMaubourg’s division entered 

“ Talavera this morning.- Paris, Aug. 9. 

“—We have letters from Santa Ollala, of 
" the 29 th ult. at ten p. ra. which mention 
“ the new victory gained over thoiEnglish, 
" Portuguese, and insurgents. The loss 
“ of the English is enormous. We took, 
80f> infantry prisoners, and a whole re- j 
** giraent *f cavalry. This regiment was 
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" taken by one of ours which opened its 
" ranks to receive the charge, and then cut 
" otf their retreat. The rest of the Eng- 
" lish column, which constituted the whole 
" force of the enemy, is in full retreaf.”— 
The Morning Chronicle, which, for rea¬ 
sons best known to itself, is become appa¬ 
rently an ardent admirer of ,the Welles¬ 
leys, says of this French account, " Paris 
" papers contain a most curious account of 
" the battle of Talavera, ‘which we have 
" introduced in!o our columns for the 
" amusement of our readers.” Now, for my 
part, I must confess, that this extract from 
the Paris papers does appear to me to af¬ 
ford very little of what is generally called 
amusement; that is to say, to those who 
feel a strong desire, that our claim to the 

victory may be established.-It is true, 

that the French account may be fal.se ; 
nay, it is pretty certain, that, in some re¬ 
spects, it must be false. The Paris ac¬ 
count and that of Talavera seem, also, to 
clash with one another. But, the worst 
of it is, that in the most material point of 
all, the French account agrees with that 
of Sir Arthur Wellesley, as nearly as was 
to be expected. 1 allude to the account 
of the prisoners made by the French; of 
rather, those w'hich the French call prf- 
soners, and which we call missing. The 
French say that they have taken 800 pri¬ 
soners, and Sir Arthur Wellesley tells us, 
that there were in his army, 653 missing, 

together with 159 horses. - There is 

something in this account of Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, which I extremely dislike. He 
tells us, tb^ he has taken “ some pri.soiA 
" ers;” but, he does not tell us how 
n^any ; though he certainly bad it in his 
power to give us iiiformation of the exact 
number ; and, which is singular enough, 
while he omits to give us an account of 
what was within the reach of his own 
knowledge, he is very particular in giving 
an account of what he couW kaowi only 
from rumour. He tells us that the loss « 
the enemy has been nmch greater than 
his own loss; that be is informed, thRt^n- 
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tire brigades Uf infantry hare been de¬ 
stroyed ; that, by all accounts, the enemy 
has lost ten thoupnd men; and adds, in 
positive terms, that generals Lapisse and 
Morlot are kflled, and that generals Sebas- 
tiani and Boulct are wounded. Now, it 
does appear very strange to me, that he 
should be able to speak so much in detail 
upon these matters, while be was unable, 
©r, if not unable, unwilling, to give us any 
account at all of either the rank or num¬ 
ber of prisoners whom he had taken from 

the enemy.'-1 also greatly dislike the 

word missing, as used in this dispatch, un¬ 
less it had been accompanied with some 
explanation as to what was become of the 
ersons missing. If, indeed^ our army had 
een obliged to flee, after, or during the 
battle, then men might become missing 
from various accidents; or, they might de¬ 
sert, and so become missing. But in the pre¬ 
sent instance, Sir Arthur Wellesley kept 
possession of the field of b&tlle ; and, there¬ 
fore, had it completely in his power to 
verify bow many of the enemy he killed ; 
while it was impossible that any of his 
people could be lost, except from death 
or desertion; that U to say, unless they 
were taken prisoners. It appears to me, 
therefore, that, under such circumstances, 
it is rather unjust to the parties missing, 
not to accompany the statement with a 
proper explanation. Amongst the miss¬ 
ing, there are five captains, three lieute¬ 
nants, and one cornet; and, ought it not 
to be stated, that these gentlemen are, in 
all probability, prisoners with tlte enemy ? 
The word missing, thus used without any 
explanation, seems to convey an idea, 
that the Comifiander does not know what 
IS become of the persons so,de8cribed j 
which is hardly fair, especially when we 
consider, that the persons thus missing, 
have, in all likelihood, become prisoners 
from their,having been more adventurous, 
that is to sav, more brsive than the ge¬ 
nerality of the army.-The French, as 

it was veiy easy to foresee they would, 
give us the snperiqrity of wamjcrs. Ttiey 
assert indeed, that we had triple their nutn- 
bers. This I do not believe; biitj we 
must allow either that we had double ih&ir 
iiutnbers, or that the accounts published 
in England, previous to the news of the bat¬ 
tle, respecting theTorce ofCuesta and of sir 
Arthur Wellesley, were shamefully false. 
-^Be this a(S it may, the world will ne¬ 
ver be penuaded, that the united force of 
the Spaniards and the English was. not 
superior to that of th« Ff ench. This it 


what the world will never believe, though 
we were to fire the Park and Tower 
gunsaill there was not a single cartridge 
left in the kingdom. And, though 1 am 
fully persuaded, and the public is fully 
persuaded, that the whole of the hostility 
of the French wos directed against the 
English in this battle; yet, we must allow, 
either that the Spaniards ought to be con-’ 
sidered as part of the force opposed to the 
French that day, or that there is no reli¬ 
ance to be placed upon the Spaniards; 
■and, of course, that we are fighting in a 
cause, as we often have been before, in 
which no one but ourselves feels any in¬ 
terest. To one of these propositions we 
must assent, and I much question, whether 
Buonaparte cares a straw which of them 

we chuse.-Respecting an event of so 

doubtful a nature in itself, and the conse¬ 
quences of which were fay from being 
promising, our government might surely 
have been less hasty to speak-in a tone 
of exultation. There is nothing more in¬ 
jurious to any cause than premature 
boasting. Would it not have been as 
well to suspend the firing of guns and the 
making of illuminations, until we could 
have ascertained what had > become of 
the 6.53 officers and men of our army, 
who were missing, and until we had 
received an accountof the rank and num¬ 
ber of those whom we had made prisoners 
-Nevertheless, the hireling prints in¬ 
form us, that Sir Arthur Wellesley is, 
on account of this victory, to be made a 
peer ! I wonder what the Spaniartls, 
what the French, what all other nations 

will say, if this should be the case.?-A* 

to the consequences of this battle, I am 
of opinion that they cannot be favourable 
%vento,the further operations of our army, 
which, as far as one can judge from in¬ 
formation so Tt^l'y imperfect as that which 
we have recently received from Spain and 
Portugal, appears to be in a very ticklish 
situatioii; and, ds to the general cause 
of Spanish independence, what do we 
want more to convince us of the state in 
which that is, than this one plain, unde- 
nied, and undeniable fact, that, for nine 
months past, about one tenth part qf the 
French army has been stationed in the pe¬ 
ninsula, and that the *' universal ^ranish 
“ nation,” united with the universal Portu¬ 
guese nqj:ion, and both assisted by a !^i- 
tish army commanded.by an ©{peer, who, 
the Morning Chronicle says, is “ entitled 
“ to rank in the first order of Britisth 
“ heroes,” and, even unto* this day, the 
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said tenth part ,of the Trench army re- mminiity; as if a nation were to be ren- 
niains in the heart of Spain, and even in ' dered unanimous by representing five 
the capital of that kingdom ? What hiore sixths of them as traitors «n their hearts ! 

do we want to convince us that the cause -1 know, that the answer»of these vi- 

of Spanish independence is not in a state pers is, that those, whom they so repre- 
to warrant any of those expectations which sent, nre a mere han(ffnl ofjacohinsJ' Are 
the editors of the hireling prints would they, then, jacobins ? And, was it a//owd-. 
b*ave us entertain ? In the eyes of these /a/that tvasseen, the other day, assembled 
wretches, it is not only to be ignorant ; in the City of London and in Middlesex? 
it is to be criminal, to doubt of the truth Was this a “handful?” Insolent and 

of any of those assertions,, respecting the empty wretches, was this a handful f -1 

fair prospects in Spain, which assertions do hope, however, that these infamous en- 
have, in the end, invariably proved to be [ deavours to divide the pe»»ple will be at- 
false. • With them, not to believe every tended with no consequence other than 
exaggerated statement, either in our own that of the disgrace of those who make^use 
favour or against our enemy, is to be the of them ; and, that, in our resentments, no 
friend of that enemy ; for any one to an- one will be so, unjust, or so foolish, as to 
ticipate disaster is to wish it, and to doubt confound the cause of these wretches with 

the existence of success is to mourn its the cause of his country.-Bor my own 

reality. The wretches, who conduct these part, I am resolved, that nothing, shall in¬ 
prints, seem to sigh for nothing so much duce me to suppress my cjpinions of any 
as for grounds of accqpation against a part actual event or t^c war, or of any event 
of the people ; and, when they cominuni- that I anticipate ; and I am also resolved, 
cate to their readers an account of any that, in speaking of the actions and cha- 
success on the part of our army, our fleet, racter of Napoleon, I will take no liberties 
^ or on the part of our allies, th^ are sure that I am not allowed to take with any 
not to forget to mention, amongst its con- persons in this country ; and» indeed, how 
sequences, the mortification of the factious at dare I, seeing that, it peace were to cotiie, 
Atwifr which epithet,/werfotrs, they apply to I might be prosecuted for such liberties, 
every man, who wishes for a reform of though taken many years before. There 
any abuse, or the reduction of any public is, perhaps, no state in which youcaupos- 
expence. Now, this class of persons is sihly exist so humiliating to you as that, 
very numerous ; it is notoriously very nu- which freely permits you to assault a per- 
nterous; and, if these publications have son for certain alledged offences to-day, 
any sense in them, it is this, that a very and which punishes you for the same as- 
oonsiderable part of the people of England sault to-morrow, a change having taken 
are mortified, when they hear of the re- place in nothing but in the connection be- 
verses of Napoleon, and pleased when they tween the person ns.sau!tedand your rulers, 
hear of his success. That this is abomi- It is precisely the life of a,dog, let loose 
nably false we know j but, if it were pos- to-day upon him, for only barking at whom 
sible so to change the people as to make, the poor cur would have been tVhipped 
it true, those who write in the afor*-men- but yesterday. This clog’s life,I will not 
‘ tioned prints would certainlv produce that live. I will say nothing of Buonaparte in 
change. The which they never time of war that I dare not repeat in time 

fail to {liscover, when they comiuuriiciate of peace; but, it I live to see that time, I 
any thing which has a tepdency to create will not fail to remind the hireling.s of what 
a belief that Napoleon will finally be they now are saying of him. I can re¬ 
overthrown ; the insolence, which, upon member when these same hirelings founc^, 
tuch occasions, they discover ; the inloler- him full of till manner^ gpod qualities; 
ance ; the persecuting doctrines they - aye, jand I can remember, when they 
preach; all these are calculated to pao- abased Spain for “hesitating to give up to 
duce the worst possible effect; to imbitter us a part of her territories, w|hicli Buona- 
the minds of the people ; to implant in pavte, without the consent of Spain, had 
their hearts a feeling of resentment too given to us. I can reniumln-r when these 
. deeply rooted to be removed even by hirelings abused Spain for this; and. yet, 
common calamity ; and, indeed, <o make they now abuse Buonaparte, jiecause he iff 
them think nothing of any calamity, when interfering in the affairs of Spaii^l We 
compared with the ground of that resent- complain of the Monitevr ; we affect to 
ment. And these, too. are the wretches^ believe nothing that it says; but there is 
i who, when the ague-fi^is on thein, talk of 4 nothing in the Moniteur « railUonth pfc-t 
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*o base as is the conduct of ottr hireling 
prints. The Moniteur, notwithstanding 
what it might iia*e done, has really done 
nothing worUi speaking of in the way of 
exposure of certain acts and persons in this 
country. It has passed all oyer in silence, 
or in saying but very little indeed. This 
is, too, no weak proof of the security which 
Kapoleon feels himself to possess in the 
hearts of hi.s jieople. He does not stand 
in need of any attacks upon other rulers. 
He is not afraid, that his people will sigh 
for any. change j or, at least, he is so con¬ 
fident of his power over them, as to be 
under none of those apprehensions, with 
which our hirelings choose to represent 
him as being continually hj^unted. 

The Expedition {for that is the name 
it is known by) has, at la.st, taken Mtish- 
ing, and made its garrison prisoners of war. 

-As it^ furtl^er movements must so very 

soon be known, it would be useless to oiler 
thereon any conjectures; but, one may 
venture to assert, without waiting for any 
further particulars, that, if jtiore, and a 
great deal more, be not clone, this Armada 
will be the laughing stock of the world. 

-The dispatches* giving an account of 

what has hitherto been done, are vciy long 
and very insipid. More than two thirds 
of the matter consists of praises and cotn- 
pliments, without it being possible for any 
one to discover an adequate cause. Why, 
what has been done ? What is it that all 
this talk is about ? What occasims have 
there been for drawing forth all this won¬ 
derful stock of merit .> In the taking of a 
place like Flushing, with such an rniniense 
force, except by storm, it appears next to 
impossible that there Can be any ground 
for the bestowing of high praise on many 
person.'!. To the Engineer, who con¬ 
structed the batteries, and to a small'num- 
ber of persons engaged in resisting the 
sallies, suiTib particular mention may be 
due ; but, we have here as long a list of 
praises as might have been expected after 
9 hattle like that of Blenheim, and, in¬ 
deed, a much Jon^r list than Sid actually 
accompany the account of that hpttle. 
The naval dispatches, upon this oCcasicAi, 
are of the same character. “ Much a-do 
" about nothing.” Every body who is 
named, is praisedi The thing, by being 
so common, becomes little worth. If is 
Kke the fiidug of the Park and Tower 
Guns, apd the illuminations at Whitehall 
and the Gaming-Houses. Surely, it is no 
such great thing ft>r any of our admirals 
ort'aptak» to perforiM this or that branch* 


of service with ability and zeal ? To swell 
out dispatches with praises in such a strain 
is not calculated to add to the reputation 
of the navy, whose officers never, except 
upon occasions where their merit appears 
in a very conspicuous light, ought to be 
the object of particular praise; because to 
praise them for trifles is to check, instead^ 
of encouraging emulation. In such a ser¬ 
vice a man ought to feel that to be any 
thing at all, he must be great/y meritorious ; 
but, according to the new system, there 
are degrees of praise to suit all sizes of 
zeal, talents, and courage; so that if a 
man has but moderation in his views of 
fame, he need never despair of being sa¬ 
tisfied. But, the worst of it is, this mode¬ 
ration is not at all calculated to produce 
that sort of deeds, which,support the repu¬ 
tation of the service and the renown of the 
country, and which, by those means, tend 
to the preservation of the country’s inde¬ 
pendence.-There is some talk of, an 

intention to keep pos.9e.m’on of the island ol 
Walcheren, and to retain it at the peace. 
M^hen we speak of j>eace it is like speaking 
of posterity ; but, whether in war or in 
peace, I cannot think it possible long to 
hold this island. The garrfson nius* be 
very numerous; the provisions must be 
sent from England ; the/«e/ to cook them 
njust be sent from England ; and, I think 
it not unlikely, that no small part of the 
water, for certain purpose.s, at least, must 
be sent Irom England. The permanent 
possession of the island would, therefore, 
be attended with an enormous expenee, 
and that, too, without a probability, as far as 
I can see, of producing any proportionate 
good effect. It would, perhaps, prevent 
jthe port of Antwerp from sending forth 
ships of war against us; but Napoleon has 
so many other ports, that this would be no 
great injury to' him, and could not much 
jetard his naval projects, unless, indefsd, 
we were able to block up closely all 
his other ports. All that he wants to do, 
at present, is to huild ships and get theni^r 
/«■ sea. He may build a fleet of a hundred 
sail of the line in the Scheldt, in spite of 
our possession of Walcheren, or of the 
whole of Zealand. The hemp grows in 
abundance in the North of France and in 
the whole of Belgium. Oak and other 
timber, of all sorts, is to be had in plenty . 
upon thfe banks of the Scheldt, as well a# 
upon those of the Meuse and'ffie Rhine. 
The countries which these rivers rup 
through are covered with forests of hara 
'^’wood; and, from the mountains of’the 
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Vosges and of the Schwartzwald, the foot 
of which is washed by the Rhine, there 
are jiines as good, perhaps, as a4y in 
Norway. Hence will come the pitch and 
tar also ; and, in short, without receiving a 
single article 'by sea, Buonaparte may 
build in the Scheldt, and at a compara¬ 
tively trifling expcnce, a number of ships 
'of war equal to that of the English fleet. 
Indeed, the fact of his having actuail)' 
built tkirteen ships of the line, in the port of 
Antwerp, while we most flrmly believed, 
that he had not the means of building a 
ship of the line any where, and while our 
immense naval force was employed in 
blockading his ports, and cutting olf his 
commercial communications; this fact 
alone ought to be sufficient to convince us, 
that the naval resources of the Scheldt are 

very great.-The possession, therefore, 

of Walcheren by us will not prevent Na¬ 
poleon from building ships, from building 
a navy, in tho Scheldt; and, unless we 
could be certain of being able to keep the 
island, the possession can be only of tem¬ 
porary use; for, the moment we give it up, 
or are driven from it, that moment out 
conies a Eiench fleet.—^—Some say, that 
Walcheren fs accessible by means of the 
ice.* If so, it cannot be tenable against a 
power like that of Buonaparte. But, this 
point ought to have been ascertained, be¬ 
fore any expensive attem(>t had betn 
made upon it; for, if it be accessible by 
means of the ice, it may probably be in 
the hands of the enemy befare next 
Christmas, and that, too, with great loss 
on our part. In short, if the possession 
of it be at all dependant upon* the frost, 
it would be greatly criminal in any mi¬ 
nister to leave a garrison in it at any 
time later than the month of Nojembeit 

-1 dare say, that the public in general 

have been much surprizftl to find, that 
there were thirteen new ships of the line 
in the* Scheldt, not dreaming that there 
were so many in all Napoleon’s domi¬ 
nions, ahd not having, three times in their 
lives, heard the port of Antwerp mentioii- 
edi There are not a few other things ex¬ 
isting, of which the people of England 
hear nothing; but, of which they "will 

hear by-and-by.-At the peace of 

Amiens', I, assisted by a gentleman who 
was more conversant in the aflairs of the 
continent, foretold what this po|jt of Ant¬ 
werp, wuuhl become, if left in the hands of 
the French. The prediction was treated 
as a dream; but, it has been realized ; 
the “ dfeun itf out,” as the old womcy 


say; and, a most fearful dream it is. It 
does, in short, with other circumstfiiicef;i 
render it next toTimpossi^e, that the bat* 
tie for the independence of England shoul4 
not be finally fought upon Bnglisk ground. 
To this, after all our endeavours to avoid 
it; after all our attempts to di.sguise the 
fact even from ourselves, it is evident that 
we must come at last. In this view of the 
war, every proof of the valour of bur army 
is greatly valuable to us ; and, as far as 
the army has had opportunities of shewing 
its excellence, it has, I believe, shewn it 
upon this occasion. 

Loan Gambier. --The news-papers 

state, that " the enemy’s fleets and squad- 
“ rons this side of Gibraltar, being citlter 
“ destroyed or rendered useless,Ijor A Gambie* 
" and Sir John Thomas Duckworth have 
" arrived in town; their shi|>s not being 
" now kept in an efftcient statefosnsm, their 
“ crews have been put into smaller ves- 
" sels.” So ! Sb ! What, then, the ene¬ 
mies’ fleets were all destroyed in Basque 
Roads, I suppose ? I have heard of no 
destruction of his fleets since the des¬ 
truction caused by Lord Cochrane and 

his gallant crew.-The view, with 

which the above quoted paragraph has 
been published, is plain enough. Thera 
is scarcely any one so dull-eyed as not to 
seethe bottom of. But, it will not, and must 

not, succeed. -The Court-Mabtiai. at 

Portsmouth must not be passed over in' 
that silence, in which some persons are so 
anxious to see it buried. The Evidence 
there given (that most curious Evidence!) 
requires to be laid before the public in a 
shape more clear and less expensive and 
cumbrous than it now is*. Tbi.s task I 
shall endeavour to perform in the coursa 
of two or three Numbers. 

Austria. -The public cannot but 

have observed the high-flown praises, 
which the hireling prints have constantly 
bestowed upon the Archduke Charles, as 
often as the Austrians have been at war 
with France. These very prints, the Sun, 
the CounyiR, the M^aMNC Post, and 
others, are now attacking this same Arch- 
c|uke, with the^ utmost virulence of lan¬ 
guage. Upon this subject the Statesman 
news-paper asks: “Are the people of 
“ Etigjand prepared to acquiesce in that 
“ degradaiiun -—that deHructioii oj charac^, 
" which is now manifestly meditated 
“ this illustrious Comimmfler, on "VirbosN 
“ individual talents and e-xertions'we were, 
“ but a few short weeks ago, taught to b*- 
o lieve tk* fate of Eurogc rested f” ^by, 
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no; J do not believe, that the peo/)/e of 
England are ^epared for this; but, 
if the Archdui^ Charles -advises peace 
with France ; if he prefers saving a 
remnant of* power for his family, ra¬ 
ther than expose the last stake to cer¬ 
tain destruction for the sake of favouring 
the views of the ministers of England, we 
may be sure, that there are some persons, 
who are prepared for this, and, if within 

their power, for a great deal more.- 

Oh ! monstrous ! To accuse this Arch¬ 
duke of folly, of imbecility, and almost 
of treason, when, only a few weeks ago, 
he W'as almost a God in their eyes, and 
when it cannot be forgotten, that he was a 
subject of praise even in the last Speech 
from the throne! “ By presuming,” says 
the Morning^Chronicle, " that he desires 
“ peace with France, sufficient is known 
for the principle which regulates the 
" praise or cenS^ire of these sagacious po- 
liticians. They take itTor granted that 
" all f/rdgners ought to join with m in sup- 
porting our interests, and to consider the 
“ interests of their own cowilries only as 
secondary otfeds. l ie who is for m lias 
" a title to their uncpialified praise; but 
« the moment any one ceases to act as 
•• we would lure ’ him, be the cause what it 
“ may—good or bad—no oiatier, he must 

be an object of unqualified abuse.”- 

This is very true. It has been their in¬ 
variable practice. Every foreign prince, 
or individual, no matter w'hat his rank 
of character, becomes an object of abuse 
the moment his conduct is such as these 
hirelings deem hostile to our interests. ^ 
They really seem to think, that all the 
world is made lo be subservient to our in¬ 
terests, or imaginary interests ; or rather, 
to the politics of the English ministry.—— 
Why, have not the Austrians ventured 
enough ? What would we have more of 
them ? Wljat would we have the Arch¬ 
duke or any other man dh with such an 
ai'niy as he has described in his Orders, 
issued after the battle of Wagram ? An 
£rmy that he accH.ses of every species pf 

unsotdierlike and cowardly conduct ?-^ 

Yet, the hireling prints, are now ende%- 
voaring to persuade the public, that this 
same army is capable of effecting the 
« ddivertmee of Europe.” Was ever infa¬ 
tuation es|ua| to which can induce 
a people to lirten to such gross attempts 

at deception t-'-That these hirelings 

speak from any autltority, upon this occa- 
«ion, is scarcely elidible; and yet, what 
sh^juld have g'tveif them their cue ? What 


should have made them, all at once, open, 
full cry, upon the poor .Archduke ? They 
niustshave had something, like certain in¬ 
formation, that he is f» favour qf peace with, 
Napoleon. That, we may be a.ssured, they 
firmly believe, at any rate; and, in all pro¬ 
bability, the fact is so. 

Parliamentary Reform. -Below, thh 

reader will find a Letter from Mr. Wor-’ 
THiNGTON to Major Cartwright, in reply 
to Lord Selkirk’s Letter to the Major. 
His lordship is here completely answered 
as far as relates to France; and, as to Atne- 
rica, beside.s what Mr. Wovtliingion has 
said respecting imiversal suffrage, what ana¬ 
logy is there in the two cases ? Lord Sel¬ 
kirk might as well have cited the govern¬ 
ment ol the Indians or the,Negroes. Have 
they any King in America ? Have the}’ any 
House qf Lords? In short, what similarity 
is there in the state of the Iwp couiUries ? 
In America the Governors and Piesitlcnt 
are elective; and, as Judges may-become 
Governors, tiuy act upon the bench with a 
view to their future elections; they can¬ 
vass in their cluirges, judgments, and deci¬ 
sions. This'is truly abominable. It is the 
very worst system of tyranny. But, what 
has this to do with us and our fjutstion qf Par¬ 
liamentary Reform, my Lord Selkirk liave 
we any Governors and Presidents ? Can 
our Judges or Chancellors ever become our 

chief magistrates?-1 shall continue this 

subject in my next. 

SIk. Townsf-nd’.s Letter, in explanation 
of what was said at the Middlesex Meeting 
about tythes, as connected with Parliament¬ 
ary lic/bi m, shall appear in the next Regis¬ 
ter. It should have been inserted in the 
present; but I am sure tliat when Mr. 
Townsend has read the Letter of Mr. Wor- 
'thingtop, he would be very sorry if any 
part of it had been Icff. out. 

* W«. COBBETT. 

Botley, Thursday, August 1800. 


A LETTER TO 

. JOHN CARTWRIGHT, Esa. 

In Reply to the Bari qf Selkirk’s letter to him, 
on the subject of Parliamentary Rrform. 

Dear^ir,— 5^ venerable and excellent 
friend of yours, my neighbouc, here, has 
just put into my bands the Earl of Selkirk's 
Letter to you, containing hJs own account 
tpf his reasons for declining to act as a. 
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Stewai*d, at the late Meeting for Promotion 
of Parliamentary Reform; from whose 
well-merited celebrity my expectation I 
own, was highly excited.—I was very 
anxioos to know what more could be said 
on the other side; I therefore looked from 
the pen of Lord S. for a novel exhibition, 
Either of powerful argument, which might 
stagger, it'not convince ; or for a defence 
in some theory at all events ingenious, if 
not firm and sound, for the universally ac¬ 
knowledged corruptions. In short it, ow¬ 
ing to Lord S.’s unfortunate side of the 
question, 1 should be disappointed of a so¬ 
lid joint, I yet expected, the savoury re¬ 
mains of the late Edinburgh Reviewers, 
'Served up again with superior skill in a 
high seasoned curry or haggles, exquisite 
at least, if nut digestible. In both these 
respects rny expectation has been baulked; 
and I have got up hungry and disappoint¬ 
ed—yet not dissati.sfied—There is one 
point, however, at starting, in which I claim 
a full concurrence with the noble writer— 
Where, stating his defection from himself, 
as well as from his deceased father and 
brother, he oders in their nanles the just 
tribute of respect to your character. Those 
nagies are Venerable; that of his brother 
especially is dear not only to those who 
knew his candid nature, but for his en¬ 
larged and philanthropic spirit is dear to 
his country, and would have been equaHy 
dear, if he could have been equally known, 
to the universal world. 1 will add, that in 
ihe entertainment of the great question now 
before us, the best part of the public will 
with me regret, that their heir as well as 
succes.sor in talent, should, in expatiating 
upon their political opinions, have ex¬ 
punged with his own hand this quarter 
from the shield of his descent.—1 giust be* 
gin with a rapid synopsis of the Letter. 
Lord Selkirk accounts for This his change 
of opinion, both from his family and from 
himself, on the ground of the opportunity 
(page 6) which he had,* but “ which they 
" never had, of seeing the practical appli- 
** cation of those principles, from which 
" they expected consequences so benefi- 
" cial.”—He then instances America as 
the scene of this application (pages 0&7) 
but expressly declines on the score of 
their length, (page 8) to go into the rea¬ 
sonings, which have occurred to him, ” as 
to the source of the fallacy,” j[now in¬ 
deed pretty prevalent, if it is one, in Eng¬ 
land) thoit a Parliamentary Reform would i 
•< have the ^cts, which its most sincere 
** end wclous fiiends aDticipate.” Alas ^ 


Mr. WorthmgtmU L^ter. {SI# 

I these " reasonings,” long, or short, are the 
very things we wanted! ^e then proceeds 
(pages 9 & 10) to the qpmmon places of 
corrections endangering benefits, of o«r 
enviable mass of public happiness, &c. &c. 
till he ends at the end of page 9 in the (as 
himself allows) " hacknied topic” of the 
French Revolution;—which continues to 
page 14, where “ the neces.sary tendency 
"of elections purely deniocratical” are 
ably pointed out. Then (page 15) come the 
Edinburgh Reviewers, or “ commendable 
representation By family influence,” &c.—» 
until page 16, where the noble writer re¬ 
turns to his favourite topic, America, again, 
and to “ Peter Porcupine,” (pages 18 and 
19) wherein it is contended, when w* 
translate the passages into plain English, 
that it is more important to remove abuses, 
than their causes; followed 6y an apostro¬ 
phe or avowal on the part of Lord S. him¬ 
self, which, as the opponent of so honest 
and popular a Aieasure as Parliamentary 
Reform, he seems to have thought neces- 
8ary,and to which the reader will of course 
give credit, " that he is the decided friend 
" of every ju.st measure of oeconotnical 
“ reform.” Pages 20, 21, & fini,s, contain 
an appeal to the friends of Reform, de¬ 
precating their efforts, by a suggestion, 
that this bustle about Parlianmntary Re¬ 
form will defeat all other salutary re¬ 
forms.—Yet are we convinced (probably 
by our malevolence) that it is the appre¬ 
hension excited in the minds of the go¬ 
vernment by this question, or bustle, sole¬ 
ly, which has put the ministry upon the 
qui vive, on the subject of any sort of Re¬ 
form whatsoever '.—Having taken this ra¬ 
pid view of the grounds orf which Lord S. 
has chosen to rest the argument, and which 
certainly are neither new, nor striking, I 
proceed to follow him upon those grounds, 
which, after all, afford but a mere argu¬ 
ment of analogy, leaving the principle, as 
1 trust to shew,intireiy uiideci^d and even 
untouched. 1 regret that a man of Lord 
S.’8 abilities should have blinked the prin¬ 
ciple ; I wjuld far mor4willingly have mat 
him in the noble field of general argument. 
lJor4 want to know from a man of his ca¬ 
pacity, what c6nnection there is between 
Rotten Boroughs and any of the valuable 
privileges (yet extant) ot Enghshnien. A 
case in point just occflrs. lam writing 
this, not in my own house, but in the Iste 
of Wight ; now I long to know frojm lairii 
S. by any induction, however in^nieus, in 
what way the protection of the u^rty of 
the Subject, the purity of the distribi^ofi 
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of justice in this Island, or the security in ly disavowed ; 1‘niean wiwaval S^tfrage.-^ 
which every ms|i in it may enjoy the fruit 1 will very readily agree with Lord S. 
of his industry (Wes 9 & 10) are or pos- (page-6) that universal suffrage and fre- 
sibly can be, in Sy the remotest way, in- quency of election may prove no bar to the 
ff^ted to, orvpromoted by a reverend gen- misconduct of .representatives, that a po- 
tleman (these Sacred Politicians jostle us litical adventurer, raised to power by po- 
^very where 1) returning 4 members of pular favour, is fully as likely to abuse that 
parliament for two boroughs just under my power, as is the purchaser of a rotten bo‘ 
Xir>se; while another borough has its mem- rough,—In short, I will go much farther 
bers returned by two persons, the whole than Lord S. for I will assert that political 
Island being, in fact, represented by three adventurers raised to power by any means 
pc^rsons.—J wish a reason why the proper- whatsoever are the great bane of our go- 
lies and rights, personal ana judicial, of vernment. I further contend and insist, 
the inhabitants or this Island, would not be that rotten boroughs are the nurses and 
as well preserved by permitting the sub- cradles of these adventurers; and it is 
stanthti inhabitants themselves in this Is- expressly to extinguish such adventurers, 
land to chuse the guardian^ whom they that we wish to extend the rights of suf- 
might think the fittest to preserve them, as frage to solid Householders and Tax-pay ers, 
they are likely to be preserved by allow-- and allow no others to manufacture Mem- 
ihg one pcj^soh to have the nomination of bers of Pariifcment, as journeymen do pins 
four of thew guardians, and two other in- and buttons, for their private emolument! 
dividuals, in hka manner, the nomination Granting then, that the American guvern- 
of the remaining two. •And again, if m^nt, founded (as Lord S. says it is) on 
it shall further appear that these guar- universal suffrage, to be as bad as Peter 
diaiis of the whole, so nominated by indi- Porcupine shews, or Lord S. for the sake 
viduals, shall exercise a right of tax- of his argument can wish it to be, still, as 
ing the properties of the whole of the in- universal saffiage is absolutely exploded 
habitants, and shall, ^11 or any of them, by the Reformists in England, who met at 
(I mean these guardians) receive out of the Crown and Anchor, and tine two cases 
the produce of such taxes, money in any consequently without analogy, I must con- 
shape, offices, or honours, for thenisel ves or tend, in opposition to the noble author, that 
families, wherewith to indemnify them- the practical results of the government of 
selves for the sums which they may have America, founded on universal suffrage, 
paid to those individuals (the creators of do not furnish any conclusion which could 
our guardians!) for their nomination, properly have caused a change in the opi- 
I sliall be glad to be informed, how, in such nions of the late Lords Selkirk and Daer, 
a predicament as this, the right of nomi- had they been now living, as to the at^tual 
Dating such guardians can be lodged so,^ tendency of a Reform of the House of Corn¬ 
er more, dangerously than in the hands of mans in England ; a Reform which is to 
such individual, that is, in other words, be principally accomplished by cutting- 
in close or rotten boroughs; or how worse off the close franchises and rotten boroughs, 
guardians for their properties, &c. could, a«d extending the rights of sufiiage, of 
under any imaginary system of appoint- which, in every instance whatever, proper- 
ment, be appointed. Until those can be ty is'proposed to be tlie basis and qualifi- 
answered, I ^hall esteem every conclusion cation. 1 need say nothing as to the, pro- 
drawot analogically,from America,France, posed sbt)rtening of the duration of'Par- 
ot; elsewhere to be puerile and incon- liament, as such proposition is not only 
even did such analogies as Lord strietjy constitutiunal, but is conformable 
S,* assumes, really exist. Which I noyv to the actual practice of the best periods 
proceed attempt to shew hav£ uo exist'^ of our government j it is moreover abso- 
ence whatever, but in his lordship’s imisgK lutelyimpotent to any mischief and alone 

nation smd assumption.-First, then, to* poteht to good. For if the conduct of the 

Ameirlca; apd herein I have, in common representative m what it ought tg be, his 
with other gentlemen, to complain of a constituents can, and Of course will re- 
senous mlif^resettaation of our avowed elect him, and if it is not what it ought to 
principles. Lord S. has imputed by ini- be, why, then, the shorter the perimi al-"- 
plication to Stewards of the Meeting lowed him*to misbehave himself {bebetter, 
in promutidh of I*arliam.eotary ReiWm an ——Having shewn then, as I conceive, 
object, not only wlijch, tbey never had, that Lo.rd S.’s argument can derive.no ' 
hqt which they diiti^lly apd qaattimous- r bene^d whatefm: fi-om hia ioftaime Awf- - 
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rica, I proceed to IjU next instance jrf" 
France ui 1789, reserving to myself^ if I 
still have room, a few remarks (in con¬ 
cluding) on the subject of America, which 
has been dragged forward, so irrelevantly 
as Lconceive, into this discu8sioo.~Nofv, 
with respect to France, the analogy is 
«till more unfortunate, 1 mean that Lord 
S.’s objection to the conduct of the then 
French Patriots is still more unreasonable 
and inapplicable than is his instance 
from America.—^Jo show which, it will 
be necessary, whilst considering the his¬ 
torical fact which Lord S. has cited, 
to refer to two or three authentic con¬ 
temporary as well as former facts, which 
Lord S. has not cited, and which certainly 
would not at all have suited the noble au¬ 
thor’s argument.—Before entering into 
this discussion respecting Revolutionary 
France,-! must beg to premise, that it is a 
topic, which of all others I would have 
deprecated, as I thoroughly and seriously 
do its results. It has nothing in it in com¬ 
mon with the situation of England, which 
can identity the tendency of any of the 
acts of the two nations, and it necessarily 
leads into digression at least useless, if not 

acrimoniouti.--To the point; ‘'The king 

“*f France in 1789 did,” 1 will grant as 
Lord S. assumes, “ ofler the important 
“ concession That no taxes should for the 
“ future be levied wiihout the authority of 
“ iheSvitesGi.'nfiVix\,mderihec»nditioiitfuii it 
should be constituted according to its ancient 
“form 'in three Chambers;” hut did the king 
distinctly oiler that the dia^ent of the 
Tiers Etat should disable the acts or votes 
of the other two orders under his coniroul, in 
case they .should vote taxes to which the 
Tiers Etat would not assent ? In a W'ord, 
was it’s assent made the essence^of taxft- 
tion, as in England, where Money Bills 
not only with th% Commons, but 

are never allowed to be in any the slightest 
respwt altered elsewhere?- -And even if the 
King (Louis xvi) had |)romised this, who 
was to compel the Court, or his M inisti-y, by 
whom he was governed, to fulfil the pro¬ 
mise r Or if he had fulfilled it himself) 
and in his own government, who was to 
compel his successor, who had made no 
such- promise to imitate his fidelity ? 
Was there in France any extant vo¬ 
lume ceataining the asserted Rights of the 
Subject, with the example of onj monarch 
capitally.punished, and another deposed 
and driven out of the country by popular 
indignation for violation of such Rights ?— 
Ib fbortt. watT wy Code of Kigl^ 


then extant in France, dear to the peopio 
by inheritance, and fan^iar to them by 
inalienable and imprr^riptible enjoy* 
raetit, which the Government, backed ^ 
a mercenary army, would not thereelw 
have dared to attack ? and thi.s, not only 
without any prospect of probable success; 
but with tlie certainty of calling the 
whole nation upon its legs into the field 
against them in defence of its notorious 
privileges? Was there no Bastille in 
France, no Lettres de Cachet ? Even grant¬ 
ing that the substantive assent of the Tiera 
Etat to the levy of taxes could have been 
indefeasibly secured to that order (which 
is a very liberal concession on my apart) 
can Lord S. shew that the Freedom of thc 
Election of its members would never have 
been violated ? Has. Lord S. forgotten that 
a King was driven from the*British throne 
“ for having violated the Freedom of 
" Election of Members to serve in Parlia- 
"ment; for dwers arbitrary and illegal 
“ courses; for having caused to be re- 
“ turned of late years partial, corrupt, and 
“ unqurilified persons to serve on .Juries on 
“ Trials, and particularly divers Jurors on. 
“ Trial.s for High Treason, who were not 
“ Freeholders; for having required exces- 
" sive Bail of persons committed in cri- 
“ minal cases to elude the benefit of 
“ laws made for the Liberty of the Sul>- 
“ jects ; and for having imposed excessive 
“ Fines, and illegal and cruel Punishments, 
“ &c. &e. ?” Mas Lord S. forgot that ibis 
is the declaratory pari of the Bill of Rights 
of Englishmen ? and docs the noble author 
in principle ileiiy these Hights? Does he 
think that a Fienchman, by the Being 
who createil Man, was iifct invested with 
the same Rights as an Englishman ? Does 
he contend, that an hereditary despotism 
can on that account prescribe against the 
imprescriptible rights of mankind ? Had 
the French nation then, 1 repeat, any 
guarantee in any of its actual circum¬ 
stances, that the Freeilom of Elections 
would, not have been violated ? Had they 
a constitutional security against any arbi¬ 
trary and illegal courses ?> Had they any 
^loPies whatsoever, Freeholders or others; 
m State Trials'? Was not the admini.stra- 
tion of justice as partial, corrupt, and de¬ 
pendant as itpleased, -and who could make 
it otherwise, or call *t to account ? aA4 
-with respect to excessive Bail, Fiitet^ aiid 
illegal and cruel Punhhmtfnts, were they 
not inflicted at.the arbitrary will of every 
mintstry ? Perhaps Jjord S. may be w 
opiiiiea, that this is t|ie wmy, is 
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the mass of msoikind ought to be govem- 
'ed Biid that, ekcept as to the contribu- 
of their nif^y, (a matter much re> 
gapded in Scotland) they have no other 
nllits ! The floble lord in fine must either 
adinn thisto be his opinion and political 
principle, or he must abandon his argu¬ 
ment. For, if the French nation had any 
right to something more than a mere vote 
as to taxation, they oughtnotto have been 
satisfied with that offer of'the King, which 
Lord S. argues ought to have satisfied them. 
Leaving, then, his lordship to take his elec¬ 
tion between the abandonment of his ar¬ 
gument, or of those principles, detestable 
to an*£nglisb ear, which he must maintain, 
if he do^s -not abandon his argument, I 
will now cite to the reader li few of the 
acts of the French Government, contempo¬ 
rary with the‘offer of Lewis the xvith, to 
abandon the. levy of taxes without consent 
of the States Gerteral; by which he may 
judge of the spirit of that Gbvernment, and 
of the probable value to the nation of that 
Right w’hich in words was so offered to be 
conceded. When M. Calonne assembled 
the Notables, although they were all nomi¬ 
nated by the king, it,was determined to 
have them still more humbly devoted to the 
views of the Government, than even such 
a nomination, if at all respectable in the 
eyes of the country, would have made 
them. Calonne therefore, by a stratagem, 
that of dividing the whole body into seven 
Committees oi 20 Members each, and in 
making the decision, to depend upon a 
m^ority qf Committees, contrived that a 
majority of four of the .Committees, being 
only 44 persons, should be amajority of 140 
persons, which vt^as the number of the Nota¬ 
bles, and this number he reasonably assum¬ 
ed, either bj' consulting his own experience, 
or jiossibly by information from England, 
might be always obtained in any assembly 
in favour of a court. But, although an able 
linaucier, Calonne miscalculated; and 
this body, even so constituted, would not 
impose any taxes; (a matter scarcely to 
btf believed in England!) conquering in. 
the opinion that it had not authority. It 
however recommended two new taxes^'to, 
be enregistered by the Parliament, a Stamp 
and a Land Tax. On the Parliament re- j 
plying, in words which should be writ¬ 
ten in gold, »‘that*with such a revenue 
as the nation then supported, the name 
of Taxes ought not to be mentioned 
“ unless for the purpose of reducing them,” i 
what was the answer of that Court, which 
was ^9 benignly ab^ut to oifer to the peo¬ 


ple of France, what Lord S. commends, 
and thinks they ought to have accepted; 
the right of imposing their own Taxes? 
Why, the answer was, a compulsory enre- 
gistering of the Taxes in'question! and 
when the Parliament struck this out at 
their next free meeting, all the members 
were served with lettres de cachet (a practice* 
which M. Fayette observes a majority of 
the Nobles at the Seance of the Notables 
appeared in favour of) and exiled to 
Trois.—Continuing there inflexible, it was 
soon after recalled to Paris, when, in some 
further contests, which arose with • the 
Court, the Parliament at last declared, 
that the Right of enregistering Edicts for 
Taxes belonged only to the States Gene¬ 
ral, and therefore they would no longer 
continue even to debate upon it. It was 
very soon after this that the King came to 
Paris, and held a personal meetuig of eight 
hours with the Parliament, in which he 
promised them, in a manner that appear¬ 
ed to proceed personally from himself, 
that the States General should be conven¬ 
ed ; which is the origin of the offer, to 
which Jjord S. has referred. What how¬ 
ever was the result of this ? Why, his mi¬ 
nisters discovering that jin his promise pf 
convening the States General the King 
had mentioned no time, they contrived an 
expedient calculated to elude the promise, 
without appearing to break it. For this 
purpose a factitious sort of new Constitution 
was constructed, called a Cour Pleniere, 
“ in which were invested all the powers 
“ that government nii^ht want, and in 
" which the contended Right of Taxation 
" was to be given up by the King to 
" the members, whom he himself ap- 
“ pointed; a new Criminal Code, &c., was 
iubstitqted, and in many points, the 
“ whole certainly exhibited a melioration 
“ of the principfes of the Government; 
“ still the Cour Pleniere-itself was no more* 
“ than a medium through vi-hich dexpo- 
“tisra was to pass/without appearing to 
" act directly from itself.”—The Parlia¬ 
ment refused to enregister the Edict for 
^establishing this Cour Pleniere, and it was 
generally contended, that the right of 
“ altering the Government vvas a national 
" right,^d not a right of the Government 
" itself, which might otherwise be perpe- 
“ tually innovating; and finally, that the 
" Cour Plepiere was nothing more than a 
" larger Cabinet.” The ministry*brought 
this to iswe by sending a regiment of. sol¬ 
diery to suiroond the Parliunent house; 
af^, on lire members sending for beds and 
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provisions the commanding officer was or¬ 
dered to enter, and seize, (which he did) 
the principal members, and shut tliem up 
in different prisons! Thfis was the Parlia¬ 
ment of Paris. A deputation at the same 
time arrived from the province of Britan- 
ny, to remonstrate against the establish- 
•ment of the Cour Pleniere; and these the 
King, ot his ministers, sent to the Bastille i 
The spirit of the nation however was not 
to be then overeonie : the Cour Pleniere 
was oliliged to be given up, and the Minis¬ 
ters followed its fate. M. Neckar was re¬ 
called to office, and the convening of the 
Stales General was no longer resisted. 
They did not meet till May 1789, which 
is about the period of Lord S.’s assumption 
of the King's offer. The States General 
bad not been convened since the year 
1614, when they had deliberated in 
their disiiiict orders ; and, as Lord S. 
has laid a stress on the King’s import- 
" ant concession, tlTat no Taxes should for 
“ the future be levied without the aiitlio* 
“ riiy constituted according to its ancient 
form in .3 chambers," and follows this 
up by assuming, that, had ’it been ac¬ 
cepted, it would have corrected all the 
despotism ‘and vices of the government, I 
will just cite the w'ords of an eminent 
French author, who wrote before any Re¬ 
volution was dreamed of in France, and 
who, speaking of the. States Generat of 
1614, says, “ They held the public in sus- 
« pence b months, and by the questions 
agitated therein, and the heat with 
" which they were put, it appears that the 
“ Great (les Grands,) thought more to sa- 
tisfy their particular passions than to pro- 
cure the good of the nation,” (one would 
think it was an assembly of our own 
times!) “ and the whole time pajsed aw%y 
" in altercations, ceremonies, and parade." 

-^They were censcquCntly never called 

«gaui. To the reader of these pages it is 
them left to determine, whether such an 
assembly, of tried iilhtility,. even before 
the corruptions had taken root, in its 
anciently constituted state of three distinct 
chambers, where two of these chambers 
representing the privileged orders^ and 
emanating from the Crown, had either 
each a negative upon every measure for 
the People, or by combining could have 
kept the Tiers £tat, or universal nation, 
in a perpetual minority, would kave sup¬ 
plied th« wants of the then French nation, 
where all these corruptions had thriven to 
a gigantic maturity ? A nation groaning 
under etery description of abuse, the coju- 


bihed results of a systematised monar¬ 
chical, ecclesiastical, fe^al, aristocraticai 
and" municipal Tyranny! In what way 
was a constitution of equal rights, sutm 
as we theoretically enjoy ih England, to 
have been established by the States Gene¬ 
ral, in fact by the Tiers Etat, when the 
Clergy and the Noblesse arrogated for 
them.selves a pretty general exemption 
from burthens, with a maintainance of 
privileges which rendered every man a 
slave, who was not of that class. How 
were these rights to have b*jeii constitu¬ 
tionally secured which Lord S. says we 
enjoy so exclusively now in England ? 
How was the fruit of the industry «f the 
people to have been protected, under a 
system of unequal taxation "'and feudal 
oppression, or who would have made it 
equal ? How was the purity of the distri¬ 
bution of justice to have been guarded> 
where the Judge was th€ Jury, and where 
the right to administer justice was bought 
and sold ? And how' was personal liberty 
to have been enjoyed under the regime of 
Lettres de Cachet and the Bastille ! In a 
word, how were these incompatibilities 
with any Constitution of Liberty to have 
been won, or wrested for the Tiers Etat 
from the Crown, which had the key of the 
Bastille, or from the privileged orders, 
which deliberating in their separate cham¬ 
bers bad their respective negatives upon 
every measure of general equalization and 
of national utility ? But, if Lord S. or any 
reader can yet have a doubt upon the 
importance of the Tiers Etat not having 
yielded in that respect, and of the com¬ 
plete restoration of the old regiine, which 
would have followed it,*let him look at 
two more facts, which are absolutely deci¬ 
sive of this question. The one, the stand, 
that the Court and Aristocracy made, 
when, unable to obtain the absolute sepa¬ 
ration of the three Chambers, the King in 
a bed of justice accorded the deliberation 
and vote pur t6te upon several objects; 
but specially reserved the deliberation 
and vote^upon all questions respecting a 
Constitution to the three Chambers sepa- 

^ rateiy.-Thfe other, that when the Court 

could not acdomplish this, it drew 3O,U00 
foreign troops under Broglio round Paris; 
and shut up, and guarded, by troops, the 
I doors of the National Assembly at Ver- 
! sailles, which produced the memorable 
. meeting at the Tennis Ground,, the Oath 
I never to separate, &c. the capture of the 
Bastille, and the whole explosion of the 
Revolution.—^Contqpplsdwg the i^atter. 
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then, with the light of the9e.historical facts, 

1 cannot agree wkhLoi’dS. that the rerbal 
concession of thtt| Right of Taxation by 
the King to the Etats Generaux could ever 
have pruduceti for France those happy 
cmasequences which he foresees. Nor can 
I conceive it possible in a nation, whose 
abuses were interwoven with its very 
aocial existence, and which had not the 
guide-of 'a single land-mark of liberty, 
how a Constitution, without a Civil War, 
could ever have been established by three 
deliberative Chambers, each operating with 
a negative, and each claiming privileges 
absolutely irreconcileable with the pri- 
vilegas of the other ; nay, further, privi¬ 
leges, which in the nature oH things could 
not have a concurrent existence ; where 
the very enjoyment of those of the one 
must have been the extinction of those of 
the other. A Government is a very diffe¬ 
rent thingfrom a'Constitution ; a Govern¬ 
ment may very well and 'very salutarily 
perform its functions through organs like 
our own, whose interests are distinct, and 
even opposed to each otlier ; perhaps it is 
the best way in which civil government 
can perforin its functions; but, in order 
to frame a Constiintlon, the interests must 

concur.-If then, I cannot with Lord S. 

see or admit any likelihood, that the hap¬ 
piness and freedom of a British Constitu¬ 
tion would have followed the simple ac¬ 
ceptance by the Etats Generaux of the 
King’s concession respecting tlie Taxes, I 
can still less discern any of the steps in 
that Echelhn of proof, or pTobability, by 
which it roust be presumed that Lord 8. 
arrived at bis conclusion, how the re¬ 
storing the praefice of the English Consti¬ 
tution to its principles, which admit of no 
dispute, can have a tendency to produce 
any thing like the horrors of a French 
Revolution.—On the contrary, it appears, 
by every refweiice to .the suligect of 
France, that her Revolution was occa¬ 
sioned solely by the abuses of her govern¬ 
ment; and how the maintainance of the 
abfises, which have arept into govCtp- 
ment, is to be theTreservative fw England 
against a RevoUdiioB, into which, if the «x-, 
ample of France has any analogy at alt, 
her abuses precipitated her, is to me 
utterly incomprehensible; or rather ap¬ 
pears a coitohisioa drawn in direct contra¬ 
diction fothedearest inferences of reason. 

--It wonld bef preposterous, at this time 

of day, to set about drily to prove that the 
had blood too frequently attepdairt ori 
ohangas of governingBt proceeds, not from 
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any thing inherent in the nature of these, 
changes, but from the tenacity with which 
abuses and. corruptions, when inveterate, 
are upheld by those who subsist upon 
them. If governments would remedy their 
corruptions in time, political changes 
would never be sanguinary. But, when 
they are of long duration, the very subsist-' 
ence of a great mass of a nation becomes 
identified with their continuance y and 
who can expect such persons quietly to 
give up all they have ? One of the strong¬ 
est arguments, then, for immediate Reform 
of political corruptions, is the bloodshed 
which must necessarily be the consequence 
of their long course. It is in the name of 
mercy and humanity, therefore, and not in 
that of ferocity and cruelty, that I contend 
for an immediate Reform of our Parliament, 
and, through that, of our Government. The 
French Revolution, as it broke out, was the 
consequence of the most inveterately pro¬ 
tracted system of bad government,-The 

Spanish bloodshed and desolation is solely 
ascrilieable to the same cause. Nothing 
but ths most detestable tyranny in Spain 
could hare suggested to Buonaparte the 
practicability of a' change of Tyrants; 
and nothing but that has prevented the at¬ 
tempt from annihilating its projector.—~ 
In the foregoing, for the sake of meeting 
Lord S., 1 have gratuitously admitted his 
assumption, that the dreadful excesses 
committed by the French Revolutionists, 
and their resulting tyranny, which now 
threatens the civilized world, were the 
natural, and as it were inevitable, offspring 
of the political change or Reform of their 
Government; and that of course therefore 
a Reform in England, which might proba¬ 
bly have similar consequences, is of all 
tlfings t(^ be deprecated. The historical 
fact is nevertheless in the very teeth of this 
assumptiem ; and*the interests of truth and 
oflib^ty, whilst the language of mtber 
dare yet be uttered in Europe, reqowe it 
to be incoBtestibly Stated by a spectator of 
these events on the stage where they were 
acted, that the. enormities which sullied 
the very character of mankind, in the se¬ 
quel of the Revolution of Frmice, did not 
'even’derive the germ of their existence 
from the Reforraation, however radical, 
which took place i« the <Sovernment. The 
tenacity with which the privileged orders 
adhered t(i their usurpations, which were 
incompatible with any just Govjsrnment, 
and the more than suspected insincerity of 
the Court, in its divesting itself of its des- 
pigtie prerogatives, both which hcive beeii 
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«lreacly shewn, together with some intem¬ 
perance on the part of a few of the leaders 
of the Revolution, did unqaestionaWy be¬ 
tween them create a ferment, to which, 
several lives fell an unavoidable sacrifice; 
and which in the event, had they been 
left to themselves, might have produced a 
X)ivil War, with its usual terrible conse¬ 
quences. This is the ultimate and (pro¬ 
tract it as long as you will) the inevitable 
termination of bad government, and re¬ 
sisted melioration, either in France, or 
any other country; and this to a certain 
degree did, and to an indefinite degree 
might have happened in France. But, 
although the combinations of the few 
within the country against the interests of 
the many, might have produced a Civil 
War with conceivable consequences, they 
would have been quite inadequate to the 
production of the inconceivable, and blood- 
freezing horrors of ^the subsequent stages 
of the Revolution. These, like all other 
consequences, were nevertheless produced 
by co-extensive and adequate causes. 
They were produced by the combinations 
of all the trembling despotisms in Europe 
leagued against the cau* of freedom and 
r^ankind. It was into this conspiracy 
that Mr. Burke and Mr. Pitt so fatally 
precipitated England, to the entailment of 
consequences which Lord S. so natur|lly 
regrets ; to which all these Governments, 
except our own, have already fallen sa- 
crificei, and of which no human wisdom 
and foresight can yet discover the end ! 
To these regrets of the noble writer I 
heartily unite my own; and the more so, 
because, having been on the spot at the 
time, I know that no national sentiment 
was ever more sincerely or universally 
(I might say unanimously) feluand ex¬ 
pressed, than that of a desire on the part 
of the French natibn for lasting peace and 
kmi^ with England; but regrets are un¬ 
availing, and the only^^ood which we can 
derive out of this evil must result from 
reasoning .justly upon its causes, in order 
that we may avert its consequences from 
ourselves.—It was not, then, the change .in 
its Government, or political Revolutipn in 
France, as Lord S. assumes, but the ensu¬ 
ing Continental War, which produced, as 
it were, and solely raised to power the 
most atrocious of the revolutionary cha¬ 
racters. The Girondists in ^lart were 
patriots and philosophers; but the despe¬ 
rate crisis of the war and the country su¬ 
perseded tho^e men, and called for cha¬ 
racters, whidi, happily for mankind, peace 


neither wants nor produces. There was 
then a demand for remor^less and violent' 
energies, and the dema|at created its sup¬ 
ply of this, as it does of every thing else. 
These men, however detest^ie their cha¬ 
racters, and deplorable the actual conse¬ 
quences, did, in one respect, nevertheless^ 
the work they were called tor.—They ex¬ 
tricated their country from the dangers 
that assailed it, and they defended it 
against the world ; but in doing this, they 
eventually, and inevitably laid the found¬ 
ation of that military predominance, 
which has fatally alike triumphed over 
their own liberties, and tlmse of mankind. 
It is from this career of glory thsrt the 
French nation derives some consolation 
fur the free destinies it has lost; whilst the 
rest of Europe, which endea^roured to sup¬ 
press them, can find no consolation.—Con¬ 
trary, then, to the assumption of Lord 8. 1 
trust I liave shewn, both’that the horrors 
of the French’Revolution were not even 
the natural, far less the necessary, conse¬ 
quences of mere political change or reform 
of govertmient; but that they were the di¬ 
rect coBse(]uences of the imprudent com¬ 
bination of the governments of Europe 
against her liberties, and that that actual 
military scourge, also, whose successes 
Lord S. so feelingly deprecates,did not na¬ 
turally arise out of the French Revolution, 
but was the offspring of the same ilhfatcd 
Conspiracy. In pointing out the atroci¬ 
ties committed during the Revolution, Lord 
S. has I accidentally overlooked one little 
matter; an omission the more surprising 
as his lordship seems to have thought the 
national purse of so much consequence, as 
to have been anxious lhat the French 
shonld have foregone every security for 
public liberty in consideration of the 
check upon Taxation, which was offored 
by the King to the Etats Generaux. The 
little omission to which I allude, is that of 
the National Assembly having in its first 
year reduced nine millions sterling of the 
annual Taxes! somewhat, it is true by a sale 
of nations^ domains, bmt more by reu eni^- 
ment; and this upon a fevenue nnil cx- 
•pehdilure quRe trifling, when compared 
with the sum of British Taxation. A final 
reflection here suggests itself’ to us upon 
this topic, which Lor^ S, had better not 
have introduced ; and this is, that a go¬ 
vernment, after half a score of centones’ 
continuance, must have very ill answered 
the' purposes of one, when its subjects 
either shewed so much hatred to it, or 
had been so littla humauiaed by it;Qas to 
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make war upM it iii a way which would 
disgrace (fie histvy'of cannibals and sa¬ 
vages ! Tile R^olutions of France and 
of fiipain, which 1 have touched upon, are 
exatnpies of fhe violent Reforms, the na¬ 
tural and necessary results of abuses; I 
hope they are the last of the chapter! On 
the other hand, two or three changes of 
federal Government, as well as of provin¬ 
cial Constitutions, which have quietly 
taken place in America through the means 
of Conventions, assembled for that express 
purpose, exhibit bloodless and salutary 
examples of timely Reforms. 1 will merely 
allude to the- most important, which as¬ 
sembled in Philadelphia m 1787, for the 
alteration of the Federal Constitution of 
America, where the Convention, having 
performed that business, having recom¬ 
mended its alterations to the consideratiqn 
of the sepalrate Slates, and having Bxed the 
period, at which^ if these alterations ob¬ 
tained their approbation, the new Consti¬ 
tution should begin to operate, the mem¬ 
bers peaceably dissolved the Meeting, dis¬ 
persed, and went home. Thus was a Na¬ 
tional Reform quietly accomplished by the 
people, or nation, .the Government not 
Having been party, or actor in the whole 
transaction. 1 have merely cited the case 
as a proof (though I think it superfluous) 
that there is no necessary connection, as 
some suppose, between an aihendment of 
political Constitution, and Civil War— 
far less between Reform and the horrors 
of a French Revolution ; and that, when 
Civil Wars' are produced by these occa¬ 
sions, it is the sinister interference of an 
Aristocracy, of a Court, or of some Cabal, 
with interests diUerent from those of the 
Nation, which produces them. Mankind 
in fact, (for it is ridiculous to suppose 
otherwise) agree always in what is right 
and reasonable, on its being shewn to them 
when their selfish passions do not make 
them do otherwise; and never quarrel, 
and cut each others throats, in matters 
which regard their temporal concerns, 
ui/iess where their interests cl^sh.— 
have now, I conceive, given a satisfactoiry 
answer to the specific points in Lord Sf/st 
Pamphlet of Analogy; it remains but to 
take a look at his general conclusion and 
■cope, which appears to me to be impar¬ 
tially this, viz. that because frightful ex¬ 
cesses followed the train of the French 
Revolution* thei^fbi'e a corrupt represen¬ 
tation of the people is to be perpetuated 
in England ! ' Now, had Lord S. without 
fceliqj faiposclf called upon to give an/ 


re asons for his change of opinion, merely' 
said that his former opinion in this respect 
was changed, the public might have re¬ 
ceived such notification With the defer¬ 
ence due to his lordship’s talents and cha¬ 
racter; and would have naturally con¬ 
cluded that the noble author had solid 
reasons for the change. But when a man * 
of his lordship’s talents condescends to 
come before the public to assign the 
grounds of his change of opinion, and, in 
doing BO, assigns no grounds which can 
.warrant a change, the public will neces¬ 
sarily conceive that his lordship, in -the 
hurry of composition, may have omitted 
the real motive of the change, which they 
would be peculiarly gratified at seeing 
supplied in a more copious edition. And 
this is the more necessary for his lordship 
to do, because, in the posture in which this 
agitated question now stands, the opponents 
of Parliamentary Reform have gained but 
the Name of the Earl of Selkirk-appended 
to a pamphlet, which does not contain one 
trait of those qualities, which have deserv¬ 
edly made that name a favourite of the pub¬ 
lic. In the means then of which the govern¬ 
ment has so assidupusly and inauspiciously 
availed itself for strengtheninj^ its own 
side in the contention about Reform, it has, 
as in a late proceeding in Parliament, con¬ 
trived materially to corroborate the cause 
of its assailant, by exhibiting to a train of 
apologies, or reasonings, which can con¬ 
vince nobody, a name which has, never 
hitherto been annexed to a position which 
it did not elucidate and establish. The 
reader will necessarily draw his own, 
(which can be but one,) inference. Lord 
S.’s apology then for his desertion of his 
political tenets resolving itself into a mere 
dhtvm, ori solitary matter of opinion, that 
Governments should never radically re¬ 
form their abusesTor feaV of consequences, 
I shall oppose^to his lordship’s the opi¬ 
nions of two other illustrious men,/who 
appear to have thought that a restitution 
of the securities for Liberty did warrant 
some considerable risks; the one. Dean 
Swift, the cement of the Tory Ministry of 
Queep Anne, the friend of Harley and pf 
Boling-broke. The other, the most eminent 
Lawyer of his day, Lord Ashburton. It 
is true neither of these men witnessed the 
French RcvQlution ; but the Opinion of 
Swift, which I am going to cite, was writterl 
about SOyears after the English Revolution, 
of which he had been a mature observer, 
and which unfortunately, as Lord St will 
think, for it is very unfortunate indeed 
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for his afgument, occasioned no bloodshed 
at all; and the opinion of Dunning was 
nearly contemporary with the Revolution 
of America which established her gran¬ 
deur and independence ; an event, which, 
standing as an encouraging example to 
all resisters of tyranny, Lord S. niay also, 
by. parity of reasoning, think very onfor- 
'tunate. It was many years after Swift 
had retired from party, and from politics, 
that he wrote to Pope, as follows : “ As to 
what is called a Revolution principle, my 
'' opinion was this; that whenever those 
evils, which usually attend and follow a 
” violent change of Governmentj were not 
• in probability so pernicious as the griev- 
“ ance we siifter under a present power, 
" then the public good, will .justify such a 
" Revolution/' “ As to Parliaments, 1 
" adore the wisdom of that Gothic institu- 
" tion, which made them annual; and I was 
" confident our liberty could never be 
“ placed upon a firm*foundation, until that 
" ancient law was restored among us. For 
“ who sees not, that while such assemblies 
" are permitted to have a longer duration, 
" there grows up a commerce'of Corrup- 
“ tion between the Ministry and the De- 
‘‘^uties, wherein they both find their 
" accounts, to the manifest danger of 
" liberty ? Which traffic would neither 
" answer the design, nor «expence, if Par- 
" liament met once a year.’* He tlJfen 
proceeds 'to " his antipathy to standing 
" armies in time of peace, the abomina- 
tion of the scheme of Government of 
“ setting up a monied interest in opposi- 
" tion to the landed, his incapability of 
" discovering the necessity of suspending 
“ any law, upon which the liberty of the 
" most innocent person depended, &c.*’ 
with other matters equally irret^lant t6 
our times. Mr. Dunning’s opinion was as 
follows : “ If ever a peridd should arrive, 
when .the three branches of the legisla- 
“ tur^^hould unite in a scheme to destroy 
“ the Liberties of the People; or if the 
House of Commons, forgetting their 
" origin and their duty, should become 
“ the mere creatures and slaves of the 
Crown, it would then be no ioiwer 
illegal for the Commonality of Engmnd 
to resume their just share in the legisla- 
" ture, and the means whereby they ac- 
** complished this, whether by association, 
" by remonstrance, or by force,,would be 
“ not only right but laudable; It would 
“ be an honourable imitation of the con- 
“ duct of their ancestors, by which thie 
“ Constitution had been wrested from thg 


" rapacity and from the violence of pre- 
“ rogative.’* Lord ChatMm's opinions to 
tbispurport are so well kn/wn, that it wonld 
be superfluous to quote them.-An op¬ 

portunity is only now atiorded me for a 
flying word or two on the Jobs and ptili- 
tical profligacy of America, which Lord S. 
asserts far to exceed our own ! and there¬ 
from deduces an argument against the 
meliorations, which we conceive would be 
accomplished by a purer state of repre¬ 
sentation. I can readily take for granted, 
even without Lord S/s authority for it, 
that very dirty Jobs are transacted and 
disgraceful acts committed hy politicians 
every where; but comparisons are odteus; 
and candour really obliges me to suspect 
that the noble writer, at the insfant of a 
virtuoiA indignation, may have omitted to 
make those allowances for Ainerica, which 
she will reasonably require. If America 
be so full of despicable facdon, from which, 
happily for us, fve are exempt, we should 
on the other hand take into account whsit 
we pay to allay faction.—Again, acknow- 
ledgin.g, as every Englishman must da 
with pride, the superior redundance of our 
crops of political virtue, let us not, in de¬ 
scribing America, reproach her soil with 
sterility, because it dops not spontaneously 
produce what we force f Lord S. cer¬ 
tainly has not treated the Americans fairly, 
or he would never have drawn a parallel 
between their wretched, and our happy 
Government; he ought to have compared 
them with Kamptschatka or Otaheite. 
Why, the Grenvilles and the Percevals 
have offices amongst them of four times tha 
emolument of the salary of the President 
of the United States; and Mr. Perceval 
has reversions and possessions in bis per¬ 
son of more than double the amount. 
Even Lord "Liverpool, whose eminent ser¬ 
vices I am as free to acknowledge as his 
gracious master, has as much emoluments 

as the President of the United States!- 

Is not this a bounty on political virtue ? 
And can ona wonder at its abounding; 
and wherio we can acj well aflbrd to pay 
this encouragement, which we besides so 
Qhebrfuliy pay, does it become us in our 
fine equipage to lord it over and taunt 
our beggarly neighbours ? Lord S. will > 
see that I very cheerfully admit his ac¬ 
count of the disgraceful proceedings of 
the American legislature, hatdly to be 
conceived by us. But still it appears to 
me that his lordship has not shewn the 
natural or necessary connection, (which of 
couree m ast exist) betjveen effectiv^^ re* 



, POLITIGAL B^GISTEB. 

reseniatioD, and political profligacy.— 
have no dottbnof the fact, but I own I 
do not see how\;oiTuption in the consti¬ 
tuent body must unavoidably produce in¬ 
tegrity and vtrtue in the representative; 
or even (for. I am naturall)> dull) how 
the public morals of a nation can have 
been meliorated by transactions between 
the elector and the elected, which^ even in 
tbedEidinburgh Reviewers’ opinion, “stain 
“ them both with dishoiv.'ur.” In good 
truth, justice compels us to make vast al¬ 
lowances for the Americans, la it not ob¬ 
vious; that every one should be bred to the 
calling which he is to practice if he ever 
hopes to practise it with dexterity ? The 
episode of Sancho’s goverjjment is admired 
and approved by every body j and did not 
Tetesa Panaa desire her husband tb breed , 
his son a Governor for that reason ^ Gan it 
be expected, that a man bom a farmer, or 
a shop-keeper, oV a private land- holder, can 
ever legislate like another,*Tvho is b’orn and 
bred a legislator ? Can an unpractised pri¬ 
vate man, of between 40 and 50, when bad 
habits are inveterate, and obstinacy in¬ 
curable, ever act the prince or the sove¬ 
reign, like anotheiv who has been bom one, 
and bred to great ihings, and high contem¬ 
plations ? And as to representation, are not 
three or four persons who may not know 
the candidate’s name, more likely to be 
impartial in choosing a fit person to send 
to legislate for the nation at large, than bis 
neighbours and acquaintances, who are so 
&pt to be biassed by malice, or affection ; 
ai>d who,'it is notorious, never see each 
other but through a medium of prejudice? 
But if there is one thing above another, 
wherein the Aihericans are never enough 
to be blamed and pitied, it is their blind¬ 
ness, in having lately let pass them the 
most delightful occasion for gmng to war, 
tlMt ever occurred to any nation! 1 mean, 
when they passed their famous Non-Im¬ 
portation Act. What would Hot a war have 
none for them ? It woaki have raised a 
debt, and embarked the fortunes of rndivi- 
chials in the stability of the Gc^erniaent; 
it'weald have put an army and navy at" the 
dHipasition of the executive, with comfui^- 
siomi, offices, promotions, and jobs, innu¬ 
merable i a3i which, with other advantages, 
are lost. Bat the tbing for which they 
are the most to be despised, is their having 
borrowed iheir Non-Intercoui'se measure, 
(in lieu of “ a*just and necessary war”) 
fi^m the institutions of the visionary Uto- 


—Afr. Warthmgtm*s Letter. 

pia of Sir T.. More; a writer of ‘ reveries, 
whom every one knows not to have pos¬ 
sessed a single grain of political judgment, 
or practical wisdom.—But, to be serious 
over the jobs both of the Government of 
America and our own,(which have enough 
in them to make us so) when one considers 
that the American Government has paid 
ofl'all its debts ; has kept the peace with' 
very bad neighbours; that it'rules over a 
country ten times as large as England, at 
one fortieth of the expence; that infancy 
and age there do not go to the poor house, 
and youth to the'gallows; but on tUe.cot- 
trary, that a decent and univcr.sal inde¬ 
pendence prevails, without a vestige of 
any sort of civil, or political monopoly, or 
religious intolerance; I say, when one con¬ 
trasts this, on the one hand, with the Jobs 
Political, Jobs Ecclesiastical, Jobs Mili¬ 
tary, Jobs Parliamentary, .Jobs Oriental, 
Jobs Official, and, finally the Job of Jobs, 
or Jobometer (as sir f. Burdett pleasantly 
called it) on the other, one must imagine, 
that the noble Earl is indulging in an 
irony, of which we do not see the drift, or 
else, that he has just this moment arrived 
from an Island where Flappers, like those 
in Swift’s Laputa, may be indispensible 
for some time, to those who have lately 
left it, and that bis lordship had written 
his pamphlet without one. Before con¬ 
cluding, 1 must thank the noble writer for 
having omitted one common-place—^that 
of time. The language of the plausible 
and artful, but inveterate Anti-Ilefonnists,, 
used to be that of Felix: “ When I have a 
“ convenient season, I will call for thee.” 
A better time, however, for reforming 
than the present, can never recur ; for cor- 
roptioBS must and will encrease, and the 
dangerSpOf Reform, as I have shewn, be 
proportionate. The only time for accom-« 
plishrng a Refo^ is the time, be it. when 
it may, when the nation comes forward, 
and Hays, we must iave it .—^Tliis is tb<if'’time, 
iuid there is no oth^r. I conclude with the 
apostrophe of the most eminent philoso¬ 
pher that our country or any other has pro-^ 
duced; who,affer laying down that “ Time 
“ is the greatest innovator,” adds," and 
*’ if Time, of course, alter things to the 
“ worse, and wisdom and counsel shall not 
“ alter them to the better, what shall be 
“ the end ! |! 1”—1 have the honour to re¬ 
main, De^r Sir, with higlt, esteem and re¬ 
spect, yours, J. C, Wowbinotom. 

Isle ^ 20ii Awj^, 1 bOt?. 
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'» tliemselree, ittt instances of which have 

" not escaped hiVMajesty’sattention.- 

" VII. It is his Majesty’s command, that 
“ bis royal afy^robation and thanks, shall 
'• be given in the most distinct and most 
“ particular manner, to the nomcommis- 
" stoned officers and private men. In no 
*’ instance have they displayed with greater 
" lustre their native valour and character- 
" istic energy, nor have they on any 
" former occasion more decidedly proved 
" their superiority over the inveterate «ne- 

my of their country.-VIII. Brilliant, 

" however, as is the victory obtained at 
" Talavcra, it is not solely on that occa- 
" sidtj that Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur 
“ Wellesley, and the troops under his com- 
“ mand, are entitled to^his Majesty’s ap- 
** plause. Tj^e important service effected 
" in an early part of the campaign by the 
" same army, under the command of the 
•* same disiingui^hcd General, by the rapid 
march on the Ducro, th% passa^ of that 
" river, the total discomfiture cf the enemy, 
"and his expulsion from the territory of 
" one of his Majesty’s ancient and most 
" faithful allies, are circumstances which 
" have made a lasting impression on his 
*' Majesty’s mind ; and have induced his 
" Majesty to direct, that the operations qf 
" this arduous and eveimfiul campaign shall be 
* thus recorded, as furnishing splendid ex- 
" amples of military skill, fortitude, perse- 
« verance, and of a spirit of enterprize 
" calculated to produce emulation in every 
" part of his army, and largely to add to 
« the renown, and to the military charac- 

« ter of the British nation.”-Now, 

though, all this is said in his Mejesity’s 
name, I shall consider it, as we do a Speech 
from the throne, to be the words of his 
ministers, or advisers, be they who they 
may; and, so considering it, 1 shall, with¬ 
out the least reserve, proceed to make it a 
subject of commentary.-^—Paragraph II. 
is first td be considered in a grammatical 
point of view. What does it mean then ? 
" The king is confident, that his army will 
*** learn w'ith becomdng exaUatipn,'* what f 
What is he coftfid|nt, that they wuU'learn 
with becoming exultation ? Why, "firit, 
“ that the enemy concentrated his forces, 
" by calling to his aid the corps under the 
** French General Sebastiani and the gar- 
orison of Madrid.” Really, there doel 
not appear, in this, any great ground for 
exultation. Well, but, secondly, they mMII 
learn with exultation, that " thus rein- 
forced, the enemy approached the allied 
" »i'lny onthe 27j,th of July.” Hereag|in 


docs not seem to be much ground for ex¬ 
ultation. Come, then, what next ? Why 
;jrdly,* they will learn with becoming 
exultation, that, on this occasion, owing 
to local and other circumstances, " the 
" British army sustained nearly the whole 
" of this great contest.” Still, what 
ground is there for exultation? At lastr 
comes the fact of the victory, and that, * 
suppoifing it to be correct, is a ground for 
exultation; but, the paragraph, taken al¬ 
together, is a confused mass of words'hav- 
ing no definite meaning; or, rather, hav¬ 
ing, when it comes to be examined, a 

meaning that is grossly absurd.-The 

facts, however, of this paragraph, are of 
much more consequence than the gram¬ 
mar of it. First it states, that tlie enemy, 
that i.s to say, the French aifriy, under Mar¬ 
shal Victor (the Duke of Belluno) had, on 
the 24th of July, “ escaped by a precipi- 
“ tate retreat from a well-concerted attack, 
" with which sir Arthur Wellesley had 

"threatened him.”-Let us bear in 

mind this word escape. Let us bear in 
mind, that, when the French do not wait 
’till w'e conte up with them, his Majesty is 
said to call it an esctqye on the part of the 
French. When pursued, and not stopping 
to accept of offered battle, the French 
escape: mind that, because we shall have 
to view situations of this sort on both sides, 
I*am afraid. Well, then, the French 
escaped? They escaped, too, it seeiiis, 
from “ a well-concerted attack?” Who 
knows that? Who told the kin*g that?. 
His Ministers ? How did they come by 
the knowledge ? Sir Arthur told them so, 
perhaps; but, where is the proof of it ? 
Where is the proof, that the attack was 
" u)e/I-concerted ?” The usual proof of 
well-goncefted attack is the defeat of the 
enemy ; but, in this case, there was not 
only no defeat,* but there was no battle ; 
there was, in fact, no attack at all; the 
attack never had any existence ^ut in 
idea and intentioh. At this rate merito¬ 
rious services can never be wanting to 
any man, who has interest enough to get 
himself appointed to a command. He 
has only to tell you, that, on such a day, 
he intended to perform such or such an 
exploit, but that, from some circumstance 
or other, he was prevented from fulfilling 
his intention. " The gallant sir Arthur,” 
in the pjeshnt case, intended to attack the 
Duke of Belluno, but the Duke.of Belluno 
would not let him. "The gallant sir Ar¬ 
thur” failed in his project; the project 
,did not succeed; and, gdod souls, wears. 
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to believe, that it w^s delightfully " vxll- 
conceried As the Duke of Brunswick is 
reported to have said, we are a good- 
natured people! Like the Catamaran and 
the Carr project, it failed; but it was well- 

concerted -The next fact, stated in this 

paragraph, under the authority of the 
• King's name, is, that, “owing to the de- 
“ liberate purpose of the enemy to direct 
“ his whole efforts against the troops of his 
“ Majesty, the British army sustained 
“ nearly the whole weight qf this great con- 

“ test.” -Something like this was said 

by ^ir Arthur Wellesley in his dispatch ; 
but, this the Spanish general's reports to his 
government deny. He claims, for himself 
and his army, a full share of the “ victory." 
Ceneral Cuesta issues his “ Orders” as 
well as we; but as to the feats of •the 
battle, they diller very materially from 
ours. -We say, that “ the British army 
“ sustained nearly the whole weight of 
“ the contest." JS^arly the wholecan leave 
to the Spaniards but very little indeed; 
scarcely any;, and, especially when we 
consider the delicacy, which, one would 
think, must have been felt by the'English 
.ministry, when writing and proclaiming 
upon such' a subject. Well, then, what 
stiys Cuesta in his Orders to his army ? 

•-“ Soldiers of the Army of Estrema- 

“ dura! On the 27th and 28th days of 
“ July you fought bravely ; you repeafed- 
“ ly repulsed the enemy, who was compelled 
“ to fly, leaving the field of battle covered 
“ with* his dead ; this glorious victory is 
“ due to your firmness and union, to your 
“ incessant and well-supported fire, and to 
“ confidence in your Officers and Chiefs ; 
“ if you always observe the same, you 
“ will always be invincible. The French 
“ troops are not men except wljpre th^ 
find no resistance; that which, they 
•• met with in the •valiant English troops, 
“ our Allies, routed and put them« to 
“ flight. We know that the French sol- 
“ dier‘s now refuse tef enter into action 
“ after seeing their best troops destroyed. 
“ —Soldiefs! I am satisfied with your va- 
" lour and firmness; 1 congratulate you 
« on your triumph, and I rely'onyour union 
“ and discipline. I do not call Soldiers, 
“ nor consider as a part of the army, those 
" base cowards who abandoned their regi- 
" ments on the days of battle,^mg in the. 
“ moment qf danger, and with the design of 
“ producing disorder; such wretches, be- 
“ sides tte infamy which covers them, 
■ “ shall be decunated as soon as they are 
“ appreliended."——Now, does this Order 


y.-—ha$tle qf Talavem. t 

contain gross and mosy impudent false* 
hoods ? Is it a tissue j of bragging and 
lies ? Doubtless not; mut, then, how are 
we to account for the language of sir Ar¬ 
thur Wellesley, and that *of the above- 
quoted Order, from which it manifekly 
would appear, that the Spaniards had no 
share in the battle worth mentioning ? I put 
it to the reader, whether this be not 
the plain meaning of those documents; 
whether they be not so understood ? 
And, if this be so, what are we to thiitk, 
when we compare them with the Order of 
Cuesta? Which are we to believe?-—r-'- 
Cuesta, in his official letter to the Spanish 
government, dated on. the 2 Slth of* July, 
says: “The Spanish troops,and e.sjpecially 
“ those which had the greatest shire in the 
“ action, left me nothing m wish for with 
“ respect to their courage and gallantry. 
“ The fierce and well supjmtedfife of our in- 
•• fimty repulsed the repedted attacks of the 
*’aiemy; and *the charges qf our cavdlry 
“ caused them much loss. The King's 
“ regiment has, in particular, covered it- 
“ self with glory ; and in conjunction with 
“ the English took several pieces <f cannon, 
“ and made prisoners a General, a Colonel, 
“ and severed Officers; and I request that 
“ its Colonel, Brigadier Don Joseph Maria 
“ de Lastres, may be promoted to the 
“ rank of Lieutenant-General, for having 
“ attacked at the bead of his regiment, 

“ giving the best example."-^Thus; you 

see, that, as we proceed our difficulties in¬ 
crease. To reconcile our publications with 
those of the Spanish General is a task, I 
should fear, too much even for Messrs. Hus- 
kisson and Ward, or, for Lord Castlcreagh 

himself.-Here the Sp^ish General, in 

an official report, which he knew would be 
published, and be read by the English 
army, talks of those of his troops, who had 
“ the greatest share" in the action ; of the 
fierce and well-supported fire of his infantry ; 
of their repeatedly repulsing the attacks of 
the enemy ; and of the charges qf his caval¬ 
ry, Could there be all this, and yet Sir 
Arthur sp^eak of the fi^ani.sh assistance'in 
the manner that he does ?——-But, what 
^hall we say to the cmcluding part of this 
paragraph of Cuesta ? He gives to his 
troops a share, not to say the principal 
share, in taking the cannon, which fell into 
our hands, and of wh*ich Sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley speaks as having been taken by ^is 
troops, without any particsjlar nientioh of 
the Spaniards ; nay, Cuesta here talk^^of 
PRISONERS, whom his army assisted in 
taking, and amongst whom were “ 4 <?e* 

K2 
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fu neral, a CoIoitd,W sccerttl ojiccrs.’* Bow 
, is all this ? htjard, through Sir Arthur 
WeJIeslej, of r»o officers of the enemy be¬ 
ing made priipnOr. He drily told us j 
<juite drily, that he had made "some pri- 
" sonersbut, not a word does be say 
about the ntmber of them; much less about 
their though he had plenty of time 
for all this-before the 1st of August, when, 
it seems, he wrote his last dispatches. Is 
it possible, that Cuesta was humming the 
Junta ? Is it possible, that he should put 
such a barefaced falshoud in black-and- 
white ? I think not; and, yet, how can 
w'c reconcile his statement with either the 
language, or the silence, of Sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley,?*.——Upon the whole, however, as 
to the part, which tire Spaniards iiad in the 
action, it is itvpossible that both accounts 
can be true; and; as long as this impossi¬ 
bility Oixists, I Bh|i11 continue, not to doubt, 
but to disbelieve, the fact, that, on the 27th 
and 52&th of July, our aimy*had to contend 
with double its numbers. In plain English, I 
do not believe that feet I believe, that 
our army had to contend with superior 
numbers, because I do not believe, that, 
with equal numbers, the French would 
have attacked them; but, including the 
Spanish army under Cuesta, w’hich, b^^e 
the battle, was stated at 52,000 men, we 
had double the numbers of the French, ac¬ 
cording to the report of Cuesta himself, who 
states the French force at from 35,000 to 
40,00f) men, which is not contradicted by 
Wellesley, who gives no statement at all 
of the’French force.-—^The aid we got 
from the Spaniards, was, I dare s^y, not 
great; but, it Ipust have been somethms; 
and, as the force of Wellesley, before the 
battle, was stated here at 26,000 men, the 
disparity in point of numbers, actually en- 

f aged, cpuld not have been so very great. 

till, I%rn convinced, that we had to con-* 
t^d #vith superior numbers, actually en¬ 
gaged; and, 1 am, for my part, quite satis¬ 
fied with that, without any exaggerations 
0 ^ any sort.-But, who mat rightly con¬ 

siders the matter, dtid that has riewed the 
result of this hattl(^can possibly Ipprove 
of the word " vanquished” as ^pliecf t» 
the French army at Talavera ? This army 
was repulsed, at the most; it was merely 
a repulse ; at tJie .very most, it was no¬ 
thing more. To vanquish is more than to 
defeat; it is t.Q subdue; and, is it modest, is 
it (left nt, for us to that we subdued 
the Fien.,h at Talave.ra ? We lose greatly; 
we greatly injure our character by these 
cxajgeraticnst Tihc account of thwcon- 
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merd citcen!* Bow tending forces, published in our news-pa- 
sard, through Sir Arthur pers no longer, ago than the 9th of August, 
officers of the otmy be- said: “ On the 8th of July Cuesta was at 
r. He drily told us ; " Miravete, and Sir Arthur Wellesley at 
le had made "some pri- “■ Placentia; there was to be an interview 
ot a word does be say “ between them on the E)tb, and we con- 
Fthem; much less about " elude the junction was effected on the 
he had plenty of time “ J 1th or 12th. The French, under Vic-* 
he 1st of August, when, " tor, were, on the 7th, at Talavera; they 
his last dispatches. Is '* are repairing that bridge. By a letter 
lesta was humming the " from Victor to King Joseph, dated Oro- 
ble, that he should put " pera, the 25th of June, and taken by a 
falshoud in black-and- " party of our horse beyond Talavera, his 
)t; and, yet, how can " army appears to have been in a sad candi- 
atement with either the " tion at that time, though not so bad as 
lence, of Sir Arthur Wei- “ that of Soult, in Old, Castile, whose let- 
the whole, however, as " ters, taken on General Franceschi, draw 
tire Spaniards liad in the " a deplorable picture rf that division of Van- 
isible that both accounts " t&ik.” These were the accounts, with 
as long as this impossi- which the people of England were amused 
II continue, not to doubt, but a very few days before the news of the 


battle arrived. Now^ it seems, however, 
that Victor had an army oi .sufficient force 
to attack the united Spanish and English 
army, which, if the last accounts be cor¬ 
rect, is retreating before the " vanquished” 
army of Vidor; yes, retreating, absolute¬ 
ly retreating, before that very army, which 
it " vanquished” at Talavera, sfbd for hav^ 
ing vanquished which our general command¬ 
ing is, in future, to bear the title of Vis- 
coqpt of Talavera! Aye; that is the w'ay 

that uw do things!-Oh! but our army 

is not getting away from the Duke of Bel- 
luno’s alone; there is Soult, the " cursed 
Soult” (the Duke of Dalmatia) pushing 
across from Placentia, to take ns in front, 
while the Duke of Belluno comes upon our 
rear. Sure! What, Soult, the “cursed 
" Soult;" with his " division of Vandals,” 
who, only on the 9th of August, we were 
told wer* in so " deplorable” a state, and ' 
which division was, we were before told, 
reduced to 4,00Cf men! • All this, if not very 
wonderful, ought to teach the people of 
England to shut their ears against th^^ate- 
ments of these hire3ing writers, whose call¬ 
ing it is to deceive and to cheat them-1- 

It will be remembered too, that it is for 
having defeated this same " cursed Soult,” 
on ^he river ifouro, in Portugal, that the 
title of Baron Douro has been given to 

Wellesley, -The titles are thust-“ The 

" King has been pleased to grant the dig- 
“ nities j of Baron and Vi.scoiint of the 
” UnitedJKingdoms of Great Britain and 
“ Ireland, unto the Right Hon. Sir Arthur 
" Wellesley, Knight of the Most HonOur- 
" able Order of the Bath, and Lieutenant* 
V General of his Majesty’s* Forces, and to 
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*' the heirs male of his body lawfully be- tlie sense which the kingeptertaiins ;0(f the 
»'gotten, by the names, styles, and titles of personal mtviccsf oi sir Arthur Wellesley, 

« Baron Douro of Wellesley, in the.county and speaks highly of hiif ability, valour, and 
« of Somerset, and Viscount Wellington of nalitary resource, displayed during tins eveat^ 

« Talavera, and of Wellington, in the said fal canrpaign. —Nwv, in the'first place, the 
« county,” and the General Order, upon campaign is not yet over; and, though 1 
which we are observing, and which ap- shall pass no opinion upon the valour of 
• pears to have been intended principally Baron £louro and Viscount Talavera,'till 
for the purpose of preparing the public 1 possess something like a knowledge of 
mind for the grant of the titles; IhisOaDEK its existence, 1 shall not restrain myself 
says, that, upon the Douro, Sir Arthur from saying, that, during the campaign, as 
Vvellesley “ totally the enemy.”, far as I have heard any thing of it, I have 

Mr. Whitbread, with political courage (jos- discovered no marks of ability, or military 
sesjed by very few, observed in parlia- resource, in the Viscount; and, if those 
ment, that it was not a battle with Soult’s who advised the General Order, , Itad 
army, but merely with his rear guard. At thought it a fit occasion to make a^rate- 
any rate, we now are told, tliat it is this to- ful allusion to those with whose blood the 
tally disconifUed force, this division of defence at Talavera was purchased, to 
Vandal-s in the most deplorable state, of glance at the 653 officers and men and 
whom Baron Douro is so much afraid, that the Imrses, missing, and to hint at the 
he is getting off as fast as possible towards subsequent retreat of our army, they 
Cadiz. We are a good-natured people, as would, I imagine, have found it necessary 
the Duke of BrunsA<ick says; a premarka- to cite some ptpqf of the ability and mili- * 
bly believing people; a peopl^ whose faith tary resource of the Viscount, other than 
puts to shame tliat of the worshippers of that to be found in the history of this 

the Dutch Dolls.-Some people seem to " eventful campaign.”-Why did he 

be of opinion, that Baron Douro of Wei- not pursue the “vanquished” enemy? 
lesley, in the county of Somerset, and Vis- He wanted provisions and rest; and did not 
count Wellington of Talavera de la Reyna, Victoj- want them too ? This excuse will 
Snd of Weflington in the said county, is ill never do. It is well known, that a re- 
imminent danger of being captured with treating army always experiences more 
all his army. This is an apprehension ex- suffering in this way than a pursuing 
pressed in the news-papers, upon ffhat army. But, why did he not wait for pro- 
foundation 1 know not; but, if it should be visions? Why did he push on in such a 
well-founded, and the event take place, manner as to put it out of his power to 
there Surely will be no end to the laugh- pursue the enemy, though he should beat 
ter and mockeries of the French and of all him? Why did he so manage matters as 
Europe. We shall, indeed, pass for able to be unable to pursue a vanquished ene- 
deliverors, if this should be the case ; if my ? Pursue did I say ? Nay, to be tma- 
the man, who bcar.s the title of places blc to keep his groma before a vanquished 
w'here he has “ vanquushed” one army and enemy! Good heaven; to be unable to 
*’ totally discomfited” another, should foe stay and look a vanquisiied enemy m the face! 
captured, with all his army, by one or both “ He thought, that Victor would not be so 
of those same arinjes, even beiore his titles " strong as he Whs.” Oh ; he did, did he? 
get out to him ! Things can hardly bje so Why, then, he thought wrong, and a man, 
bad as this. 1 do not sec, as yet, any rea- who is entmsted with the lives of other 
son tb fear a re.sult atRince so melanclioiy men and with the honour of his country, 
and so ludicrous; but, if the accounts should not think wtobs. “ Any man may 
from Spain be true, he was, vvdieu the last “ make a mistake.” Very true; but, ii i» 
advices came uw-^y, retreating as fast as not the luck of every,man to receive 
possible before that very army, for having th«;reupon greater honours, or, at least, a 
vanquished” v/h\c\\ he is titled, and had ' higher title, ihAn tvaS bestowed upon the 
started, on his retreat, from the very spot. Hero qf the Nile. ——The hireling writers 
the name of which he and hH descendants in London appear, from the following pa- 
are to bear. This, without any thing more, ragr^h, to be disposed to maintain, that 
is a curious fact, and quite characteristic the Viscount intended to pursue and to 
of the limes in which we live,*and of the fight Victor wfith an inferior army,4«<w*ng 
use which is now made of honours and ti- that Soult w'as in his (the Viscouflt’s) fear, 

ties-The General Order expresses, with an army equal in numbers to his owm. 

in the most •marked and special manner, —“Come, all you who are so .^dof 
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"considering *T\ry thing as so wisely 
" planned, and so. well executed, on the 
" part of the enemy ! who can find no 
" terms soflQci^tly strong to express your 
" admiration of Buonaparte and his gene- 
" rals, come and behold a contrast!— 
“ Compare the achievements of four 
" French Marshals with the achievements 
" of one British Genaai! Behold, on one 
" side, under one of Buonaparte's best 
" Marshals, between 40 and 50,(X)0 men 
** advancing against the British General in 
"'front, and, on the other, three Marshals, 
"equally celebrated, Ney, Soult, and 
" Mortier, advancing with 20,000 in his 
" reart-fl total force of 70,000 men! To 
" have merely efi'ected a retreat would 
" have been thought « singular merit; but 
** TO® Bvitish general, confident in the 
" British hearts and arms which he com- 
" manded, risks a battle with more than 
" double his force, and gains a brilliant 
" victory; disappoints the project of plac- 
" ing him between two fires, and effects his 

" retreat in the best order." --Do not 

" hollow before you are out of the wood," 
is an old saying. The retreat, in the best 
order, is not yet ffacted, that we know of; 
and, if it should be, what could possibly 
justify the act, which these parasites, 
these brutally ignorant parasites, impute 
to Ihe general, whom they think they are 
praisiqg ? To suppose, that, while he was 
pursuing Victor, he did not know the ex¬ 
tent of Victor’s force, and the extent and 
local situation ol Soult's force; to suppose 
this is, indeed, to suppose him greatly de¬ 
ficient in point of intelligence ; but, to 
Suppose, that he di^ possess this'know¬ 
ledge, is to ^opp'bse him guilty of some¬ 
thing very little short qf treason, unless 

you set him dotvn for an ideot_I will 

not here dwell upon the baseness and im¬ 
pudence of these hirelings, who, to answer 
their own mercenary purposes, choose to 
• t’epreSetit the British army as being alone, 
and to have but one general; nor will I 
stop to notice the acknowledgment of .the 
existence of a Freijch army in Spain to 
the amount of‘70,000 men, whin, only 
three weeks ago, the people were tbldiHiy 
these same writers, that, in a few month^ 
^ere would not be a Frenchman in the 
Peninsula j I shall leave these thin"^ for 
the present; but, I cannot refrain'from 
faying another word or two upon the sub¬ 
ject of the Viseount’s ability and “mili- 
" tary resourefe," during tltis "eventful 
"campaign."—-This military resource" 
U aij. unmeaning, coxcomical phrase^ tak- 


im 


ing iU rise, amongst most of our.other des¬ 
picable fooleries, in the enervating and 
stopifyihg air of St. James’s and Bond- 
street, where our heroes have so many 
times defeated, routed, and " vanquished" 
the French ; but, the meaning it is intend¬ 
ed to convey is, I suppose, that which 
used to be expressed by the word general¬ 
ship; and, taking it in this sense, all 1 have 
further to dispute is theybrt. I should be 
glad to hear any one slate the grounds, 
upon which it has thus, in the face of the 
world, been proclaimed, that Wellesley 
has shewn great generalship, during this 
campaign. 1 should like to hear the 
grounds of this assertion stated ; but, I 
never shall; for those who have made it 
are not apt to trouble themselves with 

grounds.-^Viscount Talaveia and Baron 

Douro was not sent out until Napoleon 
had withdrawn the gieater part of his 
troops from the Peninsula. How many 
times have we been to*ld, ihat the French 
were upon point of entire expulsion ? 
But, at any rate, Talavcra had a force su¬ 
perior to the French in Portugal; he pur¬ 
sued the French out of, Portugal; and, 
he, at last, formed a junction with a large 
Spanish army. Having done this, he 
(supposing him now to be the directing 
head and animating soul of every thing 
near him, which is the supposition we are 
taught to proceed upon) set forth in pur¬ 
suit of the army under Victor. No mat¬ 
ter, for the present, what Victor’s strength 
was; Baron Douro /mrsiad him ;* and, 
after some time spent in the pursuit, he 
caught him. The consequence was a bat¬ 
tle, in which, taking all for gospel, the 
French were “vanquished." Well, what 
happened now ? Why, in the first place, 
the Barop lost ow fourth part of his army, 
and about an eighth part of that loss con¬ 
sisted of missing. • Aye,*of missing! though 
he kept, he says, the field of battle. Aye, 
this " vanquished" enemy ran away; not 
only took themselv’fes oft) but took ofr 653 
of our officers and soldiers, and 159 of out 
horses, along witli them. If this was not 
catching a Tartar, never did Pat catch a 
TartM in the world. "I have caught a. 
“ Tartar," said he to his Captain, during 
a rencontre^in the dark. “ Well done, 
" my boy,’ said the Captain, “ bring 
“ him hither."—" He wont come," 


Pat; "V^hy, then,’ 


says 

said the Captain, 


fcome hither yourself."—" Bu^ he tiion’/ 
" let ww,” replied Pat, as our 653 officers 
and soldiers must have replied> if they h^ 
Ueea addressed in the same fray.<^~..Very 



4 


801] SEPTEMBER f, 1809.—lla<<&o/r«?occr«. . [5®^ 

well; but, let fas, in spite of this most And, as to/aftgue, oh! it will never do to 
glaring fact, allow Victor to have been tell us, that an army, wnvich has " vaiJ- 
vanqnkbed,” what was the cons^ucncc; “ quished” another, and annihilated 
wbat eftect upon the state of the war was “ tire brigades,” is unable, from fatigue, to 
produced ? For, where every fourth man pursue that “ vanquished”* army. This 
of an army is lost; where victory is pur- will never do. It is what never was before 
chased so dearly, it ought to answer senne heard of. And, besides, there were the 
.purpose beyond that of procuring a title, Spaniards, who, according to the Baron’s 
and a pension, most likely, for the Com- account, had had little share in the battle, 
mander. What, then, was the consequence and who could know no other fatigue than 
of this battle ? Did it tend to drive the what arose from want of something to do. 

French out of the heart of Spain, where it -^This is all nothing, however, till we 

was fought ? Did it shake Joseph Napo- see the French, see the “ vanquished” 
Icon upon his throne at Madrid ? Did it French, in spite of all the slaughter they 
enable our army to pursue and destroy had experienced, in spite of the killing and 
that of France ; that which it had " van- wounding of their generals, and t^e 87 
“ quishei" ? No, none of these;,, but, on" waggons of wounded men, which Cuesta 
the contrary, if the last published advices says they had ; till we see them, in spite 
be correct, our army, was unable to pur- of all this, coming again to the attack, and 
sue the “ vanquished,” even for the pur- actually taking up the grouitdofour army, 
pose of recovering its missing; and, in which now thinks proper to retreat before 
two days after the Battle was fought, it was them with Talavera at its head. Yes, we 
compelled to retreat before that vanquished see this same “ t^nquished” army becoming 
army, some of whose generals it had killed the assailant of those, who, only 48 hours 
and some wounded, and “ entire brigades” before had obtained a ” glorious victory” 
of which it had annihilated ! Observe, the over it; and, not only that, hut we se* 
French army could have received no aug- this French army coming on over that 
mentation alter the battle ; no succours after very country, where ours could find nopro- 
it was " vanquished ;” because Talavera visions ! This is wonderful. If ours could 
ttslls us in his dispatch, that Joseph Napo- not advance for wantjof provisions, how is 
Icon had come out with his troops to vici the French army to live, in the same 
tor’s assistance, and that the w'holc of the country, and upon the same line of march, 
French force in this part of Spain was tol- and that, too, after our army has passed 
lected together for this battle. The over it again; after our army has given it 
French army could not, therefore, be aug- another bite down? Want of provisions 
raented. • It was -the very same “ van-, prevents us from movjng forward after a 
" quished” army, which had been so cut .“vanquished” army; but, the “ vaa- 
to pieces, and cowed down but two days " quished” army is not prevented from 
before. This army it was, before which moving forward after us, even into the 
our “victorious” army began its retreat, country, where we experience this debiii- 
in less than 48 hours after its “glorious tatiug and benumbiifg want of provisions. 

“victory.” This is pretty/m/of victowy. --But, there is given us another reason 

It was difterent at Blenheim anS at Tra- for Talavera’s retreat, more powerful than 
falgar. This/r«i« was .hardly worth the the former ; for, indeed, to plead want 

lives of about 5,000 men.-If the French provisions a.n(i Jatigue in justification of a 

army, which had been “ vanquished” only precipitate retreat would be too barefaced 
48 hours before, had not, then, received even for the meridian of St. James’s Street, 
any reinforcements, what made it either This other reason is, that Soult, whom 

r rudentor honourable to retreat before it ? the' Spaniards appear to have suinam*d 
should first ask, why it was not/mrsued; “the ewrted,” was pushijig on, with an 
but, that has been anticipated by the Ba- arffif of 20,000 men, in order to get upon 
ton’s dispatch of the 1st of August, where ’the rear of Bdron Douro ; and, that, in 
he attributes his inactivity to want of pro- order to avoid being placed between two 
visions and to fatigue. Now, as to provi- fires, the Baron was compelled to hurry 
sions, why did he go on beyond his provi- back, though this movement was accom- 
aions, IJad he been the pursued party panied with the mortification of seeing 
indeed, the excuse mlght have Been good; himself pursued by an ai t;ny» that,he had 
but, beiflg the pursuer, he had to choose ‘' vanquished.” Thi.s is a very gpad rear 
his distances. But, if he wanted provisions, son for retreating ; and 1 am not a little 
was not the enemy in the same plight ? pleased to perceive, that, though, ef 
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provisions, and/t^^e, pEerented the allied 
armies from advancing, it had no such 
ettectupon their powers of retreaHng, in 
whichj-indeed, the two armies appear, from 
the reports iif the news-papers, to have 
cpned their rivaiship in zeal to a very 
high degree. So far from standing in an 
attitude to thrust each other on foremost, 
they appear, if these accounts be true, 
to have tlvought of nothing but excelling 
one another in alacrity. It would seem, 
that our army was willing to take the lead, 
and to leave the Spaniards to come after at 
ihir leisure ; but whether from that affection 
for our army, which the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle «upposes to have been so strong, or, 
li-om some otlier cause, not less delicate 
and more powerfulf it does appear, that 
our army was hardly get out of sight, 
\yhen the Spaliiards set off after it, like a 

foal after its dam-Be this as it may, 

the reason for the retreat is quite suffi¬ 
cient ; and, it only remaJMs for my Lord 
Ihiuro, or some of those who talk of his 
“ military resource," to furnish as good a 
reason for the advance of our army to Ta¬ 
la vera, while “ the cursed Soult’' lay at 
Placentia ; or while he lay any where, he 
or any otlier’ French commander, witli a 
force capable, when joined to that of Vic¬ 
tor, or co-operating with Victor’s force, 
to place our army between two fires, and : 
possibly to capture it. We want a suffi¬ 
cient I'easoriyfor this. The advance into 
the heart of Spain has lost us many thou- 
Band of lives j it has sent some hundreds of 
tiur countrymen into French prisons, there 
to remain, p’erhaps, for several years; it 
will cost us many a hundred thousand of 
pounds; and shall \;i'e not be cnlitled to 
ask, ttV/y it was undcrlaken; especially 
when the commander is asserted to have 
displayed great generalship, and when 
hcjs loaded with titles for his achievo- 
luents ^ \Va.s he not acquainted with the 
stred^th, or the sitnatinn, of *' the cursed 
bouk s army ? my, then, was he not» 

It IS one part, and a material part, of ge- 
ncralship to know^what and whom you 
have to attack or to defen3'wourself 
against. Either Talavera knew Vvhafhe 
had to encounter, or he did not: if the* 
former, he wnmeil the judgment necessary 
to enable hnn to weigh his means against 
Jus undertaking ; And if the latter, he 
cught not to have arJvanced. Jh short, the 
advance into Spain aii<l on to Talavera was 
of his own clioesing: there was nothin^ 
that compened him to leave Portugal: he 
■yi as^aafe ip his rear, had an abund|pce of 


im 

means for keeping his ground, and, of 
course, should not have moved forward 
till he*had been able to form a rational 
hope of success. The advance was his 
own work; no one else had any thing to 
do with it; and, if it end in a flight before 
the Lrench, after having cost us so muck 
in blood and in moiwy, shall we still be 
told, that ho has great« military resource ?" 
Shall we still patiently hear this.> Shall 
w e still shout when the Park and Tower 
guns are fired? Shall we, indeed, verify 
the words of my motto ? And, yet, shaft 
we have the impudence, the inane assur¬ 
ance, to mock at the French people on 

. account of their credulity ?-When I 

take a view of the Battle of Talavera, I 
can see in it no marks of generalship on 
the part of Wellesley; hut, of his conduct 
durinw that battle vve can, in fact, kma 
very little. W'e Anotti what his conduct 
in the canqraign has Iveen, as far as it has 
hitherto gone ; that fs tp say, the cam¬ 
paign considered as consisting of import¬ 
ant movements and measures; and, if we 
find him wanting in these; if we find 
these moveirtents and measures productive 
of loss of ground as well as loss of lives 
and ntoney, our decision must 'be against 
rite generalship of the campaign.—^ 
There is one, and, in my opinion, but one 
ground of apology for the advance of our 
arriiy into Spain, so far as laiarera: i 
mean, that l)ouro did not find either 
the Spanish army or the Spanish people 
or the Spanish provinces what he expected 
to find them. With respect to the two 
latter, however, the people and the sup¬ 
plies, any one could have told him what 
the country afforded, and sir .fohn Moore 
had told him what the people were made 
oi. Wi^ regard to the army he could not 
so well judge. He must, after what lie 
had heard of in the corps under Romana 
and Blake, have had his suspicions, and it 
became him to take care how he exposed 
an English army fo the probable bonse- 
quenres of a reliance upon the co-opem- 
tion of such associates. Yet, on the othei- 
haiid, it was for him to judge, whether the 
effect of English example upon so emsideraUe 
^M^y of Spanish troops as that wader Cuesta, 
was not worth a trial, even at the risk of 
a lost battle, ’fhis appears to me to be 
the only ground of apology, or at least, of 
justification; and, f do not say, that, under 
similar circumstances, I should not have 
j«dg^ in favour of such risk. * I am of 
opinion, indeed, that a great part of the 
public think, that, at bottom, the trint 
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cause of the appl^hended flight towards “let a roan tell you hinloTy every day 
CadiZt is, Wellesley’s disappointroetil in “ for a year, and, at the end of it, h« 
the Spanish troops. Why not soy* this, "will be your master,” These hireling 
then ? Why disguise this fact, the know- prints tell their story every day ; and at 
ledge of which removes, at once, all the last, they, by mere dint of fepeated as^ 
doubts respecting the cause of iriactivitv sertion, get the better of the sense and 

after the battle, and of tlie precipitate re’- the reason of their readers.--While my 

treat, which is said to have followed that Lord Douro is retreating in ouu part of 
Inactivity? Why not declare openly a Spain, his brother. Lord Wellesley, is, the 
fact so necessary not only to the justifica- hireling prints tell us, making Ins diplo- 
tion of our general, but to the reputation matic entry into another jjart ol iliat 

of our army?-The reason is, that the devoted country, accompanied by another 

greater part of those, who have got hold brother, Mr. Henry Wellesley. 1 believe 
of thp public ear, wish to tleceive that there is a fourth brother, and would to God 
public in almost every thing; but, in they were all in Spain ; for, it has Jong 
nothing so much as in what relates to the been a saying- about Whitehall awf St. 
disposition of the people and the armies James’s street, that nobody but the Wei- 
of Spain, who, until the last verse of the lesleys are capable of encountering the 
last chapter, we are to be told, are ready Buonapartes. Well, there ^are three of 
to shed their blood for Ferdinand Vll. them in Spain. They have nothing to do 
In vain do facts, mnltitudes of facts, flatly but to draw upon the resources of Liig- 
contradict this assertion; in vain have we land, and, unless their enPogists are liars, 
read the letters of sir‘John Moore; in vain they have the Universal Spanish nation 
Itave we seen whole corps run away from on their side. There they are then, in the 
their commanders; in vain even now, in cabinet as well as in the field. 'I'liey arc 
his Orders respecting this very battle, does fairly pitted against the Buonapaites, and 
CuESTA speak of his run-aways,^nd threat- we shall see, belore many months have 
en to decimate them, when he catches passed over our hcad.«, w-lm h gains the 

them; that is to say, to put every tenth day.-The Marquis, we are told in the 

man of them to death: in vain do we sec London news-papers, stt p|}ed on sliore, 
and hear all this; for we seem resolved to at 6adiz, upon a French Jlt^, bronght and 
make no use of our senses, but still to believe spread out for the purpose. W bciher this 
the hirelings, who assure us, that the uni- idea was borrowed from that ot the bed of 
versa! Spanish nation is "bent upon the honour, which MarslialVandome made for 
" restoration of their beloved Ferdinand the king of France, or whether it be. of 
that the |Jeople,of all ranksUnd degrees, are Oriental origin, I know not; though 1 
nn/ius 2 «s^ 2 c in his cause; and, in ^ort,that should rather suppose the latter; and, at 
the nation will suffer itself to be butchered any rate, it must be confes-sed, that there 
to the last man, rather than submit to the is in it something vastly manful, dignified, 
sway of Joseph Napoleon. This is what and sublime. The circumstance of ukerc 
we are told to believe; and this is what or how, the flag was obtained, whether it 
proofs innumerable to the contrar%do nof was taken from the French, during a des- 
inake every one disbelieve. We have perate conflict on sea or land, whether it 
now before us our army in'precipitate re- came from one of the French ships detain- 
treat; we know that they have leftsome hun- ed in the harbour of Cadiz, whether it was 
dreds of missing; and, what is still more to bought in a pawn-broker’s shop, or, whe- 
be lamented, that the^ have left some ther it wa.s hooked off from some wall, 
thousands of wounded and of sick to the where, under the name of bunting, it had 
mercy of those whom our hireling prints kindly shelyired blossoi^is or fruits, the his* 
caB " Vandals,'* that is to say, barbarians, torieal philosopher who narrates the occur- 
Yet, though we have this picture before ^r^ce hasomitte^ to mention; but, he has 
, our eyes; though we know that this exists told us, and it is a fact that 1 wish ail the 
I in the heart of Spain, in the midst of a people in England to know and to bear in 
^ nation consisting of ten or twelve millions mind, that, when the Marquis Wellesley 
I of people, still are there amongst us many landed at Cadiz, a French flag was laid 
^ thousands, who believe, or atiect believe, upon the ground, that he miglit walk over 
’ that the wjiole Spanish nation is enthusi- it, that he might trample it utider foot, that 
[ astic in our cause, and that they hate and he might thus triumph over Bubnaparte. 
j loath the French. , There is no accounting I wish Bits to be borne in mind by every 
ji for this but upoli the principle of Burke:, man in England. — -Isjucercly hopetfeat 
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neither of the i^ree brothei^ WiW cotwImte, 
till the contest is fairly at an end. 1 wish 
to see the thing between them 

and the Buonapartes. They took to the 
war when it was in'the most promising 
state. Napoleon was in Austria; only a 
handful, comparatively, of his army was 
left in bpain and Portugal ; not yet even 
have any reinforcements been sent to his 
army ; the Wellesleys have had an abun¬ 
dance of time to make all sorts of prepara¬ 
tions ; and, if they do not beat the Buona¬ 
partes, there will be left to tbem not the 

shallow of an excuse.-We have heard 

and read and seen enough of Lord Welles- 
leyls Oriental wars. Some people were 
ill-natured enough to suppose, that these 
wars with the blacks we»e nothing. We 
shall Qow see what he will do against 
men; and, for the honour of Old England, 
let us hope, that he will keep up his habits 
of triumph; for, really, it would be shock¬ 
ing to.find, that when he# came to be op¬ 
posed to whites, he fell off in his career of 
glory. What would the Nabob Viaier of 
Oude say to that?—Well, come; let us 
leave them a while, and see what they will 
do; but, this I certainly shall do, when¬ 
ever the result is known, make a compari¬ 
son between the wars of the Wellesleys in 
Spain, and their wars in India, . * 

It was my intention to have offered some 
remarks upoir an article, which has been 
published in the Morning Chronicle, upon 
the subject of depreciation qf hank-notes, that 
depreciation being now openly acknow¬ 
ledged to exist; but, I thought it my duty, 
before I proceeded to any other subject, to 
place upon record my opinions, relative to 
the battle of Talavera, and the extraordi¬ 
nary transactions connected with it.-—— 
This Bank-Note work is going steadily on, 
and so it ought; but, I can remember 
when I was accused of a wish to overthrow 
the government, because I insisted, that 
bank-notes bad dep^eci^tcd. They have, 
it would appear from this article, now de¬ 
preciated nearly 20 per cent., and this is 
‘stated, too, in the,public prints, to which 1 
will add, that I am very far from thinjting 
the depreciation an unpromising .sign for 
the country. The bank notes are the fvn^sf‘\ 
and the funds are the baidc notes. It is a 

f leasant concern altogether; but it is what 
feel no interest in, and what, if annihi¬ 
lated to-morrow before breakfast-time, 
would not aV all endanger the safety of 
EngiamK This being iny opinion,the au¬ 
thor of the article in question must excuse 
rngv if I smile at his afar»«, and especially 


at his remedies. No, no; for a paper cur¬ 
rency, once .debased, to l?e restored to cre¬ 
dit, is as ihipossible as for honesty to work 
its way into the heart of a pettifogger, bred 
to the forging of wills, and the tutoring of 
false witnesses. 

W«. COBBETT. 

Botley, Thursday, 31s< August lti09. 


MR. TOWNSEND ON TYTHES. 

Busbridge, Aug. 20, 1800. 

Sir; Your Political Register of yester¬ 
day is now before me, and as you are the 
last man in the world by whom 1 would 
wish any thing that was said or written 
by me to be misunderstood, your observa¬ 
tions on my Letter concerning the Godal- 
miu Tythes, (to use your own words) 
" demand an answer.” So, indeed, do 
your questions concerning Sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley’s dispatches, and 1 wish the one 
may be answered as satisfactorily as I 
trust I shall answer the other. * But, before 
I enter on tbc subject of the Tythes, I 
must tell you. Sir, that 1 take an uncommon 
degree of* interest in every thing that 
comes from your pen ; for we often think 
alike, and upon some occasions, I have 
found the opinions published in your Re¬ 
gister, correspond exactly with those I 
had in private expressed : which w'as the 
chse in regard to the late dispatches from 
Sit Arthur Wellesley. Eor my friends 
know that I had made every observation 
respecting them, which in yesterday’s Re¬ 
gister was made by you: particularly the 
misunderstanding which the dispatches 
were likely to produce betwixt the Spa¬ 
niards and us. When one feels that a 
man really loves his country,"when one 
[•knows that in consequence, he is deserv¬ 
edly looked up to by that country, one 
njust be anxioas that, he should upon all 
occasions view things in the right light. 
For if he sees things through a false me¬ 
dium, let his intentions be ever so good, 
he would never be able to apply a remedy 
to the existing evil; and he would be 
sure to split on tl?e rock, on which so many 
have struck before.—I will confess to you. 
Sir, that your Summary of Polities, which 
1 have read to day, has relieved me from 
some alarm, by convincing me that the 
" zeal” you feel for the public cause, will 
be directedi in the proper way. Yes, Sir^ 
it is tife “ Medeein malgre-lui, it is a 
“ stupid «’ay of thinking receiVed and en- 
■' couraged by certain hireling writers on 
“ th$ cuotinimt, (and y«u might have 
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" added in this country) that has been the 
" great cause of our public disasters/’ and 
I agree with you that “ In spite of tong 
“ and woeful experience, it appears to me 
" at this hour as efficient as ever.” And 
1 also agree with you that “ The public, 
“ who have been so often deceived, will 
•• tear yet a great deal more in the way 
« of deception : and that those who at- 
tempt to undeceive them in time, must 
« expect to bear yet a great deal more in 
" the way of reproach.” To bear a share 
of that reproach I am most willing, and 
for no. other rew'ard than the satisfaction 
of handing down to my son, unsullied, 
that character for political disinterested¬ 
ness, and integrity, which my father be¬ 
queathed to me. And 1 trust, by seeing 
a good example, my son will never pros¬ 
titute those abilities, his schoolmaster tells 
me he possesses, to the destruction of that 
rational liberty, w'hich Englishmen ought 
at all times to be ready with their lives to 
defend, and against which no Englishman 
either abroad of at home ever ought to 
lift up his hand.—And now. Sir, after so 
long a digression, I must return fo the dull 
subject of Tythes, respecting which you 
have quite ntisunderstood ; for 1 had 
not the most distant idea of abolishing 
Tythes altogether ; I might as well have 
thought of abolishing Taxes altogether^ 
both the one and the other, if kept within 
due bounds, and properly applied, (to use 
the words of that distinguished Patriot, Sir 
F/ancis Burdett) when collected, would 
descend like the dews of Heaven to occa¬ 
sion a general benefit.—Now, Sir, I fancy 
the words that gave you an idea that I 
wished foi^he abolition of Tythes were 
these : •' The present system of taxing 
" and tything, if persevered in, w’ijl in a 
“ short time prevent the farmer from sell- 
“ ing his corn, except at a f/Iice, as I have 
" observed before, which none but the 
" affluent can atlbrd to pay.” Now, Sir, 
what I meant by the present or immediate 
system was this; the Tythe-valuer came 
to me, and told me that the weight of the 
taxes, and dearness of the timestxobliged 
his employer to raise the Tythes. He did 
not know what the present system might 
lead to, but that whilst the price of corn 
wp, he thought 1 could aftbrd to pay 
50/. per year. Now, Sir, my object was 
to lonoer, not to keep up the price ^f corn; 
and that, I jssure you, entirely upon pa¬ 
triotic, not selfish, feelings. I then, Sir, 
began to consider, where is this race be¬ 
twixt the goverflnient, rectar, and farmer 
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to'end. The government lays on taxes, 
the rector raises the tythes, the farmer the 
price of corn; but what is to become of 
the public at large? and what remedy 
can be applied to the frightful prospect 
that now presents itself to my mind ?—A 
Parliamentary Reform —that may put a 
stop to the shameful profusion of the 
public money which has existed for the 
last sixteen years! If the public money 
were properly managed, thought I, the 
taxes might be reduced, and then there 
would not be a necessity for the parson’s 
raising his tythes, or the farmer the price 
of corn. But as a Parliamentary Reform 
might be a long time in taking place, if it 
ever took place at ali, I proceeded to con¬ 
sider, whether there might not be some 
act, some regulation respect’yng Tythes, 
that might be immediately applied fo, for 
the purpose of keeping down the farmer’s 
outgoings, and therefore the'price of corn. 
In searching the Statutes at large, I found 
an Act that particularly applied to my 
rase, and which I now transcribe for your 
perusal. It is a .statute enacted 15 Ric. II. 
c. b, and which was renewed and enforced 
by Statute 4 Hen. IV. c. 12 . 

" In nppropriution of Benefices there 
" shall be provision made for the 
“ Foor, and the Vicar.- 

" Item, because divers damages, and 
" hindrances oftentimes have happened, 

“ and daily do happen to the parishioners 
“ of divers places, by the appropriation 
“ of Benefices of the same places; it it 
“ agreed and assented, that in every li- 
" ccnce from henceforth to be made in the 
“ Chancery of the appropriation of any 
“ parish Church, it shad be expressly con- 
“ tallied and comprised that the diocesan 
“ of the place, upon the appropriation of 
“ such churches, shall ordain according to 
“ the value of such chutches a convenient 
“ sum of money to be paid and distributed 
“yearly, of the fruits and profits of ihe 
“ same churches, by those that shall have 
“ the said churches in proper use, and by 
“ their succi^sors, to thefioor parishioners * 
“ of the said churc.’hes, in aid of their liv- 

ijigtind sustenanee for ever; and also 
“ that the vicar fie well and sulficieiitly 
“ endowed.” 

Now, Sir, I trust I have convinced you, 
that the raising of the lyihes at Godal- 
min, htis to do with Parliamentary Re¬ 
form, for 1 have no doubt that the sanje 
rise of Tythes, and tlie same reason for 
raising them, (that is, the weight of the 
,taxes) go «8 from one end^of the kingdom 
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to the other; vnd 1 cannot help repeating 
that it is my opinion if we were properly 
represented in Parliament, which can only 
be by means of a Parliamentary Reform, 
that some Alutary regulation, some modi* 
fication would be adopted in respect to 
Tythes; as the present mode of taking 
tlwm in kind, is a complete bar to the cul¬ 
tivation of a great deal of poor, waste 
ground, and otten most shocking to hu¬ 
manity. I was lately in Essex, where the 
parson having some Glebe land, would not 
come to any compo.sition with his parish¬ 
ioners, except for the small Tythes, and 
those, the fanner and his wife told me, 
they compounded for at an enormous 
price, for that they ^ould not bear the 
moaning of .the calves, when deprived of 
every tenth meal of milk.—As my only 
object ill aridressing you was to explain 
my reasons for connecting the rise of the 
Godalinin Tythes with a Reform of Par¬ 
liament, I shall abstain fft'uni entering into 
your arguments at Icngh, but in justice to 
myself 1 must observe, that I never meant 
to complain of the highway rate, or the 
rise in labourers wages, but to shew the 
various outgoings on a farm, some neces¬ 
sary and unavoidable ; and that therefore 
any unnecessary burthen should not be 
laid on the farmer, as it must inevitably 
produce a rise in the price of corn, and 
thereby materially attect the public good. 
You would oblige mo by giving my letter 
a place in your Register, as I shall think it 
necessary to send a copy of this defence 
of my conduct, to those who had my letter 
©once ruing the Tythes. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant 
* and sincere admirer 

Henry Hare Townsend. 


Pao^-EEbiNhs of a^PEciAL CounT of Com¬ 
mon Council of the City of London. 
Held in comsequence of a Notice of 
a Motion given by Mr. J ames Dixon, 
to RESCIND, the VOTE of Thanks to 
Col. WARcllEi passed on the Gth of 
April last .—(Continuedfrom 

[Mr. Waithman, in corUinuation.'^ 

But it has been asked, with an air of tri¬ 
umph over Mr. Wardle, how be comes to 
complain of corfuption in the Sale of Seats 
in the House of Common.s?—^Whether he 
did not purchase his own scat theit ? To 
which I answef, 1 do not kiiow how that fact 
stands-; but this I know, that Mr. Watidle, 
k'i& any other ^iiKliTkhiai> ha$ a right 


shift for himself in that respect, while the 
market, I say, while the market remains 
open. I have had fifty seats offered to 
myself in that assembly, upon certain 
terms: the very individual who is stated 
to have negociated that concern under my 
lord Sligo, told me he would procure me 
a seat, if I would procure for him a writer* 
ship under the East India Company. 
These are indeed abuses, and they are 
monstrous abuses, but they are only few 
of the abuses under which this country 
labours, and which bear hard on the 
honest part of the community in which 
we live. Since they have been proved to 
exist; since they are admitted to exist, . 
and are avowed by those who feed upon 
them, will any man lay his hand upon his 
heart, and say tho.se things ought to con¬ 
tinue; or say, that he who exposes ihern 
is unworthy of the thanks of the public. 
Will any man say that a great saving may 
not be made in thif public expenditure of 
this country, by the introduction of a little 
more common honesty into some of the 
departments of the state ? 1 believe what 
Mr. Wardle has said upon that subject, ' 
that the savings would be very nearly to 
the amount of the Income T-ax. 

Mr. Taudy admitted that others iiad 
known, and had talked of “ abuses,” but 
nobody had acted so efficiently towards 
Iheir prevention, as well as Mr. Wardle, 
and therefore that gentleman was a very 
fit subject for the thanks of the public. 

Mr. Alderman Atkins wished the Reso¬ 
lution of the worthy Alderman to be with¬ 
drawn, because it embraced matter for 
the discus.sioQ of which the. Court was not 
convened. He had no idea of rescinding 
the Vote of Tliaiilcs to Mr. Wai-dle, for 
nothipg could be more unjust to that gen¬ 
tleman, than to condemn him before he 
has been heard. Mr. Wardle, said the 
worthy Alderman, has committed himself 
to the public over and over again, that he 
will prove that the matter which’has been 
stated to bis prejudice, and upon which 
the verdict-of a jury has been obtained 
againstjbim, has been the efiect of perjury. 
Until that be ascertained, we should sus- 
^nd our judgments ; meanwhile, do not 
let us withdraw from Mr. Wardle the 
Thanks we have given to him for his exer¬ 
tions jo the service of the public. That 
•would be treating ourselves, as well as 
Mr. Wai'dle, unhandsomely.^ If we had 
been unfortunate enough to place our 
esteem or bestow our bounty upon an un¬ 
worthy objMt, that mi^t be reason why 



SIS] fSlI ' 

we might regret our mistake, without beiflg pitrts of the expenditure of/ this country* 
a reason for onr retracting the donation. I the psrticufars of which I am not now dii^ * 
therefore wish, by all means, that we shtould cn^ng; theyare topics which we are 
not rescind the Vote of ThankH which we not called upon to discnss ; and the Court 
have passed in favour of Mr. Wardle j will jiardon me if I doubt its Competence 
but I cannot help recommending, most to such a discussion. The great objection 
strongly, to the worthy Alderman to with- I have to it is, that we were not brought 
dfaw his proposition, because it embraces here for this purpose ; if we pass this 
matter, for the discussion of which we were Resolutimi, it will appear to the. public 
not, this day, convened; it tends to cast, that we were brought together for one 
unnecessarily for the present purpose at purpose, and have been entrapped into 
least, reflections on his majesty's ministers, another. I came here to enter protest 
We are now called upon to vote charges against rescinding the Vote of Thanks to 
against persons who have not been heard Mr. Wardle, but I must likewise protest 
upon them before us; charges upon which against the Resolution now proposed, 
we ourselves have had no time for consi- Mr. Clark admitted that the Vote* of 
deration. Wc are called upon to come to Thanks to Mr. Wardle ought not to be 
a conclusion before we have had time to shaken, but thought the present Resolu- 
deliberate upon a great deal of criminating tion went to approve of the >^11016 of his 
matter. Surely we should pause before subsequent conduct, a proposition to which 
we come to such a conclusion: speaking he did not assent, and therefore wished it 
for myself, I have no hesitation in con- to be withdrawn. 

fessing that my ability is not equal to the Mr. Miller said, that taking the whole 
task of proceeding with that celerity which of the conduct of Mr. Wardle subsequent 
is proposed by this Resolution, to censure to the Vote of Thanks of this Court to 
in the mas.s ministers who have not been him, in the light of debtor and creditor 
heard before, us. Besides, it *is not the with the public, tliere was a very large ,, 
purpose for which this Court is professedly balance in favour of that gentleman, 
assembled ; tve did not come here to-day, Mr. Mawman contended that this Reso- 
to pronounce philippics upon the king’s lution was such as ought not to be sanc- 
ministers, but to consider the propriety or tioned by this Corporation under the pre- 
the impropriety of rescinding our own sent circumstances. He never would give 
vote respecting an individual. And now his support to a Resolution so drawn ; the 
we are called upon, by a side wind, to sense he had of the dignity of the Corpo- 
vote quite another matter. Indeed, my ration ; the regard he had for his own in- 
Lord Msfyor, I cannot help asking, whe- dividual character, forbade his assfent to it. 
ther this is not a trap laid to catch the He objected to the manner in which it 
votes of gentlemen who were not aware of was brought forward ; it came by surprize; 
it? This seems to me to be running riot notice should have been given of it man- 
with thing?. I am ready to say, that the fully, that the Court migfit have been 
Vote of Thanks to Mr. W'ardle ought not convened for the purpose of discussing it; 
to be rescinded on account of any thing* this svas indirect and insidious; he must 
that has yet transpired ; but I cannot as- protest against it as an individual, 
sent to the proposition vfhich goes the Mr. Alderman Goobbemere said, that 
length of extending our thanks to that the general opinion was now manifest as 
gentleman on account of his statement in to the Vote of Thanks passed in favour of 
the House of Commons, of matter in which Mr. Wardle; that such Vote ought not 
there may he a saving in the public ex- to be restcinded; but, said the worthy 
penditure, because that matter is not, at Alderman, I have assigned reasons to this 
present, before u.s, nor does it follow that Court for thinking that it htfis not gone the 
every saving is economy. If you diipi- wbolfe length which it ought to go in 
nish your establishment, you may dirai- favour of Mr. Wardle, for I have stated 
nish your expence; but it cloes not thence facts to the credit of Mr. Wardle, which 
necessarily follow that you improve your he stated in the House of Commons to the 
condition. If I -put down my carriage, advantage of the public, which have been 
which, as far as regards myself«I might verified by subsequent events, and from 
do, becao^, thank God, I ctin walk, I his conduct on that occasion/scveral bene< 
might save some expence, but I do not ficial alterations have already taken place, 
think it would improve the condition of and the consideration of which, I say, calle 
iny family ; anfi so it may be with some, on m to mark his coadugt with adnkidhsd 
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approbation. ^Bravo, bravo! Silence, si- justice; let us encourage him to -perse- 
lence !] I must, therefore, persist in my verance in his object. I therefore, frith 
Amenument, notwithstanding the dis- that.view, shall persist in recommending 
couragement of my worthy friend upon my proposition to the adoption of this 

the floor (IVlr. Mawrnan)I esteem his Court-Here the worthy Alderman’s 

friendship highly, and I should wish to Amendment was read by the Recorder, as 
court bis assistance. He would, at any already stated. 

time, be a very useful auxiliary to any Mr. Mawman th«n expressed his astoH- 
one whose measure he should be pleased ishraent that the worthy Alderman per- 
to espouse ; but if I cannot hare his valu- sisted in what appeared to him (and, he 
able aid I must go on as well as I am able, hoped, to the Court) a very extraordinary 


without it; and he must allow me to 
differ from him in opinion upon the pre¬ 
sent occasion, and to say, that it is my 
privilege to decide on what course I shall 
take now, without dictation from any 
quarter, however respectable that may be; 
and 1 am so well convinced of the pro¬ 
priety of what I now offer, that I not only 
trust the Co“urt will adopt it, but I per¬ 
suade myself, that if I had the pleasure of 
meeting that A'orthy member, and of dis¬ 
cussing this matter with him in private, I 
should have obtained his assent to it. [No, 
no, said Mr. Mawman.] Mr. Alderman 
Goodbehere proceeded—I still retain my 
opinion; for 1 know his feelings, and I 
know how grateful he is to those who 
iierve the public, and we all know that 
gratitude in good men is a feeling that 
will not bear compression ; it is of spon¬ 
taneous growth as well as of expansive 
nature, and delights in exercise. Then 
would my worthy friend wish to check its 
growth, or destroy its lustre No. There 
is a beauty in deserved praise, which 1 am 
coniideat my worthy friend would not 
diminish, and yet he now appear^ to wish 
to do away the effect of those praises which 
Mr. Wardle’has so well deserved, and 
this would have a very unfavourable effect 
on the minds of those who are not much 
in the habit of thinking for themselves, 
unless we took care to counteract it1 
say, then, that Mr. Wairdle stands in a 
situation peculiar to himself; that he came 
forward, and, for a while, stood alone; 
had uo party, and hardlv an individual to 
* support him, in«h>s eniieavojui' to expose 
corruption in«the management ^ our pub¬ 
lic affairs. , Isay that he has had noK>t^er 
reward tor all bis labours, successful as 
they were, than the approbation and 
esteem of the public. He has had neither 
place ner pension, nor the reversion, nor 
the promise of a reversion, of place or 
pension. Hft therefore stands before us 
with peculiar claims to our countenance 
and support; he has indeed high claims, 
only on our generosity, buir on pur 


course of proceeding. All that he had 
left to do, with a view of counteracting it, 
was to move an Amendment upog this 
Resolution, which was to move, that alter 
the word “That,” all be left out, aiid the 
following be inserted in their stead :— 
“ This Court doth not sec any reason for 
rescinding the Vote, passed on the (jth of 
April last, of Thanks and Gratitude to 
Gwyllym Lloyd Wardle, esq.” 

Mr. Samuel Dixon said, that this 
Amendment was so plain* that the meanest 
capacity in the Court must understand it, 
and it had his assent in preference to that 
which it was its object to supersede ; a 
proposition so long, so complex, so be¬ 
wildered, such a farrago, that he doubted 
whether any body understood> it thorough¬ 
ly ; and, at the same time, foreign to the 
avowed purpose for which the Court met. 
The purpose for which the Members of 
die Corporation came together was, to see 
whether there was, or was not, ground for 
rescinding the Vote of Thanks to Mr. War¬ 
dle ; and this proposition was, ifnder pre¬ 
tence of an Amendment to another pro¬ 
position, to censure the whole of the Ad¬ 
ministration of the Country under the 
head of a string of assertion:;, unconnected 
with the avowed purpose of the Gourt. 

* Mr.]^AtTHMA.\ said, that the last Amend¬ 
ment, under pretence of confining the 
Court to the {:mrpose.Gf its Meeting, was 
much more deserving of the title of a trap 
than the proposition of his worthy friend, 
Mr. Aid. Goodbtihere, for the rbal pur¬ 
pose of the Meeting of the Court was* to 
canvass the conduct of Mr. Wardle since 
the Vote of Thanks. The Court had done 
so, and it appeared, in the course of that 
inquiry, upon a recital of facts, that such 
conduct had been highly meritorious and 
beneficial to the public; and the tendency 
of thq Re.solution was to express that feel¬ 
ing. tendency of the Amendment 

war., to prevent that justice being done to 
Mr. Wardle, under pretence of friendship 
to hint. I have often been charged, said 
he, with being a party man, but now l am 
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charged with being of no party. Thus it 
is that we have seen party men make a 
noise about corruption, until they can 
create discontent enough in the Public to 
turn out an Administration, and get them¬ 
selves into it, and then they are contented, 
while the people are no better off than 
before ; but if you attack Corruption it¬ 
self, instead of only attacking those who 
feed upon it, then you have all parties 
upon your back, because you are destroy¬ 
ing their food. Thus have I met my friend 
(Mr. Mawman) at the Whig Club (for it 
is not every member of the Whig Club 
that is a Whig, believe me)—I am a Whig 
certainly; 1 was taught in the Whig 
School principles which seated his Ma¬ 
jesty’s illustrious House upon the Throne 
of these realms. But I have met men at 
the Whig Club, who came there to follow 
Charles Fox, and would follow any Fox, 
if they thought they would get any thing 
liy it; but who wouVl not follow you an 
inch on the road to destroy corruption it¬ 
self, although they would cry out against 
the thing, for the sake of turning out those 
who profited by it, and get in themselves. 
Nay, they would oppose you, as they do 
sometimes in the House of Commons, with 
professed friendship and real hatred, by 
the trick of an amendment upon your 
amendment. 1 care not for these half- 
and-half men ; nay, 1 dislike them mo?e, 
because more ungenerous than an open 
enemy.—[Burst of applause.] 

. Mr. ifiderman Wood did not scruple to 
say that Mr. Wardle had actually saved 
this country, and it was impossible suffi¬ 
ciently to repay him ; but for Mr. War- 
dle’s exertions, the Duke of York would 
have be^jn, at this moment. Commander 
in Chief, and at the head of the {ixpedff 
tion ! and then !—I say, said the worthy 
Alderman, Mr. Wardle "has saved this 
country. 

Mr. Mawman had no hesitation in say¬ 
ing that the present Adhiirtistration ought 
to be changed ; hut he saw great danger 
in telling the people that they were to 
look for no good from any other party, 
because it was, in effect, telling the peo¬ 
ple that they ought to take the govern¬ 
ment into their owti hands. Who, and 
what was Mr. Wardle, that he should be 
looked up to as the only human being who 
could save this country ? He s^ in him 
no such tr^mscendant virtue. 

Mr. Waithman contended for the pro¬ 
priety of inculcating in the minds of the 
people, this m&xim. That they are not to^ 


look for any advantage by a change of 
men: That there must be a change of 
system. This was the doctrine of Mr, 
Fox himself; doctrine founded in true 
wisdom, and which, thank Heaven ! was 
gaining ground every day; doctrine once 
maintained, even by Mr. Pitt. 

The question was then put, and de¬ 
clared by the Lord Mayor, upon a shew 
of hands, to have been carried in favour 
of Mr. Mawman’s Amendment; but, on 
a division, the numbers were—For the 
Amendment, 1 Alderman, 51 Commonec.s, 
2 Tellers—.54-. For Aid. Goodbehere’s 
Resolutions, 3 Aldermen, 54 Commoners, 
2 Tellers—59.—Majority, 5. • 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Austrian Official Account of the Battle of 
Wagram, (no date.) 

By the 4fh, tt»e enemy had completed 
the new bridge from the Isle of Lobau 
across a branch of the Danube, in which 
he was much favoured both by the ground 
and by an immense number of artillery. 
The imperial and royal army was drawn 
up on the eminence behind the rivulet Russ, 
extending its right wing beyond Sussess- 
brun and Kagran,and its left beyond Mark- 
grafen-Neusiedel. The centre was posted 
near Wagram. The enemy having, in the 
night between the 4th and 5th, crossed 
over to the left bank of the Danube, large 
masses appeared very early in the morn¬ 
ing, in the plain. Not long before noon 
he attacked the line of the imperial and 
royal army in all itspoinfs. Bat hi.s great¬ 
est exertions were directed against the 
centre, probably with a view «f forcing 
it.—His attacks, though repeated with the 
greatest impetuosity, and .supported by an 
immense number of ordnance, among 
which were many batteries of the heaviest 
calibre, proved this day abortive.—The 
tiring ceased at ten o’clock at night. The 
imperial and royal army had, on the whole 
of its line, jnaintained ^ts positions, ancf 
made a considerable numben- of prisoners, 
apioUg whom there are many Saxon, 
Badenese, Italian, and Pertuguesei soldiers. 
—On the (3th, in the morning, at four 
o’clock, the enemy renew'ed his attacks 
with still larger masses, and greater im¬ 
petuosity than on the preceding day. 
Even thus his efforts agaift.st the centre 
ami the right wing were attended with so 
little success, that the latter had even 
gained such advantages^ as to justifyetbe 
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expwstatioosofihecoiBptetest victory, when who have expreBsed their intention of 
the enemy, with fresh divisions and great taking the Work iii Quarterly Volumes, 
superiority, suddenly penetrated the left are respectfully informed that the Third 
wing near MarkgrafeD'Neusiedel, and sue- Volume is now ready for delivery,— 
oeeded, after an ohstiuate engagement, in In order to remove all professional doubts, 
compelling it to retreat. One of the wings as to how far this new and enlarged 
of the royal and imperial army being there- Edition of the State Trials may, with 
by exposed, his imperial and royal high- safety, be cited as authority in the CourM, 
ness the. Archduke and Generalissimo has and relied on as of equal authenticity 
directed the retreat by the way of Stain- with the former, I think it right to state, 
mersdoi-fand the Bisamhill, in consequence that it is intended to be a literal tran- 
of which the army occupies anew pMition, script of the last edition, as far as that 
covering the communication with Bohe- edition extends; that where I have in- 
niia. This retreat was made good in the serted fuller and better reports of any (lases. 


best order and without material loss. In 
tlie'centre, as well as in the right wing, 
the enemy suttered very considerably. 
Six thousand prisoners were taken from 
him, among whom are three generals. 
He likewise lost twelve cannon, with am¬ 
munition, and was in every respect so much 
weakened, that he has not attempted since 
to pursue the imperial »and royal army 
further. Gen. Lasalle is among his dead. 
—^The imperial and royal army has also to 
lament a great loss. ’ In gen. Nordmann 
it has been deprived of a very eminent 
officer. Generals Peter Veesai, D’Aspre, 
and Vukassiovitz, are without hopes of re¬ 
covery. Generals prince of Hesse-Hom- 
burgh, Stutterheim, and Paar> are less 
severely wounded. His imperial highness 
the Generalissimo himself, and prince 
Lichtenstein, received slight musket- 
wounds, which, however, will not be 
attended with any dangerous consequences. 
It remains to be observed, that the whole 
army has again aflbrded such proofs of 
courage and perseverance, as not to cloud 
our fuiiiiB prospects with any future ap¬ 
prehensions. 

COBBETT’S 

fcOMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

State Trials: 

To be completetf in Thirty-SiXvMonthly 
parts, forming Twelve large Volunjes in 
Royal Octavo. ‘ 

The Ninth Part of the above Work 
was puWisbed on Friday the 1st of Sep¬ 
tember, One Part will appear, with the 
greatest regularity, on the first of each 
succeeding Month. Those Subscribers 


taking the Work iii Quarterly Volumes, 
are respectfully informed that the Third 
Volume is now ready for delivery, — 
In order to remove all professional doubts, 
as to how far this new and enlarged 
Edition of the State Trials may, with 
safety, be cited as authority in the Courts, 
and relied on as of equal authenticity 
with the former, I think it right to state, 
that it is intended to be a literal tran¬ 
script of the last edition, as far as that 
edition extends; that where I have in¬ 
serted fuller and better reports of any (lases, 
or of any parts of Cases, the text of the 
old Edition will nevertheless be retained; 
and that the new matter will be distin¬ 
guished in a manner not to be mistaken, 
and be distinctly pointed out in the Table 
of Contents to each volume.—In the last 
Volume will also be given what I call a Pa¬ 
rallel Index, consisting of two Columns; 
in the first of whiclf wilL be inserted, in 
their order, the numbers of all the Pages 
in the last Edition ; and in the other, cor¬ 
respondent figures shewing in what Vo¬ 
lume and Page of the present Work the 
contents of each Page of the last Edition 
will be found ; by means of which Pa¬ 
rallel Index, the place in this Work of any 
passage occurring in the last Edition, may 
be ascertained with nearly as much ease 
ahd expedition as if the paging of that 
Edition were preserved ; which, it is ob¬ 
vious, would be perfectly impracticable, 
considering the valuable mass of ticw mat¬ 
ter to be introduced. 

To such Gentlemen as may happen to 
be in pos.session of curious Trials, or of 
documents relating to Trials of the de- 
scriptipn of those to be contained in this 
*Work„,I shall be much obliged for a com¬ 
munication of them. If the document, or 
paper, whether* in print or manuscript, be 
reque,5ted to be preserved, great care shall 
be taken of it. 

COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary Debates: 

TheTwelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth 
Volumes of the above Work, comprising 
the Proceedings in both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment during the last Session, are in the 
Press,'and will be pubiished with all pos¬ 
sible dispatch. 
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SU’,LAIARY or POLITICS. 
Talavera, its Viscount, and the conse¬ 


quences of his Victory. -It was evi¬ 

dent, from lilt; first, that there had been 
Jio "victory at Talavera; and, it is now 
but too clearly proved, that the defeat has 
led to eonsetfuences the most disastrous; 
disastrous, I moan, boc ujse it has caused 
tlie loss of so many of our men, and the 
.stiliering of so many’ more.-The hire¬ 

lings, vvhose business it is to deceive and 
(beat the English people, cannot any 
longer disguise the. fact, that Douro and 
Talavera is running away’, before he has 
hardly heard of his newly-bestowed titles. 
Still have they recourse to palliatives. Still 
do they tell lies to the publia, in order to 
justify the bestowing of those titles. 'J’hcy 
say, that 'Ealavera’s retreat is a most inas- 
one. Miscreants! They would have 
said the same if their mothers had been 
left behind by him to the mercy of the 
“ Vaaduk.” Will theseunprinei|)led hke- 
lings deny, that, only the last week, they 
represented the Ereneh in Spain, a.s feroci¬ 
ous burbirUm f Will they deny this; nr will 
they deny’, that this newly ennobled hero 
has left a great luimbcr of brave English¬ 
men, with festering wounds, to the humanity 

of ibcsicferocious barbarians ? -But,eome; 

let us see his dispatch. Let us see this Wel¬ 
lesley (fispateh, written by tlie vanquisher 
of Victor at Talavera. I,et us see*it. Let 
us hear what this cpnquenor 1ms to saj’ in 
defence of his running away from the 
army he had just vanquished, and for leav¬ 
ing bis sick and wounded behind. Come, 
Baron Douro of Wellesley in the county 
of Somerset and V^iscount Vt'^eliiugton of 
Talavera, and of Wellington, in the said 
county ; come, thou man of many names-; 
come, thou, whom the Morning Chronicle i 
placed in the frst rank of British heroes ; 
Qome Baran Viscount, Douro and Talave¬ 
ra ; come, and let us hear, in thine own 

way, thine owm long and piteous story..-' 

The Dispatch, which was pulflished in 
London last Saturday, the 2nd instant, is 
• dated at Deleytosa, on the Sth of August, 
which .place is- at about 50 or 60 miles 


distance from Talavera, the Viscount hav¬ 
ing got so far on his retreat.--The Dis¬ 

patch is addressed to Lonf Castlereagh. 
It is rich ip subjects whereon to comment; 
and, as it will, in the end, be found to be 
of great importance, in many respects, f 
shali take it paragraph by paragraph, and 
observe upon each part as I proceed. 

“ AIy Lord ; I apprized your lord- 
ship on the 1st insi. of the advance 
“ ol'a French corps towards the Pu- 
“ erto de Banos, and of the probable 
“ c/nharrcLWiients to tlse operations of the 
“ army, tvhich its arrival at 1‘lusencia 
“ ii'oiild occasion ; and these embar- 
‘Oassments having since existed to a 
“ (It grec so considerable, as to oblige 
us to lidl back, and to take up a 
“ dcfeiisivt; position on the Tagus, 1 
“ am induced to trouble you more at 
length with an account of what has 
“ passed upon this subject.” 

The grammar of this paragraph I wdll 
not dwell upon, Utking it for grunted, that 
Douro and Talavera has been taught the 
“ learned languages,” which is, now-a- 
days, I perceive, allowed to be good plea 
()f exemption from the obligation of writing 
cornet English, and even from that of 

w’l'iting common sense.-The reader 

will bear in mind, that, ineny first article 
upon the brittle of Talavera (page 20f) I 
pointed out to the public the^cause of sks- 
picion, which it was easy enough to disco¬ 
ver in the not publishing of the whole of 
Douro’s letters of the 1st of August, of 
which letters (two in one day) we were 
treated only witli extracts. We now see 
the reason for giving us only extracts of 
(hose letters ; for here, at the very oulseW 
Douro renfincls Lord castiercagh, that, in 
ihos^ letters, he apprized him ol the probable 
dppraueking embarrassmcnls to the opa aiions 
of hh army. Not a word of this tlul our 
ministers tell us; not a word of this did 
they publish along with the Park-and- 
Tower-giin account of their victory of Ta¬ 
lavera. The nation were bifklen to rejoice; 
and rejoice they did ; the hirelings of tlie 
press cut their jokes, as usual, upon the 
chap-fallen state of the factious j th| vi- 
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gour and wisdom of the ministrj' were 
subjects of praise j Castlereagh was a war- 
minister without parallel, and Douro was 
a second Casar. Thiswas going on, while 
the ministry ffad the letters of the 1st of 
August in their pockets. This they siiUer- 
ed to go on, while they knew, that, so far 
from advantages having been gained at 
Talavcra,. the most disastrous conse¬ 
quences n ere to be apprehended from the 
battle there fought and' from the march 
thither. Nay j if this had been all, they 
might have found some excuse; they might 
have said, that they had no power over the 
press ; and, that it was not for them to waste 
lheir<ime in putting a stop to public delu¬ 
sion. ButjWiththe letters of the Istof August 
in their pocket; witlithe proof in their poii- 
session, that the battle of Talavcra had 
led to no advantageous conse(|ueiice; and 
that, by that battle, together with hismarch 
after Victor, Wellesley hiul got into fear¬ 
ful embarrassments ; being, in short, in 
possession of what must have convinced 
any men of common discernment, that 
what has Iiajjpcncd would happen, and that 
flight and inisery would be the conse¬ 
quence of Wellesley’s operations ; in po.s- 
session of tliisj they publish, in the king’s 
name, the unprecedented Geneuai. Ouder, 
inserted in my last, in wdiich Order they 
speak of Victor’s as of a. vanijuishcd army, 
at the same lime that tlu'y eulogize the 
generalship of Wellesley ihrough the ishole 
of the campaign; and all this with the evi¬ 
dent view of preparing a justification for 
the titles they were going to confer upon 

him.-^There was this foolish nation, for 

five or six days, gabbling about “ the gal- 
'lant Sir Arthur,*’and cutting their jokes 
upon the Spaniards, who had no share of 
the glory ; and there was the Nabob’s Pa¬ 
per, the Morning Post, telling the well- 
dressed rabble of St. James’s street about 
the three bullet holes, that had been made in 
<*the gallant Sir Arthur’s” hat and coat, 
which pul us, in the country, in mind of 
Jack Falstaff's hacking his sword and run- 
n*mg spear grass up his nose.——All this 
while, the dispatches of the Istot August lay 
snug in the iillnister’s pocket ;. and, in^thg 
next gazette,' out come the brace qf titles, 
.which are hardly notified to the public, 
when there comes another dispatch, which 
makes the truth knovvn to us, but which is 
not, however, published till the substance 
of it has leaked out to us in hireling para¬ 
graphs_Thus it is, that we are treated; 

thus we . have Ivuj? been treated ; and 
thusi on account <ff our own basen^, do 


Sve deserve to be treated.-The present 

dispatch is evidently .looked upon by 
Baron ‘Douro of Wellesley as a sort of 
special pleading in his defence ; that is to 
say, in defence of his conduct in entering 
Spain, and in pushing on, in the manner 
that he did, till he, or at least, a consi¬ 
derable part of his army, overtook a Tar¬ 
tar. It is a set defence, accompanied 
with numerous proofs doeuinentory ; and, 
to this defence I must beg the reader to 
pay some little attention. 

“ When I entered Spain, I had a 
communication with general Cue^sta, 
''through sir Robert Wilson and 
" colonel Roche, respecting the oc- 
" cupatfon of the Puerto de Banos and 
" the Puerto de Perales, the former 
“ of which, it was at last settled, 
" should be ludd by a corps to be 
” formed under the marquis de la 
" Reyna, to consist of two battalions 
" fiotn general Cuesta’s army, and 
" two from Bejar; and that the Puerto 
" de Perales was to be taken care of 
“ bj- the duque del Parque, by dc- 
“ tachmonts from the garrison of 
" Ciudad Rodrigo.—1 doubted of the 
“ capacity of tbp garrison of Ciudad 
'• Rodrigo to make the detachment to 
“ the latter, but so little of the ell’ec- 
" tual occupation of the former, that 
" in writing to marshal Beresfoid on 
" the 17th of July, I desired him to 
“ look to the Puerto de Perales; but 
, " that I considered Banos as- secure, 
" as appears by the extract of my let-' 
" ter which I inclose.” 

The two posts, of which he speaks here, 
were situated in his rear, when he was at 
Talavcra. He had left them in his rear 
vfhen h§ advanced after Victor. They 
were two posts, which lay between his line 
of advance aiid'Soult;. and he is here en¬ 
deavouring to explain how it happened 
that these posts became an annoyance to 
him, instead of a Security, and compelled 
him to retreat in such haste from Talavei®, 
which retreat, it will be observed, he is 
greatly solicitous not to ascribe to the dread 
of Victor, whom he had •‘vanquished'* at 

Talavcra.-^Well, Baron; now let us 

have it. 

" On the 30th (of July, the next day 
" after the battle of Talavera) intelli^ 
" ^e^ice was received at Talavera, 
" that 12,000 rations had been ordered 
*' at Fuente Duenos for the* 28th, and 
“ 24,000 at Los Santos for the sam«' 
“ day, for a French corps, which it 
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was belieTed was on its march to- 
“ wards the Puerto de Bands.'" 

That is to say towards one of tlac'posts, 
to secure which he had got the Spaniards 

to send troops.-JSlow we are going to 

hear of the harmony between tlic English 
and Spanish generals. We are going to 
see how eager they were to fly to this post 
of danger. We must bear in mind that 
we are now about to read of what took 
place on the day oTF battle, or a day or two 
before, respecting this post at Banb.s; 
tlmugh from this confused dispatch, the 
ecjual of which I never read, it is very dif¬ 
ficult to get at a clear chain of dates, vvhe- 
iher of time or of place. 

(jencral Cacsta expre.'sed some 
“anxiety respecting this po?t, and 
“ sent me a message, to propose that 
“ sir Robert Wilson should be sent there 
“ with his corps. —Sir Robert was on 
“ that day at Talavera, but his corps 
“ was in the mountains towards Esca- 
“ Iona ; and as he had already made 
“ himself very useful in that ciuarter, 

“ and had been near Madi icJ, with 
“ which city he had 4ad a communi- 
“ cation, which I wasdesirousof keep- 
“ ing up, / proposed that a Spanish 
’ “ corps should be sent to hands without 

“ loss of time.— [ could not prevail 
with general Cucsta, although he 
“ certainly admitted the necesstty of 
“ a reinforcement when he proposed 
“ that sir Robert should be sent to 
** Banos; and he was equally sen- 
" sible with myself of the benefit to 
“ be derived to,the cause, from sending 
“ sirRobert back tccEscalona.—At this 
“ time we had no further intelligence 
“ of the enemy's advance, than that 
“ the rations were ordered; and l^iad 
“ hopes that the enemy might be de- 
“ terred froqa advancing, by the in- 
“ telligence of our success on the 
“ 28th, and that the troops Jn the 
" Puerto might make some defence ; 

" and that under these circumstances 
“ it was not desirable to divert sir R. 

“ Wilson from Escalona.” 

Hence it appears, that our Baron was 
for sending Spaniards to this important' 
post, and that the Spanish general was for 
aending Portuguese and English. Cuesta’s 
reasons we do not hear; but, really,those 
of our Baron do not seem to have much in 
them. The communication Madrid 
was, I should think, by this time, become 
of little consequence. I do not see, why 
sir Robert Wilson’s corps should not have 
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been sent; and, as to the blame openly 
enough attempted to be thrown upoa 
Cuesta, he might merit it; but the Baron’* 
logic does not prove that he did merit it, 
even admitting the/<ic<i l» be as he states 
tlifctti. This is, however, quite a nevv way 
of proceeding towards allies; to accuse 
tliem, in this unqualified manner, in dis¬ 
patches, which, probably, they may not 
see for many weeks after thdy are pub¬ 
lished. Cuesta is here accused of lieing 
sensible of' the benefit to be derived to the cause 
from itot sending sir Robert Wilson to 
Bands, while he was proposing to send 
sir Robert Wilson to Bands. He is aesused 
of iidmltting the necessity of a reyiforce- 
ment to Band.i, while he rtf uses to send such 
reinforcement. -But if it was of great im¬ 

portance to send a reinforcement to Bands, 
why did not the Baron stftid one from his 
own army ? 

“ On the SOtli, however, I renewed 
“ mi/ application to general Cucsta, to 
“ .send there a Spanish division of 
“ suflicient strength, in a letter to 
“ gen. O’Donoghuc, of which I ia- 
“ close a copy, but without ejfeei ; and 
“ he did not detach gen. Bassecourt 
“ till the morning of the 2d, after we 
, “ had heard that the enemy had cn- 

“ tered Bejar, and it was obvious thaf 
the troo{>s in the Puerto woukl-make 
“ no defence.—On the 2d we rc- 
“ ceived accounts that the enemy had 
“ entered Plasencia in two columns. 
“ —^Tiie Marquis de la Reyna, whose 
“ two battalieus consisted of only 
“ GOO men, with only 20 rounds of 
“ ammunition each man, retired from 
“ the Puerto and from Plasencia, wdth- 
“ out firing a shot, and went to tha 
“ bridge of Almaraz, which he dc- 
“ dared that he intended to remove; 
“ the battalions of Bejar di.spersed 
“ without making any resistance.” 

Were not the subject so serious; could 
we forget, for a moment, our poor unfortu¬ 
nate sick and wounded, left to have their 
wounds dressed and their hearts clieeied 
by Vtfhdtds’" at iRe place whence one 
nfw-made Viscount takes his title, and 
whence, in aH probability, he will pounce 
upon us for a pension; if we could 
forget these things, for a moment, we 
might laugh at the confusion of ideas 
that reigns through this paramaph; whichi 
sends a Spanish division in a Tetter to gen. 
O’Donoghue, and encloses^ lord Castle- 
reagh a copy, but without eflect.—-Here, 
however, one thing is inteiiigibU slough; 
L2 • 
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and, that is, .that it was vpry foolish in¬ 
deed" to rely upon any defence, on the 
part of those who had Vieon left to defend 
these important posts. What would have 
been the use of sending more Spanish troops, 
if such was the conduct of those alrcatly 
there ? ("uesta appears to liave been 
right. He appears to have known, and, 
probably, he said, that hi.; cooiitiyiiun 

atone would do nothing.-The same 

opinion, in which every event shows him 
to have Ix-cn right,a|)|)ears to have guided 
bis proposiiioas vviili respect to th^ future 
niovements of the aniiy ; but, here again, 
we shall find his propositions rc'iecied; 
and, .l.,inosl confess, that, as far as I can 
.judge, they are rejected without any good 

reason.-The reader will bear in iniud, 

that the French, under Soult and others, 
were iupw knovvfi (on the SOtli of .luly) to 
bd coming on njion the rear of the allioid 
army, wliile Victor lay', with his “ van- 
tjuished” army in their fiayil, and at no 
great distiinco hetweeii them and Madrid, 
where, as \v<: were assureil, the people were 
ready to i i -c ii|)on .'osepii Napoleon, and 
where sir Robert Vi'iisoii iiad airtkidy Ojien- 
cd an useftii communication. 

“ The General (Cuesla) called u|>on 
“ me on that day , and proposed thiU- 
" half of the craiy should march to the 
“ rear to oppose the enem.v, w hifst the 
“ other half should maintain the post 

“ at Talavera.-My answer was, 

“ that if by liaif the army, life meant I 
half of each ttrny, I could only an- 
“.svver that I vvas'ready either to go 
“ or to slay' witli the whole British 
“ army', but that 7 could not s'cpuratc. 
“it. He then d<;>iiTd me to choose 
, “ whether I would go or stay, and i 
“ preferred to go, from thinking tlial 
, “British troops were most likely’ to 
do the business ftjcctmdht, aii-J veUhont 
contest; and from bi'ing also oi" opi- 
nion, titat it was more important to 
“ us than to the Spanish arni\%to open 
“ the communication througii Placcn- 
» “ tia, allhoughj, very important to 
‘‘ them. Miith this decisiotf General 
“ Cuesta appeared perfectly safisfiedi” 
This was ATefnsal on the part of Welles¬ 
ley; for Cuesta meant, it is very clear, for 
the half of each army' to go and the other 
half to stay. I am not so inclined to laugh 
at this propo-sition a*i some people ap|.>ear 
to be. Cuesta kietv, that his troops, when 
ulo7je, were not to be relied on; and “ the 
gallrml Sii'i” though his eulogists laugh 
at poty Caesta, sfieins to have been Jull as 


iond of the company of the English army 
as Cuesta himself was. The ’answ'er, that. 
he wou ld either go or stay does not appear 
to have much merit in it. It was rather a 
pouting answer. The Kjaanish (lenerni 
could not help having the command of 
forces inferior to the English; nor wa.4 
(hero any merit at all in our General hi. 
hat ing the command of soldiers of a supe¬ 
rior s(trl. Whv not divide the army? I 
see no reason against it. llie measure at- 
I'orded a thanee, at least,of success at both 
points; wliereas the resolution not to di¬ 
vide it seemed to leave no such chance. 

-llesicies, if Victor was “ vawpikhcd,^* 

(here \vc pinch the Baron) ; if Victor waa 
“ I'aiKiuished,” wliy care for him or his 
moveiDtinls ? Why' care idiout what was 
passing in the rear? Whv not push ou 
against, the van(|uishcd Victor, and, over 
him, to Madrid, wliere the people were 
ready to revolt againsf the tyrant and to 
protlaim Ferdinand? Wliy scud hack to 
seek a batl le with Spult, especial I y as Mar- 
slial BercsI'ord Beresford !) was 

coming up in the rear ofiSoiill? W’hy look 
back ; why s«®li a clutter about the rear, 
if there was nothing but a “ van(jitishcd’‘ 
army betw'een them am! the loycl metro¬ 
polis o ' the kingdom ? Ail this is to be an¬ 
swered tiy these facts, ami by nothing else; 
namely, that the army in front was 7iot 
“ vanquished that rhe battle was, at 
most for us, a drawn battle; that the allied 
army dared not advance an inch; and, 
that it is runch to be ilonbted, whether, 
even inr/ji iimirs longer, they would have 
been able (0 keep i)osses,sioii of Talavera. 

-'i he reasons which Baron Douro gives 

Ibr cimosing to go rather than slay do not 
apipe ir to me .sulheient by any means. He 
iiKfught, that the British troops were 
" more liiccly to do the business effectmlly, 
‘‘and with.out contest.”. What! did he 
think till! French-force so small,then,under 
.Soiih r He hardly supposed, ihirttbe very 
.sight, of our whiskers would frighten any 
thing of an army away. He thought, that, 
by going away with the whole of his 
annyu what there was to be done, would 
be done “ without contest.” Wfoold it not 
have ‘lieeti better, then, to divide the armic*s, 
as advised by Cuesta, and, by having a 
little figlitirig at each end of the line, to 
defeat the French in both places ?■■ "■ — . 
Never d'as a worse reason than this. Our 
Baron seems lo have fallen in love with 
doing the business “ without contest.” 1 do 
not Marne him for that; but, surely, I 
would not have taken ell Key alriny iroiii 
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Talavera, in order to achiere a victory 
without contest, unless J could have' taken 
my sick and wounded with me.—^Thcre 
w as another reason, however, and that was,, 
the utility of o|)eninff a communication 
with Plasencia;, hut, if this was so iinpoi’t- 
ant, why was this coinrmuiication suffered 
to be closed ; and, h(:.side.s, all the argu¬ 
ments against the other reason are good 
against this. It is manifest, that'the Baron 
Douro of Wellesley was in v iolent haste to 
get away from Tajavera; audit appears 
to me, that when the question was, which 
of*the two armies should remain at that 
place, lire army whicti had the place full 
of its sick and wounded ought to have re¬ 
mained. The arm}' of Victor, though 
vanquished” wa.s in movement in t!ie 
front; and, as it was notoriously su|ierior 
in numbers to that of Soult, how could 
Lord Viscount Talavera imagine, that Cn- 
esla was more fit meet it than he was ? 

-We now come to the movements. 

“ The movements of the enemy in 
“ our front, since the 1st, had i.ndueed 
“ me to he of opinion, that, d(!- 
spairing of forcing us at 'I'alavera, 
'*■ they intended to I'orcc a [)a.s.sage hv 
, Escaloiia, and thus open a conimu- 
“ nication w'ilh the Firmch corps 
“ coming from Plasencia.—This sus- 
“ picion was confirmed on the night 
“ of the 2d^ by letters received from 
“ sir Robert Wilson, of which I en- 
‘^‘^lose copies ; and before I quitted 
“Talavera on the ;id, I waited upon 
“ (General O’Donoghue, and convers- 
ed with him upon the whole of our 
“ sKuatioii, and pointed out to him 
" the possibility, that, in the case of 
“•the enemy coming through Es^a- 
Iona,"general Cuesta ?«ig7«»find him- 
“ self obliged to qujt. Talavera, htfore 
“ I should be hhle to return to him; and 
“ I urged him to collect ail the carts 
Unit could be g^>t, in order to remove 
“ aur hospital. At bis desire / put the 
“ purport of this conversation in writ ing, 
“ and sent him a letter to be laid be- 
“ fore general Cuesta, cf which I in- 
“ close a copy.” . 

From this paragraph we clearly per¬ 
ceive, the Baron Donro foresaw, before he 
quitted Talavera, that Cuesta would soon 

be after him.-Mark the cautious diplo- 

niatic turn, which the communications be¬ 
tween these generals had now taken ! lie 
“ put the purport of th*e conversation in 
" ’i.Titing.” J^nd, for what ? For what, va- 
sol4ier ? . 1 did not know, that fir«- 
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and-tow soldicr.s had so much of precau¬ 
tion about them. What did you put it in 
writing for.? “ Why, you fool, to send 
“ home to my lord Castleri^agh, to he sure, 
“ in order to prove, that 1 urged the Spa- 
“ niards to collect carts in order to remova 
“ my hospital.” Wcdl; but, good Baron, 
what tna<le you suspect, that such proof 
woidd be necessary? J>id you actually 
anticipate, then, vvliot would befall that 
unhappy hospital ? Did you suspect, that 
Cuesta would, after all, leave great part 
of your suffering sick and bounded be¬ 
hind, in case he was attacked by Victor ? 

-But, Baron, good Baron, if you really 

did thitik, that it'was probable, thattSiiesta 
would be unable to maintain his position 
against Victor, w hom you liad just “ vun- 
“ quished,” wliy dii! you, c/wo.sx'(fm- you 
tell us you chose it) to go away, and that, 
too, against an znilr/io-force; a force that 
you expected to be. able to demolish iviih- 
out a contest ? 'This question 1 leave to be 

answered by the hirelings of tlic press.- 

The putting of the conversation in writing 
speaks volumes. It shows, as clearly as 
day-light, what was anticipated. It was 
at general O’Donoghue’s desire, it seeni^ 
that it was put in writing, in order thsfl 
he might have a copy to send to Cuesta. 
Aye, aye ! And so, as my Lord Talavera 
happened, I suppose/to have a copy of it 
left, he sent that cojjy to my I..ovd Cas- 
tlereagh. It is an old saying, that you 
should always keep a useless thing seven 
years, and if you do not find a use for it 
in that time, throw it away. My lord 
Douro found, it .secm.Sj a use for this paper 
in JustyZre days after it vv;js written, though 
when he drew it up, he does not appear to 
have foreseen any use in it, as he slates 
that he drew it up at the desire of Gerntal 
O' Donoglme. 

“ The British army marchc;! on 
“ the ,?d to Oropesa, general I'asse- 
“ coui't’s Sjianish corps being at Ceii- 
“ tinello, vvbere 1 desired that it 
“ might halt the next da}', in .order 
‘' that I might l>e nearer it.—AJ.out 
“ five o'clock in the* evening, 1 heard 
• ' •< that the French had arrived from 

" Plasencia at Navalmoral, wiiereby 
“ they w’cre between us and the 
“ bridge of Alniiiraz.—About an hour 
“ afierw-ards, I received from gene-' 
" ral O’Donoghoe Uie letter aiul its 
“ inclosurcs, of w hich I erffclose co- 
“ pies, announcing to me the jnten- 
“ tion of gen. Cuqsta to march IVom 
“ Talavera in thoi evening, end to 
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. *' there my hospital, excepting 

men as coulil be removed by the 
*’ means he already had, on the grovind 
*' of his apprehension that I was not 
" strong enough for the corps coming 
“from Plasencia, and that the enemy 
“ was moving upon his fank, and had 
“ returned to Santa Olalla in his front .— 

•' I acknowledge that these reasons 
" did not ajipear to me sufficient for 
“ giving lip so important a post as 
“ Talavera, for exposing the com- 
*' bincu armies to an attack in front 
“ and rear at the same timCj and for 
“^abandoning my hospital: and 1 
“ wrote the letters of which I enclose 
“ a copy.—Thi»unfortnnately reach- 
ed the General after he, had march- 
“ ed, and he arrived at Oropesa short- 
“ ly after day-light on the morning 
" of the tth,” 

Tliat we have here a pretty good sample 
of what we have to expect from the co¬ 
operation of the Spaniards is certain ; but, 
this we did not want; we had samples 
enough of tl\is sort, before ; it is nothing 
new to u.s; and, the only thing that sur- 
firizcs us is that Baron and Viscount Tala- 
Tera should have determined upon leaving 
liis sick and wounded to the defence of an 
army, part of which, he tells u.s, in this 
same dis^iati h, had, but a few days before, 
scampered away, at the approach of tlie 
French, without firing a shot. This is all 
that surprizes us; and this is what ought 

to be accounted for.-Tiie Spanish Gene- 

tal’s reasons, as .stated by Baron Douro, 
»re twofold; he quits his position tit Tala- 
vera, first, because he is afraid, that Soult 
will be too strong for the Baron; and, se¬ 
cond, because he thinks that Victor wdlt 
be too strong for himself. But, surely, 
there must be to be found .some mitigation 
of this? At any rate, all harmony must, now 
be At an end between Cuesta and the j 
Baron, the latter of whom wrote, it seems, 
letters to him, disapproving of his move- 
mfinls. The game, therefore, is up, as 
far as depends, upon co-operAtion be¬ 
tween the Spanish and English army; aijd, 
indeed, from the moment 1 read the Baron’s* 
dispatch of the 2yih of July, 1 was con¬ 
vinced, that there could be no more cor¬ 
dial co-operation oh communication be¬ 
tween them, and that our army would be 
very lucky indeed, if only one half of it 
ever reached England.—^-What remains 
of this dispatch is a confused detail of the 
rooivegienis, which took place from the 4th 
k» the t(ti) of August, en which last day 
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the dispatch w as written, concluding (feel¬ 
ing this, to be the tender point) with an.ex¬ 
cuse for leaving behind so many of our un¬ 
fortunate and suffering countrymen, upon 
which there remain some remarks to be 
made. 

“ The question what was to be done 
“ was then to be considered. The 
“ enemy, stated to be 30,000 strong, 

“ but at all events, consisting of the 
“ corp.s of Soult and Ney, cither 
“ united, or not very distant from 
“ each other, and supposed by Marshal 
“ Jourdan and Joseph Buonoparte,"to 
“ be sufficiently strong to attack the 
“ British army, stated to be 25,000 
“ strong, were on one side, in posses- 
“ sion of the high road to the passage 
“ of the Tagus at Alraaraz, the bridge 
“ at which place we knew had been 
“ removed, .although the boats still 
“ necessarilj'' rcnxiined in the river. 
",On the other side, we had reason to 
“ expect the advance of Victor’s corps 
“ to Talavera, as soon as General Cu- 
“ esla’s march should be known, and 
“ after leaving 12,000 men to watch 
“ Venegas, and allowing frQm 10 to 
“ 11,000 killed and wounded in the 
“ late action, this corps would have 
“ amounted to 25,000. We could 
extricate ourselves from this diffi- 
“ cult situation only%y great celerity 
“ of movement, to wbicli the troops 
“ were unequal, as they had not had 
“ their allowance of provisions for 
“ several days, and by success in two 
“ battles. If unsuccessful in either, 
“ we should have been without a rc- 
“ treat; and if Soult and Key, avoid- 
“ ing an action, had retired betbre us, 
“ anil had waited the arrival of Vic- 
“ tor, we sliould have been exposed 
to a general action with 30,000 
“ men, equally without a retreat. We 
“ had reason io expect, that as the 
“ marquis de la Reyna could notfe- 
“ move the boats from the river AI- 
“ mara.z, Soult would have destroyed 
“ them. Our only retreat was, there- 
fore, by the bridge of Ar^o Bispo; 
“ and if we had moved on, the enemy, 
“ by breaking that bridge while the 
“ army should be engaged with Soult 
“'and Ney, would have deprived us 
“ of fbat only resource. We could 
“ not lake a. position at Otfrpesa, as 
“ we thereby left open the road to 
“ the bridge of Ar^o Bispd from Tala- 
“ vera by Calera; and after consider- 
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" ing the whole subject maturely, I 
" was of opinion, that it.w'as advise- 
" able to retire to the bridge bf Ar^'o 
Bispo, and to take up a defensive 
" position upon the Tagus, I was in- 
“ duced to adopt this last opinion, 

' “ because the French have now at 
“ least 50,000 men disposable to op- 
" pose to the combined armies, and a 
" corps of 12,000 men to watch Va- 
“ negas: and I was likewise of opi- 
" nion, that the sooner the derensive 
“ line should be taken up, the more 
• " likely were the troops to be able 
“ to defend it. Accordingly I marcli- 
“ on the ♦th, and crossed the Tagus 
" by the bridge of Arfo Bispo, and 
" have continued my route to this 
" place, in which I Uin well situated 
" to defend the ]vassage of Alrnaraz 
" and the lower parts of the Tagus. 

" (iencral Cucsta crossed the river on 
‘‘ the night of* the 5th, and he is still 
“ at the brifige of Ar^o Jiispo. About 
“ 2,000 of the ivoimdt'd have hcai broui'ht 
" aivay from Talui'cra, the rsmainitig 
“ ],500 arc thi)'e; and 1 doubt vvhe- 
ther, under any circumstances, it 
,, ‘‘ vvo*uld iiave been possible or cori- 

“ sistciit with humanity, to attempt to 
“ remove any more of them. From 
'' the treatment whiclr some of the sol- 
diers wounded on thy 27th, and who 
"fell into the hands of the enemy, ex- 
“jrerienced from them, and from the 
" manner in which I have always 
“ treated the wounded who have 
" fallen into my hands, I expect that 
these men will he well-treated; and I 
" have only to lament, that a new con- 
"^urrence of events, OVER WFIICH, 

" from circumstances, I HAD A^'D 
COULD IIAVE NO CONTROUL, 

" should have placed the army in a 
“ situation to be obliged to leave any 
“ of them behind.” 

“ Oil! most lame *and impotent con- 
" elusion,” of a big-sounding adventure!— 
Reader, let us not be blinded by this coii' 
fused account. Let us, while we have the 
thing before us, blow' the dust away^ and 
get a sight of the matter as it really stands. 

■—-Here we find the Baron and his army, 
«r, rather, the remains of it, at a place 
called Dcleytosa, on the banks of the river 
Tagus, fifty miles, perhaps, below Tala- 
▼era, and, of course, so much nearer Por- 
tugal, so much nearer the spot whence he 
had originally started in pursuit of the 
Tartar, Victor, so far, in short, on fais tfi- 
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treat. Well, what brought him hither? 
Aye, Nabob’s print, answer us that ques¬ 
tion. What brought him hithei ?-- 

Well, then, that queslion being so full of 
gravel, answer us this : with what view did 
he leave Talavcra? Was it not with a view 
of going m (juest ofSoult ? and, did he not 
assign as a reason, for quitting Talavera, 
and leaving his hospital to the care and 
defence of the Spaniards, that he thought 
he and his army wouM " do the business 
“ ejj'cctuallyi and without a contest Now 
what business v.as it, that induced him thus 
to quit his post and to leave his hospital ? 
Why, till! meeting and the beating of Sou.lt, to 
be sure, and this he was pretty confirienit of 
doing without a contest. But, behold, 
having quitted Talavera, having marched 
from ins Viscounty and his hospital with 
this view, and with this avowed intention, 
instead of going on to rticet ISoult, and to 
“ do the business elLctiially,” he turns short 
to liis left, and .gets over, with all possible 
alacrity, to that side of the Tagus whefe 
Soult is not, and we hear him talk of 
nothing hut of broken down bridges, in¬ 
tercepted retreats, being placed between 
two fires; and, in short, of all sorts of dan¬ 
gers.-Reader, compare the twm part» 

of the dispatch, and make use of your 
senses in pronoimcing upon the conduct 
of this General, even as represented by 
himself. What prevented him from pur¬ 
suing his original intention of going on 
to meet Soult? What had happened to 
supercede that intention ? Notliing can be 
pretended to have happened except the 
quitting of Talavera by Cuesta, and even 
that the Baron had anticipated before Ite 
himself quitted Talavera*. In short, it is 
to insult the understandings of my readers 
to suppose, that they do not clearly per¬ 
ceive, that the Baron is utterly unable to 
reconcile those two parts of his dispatch ; 
that his marching to meet Soult was, in fact, 
malchingyiw/i Victor; and that, from be¬ 
ginning to end, we have, in this dispatch, 
nothing but attempts to disguise the real 
character^of the oper^ions and the real ifa- 
ture of the situation of our army.——Such 
.attempts succeed with the very ignorant, 
and w iih those who. wish to be deeeiijed j 
but,men of sense,after reading Jong and con¬ 
fused accounts, recur to main (loints; and, 
when they do that, in this l ase, these are 
the facts that strike them : Douro and Ta¬ 
lavera and "(’uesia chose to go in pursuit 
of Victor j on the 23th oi July Douro and 
Talavera alone “ vanquished” Victor, Cu¬ 
esta having stood by as a spectator > from 
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the 29th of July to the 3rd of August 
Douro and Talavera and Cuesta lay atTa- 
Javera without (budging an inch after the 
"vanquished^^ Victor; on the 3rd of Au¬ 
gust Douro ^d Talavera quits his Vis¬ 
county and leaves his hosjjital to the care 
and defence of Cu«sta, in order to go and 
meet Soult, and to do hk iHisuias effectually 
and witfioitt covtext; on the -Itli of August, 
Cuesta, fearing tiuif, his friciid Douna 
would not ho a match <br “ tlie cursed 
" Soldi,” and seeing the iiuiquklicd Vic¬ 
tor, like a •wounded snake, beginning to 
stir again, went after Talavera and' hin 
army; once more united, on the A lh of 
Augi'st, they', instead of going on to do 
iSouit s business eftertuaily and without 
contest, join togetlTcr and most cordially 
co-operate in getting across the 7'agus, 
lest their retreat should be. ait off. Tiiis is 
the stoiy they tell. Here it is in a few 
short sentences; and, though the people 
in general may not, at once, see the real 
trutli, througli this confu-ed mass of insig- 
iiiiicaiit detail, they will see it in the end; I 
but, I am by no means satisfied, that the 
conviction will produce any pood oOect, 
so complete is the chain of influence and 

«of dependance-Upon the last dispatch 

I observed,'that our Viscount avoided to 
give us even any hint as to the ACTUAL 
NCMBh.RS ot either the Sputtish Army or 
IHy OVV N, while he was wonderfully mi¬ 
nute in Ins accounis of tlte force of the 
I'rcnch, their losses, and all other matters 
relfiting to them. The present dispatch is 
still-m jre strongly marked with that su.s- 
picioHS oinissiom Douro of Wejiesley is 
endeavouring, he is labouring hard, to give 
«s a SiOislactory‘reason for his determina¬ 
tion to get over the Tagus ; that is to say, 
in the language cl the General Order, 
applted to the I'lineh, to from Sriult 
and \ ictor. iiiey had not'^wttuilly joined, 

a will observe; but, he supposed they 
!/ join, and, upon that suppusitipn he, 
in order to avoid having his retreat cutoH' 

' hastened to get over the Tagus. Tn order 
tofsliew as, ihafthij measure not re. 
solved upon vvifliout rcasonabhi cause of 
apprehension, he falls to work, juul has hlh 
hi^ fingers in motion, eountmg the TiW/thei's 
the French. . He takris them m detail; 
tells us how many Souit has and Imvv 
many Victor has left ; and, he brings, at 
last, into the fieki, .50 thousand men, un- 
der tliese tw-o gtem;rals (both of whom he 
M WMytojrfteff, observe) to light against 
hjW .and his Spanish gllieii. Now, l ask 
the reader whether jt be possible f« it not 


to occur to Douro, upon this occasion, that 
his statement was not worth a straw,unac- 
compabied with a statertieiit of his ovin 
numbers and those of Cuesta ? It is a reason 
ui'mtnbers that he is giving us^ and, could 
it have escaped him, that tli.' numbers on 
one side were of no use without those on 
the other side ? No: this could not have 
eseajred him; and it i.s not necessaiy to 
point out. to I he reade.r 'icfiy a stivtement of 
the numbers of our army and of that of 
Cue.sta was omiite j. The reason is too 
plain not to be perceived, even by tbi.s 

hood winked nation.-^But, if cur Baron 

does not choose to give ns a statement of 
nuni'iers, there are those who will do it, 
and w'iio have anne it. To be sure, it was 
Without a parallel to be .so minute, not only 
as to the nurnliers of the enemy, but as to 
w'lat t'u; enemy said if our number.s! He 
ct'uhi lell us wiiat the euoiny said of our 
muifijer.s, hut did not thin!: it necessary to 
tell us himscil what* tlioy were. .No 
thanks to you, then, Baron Douro of Wel- 
Ic.sley, Joscqih Napoleon and his war-mi¬ 
nister wall tell us, and they ,will tell us, 
loo, a little"niore about your “hospital,” 
and about your crossing iltc 'I’agus at tlie 
bridge of Aryo Bispo, to take ttp% defensive 
position, than you have thought prop-er to 

tell us.-The following Puocla.mation, 

signed by Joseph Napoleon, and the Ur- 
UER OF THE Day wliicli follows it, signed 
by Belliard, governor of jVIadrid, arc 
both dated on the loth of August, tw'o 
days, the reader will perceive, after the 
date of Baron Douro’s last dispatch. 

PaocL.vMATioN, Madihd, Auou.st 10. 

“ Soldiersl It i.s scarcely fifteen days since 
“ 120,000 enemies, consisting of Englkh, 

“ Portuguese, and Spaniards, w ho n arched 
“ from di/levent points, rentle/.\ oused under 
“ (he walls of my capital; Imt united on 
" the 2(<th of July at the bridge of Ciia- 
“ nr.rram-a, the 1st and 4ti) corps, and the 
“■ re.serve, defeated, on that day, the enemy. 

" Gn the 27lit he repas.sed, in great haste, 

*' the Albeiche. On the 28lh, attacked 
“ in a posi(ioi) judged uaatlackalile, 80,0(X) 

‘‘ nicn have not been able to contend against 
“ 40.000 Ft'cnch. —From that time, re- 
“ ntimii'iug their chimerical project of 
“ conquest, tlrey have ihouglit but of safe- 
“ ty, and liave aitandoned the field of 

" bi-.ttjle. More than liyOOi) English uounded 
“ urcuumrbospitals.—’Wo leastofourcorps, 

“ the 1st, wa.s judged sufficient tp kectfj in 
" check th.is, army, still so numeirous in 
“ spite of its losses. It rctiniiaed upon tlie 
“oAlhercbe, w'hiJe the 4tlj tWps .aad tha 
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reserve set out on the 29th to succour 
" ToleJo, besieged by the army of La 
“ Mancha, and that of Madrid, meitaced 
« by tlic same army, has forced the enemy, 

" alre-ady within four leagues of the ca- 
“ pital, to reliiKjuish its prey. It has rc- 
“ passed t!)<> Tagus, in the greatest haste, 

" and flies towards the Sierra Morena, after 
■' hiiving abandoiied some tliousanJs of 
killed, wounded and prisoners. The 2d, 

" 5th and (5th curp's are following tlie rear 
“ guard of the enemy’s army* These 
" corps foi med a junction with the 1st 
■' coqjs at Orchason, on the 7th August.— 

" Tht. EiigUak fy ill everi/ way in disorder, 
and by roads ItUlicrlo judged mpraciicable 
“ to artillery. Tlit '2d and 5th corps arc 
“ pursuing them .—Soldiers! you have saved 
my ca|>ital, the King of Slpain thanks 
" you ; you have done more, the brother 
" of your-.Einperor st’es flying before your 
'< eagies the eternal enemy of the rrench 
name. The Enijiefor will know all that 
}'ouhave done, he will acknowledge the 
" brave who have made themselves con- 
' spicuoiis among the brave, those who 
" have reeeivird honourable wounds; and 
“ il he says to us, “ ] am content with 
" you,” s\(! shall be sullieiently reeom- 
“ pensed.” 

'■ Order of the Day, INIadeid, Aim. 

10.-The Eirsi and Eiftli Corps over- 

" took, beyond the bridge of Arcobispo, the 
" rear guard of the English Army, entirely 
" destreyed it, and took from it thirty pieces 
‘5 of cannon, their caissons, a great part of 
their ajuipage, many horses, and a great 
" number ofprtsom rs. —It is also in pursuit 
ol the army of Vanegas, and has made 
“ a great iiumuer of prisoners ; it has re- 
" tired iitto the mountains of Sierra Mo- 
" rena.” , * 

Obsen o again, these papers are of a 
date two days later’ than *the dispa.tch of 
Wellesley, i perceive, that the hireling 
prints do not appear to any attention 
ai all to this statement in the Order of 
^ iiE Day, thmigli corroborated by .loscph 
iNapolePn’s Praclaination, which was writ¬ 
ten, it apjjears, on the 9ih at Toledo. The. 
Iiirelings do not believe a word of the 
flight and disorder, mentioned in the pro- 
clamati<>n; nor of the destruction of our rear 
puird, beyond the bridge qf Arcobispo, and 
the loss of .some of our cannon, baggage, 
and horses; ami the reason why ihe hire¬ 
lings do nut believe any thing of this, is, 
that the event must have taken place be* 
August, and Baron Douro 
©i Wellesley does not say any thing about it.• 
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Now, for iny part, I find quite enough to 
do in believing what he does say, and shall 
certainly draw no favourable conclusions 
from what he docs not say. Not to waste 
time and paper, 1 believe the Order of the 
Day and tlie Proclamation to be substan¬ 
tially correct. Some exaggeration I al- 
w'ays allow for on both sides; but, be¬ 
tween Talavera’s dispatches, and the pub¬ 
lications of Belliard a'nd his sovereign, 
there is this important distinction; that 
while the latter are issued and read upon 
the spot, almost upon the field of battle, 
and, at any rate, amongst those who are, 
from their local situation, able to discover 
any material mis-statcmenl in them;-while 
this is the case with respect to the French 
publications, the. dispatches of our Baron 
are, pnlilished w here it is almost impossible 
to disj.’iove their contents, and where, sup¬ 
posing the truth of those contents to be 
questionable, there are always hireling 
pens in abundance to defend whatever is 
published by authority. Jt must, in most 
cases, be some months oefore any state¬ 
ment, made in a dispatch from abroad, 
can bo ftdiy e.xatnined, and compared 
with facts; by that lime, the examina¬ 
tion becomes useless ; and so it goes ofL 
(-iuite diflerent is it, and must it be, with 
those who have to adilress armies and peo¬ 
ple upon the spot. (By-the-bye, we see no 
Proclamation of our Viscount to his army 
and to the people of his Viscounty). Uuite 
diflerent must it be in that case. If, for 
in-stance, the English army had not been 
overtaken at Arcobispo and been attacked, 
in the manner slated by Belliard, does any 
one believe, that Belliard, who issues his 
Order at Madrid, only about eighty miles 
from Arcobispo, or less perhaps, would 
have .so positively asserted such a fact .> A 
fact, too, of such great importance, a state¬ 
ment entering into particulars, “ 30 pieces 
" of cannon, their covered waggons, a 
" greitt part of their equipage, many horses, 
“ and a great number of prisoners.?” Does 
any man believe, that Belliard, the gover¬ 
nor of Madrid, would Iwve published this, 
if it bad not had, at least, sbme truth in it ? 
Di>eS any man believe, that he would have 
published upon the spot, so gross, so glar¬ 
ing, so impudent, and souseless a falshood.? 
Yet Baron Douro of Wpllesley, thougli he 
wrote ybwr days qfter his passage of the bridge 
of Arcobispo, says not a word about so im¬ 
portant a matter. Let us rdmeinher this ; 
for, in the end, the truth must all come out. 

-Again, if the French had had bat 

IfSOO of our skk and wqgndedieB ia (heir 
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hands, must not the impudence of Joseph 
Napoleon be such as to surpass even those 
who manufacture lies for our home-con¬ 
sumption? ye addresses himself to his Sol¬ 
diers. Some of these, at any rate, must 
know vt'hat an impudent liar he is, if there 
be only 1,500 ofotir poor souls in his hos- 
itals; if that be the case, they must know 
im to be not only a liar but a braggart, 
and,-no niaii likes to be known for such, or 
to expose himself to the risk of it, as he 
evidently most by making such a state¬ 
ment, in so solethn a manner, to those who 
are upon the spot, and thousands of whom 
must be acquainted with the real state of 

tlnf'case.-^-^Yct, he does say, .that there 

are 6,000 ; aye, " more than .six thousand 
ENGLISH woundedT in his hospitals." 
There is groat difl’erence between “ more 
“ than six thousand” and “ one thousand five 

hundred.” -^Tlten, as to the numbers of 

the armies, it is singular enough, that, ex¬ 
clusive of tlic corps of Sir Robert Wilson 
and General Cijgifurd, our hirelings staled 
the allied army at as many within lt),000 
inen^s Joseph Napoleon now states it at. 
He says ] 20,000 all together. Our hire¬ 
lings, before the battle of Talaveia, put it 
104,000, exclusive of the two corps above- 

mentioned.-^Joseph Napoleon says, we 

had 80,000 men in the battle of Talavcra, 
and Victor 40,000. Victor has sent 12,000 
in pursuit of Venegas, he lost (our Baron 
says) 11,000 in the battle of Talavera, con¬ 
sequently he has only 17,000 left, which 
number, joined to Soult’s 2.5,000, who were 
totally discomfited on the Douro," make 
42,000 men ; while we and the Spaniards 
have, according to Joseph Napoleon^s ac¬ 
count, 70,000 men to oppose to them, sup¬ 
posing us to have lost ten thousand at Tala¬ 
vera. i believe Joseph Napoleon’s state¬ 
ment of numbers; and I believe it the 
more firmlj-, because Baron Douro so cau¬ 
tiously,avoids saying any thing that may 
lead us even to gueis at his numbers or 
those of Cuesta. If all had been as it ought 
to be, why shouhl he withhold from us this 
statement of numbers. Joseph Ngpoleon 
talks of numbers; of his otm as well as of 
those of his enemy; but, Joseph iN’ape- 
leon has. J am afraid, real victories to an¬ 
nounce ; and that it is which induces him 

to state numbers.-:-^This nation, w^t- 

ever other faults it may have, is never 
deficient on the score of compassion, 
and, therefore,. I will not harrow up the 
bosoms of my readers by an attempt to 
describe the situation of our unfortunate 
countrymen, and»the dearest relations of 


some of us, lying in the hospitals at the 
mercy of an enemy whom our hirelings 
call Vandals, and that, too, at a place, 
the name of w'hich, makes part of a title 
for their commander, purchased with their 
valour! This commander tells us, indeed, 
that, under any circumstances, it w’ould 
not have been consistent with humanity to at¬ 
tempt to remove any more of the wounded. 
May be so; but, was it aholiUely necessary to 
leave them r The Baron says, I hat he had his 
choice to go, or to slay, and that he chose to 

go, and not to stay.-But, it seems, tliat 

the French are not " Vandals;” that they 
take very good care of our ivounded that fall 
into their hands ; and, that there is every 
reason to sup|)ose, that our helpless coun¬ 
trymen at Talavera " will be well-treated." 
This is a consoling discovery ; and, like 
all other goo<l things, though good in it¬ 
self, it Ls the better for coming precisely at 
the moment that it is wanted. \Ve wanted a 
discovery of this sort; vvc.wanted to find 
out that the French were humane ; this 
was wanted, in order to palliate the cala¬ 
mity, which had befallen our army, and 
which cou'ld no longer be di,sguiscd; we 
wanted the discovery, and we have made 
it. Now, then, let the hireling tribe sfp.y 
their attacks, for a while, at least, upon the 
“ Vandals and let that pensioned dog- 
gj'rel-ntaker,FiTZOEa.vn>, be taught by his 
scttcr.s-on, that though his pen is unequal 
to the task of arousing any good passion, 
it may succeed in arou.sing evil ones. Let 
the turtle-patriots, if they must meet and 
toast, restrain their disposition to abuse llw 
French, merely because they fear them. 
Our new Viscount bears witness to the 
humanity of the French. Oh ! what a 
fact to publish to the people of England ! 
I quesbson but it is, by some people, con- 
sitlered as by far the most melancholy fact 
in the whole of this tiTeiancholy dispatch ; 
and, certain I am, that if any writer in 
England had represented the French as a 
humane and generous enemy, he would, 
by all the hirelings of the day, have beefli 
represented as a most diabolical Jacobin. 
——We now come to the last sentence of 
this dismal dispatch. 1 cannot help re¬ 
peating it. “ 1 have only to lament, that 
“ a new concurrence of events, over which, 
“ from circumstances I had, and could have, 
“ no controul, should have placed the army 
" in a situation to be obliged to leave any 

“ of them, (the wounded) behmd.”-- 

This is dismal, indeed. 1 could almost 
pity the man who wrote it, tl^rugh half a 
• dozen new names bare been lately- tacked 
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to his own. What! " no contrduV’ over 
these events! Did he not ehoose to msjrch 
into Spain? Did he not choose to pursue 
Victor ? Did he noAhoose to fight with 
that Tartar and to “ vanquish” liim ? Did 
he not choose to remain at Talavera and 
not push on after the “ vanquished” 
Victor? And, lastly, does he not ex¬ 
pressly say, that he chose to come away 
from Talavera, leaving his hospital there, 
and that, too, under circumstances that 
made him think it necessary to have 
a diplomatic conversation with General 
O’DoAoghue about the latter’s collecting 
carts, iti order to bring away our poor fel¬ 
lows, who were sick and wounded ! You 
have been made a Baron and a Viscount 
for your deeds through the campaign, for 
your ability, valour, and “ military re- 
“ source and do you now tell us, that 
you had m conlroul” over the events 
that have occurred ? .Why not the same 
controul (tficr, as w'ell as before and during, 
your success; You must take the whole 
of the campaign together. If you had 
“ no controul” in the retreat, you had 
none in the advance ; if none in your de¬ 
feats, none in your victories_If you 

ineiin merely to say: “ I can’t help it;” it 
is very well. The Archduke Charles could 
not help it, the other day; but, he did not 
pretend, that he had “ no controul” ovar 
what was passing. He did not make use 
of any phrase, calculated to produce an 
impression, that he was, in this case, to be 
looked upon as having trothing to do with 

the matter.-It is easy to see, that the 

blame is to fall uponCucsta; but, as far 
as 1 have pow-er in this way, 1 shall make 
a point..of seeing that he has fair play. 1 
have not yet forgotten the fate of poor Sir* 
Hugh and Burrard. Any body'but a 
Weil esley was then to be sacrificed ; and 
we. shall, I am convinced, now see some 
pretty work with regard to Cuesta. The 
thing is now, however, » little more diffi¬ 
cult ; for, it will be necessary to include, 
more or less, the S|)anish army in the blame 
with Cuesta ; and, then, w'c come to the 
fulfilment of my predictions, when the. 
hirelings said, that I was “ instigated by the 

” Devil” -Our Baron seems to have 

been seized with a wonderful degree of 
precaution, all at once. He talks of bridges 
and retreats, counts the numbers of his 
enemies, measures the distances iRey have 
to march before they can get at him, cal¬ 
culates all the chances of defeat with the 
greatest nioity;,does not move a leg, with¬ 
out first looking all round him. Ther^is' 
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a titne for all things; but, with due submis¬ 
sion to the Viscount, 1 am of opinion, that, 
when he got into the situation, described 
towards the close of his dispatqb. the time 
for caution was passed, and tlie time for 
dashing arrived. The time for caution 
wa.s, when he entered Spain. It is ea-sy to 
dash ; it is easy to be “ «, dastier,” when 
the enemy is forty leagues oib or is re¬ 
treating before you with half your num¬ 
bers. Any body can da.sh under such cir¬ 
cumstances. But, the dasher that I like 
to see is, a dasher who falls on upon supe¬ 
rior 7iw}ibers, or who, when in the centre of 
difficulties, resolves upon fighting, instead 
of marching, his way thsough them. Tffet 
is the sort of dasher that I iike ; and is, 

I believe, the sort, which, hitherto, has 
been generally approved of inihi.s country, 
though I will not aitswer for it, that in 
complaisance to the Wellesleys the na¬ 
tion may not acknowledge, that its taste, 

in this respect, has been erroneous.- 

While these things are going on in the 
heart of Spain, tlie ALritucrs is at work 
in the southern part of that devoted coun¬ 
try. I shall have no room, in my present 
number, to touch ujxui any other subject 
than that of Spain ; hut, 1 prefer finishing 
it to the introduction of the Expedition to 
Holland, or any thing else, Spain being 
at this moment, the great object of our 
hopes and our fears, or, rather, of the 
hopes of the foolish and the fears of the 

wise.-This war for Ferdinand VII. was 

first proclaimed by Mr..Canning, at the 
London Tavern, amidst the shouts of loyal 
contractors and stock-jobbers. Just such 
another set has, it seems, rm^ to celebrate 
the arrival of the Marquis in Spain. The 
Account of this celebration is most cu¬ 
rious, and well worthy of being recorded. 
I will, therefore, insert it here, ju.st as I 
find it in the hireling news-papers; and, 
the reader may be assured, that be will 
often have occasion to refer to it. 

Cadiz, 1 S Aug.— —" It is barely pos- 
“ sible to imagine a more remarkable mo-, 
“ ment than that -wbidh hailed the ap- 
" pefirance of his excellency the marquis 
"‘W'elle.sley in .this country; and, as if 
“ purposing to enrol his arrival among 
the rne/norabilia of Spain, PROViDEMCE 
“ seems to have fixed the hour; when overflow- 
ing with adnUration and gratitude towards 
“ his brother, for the signal, services Spain 
“ and her cams had derived from British 
“ courage and British gallantly, under sir 
“ Arthur’s command, on the 2(ith qf >^ly, 
"The day, ushered in fey the ringing of 
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“ bells and the discharge of cannon, was 
'• closed with a most brilliant and ge- 
''neral illumination, and every otlier de- 
“ monstratioii of joy the inhabitants of 
" Cadiz cduld display.—To enumerate 
“ the honours paid to the Marijuis, would 
** exceed the limits of a letter ; his recep- 
tion was.distinguished by niai ks ofenthu- 
** siastic love and veneralitm for the sove- 
“ reign and nation he is come to represent, 
" that assuredly neverhave been surpassed, 
if ever equalled, on any occasion ; and 
which must have been to his excellency, 
" individually, a source of proud and gra- 
“ tifying sensation. An immense con- 
" aourse of persons^ without distinction of 
rank, had assembjed to meet the Mar- 
quis on his landing, and many were 
*' paying hitp the rather unusual compli- 
“ ment, in this country, of drawing tlie 
* carriage, the doors of which were open, 
'* the box ami every part occupied pro- 
" niiscuously by those eager to greet his 
** arrival. His excellency selected one 
" out oJ'the number, and gave him a purse 
’• well stocked with gold, to distribute 
" among his feliovv-eitizens; but the ho- 
“ nest Spaniard, named .fusto Lobato, by 
" trade a shoe-maker, instantly returned 
" the purse, with its contents, to the Mar- 
“ ijui.s ; and in the name, and amidst the 
“ acclamations of the surrounding muiti- 
tuiUi,coupled their thanks I’or his intended 
“ princely gift, with the as.surance, as an 
“ apology for declining it, that the proofs of 
" respect, esteem and gratitude, he was tiien 
" witnessing,were the genuine and univer- 
" sal sentiment of the whole Spanish na- 
tion, who found the only rew'ard they 
could most value in the opportunity of 
" thusmanifcslingtheirfeeliiigs.—The Bri- 
•• tish subjects here, merchants and others, 
" w'ere of course not bchind-hand in the 
“attention due to the Representative of 
“ their beloved Sovereign: through our 
“ worthy and respected Consul, James 
“ Duflj esq. they begged permission to 
•• wait on his Excellency in a body, by 
•• whom they weft received with atlabili- 
tjf and urbafiity, at once honourable to 
“ him, and,flattering to them.—^On Sloo- 
“ day, the 7th inst, the day fixed upon by 
“ the Marquis, the entertainment pre- 
“ pared for his E.\ccllency was honoured 
“ by his presence, that of his suite, the 
“ heads of the Government, Army, !Navy, 
“ and other departments, the British Ad- 
“ miral, and other Officers of distinction, 
“the Sicilian Ambassador, the Pope’s 
** flnacio, seveiial ef the first Gfandecs, 


and other Spanish Noblemen, the prin- 
“ cipal British Merchants, and others con- 
“ nected in the trade of both countries, 
“ (See. &c.—The di^er on the occasion 
" was in the most spacious room Cadiz 
‘‘ could aflbrd,attheLand-gate,orPuertade 
" Tierra; and the whole was conducted in 
“ a manner that reflects the highest credit 
“ on the Managers, at the head of whom 
“ were James Gordon, esq. President, and 
“ Duncan Shaw, esq. Vice President.— 
“ Tw'o regimental bands, Spanish and Eug- 
“ lish, struck up favourite airs to w elcome 
“ the company as they alighted from their 
“ carriages.—At half-past three the table 
“ was served,'and between the removal of 
“ the first and the introduction of the sc- 
“ cond course, the President gave as a 
“ toast, which was drank with three times 
“ three:— 

“ “ His Excelkna/^ the 31ost Noble the 
“ “ ^larquis Wellesley; and may the anspi- 
“ “ eioiis moment qf his iirrival prove the 
“ “presage of continued successes, and of 
“ “ perpetual amity and union helivcen the itvu 
“ “ countriesf’ 

“ His Excellency, in a concise, but most' 
“ admirable speecli, took occasion to ad- 
“ dre.ss the uiwting; and concludedjby 
“ expressing, in a tone of energy and 
“ confidence, in which every one present 
“sympathised, his firm belief and hope, 
“ that a perseverance in the enthusiastic 
“ spirit of attachment to their country’s 
“ cause, which he had remarked since his 
“ arrival, would afford him the gratifica- 
“ tion, before he left Spain, of seeing the 
“liberty of the country firmly establish- 
“ ed on the basis of their ancient institu- 
“ tions, improved and perfected by the ex- 
•' pcrience of modern wisdom.—VV^'lienthe 
“ deseitt W’as placed, independently of the 
“ plateaux, ornaments, and other devices 
“ suited to the day, the table presented a 
“ very pleasing, though perhaps novel 
“ sight, to the British eye, the cloth being 
“decorated with graceful festoons, formed 
“ by variegated coloured leaves of tiif- 
“ ferent odoriferous flowers, terminating 
“ at each end with the Spanish motto:— 

, “ Vivan Fernando Septimo y Jorge 
Terccro.” (1) 

“ After dinner, the following toasts 
“ were given in succession, in both lan- 


(1) “ £ong live Ferdinand the seventh and 
“ George the third.” 

N. B. The opposite end was reversed, 
and George die third placid iuM in the 
motto. 
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‘ gua^es, accompanied with appropriate 
‘ popular Spayish or English airs, marches, 

‘ &c. • 

“ “ Ferdinand the Sevenih” —with three 
‘ times three. 

George the Third” —will) three times 
‘ three. 

“ The following were drank witli three 
‘ only: 

“ “ The Emperor of Amtria, and our other 
‘ “ AUm,”, 

“ " Spain; and may the heroic eforts of her 
‘ “ brave and loyal People terminate in the 
‘ “ complete restoration of her Independence, 

“ “ Liberty, and Glory.” 

“ “ llis Excellency General Don Gregorio 
' “ de lu Cuesla.” 

" “ His Excellency General sir Arthur 
i< <f IJ'clksley.” 

“ “ The Archduke Charles qf Austria, and 
" ‘‘ success to the Austrian Aims.” 

“ “ The Spanish Armies, and their gallant 
“ “ Commanders.” • 

“ “ The British Army^ and their gallant 
“ “ Commanders.” 

“ “ The British Navy.” 

* ” The Spanish Navy.” * 

Given Irv the Marquis before sitting 
down. • 

“ His Holiness the Pafte, and may he Ik 
“ ‘‘ delivered from his actual stale of bondage, 

" as the Children of Israel were frenn the 
“ lattd of F.gypt.” * 

" “ The Supreme Central Junta of Spain, 
“ and may the means employed by them to 
“ “ place tilt country in its present proud situ- 
“ ‘‘ ation, never fail them until thei/ have ac- 
“ “ complistwd the great end to v:hich they 
“ “ have pledged themsehes.” 

“ “ The Immortal Defenders of Saragossa 
“ “ and Gt^ona.” 

“ “ The Heroes of Bai/ten.” • 

" “ The loyal InhabiUmis of the Spanish 
“ “ Colonies, and prosperity to their Commerce 
• and Establishments.” 

“ " The City rf Cadiz, the prosperity of its 
*' “ Commerce, and happinesJof its worthy In- 
‘'"habitants.” 

" At about eight in the evening tlie 
“ dinner party withdrew, to prepare for 
; “ the ball that was to follow at the The- 
; “atrej and at which not only the nobili- 
“ '■y» S*^ntry, merchants, with their ladies 
“ resident at Cadiz, but those of Puerto, 
I “ Santa Maria, Isla, Xerez, and every 
I “ otlier place within reach of th<; very 
^ " short notice that could be given, were 
« invited. The Theatre was most bril- 
*** liantly illdtainated, and so contrived, 
"thatthe sta|e !tnd pit,forming a most 
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" spacious saloon for the aipateurs of 
" diincing, left the first and second range 
“ of boxes tor spectators who chose to ap- 
•• pear in full dress. The third and upper 
•' boxes were for the accomnfbdution of 
" those who came in the visual costume of 
“ the country; and the remaining parts of 
“ the bouse were appropriated. for the 
“ other inhabitants, among whom tickets 
“ of admission had also beeir di.stributed. 

" At the end of the saloon over tlie stage 
" a transparency was placed, with the de- 
" vice;— 

" “ yivan Cuesiay Wellesley, y los bizarro* 

“ " Defensores de la Patria, del dia 28 de 
"•‘Julio.” (2) n—i-' 

“ At the end opposite, and between the 
" portraits of the Kings of Great Britain , 

" and Spain, which were surmounted by 
•‘ the Royal Standards of both Nations, 

" another transparency had the following 
“ inscription: (3) 

Ferdinaiido cl mas aiuado, 

Victima de traiciou; 

To puehio ha de vengarte, 

Coil fe y resolucion. 

Espana, EspaiKa toda, 

8u vota ba de cumplir; 

Porsufey su Hey, 

De veneer o morir. 

" As an attempt to do justice to the 
" splendor of the scene, to the asSeni- 
•‘ blage of rank, fashion, beauty and ele- 
" gance, that graced the Theatre, is out 
" of all question, some faint idearaay still 
“ be farmed, from the fact of between 
" three and four thousand persons hav- 
“ Ing attended; and that, until seven 
“ o’clock on the morning of the Tuesday, 

" the merry dance was kept alive with 
" that vivacitv^ so peculiar to the Spanish 
• " fiiir : at this hour the house was cleared, 

“ and all had retired, highly pleased, 

“ and in perfect good humour with each 
" other.’’ 

Now', for my part, I should not be at all 
surjy ized if this doggerel was majiufac- 
tered here in England, and carried out to 
Spain for the occasion. J'he whole thing t 


((l)‘^Long live Cuesta and Wellesley, «n(i 
“ the vciliaut defenders ,of the Cuiiniry, ua 
“ the .‘’8th .Tuly.” 
fS) Forrlinaiid, most beloved. 

By li treaclieroua foe becmycd, 

Thy people shall avenge tliy esnse, 

With hrmneibS undisiuayed. • 

Each Spaniard’s liean and hand shalljoiup 
And sliout the nafimi’s cry. 

For their Faiih and l lteir King, ^ 

• To conquer or to die. • 
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is so of a piece with the precious fooleries 
that are so frequently witnessed at the 
London Tavern, that I should not wonder, 
if even the toasts had been first written 
here and sent out, ready printed. There 
only w'anted half a score hired singers to 

make the thing sterling English.-It is 

mightily good, to he sure, to see “ the 
*• hour Jixed bjf PROVIDENCE,” in order 
that the reception of tlie Marquis might 
unite, in point of time,'with his Brother’s 
victories ! By this time, the tone of the 
wretched parasites must be changed, I 
suppose, and it would be no wonder, if 
they were to abuse Providence as much as 

.♦hey have abused the French.-Along 

with this account of Wellesley’s reception, 
there has appeared, in*the hireling news¬ 
papers, a letter, or pretended letter, from 
Cadiz, of the I tth of August, which con¬ 
cludes thus :—“ Various reports are abroad 
” of Soult, with the wreck of his army, 
" without artillery, having reached the 
Puerte de Almaraz and surrendered; but 
‘‘ there is nothing certain. The Marquis 
“ left this on the yth for Seville, under a 
grand salute from the Muralla. Everi/ 
“ bod^ has a good opinion of him, and antiei~ 
" pale great things if he is but stationary,-^ 

“ Pay no attention to the reports and gloomy 
« stuf you will have in abundance per the 
" packet. Every thing is going on as well 
« as can he expected in a contest with such • 
“ experienced foes, and with au enemy 
♦* who has so much at stake. Intrigues 
were on foot, and report says Frerc was 
•• made a fool of; but the Marquis has set 

*< towork the right way."-^ -This is curious. 

The reader may be assured, that this was 
not written Without an intended effect in 
England. Poor Frere ! “ made a fool of,” 
indeed! I wonder who could be fool* 
enough to set about that job ? Poor fel¬ 
low ! He that used to cap Such pretty 
-verses in the Anti-Jacobin news-paper ! 
It really grieves me to see him handled in 
this contemptuous way.—— Well; «.but 
there is the Marquis at .Seville, then? 
There he is. 1^ has taken all upon him; 
and, we are told, he has “ spt to wbrk the 
* right way.” lie has told the Spattiards, 
we see, that he expects, before he leaves 
Spain, to see “ the liberty of the counti'y 
“ firmly established.” VVhat sort that li¬ 
berty is of, iionC of us can, perhaps, pre¬ 
cisely tell, but, this we may be assured of, 
that he means to include fayu/siort 
th* French. This is the point. I want 
nothing more than this. He is now where 
I hav^ long wished to see him. He ^as^ 


afraid, 1 dare say, that, when Buona¬ 
parte went away into Germany and took 
nine tenths of his array along with him, 
there would be nothing left in Spain for 
him to do. So was I too ; for, 1 really 
did wish to see how the Marquis and his 
brothers w'ould beat the Ikionapartes, 
though, I must confess, that I liad my sus¬ 
picions that French armies were not quite 
so easily beaten as the armies of the Nabob 

Vizier of Oude.-1 wonder if the Nabob 

Vizier of Oude be alive. I wish poor Pauli 

was.-1 w’ish the eyes of the nation to 

be fixed upon this scene. I wish it not, 
for one moment, to lose sight of the Wel¬ 
lesleys. This is our great family; our 
race of stategmeri.and heioe.s. I will not 
disguise my weakness : 1 did feel a little 
vexed at the thought of the Wellesleys be¬ 
ing sent to Spain, just after Napoleon and 
his army appeared to be got into embar¬ 
rassments in Germany. I will confess, that 
I was mortified at the thouglit of our great 
family being deprived of an opportunity 
of facing the race of Napoleons. The war 
in Germany is now over ; and, really, if 
the Eiiiptror him.self should not return to • 
Spain, it docs appear that the Dukes of 
Belluno and Dalmatia will, .for a time, at 
least, find employment ibr our fahiily. 
Not for long, without doubt; for that 

would be a^nortification indeed.-Some 

V)f the hirelings, enemies of the country, 
have hinted, that our Baron is coming 
home. What! come home ! Oh, no; that 
will never do. There will bi^^uo coming 
home, I trust, for any one. of the family, 
till the battle has been fairly fought out. 
No, no : they have taken to the concern, 
at a moment, too, when Buonaparte was hard 
pushed upon the Danube, and it^will never 
do to transfer it now to other hands. The 
hero of Talavera and Douro has got his 
• titles,, and 1 hope lie will remain to finish 
his work. The hireling prints must, how- , 
ever, be watched ; for, I clearly see, that 
they are endeavouring to prepare the 
public for something of the sort just* 
spoken of. 

W«. COBBETT. 

Botley, Thursday, ! August, ISOf). 

THE EDINBURGH REVIEWERS, 

AND Parliamentary Reform. 

Sir; — I have just read the Edinburgh 
Review on the subject of Parliamentary 
Reform. Knowing the party to which these 
Reviewers belong, it was easy to anticipate!* 
their seatimeuta on this subject; and I was 
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not so curious to Jeam their opinions as to 
ascertain the arguments by which they 
would support them. The article is dong' 
and elaborate, and very philosophical*; 
and I need hardly mention diametrically 
opposite to your opinions. But, as Junius 
has remarked, much is not always proved 
where much is said ; and I think a very 
lew Words only will be necessary to prove 

the complete fallacy of their doctrines_ 

In the first place we must agree with them 
that a vast influence must naturally follow 
the taxes raised to pay the interest of our 
overgrown debt and public establishments; 
and every person must admit that this is 
. an evil wltich a Reform in Parliament 
may palliate but cannot cure. All pa¬ 
tronage, they go on to demonstrate, is 
substantially ve.stcd in the majority of the 
Jlousc of Commons; and that this House 
of Commons is again chosen by “ certain 
individualt who, in consequence of long 
heradiiary connectien and other causes 
which need not be explained, have ob- 
“ tained the power, not only of .securing 
*' their own election, but of several of their 
"friaids also- But the qucstioirof the po¬ 
licy of breaking down tliis monopoly they 
rather evadt> by saying that “ the people 
“ themselves are infected with the love of 
place and emolument;” and that pa¬ 
tronage naturally begets “ a proclivity in 
them,to side with the executive.” They 
therefore recommend to us to goon in the 
old way of playing off one set of the pre¬ 
sent sort (if men against another.-The 

simple answer to all this is, that in the 
present state of things, the majority of tlie 
House of Commons, by their acknowledg¬ 
ment, represents only certain Borough- 
mongers,, whereas in a reformed state it 
would represent the bation. Few jndeed* 
know so little of human nature as to ima¬ 
gine that men will nut always be governed 
fay their own interest; and that the people, 
supposing a Reform to have taken place, 
would not still seek place and emolument 
fay siding with the majority of the House 
pf Commons, or with a ministry chosen 
by them, which is the same thing. But 
in the former case that majority would be 
the representatives of Borough-mongefs, 
in the latter of the nation ; and in the one 
case thp people would have to recommend 
themselves by doing that which was agree¬ 
able to Borough-mongers, in the^other to 
the nation. It cannot be conceived that 
any representation of the whole people 
I and property of the kingdom pcviodicaJly 
raspomiblc to their constituents, could 
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have motives for being corrupt themselves, 
or for countenancing corruption in others. 
When a fair representatfton took place, 
every object of ambition would be acquired 
more easily by legitimate tlvan indirect 
means; and we would then never see a 
ministry endeavouring to keep their places 
by appointing “ any person recommended 
“ by those powerful individuals'* ho 
chuse the House of Commons, “ however 
“ slenderly qualifled, to any situation how- 
“ ever important,” because they would 
have the advantage of the whole to con¬ 
sult, and would be necessitated to rely 
upon the integrity and wisdom of their 
measures alone, for the popularity of th elr^. 
administration. Afew (Borough-mongers) 
may have an interest dillerent from the 
community ; but the nation could never 
have an interest different ffbm its own. 

-^They conclude by remarking “ the 

“ vital necessity of a certain infusion of 
" royal and aristocratical influence” not 
only in the House of Commons, but in the 
election of its members, “ lest jthe control 
** of the executive should be utterly lo.st 
“ and abandoned, and the government be 
" changed into a virtual republic.” But 
supposing a Reform in Parliament to have 
taken place, is it probable that a Parlia¬ 
ment chosen by the whole people could 
have any interest which the King ought 
to stand in the way of? Or if he did, 
should he not be compelled to yield ? .Be¬ 
sides, the horror of such a republic must 
appear not a little extraordinary after 
granting, that all the power of the state 
resides at present in the House of Com¬ 
mons. Would not to reform the House 
of Commons only be to charfge a bad form 
of republican government for a good ? and 
is not a republic, with a king at its head, 
to fill the niche of royalty and keep a ty¬ 
rant out of his place, not only the theory 
of our constitution, but the best of all 
forms of government ? D. D. 

■Montrose, 31 at August, 180Q. 

OFFICIAL^ PAPERS. 

Expedition to Holland. 

*From the London Gazette, Sqn. 2, ISOy. 

A dispatch, of which the following is a 
copy, was yesterday morning received at 
the office of lord viscount Castlereagh, 
one of bis majesty's principal Secretaries 
of State, from lieutenant-geaeral tb« eacl 
of Chatham, dated head-quarters, Bathz, 
August 21), 1801): 

My Lord; Major Bradford delivered. 


SEPTEMBER 9, lS09.—(J3ficial Papers, 
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to meyour lordship’s dispakh ofthie 21st once see, even if the enemy’s force'had 
instant, sighiWng to me his majesty’s been less iimnerous than r^H^cnted, after 
commands I should convey to lieut.- the necessary deiaclnnents to observe tlie 
gen. air Eyre Cohte, the general and other garrisons of Bergen-op-Zootn and Breda, 
oeScers andnroops employed before Flush- and securing our comoiuiiications, hw 
ing, and particularly to those of the artll- very inadequate a force nmstJjave remain- 
le^ and engineer departments, his majes- ed for operations against Liilo and Lief- 
ty’s most gracious approbation of their con- kenshoeik, and ultimately against Ant- 
duct * and which I have obeyed with the werp, which town, so far from being in 
most^entire satisfaction. I h^ the honour the state which h.id been reported, is, 
in my last dispatch of acquainting your from very correct accounts, represented 
lordship with my intention of proceeding to be in a complete stale of defence; and 
to this place, and I should have been most the enemy’s ships had been brought ap 
happy to have been enabled to have an- and placed in security iini'er the guns of 
nounced to Vpur lordship the further pro- the citadel. Under these circumstances, 
'^sess of this”army. Unfortunately; how- however mortifying to me to see the pro- 
ever, it beebmes ray duty to state to your gross arrested of an army, from whose 
lordship, that; froraythe concurrent testi- good conduct and valour 1 had every thing 
mony from so many quarters, as to leave to hope, I feel that my duly left me no 
no doubt of *the truth of the information, other course than to close my operations 
the enemy appears to have collected so here; and it will always be a satisfaction 
formidable a force, as to convince me that to me to think that* I have not been in- 
the period was arrived, at which my in- ducod'lightly to covninit the safety of the 
structions would have directed me to with- army confided to me, or the reputation of 
draw the army under my command, even his majesty’s arms. It was an additional 
if engaged in actual operation. I had satisfaction to me to find that the unani- 
certainly early understood on my arrival nious opinion of the lieutenant generals of 
af Walcheren, that the enemy were as- this array, whom I thought it riglittocon- 
scmbling in considerable force at all points; suit, more out of respect to<-them, than 
but I was unwilling to give too much ere- that I thought a doubt could be eutertiin- 
dit to these reports, and I was determined ed on the subject, concurred entirely in 
to persevere, until I was s uisfied, upon tlie sentiments I have submitted to your 
the fullest information, that all furt.her at- Ibrdsiiip. I am concerned to say, that 
tempts would be unavailable.—From all the ettect of the climate at this unhealthy 
OUT intelligence, it appears, that the force period of the year is felt most seriously, 
of the enemy in this quarter, distributed, and that the number of sick already is lit- 
between the environs of Bergen-op-Zoom, tie short of .'i,00() men. It is my intention 
Breda, Liilo, and Aiitwerp, and cantoned to withdraw gradually from the advanced 
on the opposite coast, is not Idss than position in this island, and sending into 
35,000 men, and, by some statements it is Walcheren such an additional force as may 
estimated higher. Though a landing on be necessary to secure that important pos- 
the Continent might, I have no doubt, •sessiog, to embark the remainder of the 
have been forced^ yet, as the .siege of troop.s, and to hold them in readiness to 
Antwerp, the possession of which could avail myself of his majesty’s further com- 
alone have secured to us any of the ulte- mands; which I shall most anxiously ex- 
rtor objects of the Expedition, was by this j^ct. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 
state of things rendered utterly irapracti- (Signed) Chatham. 

cable, such a measure, if successful, could —:---,r——-*— 

* have led to no s%litL,advantage ; and the COBBE^TT’S 

retreat of the army, which must at an 

early period have been inevitable, wopld ^arllJlIllCntSlEy A/COatCS I 
have been exposed to much hazard. The > •' 

utmost force (and that daily decreasing) The Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth 

that I could have brought into the field, Volumes of tlw above Work, comprising 
after providing fbr the occupation of Wal- tlie Proceedings in both Houses of jParlia- 
chereu and South Beveland, would have ment djiring the last Session, are in the 
amounted toT, about 23,000 infantry and Press, and will be published with all jmm- 
2,000 cavalry. Your lordship must at siWe dispatch. 
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“ Spain will be loat frum the rfrearf of liberty,” 

Sitt F. Bubbett. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Taiavera’s Campaign _^The moment 

the Turtle Patriots had met, and given Mr. 
Canning an ojjportunity of proclaiming 
the principles, upon which the war in 
Spain wa.s to be undertaken by us, that 
moment was it easy to foresee, that Spain 
would be finally subdued by the French. 
It was then, that SirFrancis Burdett uttered 
the prediction, contained in my motto, 
and which prediction is now in so fair a 

way of being speedily fulfilled.-It is 

my intention here to pursue the history of 
the Wellesley Campaign, being sati.sfied, 
that, though fatal to our arms abroad, it 
may become, if properly exposed to the 

people, of some use to us at home.-But, 

first, I must beg the Reader’s leave to refer 
hiju back to the Register, Vol. XIV., under 
the head of Spanish Revolution, where he 
will find, that I was abused outrageously, 
and even considered as a traitor, becau;^ I 
InsistdW on the improba'bility of the people 
of Spain fighting for Ferdinand Vll. and 
the InquUilion. It is, however, surely un¬ 
necessary for me to make particular refer¬ 
ences ; for, during several months, I ceased 
not m}’ weekly endeavours to convince 
the people of this country, that to make 
war for Ferdinand was to do all that in us 
lay to iiAure the subjection of Spain to th^ 
family of Buonaparte. In eyerj* shape 
did 1 put this proposition, in the hope, 
that, in some shape'dT other, it might at¬ 
tract attention. Why I did it, I know 
not; for, there was soi^etbing so absurd 
in the idea of making war for Ferdinand, 
that I, or any one, might have been assured, 
that, with those who were for such a war, 
reasoning was perfectly useless.——Well, 
we are now enjoying the natural efifects of 
this war; we are now in the height of the 
enjoyment of a Wellesley campaign; and 
let us not sutler any part of it to escape our 
notice.--Concluded my last remarks, 

page St'O, We were then speaking of 
the prai^s, which Viscount Talaverabe-i 
stowed upon the Auffimttry (tf the French. 
We noticed, th,at, until then, the French 
Jb^d heeoshy our hirelings, called barba-*. 
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rians; and that the new discovery, relative 
to their humanity, and their tenderness of 
our sick and wounded, was not only valua¬ 
ble in itself, and especially as coming from 
a Wellesley, but was peculiarly vamable, 
as coming at a time when it was so very 

much wanted-^Since the writing‘’*<ff^ 

these remarks ; that is to say, since Thurs¬ 
day, the 7th instant, fresh dispatches have 
been received from my Lord Talavera, 
wliij^hare given us, partly entire, it seems, 
and partly in extracts; that is to'say, that, 
as in the case of the dispatches of the 1st 
of August, a part of them is kept from the 

eye of the people.-We will, however, 

take what we can get. The parties con¬ 
cerned shall not slip through our fingers. 
They shall not ^et out of sight. We will 
have the whole history of this famous Wel¬ 
lesley Campaign in black and white, bear¬ 
ing in mind always, that while we had in 
our Army-List above three hundred generals^ 
this same Sir Arthur Wellesley, this same 
Lord Viscount Talavera, this same Baron 
of Douro, was taken from his office of 
( Chief Secretary in Ireland, to be sent to 
take the command in Portugal; bearing 
in mint!, too, that, of the military part of 
the Expedition to Denmark, all the merit 
was given to him ; and, alv^ays bearing in 
mind, that the hirelings of the Lpndpn 
and country press boldly asserted, that, if 
he had been Iqft the chvf in command in Por¬ 
tugal, the Convention of Cintra never would 
have been made, and that Junot and his 
army would have been brought prisoners 
to England. Let us always bear lhe.se 
things in mind ; and, let us, as we pro¬ 
ceed in the history of this campaign, be, 
very partiwilar in exftmining into the 
groundsqf the bktme, which file Wellesleys, 
ON their partiza,ns, throw upon other per¬ 
sons, whether generals, soldiers, <>r civil 
authorities.-This fresh batch of dis¬ 

patches begin wit,h a letter respecting phr 
unfortunate officers and men, who were 
left in the hospitals at Talavera.—-— Tjbii 
letter, signed by the new Viscoufit, aijd, 
of course, adslressed to Ixird Casilereagh, 
is dated at TruxiKo, ‘JOtlutf Augustj IBOU. 
It is in the following wosfis. 
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« My Lard— .1 wrote some days ago 
" a letter to thd Ereach Commander in 
•* Chmf> which.1 sent to him by lieut.- 
" col. Walters, to request his care and 
attention to the wounded officers and 
“soldiers of the British army who had 
“ fallen into his hands, in return for the 
“ care and atfenlion which I had paid to 
“ tfie Prench oJficersMid soldiers, who had 
"fallen into tny hands at different times; 

" and that he would allow money to be 
“ sent to the officers ; and that officers, 

" who should not be deemed prisoners 
“ of war, might be sent to superintend 
^ * * , and take care of the soldiers, till they 
“ should recover from their wounds, 

" when the officers* should be sent to 
“ join the British army.—1 received a 
“ very civil Snswer from Marshal Mor- 
“ tier, promising that every possible 
“ care should be taken, and every at- 
“ tention paid to the British officers 
and soldiers who were wounded ; but 
“staling that he could not answer 
“ upon the other demands contained in 
“ my letter, having been obliged to re- 
“ fer them to the French Gorrrmander 
“ in Chief.—“-Since the receipt of this 
•' letter, Mr. Dillon, the assistant cora- 
“ missary, has arrived from 'Talr.vera, 

“ having been taken prisoner near 
“ Gcyolia on the !27th of July, previous 
“ to tha action, and having been al- 
lowed to Come away.—He reports 
“ that the British officers and soldiers, 
" who are wounded, are doing remarkably 
“ well, and arc well fed and taken care of 
“ —indeed he says preferably to the French 
"troops,—! ‘propose to send colonel 
Walters with another flag of truce, to- 
‘fmorrow morning, and a letter to the 
Commander in Chief of the French 
“ arlnJ^ requesting that a • sum of mo-. 
“ ney, which I shall send, may be given 
“ teethe officers ; ^nd I shall endeavour 
“ to establish a cartel of exchange as 
“ soon as possible.” 

® This is, as I said^before, the tender point. 
We all feel it heVe, except the 'hireling 
writers, who would say what.they mow 
say, if their mothers and sisters had been 
left wounded at Talavera. The Baron 
knows enough of us to make him very 
anxious to satisfy us upon the score of the 
poor creatures left behind by him at his 
viscounty, Hence we have a letter upon 
this subject alone.—But, what necessity 
was there for the Viscount to talk of 
“ Ftench'officers and soldiers who had 
“ fallen into his tffimds, at diterenttiiSes”? ■ 


fVhen, where, It&w, was this ? Haw mdny 
of them ? And ’where are they now ? 
What occasion was there for talking of 
this ? I do not remember to have heard- 
of his ever having made any French Pri¬ 
soners, a regular account of which was given 
us. He talked indeed of having made 
" some prisoners” in the battle of Talavera; 
but, he did not afford us any chance of 
judging of the number. There are “some” ; 
but, such numbers as this are not worthy 
of notice; and, besides, why does he. not 
say bow many be has in his hands, now T 
He talks of prisoners who have, fallen into 
his hands, at different times; but, not a word 
does he say about prisoners now in his 
hands; or, about prisoners, taken at Ta¬ 
lavera. What can be the reason of this ? 

l,et the hirelings answer the question.-- 

Oh ! the British officers and soldiers, who 
are wounded afid whomdie left behind, "are 
" doing REMARKABLY weW ! Oh * 

“ remarkably weW,” are they ? Very lucky 
indeed ! "Dead men tell no tales,” or some 
of these poor fellows might enable us to con- ’ 
trast the faats with the account of this 
Mr. Dillon, the assistant commissary, who, 

I dare say, knew very well. wliat sort 
of account would be most acceptable at 
head quarters. I do not wish to create a 
belief, that our poor countrymen are suf- 
feiBing more than they are ; but, really, 
when 1 find the Baron, in his letter ^f the 
8th of August, saying, that, on the 3rd, 
the wounded at Talavera were iiuso bad a. 
way, that, under any circumstances, it would 
not have been consistent w'ith humanity 
to attempt to remove them, 1 cannot help 
fearing, that, in so very few days, and, 
perhaps, few hows, afterwards, when Mr. 
Dillon saw them, they could scarcely be 
said to\)e. “ doing remarkably well.” On 
the 8th, when the Baron of the Douro had 
to announce to us the fact, that he had left 
his wounded behind at Talavqra, he seem¬ 
ed to think it necessary to state every 
thing he could call to mind, in order to 
shew, that the step could not be avoided. 
Therefore, he told us of the circumstance, 
that the state of those wounded persons 
was such, that, under no circumstances, 
would it have been consistent with huma¬ 
nity to attempt their removal.. Now, it 
remains to assure this nation, that these 
unfortunate people luwe not suffered fro^ 
the leaving: <ff them ^hind; and, accordin^l 
ly l^r. lotion (assistant commissary) is jo 
good as to hiring the intelligence, that they 
" are - doing remarkably well!”——-But, 
the catise of this well-doing in still iaor0 in* 
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teresting to us; namely, that «they are 
« toeii fed and taken care qf indeed, he 
says, •• prferqbly to the French troops/^ 
Now, though a late Chief Secretary of Ire¬ 
land, which place was kept vacant for him 
all the while he was at Copenhagen and at 
Cintra, might be asked where lie found the 
grammatical principle or example for say¬ 
ing that people are prqferaJblp well fed and 
preferably icell taken care (f, we can under¬ 
stand his meaning, which, doubtless, is, that 
our w'ounded are better fed and taken care 
of, than the French wounded are ; and, 
taking this for granted, we cannot enough 
admire, the luck of this nation, in having 
made such a discovery, just at the critical 
moment when such a discovery w’asw'ant- 
ed. The fact, how'ever, is this ; that, as 
Viscount Talaw ra asserts, upon the autho¬ 
rity of one of his Assistant Commissaries, 
our wounded are taken better care of by 
the French, than th§ir own wounded are. 
This is excellent. Well, then, it is not 
true, that the French are “ Vandals and 
what the pensioned poetaster, Fitzgerald, 
has said of them, in this respect, is false. 

-But, w hat say our hirelings upon this 

subject ,1 was sure, that they would be 
pinched by this report on French huma¬ 
nity, made by one of their own heroes. 
Do they corroborate his statement > No ; 
by no means. They take occasion to«t- 
ter fresh charges against the French, in 
this respect; and that, too, though" not 
upon my Lord of Douro’s authority, upon 
ihat of English officers, made prisoners in 

Spain.-The Morning Post, of the very 

day when the above letter of the Baron 
was published, contained the following 

paragraph.-“ Horrible Cmelties qf the 

" French !——The shocking excesses than 
“ have been committed in Spain jfhd Por- 
“ tugal appear in their rg^ital incredible, 

" were they not sanctioned by the voice 
“ of Truth. A party of English Officeks, 

" captured in Spain, parsed through Tours 
" a few days ago, on the road to Verdun. 

" They witnessed repeated instances of 
‘‘‘ the French troops having impaled women, 

" in a state of nudity of crut^ying ecclesi- 
'* ostips and monks, in a similar condition ; 

“ of inhumanly butchering helpless children ; 

" and of various other instances of savage 
“barbarities. In Saragossa alone, more 
“ than 60,000 unfbrtunate objects were 
" victims of Lasnes’s unrejenting^nd mer- 
*' ciless fury; and these inhuman and 
“dreadful acts were sanctioned .and en- 
“ cwuraged by the Imperial Sanguinary 
If whose callous, cadaverous soul ha^ 


“ been habituated, for these 15, yeari 
“past, to glut and prey on the vital* 

“ of thousands.”-then, there are, 

it would seem, from this, •some English 
officers, who have been captured, that is to 
say, taken prisoners, in Spain ; though this 
is the first time w'e ever heard of the fact ? 
So, so! “ Captured in Spain,”and passing 
oh their way to Verdun in France ? These 
miut, 1 presume, be part of the “ missing," 
of whom Viscount Talavera speaks in his 

letter of the 29lh of July ?-And, these 

English officers saw', we are told, by a 
most desperately government news-paper ; 
they saw repealed instances of the Fre ng h 
liaving “ impaled women in a state qf na/Ero- 
ness; of having crucified ecclesiastics and 
“ monks, also in a state of nakedness ; of 
‘'-butchering helpless children; %nd,that these 
“ ads are committed with the approbation 
“ and with the encouragement of the Im- 
“ perial sanguinary Tyger, whose callous 
“ and cadaverous soul has been habituated 
“ to glut and prey upon human vitals.” 

-^It w'as not, then, a casual thing; it w'as 

not of military execution; it yvas not of 
the putting of a town to the sword ; it w'as 
of" repeated instances;” and those by the 
authority of the Emperor Napoleon; it was 
of a settled and general practice that these 
English officers had been the observers. 

-Well, be the fact so; but, how does it, 

square with the impression conveyed to 
our minds by this dispatch of my Ixird of 
Talavera and of the Douro ? Be the fact 
so ; but, remember, then, thou hireling, 
that it is to the care, the kindness, of those 
who impale W'omen naked, and who, in 
cold blood, butcher innocemt children ; it 
is, remember, thou hireling, it is to the ten¬ 
der mercies qf such people, that your herc|,has 
left our countrymen, the sick and wounded 

at Talavera.-Such, then, are amongst 

the consequences of this war for Ferdinand. 
Let the Turtle Patriots (who, it appears, 
are about to conjure up a pretence for 
feasts and bonfires wherewith to amuse the 
rabble and dazzle thfe eves of the people in 
general) ; let these Turtle,Patriots, when 
they meet again,, utter their curses upon 
the “'ferocious French,” and then sing the 
praises of him, who has left his sick and 
wounded to their humane care. Let them do 
this; but, I hope, that*the nation in ^ne- 
ral will seethe whole thing in its true light; 
and, if they do, it must finally lieadVto 
:ood.—-—The next dispatch relates 
OB&RT Wilson's defeat, and is date 
Troxillo,OQ the 2 1 st of August, 1109/ 

After this letter, 1 sball‘insert that 


S 
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I(olerlBiittEfe|f to the Visco dated at 
Mirand.de Castenar, on the 13 th of Au¬ 
gust. Both letters are well w'orthy of at¬ 
tention. * ■ 

• tjord Tolavera’s lietter to Lord Catfle- 

reagh'j dated 2.\U Aug. IbOS---"My 

“ Lord ; When I inarclied from Tala- 
“ vera on the 3rd inst. with a view to 
•* oppose the French tor|>9 which we had 
“ beard had passed thiough the Pnerto 
, “ de Banos, and had arrived at Plasen- 
“ cia, Sir Rohcrt Wilson was detached, 
" upon the left of the army, towards Es- 
caloiia ; and before !inarched on that 
'^morning, 1 put him in communication 
“ with the Spanish General Cuesla, who 
“ it had been settled was to remain at 
“ Talaveva. , 1 understood that (Jeneral 
“ Ctiesta put Jur Robert in cominunica- 
*' tionwitb his advanced guard, which re- 
'• tired from Talavera on the night of the 
*' 4th. — Sir R. Wilson, however, did not 
“ arrive at Valada till the night of the 
4th, having made a long march through 
" the mountains; and as he was then 
“ six leagues from the bridge of Arzo 
“ Bispo, and had to cross the high road 
“ Ifoin Oropesa to Talavera, of which 
•* the enemy was in possession, he con- 
“ ceived that he was too late to retire to 
'« ArzoBispo.andhedeterminedtomove 
“ by Venta St. Julien and Centinello to- 
" wards the Tietara, and across tliat 
“ river towards the mountains which se- 
parate Castile from Estremadura.— 
“ Sbme of Sir R. Wilson^s dispatches 
•' having missed me, I am not aiyare by 
" which of ^e passes he went through 
" the mountains, but 1 believe by Torna- 
»'acas. He arrived, however, at Banos, 
“''on the 11th, and on the 12th was at- 
“ tacked md defeaiedhy the French corps 
" of Marshal Ncy, . which, with that'oT 
“ $oult, returned to Pjasenci^ on the 
«« 9th, loth, arid 11 th, that of Ney bav- 
“ ing since gone on to Balaihanca.— I 
, “ iaclpse Sir R. Wilson^s account of the 
** action.. He h&s been very (tctive, in- 
“ telligeat, anh us^ul in the compiand of 
•• tfm Portuguese and Spanish corps, il'ith 
“ which he wasdetached from this army 
“ —Befiwe the battle of the' 2Sth of 
“July, he had pu^ed his parties almost 
“ to the gates of' Madrid, with which 
“city be was ."in corhmunic/^^^^^ and 
' “ he would litre bjsea in Madrid, if I 
“ bad not thpught it prtiper to call him 
“ jn, in exdecttttipnbf ihhit general ac- 
“ tioii wHich’tdpk iplace the ®8th df 
“ July, lie aRerwards atartfied the 


“ enemy, on the right of Iiis army; and 
“ thrhughont the service, shewed himself 
“ to be ah active and intelligent partizan, 
“ veiluequttiniiid with the country, in which 
“ he was acting, and possessing the con- 
“ hdence of the troops which he com- 
“ manded.—Being fiersuaded that his 
“ retreat was not open by Arzo Bispo, 
“ he acted right in taking the road he 
“ did, widi which he was well aetjuaini- 
“ ed ; and although .unsuccessful in the 
“ action which he fought (which may 
“ be well accounted for, by the supe- 
“ ricA" numbers and description of the 
“ enemy’s troops), the action, in my opi- 
“ nion, docs him great credit.” 

The manner and terms of this letter, as 
far as relates personally to sir Robert Wil¬ 
son, are very remarkable. ’ “ He 'arrivcd 
" at Banos on the 11 tb, and, on the 12th, 
“ la was attacked and d^euted, by the 
“ French corps of Mih'sh^} Ney.” Short 
and dry. Very little cerembhy about poor 
Sir Robert and his troops, “ He has been 
“ very active, intelligent, and «s^h/, in the 
■“ command dfSpantaA and Porfagaf sc corps; 
“ he has (lower down) shewed himself an 
“ active and intelligent PARTIZAN well 
“ acquainted with the country in wliich Ife 
“ was acting; and (lower down) although 
“ unsucces^ul in the action which he fougtit, 
“ the action, in my opinion, does him great 
“ credit.” This is the sort of praise ; it 
is the style of praise, given to a guide; or, 
at best, to the commander of aif-escort; 
or, at the very utmost, to some man of 
very inferior rank, who accidentally has 
been entrusted with a command. “A 
“partizan,” indeed ! Let us read his letter, 
and see, whether it discovers, cither in its 
composytion, or in the acts which it nar¬ 
rates, any inferiority of talent in its writer. 

Sir Robert ‘Wilson!s Letter to the tmv 
Lord Talavera, dated 13 August 1S09— 
“ Sir^—I have the honour to acquaint 
“ you, that I wSs on march yesterday 
“ morning on the road of Grenaddia 
“ from Aidea Neuva,toj-estore my com- 
“ munication with the allied army, when 
“ a peasant assured us, that a cousider- 
“ able quantity of diMt,'which we per- 
“ ceiyed in the road 6f PlaSencia, pro- 
“ ceeded fiuin the march of a body of 
“ thj enemy.-—I immediately returned^ 
" andjhok post in front of Banos, with 
".rHypieketsin.advance of Aidea NeuVa, 
“ sefebting sUch points for defence as 
“ the exigency of the tirhe permitted.— 
» " The e'neiny^s cavalry sfllyanced on the 
“ high rbaiSi, anil drdVe back my small 
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cavalry posts; but a picket of Spaaish' / 
« infantry, which I had concealed, pour- 
" ed in on the cavalry a steaTly and 
‘‘well directed fire, that killed and 

“ wounded many of them_^'i’be 200 

“ Spanish infantry in advance of Aldea 
" Neuva, continued, under the direction 
ot Col. Grant and their uibcers, to 
“ maintain their ground most gallantly, 
until the enemy’s cavalry and chas- 
“ seurs a cheval, in considerable bodies, 
appeared on both flanks, when they 
were obliged to retreat.—The enemy’s 
V chasseure a cheval and cavalry ad- 
vanced in great numbers in every 
direction, and pushed to cut oil’ the 
" legion posted between Aldea Neuva 
*' and Banos; but, by the steady con- 
“ duct of oflicers and men, the enemy 
“ could only advance gradually, and 
“ with a very severe loss, from the com- 
*• manding fire thrown on them.—The 
“-Merida battalion, however, having 
“ given way on the right, a road was laid 
“ open, which cut behind our position, 

“ and I vvas obliged toorder a retreat on 
“ the heights above Banosf, when I was 
“ again necessitated to detach a corps, 

“ in order to scour the road of Monte 
“ Major, by which I saw the enemy di- 
“ reccing a column, and which road 
“ turned altogether the Puerto de Banos, 

“ a league in our rear.-i—At this tftne, 

“ Don Carlos Marquis de Estragne came 
“ up with his battalion of light infantry, 

“ and, in the most gallant manner, took 
“ post along the heights commanding 
“ the road of Banos, which enabled me 
“ to send some of the Merida battalion 
“ on the mountain on our left, com- 
“ manding the main road, and which 

“ the enemy had tried to asceird_TRe 

“ battalion of light infantry, and thede- 
“ tachmentoftha legiod on its right, con- 
“ tinned, notwithstanding the enemy’s 
" fire of artillery and musketry, to main- 
*• tain their ground f but, at six o’clock 
“ in the evening, three columns of the 
“ enemy mounted the height on out 
“ left, gained it, apd poured such a fir# 
on the troops longer^de- 

“ fence was iit^'ractieii^le, and *tbe 
“ whole was obliged on the 

mountains on our lift, leaving open 
“ tha main road, along which a consi* 
derable column of cavalrj immedi* 

** ately poured.—^The battalion of Se- 
" ville tod been left atBejar, with or- 
ders to follow roe ,next day, but when 
" I was .obUgftd to retiiin# and the acs i 


“ tion commenced, I'order<^ it topuer^ 

“ Bands, to watcli the Monte M^dr rpai^, 

“ and the heights ip the rear of our,left--— 

“ When the enemy’s cavalry came near, 

“ an officer apd some tfragoons calletl 
“ out to the Commanding Officer to 
“ surrender, but a volley killed him and ’ 
" his parly, gnd then tne battalion pro- 
“ ceeded to mount the heights, in which 
movement, it was attaiiced and sur- 
“ rounded by a column of cavalry and 
" a column of infantry, but cut its w ay 
“ and cleared itself, killing a great 
“ many of the eneniy; especially of his 
“ cavalry.—The enemy is now passing; 

to Salamapca with great expediii***; 

“ 1 lament that 1 could no longer arrest 
“his progress; I but, when the enor- 
V mous superiority of the enemy’s force 
“ is considered, and tliat we had no 
‘'artillery, and that the Puerto de Bands, 

“ on thel^tremaduran side, is not a pass 
“ of such strength as on the side ofCas- 
“ tile, especially without guns, I hope 
“ that a resistance for nipe hours,,which 
“ must have cost the enemy a great 
“ many men, w ill not he deemed inadfs> 

“ quate to our means.—I liaye to ac- 
“ knowledge the services rendered me 
" on this occasion by Colonel Grant, 

" Major Heiman, Don Fermen Marquis, 

“ Adjutant-Major of the Dragoons -of 
“ Pavia, Captain Charles and Mr. Bql- 
“ mon ; and to express the greatest ap- 
“ probation of two companies of the 
“Merida battalion, advanced in front, 

“ and of the Commanding Officer and 
" soldiery of the battalions of Seville, 

“ and the Portuguese brigade. I have 
" already noticed the distinguished con- 
“ duct of Don Carlos, and his battalion 
" merits the highest encqminms.-—Ibave 
<*' not been able to collect the returns of 
“ our loss. From the nature of inoun- 
“ tain warfare, many men are missing, 

" who cannot join for a day or two, but 
" I believe.the enemy will only have to 
“ boast that he has achieved hjs passage, * 

" and lys killed and wounded will be*a 
" great diminution of hiS victory.” 

• Partizan, or^partizan not, it ajipears that 
the Spaniards and Portogue.se, of whom 
our Baron segms to have no reason to 
boast,, really fought, and fought well, t«>o, 
dflwlcr Sir Robert fFilswi, which shews Sir 
Robert to befit for something beyond .ser¬ 
vices of a mere partizan, oile of wlipse I 
jminent .talents or qualities wa.S, b^ 

“ U’cW acquainted vdlh the country in vm 
'* he wiis actiijg.” Thj^ letter 
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to be some^ing liibre than a person a little 
above & guide; indeed, as far as I 
ha\’e had an opportunity^ of hearing peo- 
ple*s opinionSi this letter has excited no 
small degree of regret, that Sir Robert had 
not filled a much higher situation in our un- 
foritmate army. Sir Robert might Re '* de- 
"/caifcd;” but, be does not say so; nor 
does he say any thing to justify the la¬ 
conic sentAce in my Lord Talavera’s 
letter : “ he was attacked and defeated by 
« the French corps under Mai'shal Ney.” 
This letter does, in my opinion, contain 
nothing to justify that sentence. He was 
compelled to retire ; he got off as fast as 
fle''fcould ; and so did our Baron from Ta- 
lavera, but the Baton no where acknow¬ 
ledges, that Ae was beaten, or “ defeated.” 

- --But, the .great merit of Sir Robert’s 

letter,'is, that it accuses nobody ; cotnplains 
of nobody; throws the blame uppn nobody ; 
but, on the coirtrary, contains high enco¬ 
miums on the Spanish and Portuguese 
troops. Now, to me, it is, 1 must confess, 
very strange, that the troops of these na¬ 
tions should fight so well, when with Sir 
Robert Wilson, and that those in company 
with our army and the Baron, should incur 
so much blame. This is an observation 
that must have occurred to every one j 
and, really, I ampersuaded, that most men 
will look upon sir Robert’s letter as going 
very far towards proving, that, if the army 
under Cuesta did not behave, well, the 

fault was not wholly in that army.-^We 

now come to the last of these letters, which, 
indeed, is not a letter, but an extract of a 
letter. It is dated, like the last* letter of 
the Baron, at l^uxiilo, and, like that letter, 
on the 2Ist of August. Now, why should 
a commander, write from the same phtee, , 
and on the same day, two letters to the 
same persm? He writes si whole lejter 
about Sir Robert Wilson ; but, why not 
hate made '\tpar{ of a letter. Why not 
have put us in possession of that story 
along with the other story ? Why sepa> 

^ate them ? Why write two letters ? - 

The reader will s8(y : “Why 4,0 you ask 
“ all these questions, when you can see the^ ’ 
“ reason as plainly as you can see the pen 
that is in your hand?” Very true ; 
and it is idle to waste one’s time in this 
way ; for, it is absolutely impossible for 
us not to see the reason for thus dividing 
a dispatch of the same date' into distinct 
' letters.—:-^Now, then, let us see this ex~ 
Sract of aletter, and guCss at what we can-. 

' nol^get a sight of.,. 

** General Cu^ta moved Bis head-, 


-Talavera's Can^igk (SGi 

“ quarters from the neighbourhood of 
“ the bridge of Arcobispo on the night 
“ ofihe 7th inst. to Peralecade Garbin, 
“ leaving an advanced guard) consisting 
“ of two divi.sions of infantry, and the 
“Duke D’Albuquerque’s division of 
" cavalry, for the defence of the passage 
“ of the Tagus at this point.—The 
" French cavalry passed the Tagus at 
“ a ford immediately above the bridge, 
“ at half past one in the afternoon of 
“ the 8th, and surprised this advanced 
“ guard, which retired, leaving behind 
“ them all their cannon, as well as those 
“ in the batteries constructed for the 
“ defence of the bridge.—-The General 
“ then moved his head-quarters to the 
“ Mesa d’lbor, on the evening of the 
“ 8th, having his advanced guard at 
“ Bohoral. He resigned the command 
“ of the army on .the 12th (on account 
“ qf the bad state of his health), which 
“ has devolved upon General Equia. 
“ The head-quarters of the Spanish 
“ army are now at Deleytosa.—It ap- 
“ pears that a detachment of Vanegas’s 
“ army had some success against the 
“ enemy, in an attack made upon it in 
“ the neighbourhood of Aranjuez, on 
“ the 5th instant. General Vanegas 
“ w'as then at Ocana, and he. had dc- 
“ termineil to retire towards the Sierra 
“ Morena; and, after the 5th, he had 
“moved in that direction. He re- 
“ turned, however, towards Toledo, 
“ with an intention of attaeftiug the 
“ enemy on the 12ih ; but, on the 11 tb, 
“ the enemy attacked him, with Sebasr 
“ tiani’s corps and two divisions of Vic- 
“ tor’s, in the neighbourhood of Almo- 
“ racid. The action appears'.to have 
" lasled some hours ; but the French 
“ having at last gained an advantage on 
“ General Venegas’® left, he was obliged 
“ to retire, and was about to resume his 
“ position in the, Sierra Morena.—On 
“ the 9th, lOth‘, and 1 Ith, large detach- 
“ mento of the French troops, vJbich 
“ had come from Plasencia, returned to 
“ that quarter ; and on the 12th, they 
attacked' and defeated Sir R. Wilson 
“ irt the Pd€,rto diiS Banos, on their re- 
“ turn to Saiamanca.—It appears now, 
“ that the Ftonch force in this part of 
“r^pain is distributed as follows; Mar- 
“ shai Victor’s corps is divided between 
“ Talavera and La Mancha ; Sebas- 
“ tiani’s is in La Mancha; Marshal 
“ Mortier’s at Oropesa, Arzobispo,'and 
“ Navalnora ; Marshal Soult’s &% l*la< 
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« sencia; ^id Marshal Ney’s at Sala- 
« nianca.—I>istress For want of proyi- 
*' signs, and its elJects, liavc j^t last 
" obliged me to move towards the frontiers 
“ qf Portugal, in order to refresk'tny troops. 

*• in my fgrmer disjjaiches, I have in- 
“ fqrmed your lordship of our distress 
“ for the want of provisions and the medns 
“ of transport. Those wants, which were 
" the first cause of the loss of many ad- 
" vantages, after the 22d of July, which 
were rnade knotm to the Government, 

“ and were actually known to them on 
“ the 20th of last month, still exist in an 
‘'aggravated degree; and, under these 
“ circumstances, 1 determined to break 
“ vp, on the 20th, from Jaraicejo, 

“ where I had had my liead-quarters 
“since the 11th, with the advanced 
“ posts on the Tagus, near the bridge of 
“ Alinarez, and to FALL BACK upon the 
“frontiers of Portugal, where 1 hope 1 
“ shall be suppli,ed with every thing I 
" want.” 

Here we have move towards Portugal;” 
we have “ break up;” we have “fall back;” 
we have any thing but that jjhrase, which 
alone could convey a correct idea of the 
movement in question united with its 
cause and motive. In the ever-memora- 
ble General Order, intended to blazon 
forth the fame of Wellesley, Victor’s re¬ 
fusing to wait for ofiered battle is called 
ii\\“ escape.” But, when this sameWel- 
le.sley himself, so far from waiting for of¬ 
fered battle, is pushing on as fast as pos¬ 
sible to get quite out of the reach of the 
French, he calls it moving towards Portu¬ 
gal ; breaking up; falling back, in order to 

refresh his troops.-To re/rrsA his troops ! 

Is that all ? Whal, keep on marching, day 
and ni*ght, in order to refresh his troops? 

-But, he is in want oiprovisions also. 

Well! and must not ihe^c/iw//^ be in want 
of them? This does appear to me,very 
unaccountable ; that the enemy should be 
able to pursue us ovej a country, whence 
we are induced to fail back, merely for 
want of provisions. If thi^die the case, 
let us give up the contest at bhee, for 
quite useless to attempt to maintain^jp-' 
against an enemy, who •itjlf live upcm the 
leavings of that which. ‘wi^Cannot exist 
upon.—-The Spanish government is Wa?«- 
<td, in unqualified terms, even in the extract 
which we are permitted to seef and, I 
leave the reader to jiidge of the manner in 
which they are spoken of in the fet/er itstAf. 
As to this matter, it is very plain, that a 
quarrel hatyiieen the Viscount and the . 


Junta has taken placid, or must soon take 
place. But,'it appears to me, that, ill 
whatever degree the Junta are to blame, 
their neglect can form no justification for 
our Baron. They may be to blame for 
not having provided food ana the means of 
conveying it •, but, he is still to blame for 
having moved forward, without having 
jrreviously secured those means and that 
food. Besides, how does it happen, that 
he got forward so well? Wfe heard of no 
fault about provisions, until after the Tar¬ 
tar-catching affair at Talavera. Indeed, 
Imv could he advance so far without provi¬ 
sions f I am afraid, and, to speak my mind, 

I am quite satisfied, that the Junta are not 
at all to blame; and, 1 shall be muCn 
disappointed, if it does not finally ap¬ 
pear so to the satisfaction of the whole 
country. He must have known well, very 
well, that the Junta had but little power 
and less money; he must have known 
how difficult sir John Moore found it to get 
any supplies from the people as he passed 
along; and, indeed, it requires but very 
little reflection to be convinced, that, un¬ 
less you have magazines provided before 
hand, or are prepared to make free with all 
you find, and even to enforce a discovery 
of hidden provisions, you ought not to 
attempt to move a mile in such a country 
as Spain, and particularly in the part of 
Spain where our poor miserable army has 
been. There is no excuse, therefore; and 
as to the Viscouni’s attempting to throw 
the blame upon the Junta, 1 really do not 
think it fair, especially as the publication 
of his dispatch takes place and not 
in Spain.——As connected with this, there 
is a report, stated in th; news-p^ia^m of 
the Marquis brother having in 

producing a very material chan|^; in the 
government of Spain ; nothing less, in¬ 
deed, than the breaking up of Ok Jwita, B.nd 
the erecting of a Regency, in the person of 
the Aijchbishop of Toledo. This is, to be 
sure, merely a news-paper repiTrt; but, 
if it should prove true, we may, I think, 
pretty safely calculate upon a speedy ter¬ 
mination* of the contest in Spain!- 

should here offer a fev? comluding re- 
»m*arks, tending to shew what this natiori 
has already sufiered from having meddled 
in this contest upon a w'l ong principle ; 
bu^, there are extracts of two letters, 
copies of which have appeared iri, the 
l^ni^ibh news-papers, that I nnistnot,hpon 
this occasion,,ora it to notice, fesppcially 
as, if' authentic, they amply accotmt for 
o«r b^iing allowed to see only tax extract of 
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oiif Vfscoaot^s last ®*‘ 

tracts bf I'ettbrs are of a nature not to 
be iii|ierted by ^e, without quoting the 
print, whetabe f take them; anti therefore I! 
state tKat thby are. tafen from the Morning \ 
CArtMtkk of Saturday, the Dth instant, in 
w^icbjpaper ihey were inserted with a sort 
rf preneb, as fol low's: 

“ The letters from Lisbon supply ns 
" with fitlle intelligence in addition to 
hatbase before febeived. The 
" packet left the mouth of the Tagus, 

" according to the log-book, on the 
" 23d tilt. At that time there were 
" Very few troops in Lisbon, the de- 
tabhmehts having marched, as soon 
" as they were lauded, on the road to 
" Elvas, to reinforce ihe army under 
“Lord Wellington. Previods to the 
" arrival of* the Cork fleet, there Tvere 
" only three ships in his Britannic Ma- 
"jesty’s service in the port of Lisbon. 

“ These were transports, and bn board 
" one of them the Admiral's flag 
" wa? hoisted.—The following are ex- 
" tracts from two of our. letters: 

Lisbon, August‘2\, I fiOQ. 

^" Sevtral Offiixrs having arrived here 
‘‘ laiHy uiiihout '^proper leave of absence, 

" the Commandant of Lisbon, Colonel 
" Eeacock^ of the Guards, in the Gene- 
" ral Orders of Friday last, says, that all 
** (pji^rs who return from the amiif with- 
" out ike Commander qf the forces' leave, 
“ are to be. put under arrest; and 
" further, that in consequence of the 
*’falx and yofatourable reports made 
' •* Ja»gtish Oncers and privates of the 'st ate 
the ^riiuh army in Epain, that in 
" wiife ail ^lificlcrs and privatescircu- 
latiqg such*%Woi!isj'eports, are to be 
^.w^aiately tried by a Court-Martial, 
^^ t^d sentence to be put in immediate 
" ex^iion. It has been said, that the 
"advance column of CTeneral Beres- 
" ford's arniy has bqen tak^ by the 
"French. It has been i-epii^d these 
" three or four days, with gr^f ebnfi- 
* " dence, that Graeral Beresfefd was in j 
" tbfe rear of Sbuft, and that atr A. 


" fedey was advancing in his front,-iiiid 
" fhk^Myas impossible for him’tp get bff 
flsi^ben tranmorU arrived hare 
»/ ye%i^ay fronj^Cbrk, vyith liO at^l- 
, "lerymbh, mad^^3 horses.—By a 

" sel tbat ardt^^^ yesterdax.fi’qm 
" C^iz, it~ s^d and beije^^ at 

Stviart, with 
had taken 
wb^ 



" made prisoners of w'ara-^Papep 33 per 
« cent, uisqouht. 

■■ « Lisbon, Ayg, 22, 1S09. 

" The Princess Charlotte packet 
•• which was to sail this morning is post- 
” poned until to-morrow morning; the 
'* mail is to be closed this night at eight 
" o'clock. I have put a letter in the 
" mail last night, with the papers of Sa- 
" turday and yesterday. The only 
" news I have now to add to wfiat I 
" have said in that letter, is that sir 
" Arthur Wellesley has been udder the 
painful necessity,' (as he says himself) 
6i breaking several Officers for their cow- 
ardly and inattentive conduct in the severe 
" battles itiUh the French in Spain. One 
“ Officer, who had the command of a 
“ detachment, ran away from his men, 
•• but thev w'ere led on by the serjeants, 
“ and behaved in the most heroic man- 
« ner. He is named in General Orders, 
and ordered to be arrested wherever 
“ iie is to be found. 1 am told he lias 
“ been seen here, at Lisbon. . It is use- 
“ less to name him.” 

Now', I do not by any means say, that 
these are ti-ulhs; but, they have been 
published nearly a week, and‘ have not 
yet, as far as I have observed, been contra¬ 
dicted, either officially or non-officially. 

—The Orders, said to have been issued 
at Tiisbon, are, I must confess, a little in 
the Calcutta stile ; but, I should hope, that 
the fact is not so ; 1 should hope, that no 
such Orders were ever published by a 

British Officer.;--Wc have long been in 

the habit of lauglling at the “ poor 
" French,” for not daring to publish any 
news ; but, if these Orders be authentic, 
th^ "poor French” may have thejr laugh 
iit their turn. It is true, that our people 
are prohibited from publishing bad news 
only; and may vent, as much as they 
please of good. Should this prove true, 
we are, indeed, come to a pretty pass; 
we shall fee pretfy fellows to make a 


braggiiig 
ipread had^ 
British 
e pat in atj 


about liberty. Those who 
ivs ; acc6unts.«n/at'OMrfli/e to 
ly in Spain, are not only to 



are hot only to be impri¬ 
soned; arejiPfhnly''to be pht irito a state 
of vile duf^e I bht, they arh to be tried, 
and the septepce is to be pr& 'saUi tinmdi- 
ate ikat is to ray, they are td be 

punished u^^ the :$||ht, and,’as fhe ^riAe 
II one of tnose hot jiarticuliriy rhehtloned 
in the '4ift|clekorW^ vviih of cbuike, 
epme nhiiof the cbhipfehetisive descrih- 



imj 




an officer ttiay bt eashknd; imd it rfOtt“ 
commissioned, officer or soldier If 
this does not insure them against bnU mtm 
at Lisbon, it is hard to say What Wili. 
Bv^ again, let me express ray hope, that 
thre intelligence is not correct, and that 
things are not come to this disgracefbl 

pass.-In Calcutta the poor devils, of 

printers of news-papers, previous to the 
publication of each Number of their pa¬ 
pers respectively, are, or, at least, Were, 
obliged to carry a copy to a-person, ap¬ 
pointed By the Governor Getieral for that 
purpose, who, as he reads the paper over, 
takes his pen, and crosses out whatever 
parts he does not like; and amongst the 
articles thus crossed, you sometimes find 
even advertisements, if they contain the 
titles o^‘ books, supposed to treat freely of 
politics. This is an effectual way to guard, 
against bud news, as far as relates to the 
press ; and this is what there are somepeY- 
sons, who are well know'n to wish to see 
established in this country. But, even 
this is not so tight as what wc have just 
been contemplating; for, this relates 


said to have been 
tend to vett)al, and 


issued at Lisbon, ex- 
eveti private, commu¬ 
nications. Yet the Turtle Patriots, fine 
fellow's, are carrying on war for the liberty 
of Spain and Portugal. Once more, let 
«s hope, that this Order has no exlstend'e; 
and that the statement respecting it will 
soon be contradicted ; for, really, if it 
has an eXiistence, 1 am half afraid, that we 
shall be unable to match it in the annals 
of the administration of anyonebut Robes- 
piene.-Serious, however, as this sub¬ 

ject is, it yields, in that respect, to the 


ftient. We ’must all hope, that the 
arte' ; 1)ot, if they be triie, thi^' 
ou^t, without loss td’ time, to be lUi^ 
fully ktiown to us. The parties 
ou^t to be published ; and,1is to the de¬ 
serters, theirs’oughf to be nailed to the Sef 
vefai gallowses in the counties where they 
respectively were born. If they are Of thf 
boTough'-ttionger breed, or have any Tur¬ 
tle Patriots for relations, we shall,'how¬ 
ever, see apologies enoughtnadie fdr them; 
but, let us'havc the facts clearly establish¬ 
ed ; and, above all things, let us have a 
list of the names and the birth-places of 

them.-Already, I think, I perceive an 

attempt to prepare a palliative by sayingj * 
that they may have been disgusted, or may 
have been so Amrossed about and so pinch¬ 
ed for want of every contfort, that their re¬ 
turn to Lisbon was to be exp'ected. Dis- 
guit! Aye, there is a description of per¬ 
sons, who are very apt to feel disguSt at 
the approach of a battle, or of danger of 
any sort. And, as to being “ Itarrassed 
“ about,” it is easy to find hardship worth; 
but, did these pretty fellows think, that 


merely to the press ; w hereas the Orders, Mthey W'ere always to receive their pay for 


other facts, stated, so boldly, in these ex¬ 
tracts : namely, that seuera/ ojicersjiave ar¬ 
rived at Lisbon, from our army, without leave 
qf absence; that is to* say,*that they have. 
deserted, and that, too, from the field, when 
in hourly expectation of beidg engaged 
with the enemy : and, forthe^ lt|fat scoera/ 
- ■ ... - ‘by the' 


officers have been broken for com 



suppose, 
like ^r. 


-commanderof our army inS[ 
would think, that these |ai 
' false; and yet, how are ^ ^ 
that an experienced gentle 
Perry, would publish them,'^aa he has 
done, without accompanying that publi- 
cati'on with the expression of any doubt as 
to the truth of the facts? It hard to 
InuMv On which Side tofix one’s belief; but, 
if the facts are as they are stated, England, 

' surely, nevm^ wais in a State Of such deep 
^mid cfomplhte tfisgifaei’ as' it is at this norsi 


lounging aboutour paved streets, and ogling 
mantua-makers’ and milliners’ apprentices r 
Comforts, indeed! Are we, then, to pay fnen 
in red and blue coats for no other purpoise 
than to wear muff-jackets, giant-swords, 
glove-wallets, and false whiskers, and to loll 
about at inn-doors and assembly rooms ? 
No, no ; these gentlemen should recol¬ 
lect, that th p were paid a long while for do¬ 
ing nothing; that they are of a profa;sioo, 
the business of which comes by fits 
starts; that'they must take the good with 
the bad : and that they were not enrolled 
in the army for the so£ purpose of giving 
them the public money vvitbout any ex¬ 
pected return in the shape of service.--AIl 
this is said, however, upon the st^positiaa 
merely thsb the statement of the Motning 
Chronicld^hodld prove true. Let i» hope 
that it will not. Let us hope, that we ace 
not folJen so low as this, -which, in fact, is 
much lowe]; than any o4the nations, whom 
We afiect most to despise.—s—Before I dis- 
- t^kSthis subject, let me once more ende^ 
voUr to direct the reader’s attention to the 
circumstance of Lord Bburb’s princi^ 
dispatch having been kept from our si^t, 
except an eictract. The public never should 
lose sight of this circumstance. The '#|i^ 
of the dispatch will, perhaps, come pi^t, 
when the parliament meets; butr foius 
beiFin mind, that, at present, we 
‘a patt of iVand, ef coQr/e, Only that'* ' 
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which the minister ehopsee to give us.—— 
Ay^e spare not ^<taapai'te; we abuse him 
for. k^j^g his darkness ; but, 

howdiiterentiskis'conduct? When been* 
ters upon a aampaign, he also enters upon 
c ktUm'^ btdletins, which, day by day, con¬ 
tain an account of the progress of that cam¬ 
paign^ and . which bulletins are, without 
any mutilation, published, in all his news¬ 
papers.-—-It may be improper for the go- 
verhment to tell the world all that the Vis¬ 
count of Tafavera says; but why hot, then, 
give us from themselves, such bulletins as 
they think proper? Herein consists the 
deception, that, by giving us extracts, they 
, give us what is believed to be the words of 
the General, and v^hich, in fact, arc not bis 
words, until they are^rejoined to those of 
his words, which are kept out of our sight. 
Suppose he were to say, “ To-day plenty 
of provisions have been sent me for a 
" couple or three days' consumption 
and the ministers were to suppress all the 
words after the word me; is it not evident, 
that we should have words that were not 
his f In short, words, like individual letters, 
arc one thing, or another, accordingly 
itbey are combined and connected^; and* 
of course, it is very possible to give us 
words out of a letter, which words do, in 

reality, make no part of that letter.-If 

the ministers would tell us the,news in their 
0 um words; if they would say, “ thus and 
" thus things standthen we should know 
what we had before, and should, at a future 
day, be able to verify these accounts by 
comparing them with the real transactions; 

^ but, ibis is precisely 'what they do not wish 

us to be able to do.-At any rate! I hope 

we shall look sharp after these “ extracts,” 
and if we do so, vve shall be able to trace 
out every fact of importance. But, every 
thing, relating to this campaign in the 
Southern Peninsula, is of great importance, 
aspeciaily if we bear in mind tlte origin and 
prmdjfle of our interference in the aliairs of 
Spain. We took up the cause apparently 
for the express purpose oiprevmting a ra- 
• dicat change in the^ovemment of that coun¬ 
try. We savy such a chan^ approach-, 
ing; we saw the two kings abdicating.iba^ 
throne, and calling upon, their quondam 
subjectsito yield obedience to the Emperor 
Kapoleon; we heard the people'of Spain, 
as distinctly as it -was possible for us to 
bear them, protest against this base at¬ 
tempt to tran.i^r them like a herd of cat¬ 
tle j we heard them, from ,one end of the 
kingdom to the other, assert their right to 
^ Iree, to choose lapother goven^ent; J 


and we heard them dealing eut 
fied execrations on their ** lateJx^amous 
govemmenL” While this was'going on in 
Spain ; while a radical change of the go¬ 
vernment there was in a fair way of being 
accomplished, and that, too (from ^e 
lucky circumstance of the abdication bt 
the royal family) without any danger of 
the horrors of civil strife ; and, while the 
people of England hailed the dawn of 
liberty in that long-oppressed portion of 
the world; in this promising state of 


things, the Turtle Fatriots met, a** it were 
for the express purpose', and from the table 
at this meeting, the king*s SccretVy of 
State for Foreign Affairs, proclaimed to 
the' nation what they had to expect from 
the part we were about to take in the war; 
he proclaimed to us, in short, that the war 
waste be for Ferdinand ATII, who, in spite 
not only of Napoleon’s decrees but of his 
owm abdication, was W be king of Spain, 
and that, too, while his father was yet 
alive and declared the son*not to have his 
consent to mount the throne. Soon after 
this an English Embassador was appointed 
to the coust of this king of Spain, who 
was, in'fact, and still is, a prisoner in the 

hands of Napoleon.--Was any thing but 

what has happened to be expected ? L is 
notorious, that many of our people have 
been in danger of having their sides 
pierced by the Spaniards for pronouncing 
the name of Ferdinand VII. with approba¬ 
tion. We are not here under any Orders 
like those, said to have been issued at Lis¬ 
bon, and, therefore, I will siate, that an 
officer, who was in Sir John Moore's army, 
told me, that, being sent out to purchase 
mules, he was compelled, in order to avoid 
being killed, to pull out of his hat the 
ticket, which was worn by our people, 
with Ferdinand VII.” upon it; and, 
that, upon his ^nd his companions (before 
they were aware of tke sentiments of the 
people) crying out, " huzza for Ferdinand 
“ they and the object of their de¬ 

votion wjSpe loaded with execrations. And 
that, in fill, of all the names he heard pro¬ 
nounced,)^ one appeared to be so unpo¬ 
pular as thutbuder which |We were, car* 
rying onj®^ war.——This is the great 
point for*e nation to keep In view. We 
should not let the failures, or evep tJw 
miseries, of our armies, efface from our 
minds the great and original cause of all 
these cSlamities and disgraces; namely, 
the determination of our government, to 
make war for a kingr and not for a peopU^ 
in Spain. Ttiat this cause would prodisce 
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such effects as it has produced was very right to complain of the result.-^—4 
evident to me and to many others ; we trom til* first, that, if John Earl or (^haV- 
foretold what has come to pass ; btft the ham (as we say, John Duke of MAKtr 
hirelings, whose sole businessit is to de- borough) did not look sharp, some one of 
c<^ the people, asserted^ that we were Napoleon’s new-made Duke^ nvight send 
inwgated by the devil; that we were ja- him back « with a flea in his earand, 
cobins and levellers, and wished to see a if the Earl had not wisely resolved to ston 
revolution in Spain, that the example might where he did, this would, in all likelihooo, 
extend to England. They prevailed ; or, have been the case.——The thing will, it 
at leapt, there existed no where the dis- is said, cost about eleven millions ^ money, 
position accompanied with sufficient power, fur which I am not at all sorry ; and, in¬ 
to prevent the war from being carried deed, the only subject of national regret, 
on for Ferdinand; 'i;hey prevailed, and, connected with this aftair, is, the loss and 
as it is just d|ie, this nation has felt, is the of the army aiid navy, which, 

feeling, and will long feel, the conse- if so great as they have been described, i» 

quences.-Great things are now, by a very serious matter. It is stated, that • 

some persons, expected from what is some thousands of our men have actually 
called the '* energy” of the Marquis bro- died of sickness at VValcheren, and that 
thcr. My expectations are not such. 1 there are about sixteen thousand of them 
am, as 1 always have been, convinced, sick. The account of the ddaths are truly 
, that for a choice <)f kings, named by others, dreadful. It is to be hoped, tbat there is 
the people oi Spain will never fight; and some exaggeration in every part of these 
that, unless wc have? the people with us, statements; but, at the same time, there 
our exertions are of no avail.——Again, can be no doubt of the loss and the suf- 
however, I cannot refrain from expressing fering having been very considerable, 
niy satisfaction, that tlie concern, the And,ybr tuAar/ What purpose will the ex¬ 
whole concern, in the cabinet ds well as in Ipedition answer? What will it effect? 
the field, is in the hands of the Wellesleys;, now will it alter the condition of any na- 
because, if the thing had not been so tion or any human being? It will have 
pfaced, we, should always have heard some made some few thousands of unofiending 
of the base insolent partizans of that fanii- persons in Zealand miserable for life ; 
ly asserting, that the undertaking failed many it will have destroyed ; and it will 
only because they w ere not at the h(?aif of have fattened some hundreds of English 
it. The hirelings, the unprincipled con- commissaries, quartermasters, staff-people, 
doctors of no small part of the press, threw paymasters, agents, and contractors! It 
all the btame of the Convention uf Cintra will hare created an immense quantity cf 
upon others than the Wellesley, who had patronage, and will have greatly added to 
a hand in it, though it was negociated by the value of the power of the Borough- 
hitn. We all remember hovi’ he carried mongers. These are the purposes, which 
that-aflair off; with what an air the whole this Grand Armada will nave answered, 
of their»adherents braved the just resent- Would it not be better, at once, to giv* 
meat of the people. There is tfpbodyTo those Borough-mongers a certain portion 
tkrmv the blame upon NOW; except, in- of the national revenues, and leave th# 
deed, the Spanish governftient and armies king and his servants free to choose their 
and people; and, then, we come upon the measures and to choose their men ?-—As 
ministr)', and say : “W’^hat! this was your to keeping Wmlchet'en, which poor Lord 
“ universal ipanisk nntzbn, who were mad Chatham denominates an • important pos- 
with enthusiasm fcr Ferdinand ?” Let session,” it is, I am convinced, little short 
them get out of that if they can. Let of madness to think it The 
them choose the object of their censure, of it, if practicable. Is matter of great 
They cannot choose amiss those, who 4<»trt)t with men more capable of judging 
have disapproved of the priatbiple of *the upon the subject than 1 am ; and, to «f- 
war, and who have no opinion of the Wei- feet it would, 1 am convinced, cost, at 
Icsleys. least, ^ mi/Zions a year. Less than 20,000 

Walcheben Expedition. -There is troops, including casualties, would not dtf. 

very little to say upon this subject. That Then therie must be a fleet, and both mast 
has happened, which, for every reason be fed and watered from England. 4ijl 

that can be named, might have been ex- short the idea is absurd.-^There' ap- 

pected to happen, and those, toko approved pean tolhe much dispute, as to whetlser 
if the undenting, have not the smallei( Lo^ Chatham b« to blaino> hr not f and 
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a gt^at deal of isai^sra has heen bestowed 
upon him. I can discover oo 

grouiHl for this blame. It is impossible, 
that he should have acted without orders 
from home, ia the. taking of flushing be¬ 
fore he proceeded farther ; and, besides, 

I do not believe, that he could have got to 
Antwerp, reoi ^he had found Flmhing ready 
captured to his hand. We were in ihis, a.s 
in all other instances, told lies about the 
disposition of the people. The Dutch, as 
we arc compelled now to confess, did not 
want us. They did not want to be delitxr- 
td. Th»y were all ready to snickersnee 
us ; afld, we have not, during the whole 
• aliair, been al)ie to produce a single proof 
of disaffection towards Louis Mapoleon, 
who appears to be firmly seated upon 
the Dutch, as his brother is upon the 
French, throbc. For my part, 1 should 
not wraidec if this most expensive and ca- 
lamitons undertaking originated at the sug¬ 
gestion of some of those babbling crea¬ 
tures, whom, in every part of Europe, we 
have the folly to supply with money; 
And, who,, for the far greater portion are, L 
am thoroughly persuaded, in the pay, aiidl 
in the interest of Buonaparte, who could 
desire nothing better than what we have 
been d<;»ing for several months past. 

The W^igs appear to be all alive, upon 
the present occasion. There are reports 
of c/tanges; the happy dog may, perhaps, 
let go the bone! The Whig Oracle, the 
•Morning Chronicle, has, lor some weeks 
past, been hard at work endeavouring to 
pave-the way for the return of its party, 
and, as the most likely means of succeed¬ 
ing, it has set about a deliberate attack 
upon Mr. Wfrdle, knowing that nothing 
will be so likely to be received as a peace- 
offering. Ihis alone, if we could forget all 
‘their conduct while in power, would be 

a uite sufficient as a proof of what we 
iiould have to expect from the Whigs, 
who,Vil am, at any time, ready to show, 
did oaore harm, more permanent mifchiel^ 
to tlie"(X>untrY, during their reign, than was 
Vnw deme, in a si^aitar space uf time, by 
aVw ministry, ffiat the country eVer.knew, 

I and is there a man in thislTingdo))!, 
base enough; and if base enough, impudent 
enoa]^,>to>bid the nation look lor safety 
in the hands of those, who nearly doubled 
the income tax, mhii openly avowed, that 
they viouldmudteperpetualwarfor Hanover, 
and Who haeb the merciless insolence to 
tell us that Hmemef ought to be as dear to us 
tos Hampshire! Wbat!~bid us look for help 
4o that wbo’dkl theif utnmst to.cleprire 


us of the very faculty of calling for help, 
Ob,no! -we have, very lately, heard that 
lactidn .cordially join the other faction in 
defending those who stood detected in 
having had a hand in buying and s|j|iBg 
places and seats in parliament ; thiwl^n 
the whole of the shameful scenes, here ab 
•luded to, we uniformly found tlie out 
faction more regardless of the people 
than the in faction ; and, as to their deeds 
in war, what have they to boast of r But, 
the main point, at present, is, would, they, 
or would they not, Wave aided a revolution 
In Spain? It is clear, fro^ all they;have, 
at different times, said,.that they would 
not; and, therefore, why would they have 
been better than the present set ? In 
fact, does the reader believe, that they 
would not have done just as this set has 
done ? Did they not, from the first, laugh 
at the idea of restoring liberty to Spain ; 
And, as to the W'^ellesleys, were they not 
as much cherished ‘by ihe Whigs as by 

the present ministry ?-It is absurd 

it is empty nonsense, to suppose, that the 
Out faciion, ifin powcr, would, or, indeed, 
cmld, do any better than those who now 
are in power. It is the system that is 
in fault much more than the"mt‘n; and, 
therefore, those are fools, who look’to 
any set of men, without a change of th^ 

system.-We go on from bad to worse, 

aftd this is in the very nature of the sys¬ 
tem. We see millions laid out upon en- 
terprizes, and we see no good to us, and 
no hurt to our enemy, result foerefrorn. 
If, now-and-then, success attends the act 
itself, it is pretty sure to be followed by 
no bmejkial consequaice; and, thus, are we 
going on steadily towards that peripd, 
when we are to see IjJapoleon with all the 
force pf £)urope in his hands to wield 
against us.——Nothing, it appears to me, 
can save this efiuntry,from subjugation by 
France, but that measure of Rtform, which, 
while it gave heart-felt satisfaction to the 
people, while it put an end to all discon¬ 
tents, would call forth new talents ahd 
new energies.——The counsellors of the 
king would not then be eternally engaged 
in weighii^parliainentary interests; their 
time would not be spent in the invention 
ofexcoses, and all sorts of paltry intrigues ; 
they would have the time necessary to at¬ 
tend to grCataffairs ; and, .which is the great 
thing ^^all, they would be free to ^oose 
those persons, who .were to put their plans 
id execution. When any such change will 
take .place I, shall not pretend to say; bqt, 
1 aiQ quite certain, until it .dapa 
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take place, any chansfe of ministry mttst 
be useless, one set of men being just -as 
good as another, so long as both remain 
injlll^jectton to the will and pleasari of 
t^^Pmrough-mongers. While this sys¬ 
tem remains, there will, with me, always 
be an objection to any change, general 
or partial; and that, if it were only for 
this one reason, namely, that, at every 
change, the borough-mongers have a fresh 
dip into our pockets. In short, the people 
of this country are sick of changes, which 
always add so greatly to the list of pensions 
and allowances^ without producing any 
change whatever in their favour. It^indeea, 
the Whigs (it is truly ludicrous to call the 
Grenvilles Whigs) would give us a specific 
promise, that they would bring in a Bill 
for the purpose of insuring a fair Repre¬ 
sentation of the People ; then we might 
wish for a change; but, so far from there 
being any reason for us to expect such a 
measure at their hands, we know that they 
have been, and yet are, the most loud and 
unqualified in their abuse of all those who 
profess to wish for such a measwe. There¬ 
fore, I wish for no change of ministry.-- 

It is quite monstrous to attempt, at this 
dal), to amuse us with a change of minis¬ 
try. It is as bad, nay to the lull, as fla¬ 
grant, as the invention of the Jubilee; 
but, ijpither will impose upon the peopks. 
A crowd of raggaraulTins may be as¬ 
sembled, and, after being drenched in 
the gin-oellars, may be set to threaten 
the people in London into an Illumination 
upon pain of'having their windows smashed 
to pieces; but the sentiment of the nation 
will remain the same; and so it would 
after a cl^ange of ministry. What! is it 
possible, that any man can be found im* 
pudent enough to attenrpt to persuade us, 
that we shall derivp any* benefit from a 
ministry to consist of those, who, last 
spring, cried out "make a stand!” Oh, 
monstrous! I see notbing that lord Castle- 
reagh has done, that any of, those who 
want him out would not do. They-'stood 
by him, they justified him, they voted for 
him, in the case of Quintin Oicki.aiid why 
should he not remain where he is ? * 

Jacobin GufciEAB. — — Therels a curious 
dispute going on 'between tit’o philoso¬ 
phers, one of whom writes in the 
mg Chroiiicle and the other hi some 
ministerial .paper, about the dischunt i^ah 
^irteOs, which, it geeHns, is now openly 
confessed to e'itist to what one of these 
writefs'cal^ eanalcmfegdegi'ee,” though, 
for my jial*t, I see 'nddiiug tflarciing in* 


it. The philosopher, who writes -in ^ 
'Cbrooieie, has suggested a remedy t aoi 
what does the reader think it is? Why>' 
nothing short of compellmg $he Bank of 
England to confine its issues to a certam 
reduced amount; that is to sav/ to the 
putting down of its paper altogether; 
ibr> the moment it begins to draw in, the 
whole thing vanishes into its native no¬ 
thingness. Like the other parts of the 
system, the paper must go on increasing, 

or it falls.-This philosopher would fain 

have the Bank make such regulations as 
would enhance the value of money ; that is to 
say, as would make us pay more to the . 
fund-holders than we now pay, when every 
reflecting man wishes that we had to pay 

them less instead of more,-Besides, 

does this writer imagine, thait the country- 
bankers would not make money to supply 
the place of any reduction at the Bank of 
England ? He seems to imagine, that no 
paper money is good for any thing ex¬ 
cept that of the Bank, as it is called. 
But, have we not thousands of banks ? 
Aye, and that make as good money as tb<» 
Bank in Threadneedle street. Indeed, the 
Threadneedle street money will not piiss 
only at this di.stance from London half so 
well as the money made by our neigh- 
boars, and that this writer would have 
plainly seen if he had been with me, last 
Tuesday, at Giles’s Hill Fair, where he 
would not have got a hundred weight of 
cheese for a thousand pounds in the Thread¬ 
needle street money. The truth is, that 
the paper-money makers in the country 
are known to those who use their manufac¬ 
tory ; and, what is more, the estate* of most 
of them are known. If a contrary wind 
were lo blow away the credit of all paper- 
money, those who hold notes of their 
neighbours fall upon their land, in default 
of specie; but, where are those to go, who 
hold the notes of the roannfactur^rs in 
Uireadneedle street ? The country manu¬ 
factory is not« leaal tender. Itsmakers are 
under no “ RESTRICTION,” not to pay* 
in gold! 0^1, the pretfy phrase "Bank 
" Rmtriction!” llow will our sons laugh 
af this? Nay, vriiat fun shall we yet have 
withrt ourselves! The Bank of England • 
gets a law passed to prevent their creditors 
from demanding gold* for its promissory 
nc<tes; and then the law thii^ lays " 

" sfricfttott’’ on them not to pay gold fort 
dieJr promissory notes! And, becauseigoi# 
neas hdll not associate with such, 
because a guinea, which has an intrms^c 
t^oe;*wilI not degrade itielf by OTCukting 
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in eoi»p*n^ witb socl) paper, calling itself 
money, is it to be accused of Jacobmim f 


moneyi 

The persons who take, as well as those 
who give, tfaifee or four or five and twenty 
■hillings r for a guinea (it fetched, I be¬ 
lieve, only 22 shillings at Giles’s Hill fair, 
owing, perhaps, to the purchase being 
lhade in country made paper-money) are 
accused of Jacobinism j but, it is the 
guinea’s fault. It will not go for less. 
You cannot get it to stir without a discount. 
It feels its superior worth, and asserts it. 
But, there is nothing Jacobinical in all 
this; if there be, at any rate, the Jaco¬ 
binism is in the guinea.-The guinea is 

now become an object of purchase and sale, 
and no longer a piece of current coin. 
Ko man ever sees a guinea paid away, ex¬ 
cept tw mer& accident; but, to the com¬ 
fort of our two philosophers, be it known, 
that when the trade in guineas shall have 
become well established, which time is, 
in all probability, at no great distance, 
guineas will jiock hack again into the king¬ 
dom. They go abroad at present only 
because they will not circulate with paper- 
inoney, and because they are not as yet a 
well-known ■article qf commerce. When 
they become the latter, back they will 
hasten,from all parts of the world; and, 
indeed, they will do well; for they will 
very soon be wanted. Then, indeed, will be 
4 day for a Jubilee; then the people of 
England may again dance and sing; but, 
at present, I see no reason for a Jubilee, 
which, to make the thing complete, is 
called for by those, who have been most 
instrumental in driving the king’>s image 
and superscription from the land. When 
his Majesty’s picture returns to our dwell- 
ihgs, then will we join in a Jubilee; but 
until then, let Jubilees, like Turtle Meet¬ 
ings, be confined to those who make coq- 
tmets and loans, and who bask in the sun¬ 
shine of " Bank-restrictions.” 

J W“. COBBETT. 

Thursday, IMh Sept. I y09. 
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corps, Md the reserve, defeated on that 
day tjie Cnemy. On the 27th, he repassed 
in great haste the Alberche. On the 21B^th, 
attacked in a position judged unattack 
80,0()0 men have not been able to coi 
against 40,000 French.—From that time, 
renouncing their chimerical project of 
conquest, they have thought but of safety, 
and nave abandoned the field of battle. 
More t|^an 6,000 English wounded are in 
our hospitals ; the least of our corps, the 
1st, was judged sufficient to observe and 
keep ill check this army, still so numerous, 
in spite of its losses. It remained upon 
the Alberche, whilst the 4th corps, and 
the reserve, set out on the 2[)th, to succour 
Toledo, besieged by the army of La Man¬ 
cha; arid that of Madrid, menaced by 
the same army, has forced the enemy, 
already within four leagues of the capital, 
to relinquish its prey. It has repassed 
the Tagus in the greatest haste, and flics 
towards the Sierra Morena, after hav¬ 
ing abandoned some thousands of killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. The 2d, 5ih, and 
6th corps jire following the rear-guard of 
the enemy’s army. These corps formed 
a junction with the 1st corps, at Oropesa, 
on the 7 th August.—The English fly evejy 
way, in disorder, and by roads hitherto 
judged impracticable to artillery. The 
2d and 5th corps are pursuing them.—Sol¬ 
diers, you have saved my capital, th#King 
of Spain thanks you; you have done more, 
the brother of your Emperor se^s fly be¬ 
fore your eagles the eternal enemy of the 
French name.—The Emperor will know 
all that you have done, he will acknow¬ 
ledge the brave, who have made them¬ 
selves conspicuous among the brave, those 
ivho have received honourable Vounds; 
and if «he says to us, " I am content with 
you,” weshall jiesufficiently recompensed. 

(Sigfied) Joseph. 


Royal Order additssed to Senores Don Lotts 
AJendoza, and Don Andres donzalez Pa • 
checo, nwntbecfi of this Supreme Junta, 
Dated Royal 'Palace ef Seville, Avg. 15;. 


Spain.— -JVwiawijriora of King Joseph, dated 

Hedd-qtau'ters, Toledo, Aug. 19, 1809. 

&ldiera !—-It is, scarcely fifteen days 
since 120 , 0 ^ enemies, consisting of Eng¬ 
lish, PortugJ^se, and Spaniards, who 
inarched fi^in;/Uff^’ent points, rendez¬ 
voused under tlbe walls of my capital ; 
but^unhed on .the 4dth of July at the 
bridge of GuadkiiiQa, tte 1st aiffd 4tli 


•The Supreme Junta of tbg government 
of the, kingdom have seeniii|with the most 
lively intei-est, the observations which your 
Excellencies make in your memorial of 
the 12th inst. on the causes which have 
led to tke want of provisions in tbe coni- 
bined araoly, and the means of remedying 
this eyit j; and while it employs the neces¬ 
sary 'measures Jor this pui^ose, it charges 
me to inform yoar E^meUenciei f^at our 
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own gecurity and defence requiring that 
the said army should be abiindantlytsup- 
plied with whatever it requires for its sub- 
'su^rice and operations, chiefly our gene-' 
'^ho, fighting for our liberty 
anuindependence with the same enthu¬ 
siasm as they would defend their own, ren¬ 
der themselves creditors, both by gratitude 
and justice, to every consideration and 
sacrifice of the nation and government. 
Your Excellencies will use every possible 
and conceivable effort, in order that the 
said army may want nothing ; eo-opetat- 
ingt^ith'the tUmmission which his Ma¬ 
jesty has given to the Member Don Lo¬ 
renzo Calvo, and with the intentions of 
the government, which aire directed ex¬ 
clusively toward the welfare and salvation 
of the country. 1 communicate this by 
Royal Order to your Excellencies, for 
your information, direction, and fulfilment. 
May God preserve yoijr Excellencies many 
years ! Martin De Garay. 

Answer. ' 

^ire; With the greatest pleasure we 
have received the Royal Order dfyour ma¬ 
jesty, of the date of the 15th, enjoining us 
tojedoubIe*our exertions for the supply of 
the English auxiliary troops. We have 
the satisfaction to inform your majesty, 
that the inhabitants here supply every 
thing with the greatest alacrity, and tBis 
town contributes 1,000 rations daily, and 
meal and oats more than could be expect¬ 
ed from if country so ravaged by the ene¬ 
my. We have used every means to col¬ 
lect all the grain belonging to the govern¬ 
ment of Garrovillas, which is daily grind¬ 
ing in the mills of Talaban. The flour is 
afterwards deposited on the two bridge| 
in the said town of Garrovillas, order 
that it may be in readiness whenever the 
intendant may apply for pftivisions. The 
oats are deposited in St. Jago del Campo, 
all within the distance of four leagues. If 
Senhor Don Lorenzo Cllvo will send an 
order, it shall immediately be executed.— 
We request your majesty to he convinced 
that our patriotism cannot be exceeded. 
Provisions are daily arriving, even mofe, 
in the opinion of almost every one, than 
are necessary, this province being as frank 
and liberal as any other, if not more so. 


Sweden. —Message relative to t^ Pemim 
which the States are to aUow to the late 
Kin^, Gustatm Adolphus, his 0«een md 
children. looted Stockholm, Aug. 15 . 

s The period U now fast approaching, 


when a prince, who lately governed Swe-\ 
den, but whose claim fo the Swedish crown 
has been solemnly cancelled by the uiiu<- 
nimoiis resolution of _ the States of the 
Realm, must absent himself from this coun¬ 
try. Ills own spontaneous wish agrees, on 
this point, with what the public tranquil¬ 
lity and security require. His Royal Ma¬ 
jesty has taken the advice of the Secret 
Committee on a matter of so much import¬ 
ance, which, however, the state of public 
affairs does not yet permit His Majesty to 
communica’e to the Diet, and he, there¬ 
fore, confines himself, at present, to tbn 
question—‘ What pension or yearly allow- , 
‘ ance, are the States of the Realm willing 
‘ to grant to their late King, his Queen, and 
' children ?' Which question being an¬ 
swered, another will occur relative to the 
country which it will be most proper to 
assign for the residence of Gustavus Adol¬ 
phus and his family.-:-His Majesty, does 
not deem it superfluous to add some ob¬ 
servations for the States to bear in mind 
in their deliberations on this subject. The 
States cannot but be aware, that their deci¬ 
sion must hear that stamp of digniffed m- 
nerosity) which becomes a noble-minoed 
qation; that misfortune craves re.spect; 
and that humanity itself commands for¬ 
giveness and oblivion of the past. His 
Royal Majesty is anxiously desirous that 
the States of the Realm, by deciding the 
subject under discussion on these prioci- 
pleSi should meet his wishes, and thus give 
a pledge to Europe of the purity of the mo¬ 
tives which induced Sweden to revise her 
system of government, and renew the 
structure of the State. « Charles. 


America.—-IV ociamatiOTi pf the Prmdeut to 
ike United States qf America. Dated 
fFaslmgton City, Thursday, August 10 , 
1809. ' 

Whereas, in consequence of a cqmmn- 
nication from his Britannic Majesty^s 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
poteniiarj’^, declaring tb|it the British Or- * 
ders in Council, of January and November, 
1§0>, would be withdrawn on the 10th of 
June last, (and by virtue of which an Act 
of Congress was passed, entitled “ An Act 
to interdict the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and Great Bri¬ 
tain and France, and their dependerwries, 
and fo|* other purposes,”) di James Ma¬ 
dison, President, &c. did issue a procla- 
ihatiod, on the 19 th of April lart, deelar- 
ihg that the Orders in Coutmil afortiaid 
would be withdrawn on^a lOdi of Junui 
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“ ’Twas nt the feast fbf falavera won, 

“ By VVell’sIej^* warlike *on: 

“ Aloft in City stdte, ' 

“ The tweljhig hero Sat 
“ On his FitcSunial Thrbne ; 

" The JtKS and ftpeadalors plac’d around, 

“ Their brows with Loans, with Jobs, and Contracts bound, 

“ So eheuld the broe qf ptif be crhwn’d.*’ 

SfaXESMAH. 

SSS'J-^^---—- 


SUMMARY OF POUTICS. 

Talavera’s Campaign and the Jubilee. 

-^The combinatioli of these transactions 

has been admirably delineated, in several 
articles in that excellent evening news- 
paper,«the Statesman, from one of which 
articles I have selected my motto. I do 
not believe, that the boasting, the bragg¬ 
ing, the inflated self-gratulation and com- 
meiiflation, of the Talavera Campaign, 
were equalled by any thing of the sort 
that ever took place in consequence of the 
campaign^of Alexander the Great. --.-It 
i.s*of great consequence to us, that we 
should have the history of this Campaign 
very complete. At page 373 of the pre¬ 
sent Volume, we brought this histiWy 
down to the 21st of August, when our 
Baron of the Douro wrote, from TJruxillo, 
that lettw, of which our ministers gave us 
an extract, and which extract was inserted 

at page 363.-It will be remembered, 

that, on the Sd of August, our Baron 
quitted Talavera, in order to go in search of 
somebody to ^fight with; in order to do “the 
“ business” of Soult “ effectually” aril! 
“ without a contest.” We have seen, that, 
some how or othej, he did not do any 

business” at all w'ith Soult; but left Soult 
on one side of the Tagus, while he went 
across to the other in order to “ tahe up a 
" position.” We have now some accounts, I 
through the Monitewr, touching this mat- j 
ter; and, if we are determined not to be¬ 
lieve any thing circulated through that' 
channeb; that is to say, if we are clever-I 
mined not to believe any thing, which' 
does hot flatter our vanity or di%uise our 
shame, it may not be amiss for us just ip 
take a look at what the rest qf the World will 

belteoe -^Let us, however, before we 

make this^xtract fiom the Monkeur, go 
back a little irito the history of the Caih- ' 
paign.— —.FisfST,— -On the 28lb and 29t1lj^ 
gf July wt Baron, with ssaraaly aay as¬ 


sistance from the Spaniards, •• vanquisked” . 
(to use the language of the King’s “ Gene- 
“ RAL OiiDEKs”) ; yes, "vanquished” the 
French, under Marshal Victor (Duke of 

Belluno), at Talavera.- Second, —Our 

Baron, owing to the fatigue of his army 
and want of provisions, did not pursue the 
“ vanquished” enemy one inch ; and, the 
Spaniards, though they had not been en¬ 
gaged, did not make the smallest attempt 

to pursue that enemy.- Third,— Our 

Baron, on the 3d of August, resolves to 
quit Talavera, to take the road towards 
Portugal, and to leave at Talavera his nu¬ 
merous sick and wounded, under the care 
of the Spanish General Cuesta, but, before 
ho sets out, having reason to fear that Cu¬ 
esta might not be. able to maintain himself 
at Talavera against Victor (the " van- 
" quished” Victor), our Baron has a con¬ 
versation (which he puts into writing) 
with a Spanish General second or third in 
command, whom he presses, in case of 
danger, to get all the carts he can, ready 
to carry away the English sick and 

wounded.- Fourth,— Our Baron has 

the cnoice given him by Cuesta, to go or 
to ^lay, and he chooses to go, though ho 
states, that he had reason to tear, that Cu¬ 
esta w’ould be unable to maintain his posi¬ 
tion at the place where he was leaving 

him. -Fifth,— The reason onr *Baron 

gives for leavingTalavera at all, autl for 
choosing to go while Cuesta remained, is,* 
that Soult %as advancing from Placentia 
towards the right bank of the Tagus; and' 
tiiat, as it was of great imporfance lo go 
and do his “ business” as quickly as pos¬ 
sible, our Baron chose to go on rtiat 
errand, because he and his army wet®' 
more likely “ to do <the business eflectai- 
" ally” a»d without a contfst.——B ixth, 
—Cuesta,"finding the “vanquished” Wte- 
tor iA ffjOTSwenf upon his flank and fimnt, 
did notreataiti many hours atTalavwa,after 
the departure ©f. ear BaiMi; but, in fact. 
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overtfibk.Wm before he was able to get at. 
th(^, Soolt.—;^St.yENTH,—Our 

Bdr6i) ribw, <whet) oiie ivouid have expected 
to hfeartff bjs^"doing ihe business ^ectaal- 
fiftds that,roi‘ various weighty reasons, 
arising from sundry unforeseen occurrences* 
H will be better not to go on to meet Soult, 
and to. do the business ellectually,” upon 
the right bank of the Tagus, but, on the 
contrary, to go across to the left bank of 
the Tagus, at the first bridge he can come 
at, and then to get on towards Porttigal, 
where he hopes to be supplied with tbhdiiver 
hie shall want .— —Eighth, —Our Baron in- 
forms us, that he, did get across the said 
Tagus; that he,was immediately followed 
by CueSta; and that, on the ith of Au¬ 
gust, Cuesta’sadvanced guaTd was attacked 
by the French, who drove that guard oft' 

and ,took a)J its cannon.- Ninth, —We 

find him at Tiiixilio, on the 21st of August, 
falling ftccA; upon the frontiers of Portugal, 
" where he hopes to be supplied with every 
*' thing he wants,” never naving met Soult, 
of whom he quitted Talavera, 
leaving his sick and wounded behind him; 
never having made any attack upon the 
enemy; and, of coui^e, never having “ done 
" the busifiess effectually nor, indeed, ever, 
having even begun to do it at all.—^Now, 
then, let us hear the Moniteur, of the 30th 
of August ; let us now hear what others siy 
about this latter part of the Talavera Cam¬ 
paign, ai^ what it is possible, at least, the 
world will be so‘ill-natured as to believe. 
——T-" While the English, after exposing 
" their ttllies to all the disadvantages of a 
•* parBiiit,,placed themselves insecurity against 
eventp the Spaniards imagined that they 
" could cover their retreat if they took a 
** position at the bridge pf Arzobispo. The 
« fifth corps passed the Tagus, partly by a 
** ford, and partly by the bridge, overthrew 
" ^l before them, and took’30 pieces of 
qaanoni^ ^wUh the ,powder wagons. 
Wheb the Marshal the Duke of Treviso 
" saw the enemy's army fly before him, 
be WHS^^satisfied with sending some de- 
‘•f fachments after ft, who ,ev*y moment 
« bring m-stragglers, deserters, and psiso- 
"ners. Sowc Hanovekian deserters Ifft 
on the 8th ten leagues from 
" ^\ f(^ii^s: tff Portugal, to which they 
" am l«tr«itH^ by. the way of Badajoz. 
" That iis leaving every where its 
•• Imggage, and side hebind: it is 

" generalijt bObefed ithat its destination 
"is lisbdo^ Jnnndoy ^ h*bbarfc>^ troops 
♦f'thfre. .Meanwhile on th^ir 

•^ Tostie, and the «ora|^ ]pea#a^ »Mir<ter 


" all whdLfedl itiid their hands,” --This 

condiict of the peasants is but too much 
like what t^ported of them during ife 
retreat of i^ir joh'h Moore’s army, when, 
as the reader will recollect, the Frebch 
hanged some of them for having murdered 
our pddple.——T’he truth is, that, during > 
hasty reiieat} it is next to impossible, if not. 
completely impossible, to prevent plunder 
ahd other provoking conduct on the part 
of the troops; and, the natural consequence 
is, acts of vengeance on the part of the un¬ 
fortunate, the ruined, and half-maddened 
people, who> when they come athwart de¬ 
fenceless plunderers, cannot be expected 
to spare tnerh, however imperious the ne¬ 
cessity, which .has made these latter do in¬ 
jury to the enraged parties. " Hunger,” 
says the proverb, " will break 'through 
" stone walls;” but, hunger is as potent 
with the wretch, who is robbed of his dinner, 
as it is with those whp rob him. Both are 
objects of pity, while i/ame, in'fact, if it 
alight justly any where, settles upon the 
heads of those only, who have made them 
the robbers and murderers of eacli other. 

-It is truly lamentable, however, to 

contemplate the probability, and, indeed 
(if we believe this statement of the Morw 
teur), the fact, of our army’s dropping of 
its baggage, its artillery, and its side, on 
the way ; leaving these latter, at best, to 
the mercy of a people, who, there is 
every j^ason to suppose, must feel en¬ 
raged at our army, and that, too, from 
^causes for which, in this immediate case, 
no blame .can be attached, probably, 
to either the army or its commander. 
Our Baron tells us, that be is in distress for 
provisions; and we know what must be 
the consequence of that. He liad told, 
us befoft, that he took with him so?;ie thou^ 
sands qf sick and„womded. We know, that a 
retreat so encumbered must be terrible in its 
exffctions upon the people of the country. 
It is not diilicult to imagine how such a 
retreat would he. felt across the counties 
of Hants, Wilts, Dorset, Devon und. Corn¬ 
wall, from Alton to Pmtance. What, then, 
nnist be tb« effect of a similar retreat in n 
country, like that, over which our Unfortu¬ 
nate army bad to pass ? Here it would 
rnevilably produce general distress andta 
good deal of ruin; but, there, wh^e the 
wretclied people have scarcely ever any 
store of pfovi.siQM to draw upon, and where 
the popniatnm b w thin as to render. flie 
whole .stock of the,country so trifting in 
aiTKiuntjtiie retreat of a considerable army, 
^imsupplied with provisions, must, if we m- 
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rltide the unavoidable waste, produce gene¬ 
ral famine and despair. Avra,y it sweeps 
' not only all the human sustenance, but 
the hay, the straw, the horses, the mules, 
every animal, (whether for its flesh or 
its labour) at all useful j and, in short, 
it yields, in its detractive effects, to 
.nothing short of one of those tornadoes, 
which sweep away every substance stand¬ 
ing upon the face of the earth.-—Of 
the desertion of the Hanoverians my readers 
will form their own opinions; but, if the 
fact be correct, I am not at all surprized, 
thaf we had only an extraxt from Douro’s 
dispatch of the Slst of August. Upon the 
subject of desertion we must observe, that, 
as yet, nothing in the way of contradiction 
has been said of the two paragraphs, which 
I inserted in my last, which were very wor¬ 
thy of the attention of the government; 
for, surely, it was of importance to do 
away the effect of statements so outrage¬ 
ously degrading to the character of the 

army, and of the nation.-But, the great 

point in this article from ibe Moniteur is, 
that it accuses our Commarwler of first 
'* exposin'^ oor allies," and then of “ placing 
himselfaind his army in security against 
events.” That is to say, of iakir^ tia lead 
in the flight, and leaving the Spaniards to 
bear the attacks of the pursuing French. 
This is the charge which the Moniteur 
prefers against us ; and, certain it is, that 
our army, according to my Lord Tgilavera’s 
dispatches, are in front upon the retreat; 
or, if you will, in the advance towards Por-^ 
ttfgal. This is not to be denied. We 
marched from Talavera for the purpose of 
meeting Soult; w’e did not meet him ; we 
turned j>ff over the river; we made away 
for Portugal; and the Spaniards came in 
our rear; they kept the post nlarest the 
enemy. Say that our. Viscount was compelled 
to do this. 1 hope it will appear so; but, 
then, 1 answer, let me not be told of the 
" military resource" of the man, who, not 
being compelled to advance into S|pain, did 
so advance as to expose himself to this 
compulsion.——Besides the above article, 
the Moniteur contains two letters, one that- 
of our Baron to the French Cominailder 
in behalf of his poor sick and wounded 
left behind at Talavera, and the other, the 

Duke of Treviso’s answer to that letter.—- 

They ought to be preserved here, espe¬ 
cially as there is a passage in the latter, 
which, in his dispatches home, our Baron 

appears to l^ve omitted.--The first has 

-.IIP date. It«appear8 to have been sent 
apen, addressed to the French CommandeF 


in Chief.-“ Sir; The fate of war has > 

"placed fn your hands a number of Etif^ 
" iisfa officers and soldiers. They zta 
" brave, and merit the attentipni and regard 
" of those by whom courage is valued. I 
" have the honour tp recommend them to 
" you, and to request that you vyill permit 
" me to send to Talavera, for the purpose 
‘‘ of taking care of them, some officers, 
" who shall not be considered prisoners of 
“ war, but be permitted to return when the 
" wounded have somewhat recovered.— 

" also request your permission to transmit 
" the wounded officers small sums of mo- 
" ney, of wiiich they must be very muct^ 
“ in want.—It is in the name of-humanity 
“ I address these requests to you, and I 
" have even a right to make them, since 1 
" have always paid particular attention to 
" the French soldiers whom the chance of 
" war has rendered my prisoners, and haye 
even supplied the officers with money.’* 

-This letter was delivered to Marshal 

Mortier (the Duke of Treviso) who sent 
the following Answer, dated on the 10th of 

August.-" Sir; I have received the 

" open letter addressed by you to the Com- 
" mander in Chief, and requesting his at- 
" tention to the sick and wouaded whom 
" you have been under the necessity of 
" leaving behind you. They are treated 
" as our own sick and wounded are, and 1 
" have studied to give all possible acsist- 
" ance to those that have tall^n into my 
" hands. These, General, are debts which 
" two brave nations owe-to each other.— 
“ I shall forward your letter to the Com- 
" mander in Chief, who alone can answer 
" your request to send offieens to Talavera, 
" until the sick and wounded be soihewhat 
" recovered. In the' mean tim I shtUl do 
" myself tke pleasure to supply than with what 
" money they may «;ant.’’-ii--Now, without 
any desire to impute to the Baron a wilful 
omi-ssion, it is Just to observe, that he did 
not (in the dispatch gitien to mj mike any 
mention of the last sentence of this letter, 
and which sentence was, as the reader wilj 
see,amo8Mmportsint oftp. ,He says," I re- 
" reived a very civil answer from Marslial 
Mortier, promising that every possible 
“ care' .should be taken, and every atten- 
"tionpaid to the British officers and sol- 
" diera who were wounded; but stating^, 

" that he could not answer upon the other 
" demandii contained in niy letter, hhfins 
' " been obliged to refer them tp th*. 

" mahd^ in Chief." This is bat 

it is ml all the truth; for Afortier #ays, 
though he cannot ansyror about the suiiert 

N 2 
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ing of our Baron to send money to oiir 
wounded officers, “ fie will do hiinsclf the 
" pJeasure.to supply them with what nio- 
“ ney they Aay want.” This was very 
important indeed, because, in ail probji- 
bility, the very existence of many of the 
officers wbuld depend upon a supply ot 
money ; and, therefore, were it only for 
the sake of the relations of those officers, it 
•hould not have been omitted, though I am 
willing to believe that the ornission was 

not wilful.-After reading tbis letter 

of Mortier, and duly reflecting upon the 
situation of so many of our countrymen, 
mow in the hands of the French, it is im¬ 
possible sufficienllv to reprobate the con¬ 
duct of the hired wretclves, who seem, by 
their falsehoods against the French army 
in Spain, to wish t(t wheltheir knives against 
the throats of these unfortunate men. They 
seem to' wish that all these poor fellows 
may be ( riielly ireated, and may he left 
to rot on their sick-beds, merely that their 
sayings ni'ay he made good against those, 
whom they liate only because they aie 
afraid of them. —:-Leaving thesfc wretches 
to their labours, which, let us hope, will 
not produce their’intended effect, let us 
look at the other parts of this famous Cam- • 

paign, and .see what it promises us.-^ 

" While these events o; curred on the 
" banks of the Tagus, the 4(h corps re- 
" turned to. Toledo by the bridge of that 
" town, arid the division of Michaud on 
" the same day forced the paifage of the 
“river by fording at Anaver Del Tago, 
“ which was defended by .six hattarioiis 
" and four squadrons of the enemy. On 
“ the 10th the* troops of the 4ih corps 
“ formed a junction with the reserve, at. 
“ Nambroca- On the same day general 
"V me gas conc^trated his army, 30,000 
“"Strong, at Almonacid: and on the 1 Itb, 

" the Khvg gave orders to attack him. An 
“ aetjoa df three hours .was sufficient to 
" (fnve the enemy from thi.s strong posi- 
" tidn, to route? them completely, to take a 
** great part of theii abillery, and to occa- 
“ .sipn iheni it: very serious loss. The ene- 
“ rity lefl; on the field 4,000 dead, andVQ 
“ have matife about 4,000 prisoners.. We. 
“ have also 'ti^fcen 35 piece.? of artillery, 

“ with l<)0 powder waggons, and UOO 
other waggons. Several standards are 
“ among ouf trophies. An incredible 
" number drwtwinaed increase the lo.ss of 
“ the enemy, who, 'tfnable to re-rinite, fled 
“ in every direCtldtt/*--—^Thus i.s Vane- 
gas tfisposed of. ' coihes an akicl^ 
Undsi' tb8.rlate of SIadkiu, lOih of August. 


Here,we see Joseph Napoleon returnlrig in 
triumph to that capital, which Sir Robert 
Wilson (good heavens!) was about to 
enter.' Really, it would seem, that wt; are 
never again to hear a word of truth! 
What 1 that corps whom Ney met 
and jnade scampei#away into the moun¬ 
tains, was about to enter Madrid in the 
face of Victor! Ifwe were only suspected 
to have a grain of sense left, they would 
never attempt to treat us thus. But, we 
wish to be deceived; and they know it. 
—Yesterday at noon the king retijrn- 
" ed to this capital, under salutes of artil- 
“ lery. He entered on horseback, at the 
“ head of his guards and corps of reserve. 
“ His Majesty proceeded to the church of 
“ St. Isidor, to be present at the Te Deum. 
“ When he prayed, his Majesty descended 
“ from his throne. The church was full 
“ of civil and military officers, and com- 
“ mon people. Aft* the cfremony his 
“ Majesty proceeded, at the head of hjs 
“ troops, to the Palace. In the evening 

“ the town was brilliantly itlmninated.” -- 

Oh, aye, to be sure ! “ Brilliantly illumin- 
“ nted,” just as our great tffain will be 
when the gin-drenched rabble, afmed with 
mud and In ick-bats, shall sally forth at the 
word of command from the Jews and 
Contractors, and other" Blood-suckers,” as 
Lofd Chatham used to call tliem, who, 
during the last half-century, have preyed 
upon the people of England.—Aye, aye; 
a “brilliant illumination;" yes, "and Te 
jyeumloo\ Ail the sham, all the cant, all 
the hypocrisy, all tlie baseness, and all 
the blasphemy, that belongs to such a 

traasaction.-^Well, but, come ; do you, 

hirelings of the press; do you, incempara- 
bfe knajes ; do you pretend to .say, that, 
when the people illuminate their houses, 
tiiey are not pleafied ? Or, do you say, that 
they are pleased? Take your choice; 
for, if you choose the former, then away 
goes all your proeff of English loyalty 
drawn from such an act; and, if yovt 
choose the latter, then you confess that the 
people of Madrid love their new king, 

•fos^h Napoleon.^^-^The truth is, that 

thepe^e have no will in the matter. The 
illtimiHation at Madrid was the act of the 
government; and, in a less direct way, so 
will it be in l/tndon, the sensible inhabi¬ 
tants of whidli will, one Would think, keep 
as' close to their houses as if a pestilence 
were raging in tho sttecls, for it is impossi- 
y‘e but thejf Shpulil be ashamed to see *116 
jiti6ther*s febes by the help bf a light prh- 
ceeding from, such a cause. -Let us hope. 
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however, that the king (who has certainly 
as good a right to issue proclamations upon 
the subject, as the people at Lloyd's have) 
will be advised to express his disapproba¬ 
tion of a measure, not less insulting to him 
than to his people. A Jubilee, indeed) 
A proposition for dancing and singing and 
ringing and rejoicing,,while the nation is 
weeping over the scenes at Talaverti and 
Walcheren! Surely no one having the 
common feelings of humanity about him 
could have suggested such a thing! I 
should like to "know the name of the 
individual, who had the heart to con¬ 
ceive, and the face first to mention, first 
to give an articulate sognd, to such an 
idea. There are a hundred reasons, good 
and solid, why such a thing should not be; 
but, if there were no other, the scenes 
now before! us are quite sufficient; the 
melancholy fate of so many of our coun¬ 
trymen, during this verv campaign, to 
say not a word of llie efti^t which that 
campaign must hare upon the character of 

the nation.-But, reasoning of this .sort 

makes for the thing, instead of against it, 
with those who have had the inipudenct: 
to set it on foot. They know very well 
how impeoper, how indecent, hoiy uiifeel- 
Vng, how cuttingly insolent it is, towards ^ 
■the people of this country ; bu(, they also 
know, that they stand in nted of some¬ 
thing to produce a diversion of the pi^lic 
mind; they, know well, that that system 
upon which they thrive, stands in need of 
Bonietliuig that shall, for a whift, at least, 
attract the attention of numbers of people, 
and, which is a great point, serve as a 
pretence for filling up a considerable por¬ 
tion of the public-prints with something 
other than accounts of those events, which, 
if any thing could do would bring biiis 

bewildered nation to its sober seftses.- 

Those, who have taken, the load in this 
scheme, put forward great pretensions to 
loyalty. This is a word of vast use with 
all the tribe. It was worth SO,UU()/. at 
the least farthing, to each of the Purcti 
Commissioners, and, perhaps, three or f 9 ur 
times that sum to Alexander Davis’On, 
whose loyalty was of a mature so exube¬ 
rant, that Jt out into the fonnitig 

and clothing. I believe, of a volunteer 
corps, at his own expeiice. I used, at first, 
when I returned to England, to suppose, 
that loyahy meant a real attachment and 
devotion to the kingly government of the 
country; but, 1 found, in the course pf 
.aj^out eighteen months, that a pension, a 
iUiecure^pLaqe, a contract, or a lucrative 


job'of any sort, was a vvvifier of ttiif -pt- 
tachment and devotion,——What has 
king to dosip this .scheme ? No more .than 
his coach-horses have. Those, who have 
set it on foot, mean him compliment. 
What they wish to do is, first to advance 
their own pecuniary interests, hy geititig 
favour with those, in whose favour such a 
diversion will operate ; and, next, they 
wish to contribute, by this means, to the 
propping up of that system upon which 
they thrive, and which is ruining the rest 
of the nation,-—Let the loyal men, w1k> 
propose this Jubilee, be told, tbat, on the 
day, on which it is iteld, we shall, in one 
respect, at least, be restored to the situa¬ 
tion, in which we stood at the beginning’ 
of tile periiMi, whicb they iiie.an to comme* 
niorate; namely, that the promissory notes 
of the Bank, in Threadneedle Street, shall 
be [laid, on dema:id, in coin, bearing ib» 
image and sujierscriiition of the king, lift 
them be told this, and you «ill hear them 
talk 110 more about a Jubilee. The pre¬ 
mium (which, through haste, J, in my last, 
called discouni) upon the coin of the king¬ 
dom, would be tit matter for these w ise- 
acres to take into their consideration; but, 
is it no impudence unparalleled, wliile the 
coin of the country has tied its chores, and 
while their own paper is made a legal 
tender, for them to call upon the wretched 
people to dance and sing?-—-It would 
be of great public utility for some one, 
who has the means of doing it, to make 
out an accurate List of the names, places 
of abode, occupation, place, pension, con¬ 
tract, job, or the tike, of every one, who 
has taken, or shall take, an active part, in 
the palming tins thing upon the public. 
Such a list would be of great use. Wa 
should be able, from it, to form a very 
admirable scale of loyalty ; and, the day 
may come, when it would be of great use 
in'Other respects. 1 hope such a list will 
bfe undertaken.——The people oT Warsaw 
are about to hold a Jubilee on the birth¬ 
day of Napoleon. Well, and why not ? 
Is this a [M'Oof of his being Imted, then?. 
Is this a proof of his*being s. tyrant? li 
ttys a proof of his approaching overthrow ? 
’Oh, you hirelings, publish any of your 
brilliant accounts if you darei we wUlitn- 
mediateiy publish alongside of them, the 
briliank accounts of the loyal celebrations 
in honour of the Buonapartes, ahd vve will 
Btandf our cKance for public opinioii. If 
the people be gulled and cheated hUt of 
their senses, their property, and their.fre^ 
doiB, it stall net be ear 
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Jubilee is connect^ with tire Talatera. 
Campaign inasmach as those wio afe tfie 
authors of it^ere the authors «f the Fer¬ 
dinand War; and, When we contemplate 
the retreat ofaStr John Moore-and its dis¬ 
mal consequences; when we contemplate 
the miseries then experienced by our army, 
whom the JDuke of Dalmatia was sent' to 
throw into the sea-; when we contemplate 
a fine army of forty thousand men, so 
harrassed, worn down, so famished, so 
bruised and emaciated, as, after having 
shot their horses and left their sick and 
exhausted to die by the way, to come 
tumbling on board of ship in such a way 
for no man to know where his officer 
was, and no officer bis men ; when we lodk 
back, only about eighth months, to the 
manifold miseries of that army, not to 
mention the disgrace of being chased, like 
so many hares, bv that enemy, whom we 
had boasted of having humbled; when 
we contemplate these things, and think of 
the present situation of another army, flee¬ 
ing from the same country, though, taking 
the Spanish army into the account, st^;mor 
in numbers to the French ; when We con¬ 
template the crowded hospitals at Tala- 
vera, a place whence our general says he 


Talaoen^s dnS JtduZee* [8Vfi 

that this war was’ ififst opetily ^odtifiw^ 
at a City. Turtle Feast, and that it was haii^ 
ed by the erer-gretedy audience, with that 
sort of delight, wi th which a flock of kites 
and crows hail the dying groans of the 
horse. This; I trust, we shall remember ; 
and remember, too, that, at this horrible 
feast, the pensionieci^oetaster, Fitzgerald, 
recited a performance, which gave great 
delight, and in which were represented 
as " cannibals," those very French gene- 
rals and soldiers, to whose humanity and 
care our Lord of Talavera has committed 
so many of our sick and wounded country- 
men.-^The fact is, that we - are now, 
and long have been, under the oppressive 
claws, the merciless claws, of those i^at- 
niongers, Jews, and Coatractors. It is to 
them that we owe the war for Ferdinand; 
the war in Walcheren; the Expedition 

and out of 


war in 

after Expedition, in.Europe 
Europe ; and, in short, to them we may 
fairly impute all that mass of misery and 
disgrace, under which we are now sufler- 
ing. From them arises the Jubilee ; and 
the object of the Jubilee is to amuse, to 
divert, the public mind ; and, perhaps, it 
has in view the more malignant purpose 
of reviving the distinction of Jaeobins and 


Could not advance for Want of provisions; L Anti-jacobins hy imputing disaffection, and 
■ .. - . . anti-royalty principles, to those who refuse 

to join in a*celebratioD professed to be in 
hoiwiur of the king. The Turtle feast and 
all the toasts aiid songs and cheers and bel- 
lowinga of this greedy crew were profess¬ 
ed to be in honourof the Deputies; 

but, the fact was, it was a settled scheme 
for the purpose of giving what might seem 
the sanction of the vihMe City qf Ldn- 

don to a war for Ferdinand and die " an- 
" dent order qf things;" and I have/lot the 
smallest doubt, that all the toasts were 
written out and discussed in divan befbfe 
band; and, in short, that all the actors 
had their parts as much prepared as have 
the actors iii rniy dramatical piece. The 
sentiments were tooseehi to flow from the 
hearts of the people met ; but, there is no 
■dcfubt of the Whole having hobn pretriotisiy 
hatched mid hrfanged, otNSW to the vety 
songs attd the hutaber uf cbeillfe-*---—Tms 
creW assembled upon tfeit <hceWi}oB(, *k» 
more spoke the flendfoeiits Uf the peo^ 
of London, tlu ’City qf lMdqn, propefly 
so caMed, thanibey spoke my seiitiniewts; 
but, this wiSs the nj^rame that ffie th-ifig 
had to imdty of |^e people' throughout the 
><^pe(dially as alT possible aid 
yras giveia to the frdod by ^e inily ** ift- 
if^nal ni»<ibjh«,’*tbe Afrrfa^pcessi'wbiob 


when We see him appealing to the htma- 
nity of the Frehch in behalf of the unfor¬ 
tunate souls in those hospitals, to that 
humanity which our hirelings assure us is 
displayed in the impaling of women and the 
butchering of chiidrai; when we consider 
the miseries, the disgraces, the expence, 
to the poor people of Spain as well as to 
«s, then let us always bear in mind, that 
the real authors of this war were the fec- 
lian of Seat Mongers, Jews, and Contractors, 
amid^ whom it was first officially pro- 
chdmed at the Turtle Dinner. How many 
thod^ds, how many hundreds of thou¬ 
sands, of innocent people have suffered 
bnbger jbpw many hundreds of thousands 
hava been literally starved to death, and 
how lirahy inore have been set to cut each 
uthtifs Ihrdats, in consequence of the deci¬ 
sion {hsifedst ! Whehsthe 

•ifeat^nmngeTS, Jews, and Contractors meet 
to guzjfle arid to j^rtnandize, let the pim¬ 
ple trembfe ; M are sure to pay the 
reckmffng; l&t, too, at a most enorm¬ 
ous rate. Bhii^ is toour present point, let 
it always be boi^e ittintea,' t^^ the war for 
Ferdinand the war'xd’the Cintfa 

CoDveiWion; tM: WSar uf Leon Slid Galicia, 
war of the^itrawa'rel^ thewar of 




JS, IfiOf, 


'urn. 


dertaking. 
state the number of 


l^lp jMrtj spppprted by tl^e cfpjy- 

^ jt jyas wpt J^is nation, as xbuch inf 
cngpcwition io its opinion as to its 
^•ds Dlopgpa ifito the jvfir for “ l%rdinan(l 
" ^indent order of thiii^s in 

“ §pajn;” tjie consequences of-tvhicn war 
nre ar® o®w lamenting," and this is the 
moment which the Crew chuses for coni- 
.polling the people of.I^ndon and West¬ 
minster, upon pain of smashry, to illu¬ 
minate their houses in sign of pleasure 
and rejoicing! 

Walcheren Expedition.— —We .shall, 
probably, never have a faithful account 
of the lo.sses, attending this ill-advised un- 
Some of the news-papers 
sick at from 12 to 17 
thousand; and, indeed, from the circum¬ 
stance of so many of the general oiBcers 
being ill, it Ls clear, that the troops must 

have suUered severely.-^tbis part of 

the loss is very serious indeed, e.5pecially 
when we consider what pAiw must have at¬ 
tended the illness. Nothing is so painful 
to think of as a military hospital, under 

such circumstances.-As to the milHom 

of money tnat the Expedition has cost, 
and great part of which has found its 
way int(^the pockets of those, who were 
•post loud in tlieir praises of the enter- 
prizc, that is an evil, which, sooner or 
later, will bring its good; and, in.the 
mean while, the nation are very deserving 
of the pecuniary squeeze. It is ijuite just. 
It is thus that its folly and baseness should 

be punished.-1 pretend t* have no 

knowledge whatever of what plight have 
been done upo" the Scheldt; put, I must 
con fess, that I see no reason for any part qi' 
that blapie, which so many .of the public 
prints have been labouring to throw upon 
Lord CnAtnAM, who, I would venture jny 
life upon it, was not au|hvrizedfto stir an 
inch without Q)[;ders from home, being 
within four hpurS sail V the coast, atid 
within six hours communication with 
Downing-street. If the thing was to be, 
and was to fail, I sho.uld have preferred its 
taking place under a Pitt; but, ! will npt 
join in tnrow/no blspne upon a commander, 
when I can .see no reason for it.—^The 
leading hireling newSrP^®*"* Jibe ^fming 
Post, pegan the a^a®k PP9“ Chat¬ 
ham, m the foUpwmg paragraph of the 
instant :-rr—“ Eontrary to our expe^- 

Iptions apd prcdiction.s, founded upon 

the wlMora of the project, *pid the ex- 

h t^ive means enoployed to' effect its 

“ sucoess^ as well as the inforrnatlipi w® 

ware ip thp luihit pf occasionally recelj;- 


" from int|ll|gent ofheew attached ^ 

" the Exp^dlhon, it is with infinite j^ef 
" we uPderstund that advices were ydster- 
" day received from Lord Chatham, sUt^ 

" ing, that from the information he bad * 
*' received, of the oumbers which the ene- 
" ray had been able to ^collect for the de- 
" fence of Antwei^p, and the extensive in- 
“ undations they bad elfected, his lonlship, 

“ in concurrence with the opinion of the 
‘‘ lieutenant-generals, had decided, not to 
'< advance from South Beveland against 
*' that city ; so that the meditated attack 
“ upon its arsenal, and the French fleet, is 
“ altogether abandoned. Our readers will 
o recollect, that about a fortnight nnce 
o we expre.<«ed the serious apprehensions* 
" we felt in respect to the apparent tardi- 
“ ness of the proceedings, and happy 
" shall we be to find that the delay in our 
“ operations, which we then foresaw would 
“ enable the enemy to collect the means 
‘‘ of opposing an effectual resistance to our 
" future effu'ts, was rendered unavoidable 
“ by the untoward circumstances under 
“ which our commanders found themselves 
“ placed. Never certainly was an epter- 
“ prize ntore wisely or judiciously planned, 

“ and we cannot dissemble that jf sends oar 
heart to conteuimlate its failure in any 
“ particular, satisfied as we are that the 
“ most ample means were provided to en- 
“ sure its complete success. The most 
“ formidable and best equipped armament 
“ that ever sailed from the shores of Bri- 
“ tain, was upwards of a month in the 
“ Scheldt, and instead .of its projected 
“ operatic!^ being simultaneously carried 
“ iiito execution, the greatc.st part of our 
“ force remained inactive during the whole 
“ of that time in sight of the cniemy* who, 

« from the uitfbrtunate delay, were enabled, 

“ not only to collect numerous corps from 
“ various quarters, but effectually to inun- 
“ date t^e country to prevent our approach. 

“ The co'nteinplation of so unexpected a 
“ result, grieves our very soid; noa can our 
" grief be alleviated otherwise than by 
“ oar Cptntnanders being Me to give a satis- 
•• factory fxplanaHon aipon the subject ;-2- 
“ this explanation, we trost, they will be 
»“*able tp affet^ ; and resting upon 
“ hope, wfc sfajdt not attempt to prejud^ 

“ the qpestioh. For the present, we de- 
“ rive some ground of consolation frwn 
“the prqspect, that notwithstanding ^the 
ab^dbnment of the enterprize aff^hsst 
“ the fleet and arsenal of the meroy, 

“ imeahs thay nevertheless be foanid so to 
“ ql^ruct the navigation of the,^|»1dt W 






" to i^e usdle^lo the enemy. 

.« The possession of Walcheren may ena- 
« ble us to effect this great object, wliich, 
" If accotnplishei^, would produce a most 
" important fffect, inasmuch as the ene- 
hay's fleet WouUi thereby become use- 
" less,'and ima great measure compensate 
“ for the failure of the enlerprize against 
•‘ Antwerp,"—Here we have a palpable 
attempt to throw all the blame upon the 
Commander, who, it is plainly enough as¬ 
sented, might have gone up tlie Scheldt with 
a part of nis Ibrce, while the rest was left 
to take Flushing. This, however, is bare 
assertion. Nothing is oflered to us in 
support of it; either of the nature of fact 
or of argument. A hypocritical hireling 
may affect to ,have h» " heart vended,” 
and to be gneoed to his very mil,” 
though, like fludibras’s Bear, such an 
animal would more becomingly complain, 
that if "grieved him to the guts;” a 
profligate hypocrite like this (one of those 
who aided in the suppression of 22 docu¬ 
ments out of 27) may aflecl to be grieved 
at ivhat Jias happened, and may, in order 
to obtain his villainous pay, accuse the 
Commander by saying, that our whole 


of dis|^ise ; and tSat my Lord Chattelfe^ 
was Sent oat for-the express piftpose of 
beiflg^ade a Marquis. It was not 'till 
i heard, that Monnet (with whom, by 
the bye, our army appear to be very 
angry) was pelting us with his balls, and 
that, too, tor several days, that 1 began to 
suspect any thing of the real state of the 
case ; and, never was 1 more surprized at 
any thing in all my life than at the resist¬ 
ance of Monnet, who, of course, I looked 
upon as having been bought, long before a 
ship left Margate.—-To deliver the Spa¬ 

niards seemed a pretty tough undertaking, 
and has proved to be such ; but, to tleii- 
ver the Dutch, in spite of their teeth, and 
their snickersnees, and their dykes and 
their fortresses, commanded by French 
Engineers, is, surely, the maddest thing of 
the two. To deliver the Dutch, by knock¬ 
ing their brains out, in the defenceless 
island of Walcheren, w’as* no difiicult mat¬ 
ter, but to push on, in» the work of deli¬ 
verance, up the Scheldt, the banks of 
which are well known to be bristled with 
fortresses, the best constructed in Europe; 
to lay a ‘‘plan” like this, and to let this 
plan be pubUckly talked ot^ for weeks be¬ 
fore the deliverers sailed! . . ' . . It 


force remained Employed against-FIu.sh- fore the deferers sailed ! . . . . It 

ing, instead of a part being sent forward , is impossible to find W'ords wherein fitly 
np the Scheldt, which unfortunate delay en- to express one's contempt of it.-This 


abled the enemy to collect troops to de¬ 
fend Antwerp. A prostituted hireling 
may say this, but, where is the proof, that, 
at (my time, it would have been safe to 
enter the Scheldt with an army? Lord 
Chatham, in one of his dispatches, states 
explicitly, that the government had given 
him, or, at least, that he had gone ffom 
England with, false informatim as to the 
state of Antwerp, vviiieh instead of being 
defenceless, w^as in excellent order for de¬ 
fence ; and, are we not to believe it possi¬ 
ble, that there was false information in 
oth^ respects ?——When I first heard it 


precious plan, too, was, it is said, hatched 
by ohe Crew of Jews and Contractors; 
or, at least, that the intelligence, whence 
the plan originated, came, through some of 
them, from their Dutch Jew cornespond- 
enta, who wished to have a share, doubt¬ 
less, in the guineas and dollars that such 
an attempt at deliverance would cause to 
be squandered. This Crew is our bane. 
Such expeditions are what they love, be- 
caitse they bring them profit. They love 
w'ar generally, because it brings contracts 
and jobs; but they are,particularly Ibnd 


olh^ respects ?——When I first heard it . of this expedition sort of war ; these sud- 
lilnfed^ that the armament was intended den armaments; these excuses for paying 
for tfeeifutch terrUories, r could ^ them enormous ,suras of the public mo- 

exclaimi'nig, y tmposiiWe?'' I did not think ,ney; for enriching them at the expence 
it^dssjbfe for any man to entertain such of all those Who labour or who have 

a project; bni, wpen*it became flotofious, estates.-.Still, however, it is the nation’s 

that anariny was intended to be sent ap fault. There were nrjt a few amongst us, 
tAe &AdlS(i?,T did believe,'‘who '(veie foolisH .«Aoagh to believe, or 
guineas (ybo never shew'their faces at base enough to prefend to believe, that the 
home) had. paved the v^ay for us as far as Dutch were watt^tg' with anxiety for the 
•Antwerp, abi fte^ I have dfearnt arrival of our ariftament; that they were 

of any thing so mhd, so stupidi so sicken- ready to tb^bw themselves into om‘ arms; 

ing, «o n^f^hpl^ to attempt that tbejr did ipLouis Napoleon, and 

to get tO'Ahtwdc^^l/tifCe I made were io eager vti) get rid of his “ yoke,’^ 

*nre,f that wchad ttlade that Instead of this, our armament found the 

wa^ to be a. mere measui^ Di^tch very well disposed to cutour thiotta 





^ vdtti their long pointed knives, called 
snickersiiees. In short, cotry thing, which 
was to.Id us upon the subject, was *falsfe, 
and, there can be little doubt, that lord 
Chatham was deceived as completely as 

the nation was.-Jt is, besides, to be 

observed, that the/eoer, which has created 
more ^iiscontent than every other mishap 
belonging to the expedition, is not be-im¬ 
puted to the commander; but, it may be, 
to the planners of the enterprizebecause 
rAey ought to have known what son of 
climate they were sending the troops to. 

-Jt is, perhaps, of little consequence, 

just at this time, on whose head the blame 
may alight; but, 1 think it is for the pub¬ 
lic good, that people should not be in¬ 
duced, tvithout sufficient reason, to throw 
the blame upon lord Chatham, who, as 
far as I can see, if he had been another 
Marlborough, could not have done »jmcA 
more than he did ; and, there is this fur¬ 
ther evil attending* blame wrongfully 
throw'll upon him, that it tends to screen 
those, to whom, as suggesters and planners 
and urgers and hallooers, the blame is really 
due. * 

Jacobin Guineas.- The phrase "dis¬ 

count upon guineas,” in my article upon this 
suBject (page 377) was used in a hurry, 
instead of “ discount upon banknotes in ex¬ 
change for guineas ."—I am pleased to sec, 
that the philosopher, in the Morning C7m%- 
nicle, and his opponent, in some publica¬ 
tion not named by the Chronicle, seem^ 
disposed keep up their coAtroversy; 
because I am quite'sure, from what they 
have already done, that they will do a 
great deal ot good.——^Twenty thousand of 
these Jacobins were, the news-papers tell 
us, appraliended, the other day, by the 
police-officers, in a vessel upon the Thames, 
whence they were just about to set sail to 
the continent, and ,>10 all* likelihood, to 
Holland or France. But, alas! it is in 
vain to endeavour to stop them by coercive 
measures. They will §o any whither, 
rather than remain here to circulate in* 
company with the Thread-needle street 
money. Besides, xvhiit should they be 
here for f They have in them a real rg^- 
lue ; and, what should they remain here 
for, while we have so many shops for the 
making of money, which has in itself bo 
real value at all? -It is folly su¬ 

preme to suppose, that, in the present 
state of thipgs, the guineas will remain in 
England, Suppose 1 had ten thousand of 
them/I should let them go ykith persons 
who wanted-to'carry money abroad, be¬ 


cause these persons would give me, pefo 
haps, eleven thousand pohuds, in paper- 
money, for them. Is there any law against 
the emigration of guineas? Oh, no! It 
is nonsense to talk of it. While? if any one 
#ill go to Portsmouth, dr Plymouth, when 
a fleet trf* men of war is going out, he will 
see a couple of hundred of subaltern 
blood-suckers, who wear long beards, that 
they may passfbr Jews, selling guineas to 
the sai lors at a price much higher than they 
have ever yet fetched in Smithfield mar¬ 
ket, and, by the means of which traffic, 
the poor fellows lose a very considerableporet 
tian of their pay. This is a very serious 
evil, and one, amongst thousands of others, * 
that we owe to the terrible' system of 

paper-money.-One of the wise men, 

who arc writing upon the subject, in the 
news-papers aforementioned,'says, that it 
is not the paper which has but 

the guinea which has risen, in value. 
What a wise man ! What a philosopher! 
So, because we cqn still get a loaf, at .some 
rate or other, for the Thread-needle street 
money, that money has not depreciated; be¬ 
cause it is not completely blown away, it 
is as good as it ever was ! But, wise man, 
you should bear in mind, that the value is 
relative and not positive, and that, if the 
paper-money be not worth so much, in re¬ 
lation to the guinea, as it used to be, the 
paper-money has depreciated. The guinea 
is thostandard ; it is the touchstone; and, 
if the paper-money will not bear its touch, 

it is become debased.- a certain 

point the guinea will sink with the paper, hfut 
it will go no farther. Whether it has al¬ 
ready re;iched that point, I am not certain. 

1 do not think ithus generally zad decidedly ; 
because, if it had, we should see more gui¬ 
neas ; and we should hear bargains openly 
made, making a distinction betisWn prices 
in gold and prices in paper. The guineas 
disappear now, only because things are 
not generally come to this pass; bacause 
they have not their just value given them 
in.our bargains: because they are insulted 
by the continual atten»pts which igno¬ 
rance is making to keep them upon an 
eqiiaRty .with old rags mashed and printed 
into irioney. When they once come to be 
treated with proper respect and deference, 
they will, as the gold did in America and 
France, re-appear in ' abundance. At 
present they are gone, and aj'pear to be 
fast going, upon their travels ; but, it is 
surprizing how quickly they wilt 0hck 
back again, when once they find* us gene- 
•rtilly disposed to treat them with becomilig 
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^isUncti(m*v««HQjae of the f>bUosop|jers, of my county. lUimr, Mu, Pe^X# 
above bpa fe^ that p?iper show me, whal: right you have to 

is as good as gold, a* long as pecple have sufh ‘truths, any more than I had.-Tr-r-To 
confid^ce in it; aye* sure : and, u>itk the be sure, if the guinea he “ degr^^^,’* WO 
«im .^oiTtso^ halts out of a Hanoverian's matter from what cause, it will nPt Slay- 
whiakera are as good as paper. But, the It will go abroad, because it cantiot gptHs 
fact ia, that there are events, nay, mere ru- value at home.^-T-I am rather pleased 
monra of events, arising^ from within or seeing the passage, hecause it has ac^tually 
coming .irom without, any one of which reached me since 1 wrote down tp the very 
titro^d destroy (hat amfidence in the twinkling sentence, with which 1 have introduced il^- 
t^meye: and would, of course, annihilate 1 am pleased at it, because it is a pr<^l^ 
the paper-money j but no event, of any that there is a right way of thinking arising 
sort, however dreadtul or calamitous, could amongst us, as to this important matter, 

: ^tber destroy, or lessen the value of, and because it ailbrds room to hope, that 
gold and silver; but, on the contrary, the grand delusion is fast drawing to a 
, would, and must enhance their value; close.——-This writer, however, has his 
because it must be clear to every one, remedy, for which I a>n sorry, hecause he 
that, if the pappr-moDBy were annihilated, aids the delusion. He has a notion, that, 
the guiiiea, which will now purchase only by dimmultir^ the quantity qf bfink notes, 
about,five pecks of wheat, would purchase, you would raise their value, and so bring 
perhaps, three bushels, as it did previous back tlte gold. But, admitting that sych 

• to Pitt’s administration_There is a would be the would the c«MScproduce 

passage in the Morning Chronicle of no other effect?- -bet us hear his ovvn 

Wednesday, jn a letter signed R, which words:-"This is the temptation to their 

passage I shall here insert, as well worthy “ exportation, and operates the same as a 
of notice, particularly .by W readers.—- “ demand from abroad. Qur currency is 

Tlie severity of the law, against the ex- “ already superfluous, and it is worse than 
a portation of gold coin, prevents any one " useless to retain the guineas here. But 
'‘from openly selling bank-notes at a dis- “diminish the currency by ce/hag in the 
‘‘count; not front &ny delicacy, as y orv “ excess qf bank-notes: make a partial tfid, 
“ correspondent supposes me U> say, “ as your correspondent justly observes 
against doing an immoral or an unlawful “ was done in France and other countries, 
“ act, but from the foar, that, as itis known “sffom the annikUation qf their paper-credit, 
“ that no one can purchase guines^^, but “ and what can prevent the efiectual de- 
saUh a view ta exportation, he would be- “ mand wliich would thereby be iminedi- 
" come an object of suspicion,—he would “ ately created, from producing, an impor- 
«,b® watched, and unabie to efiect bis par- " tqtion qf gold, and, consequently a fa- 

“ pose. Repeal the law, arid what can “ yourab)e exchange ?”- Tbeot)/^ effect 

“ pre vent an ounce of standat'd gold in which this diminution woi^ ld produce would 
“ guineas from selling qt as good a price be this: that, tlw country would have to pay 
•* m an wace qf Pta-tggal qoin, when it js much more than it npw pays to thefvnd-hplders. 
“ known to he rather superior to it in €>.imunsh the quantity of circulating me- 
“.purity ? 4nd if ounce of standard dium,‘',and you add to the value of wh?**- 
“.^gpld, in guineas, would sell in the. remains; so <that the fynd-holder, who 
" market (as Portugal coin has lately done) now receives, in the’ name of a pcm4 in 
"ab^. ISs. peroz. how long would a money, about )5 quartern*lo.aves ft'Pm the 
"Jogger sell Ids goods at the same price either tax^payers in general, would, in that same 
i^ld or lmnkmies indifferently ? The pound, recolve 20 or 30 quartern-ioayesL 

• “penalties of the law, theffifore, have Oh,no! '^ere can be no ob 

*rfkgr,adcd the'fiw guineas %n circulation quantity of piper^ which, pn the contrary, 
"Jo palm the, ffankrnotes, but. send must mcre,aae . WRh the .quantity of the 
“ them n^otMhvmd they will pmrehase ex- tjCxes, and which, of -coiurae,,muat go on 
" acdy wJhnt an equal quantity of Por- depreciating in y;^pe and th-mtSg 

" tttgal twin wUh”-—^Tliis latter part.of out Ms spe^y, until the day <^es, when 
the paragraph Seys .what f said, about four that " pqrticd wid’* in the eurroncy, of 
years. a^0, .S^ for saying which Mr. Sheri- whifrft tnis writer take placje, 

dan atlnnked roe by name in the House, of I do not, imnst, however, confess, very 
Commons, whifo, out pf-d^ iwas efoariy-ct^Bprehend vkai is'*'meant by 
assaulted, by the whole gnog of hirelings^ the word; " partial^’ as here applied, 
aalh wretch that aimed a bjfow af He H>e^ of " jMfkingt a 
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« «i was done in France and other coori- 
«tries, from the ANNIHILATION p^f 

their paper-credit."-Zooks ! & *void 

indeed this would make ; hot, very far 
from being partial, 1 think. 1 will not, 
however, quatrel with the name.* give me 
but the thing, and I care not how you 

name it-^But, is it not odd, that this 

writer should think of effecting, by the 
means of a diminution In the amount of the 
bank notes, that which, in France, it re¬ 
quired an annihilation of paper-money to 
effect i As an argument of analogy this is 
certainly very deffcient, and that, too, in 
the most essential point,—It is impossi¬ 
ble to look atthe state of the p^er-money, 
and to consider its connectitm with what 
is called the funds, or tAe stociiv, without feel¬ 
ing an anxious desire to warn people 
against the danger, nay, the ruin, to which, 
from a misunderstanding of the matter, 
many of them, with the best intentions, 
are daily exposing themselves, and many 
more of them are daily exposing their chil¬ 
dren.-When Pitt first became minister, 

a person, who received 5 pounds a year 
interest upon a certain quantity* of stock, 
cotiJd buy about tvio hmdred quartern loaves 
with it; bat, that same person, with the 
satAe interest, upon the same stock, can 
now buy only about seventy five quartern 
haves. Thus that person’s income bus sunk 
in reality, in the proportion of from 200 fb 
75, though it is nonnnally the same. And, 
indeed, we daily witness the melancholy 
effects of this depreciating power of paper- 
money, not payable in gold or silver. 
That the thing will go on thus, there can 
be no ddubt. Ought not fathers and mo¬ 
thers, therefore, to I’eflect well, before they 
provide fjr their children's future support 
by vesting property in what is ca^d thfi 
fitnds, or, by some, the stocks ? There are 
numerous persons, whose •income arises 
from this source, wdiere the kindness of 
parents has placed it by way o\‘ security; 
Mt, surely, living parents ought to take 
warning from the late of those children, 
whose fortunes were'vested in the funds 
SBily a few years ago, and many of whom, 
able tlien to keep their carriages upon 
1 ih«ir incomes, are now scarcely able 
to keep a single servant of any sort .or 
•ize. Hut, this ss not all. It is not a re¬ 
gular emnml dimnution only that 

nuch parents imght to dread, in behalf of 
their children (which, however, no parent 
fcas a right to btxjueath to his child); there 
is the fttrther 4anger of a total tamihUation 
‘nf the/orbme ; fee, the fact is, ^at the funds 


are the btmk notes, anA the hank notes are ike 
fitnd*. Brom every person, who is possesied 
of a stock certificate, the government hw, 
directly or indirectly, borrowed so much 
money. Well, what does it wve as a se-' 
curity for the payment of the interest i 
Why, this same certificate. Well, and of 
what use is the certificate ? Why, it ena¬ 
bles the holder of it to go and draw the in¬ 
terest. Well, and whither does he go to 
get the interest ? Why, to the bank in 
Threadnecdle street. Well, and what sort 
of money is he paid the interest in ? Why, 
the paper-money, printed at that place ., 
Well, then, is not here the whole thing 
complete ? And, if any event were to de¬ 
stroy the paper money, would not the cer¬ 
tificate of such stock-holder be worth less 
than the bitofpaperuponwhichlamnow 
writing ?—Fathers and mothers; all 
those have fortunes to leave; all those 
who have provision to make for children, 
relations, or friends, should duly consider 

these things.--For the same reason, peo- 

I pie should avoid annuities as much as pos¬ 
sible, the nominal amount being always the 
same, in such cases, whatever may be the 
depreciation in the real value. If, for in¬ 
stance, an annuity were now granted of » 
hundred a year, in twenty years-time 
(things proceeding as they have done) it 
would not be wortli above forty pounds a 
year. The life insurance offices must gadn 
immensely from this cause. In this case, 
indeed, and in the case of a grant or settle¬ 
ment upon ‘pri'vate property, the chances 
may be said to be reciprocal; because, 
though the paper-money be annihii£U:ed, 
and moirey, of course, augmented in value, 
the annuity must still be paid in its nomi- 
nal amount, I must confess, however, 
that I do not think, that this cotJd |>e,JHid, 
if it could, it ought not; for, certainly 
the party granting or settling never 
could eount up«n any such change, if 
he bad, it is clear he would'have provided 
against it. in the case, therefore, of an 
annihilation of the paper-money, the law 
most come and fix upoi^a mode of doing 
justice between the annuitant and the 
pjgrty who had to pay the annuity. This, 
too, must he the case with respect to rents 
and other payments, arising from con¬ 
tracts of a similar nature. Nor, cain I 
help thinking, titat vefy great injufitioe 
was dotie to fond lords, mortgagees, . asaJ' 
otsliers, having permaoifmt nommal ide- 
•niands upon real property; I cannot htr^ 
-thiakisig, that great irijwstice was ^oiae to 
tthem, when the aet was passed, to protect 
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the Bank in Thrcad*neetlle street, against 
those, who demanded, or might demand, 
gold in exchange for its promissory notes. 
This act produced a depreciation of mo¬ 
ney, Which has ever since been going 
regularly on. Of course, the landlord, 
who had then let a farm for y< hnndred 
pounds a year, now gets less for it tlian he 
then did.. The fact"is, that, though no?ni~ 
mllif the same, the real amount is not now 
above two thirds of what it was then. So 
that, this act of protection for the Thread- 
' needle street Bank, did, in reality, pro- 
. duce a violation of the contract betwe^ithe 
landlord and the tenant, to the very great 
injury of the former, and, if he let a 21 
year’s lease, to something very little short 
of his ruin. This a*t ought to have pro- 
, Tided for the due fulfilment of all con¬ 
tracts then' existing, by enabling the 
claimant parties to demand payment in gold 
w'hich they cannot now do, or, at least, they 
cannot legally en/orcc their demand, in the 
same way as they cOuld have done be¬ 
fore that act was passed.-Here again 

it may be said, that .the chances are reci¬ 
procal; but, no; for, depend upon it, 
that if the value of money was to take so 
sudden a rise'(as it inevitably would upon 
an annihilation of the paper-money) as to 
sink wheat from 30/. to 10/. a load, a law 
would be pass|;d, and a law, indeed, 
must be passed, to restore leases to the 
spirit of their covenants. For these rea¬ 
sons, all those who have Jands to let, 
and who think it beneficial to let leases 
for any numj^er of years, should fol¬ 
low the example «f Lord Malmsbcry, 
who (I am told so, at least), lets'all his 
lands upon a corn-rent; that is to say, he 
covenants to receive in each year, the 
market price, of that year, qf so many quarters 
wheat, for each farm. Nothing can be 
more fair or satisfactory than this mode t® 
both parties. Neither, as far as this trans- 
actioh between them goes, need care what 
is the price of wheat, or what the state of 
the currency. The one is sure to receive 
the »va/ amount pf his rent, and the other 
to pay no more than the reaf amdunt of it, 
from the one end of the lease to the«6t^er. 
Andi there ts this peculiar excellence in 
it^ ilmt the amount which the tenant has 
to pay must always keep an exact propor¬ 
tion to bis meani of paying; and, on the 
side of the landlord, in dear years he re- 
■ceives more, m cheap years less; so that 
even his income too is proportioned to his 
necessary expenditure.——So much f^r 
Jicohin Gtdneas, They baTe led kiiuj: 


a long string of desultory remarks, which, 
however,.must, one of these daji's, become 
intefesting to every soul in the kingdom. 
——As to the “ remedies” for depreciation, 
for the buying u'p and exporting of 
guineas, they are all imaginary. There 
is no remedy. The thing must go on, and 
will go on, as irresistibly as the bills of 
mortality; and, I should think, that to 
convince any one that no diminution in 
the (Quantity of the Bank notes can take 
place, it is only necessary to point out, 
chat one efi'ect of such diminution would be 
(0 augment the real amount of the taxes, now 
paki to the fund-holders, unless, indeed', such 
person supposes, that the nation has not 
yet got taxes enough to pay. 

The Whigs are all alive, apparently, 
upon the prospect of some change in the 
ministry. 1 can say nothing new upon the 
subject, and shall only repeat my v<dsh, 
that no change whatever may take place. 

W“. COBBETT. 

Botley, Thursday, 21 Sept. 1809. 


. TO 

SAMUEL WHITBREAD, Esq. M.P. 

/I 

“ Quatid les sauvageg de la Louisiane veuldit 
“ avoir du fruit, ils coupent I’arbre au pied et 
“ cueillent le fruit. Voi.'sl le gouvcrnement dcspo- 
“ tique.” Montesqcieu. 

i) 

" In quo lapsa consuetude deflexit de via, sen- 
“ simque eo deducta est, nt honestatem ab utilitate 
“ gecernens et constituerot, bonestuin esge aliquid, 
“ quod utile non egaet, et utile, quod rioii lionesium: 
“ qua nulla pernicieg major bominum viUe p<jtait 
“ afferri.” Cic. de Off. Lib. ii. Cap. 3. 

Sir; - • 

1 address this Letter to you, because I 
entertain a very high opinion of your 
taleiita,' and give you credit for as much 
rectitude and consistency in your political 
conduct, as, in my ^opinion, most of our 
legislators can fairly lay claim to. With 
respect to your ^iHvate character, I have 
heard it well, and never ill, spoken of. 
This with me is an important considem- 
tion, in estimating the patriotic professiona 
of any public man. 1 shall, therefore, 
venture to assume, that you are not vulner¬ 
able in the latter, or, 1 think, the. patriot¬ 
ism of our friend John Bowles would 
not have with-held from the public the 
benefit of exposure. We all recollect bis 
laudablh industry, in collecting anecdotes 
of the late Puke of Bedford, in which his 
zeal was liot the less conspicuous, because 
he happened to be too much in haste to 
ascertain the truth of wliat be puhlisbedj 
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anfl therefore propagated sca:ndal foapded 
on' positive falsehood. 

' The cause I nowif write to you, is my 
happening to see your name mentioned in 
the preface of a pamphlet, which the lac- 
quics of the Treasury are circulating with 
])rodigious activity, under the title of 
Dem^mts of Reform, by Wm. Cobbett 
this work consisting, as no' doubt, you 
know, of quotations from his former, and 
intended to Counteract the effect of his 
present, writings. This is a wretched 
miser^ible attempt at delusion ; for what 
can be so ridiculous, as to oppose s8lf- 
evident truths, such as nine-tenths of the 
nation now feel an entire conviction of, 
by what either Mr. Cobbett, or any other 
person, formerly said, or thought about 
them ? What an opinion these impostors 
must have of the understanding of those 
that they expect to delude hy such despi¬ 
cable means! 1 But, their opinipn of 
them what it may, it certainly is quite 
favourable enough, if they can find heads 
*0 shallow, as to become the dupes of this 
trick. In the preface, to whith I have 
adverted, ;^oii will perceive the honour¬ 
able mention made of your recent politi- 
caT conduct, which, it appears, has so 
dreadfully alarmed and offended the whole 
venal tribe, that you are denounced, or 
rather '* stand convicted” of all crimes 
united in one ; that of associating with 
.such men as Sir Francis Burdett, and some 
others of ihe same stamp. What, Sir, 
will you go so desperate a length, as to 
identify yourself, regardless of all party, 
and selfish views, with those who, like Sir 
Francis, have pursued an undeviating line 
of public <luty, actuated alone by an in-^ 
flexible attachment to the true princi- 
les of the British Constitution ? If you 
ave so made up your mtnd, I congra¬ 
tulate you from the bottpm qf ray heart; 
for I do not think you can better evince 
your probity, certainly'not, the sound¬ 
ness of your discretion ; for unless I most 
amazingly mistake the fearful signs of 
the times in which we live, it is only 
edmmon sense for men, situated aS ygu 
are, to afford, while they have dn^oppor- 
tunity of doing so, the most unequivocal 
demonstrations of patriotism. Wnitj the 
crisis which evidently is approaching, ar¬ 
rives (and which may be as sudden, as it 
is inevitable,) I should not choose to be 
Jh the numtfer of the mock-patriots, who 
will have to face the resentment of an in¬ 
dignant injured halion. Perhaps I shall be 
told this'is language calculated to inflame 
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the pubne mind. My talents are not o£ 
thit order, as to effect any such mighty 
achievertients. But, Sir, if the causes of 
discontent were either few, or* unsubstan¬ 
tial in their nature, I should defy any lan¬ 
guage however forcible, any. eloquence 
however brilliant, indeed I should com¬ 
pletely defy the united artillery of the 
Press and of the Forum, to e.\cite any thing 
like serious commotion, or even disaffec¬ 
tion in the British nation. What do you, 
or can any rational man suppose, is the 
cause that the popularity of Sir Francis , 
Burdett is steadily increasing, among all 
ranks in this country, opposed as he uni¬ 
formly has been, by all the opprobrium 
and misrepresentation that enraged ve¬ 
nality and corruption can possibly assail 
him with ? Sir Francis might as well 
preach to the winds, if the melancholy 
evils he so feelingly'deplores, knd earnest¬ 
ly labours to avert from the country, had 
not found their way to Englishmeirs fire¬ 
sides. Perhaps it is quite superfluous for 
me, on the present occasion, to offer any 
new argument on the momentous subject 
of Parliamentary Reform. So long, how¬ 
ever, as common sense and common ho¬ 
nesty, have any thing to do with 'human 
institutions, I cannot-help believing that 
the plain English of Sir Francis Burdett 
will be much better understood than the 
metaphy.sical subtleties of Mr. Windham. 

If the latter gentleman really does consi¬ 
der, as hois reported to, have expressed 
himSelf, that those who are asking for Re¬ 
form, are either dupes or knaves,” what 
must lie thought of the debased condition 
of human nature ; what, in particular, of 
the state of society and morals in this 
country ; when it is contended that po¬ 
litical turpitude, that detected fraud, 
rapine and coiTuption in every depart¬ 
ment, civil and military, had better re¬ 
main with impunity, than to risk a ^irac- 
tical recurrence to those principles, upon 
which, all the best authorities have uni¬ 
formly maintained, that* both the safety * 
and splendour of the monarchy, as well 
as. the liberties ,and prosperity of the 
people, essentially rest ? Surely it is too 
much to expect the acquiescence of the 
people in a state of things, which is at 
open war with the immutable principlei 
of truth and justice ; which is as vicious in, 
practice^ * as it is in theory ; which is 
directly subversive of the foundation Of 
parliament; which, in short, is calculated 
to GODfbund all distinction of right sTtid 
wrong, by converting what we still deno- 
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iBiinate tfa*'representatives of tbe people, 
into an assembly, of which tiie great ma- 
joclty are as much at the disposal of the 
Boroagh*Ms>ngers, as absolute sovereignty 
on one side, and unconditional submission 
On the other, can place them. This is the 
State of diings that we are cither “ fools or 
knaves** for opposing ; this is the state 
of things, which, after having created 
such imminent dangers even to the in¬ 
dependence of the country, in addition 
to tlie suflerings of the great body of 
the. people, we are not to deem suscep- 
’ tible of any remedy !! It is this state of 
things (Oh God! the heart sickens at such 
revolting, impudent profligacy) that has 
stimulated some men to proclaim the "iie- 
" cessity of making a stand against popu- 
“ lar encroachments.”—I observed that 
Mr. Wilberforce, in a late debate, was re¬ 
ported to declare that the people of this 
country never more fully enjoyed the 
blessings of the British constitution than 
at present. Mr. Wilberforce may as well 
be superficial on this *subject, as on any 
other. There are, however, unfortunately, 
such immense numbers among us, over 
whose minds Mr.'Wilberforce has peculiar 
influence, that 1 lament the share he con¬ 
tributes to the general delusion. This 
delusion has been our deadly enemy. 
Good heavens 1 how many millions of our 
own money does it yearly cost us to pay 
those whose business it absolutely is to 
impose upon our understandings; to in¬ 
cessantly, labour to'establish a settled no¬ 
tion in the public mind, that tiiere is nothing 
sadicaliy wrong in the conduct of 'our 
affairs; that the sacrifiges we make are 
positively unavouiable, Uiat the income 
and otlter war taxes are indi^ensible for 
the maintenance of the contest with, France, 
and, consequently, for the preservauon of 
oar lives and liberties, indeed of all that is 
dear J(o us: whereas, 1 am as well convinc¬ 
ed as I am of my existence, that all our 
danger, whether dTsubjugatioo to a foreign 
yoke, or of real ^unqualified despotic at 
Dome, arises from the continuance of those 
taxes which are asserted to be nece^^ry 
for av^ing sachoalafnities. Why, these 
ta]^ are a real positive curse; a miiistotie 
about the . neck of the country. In tbe 
laudable work nf imposing upon pub¬ 
lic creduiity, I perceive Mr. Tierney 
has been assisting,with aM bis might; and 
if any thing- coiHd astonish me, it is tbe 
assurance wjth which this ger^eman ap. 
pdkrs to have attacked Mr. ^todie, on«a« 
reeent oocasioqf ia wiueh Jte is reported to 
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have ironically expressed the prodigwus 
pleaijure he felt; and in which’he pre¬ 
sumed the Chancellor of the Exchequeu 
would participate, at the discovery, by 
Mr. Wardle, that the INCOME TAX 
might be immediately got rid of by a Re¬ 
form of Parliament. 1 know. Sir, that 
the party always felt a little shyness of 
this Mr. Tierney ; you, perhaps, remem¬ 
ber an inscription upon the back of a 
certain portrait which never ought to 
have been honoured with tbe station it 
occupied " vix ———Look here now! 
haf^ we not a pretty sample of a consist¬ 
ent. firm, honest, patriot, such as this Mr. 
Tierney is so kind as to tell us he is! 1 
Who would believe, without having wit¬ 
nessed the fact, that such was the profess¬ 
ed abhorrence, in which the Income Tax 
was held by this indignant senator, that 
no real, or pretended exigencies of the 
state could ever tolerate its adoption ? It 
was rtot on any terms to be endured by 
Englishmen, because it was not only dread¬ 
fully partial in its operation, but contrary 
to all the acknowledged principles of le¬ 
gitimate taxation : it was not only a most 
grievous additional burlhen to*a nation al¬ 
ready groaning under the load of ta*es, 
but absolutely a direct attack on the inde¬ 
pendence, domestic happiness, and con¬ 
stitutional rights of Englishmen. All 
this, and much more, appeared from time 
to time, in the reports of the speeches of 
this honourable ; right hmouratk, gentle¬ 
man, 1 should say. Nay, this Mr. Tier¬ 
ney was so determined in his opposition to 
the Income Tax, that tbe author of it was 
never to be at rest, for he promised to 
make a stand against it, as offen as the 
■ forms^of the house would admit of. Now, 
who would have suppo^d, that the com¬ 
plete conversion of tjhis patriot was just on 
the point of taking place ? Behold ! be 
very soon ctoppetl into office, to which I 
have not the smaliest doubt his eyes were, 
and still remain, piously directed; and, 
no sooner had he passed the threshold, 
than he set all his ingenuity to 'work: 
What to do. Sir, think you ? Why to make 
np, as he mnply did, for Pitt’s deficiency 
of invdhtion, by rendering this {as he call¬ 
ed it) "scourge,” this "torture,” ffiis 
" inquisitiop,” this " unpaidonable insult 
" to the liberties of tbe people oS Engiand,” 
beyond comparison more efficient then 
the lattor had been able to do. Suppose 
Mr. WanUe, instead of condescending to 
reply to his sneers in any other way, Imd 
insisted, in thenuae of ^ .people of £ng- 
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latifi, on th« flecfessily of immedialely re- hear, withotft relucting oft the oaiise, that “ 
paling th» tax, resting his demand'sole* guineas are bought up with aridity iii 
ly on the foundation of Mr. Tierney’s Sraithfield market, at the rate of 23 or 
former arguments against its adoption; shillings each: when they bear, that they 
namely, that it Was oppressive, vexatious, are worth 26 or 27 shillings on the contH 
partial, and unjust: are not these as good nent ? Unless the very nature of things 
reasons for the repeal as they were against has changed, and first principles become 
its adoption ? Pray, Sir, qjin you imagine, n chimera, not only in morals and polities, 
can the utmost refinement of injustice but also in common arithmetic, our situa- 
furnish any thing more repugnant, not tion demonstrates one of two evils: either 
merely to the excellence of the constitu- our pretended commercial posprity is a 
tion, but to What is much more intelligi- complete deception, and we are obliged 
ble, that Obvious principle of ethics: to import from the cftntinerit to a most, 
doing unto others as we would be ^^e alarming extent beyond the value of our 
unto j than a Tax upon Income, which exports, or our Bank notes, if not nomift* • 
takes equally from the same amount, with- ally so here, are not the less, in reality, at 
out regard either to the nature of such In- an aiormous discount. No sophistry Can 
come, or the ability or inability to pay it ? do away this plain deduction. 

For instance, one person has a precarious I am, Sir, &c. 

income, of which the whole is unavoida- An ENUHSHMAN 

b!y consunred for the absolute subsistence of the Old School. 

of a large family ; and, 1 think it will not-——-- — — — 

be denied by many, that the expenditure OFFICIAL PAPERS, 

itself is taxed in one way or another quite 

enough: another has an income of the PTf^lurnaiion qf Marslial Auger^u, Duke qf^ 
same amount, let us say 200/., derived C^tigUune, Sfc. to the Inhabitants qf 

fmtti real property, without any one but CMalonia. Dated lip'pignan, July 2.— 

himself to* support.—In a second letter, I (Continvedfrotup. 
shell endeavour to demonstrate to you, Errors and faults shall meet with indul- 
what 1 wonder any one doubts, not only gence : moderation, loyalty, and fidelity 
the safety and practicability, but also the may be secure of our aid ; but let perfidy 
absolut#iTccc5s%i of an immediate redufc- fear and tremble. But obstinate rebels, the 
tion of the taxes, and a recurrence to the evil-minded, who blow up the flames of 
sound maxims x)f our ancestors, beginning dissension, shall meet with no pardon. The 
with the extirpation of all the dangerous lightning is ready to fall on their heads.— 
monopolies in the country* and especially Erring citizetw, return to your hearths; 
of the Bank restrictidU, the parent of them artisans, resume your labours and useful 
all, which Bank ought to be ittitftediately pursuits: good villagers, quit the sword ; 
compelled to resume its payments in spe- take once moie the plough in your hand } 
cie, and, least, reduced to the purposes come and cultivate in peace and repose the 
of its original establishment. If att^ proof inheritance of your fathers; hasten to fer- 
of this is wanting, look at the course of tilise those fields which have been too long 
exchange, which is,how upwards of 20 deserted: and you,ye faithful Spaniards, 
per cent against us, and at the rate we are come and receive the happy fruits and re- 
going on, we are in a hopeful Way of sink- wards of your fidelity. Join your*voice 
ing the pound sterling,Ao tho Value of a to ours; call to those unhappy wretches 
French livre, as I recollect a friend of your bretlu-en who are led astray; tell them 
mine emphatically saying, when the sa3» that we love them, that ^apoleon will for- ' 
pens^ of payment, in specie, at the get their etvdrs and their faults; and that 
Bank, first commenced, would be the fkiiail your *felicity will be the constant object of 
result of that wretched, 3hort-8tghted,coft- his concern as your parent; tell these 
temptible expt^iettt. (Surely, the unaic- wandering brethren, that they vvill ever 
countable iftfatftation of my Couititrymen, find me ready to cany their cries to the 
caainot remain much longer proof against foot of that Monarch’s throne, who is the 
the stubborn evidence of facts!! The feiend of truth ; that they may depeijd oa 
bubble, and a very eiftpty one it is, of our the protection ttf our arms, which, formi- 
commercial greatness, aye, or as some call dable against rebels and the ill-disposed, 
it, the " gomifterce of the whole world,” Iwwever numerous, will ever be the de¬ 
will soon burst# What can have become .fendersof the faithful citizen ; and ^mt %ve 
of the sense wf Eftglishnren, when they | wiR avenge offences coiftmittcd against 
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'them; buttell tLem at the sairfe time, and operation of the army.—Conceiving the 
above all thinga, that mercy has its limits, subject of the deliberations of the generals 
and that,.at length, the day of vengeance perfectly military, I withdrew with sir 
will come. •A powerful army is dispersed Richard Keats. The ships of the enemy, 
throughout your territory; a formidable^ which were abovp the town of Antwerp, 
army is-coming, and woe to him that shall about five miles, have come down, and are 
dare to resist me ; for I shall then hearken now extended along the river face of it, 
‘only to a just indignation, a most just rage, except two of the line lower dowiv, in the 
and none of you will escape a terrible ven- reach above Liefkenshoeik—and four fri- 

geance._Saragossa is yet smoaking; and gates went to LiIIo. An immense number 

■you, ye towns of Catalonia, who please, or of small gun-boats are on the boom; be- 
oare, to follow its example, behold its hind them a crescent of sixty gun and 
ashes, its ruins—trtfmble. Augereav. mortar-brigs. The battery between Lillo 

-andiliErederick Hendrick is finished ; it has 

Expeditiok to Hoeeand.— from llie Lon- ten guns. The enemy has been driven 
don Gazette qfSept. 2, 180J).— (Continued from that which he has constructed on the 
fromp. S50.) » Doel side with loss, by the fire of our 

Extract of a Letter from rear-admiral sir bombs and gun-vessels. 

Rich. John Strachan, bart. k. b. to the- 

hon. William Wellesley Pole, dated on Dutch Accounts. — Dated Amsterdam, 
board his majesty’s ship the St. Domin- Sept. \].— The following Keports have 
go, off Batz, the 25th Aug. 180.9. received from^ Marshal-Dmnonceau, 

I have now to acquaint you, for their Cotnmandcr-in-Chiif of the Dutch Army in 

lordships’ information, that the flat-boats Brabant and Zealand :— 

of every description of -vessels being as- , 

temblen, and every necessary arrangement ' infantry under my command 

madeonthe partefthenavv, for landing arrived here yesterday evening, at fiVe, 
the army near Sandfleet, on the beach, (at VVcmeldinge), and immediately after- 
which had been" previously reconnoitred, wards a battalion of chasseurs proceeded 
and not hearing from the earl of Chatham to ler Goes,which the enemy had left at 
respecting his intentions, I communicated eight the preceding raornin^. To-day 
with his lordshqi on the 2'Uh inst. and on liwit.-gen. Bruno took the followitg posi- 
the following day I found his lordship had tion : the .3d regiment of the line is at We¬ 
ndt come to a determination, on account meldinge, and watches the enemy’s niove- 
of the increased force of the enemy, and ments in Keten, and the wholejine along 
the array getting sickly, and that he had the East Scheldt before Kallendyke ; the 
gent for generals to consult; I therefore, regiment possesses the towm ot Ter 
on the morning 6f the 20th, wrote to his Goes, and has the guard of North Beve- 
lordship, and I sortn after went on shore to land, with two companies of chasseurs ; 
the meeting of tjie lieutenant-generals of 1st regiment of chasseurs occupies 
the army, taking with me rear-admiral sir ^cei-Arendschurcb, Nisse, and Baarland; 
Richard Keats. I found them decidedly guard? the Sloe, and the whole east coast 
of opinion that no operation could be of the Scheldt,^’r«m the Sloe to Hoedkens- 
undertaken against Antwerp, with any church; the lieut.-gen. Bruno has fortified 
prospgect of success, at' this advanced sea- himself at Ter Goes; the hussars are to 
son of the year, and the enemy increasing ^ position iivtbe district of Ter Goes; 
in strength,'and our own forces diminished and the whole line of fore-posts is filled 
by sickness ; any that, as the taking of with numerous patroles ; while the artiU 
Liilo find Lirfkenshoeik wou*ld not eftsure shall be quartered in reserve Bihind 
oar obtaining the ultimate object of jhe Ter Goes; the fortress of Bathz is occu- 
expedition, without Antwerp being re- pled by the 6th regiment. The enemy 
duced, and the country near these fortres- has not yet evacuated Wakheren, but 
ses being inundated. It was also their de- every thing announces that he will not 
cided opinion, thdt the army ought not to delay in abandoning Zealand ; for he does 
make any attempt upon them.—4 had al- work ai the batteries, and it is imagin- 
Teady, invhe most unqualified manner, of- ed that he is embarking his heavy bag- 
fered every navil assistance to reduce these g®g®* « 
fortresses, and Sisp in. aid of every other. , (To be conttnued.) 
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« The pVincipal Council belonging to the King is his Privy Council, which is generally called, by way of 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 



Ministerial Duel. —Set a beggar 
” (>n • horse-back, and he’ll ride to the 
“ devil,” is a proverb, the truth of which 
is daily apparent- From the scum of so¬ 
ciety, from the casual fruition, from the 
spawn of itinerant vagrants, one might 
have expected, that a long and bitter 
quarrel, about place and profit, tvould end 
in an attempt upon one another’s lives; 
but, from the great men of the realm; from 
our ministers of state ;*from our law-givers; 
from the king’s privy counsellors ; from 
members of that “ nobk, honourable, and 
••reverend assembly from this descrip¬ 
tion of persons, one might have expected 
somethingji little better than the popping 

otj[of pistols at each other’s skulls.- 

The base hirelings, who conduct the 
Morning Post and the Courier new.s-paper8, j 
^ave ngit, as yet, openly a.sserted,^that tjjis 
duel aro.se from the influence of Jaco~ 
binism; they have not yet openly asserted, 
that Sir Francis Burdett and Mr. Wardle 
and. Mr. Madocks were the cause of it; 
but, 1 shall be greatly surprized, if they 
do not, before they have done,'make shift 
so to twist the matter as to make even this 
transaction appear to their beastly tribe 
of readei% as having its origin in a-iacobiu 
Plot; and that the actors themseivas were 
perfectly innocent of any evil intention, 
and, at the time when thc^ were cocking 
their eye at each others heads, felt loyalty 
bubbling up to their very throats; nay, 
that, as far as ttiey were*conceriied, it was 
a mere rivalship in loyalty, that was the 

ground of their quarrel--^But, be this 

as it rnay, let us have the facts upon re¬ 
cord, as those facts have been stated in the 
liews-papera-——The fact of the Duel is i 
stated as follows ;^—•• We understand that 
" t'here was a meeting at Putney Heath, 
* this morning, between Lord Castleree^ft 
" and Mr, titiDunng. Lord Yarmmth ac- 
« companied the former to the field—Afr- 
••Mla the ^atfer.. After taking their 
“ ground, they fired by signal, and miwed; 

Md no explanation taking place, they 


" fired at each other a second time, vvheri 
the ball from Lord CastlereagH^s pistol 
" went through Mr- Canning’s thigh, 611 
“ the outer side of the bone. 'Thus the 
“ aflairterminated.—Mr.Cannihg’swound \ 
•• is not considered to be dangerous.—Thd 
'' cause of this extraordinaiy affiiir is said 
•• to have originated in some official mis- 
" understanding, the nature of which wO 
•• shall not enter into at present, as we are 
•‘ greatly deficient in information upon the 
•• subject; and in a matter of setdhfxtreme 
•• delicacy, we think it oor duty td'fvbid 
•• hazarding any stalemehts which we dfli 
" not know to be accurately correct.”—— 
What! “ Extreme delicacy Delicacy 
towards fellows like tfiese; towards men 
who set the law at defiance, who go deliv 
beratel}’’ out, and shoot at each other’s 
li’eads, when not many montlis have passed 
since a man was hanged for a siniilar of¬ 
fence, and that, too, though every means 
were tried of obtaining a pardon from that 
king, amongst whose advisers these very 
two men were at that time, and wbo, of 
Course, advised, him not to spare the li’fi 
of that man! Talk of delicacy, indeed, 
toavards men like these !, It is the most 
insolent expression ; it is the grossest in¬ 
sult upon the public undeisianding and 
taste, that bas been for a long time at¬ 
tempted, even by the abettors of this set, 
who have brought the country to the brink 
of destruetioii.——-It is added, that the 
cojise of this duel is a quarrel between Uie 
parties of long staiKling ; bt;, at least, of 

so/ne months sumding. -Nptbin^': 

iVanting to prove, that this hatiofi, as to its ^ 
public spirili and sentimepi^ was in the 
lowest staft: of degradatitmv The trans¬ 
actions at the close of the last session of 
parliament^ the contempt with which the 
people were theni treated; the utter dis¬ 
regard of all decency j» this treatment } 
the making o slawd against popular 
•crooc^iwenf/* when all that was demands* 
wtas the pmushnient of those, who haq^W 
of swapped Seats in Parliament; this Mipb 
proved to the whole world to what * 
‘grided state the people oi^this bBce-tiigh- 
O 
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minded country hjad sunk; bijt, if proof 
had still been wanting, it certainly would 
have btsen ibond iii the history of this duel, 
where we see the government committed 
to the hand#of men, having so little } 

of common decency as to forget the hig™ i 
rank Oiey had been placed in, and to turn 
oat, like a couple of brothel-heated bullies, 

and shoot at each other’s heads.--Why, 

these men, besides having the principal 
afiairs, by far the most important affairs of 
the nation, committed to their immediate 
direction and controul, were, in virtue of 
their office of privy-counsellors alone, 
keepers of the king’s secrets; magistrates of 
the very highest order; and judges in 
many very important cases. And, in 
order to give them pecflliar protection, the 
law makes it/e/oBy for anyone to assault 
and strike them in the execution of their 
office. It was by men of this description, 
that Mr. Le Maitre was sent to jail and 
there, kept for ^ve pears, and then dis¬ 
charged, without being brought to trial; 
without ever having any charges prelerred 
against him; and without being able to ob¬ 
tain any redress, though he petitioned the 

{ ' >ariiament over and over again, and though 
le was daily told, in the news-papers, 
which, during the five years, reached him iji 
the jail, that the war was goitw on for the 
preservation of the libejties of fiiglishmen. 
Such were thtpffwers, which, as privy 


f 

and in accusing the press of being the or¬ 
gan of that conspiracy; that 


counsellors, were committed to the hands of 
these men.-As ministers of state, the pub¬ 

lic will do well to bear in mind, that, besides 
their patronage and power, a law was 
passed, in the time of Pitt, and in the pass¬ 
ing of which both these men assisted, to 
send men to Botany Bay, to transport them 
for life, to put them upon a level with 
felons, for writing or publishing any thing, 
calculated to bring them inlo conteinpt. These 
are the men, who have proposed, and 
passed laws like this; these very men, 
who, ji^hile still ministers of state, go out 
1 ^[^|^i|ajbeath, and shoot at one another's 
writing or printing any thing, 
• jhb#ey^ /rae, calculated to expose men like 
these any Enj^isltmaH Was 

'liable to he transported; aye, ,and to be 
told, at the ^mte time, that his sentence 
was just, that it was according to law, and 
that he ought to bless God for having such 

laws to live under.^'-The public willalso 

^bear in inind, that* with the sole exceptiQ{|| 
of Mr. Charles Yorke, these two meii 
were the very loudest, at the first broach- 
inf of the charges against the Duke of 
Ysrk, in the cry aboat a Jacobin Con^ir^cy,^ 


these two 

men were the most stnmuons, in the at¬ 
tempt that day made, topave the way for 
laws, which should render the press a mere 
instrument in the hands of men in power, 
as the press in Calcutta is ; and, that these 
two men were the loudest in the cry against 
what they called an " attack upon all pub- 
" lie men,” and in calling for a stand 
against popular encroachment. This should 
be now recollected by the insulted people 
of England ; but, they have so long borne 
insult with unmoved gall, that they are 
scarcely to be either dreaded or pitied. 
——Yes, these are the gentry, who com¬ 
plained so bitterly about the attempts to 
degrade all public men; who advised the 
king to recommend (in the last Speech 
from the throne), to the people in the 
parliament houses to go^into their several 
counties and inculcate amongst their con¬ 
stituents an obediencBrio the laws; these are 
the people, during whose aitminisiration, 
the Crown Bar Judge at Winchester, at the 
last assizes, thought proper, in his charge 
to the Crand Jury (of which the Riglit 
Honourable old George Rose was fore¬ 
man), to express his sorrow afobserving, 
that there was a prevalent disposition"to 
degrade public men, which he attributed to 
the abus^J'thc liberty of the press; yes', these 
afti two of the gentry, who W'cre in office 
at that very time, and who, at that very 
time, as it now appears, were brewing a 
quarrel, which has terminated ii^an attempt 

to kill, to murder each other.-VV'lien 

the Tinman of Plymouth was tried and 
punished so severely for an attempt upon 
the virtue of Mr. Addington, the circum¬ 
stance of the latter being n.privy-counsellor 
“Svas strongly urged in aggravation of the 
ofteude ; and, I am fully persuaded, that, 

• if any one.had said and published, that a 
Duel was about to take place between these 
two men, an out-cry would have been in¬ 
stantly raised against him ; he would have 
been represented as having committed a* 
dreadfhl outrage upon " his Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment,” in the persons of two of his 
Right Honourable Privy Counsellors; we 
should have seen all the high-sounding 
words of law marshalled against him; and, 
very likely, have seen him prosecuted to 
his utter ruin, and penned up in a jail, as 
distant as’possible from his afiairs and his 
friends. Yes, only for saying, that these 
men would do; or were likely to do, what 
they have now actually done, thjs would 
have been my fate, or that of any other 
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writer or paWisKer,——^When we find, that 
these two men,.the one Secretary of Statd 
for Foreign affairs, and the other the*VVar- 
Secretary, have been at daggers-drawn for 
many months past^ are our failures and 
misfortunes any longer a subject of won¬ 
der ? For several months past: that is the 
fact stated. Is it not in human nature, that 
they shook], during that time, \ia.ve thwarted 
one another by all possible means; and, 
indeed, is it to be supposed, that two men, 
who could not be restrained from shooting 
at one another, would restrain themselves 
from^doing any thing, in their official ca¬ 
pacity, to annoy each other, and to pro¬ 
duce each others, disgrace ? To what a 
state, then, is this nation reduced ! What a 
shame, whala scandal, it is, that the affairs 
of a great nation should be thus com¬ 
mitted ! For months past, nay, fur more 
than two years, of the most perilous part 
of this most perilous war, have the most 
important concerns, questions of war and 
of peace, been entrusted to these men. 
The expenditure of one half of those end¬ 
less taxes that are vy‘dghing us to the 
earth ; the faith and honour of* the coun¬ 
try; the lives of hundreds of thousands; 
and the happiness of millions, have all 
hflng upon the breath of two-men, whose 
malignant rivalship, or whose passions of 
one sort or another, have, at last, induced 
them to sally forth upon a heath, with ftie 
avowed intention of blowing out each 
other’s brains ! And, wjiile this is going 
on, we aro>biddcn not to attempt to degrade 
public men, upon pain of jail and pillory 

-It was this Mr. Canning; it was tiiis 

son of Mrs. Hunn; indeed, it was both 
these men, who, as plainly as men could 
speak, rt^ommended new and more severe 
laws against the Press, and that, too, be* 
ewuse, as they said, the Press was the in¬ 
strument of a Jacotynical Conspiracy ; it 
was they, who cried out against those, who, 
as they said, were endeavouring to dis¬ 
turb the peace of mind »f " our good Old 
“ King,” whose " age and infirmities” it 
became us to consider, when we w'ere press¬ 
ing for a certain decision in parliament. 
Have they, then, now the impudence to re¬ 
proach others with a want of consideration 
for the king's peace of mind ? They who, to 
the utter degradation of all rank and oflice, 
have turned out and popped at each other’s 
heads. They, who have brought upon his 
reign a stain, which no other reign, in this 
or in any other country, has ever received; 
astain that does not belong even to the worst 
part of the French revolution, in all itsde-, 


motfratical ^madness ? That revolutioa, 
mad and bloody as it was, never exhibited 
two ministers of state shooting ateachother. 
—What a figure do we, at this moment, 

f ut in the eyes of the world.! Buonaparte » 
liriisters are not thus emplo 5 'ed. They 
are engaged in quite other sort of matters. 
This Mr. Canning, is he, who, above all 
others, has prated about the want of deco¬ 
rum and dimity in the proceedings of tho 
French; it was he who talked so much 
about dignity, in his paper relative to the 
" universal Spanish nation.’’ The world 
will now be able to judge of what bis no¬ 
tions of dignity are worth.--There 

wanted only tliis scandalous occuirence, 
this degrading, this black-guard rencontre, 
to make the fitness of the Jubilee complete. 
It will, indeed, after having congratulated 
the Icing upon, and returned God, thanks 
for, the six to seven hundred millions of 
government debt and the premium upon 
guineas ; the increase of the poor rates 
and the doubling of the number of pau¬ 
pers ; the creating of the Income and As¬ 
sessed taxes with a vast addition to the 
number of all other taxes; the adding 
teaifold to the number and expence of the 
standing army ; the introduction of large, 
bodies of foreign troops intolhe kingdom ; 
the fall of Holland, Switzerland, Hen- 
mark, Italy, Naples, Germany, before our 
mortal enemy, and, indeed, their having 
become dependencies of France; the ex¬ 
istence of a French dock-yard and fleet 
at Antwerp, within four hours sail of the 
mouth of the Thames; the late events 
upon the Danube, and the more important 
negotiations now there going on; the 
achievements of our amiy at Dunkirk, at 
the Helder, at Ferrol, at iMenos Ayres, at 
Cairo, at Cintra, in Leon%nd Gall.iciaj at 
Walcheren, and though last, flot least, at 
Talavera : after having congratulated the 
King upon all this, and taken a view of 
the present situation of odr countfyipen in 
the hospitals of Zealand and of Spain ; af¬ 
ter this it will be very fit to congratulate 
him upon tbc Duel be^^ween two of his 
ministers anti privy-counsellors upon Put¬ 
ney ileatb; it will be, indeed, a way to 
flatter him, and to smooth the latter part 
of his life, to thank him for having chosen, 
as the immediate managers of the most 
important of the national concerns, two 
jnen, who, after months of smothered, 
hatred and mklice, go out, and let fly a 
ball at each other’s beads. The Jews and 
Seat-Mongers vvill, surely, not forget flii* 
topic of (roiigratuiatien, whep they Call 
o 2 * 
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upon the people to iilaipjuate tbeirhouses conditiQlla^■^y. 4i^jtbetrae|tl*a!t4iie^aBe 
w sign jtiQr, Jit^ill be forthos® Jews of theduclwas, whst is stated in some of 
ftini SesU-Jnbbers to tell us what mode the newspapers ; nmisely, that Mr. Can- 
was taken by the duelling ministers to ning went to the Duke of Portland, in the 
iransfer tfie papers, and the inforanation, of month of May last, just about the time of 
Ibeir o®oM, to their saceessprs. The the discussion about the other’s havitog 
Jobbrna will be able to tell ns, perhaps, given an Office to be swapped against a 
whs^ measare* were takea by these At- Seat in Parliament, and endeavoured to get 
iasei of ti»e state to shift the load npon him turned out of his place, wiihavt ac- 
sboulders; and to shew us in what qminting him with whai he was doing, or had 
|be case of either of these men, supposing dme; ii this be true, the other bad, cer- 
libe other to have been killed, would have tainly, good reason to be oftended; for the 
didered from the case of the man, lately act was a very underhanded one, and 
banged upon a gallows in Ireland; and, quite worthy of a ••^ymng friend’* and a 
when they arc vqjon the subject of oongra- “ suunch Anti-Jacobin.” This I know no- 
tulation, they may go on to the fact of that thing at all about; but, if the charge be 
man having been tMutg6d,aiulbavmg been true, Mr. Canning is the person to 
refused to be pardoned, while these two be blamed, though nothing can justify the 
pea wei^ an>oi^t tfee .advisers of the conduct of either. The public will recol- 
King.—^—After all, however, scandalous lect, that it was Mr. Canning who moved 
as this Duel it, disgraceful as it is to the for the. ac9ut7tal of Lord CastVereagh, in 
government and to the natinn, it is not, if the case referred to, and that, upon that 
one takes time to reflect, any thing to occasion, he accused (the pixiple of/ncrious- 
wotaior at. What was to be expected f txwn neas. If, therefore, it be true, tliat he was 
such men, placed in such a situation ? then at work to get Lord Castlereagh out. 
Their appointment to- such high offices, while he was pi etending, in the House of 
was, of itself, an unequivocal symptom of Commons,'to look upon him as innocent, 
the rapid decline of the country; their and was calling him his “ noble/ifend 
cantinuanoe tbei'e was anothm- synaptom ; if this be true, he does, indeed, cut "a very 
and, that, when they became rveah for shabby figure, and furnishes us with 
power and erHohmmt, they should quarrel, pretty gotm criterion whereby to judge of 
and if they quamlled, they should have his sincerity and of the motives by which 
no legard to decency, was naturally to be he^was actuated. 

expected. These are, too, a brace of the Changk m Factions. -Tfiis event 

young Jriend^s” a brace of the chickens now seems to bf inevitable. The No- 
that were batched ui;!d'er the wing of Pitt, Popery set appears to have worrwitself oat, 
and fi»r the fostering and rearing of whom before they have quite worn out the go- 
this mtserable mitiiun has paid so dmrfy. vernment. The out faction, by some 
These were two of the famous Anti-'Jaco- called the Whigs, are all alive. They are 
kms, and Mr, Ellis (if it was George) was a as busy as wa.sps on u sunny morning, after 
third, ’flteae were two <oS the men, who long wet and cold. They have, for some- 
rose out of the beat of Anti-JacoblBiism. fime, ^en reviving fit>m dieir dmmaat 
I know, of no two like them ; arid, if you state. The failure in Spain, last year, was 
go and ask irM, they will tell you so ‘very cheering c to thgm ; they began to 
too, with many and many an instance of buzz and to prune their wings; but, the un- 

tbeir ^dats.-But, we deserve this, and fortunate ai^r of the Duke of York, and 

much more. If. the people of England the other scat-sdlmg affiiirs that followed, 
had had common sense, they never would and in all which aiiairs they proved them-^ 
• have fostered this numerous brood of Anti- selves to be just as sound as their oppo- 
Jattobins ; and, it they had iiut a 'Com- nents; these alfiiirs came and drowned 
moB portion of public spirit, they fiould the affairs of Spain. Now, however, tbp 
now be taking' all the lawful means in “ Metories” of Walcheren and Talavera, 
their power to guard themselves and their together with the state of afBurs upmi 
children against them, instead of content- the Danube, have again w^mied the wholo 
ing themselves, as they now do, with Ji&ra/ faction into activity, and the wans in^he 
contempt, which never has any effect upon .cabbet, o'f which they have long been 
profligate public nten.—^—1 have but a informed, have strongly'tended to cherish 
vtord .or two to 8^ upon the relative me- those hopes, which the Duel seeim to bC ia 
lits, or, rather, detnerits, of these pistolling a fiiir way pf rtealiziBg.———The govm'B« 
priry-couiitelhxa ; OMst be oply ^ ment is jmt ia that states which k beat 
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calculaictd to make them, when they come 
into power, as bad a ministry as eviir Utis 
country saw. They will take possession 
of it by way of grace on their part; for, 
really, ca the system is to be persevered in, 
there appears to be nobody but themselTes 
capable of carrying it on. There would 
be men enough found to conduct the af¬ 
fairs of the nation, if a rtform of the system 
were to take placejbut,as long as the power 
and sway of the borough-mongers conti¬ 
nue, the faction now out seems to be the 
only set of men that can be called in ; 
and the system is in (hat despeEate state, 
that even those of their enemies, who are 
friends of the system, will wish for their 

return to power.--Coming in, thus, by 

the way of no-thanks, they will hardly 
forbear to shew the nation that they feel 
their own consequence ; but, let them 
bear in mind, that, though called in by 
the necessities of the system, they are not 
called in by the coice of the people, who 
have no more confidence in them, than 
they have in the faction whom they op¬ 
pose.-The Morning Chronicle, the 

trumpet of the Whig faction, tlie editor ofi 
wJiieh had a place Under them, while they 
^re in power, and who, as \\c shall soon 
see, will have another, and, perhaps, a 
better, place under them. If they come in 
again; this print, of the 26th instant, 

says:-"It is now universally known; 

“ that liis Majesty has called for the 
" services of lord Grenville and lord 
Grey ; •and that these distinguished 
" Statesmen are forthwith expected in 
" town. IVe tmst that they will feel it 
“ to be their duty to take upon themselves 
" the 'dilFicult and painful task of restoring 
“ to tlie<iovermnent the efficiency it 
" lost. It is a happy presage u£ their 
" lasting power, that every eye is turned to 
« them as to our demkr resoh; and it is the 
" ardent hope, that they may form an Ad- 
" ministration that shall equally enjoy the 
" confidence of the Kffig astd the Heir 
" Apparent, as well as of the people at 
" large, so. as us set all questions of do- 
" mestic polky at rest,, and to unite all 
" descriptions-and^rsuauons in the cqm- 
" moa cause. The prospect of their 
"return'to power is haHed with so much 
** cordiality.as apparently to reconcile ^oery 
" jarring sentiment, znA to make itJ^Bneccr- 
" sary to rmm to that appeal \>^ which thfi^ 
" Spnse of the nation is upon such an event 
" genocaily collected. It will require some 

“ days te eoinplete the arrangement.”- 

Thiais, attonce* ae impudent aadias foolish* 


a pdlT as ever appeared even ?a a LohdiOQ 

news-paper.-Oh ! he mats, this wrifor 

does, that these two great stetesniert 
will coasef|,to take the trak upon them ! 
Bless us ! how long is it siaee^they wanted 
uwiVig .to come into place? How long 
is it since any man began to doubt of their 
eagerness to get back into power ? k w 
only two years'since they withdrew from 
betore parliament a Bill, which they h||d 
brought in under the pretended persua^B 
of its absolute necessity to the safety of 
the nation ; it. is only two years since 
they did this with the hope of retaining 
their places. To be sure, they were in 
long enough to place and pension all tliedi 
relations and dependents ; but, still thera 
is no man who knows any thing of them, 
who will believe, that they will not jump 

at the offer of place.-What is tlie most 

impudent in this Whig puff'is, however, 
the assertion, that " every eye is turned to-' 

“ wards , them as our dernier resorl” If 
this writer means, as the men who are to 
give the jinkhing stroke to the system, well 
and good; for 1 do think, that, if they 
come into power, tlfoy will see it out. 
But, if he means, that the eyes of the peo» 
pie of England are turned towards these 
two noblemen and their former colleagoea, 
as to persons, who are likely to save the 
country from the great and manifold dan¬ 
gers that threaten it, from within as well 
as from without; if he means this, then 1 
say, that he means to promulgate, and 
knowingly to promulgate, as gross a false¬ 
hood as ever was put into print, even in 
the Morning Post or Courier.——No, Sir, 
the eyes of the people are not directed 
towards your party, towards your selfish 
faction, with any such hopes; The peo¬ 
ple of Englaiidj though tliey have had their 
spirit pressed and squeezed out of them, 
have not lost the faculty of remembering; 
though they retain not the spirit to resent 
injuries and Insults, they caunot depiive 
themselves of the power of bearing them 
in mind. The people of England remein- ^ 
her, becausf they canngit have forgotten, 
-that the Whig faction, whto it came into 
ptow’er, made a compromise, by which 
the Duke of York,, tontrary to their decla¬ 
red resolution, w'as suffered to retain all 
his offices and patronage, some few of the 
effects of which we have since seen ;—— 
that, after having, for more than twenty 
years, been opposed to the administration 
of Pitt, which they had, upon numerous-oo 
casions, proved to be oppressive and tbol- 
ishj and which had brought the uati^ 
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into the dsnger which then existed, they 
voted away 4Q thousand pounds of the 
people’s money to ps^ his debts, upon 
the ground ^of his /mi/ic sd§iptciis, and, 
what Was. still more galling, more insolent 
towards this burthencd ,people, that they 
voted him a public funeral end a monu- 

meat at that people’s expence;-that 

, they had always been opposed to the 
l^tging of foreign troops into this kingdom, 
v^ich, upon more than one occasion, they 
had represented as a violation of those 
laws which placed the king’s fatnily upon 
the throne, and that, amongst the first acts 
of their administration, they brought in a 
bill to indemnify those, who hail advised 
the king to augment the number of fo¬ 
reign troops before in the kingdom ;- 

that the making war for Hanover had, for 
many years, been a subject of complaint 
with them, and that, in a few months after 
they got into power, they declared, in a 
public State-paper, that they should ad¬ 
vise the king never to make peace for 
England, unless the restoration of Hanover 
to him was one of the conditions of that 
peace ;-that, at the time when the In¬ 

come Tax was imposed, they solemnly 
protested against it, as an act of oppres¬ 
sion unparalleled, as inquisitorial, as de¬ 
structive of every remaining notion of 
freedom, and that, in less than three 
months after thev got possession of power, 
this tax, which tKey found at per cent, 
they augmented to lO per cent, and when 
reminded of their former pmfessions, 
seemed to contemn the folly of those who j 

had thought- them sincere ;--that, in 

this case of the Income Tax, they did 
what Pitt had never attempted to do, 
namely, exempted from the payment of 
that tax ti ail the money that the king 
might have in the funds, under wbatso- 

dver name it might there be lodged ;-- 

that, dUfTing the whole of their administra¬ 
tion, they set their face against all inqui¬ 
ries into abuses, and endeavoured to beat 
^down all those who attempted to cause 
such inquiries. Ail this), and » greq^t deal 
more, the peoffle of England wel l rehiem- 
l)cr; and, thej’^ remember, too, ’that 
amongst the opponents of the Investiga¬ 
tion into the conduct of the Duke of 
York, many of the Whigs were the most 
mischievous and malignant; they re¬ 
member., that General Fitzpatrick, the 
Whig Secretary-at War, was one of the 
sponsors for the Eoyal Duke’s character ; 
they remember that only 125 members of 
tlie whole House voted with Mr. Wardle ; 


they remember, and, I hope, will never 
forgets that both factions ;ivere cordially 
united in resisting every attempt to pass a 
censure upon the act of having sold a seat 
in the House qf Commons; and, in short, 
that, in every thing, respecting the in¬ 
terests of the people, the W higs have shown 
them.selves, to the full, as insensible as their 

rivals.-^All this the people remember; 

all this, and much more, is fresh in the 
mind of every man, who thinks at all about 
politics; and, is it not, therefore, outrage¬ 
ously impudent to say, that all eyes are 
fixed upon Lords Grenville and Grey as 

the men . to save the nation r-Of the 

freedom of election the Whigs were jufet as 
tender as their predecessors; they dis¬ 
solved the parliament for the purpose of 
having another of their own choosing; 
and 1, for my part, shall never forget the 
villainy, the unparalleled villainy, of "their 
partizans in Westminster against Mr. 
Pauli, whose cause, before riiey came into 
power, one part of them, at least, had 

pledged themselves to support.-In 

short, there is no doubt in my mind, that, 
of the two Tactions, this is hated the most 
by the people of England in genm’al; and, 
I really think, that they are the most wor¬ 
thy of the hatred of the people of Ireland, 
who ought to be reminded, that it was the 
W[)igs, who maintained, that there was a 
French party in Ireland, and who actually 
dreie up that Bill, which was passed after 
they were turned eut, and under wliich the 
people of Ireland now live.—^No, no : 
the eyes of no man of sense either are, or 
can be, turned towards these men as jier- 
sons calculated to save the country. They 
are called in, if called at all, not by the 
\pice jof the people, or by the good opi¬ 
nion of* the king, .but by the necessities of 
jhe ^siem, whirh are such, that the present 
set appear' to “be unable to provide for 
them: and still more hy accident; by an 
accidental quarrel, which has made such 
confusion in the rinks of No-popery, that, 
it can no longer keep going. There is no 
doubt, that the Whigs,-if we must still call 
them by that stinking old sham name, con¬ 
tain a^fer men than are to be found in the 
other faction, and men of much more dig¬ 
nity of character. There is no doubt, 
that they could, if they would, do great 
things for»the country. But, there is also 
TuH as little doubt, that they will not at¬ 
tempt it. I am inclined to think, na^ I 
firmly believe, that Lord Grey would per¬ 
form his promise, so solemnly made to the 
•people, of obtaining for the^m a Reform of. 
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the House of Cominuns; but, this he can¬ 
not attempt, while joined with Lord Gpen- 
ville ai»d others. It was, indeed, this junc¬ 
tion that ruinetl the Pox party, and that 
precipitated their leader to the grave. 
'Phe people expected, they confidently and 
they justly expected, that, when Mr. Fox 
came into power, they should healr the 
Pitt system reprobated ’ from the Treasury 
Bench, and, not only that, but that they 
should see a new line of policy followed. 
But, instead of this, they heard, from that 
Bench, nothing but the praises of "the 
great man now-rto-more and, as if this in¬ 
sult had not been sufficient, they heard 
Mr. Pox himself .defend his measures 
upon the ground, that they were in pur¬ 
suance of the principles of Pitt, to get 
rid of the operation of whose accursed 
principles it was desired that Mr. Pox 
shouW be in,place. The system of Pitt, 
in all its paVts, now became an object 
of praise on both sidm of the House ; and 
this appeared to be the only change of any 
consequence, whic h the change of men 

had produced.-Tlie Wedlesleys and 

their government in India, who.and which 
had been a grand subject of attack with 
the Whigs before lliey came into power, 
luecanie, at once, a grand object of their 
protection. Thus was it, too, with all 
peculators, all the old battening Pittites, 
who were kept in their offices and emdu- 
incnts, in spite of every demand of reason, 

of honour, and of justice.-What do the 

friends ai\J partizans of the Whigs pro¬ 
mise us no-M ? Even now, in this terrible 
situation, w hat do they propose'that this 1 
set of statesmen shall do for us ? They tell ^ 
us, that the present set have uselessly pour¬ 
ed out ilje treasure and the blood of the 
nation; that they have squandered away 
millions upon millions of money, ffhd ex¬ 
posed many thousands of Jives*to almost 
certain destruction,* and that, too, appa¬ 
rently with the intention of purchasing 
disgrace and infamy. Well; having told 
us this, would not one expect, that they 
would state to us, as one of the great bene¬ 
fits to be expected from a change, is, the 
bringing of these men to justice ? Not at all! 
We hear not a word about any such thing. 
No such idea se^ms to have had a place in 
the mind of their chief parUzan, who tells <<{ 
us,*that what Lords Grey and Grenville 
wi|l do, is," to restore to the govLrnment the 
" ^ckney it has lost,” a phra.se, which has 
any meaning or no meaning at all, ju.st as 
the writer pleases: a poor, vague, shuf¬ 
fling fofnt jBf, words, like a Methodist’s 


prayer or jbhe creed of a Jesuit. What j» 
meant by the tffidemy of the goverfiipetit? 
God kni^s, thet, in but too many waysj; 
the governaieHt, in'thc hands of these men; 
has been tiffident enough, as*witness the 
sending out of troops and the amount of 
our taxes.——This is, however; all we’ 
shall get in the way ef promise now. A 
promi.se to do that which suits their own 
interests and views. They will be very - 
cautiou.s how they make any new and ||- 
finite promi.ses, having smarted so severely 
for the breach of so many promi.ses before. 

--Indeed, as to their predecessors (if a 

change is to take place) the new men will 
serve as a shield. They will call upon ds 
boldly for additional taxes, and will tell us, 
they are to pay debts which their prede¬ 
cessors contracted ; that the fault is not- 
theirs; but belongs to those predecessors;' 
andjjf we call upon them, in return, to in¬ 
quire legally into this fault, and punish it, 
they will laugh in our faces. They wiH 
soon convince us, as they did before, that 
their only dislike to their opponents, is, that 
they occupy the places that they want to 
occupy themselves, and one of the great 
uses of which places is to provide for their 
families and personal friends at the peo¬ 
ple’s expence. Nay, instead of bringing 
their j>iedecessor8 to justice; instead of 
any thought of that sort, we shall see the 
dependents of those predecessors provided 
for by' a new batch of pension's and allow¬ 
ances.-We shall, too, see the same dis¬ 

gusting meanness as to the Pittites now in 
inferior offices. The'Fox'pany did, in 
is re.spect, behave in the basest manner, 
that ever marked the conduct of public 
men. I do not say, that their partizans 
did not deserve it; for no man should 
ever make him.self dependent any 

minister ; but. the fact is, that tlll^re were, 
in every part of the country, men, who, 
for many years, had been making sacrifi- 
t'(!n of. all sorts to iheir, adherence to the 
box party ; and, \Vhen that party came 
into power, they received iheir reward in 
lieing neglected, shunned, and, in a short , 
time, calumniated. ’I*liey bad, in every 
part, of the kingdom, the nmriification to 
s^e, that the yiert Pittite still held his office, 
and that, too, m spite of the Foxites. The 
secret was this: the foxites could do 
notlting without the consent of the Greti- 
villes, and they were resolved tojeeep ii|" 
the adherents of Pittas mstnimenls where-: 
with to prevent the Foxites from 
an ascendancy ; and to this tliese latter 
had the meanness to submit, la 



the where felt, that there 

wM, jft that the same in- 

flaeeoe jj^retaikd, taad that ttearly all the 
same p!^»hs were in power. In this 
cataity «||yhi|}ts, for instance, excepting a 
few-.pitees i^ut the Dock-yards, that the 
fisetiais ^self laid its hands on, *1* “ 

WWal, stdl lefV to the Righs Honourable 
Old George Rose, whose minions laughed 
long-expecting and how despairing 
l^likites. There was no change of influ¬ 
ence, whether in the custom-house, the 
stam]$ office, the other tax-offices, the 
militia, the magistracy, or, in short, in any 
department in the county, through the 
whole of which the same system of ex¬ 
clusion prevailed against the Foxites 
with as mpeh rigonr as it had pre- 

Tailed at any former period.-1 know 

of aotlung that gave rise to so much 
contempt of the Whigs as this, It mark¬ 
ed their insignificance so strcmgly ; or, 
it was a proof of such base" ingratitude. 
My opinion is, too, that the same would 
take place again; in which case, however, 
they may rest assured .of not remaining in 
place a twelvemonth. If 1 were to select 
the particular cause, which I looked upon 
as more efficient than any other in pro¬ 
ducing that sort of public feeling towards 
them, which was well known to exist, and 
the existence of which emboldened No¬ 
popery to advise the king to turn them out, 
1 should say, that that cause was, their 
unfeeling neglect, their base abandonment, 
ot' their Iriends, their long-tried and faith 


tended wilh so little sorrow, on the pact ol 
the«atiom They really had nofoimds. 
Even*^thetr offices at Wffiteball were cram¬ 
med with the creatures of Fill; so that, 
they became very soon objects of hatred 
with thedr former friends, and objects of 
contempt with those whose enmity they 

thought they had purchased.-After all, 

however, I^T US GIVE THEM ANO¬ 
THER FAIR TRIAL. If the king should 
put them in office, let us wait and see 
what they will do, before we condemn 
them. If it shall appear, that, in spite of 
all they have now witnessed, they mean to 
go OH in the old way, and give us no 
change except that of men, we cannot too 
soon begin to assail their proceedings; 
hilt, let us see this first; and let us, in the 
mean while, endeaxiour to forget the past. 
What I think they ought not to do may 
easily be guessed at from what l Aave 
complamed of their having done; and 
what 1 think they ought to do, may be as 
easily guessed at from what 1 have com¬ 
plained of their not having done. They 
had the power to do all that was necessa¬ 
ry for the safety and happiness of the na¬ 
tion, and they lost their places because 
they did not attempt to make use of that 
power. They were turned out, as they 
themselves said, by a low and despicable 
intrigue; but, if they had done any thing 
forthe people ; if they had been about 
doing any thing for the people, those, 
who were engaged in, those who were 
the principal actors in, .that,, intrigue, 
would no more have thought of such 


fttl adherents, whom they sacrificed with- , . _ __ 

ept the'least apparent remorse, for theWthiug, thatn they would have thought of 

seizing a lion by the jaws. Their more 
cunning enemies had seen them rapidly 
sink in the public estimation, an^ there¬ 
fore it was, that they availed themselves 
of the first pretence to work them out. I 
never remember joy more general than 
that which was expressed upon their ex¬ 
pulsion from the cabinet. There was nei¬ 
ther sorrow from public motive, nor pity 
from a private one. Let them take wara-‘ 

ing, or such will again be their fate_>1- 

have observed, that the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle, in speaking of the origin of the (},uar- 
rel*between the pistolling privy counsel¬ 
lors, has this remark: tba4»i« if Ma. Cak- 
“ NiNc did advise the king toiput out Lord 
Castlereagh, and put Marqms WeUa^ 
“ in his plhce, he acted like 
“ vmu of his sovereign, and gave twy good 

“ advuie” I am not only otf » rttflhrdia* 
opinion ; but, 1 am disprraed #Diui(hM^ 
this reiaaark of the MorningX^fajcoil^^ 


sake of keeping well with the Grea 
villes. It was this connection that was 
the cause of their fall before ; and, unles.s 
tbev-cha^e their mode of acting, it will 

pulJ theaP down again.--It was quite 

diverting to see Pittite wretches, who, 
from this cause, had been kept in their 
sevjeral offices, making use of those offices 
to unddl'mitie the ministry, who had been 
bue enough to leave the power in their 
Jiands; and, what was best of all, they, 
almost every w(jer8, and in this coUnty in 
particulaf, were full as zealous against.the 
Grenvilles as they were against the Fox- 
ites. The troth is, that the Whigs wished 
to remain in'power, and they thought that 
purpose vvould be accomplished by buying 
oflTtheir enemies; mther than by rewarding 
their frienda; thalr which a more weak 
or nmre base nouon never entered into the 
mind of man, as vvas proved in the sequel; 
Cir, oaver was the faU- of smy minisitry ^t- 
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pecially when Tiewed with sora« others, tbejf anderlings, w not. If tbw soSbr 
made lately io the same print, as a^reiy tli^awnipofy of power; this ' 

bad omen of what will be the system m of county government; if they suffer this 
the Whigs. The Wellesleys have, to be t» remain in Han^^ire foe only one month 
sure, treated them in away, which would, aflfcr they are in power, I shall be very 
if the Whigs had any spirit at all left in certain as to what the nation has to expect 
them, eftectually remove from our minds from thein.——Ctmsidering them aftoge- 
all dread of the former having any share in ther, they certainly have, beyond all cwn- 
rulingus; but, this language of the Morn- parison, more talent and more individual 
ing Chronicle, and the notorious vassalage character, than their opponents, whom, ip- 
of the Foxites, really makes one dread deed, it required a state of things like me 
that some coalition of this sort will take pi'essnt to put into the situation of rainis- 
plaoe; and, if it does, Mr. Perry’s place ters. Some years ago, a man, who, after 
will .not be worth above two months pur- describing Lord Castlereagh and his bro- 
chase. He would, in that case, do better ther pistoler, should have said, that two 
to join us Jacobins at once ; for, unless be such men would become privy counsellors • 
make up his mind to become a thorough- and ministers of state, would have been 
going Pittite, a Calcutta man, he may be treated as a jester, or an ideos| But, nei- 
assured that hjs services will soon be sup- ther talent nor character, nor both toge- 
planted by those of the editor of the Mom- gether, will now do, unless there be a re- 
ing l^ost, wbo^ 1 perceive, is very fast solution to produce a change in the system 
tacking about, in order to be read^ to sail of conducting the affairs of the govem- 

in the new dircctiom-'fhe F’ox party ment. If the same system be to continue, 

Itas, from one cause and another, already it is full as well to have one set of minis- 
suilcred great diminution; and, if tt>ey ters as the other; and, indeed, any mere'^ 
now suffer the Wellesleys to be imposed change of men is a grievous misfertune to 
upon them, they will all be shAved out in the country, because it is sure to cause a 

less than six months.-One would think, great addition to its burthens.—-There ia 

that they*would not be so foolish ; but, a talk about a coalition between the Whig* 
lilere is no saying what the eagerness for and part of No-popery. This I venture to 
place may not do. If Mr. Fox had, in pronounce impossible. It cannot be. 

180(), insisted upon his own terms of com- Jubilee. -As the Seat-sellers and 

ing into place, he must, in a few monfhs. Contractors, and all that gang> who get 
have had those terras granted to him ; rich by war and taxation, are bent upon a 
that is to say, if his tciyns had been bot- noise and guzzling match, it may not be 
tomed upon the principles for which he amiss to tell, in the words of Chambeks, 
had contended. So must it be now, if what is the proper way of keeping a Jobi- 

Lord Crey and others were to insist upon lee. “ One of our Kings, viz. Eoward III, 

such terras ; but, if they enter the cabinet “ caused his birth-day to be observed irt 
upon conditions such a.s they entered it “ manner of a Jubilee, when he became 
upon before, and especially if they enter “ fifty years of age, but not before or after, 
it with the WeMesleys, they caqpot re- “ This he did by parrfon- 

main three months. They will be taken “ ing all (fences, making good lam, and 

in merely to be demolished ; to be fi- “ granting many privileges to the people.’* 

nished ; and, then, out they go, neck -This is a sort of Jubilee, that the 

and heels, for the public to spit upon, unfeeling boozers and guttlers ,of the 
Out of the ministry, • and taking the City have not much notion of, as would 
side of the people, they may not only be appear from a Mr. Mmomm (no bad name 
something, but they may be formidable; for the occasion and th^cause), who insists ' 
but, if they enter the cabinet once more in .upon it as neceskaiy to have the expence 
the character of underlings; if they get of the dinner defrayed out of the City* 
one more dip of the negro, they m^' go purse, lest, if the expence came out of ^e 
and hang or silot one another, for they pockets of individuals, nobody should al- 
will never ftgain be admitted into the so- tend. This is a pretty good proof of Mr. 
ciety of white men ; they may associate Mawman’s opinion, that the loyalty hf the 
with the rest of the tawnies, under the City is not worth the price of a dinn^. 

command of the Calcutta heroes, but asso- --But, I beg the public to rent^Jc, 

ciate'with people with white skins they that the }e»ling"mcn, in the promoliop of 

certainly will not.-1; for my part, shall this Johilee, are Bank Director asd iWta 

■ot have iar-tef go, for proof as to whether* Dmt ior*, the one while the guinea foe* 
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twenty live shiltiu^s in their notes, and 
the other asking for aid from the pub¬ 
lic, as a pauper asks for parish relief. 
— - Will these Bank. Directors do as 
Edward m, did Will they petition the 
king for the release of the many poor 
wretches who are waiting the severe sen- 
tenbe of those laws, those acts, which are 
unknown to the ancient principles of Eng¬ 
lish jurisprudence, and which have made 
ii death to imitate t/ictr money, or to write 
their names at the bottom of a bit of pa¬ 
per? Will they do this-? Will they ask 
for the mitigation of the sentence of only 
one of these . unfortunate wretches ? Or, 
will they, upon the very morning of the 
Jubilee, go and see them kick their last 
upon the g|dlows ?-^his is verily the 
most audacious ii^ult that ever-was at¬ 
tempted; and 1 cannot help looking upon 
it as a trial of what the people will bear, 
preparatory to some new and yet uji- 
lieard-of act of oppression.—I should not 
wonder if they had it in contemplation to 
apply for a law to make'it transportation 
to say that Bank Notes are at a discount; 
dr something of that sort. In short, after 
what w'e have seen, on the part of these 
Jews and Contractors, there is nothing that 
ought to astonish us. ^ 

W“. COBEETT. 

Botky, Thursday, ‘28th Sept. 1 ti09. 


STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 

Sir ; Among foreigners this nation has 
been esteemed a nation of humourists; 
and, doubtless, if diflering in judgment 
and reasoning from, the rest of the world 
be genuine humour, there is no people 
uiijer the sun who have an equal claim to 
the same title. V\'e are separated from 
the continent by a channel so narrow, that 
but too many of our Southern brethren 
are within hearing of the cannon, and 
within >jigilt of the illuminations of rejoic¬ 
ing for victories over ourselves and our 
allies; and yet by a strange perversion 
*of judgment, we hu^ ourselves, and act as 
if the victories, were our ow'fti aiid the 
French, from a mistaken notion of poli- 
tesse, had been’at the expence of celebrat¬ 
ing their own reverses. We send out ex¬ 
pedition upon expedition, with the advan¬ 
tage of semling them whithersoever we 
list, and’ of attacking points the most 
unguarded ; and yfct, with this advantage, 
the engine but recoils upon the feeble 
hands that directed it, and e.ach .successive 
•xpiditiuu returns, more beaten, more^is- 


[4S6 

graced, and more confounded than that 
by wljich. it was preceded.—With this 
accumulation of annual ignominy, instead 
of feeling humbled by our habitual blun- 
dsi-s, and the awful judgments that await 
them, or, what is more to the point, in¬ 
stead of acknowledging that something 
must be wrong, and endeavouring to re¬ 
dress it, we gfow more foul-mouthed to¬ 
ward friend anti foe ; wc abuse the latter 
for lieating us, and the former for suffer¬ 
ing himself^ like ourselves, to be beaten. 
With what elibrts of panegyric, clumsy 
indeed, but. well intended, was the pa¬ 
triotic Archduke celebrated but yester¬ 
day ! With what virulence of invective i» 
he persecuted to-day! It would appear 
that this prince anticipated with joy the 
defeat of his army, that he deliberately 
planned his own destruction at Wagrarn, 
and hastened to consumraato it at the(pee( 
of NapnAeou. The long, the laborious,« 
I the heart-rending services, which he has 
performed for a corrupt system, to which, 
like all other champions in the same 
cause, he has fallen a victim, are forgotten. 
His former merits are as nothing;.and he 
is now branded as a traitor by the hu¬ 
mourous malignity of our hired and even 
unbired writers, and their too partial, cre¬ 
dulous, or corrupt readers. Those on the 
field of action felt, and severely felt, that 
the Slopes of Austria were lost at Aspern. 
The unbroken communication of Napo¬ 
leon with the islands in the Danube, his 
tele-de-pont which stood in the foceof the 
enemy unassaulted, and even without in¬ 
sult, and, above all, the fearful serenity of 
his mind, prove this defeat to have been 
achieved rather by the pens of English 
hirelings,.than by the swords of oqr allies. 
Y^t, placed as we are at a secure distance 
from the scene, we presume to call that 
Armistice infanaous’ and unnecessary, to 
which a brave, a numerous, an alniost num¬ 
berless host, headed by a leader respect¬ 
able for skill, and^ unimpeac’hed for inte¬ 
grity, compelled to submit. We,‘ 

whose every scheme but heaps upon 
us treble confusion, are the first to join 
our voices with those of the enemy in 
stigmatising a nation for b^ipg vanquished 
after a struggle for indeppimnce. This 
it is, Sir, to be protected fi'baa invasion 
by local advantages, and the natural 
barrier ot the sea—^orious advantage ! 
that we may, look tamely on the wreck 
of empires, and join our reproaches 
10 the vanquished, with the scoffings of the 
yanquishers!—Could a person be founds 
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whom the fame of occurrences for; these- 
last'15 years had not reached, he vould 
doubtless expect, from the tenor of lan¬ 
guage held in this country, that while co|i- 
tinental armies were repulsed at all points, 
the ^ British held good more than their 
ancient fame, by an unbroken series of 
brilliant exploits. How ea0erly would he 
listen, how hang upon thedips of the nar¬ 
rator ! With what delight would the lat¬ 
ter dwell upon one splendid, and efficient 
battle, in Egypt! I use the term efficient; 
for if the end be not answered, the exploit 
is to be numbered with failures. With 
what emphasis would be enforce, and vary 
this one, and almost only one tale, and 
witli what despair would he cast his eye 
over the long catalogue of calamity and 
Immiliation which truth would compel him 
to produce! I talk not of skirmishes, but 
of tlfbse encounters, which by their mag¬ 
nitude contribute to the niastery ^f em¬ 
pires—and of these, from the abandonment 
of tlie ToOlonnese, whom we had sworn to 
protect, to the late childish business at the 
Scheldt,the general tenor has been failure, 
disgrace, defeat. Let us thro’w a hasty 
glance over these most distressing items of 
^tioiial disaster. Believe me. Sir, it may 
be of use—it may lead us to a detection of 
errors, and a devolopement of a wicked 
system—for, although a casual accic^ent 
might hefall; continued, and unvaried dis¬ 
aster in our military attempts, cannot, 
when we consider the tratiscendant bravery 
of our tntBps, be attributed to ought else 
but a depraved and wicked system. But 
if no other end be answered by the recital, 
owing to that blindness which refused the 
oflered light, it may at least teach us humi¬ 
lity, amh a fellow-feeling for the partnei^ 
in our misfortunes. Let us see.—Dunkirk ! 
and our consequent retreat.—The Helder ! 
and that immense host, wltich the French 
with a force totally disproportioned in 
numbers, t ompelled to escape by capitula¬ 
tion—^I'lie above are princely trophies ! 
I'errol! or the manoeuvres of Sir James 
against open gates. Poor Sir James! he 
had the treasure in view, but from a sort 
of false modesty relinquished that and the 
peerage for'as|cure asylum in the ifiips. 
Buenos Ayres ! Tt was an easy thing—any 
body, as in the latter case, was fit to com¬ 
mand.—You had only to shew yourself; 

1 he Spaniards were '^oor creatures even at 
1 ome, and in those parts were as easy to 
I rive as their Merino sheep. Besides, the 
1 Jessing of an English governor, (for govern- 
*xnt is a terift obsolete in the coleaies)* 


would alone, oTte would bring them 
over; Those stupid ideots of Spaniardii 
thought otherwise, and so, a.s they would ntot 
yieW to general Whitelocic, general, 
Whitelock yielded to them, alhd thus nar¬ 
rowly escaped a peerage. I pass over the 
last deplorable business in Egypt under 
general Wauebope, and the gallant skir¬ 
mish (for it-was no more) at Maida; 
since neither the loss of the one nor 
the gain of the other wo>‘o of a scale of 
magnitude sufficient to influence the des¬ 
tiny even of a province, arid much 
less of a nation. The first was one un¬ 
varied tissue of disaster to ourselves, 
the latter was glorious to ourselves, and 
only disastrous to our wretched allies, 
whom we seduced, and, as usual, aban¬ 
doned to destruction, Copenbagert! I do 
not imagine the greatest amateur will in¬ 
sist much on the ***** committed on 
Copenhagen, 1 am willing to pass it over, 
or even to number it, with splendid events, 
if it be insisted on, because it succeeded. 
VV^e went to *****; neither did we come 
empty away. The part of**'*** was not 
ill sustained, and the prai/crs of the fleet, 
no doubt, called down success upon our 
arms in this pious undertaking. I am 
aware that some difference of opinion pre¬ 
vails relative to this business; but, upon 
the whole, I am inclined to think it will 
not be an unentertaining .supplement to 
some future edition of the history of the 
Buccaneers. To this brilliant list, add the 
consequences of the affair at Vimiera, by 
which we gained the distinguislied honour 
of submitting our fleets to the use of the 
French, and of elevating our nfli-a/;««» to 
the rank of carriers to an enemy from a 
countrj' where all was hostile, to a country 
where all was friendly ; from difficulties, 
dangers, an exasperated mob, an enemy 
far superior in numbers, scanty supplies, 
and an untenable position, to the safety 
and plenty of a land that should /ecruit 
them for our destruction. Of the three re¬ 
maining exploits, our flight from Salamanca 
to Corunna,^ our ctetojy^at and from 
Talavera, our late grand •achievement at 
tbe Scheldt, which must have cau.scd more 
Dutch women to miscarry than was ever 
known before, let the affta/ear.5 select which 

is their favourite.-All this is wondrous. 

But, Sjr, next to the exploits themselves, 
the wonder is to observe with what ad¬ 
dress the memories of them are efa.sed 
from the minds of men. A theatre, de¬ 
molished, or rebuilt; a Mrs. Clarke ; a 
Jubilee : a contest between Mrs. Didfons 
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aad Madame Cataha ^; oiaBael batateen 
aara^ awb mim:» Lord Castiereagb and Mr. 
Caaning, a sdme^iflg, an any tbi^g/is 
^awra to interpose ^tween-the just ind^ig- 
natioa of a bfrare mid insulted people^ and 
Ibe airetcbes by whom they hare been 
aiicceaively disgraced. With what horror 
auiist the cabinet hare read the ConrentiMi 
i^f Cintra, had it not been smothered is 
the fiuiies of Corent Garden theatre ? With 
lahat dread would they have listened to 
the groans of a suiieving people for their 
heroic countrymen wrbo fell usekssly, or re- 
Hemedfitgitives from Uie Spanish campaign, 
bed not those groans been converted into 
' Iftiighter by the royal Lore*Ietters ! How 
might they have felt, when a poor old 
num who had retired from all public 
nmploynieRt, on the plea of years, and 
infirmities, was called upon to fill a place, 
of all others requiring the greatest ac¬ 
tivity and ability, that of Commander in 
Chief, hod not their sense of feeling been 
deadened by another blow yet more rio- 
Icot, in a grand expedition, and the appoint¬ 
ment of a bran new general (for warfare 
can alone make an old general, and not 
years, as is usually supposed in this coun¬ 
try) to command it—and bow might their 
attention be rivetted to this last, the con'» 
summation of indignities, which has been 
purchased by the blood or by the diseases 
of more than half that immense force, were 
not that newly goaded attention diverted 
front this dreadful blow, to the rise of 

E rice at a theatre, to Catalani, John Kem- 
le, a Jubilee, or a Duel between the 

I^OODLE and D00D1.E of our Cabinet (- 

Oh, this is foul! this is indeed very foul! 
Init worse may yet await us. two 

day? ago it was announced that Lord Cock- 
rone, who has well merited the, hatred 
of certain cautiaua and prudent ■ men by 
the uniform success attending his enter- 
jM’uies, transacted business in company with 
she herolqf Ferrol at Lord Mulgrare’s office. 
1 am not initiated in the mysteries of ca- 
binetsj Would to God there were no mys^; 
^tn||r in them, but pH was plaiq, open, ho¬ 
nest, and intelligible; but I do confess to 
you (impossible as it may appear) I re&d s, 
fearml omett from «>this strange alliance of 
men so totally dissimilar, engaged in the 
same business. Is the Ferrolian chieftain 
really about to relinquish the peaceful oc¬ 
cupations in which be is born to shine, for 
the dangers and mishaps of another essay 
in the ait war ? Is |i peerage so neces¬ 
sary to humane happiness as to indhee him 
to'cttange hia Toty aatnrfh and- rush through 


ways m dan^ous to explore ? Ofthe fact 
I am ignorant; I .should have read of Sir 
! James and Lord Mulgrave to all eternity, 

I without even thinking of such a thing as 
war. But the name of Lord Cochrane p.uts 
it naturally into one’s bead, and as late 
events shew nothing to be impossible, I 
formsd amhst dreadfel divination that ano¬ 
ther judgment mapended over us.—At pre¬ 
sent I shall say no more; but in taking my 
leave, I call on you, and every man, who 
is not absolutely hired and engaged to 
plot his country’s downfall, to arrest the 
attention of Englishmen, and to fix it on 
one, or on all of the disasters to which a 
nation, the most gallant in the universe, 
has been bowed, by the folly or the vora¬ 
city of their guardians; to evince to them, 
in the clearest light, how much blood has 
been shed, what diseases contracted, what 
treasuresexhausted, in foolish and vain ex¬ 
peditions, which could not have been more 
disastrous, if they had beeirplanned for the 
sake of the c6ntractor.s whom they enrich, 
the court generals whom they are intend¬ 
ed to ennoble, and the scorn and laughter 
of an enemy who rises in vigour and in 
pride from the successive defeats and dis¬ 
graces which we purchase to ourselves ^ 
this dear rate. Yours, 

Britannicus. 

JUBILEE PROl’OSED.. 

Sir ; As the present age will ever remain 
conspicuously memorable in the annals of 
the Christian, aera, when po.sterity revert 
to this eventful page, will not the inde¬ 
pendence that this island has maintained, 
amidst the fatal wrecks of power that we 
have witnessed, be revered and glorified ? 
J^s net this part of our retrospect afford 
matter of exultation —that, though 
'have been so kfeg mesaaced with destruc¬ 
tion by most inveterate enemies, yet wo 
have, under the auspices of our God, pre¬ 
served our valued country,'secured hei:, 
pre-eminence, aniL amidst the blessings of 
liberty, enjoy the blissful reign of peace 
within her borders ? Daring the awful 
calamities that have affiicted such an ex- 
' tenuive portion of: die civilized worlds hao 
not our munificence and succour to tba 
oppressed, been manifestly exemplified ? 

I Though tl)is aux'dia^ sort of warfere has 
■ been very prejudieial'iloi ourselves, yet wfe- 
are not eompellod. to become fi^tives ;; 
we are not euligoct to the sanguinary laws 
I of tyrant and despotism we aie'notdiO 
jivictims of that vengimace vHhish ban bnaiK 




SEiPIlMBM 


tworn against U8J on the contrary, 1 
boldly assert, fha* we areihe gj-eate^t, the 
most illustrious people on the earth; 
happy in the suptenre felicity of social 
intercourse, undisturbed by factiroi, and 
rich beyond competition in the prolific 
bounties of nature ; therefore, sir, I should 
have this eminent period of our history 
commemorated in a most signal manner 
throughout Great Britain. I know my¬ 
self incompetent to premise adequately a 
plan of such magnitude as the circum¬ 
stance requires; but the impression I feel 
as to, the happy consequences that would 
result, stimulate me to the attempt.— 
The divine historian, Moses^ the inimita¬ 
ble Psalmist, and all tbe sacred writers of 
antiquity, exhorted the people to praise 
and thanksgivipg, not in a spiritless man¬ 
ner, w'ith distrustful visages, but with 
cheerful countenances, wfth songs and 
dances, with timbrels, harps, sackhuts, 
psalteries and dulcimers, which appears 
to me a more reasonable way of display¬ 
ing gratitude for benefits, than the Otter¬ 
ing any set form of words in a sullen and 
morose manner, as if, contraty to will, 
compulsively driven to it.—J would, there¬ 
fore, recdhimend the institution of a Na- 
tfcnal Jubilee, to consist of Grand Sacred 
Oratorios, Aniphitlieatrical Sports, Thes¬ 
pian Amusements, and various other pub¬ 
lic Diversions, somewhat after the foll^- 
ing manner; Grand Oratorios should be 
appointed to take place ip every Cathedral 
Church in* Great Britain, and in other 
Churches of Chapels remotely situate from 
Cathedrals ; these should consist in sacred 
recitatives, airs, and choruses, appropriate 
to the occasion, both original and select.— 
Extensivs amphitheatres should be erected 
upon specified plains throughout thg coun¬ 
try, at proper distances from each other, 
in the centre of whiqh gynmastic exercises 
should be exhibited, after the manner of 
the Olympian, Pythian, Isthmian and 
Nemean Games of Greece, instituted in 
commemoration of remarkable occur¬ 
rences: These sports should consist in 
trials of skill in (he arts of fencing, cudgel- 
playing or single-stick, sparring, wrest¬ 
ling, horsemanship, and the like; toge¬ 
ther with morrice-dancing, running, leap¬ 
ing, throwing, &c. Tlie champions who 
excelled in these exploits should be dig¬ 
nified with honorary meeds, such as wea- 

E ons of war; the air at every interval to 
e agitated with the most powerful bands 
ef martial music, playing ^e national airs 
" Rule Britannia/* " BHtons strike 


f»oai«/' . “ See the (mnqusa^ 
comes,** " God save the Kmg** Set- 
Perhaps, in this instance, 1 may, by SiMMey 
be .accused of an offence against the te« 
lifted sense of the timds, by washing to m* ’ 
troduce the customs of those remote ages^ 
but those who are acquainted with the 
estimation in which Homer, Herodotus, 
Thucydides, and many other eminent 
poets, histedans, and philosophers, held 
these public ^mes, will bear witness ftr 
me that no inconsistency whatever att- 
taches to it. The Greeks in their wan 
with the Persians were indebted to these 
institutions for their most memorable vie* 
tories. Those who signalized themselves 
'at the battles of Marathon, Salantis, and 
Platma, had before obtained rewards at 
the public games. “ said his coiir 

gratulating companions to Anaxagoraac, 
who had been a very successful competi¬ 
tor, “ die, for thou canst not be a, God.” 
Herodotus relates a story of some Arca¬ 
dians who*were inlroduced to Xerxes, and 
being asked what was doing in Greece, 
they answered, “ that it was the season of 
“ the Olympic games.” Being asked, 
" how the conquerors in those contentions 
“ were rewarded,” they answered, " by 
an olive garland,” upon which Tritan- 
tseebmes, a prince of the blood-royal 
Persia, exclaimed, “ O, Mardontus, what 
“ a people have you brought us to.fight 
“ against, who contend among themselves,, 
“ not for riches, but for virtue.” Some 
of tbe most eminent English divines have 
also written with much eulogy their sen¬ 
timents upon these institutions, and per¬ 
haps the following elegant illustration of 
them, by Archbishop Potter, may serve 
to heighten their prepriety; '• These 
games,” says he, “ had excellent politi- 
cal ellect in promoting national union, 
“ in difiiising the love of glory, and train- 
“ ing the youth to martial exercises ; they 
"cherished, at Once, an beroical^spirit, 
" which led , to the formation of extraor- 
" dinary andthazaidous enterprizes; they 
" contributed e^sentiBll|' to the improve- 
5‘ meut of th^ Greek nation*for while they 
"jirtmoted hardiness and agility of body, 
" they likewise cultivajjjjd urbanity and 
" politeness; they w'ere the resort of the 
" poets, historians, and philosophers.’* 
—Cfmvenieiitly detached from the^e am¬ 
phitheatres, spacious buildings should be 
temporarily erected for Tbe-spian perform¬ 
ances, in shuations where provincial thea¬ 
tres could not be Vesorted to. These 
> amusements should consist in scenes 
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twixt cht^FQCters personifying British 
fulorit soldiers, landlords, politicisins> &cr 
illustratlni^iir n cbronolo^cal manner, the 
progress pjur present greatness; histo* 
riea of the SMtbievements of our most illu^ 
trions heroes of every age, wherein 
<x>wardice and despondency should be 
rendered as contemptible as possible. These 
dialogues would be well calculated to give 
Ih a cottiprebensive manner, an accoivnt of 
our present eminence contrasted with the 
imbecility of contemporary nations: the 
whole of which should be diversified with 
old national songs, and appropriate new 
ones, set to most simple alluring tunes, so 
that young and old should, as it were, 
learn to sing them by instinct; no doubt 
but some admirable httle pieces would be 
produced, thopgh it would be a confound¬ 
edly busy time at Parnassus; this per¬ 
formance should also be animated by the 
most appropriate music playing such spi¬ 
rited airs and marches, as might be ap¬ 
pointed.—Sailing and rowing niatche.s 
should be promoted in every situation 
where they could be acc()mpli.shed. Pub¬ 
lic breaklasts and dinners, balls, exhibi¬ 
tions of artiticial firework.s, and illumina¬ 
tions, would be matters of course during 
the festival, which should be arranged a,s 
speedily as possible, that the advantages 
of the long days might be obtained ; and, 
indeed, the purpose s of it being of a nature 
that admits of no delay, the early accom¬ 
plishment of it would be very material.— 
OratOrial, Araphilheatrical, Thespian, and 
other committees should be chosen in each 
department, consisting of the most emi¬ 
nent characters in the neighbourbobd, for 
which they may be deputed ; these com¬ 
mittees should arrange and regulate the 
pefibrmatlces in such a manner as they 
thought most proper, and tnilitary appoint¬ 
ments should be made for the preserva-* 
tion of order and tranquillity in every dis- 
trkl; during the festivities.—The expenses 
shoulcT. be defrayed by subscription to 
each performance, assisted by voluntary 
COBtributioiiR, and .wherever*the expen'seV 
unavoidably e^ce^ded the antount Raised, 
the committee in such case should'be re¬ 
munerated by: an order upon the Exetfe- 
quer ; or if an Overplus remained in the 
handshof any committee, it should be given 
towards such deficienci^ as the Exche¬ 
quer might be liable to be called upon to 
make up. , C. E. 


, . STATE.OF SPAIN. 

SirWhen the people of Great Britain 
feel their purses fast emptying, and 
blood flowing, in defence of Spain, it 
would not, perhaps, be amiss, to let tl>em 
know, through the medium of your ex¬ 
cellent work, something of the political 
(Economy of that country as afi’ecting the 
happiness of it’s inhabitants; that Eng- 
li.shmen may judge of the principles of 
our niinistry in defending such a system, 
and of their sagacity in even hoping, fur 
less expecting, that the great body of the 
people of Spain are actuated with enthu¬ 
siasm, love, or respect for that system 
.sufficiently strong to enable them effec¬ 
tually to resist the arms of Buonaparte in 
its defence, even with the •most pow'erful 
assistance Great Britain can afford them. 
—In the first place tlren, the government 
of Spain is completely de.spotic, was so, 
and is to continue to be so, for aught we 
have jheard to the contrary; even iFBuona- 
parte were drjven out to-morrow'.- The 
Spaniards ^cannot complain and say, as 
the people in some countries may, •* de- 
cipimur specie Libertatis^” for the poor 
souls, for centuries past, have neithpf 
tasted, smelled, nor even had a Pisgah 
view of liberty. Their religion as well 
asgovernment is of that description that 
tends to keep the people ignorant, para- 
lizing and depressing every species of 
mental and corporeal energy. Their laws 
are enacted for the very purposes of mono¬ 
poly and oppression. The higher ranks 
(and the. church) in Spain, as in other 
countries, by means of the villanous laws 
of primogeniture and entails, have nio- 
popolized almost every acre in t^ie king¬ 
dom. •Their foreign (^ommercc itself is a 
mere monopoly of the government, by 
which it is carried •on; their domestic 
and internal traffic is hampered by a 
thousand vexatious, though legal enac¬ 
tions. While agViculture, the most im» 
portant of concerns, in every country, 
may be there said to be always in nrti- 
culo mortis, in the very act of expiring. 

‘ (To be continued.) 

NS 


THE EDINBURGH REVIEWERS, 
ANp Parliamentary Reform. 

Sir;—That men of genius and education 
should prostitute their taleats to the pur- 
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suits of party, is at all times to be regret¬ 
ted ; but when those who assume the of¬ 
fice of public censors, and, by virtue of that 
office, guide the judgments of no incon¬ 
siderable a part of, the community, de¬ 
scend to such a 'practice, it calls forth a 
feeling harsher than regret, and may be 
looked upon as an immediate act of wick¬ 
edness. In no other point of view, can I 
consider the paper upon Parliamentary 
Reform, inserted i^the last number of the 
Edinburgh Review^ a paper upon which, 
it. seems, the Editors have bestowed un¬ 
common pains, but which, like most other 
elaborate productions, carries fallacy on 
the face of it, and shows the argument to 
be untenable of itself, by the sophistry 
employed in its defence. 

To follow them through all the mazes of 
logical division, and to explore the endless 
subtleties and refinements with which they 
have endeavoured to hamper and mislead 
their readers, would be a task as difficult of 
execution as it would be unprofitable in 
the result: I shall, therefore, confine my¬ 
self to the basis of their objections against 
Reform, presuming, that if they shall be 
found to bfc defective there, it will be un- 
necessarj»to pursue them farther. 

• It cannot have escaped you. Sir, that 
when men of ingenuity are employed in a 
bad cause, winch atfl>rds, as it were, no 
resting plai e on. which they may inalJe a 
stand, the first measure they have recourse 
to is to build one out of such nfalerials as 
though djjiering mainly from the subject 
in dispute, still carry with them an appear¬ 
ance of identity. The Edinburgh Re¬ 
viewers have, accordingly, t harged the ad¬ 
vocates Ibr Reform, with di.sseminating, as 
a princiyie, that it will immediately cor¬ 
rect all abuses, and in an instant restoi% 
the state to its pristine purity and vigour; 
as though they had been foolish enough to 
say. Reform in the‘House of Commons is 
like a magic wand, or a metallic tractor, 
a single touch from wbich will eradicate 
all complaints, and-transfbrm a thing from 
one extreme to the other. Now, if I 
understand any thing of what has been 
said upon the subject, nothing can be far¬ 
ther from the truth than this language 
which they impute to the Advocates for 
Reform ; so far, indeed, from it being the 
case, that 1 have understood it to have been 
uniformly declared by them, that the re¬ 
medy of our present system must naturally 
be a work of time, and that the longer that 
system is persisted, in, the longer time it 
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will require to effect a safe and solid re¬ 
paration- To be sure, it has always been 
insisted on, that the first step towards ob¬ 
taining it, is a Befons Lathe House of Com¬ 
mons; that this step is primary and indis¬ 
pensable ; that it is the prop on which all 
other measures hang, the root from which 
they all of them must spring;—in short, 
(to be a little kamed on the occasion,) that 
it is a sine qua non, without wbich a change 
in our present mode of Government is 
hardly to be desired. If this be compared 
with what has been observed by the Re¬ 
viewers themselves, it will be seen, that 
their observations tend rather to confirm 
than weaken the position, notwithstanding 
th^ are^dvanced against it. 

The three principal evils ip our actual 
condition, they admit, are, 1st, the burden 
of our Taxes ; 2nd, the preponderating in¬ 
fluence of ihe Crown, arising out of that 
burden; and 3rd, the monopoly of poli¬ 
tical power by a few persons, which, they 
saj"^, (I confess, to itiy astonishment) the 
nature of our constitution has a tendency 
to create. Now, to follow their own 
order, if the burden of our taxes be the 
first of the three principal evils, out of the 
many evils with which our Government 
{^bounds; if this, I say, be the chief and 
most material of all our grievances, it can¬ 
not be disputed, that the House of Com¬ 
mons, to whom the levying and appropria¬ 
tion of the taxes essentially and almost ex- 
clusivelj' belong, is the first power to be 
looked to for redress, if the evil is such as 
will admit of it. For, here, it is material 
to note, that these Reviewers, to evade the 
question, have thrown out some desultory 
remarks on the nature of taxation, shewing, 
that the amount of taxes is a criterion by 
which the wealth and power of a nation 
may be proved ; and insinuating, that our 
present burden is demonstrative of the 
strength and sanity of the state, rather 
than of the extravagance and corruption 
of its ministers: and that, arising fAmi our 
own intemperate love of war, ifcws irreme¬ 
diable while war exists.—But, putting 
away the dActrine of tixalion as referent 
to afnatioii*s wealth, let us con.sidcr not so 
inuch the burden as the dispositimi of the 
taxes: it is this, and this only, 1 appre¬ 
hend, that those who are advocates for Re¬ 
form allude to, when they talk of reduc¬ 
ing taxes and lightenhig the people of 
their burden. If the taxes, in their ptre- 
sent state,*were no more than adequate to 
the just dispenses of an economical and 
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upriight government, I will be bold to say, 
that die people, straitened as they are? 
would glory with these lleviewers, intbe- 
ing able to supply the means of tulfilling 
its eveiyr want; that they would forego 
their greatest comforts, and sacrifice their 
daarest pleasures; but, whcti they see 
their hard-earned contributions collected 
together in a heap, and ^uandered away 
by the. gross, on empty pageantry, dis¬ 
graceful armaments, and futile enter- 
prizes; and, above all, when they see 
them dissipated in pensions and annuities, 
among those very |>ersons who arc the im¬ 
mediate causes of thjS scandalous expen¬ 
diture.; how is it possible for them to be 
silent, and not, at lcast,«nquire if the evil 
admits of remedy ? And to whom can 
they turn so naturally in their distress, as 
to their representatives; those men whom 
they have selected as guardians of their 
rights, and who, if the spirit of the Con¬ 
stitution were in force, would require no 
one to point out to them their duty, much 
less to solicit them to aqt up to it ? But, 
tl»e Reviewers would persuade us, that a 
Reform in the House of Commons would 
not render the representatives of the pv ’- 
ple more susceptible of these abuses; and 
insidiously contend, that they would be 
repeated, although perhaps in a less cri¬ 
minal and oftensive manner, by any set of 
ministers whatever.—The next point, as 
connected with a diminution of the taxes, 
to which they refer, is the statement of: 
Mr. Wardle ; and here, again, they have 
compleatly misrepresented him and those ; 
who support Reform. This statement, 
which they deem extraordinary {and ex¬ 
traordinary, iwdeed, it is), contains, ac¬ 
cording to their representation, nothing 
more than a plan for the reduction of our 
forces. Now, say they, if war is to be 
carried on, our forces sliould be increased 
and. no* diminished ; , as if Mr. Wardle 
had recommended such a measure, in ef¬ 
fect. \Yhy, sir, a man may, with equal 
j ustice, ive accused of a desire to spoil a 
teee or meadow, by cutting off',dead 
branches from live one, or‘rooting out 
thistlesTrom the other. Mr. Wardle has 
recommended no reduction of our efteo- 
tive forces ; he has only suggested the 
propriety 'of dismissing those who live 
upon the country, without affording it any 
benefit in return ; of keeping up our 
Navy ,to its full amount, at two’thirds of 
its present cost; and of abolishing certain 
tiseiess and' ridiculous fortifications, flpw* 
tldk can be construed into a wish to 



weaken our mtiitBry establishtftents, must 
to ev^ry candid person be surprizing. To 
me, it seems, not only the most desirable 
method of drecting a redaction in our 
taxes, but of concentrating and invigorat¬ 
ing uur almost exhausted energies. 

The second evil pointed out by the Re¬ 
viewers, is the preponderating infloence 
of the crown, and this they admit to its 
full extent, but deny, that a Reform in 
the House qf Commonf^^is at ali calculated 
to remove it. It is a little unfortunate, 
that the metaphysical talents of these gen¬ 
tlemen, should set them so far above, the 
rest of mankind, that what appears obvi¬ 
ous to persons of common understanding, 
should be seen by them in a totally diffe¬ 
rent point of view'. For instance, 1 had 
alway.s understood, accordrpg to tire prin¬ 
ciples of our corkstitution, that the power 
of the people opposed itself to the infloence 
of the crown; and that accordingly as 
one or other of them assumed preponder¬ 
ance, so was it to be corrected, by invest¬ 
ing the weaker side with more authority ; 
or, what is the same thing, retrenching 
the ascendancy of the stranger. Now? 
that a free representation of “^e people 
will give to the people a greatef degree of 
power, is too palpable to be denied ; aifti 
if a Reform in the House of Coimnons 
amounts to a free representation, what 
mdte is necessary to correct this prepon¬ 
derating influence, of which the Re¬ 
viewers, in cororncii with the country at 
large, so heavily complain ?-*-But, it j.s 
observed by them, that the evil is radical¬ 
ly implanted in the system ; that the 
people are themselves corrupted, and tlvat, 
too, to such a degree, that it is their inte¬ 
rest to support corruption. Ttat this is 
frue, to a certain extent, may possibly be 
.the case; in as far as a very large propor¬ 
tion ol‘ people receive a part of the 
taxes which give rise to the undue weight 
and bias of the government; but, putting 
the principle on on average, it is not te, 
bad as they have represented it. Men 
receive taxes to enable them to pay 
taxes: and taxes are levied, in part, to 
pay men for collecting taxes; which two 
measufes countctacting each other, leave 
men in Very nearly the same State as they 
Would be, if there were no taxes, or, per¬ 
haps, fewer taxes, to pay^; with this hh- 
portant distinclion though, that, situated 
as they now are, they are l>ound to go¬ 
vernment for an appointment, which taltes 
away from them every privilege ad' frei- 
agency and lelf-directioa. <> 



The hist evil ih our condition/discussed' 
hi the Review? is the monopoly of* poUtii^ 
cal'power by a few persons; by which is 
meant, it is supposed, that the government 
of the country is always to be fbund in 
the bands of one of two or more classes of 
persons, who alternately or successively 
compose the ministry. The party-spirit 
of the Reviewers here displays itself so as 
not to be mistaken: they may call the at¬ 
tention of the public to this, as an evil but 
little understood, and as an evil of alarm¬ 
ing magnitude; but it is pretty evident, 
that their chief concern consists in the 
circumstance of their own party having 
been kept out so long, with the exception 
of -its last short span, and that if they 
could once see it firmly seated in the ca¬ 
binet, they wtould have np objection to a 
deviation from their general rule of short¬ 
lived administrations. The existence of 
the evil has been apparent for many 
years; but as, by‘the admission of the 
Editors, the nomination to all high offices 
is substantially in the majority of the 
House of Commons, it follows, of conse¬ 
quence, tplif a Reform in that House would 
tend to direct it, as far as necessary. If 
the meifibers of it would exercise their 
“rightful power, and shew themselves as 
masters to the ministers, there would be 
no fear of any evil consequence from a 
monopoly, which is only to be dreaded 
when in the possession of incapacity and 
corruption. I am, Sir,.your9, &c. 

Seplenibtr 22, 1809. S. 

THE EDINBURGH REVIEWERS, 

AND PaKLIAMENTAUY ReFORM. 

Sir ;-gr-In an elaborate Essay on Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform, published in ^le last 
number of the Edinburgh Review, certairr 
doctrines are advanced which are to be re¬ 
garded as irreconcilable to the principles 
of the British Constitution, and contrary 
to truth ; and therefme deserving public 
animadversion.—In that paper it is po¬ 
sitively asserted “ that a Reform in Par- 
" liament would not sensibly diminish the 
" public Expenditure.” “ With regard to 

the Taxes” say they (p. 279) “ it appiars 

to u6 in the highest degree chimerical to 
“ imagine that any change in the plan of 
" Representation should sensibly lessen 
** their amounbP The reasoning by 
which this extraordinary conviction is 
supported the author dees not pretend te 


rest upon facts. He proceeds with much 
foriaaiity to inform us of what he and. 
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his colleagues think would ' ^ 

in consei^nce of reformation, and the 
conclusion is, that they are “ quite satis- 
jkd’* of the inefficacy of Reform, as a re¬ 
medy for afi enormous expenditure. They 
are quite satisfied” that Mr. Wardle’s 
retrenchments proposed last session are 
inexpedient, becauw they regard measures 
not of “ economy” but« state policy.”— 
And aifirm, that the same errors of policy 
that give rise to “ unprofitable expence” 
at present, may be expected to produce 
the same effects hereafter; because “ there 
is no good ground for thinking that a par¬ 
liament chosen munly on account of its 
good intentions will commit fewer blunders 
than oneselected, in a great degree, from a 
regard to Its skiU and its habits of JmsineSsf* 
It does not follow, say they, that a reformed 
parliament, because considerably “ more 
honest,” than an uoreformed one, must also 
be considerably “ wiser,” and the con¬ 
clusion seems to be this—that the infa¬ 
mous waste of public money admits of no 
remedy,—^that the Whig party, were they 
in power, would be dispo^d to act just as 
the No Popery administration have acted; 
and that Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. Wardle, 
and their friends, are mere visionaries, 
Avhen they talk of the introduction of 
honest principles into “ state policy.'*— 
Now, Sir, I have always been taught to 
believe, that honesty and fait and candid 
dealing, are. estimable qualities, even in a 
Statesman, and that, as Mr. Locke informs 
us, " Politics are only comtnon sense ap- 
“ plied to national* concerns.” Honesty 
and sound policy ever must be insepara¬ 
ble, and that being admitted, it necessa¬ 
rily follows, that the waste and miscon¬ 
duct of those, who openly contemn ho¬ 
nesty, and who defend publicly - and 
officially the basest corruption,, may bO 
remedied, and would be remedied, were 
men of good principles entrusted with 
the adminislration of public afiair|.—Let 
us look back upon the useless expendi¬ 
ture of ilte present reign, or rather 
a few of the items of wj^ich the 
.amount is Composed, and'say father a 
reformed ahd honest parliameatjC^Id have 
possibly sanctioned the wautfii' ^ Would the 
true represeutatives of people have 
sanctioned the American war, and th« 
millions expended in order to purchaw th«| 
heaily loss, and the lasting disgrace whioK. 
the attempt to enslave our fellow 
must nechoarily entail ? Weaft#' the 
true repieaentatives of the people of J&rmu: 
.Brkaia • have sanctioned the WM agatet 
P * ' 
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Franct;, while uB<rffending; the waste of " co-operation.>?-It is perfectly obvious 
RiiUions. upon; millions throwi#away as " that if the.Hoaae of Commons with its 
Cferman sabsidies ? Cr, in short, is it to "absolute power over the supplies, and 
be supposed, that the pro/Jife approve of " its eonnection with the physical force of 
the expenee Ihcun ed by our late ruinous " the nation, were to be composed entirely 
Expeditions? And are we to be grave- “ of the representatives of the yeomanry, 
ly told that the Edinburgh Reviewers arc “ ofthe tradesmen, of burghs, and were to 
" jWte of the inefficacy of Pal lia- " be actuated solely by the feelings and 

mentary Reform- to redress these evils '{” " interests, which are peculiar to that class • 
Ifa steward cheat his master, if his pecu- " of men, it wouhpinfallibly convert the 
lation ha discovered, anjd the injured " Government intoaraeredemocracy; and 
master propose to turn olf lha criminal— “speedily sweep away the incumbrance 
these gentlemen might say, ‘Human " of Lords and Commons, who could not at 
nature is always the same, you may get a “ all exi.^t, therefore, if they had not an jn- 
nevv steward, but we arc yidle satkfied tXiat " tere,st in this Assembly.' But even sup- 
he will also cheat you, to the same extent " posing that this conseijuence should not 
ns his predecessor, if he has the same op- " immediately follow, is it not obvious in 
portunities, and you ar*^ to expect no- the second place, that if the House of 
thing beneficial- from the change/ Many " Lords and the sovereign Itad no means 
plausible arguments too might be adduced " of influencing the determination of the 
insupport ot a doctrine such as this, (for " Commons within their own walls, they 
arguments there are against the existence " could only controul them in ihtiii-iegis- 
of matter and motion,) but fortunately on " lative function by throwing out or nega- 
iitoh occasions the common seiwc ot man- " living the bills passed bv the unanimous 
kind instantly decides, and when that " assent of that House r—If the House of 
which is as,serted contradicts the uniform " Commons were to send up a series of po- 
experience of mankind, a reply is justly “ pular Bills'which were successively ne- 
deemed unnecessary: a simple expres- " gatived by the sovereign, the conse- 
sion of contempt is best suited to the occa- " quence would infallibly be an ifisurrec-, 
iitai. ^ According to these reviewers, the < “ tion and a civil war:—And if on the" 
exertions of a vigilant and honest House “ other hand he were to pass as a matter 
of Cbmmons, in the detection and conse- "of course every hill which had been 
<inMit correction of abuses in the public “ voted by a great majority of that House, 
Eixpenditure, would be attended with no " at the same time that he and bis servants 
sensible advantage to the public.. It " had no iniluonce qver theirdeliberations, 
W'ould be chimerical to expect it ! “ the controul of the Executive *vould be 

But the Reviewer larther asserts, that " utterly lost and abandoned, and the Go- 
tbe prevalence of aristocratical influence " vernnient w'ould be changed into a vir- 
is absolutely necessafy in the House .of " tual Republic/’ ° 

Commons, in order to jireserve our happy After complimenting Mr. Malcolm 
constitution.—" As for altering the com- I-mng as an accurate and profotmei, histc- 
" position of the House of Commons by rirni, be proceeds to give that gentleman’s 
" excluding from it all who are sent there rationale of how King Charles the Eirst 
" by the interest of the raitiistry or of no- came by his misfertunes,. - " The King, he 
" bte raiiaMies, we shall only say, that if “ observe.s, ruined himself and the country 
W€ be|^iQVea it likely to produce " by standing on his prerogative, and iieg- 

web an eiiect, we should think it our " lecting the means>qf’ in0ueiicing the Par- 

it, as against a " liament. He made various efforts, indeed, , 
‘ which i|'tuild depri ve us of the " |o seduce and gain over the most forini- 

^ practto|| ablfSSKigs our Goifstitutian." " dable of the popular leaders in that As- 
" Dreadful convulsions^ " sembly, but he chose most absurdly to 
" would ensiiil^iiie three branches of the " pfodlaim his triumph, bv making them 
" Legislatt:^vwere imllp to be kept apart immediately desist from that occupation, 
jn their practical operations, and to " and enlisting them as the open advocates 

* check and controul each other, not by an of his prerogative.—Instead of submil- 

^ tbeir elenteniary jmncipks into " ting to receive the popular leaders as lus 
a» tne ffiaware* qf'eflcA (what is this ?) but " ministers, and in this way'bringing all 
« by workinfg separately to thwaH or un- " the weight ofthe royal influence to bear 

* do what had been oadertaken by the " timaigb this Goramauding channel upon 
dtflhr without any mmm of concert or ‘vtbe Parliament, ha navar psonieted 
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■* to till they had lost a}] power anfd while poisons are 1«ss guarded againsi 
" popularity by an avowed desettioa to than in fdrnter days, it beconies those^wb# 

»• the separate party of die King; and thus, are awa^•e^o^■ the danger to redouble thsfir 
" by allowing the Commons to CMTy every diligenbe in pointing out the proper anfi- 
" thing belbre them in their own Hon.'tc, dotes to the unwary,—Now 1 would asip, 

" and then opixising the naked walls of iiis whether it is really true that the Commons 
" prerogative, to the full shock of that vn- ofCreat Britain are inferior in any one of 
"/wbi/rd current, be inviteil a contest that those qualities which constitute a com- 
even in those days proved ruinous to petent Legislator ? Even as now oonsti- 
" himself, and to the CojisyTuriON. 3'ho tuted> is there less information, less politi- 
" same principle of mis-government, aided cal wisdom, to be found in the lower than in 
“ indeed by baser practices on a baser gi?- the upper liouse ? Is there one of your 
“ neralion, lasted down till the Kevolution, readers, Sir, who w'ould hesitate to answer 
" when, as is univers ally acknowledged, in the negative ? Andthe imlividuaUvliofor 
“ the true principles of the Constitution the time may be King of Great Britain ; 

" were first recognized, and the reign of are we reasonably to expect superior* 

" and regular freedom began,^’ talents and public virtue in him, so that 

Such is the doctrine of om soi disant jyill ought to iniluence the councils of 
Whigs, regawling the very basis of the Bri- the nation ? The answ^er is prompt. The 
tish Constitution, and nothing, so impu- Constitution supposes no such thing. The 
dentlv false has been published to the Constitution declares the Kingto .be tlie 
w'orld since the Revolution; nothing more chief servant of theStatc, invested with the 
disingenuous in statement or more sophis- insignia of its power» for purposes 
tical in argument.—We are here in the public benefit, and entitled to allegiance 
first place taught that the Commons of no longer than he shall act according to 
(iroat Britain are beings of an inferior Law.—Where then does there appear any 
order to the, nobility, not merely in rank sufficient reason why these two Estates 
and titlCi but in intellectual endowments should interlere with the third in the ex- 
and a capacity for business. They are ercise of its proper function, the appropri- 
' represented as actuated by vm I gar feelings • ation of money drawn from the pockets of 
and partial interests; incapable of duly its constituents? Is it not enough that the 
appreciating the genuine principles of the Crown enjoys its executive power, and a 
British Constitution, and disposed to de- patronage extensive beyond all example, 
stroy it, were it not for the salutary con- with power also to render even the best 
troul of the sovereign and peers, who, dis- measures of the Commons nugatory by w 
ceniing belter the true interests of the na- negative ? And is it not enough for four 
tioii, keep them quiet by injiuence, that is, or .five hundn^d men distinguished by 
Bribery. titles as peers, that they possess privileges 

It is inculcated that were the King and immunities far beyond those of their 
upon all occasions to act as becomes the fellow subjects, and-also possess the power 
first riiisgistrate of a free people, and give of refusing the Bills of the Commons, and 
up his own opinions in deference to tlic thwarting #trevy one of their measnres ?-i- 
collected wisdom of a whole nation ex- 'fhe Edinburgh Reviewer says, IVb; all this 
pressed by hoii«<g; representatives ; that is not sufficient; there must be in addition 
then our constitution must be at an end ; to all this a steady and conslaiit influence ■ 
and a virtual republic established.—It is exerted over the CoOTwionJf, who ^ foolish 
objected to Charles the First, that to ^the and turbulent schoofloys would certainly 
grossest tyranny lie did not add the basest run into every dangerous excess, Were it ^ 
treachery and deceit, and carry his arbi- not for the ever-opferaVing controul of su- 
trary measures under the forms of the piei-ior minds ! But let nsVinquirf into the 
Constitution; and finally it is asserted "irifth of this Stsseitiott, " that/rt^ence was 
that at the llevolution, the true principles recdgniziMl at thh RcVblutibp, and con»«- 
of the Constitution were recognized ; be- quenfly' that the huiependence of thb 
cause then the reign of Ifefiuence anti rega- House of CommOns was then understobfl 
lar Freedom began, and this is said to he to be iiiieompatible with real Freedom,**, 
universally aeknowledged.—Had sach doc- What shy the honest ami eminent 
trines been promulgated fifty j'eata agO, who llyeo dunng the Revolntiowf What 
an attempt to answer and refute theftr he- tsay the ‘etatesidefi of every 6Ubcifedif)|i; 
riously, would have been deemed ridicu- y«ar dowh to our times ? It woaM'%%: *b 

lous, But-vfe live in other times, and Hbuse the patience of y<mr lyadei's teS rfe- 

.. /■! • 
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' . ' '* 
cord the opinions of Locke and Addison ''roar to promote concord among .tb« 

upon this subject. They were really “ peopie. If we mean seriously to unite 
Whigs, that is friends, to truth and liberty. “ the nationi We must convince them that 
And although to record their opinions " their complaints are regarded, that theiv 
might and would reftite the doctrines of “injuries shall be redressed.—On that 
the Ldinbnrgh Review, and prove that/»• “foundation I will take the lead in re- 
Auence was not universally recognized as ne- “ commending peace and harmony to the 
cessary to the existence of real Freedom ; I “people; on any other 1 would never 
mean to go farther, and ap|)eal, to the re- “ wi.'sh to see them united again. If the 
corded opinions of the leading men of the " breach in thp Codstitution be effectually 
Tory, or high court party, who, if they “ repaired, the people will of themselves 
now lived, would regard with emotions of “ return to a state of tranquillity. If not, 
indignation and contempt the tenets of “ may discord prevail for ever ?—1 feel the 
our modern Whigs.— Swift asserts the ne- “ principles of an Englishman, and 1 utter 
cessity of annual parliaments, because the “ them without apprehensiort or reserve. 

frequency of Elections would tend to des- “-If the Kings servants will notper- 

troy the influence of the Court, and yet “ mit a constitutional question to be de- 
Swift was the very direesnr of a Tory, ad- “ cided on according to the forms and on 
ministration.—^L ord Bolinqbroke, not “ the principles of the Constitution, it 
only a Tory but a Jacobite, mentions those “must then be decided in some other 
who bring forward arguments against the “ manner} and rather than it should b« 
entire independence of parliament in terms “given up, rather than the nation should 
of the greatest indignation. “Reason” “Surrender their birthright to a despotic 
(says he.) “ is against them, since it is “ minister, I hope, my Lord8,*old as 1 am, 
“a plain absurdity to suppose a con~ “ I shall see tlu: question fairly brought to issue, 
" troul on the Crown, .and to establish “ and tried between the people and the Go- 
“ at the same time a pomr,^nd even a vemnient .-^—^We must reconcile the 
“ right, in the Crown to render that con- “ practice of parliament to its theory, and 
“ troul useless. Experience is against them, “ remove all just cause of complaint?’ 

“ since the examples of other countries,' But even so late as the year 1797 if 
" and at some times, of our own, have was not discovered by the Whig Party, 
“ proved that a prince ,may govern ac* that corruption and influence are neces- 
“ cording to his arbitrary will, or that of sary to the well being of our Constitution, 
“ his more arbitrary minister, as abso- and may be openly avow'ed and defended. 

“ lately and much more securely lei/Mian On the. discussion pf Mr. Grev’s Motion. 
“ without, the concurrence of a Parliagnent. for Reform, Mr. Fox said, “When Go- 
“ —The ^u^hority even the uniform audio- “ vernment is daily jirescnting itself in the 
“ rity, of our whole Legislature, is against “ shape of weakness that borders on dis- 

“ them-The voice of our Law gives “ solution—unequal to all the funciions of 

“ them the/if. How then shall we ac- “ useful strength, and formidable only in 
“ count for this proceeding, this open and “ nernicious corruption, weak in p'orver and 
« desperato attack upon oar Constitution, “ strong only in influence; am 1 to be told 
« and therefore upon our Liberty F Have " that such ^ state of things can go on 
“ these great men. made any nice discovery " with safety to any branch of the Coiistii 
“ that escaped the blunt sagacity of our “ tufion > If men think that under such 
“ ances^iArs, and is ^boye the narrow con- “ a system, we can go on without a uiaie- 
“ captions of all otlllr men except them- “ rial recurrence t» first principles, they 
“ mlves atthis time ?’ “ argue in direct opposition to all theory 

In whet noble stains of eloquence the “ and all practi'«e. But it is said, What 
illustri^ Earl of Chatham indilcatetl the “ will this Reform do for us ? Will it re- 
necessi^pf^:?'erecting some strong barj “ trieve our misfortunes?—I admit that 
“ riers todesfeBdtbeConstitution, and resist “ ii would not be sufficient, unless it led 
“ the enp^ons influence of the Crown,” “ to reduction qf substantial expence, and to 
your readen well know. Upon a sub- “ reform all the abuses that have crept 
ject of far less importance than themal- " into our government,—But I think it 
practices of Lord Castlereagh and,M “would do this.—It would give us in 
Perceval, he iit ' his plach declared the “ the first place a.parliament vigilant and 
Constitution violated: unyf,”-!5aid he, “ scrupulous, and that would'secure u$ a 

V t hat wound is healnff* it is »ii vain to re- « government active and economical. It 
« p^amead vmion to parliameat, or endM- ig‘would prepar# the way dor every ra- 
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** tional improvement of which, witbotift' 
" disturbing the parts, our Coiistitutibii is 
" susceptible.” And concluding——" Sir, 
" I have done—I have given my advice. 
" I propose the remedy, and fatal will it be 
" for England if pride and prejudice, much 
" longer continue to oppose it. The rc- 
" med}' proposed is simple, easy, and practi- 
" cable ; it docs not touch the vitals of 
" the (’onstit ution, and, I sincerely believe, 
"will restore us to peace and harmony. 
" Do not believe that the d^ is far distant 
" when Parliamentary Reform must take 
" place, and is it not better to come to it 
" now w'hile you have the power of deli- 
" beration, than when it may be extorted 
" from you by convulsion ? There is yet 
“ time—it ni iy yet go to the people 
" with the gl ace and favour of a sponta- 
" neous act.—What will it be if extorted 
" from you with indignation and vio- 

" lence ?”-Flow different the sentiments 

of these great men from those promul¬ 
gated in this Review ! And it deserves 
remark that although a profligate minister 
or his supporters raa\' h;;'e sometimes 
used arguments somewhat similar in de¬ 
bates, jret no man since the Revolution 
has openlj^ avowed such doctrines before 
*tbe public, or told the people of Clreat 
Britain in plain language, and in a printed 
book, that it is necessary they should be 
hrihvd. A paper upon Parliamentary Re¬ 
form, such as I have Just animadverted 
upon, is not however, calculated to do 
much mischief; provided it be attentively 
considered. A kind of lawyer-like plau¬ 
sibility appears on the surface, but upon 
closer inspection it wants consistency, it 
wants authority, and, worst of all, it is not 
supporisd by facts. It is, in short, suiji 
as we might expect from a young member 
of the Edinburgh Speculative Society, who 
is ready with much pettllance to support 
either side of the plainest question, and 
much reSembles the "lax pleadings,” 
which Lord Grenville informs us are per¬ 
mitted at the Scotch Bar, and which are 
defined to be " the assumption of that for 
true, which is in reality false, as a basis, 
with a superstructure of sophistry and npu- 
sense.” I am. Sir, &c. A Scotchman. 

Piccadilly, ^t. 28, 1809. 

SPECIAL JURIES. 

Sir ;—I am desirous of drawing your 
attention aside for a few moments from 
that grand desideratum. Parliamentary 
Reform, to tHe consideration of a topic* 


Jitriei, 'fWS' 

vdry little inferior in pbint of intcreaf, if 
not cFo»el 3 f iconne6tcd with it, and which I 
am confident yotf cherish as of vital hri- 
purtance to the existence,of the liberty 
and independence of Englishmen; I mean 
Trial by Juiy. Amidst all the encroach¬ 
ments which our constitutional establish¬ 
ments have sufiered. Trial by Jury has 
perhaps best endured the shock; and as 
I should hope that that- blpated monster 
Corruption, will be reduced to a stature of 
seasonable growth, by the wholesome regi¬ 
men with which you w’cekly supply him, 

I entertain a confidence that Trial by 
Jury will preserve its wonted .superiority, ^ 
and that it will be found uniformly com¬ 
posed of impartial, independent, and un- 
coiiteurtinated members of society. 1 have 
reason to believe, Mr. Cobbelt, that the 
ordinary or petit Jury, is composed of 
boni homines: " twelve good men and 
true,” and that justice is very independ¬ 
ently and fairly administered by this tri¬ 
bunal ; but. Sir, as it is a wise and ivhole- 
some principle in our constitution, that 
every man shall be tried by his equals; 
or as Magna Charta emphatically has it, 
that no freeman shall be hurt either in fils 
persopor property, " nisi per legale judici- 
*" urn parium suorum vel per legem terrae,” 
it i'ollows that in all cases an ordinary Jury 
: is not the proper and best tribunal, and the 
earliest periods of our judicial establish- 
i rnents have therefore recognized the ex¬ 
pediency of a superior, or what is termed 
a " Special Jury” : Blackstone says, that 
Special Juries were introduced, " when 
the causes were of too great nicety for 
the discussion of ordinary freeholders, or 
where the Sheriff' was suspected of par¬ 
tiality;” and he might have added, where 
the situation in life of the party, (upon 
the maxim of " judicium parium” or 
judgment of equals,) requires a more se¬ 
lect tribunal. The utility of such select 
Jury is in many caseymanifost. Mo man, 
for instance, who hw a dispute, with a 
builder, about an exorbitant charge for his ^ 
house, wouljl think himgelf very candidly 
dealtwitb,ifhis cause were'to be decided by 
iisJ u*ry engaged in a simi lar branch of trade; 
still less would a'gentleman of fortune, 
possessing liberal sentiments and entertain¬ 
ing a strong sense of honour, submit to ‘ 
the consideration'of twelve mechanics, 
how far his character, peai e and happi¬ 
ness, had been invaded by an unprincipled 
seducer, w*ho under the mask of a ffieiid 
had dishonoured his wife; I say, lid man 
uritmld feel content to be tried'fOT «n*iin- . 
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fi'sction of the revenue laws, by a Jury of 
excisemen or. cni^tn-hoase officers. |t 
was to prevent tbese inconsistencies, that 
a Special Jury, which it was formerly dis¬ 
cretionary witn the Judigesto grant, (thougb 
I believe seldom, if ever, refused on ap¬ 
plication by either party,} wa-s given to 
the subject as matter of right by the 
.3 Geo, 2, c. 2.5. Now, Mr. (’obbett, con¬ 
sidering the object with Av.hich Special 
Juries are usually in request, it must be 
quite manifest, that those who are sum¬ 
moned I'or the purpose, should be of a 
superior class to shopkeepers; that they 
should not only be freeholders, but men of 
liberal education, unshackled with the 
trammels of trade : for instance, if 1 had 
particular grounds for *iot wishing my 
cause to come utuiei; ilie investigation of a 
farrier, or if you please a vetcrioai y sur¬ 
geon, wouj.l such a iiiati be less objection¬ 
able, because be happened to ]ioKses,s a 
freehold estate? Can such an adventitious 
circuinstaiice operate to quaiify a man 
sit upon a Special Jury, who on ail other 
accounts sliould he completely tiisqualified 
and unfit for the office: but the very de¬ 
signation given to Special .lurymen, shews 
the true ground' of distinction between 
them and a common Jury ; for they are 
in all proceedings; in the pannel, and in 
the Sheritf’s Freeholder’s Book, denomi¬ 
nated “ esquires.” What constitutes, let 
me ask, an esquire, if it be not a property 
independent of labour, and of exertion, 
and the possessing those liberal princi • 
pics and that extensive mind, which are 
jjresumed to be acquired from the leisure 
which independence allords ? Professions 
confer a like title on their members, from 
the presumption that the exercise of the 
profes^iion requires a more culKvated un¬ 
derstanding, than is the lot of ordinary 
life : but so jealous is the constitution of 
the qualification necessary to a Special 
Juryniat^ that landed property is stated 
as an indispensible %ppurtenant. Now, 
Mr. Gobbett, these observations bring 
‘me to the conclusiorj, to which 1 have been 
anxious to draw‘your attention*, viz. - that 
nothing caiji be so preposterous, .so cofti-, 
plete a perversion of tlie spirit of the in¬ 
stitution of a Special Jurj^as that of de¬ 
nominating men esquires, and introducing 
them as qualilied persons in the Sheriff’s 
Book, merely because they possess a small 
landed property, though their daily Voca¬ 
tions be mthin tile walls of a linanutac- 
tory* or the circuit of a mahogany coun¬ 
ter j'^d yet, Mr, Gobbett, that this out-. 

a ^ 


rage tb common sense does exist, is a fact 
beyond wll dispute; for I assure you I am 
not speaking ironically when 1 state, that, 
such persons are promiscuously mingled in 
the Sherilr’s Book, with men of for¬ 
tune and character, and are constant¬ 
ly summoned on Special Juries, to dis¬ 
charge a duty in which most frequent¬ 
ly they are totally unfit, and are by 
no means tho. class of persons the law in¬ 
tended to cast into that situation. It was 
only the other day, Mr. Gobbett, that it 
fell within my observation, that in a cause 
of the first moment, as it regarded the clia- 
racter and feelings of a gentleman concern¬ 
ed, and in which, to do justice, it was in- 
dispcnslbly necessary ihai aSj)ecial Jury, 
as was the case, should bo ein|)annelle<l ; 
I .say, Mr. (Gobbett, it fell within my ob¬ 
servation, that the very i'oremnn of this 
Jury was—an Lindeitaker. Now, I am 
sure, Mr. Gobbett, you \^jll not attribute 
my remarks to any flung intentionally 
contumelious or sarcastic, towards any class 
of men because tliey hapjaen to be in 
tr.ade: 1 know tliat tiie trading part of 
this country, i.s one of the s.aurces of its 
opulence; 1 knew ibat tra'.le and agri¬ 
culture! constitute the sinews of the state; 
I admit all this; 1 do not object to the ac¬ 
customed habits of mankind, re^jiiiring 
that SVC, should be trimmed in a peculiar 
fashion, preparatory to our being handed 
over as a savoury dish to tlic worms; I 
do not complain that any usage should 
have made it necessary to hire •distorted 
countenances, to “ mimic sorrow nhen 
the heart’s not sad ;” I complain not of this, 
nor of those who follow' the employment; 
but I do complain of that violation of pub¬ 
lic^ duty which indwees a sljeriHi»to in¬ 
troduce guch men, as competent to serve 
on aSirecial Jury, and who, to sanction the 
impropriety, given them,the designation of 
esquires.—Mr. Gobbett, it may be' .said, 
that the law has pointed, out no other 
criterion of a iipecml Juryman, than that 
he should possess landed property to a 
certain anmunt; but does not the obviou.s 
reasoning upon thesubject; does not the ob¬ 
servations of all legal authorities; does not 
Blackstone, when he says that the utility 
of a Special Jury, is, when the causes are 
of too great nicety for the discussion of 
ordinary freeholders; does not the whole 
clearly shew what sort of men the sheriff 
ought to receive, and what to reject for 
tliis purpose t The result is quite evident, 
and admits of no ambiguity. It maybe 
pleaded that the present practice of the- 
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sheriff is a^eeable to that of bis pre¬ 
decessors, and that his predecessoi^ were 
never the subject of complaint; to ob¬ 
viate then, Mr. Cobbett, some disadvan¬ 
tage arising from the defect of this system 
for the future, and without any Incroach- 
ment on the usage of prior sheriffs, I would 
propose that until some more defined and 

• permanent alteralion shall take place, the 
sheriff do, in addition to the jpames, state 
the occupations of those persons, who are 
concerned in trade, and at the same time, 
specify the place W’here the business is 
conducted ; this will be giving a publicity 
extremely requisite for those who are 
concerned in the appointment of Special 
.luries, and may obviate considerable in¬ 
justice and inconvenience, until something 
more advantageous can be adopted. Mr. 
t.'()b!)ett, I regard this as a sulqect of 
weighty import; and, as 1 am acquainted 
witli no publication where questions of 
magnitude receive •more attention from 
the eidiglitened and indepeniJcnt part of 
mankind, than in your Kegister, I hop^ 
the.se crude coinniciits will he permitted b}’ 
you, to meet the public eye in that work, 
and that the insertion will be jjroduetive 
•f'publie benefit. 1 am. Sir, yours, &c. 

* hincohis Inn. \V. E, S. 


.ii;ij[U‘E. 

rnOCKKDING', OF TIIF. (’oUKT OF CqMMON 
CoMN'elL OF THE ClTY OF Lo.XOOX, 
Tuciidt^, Sepiembtr dC), 1 SO!). 

Mr. Alderman Wood, as Chairman of 
the Committee appointed to consider of 
the most proper means of celebrating the 
ensuing Anniversary of his .Majesty’s Ac- 
cessioiivto the Throne, presented tlieir 
Report. It stated in substance, as,the opi¬ 
nion of the Committee, “ That the Corpo- 
" ration should atjend Bivine Service at 
“ St. Paul’s Cathedral; that they should 
afterwards proceed to St. James’s with 
“ a Congratulatory Address to bis Ma- 
"jesty, and that the front of Guildhall 
"should be illuminated,” but it was tlie 
unanimous opinion of the Committee, 
" That it was neither expedient nor ne- 
“ cessary that the Corporation should efine 
“ together on that day.” Mr. Aider- 
man Wood then said that, although a.s 
Chairman of the Committee, he had felt it 
his duty to sign the Report, he by no 
ineahs conceived himself pledged to the 
fupport of the propositions which it con¬ 
tained. So far was he from agreeing to 
the principlef that be held in his hanci 


copies of two mertions, which, howe i-er, it' 
was not his intention to press, which were 
in direct opposition to the recommenjda- 
tion of the Report. As to the Dinner, hO 
had certainly attended thi Committee 
with the express view of opposing that. 
He had not the slightest objection to at¬ 
tending at St. Paul’s; nor tfi going up 
with an Addres.s, provided that it was not 
made the vehicle of political opinions. 
The Illumination he had steadily opposed, 
as improper in every point of view: To 
preserve the peace of the City was highly 
important; and no man could be so bling 
as not to perceive that, although the reso¬ 
lution of the (’ommittec confined it to the ' 
front of (iuildhall, the illumination therfe 
would be the signal for a general and Com¬ 
pulsory one throughout Ibis immense me¬ 
tropolis.—The situation of the kingdom 
was, in every point of view', such as ta 
render a General Illumination little better 
than a general insult. With what sinceri¬ 
ty could tljo.se persons obey the mandata 
to illuminate, whose children, parents, re¬ 
latives, and j'ricuds, had perished in S[)ain, 
or were dying in the hospital.s at Wal- 
chercii ? Hu hoped that the feelings and 
good sense of the Corporation would in- 
•duce them totally to give up the idea of 
iiluininating. In iiresenting the Report, 
be felt it incumbent on him to move that 
.such Report should be I'eceived, and the 
recommendations contained in it adopted: 
but he should hold himself at liberty to 
•Slate bis objections to sucb parts of it as he 
deemed objectionable, before the question 
was finally put. 

Mr. IIerxe expre-ssetl much d issatisfac-- 
tion at the Report, which, in his opiniofT, 
was directly contrary to the sentiments of 
that Court, when the Committee was- ap-\ 
pointed. But nothing better could be 
expected frotn a Committee, in which, 
wdih the gros.sest inconsistency, gentle¬ 
men had been appointed who were know'rt 
to be against a Jubii^ altogether. Tlia 
propo.sitions were ab.surd and monstrous; 
first, they w^ere to go tc^Church, and then 
thfey were to go to Coui>, and then they 
to go quietly about their business. 
W'n^ this a testimony of respect from a 
Corporation so noted for their love of good 
eating and drinking ? Instead of meeting 
together, and enjoying a good substantial 
dinner, and a glass of good old port, thai 
it should be ^id of the Citizens of London, 
that they %neaked home, and finished ib4 
day on a mutton chop, was most mon¬ 
strous, and would never b« baliavud'bjf' 
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^stcrity. It waa thcotMistent with the 
dignity of the P(M^ration» calculated 
to throw an odium on all their proaeed- 
ings on this important occasion. It had i 
been said th4t attempts were made to I 
bring politics into the discussion. Gen- 
tlemen bad indeed now made it a political 
question, and that of the highest import¬ 
ance. 

Mr. Alderman Schoiey was of opinion 
that tlie Committee ought to have pre¬ 
pared an Address, and presented it to_the 
Court for their cqiisideration, together with 
the Report. 

Mr. GRirriTHs observed, that he was 
“ one of those who had signed the Report, 
and he could not help observing, that Mr. 
Herne had been prejudgjng others by the 
measure of his own conduct. The duty 
of that Gentleman had very often called 
fur his attendance at Church, where he 
(Mr. G.) did not, however, remember to 
have seen him.—[Here tlie coarse excla¬ 
mation of “ t/iat's afakity," was heard, on 
' which there was a general cry of Order, 
accompanied by very strong expressions of 
indignation.] He (Mr. G.) liad as much 
loyalty as any man, although it had heen 
insinuated that the Committee, if not dis¬ 
loyal, had recommended measures "by 
wnicii the City of London would be dis¬ 
graced. But in his opinion, the Commit¬ 
tee had recommended those measures, 
which, if adopted, would do honour tu the 
City of London. W’a.s a dinner the sint 
(put non of a Meeting of the. Corporation of 
the City of London.^ Could not even the 
solemn act of returning thanks to God for 
the lengthened life of his Majesty be per¬ 
formed, without a succeeding feast } Was, 
eating and thinking indispensably con¬ 
nected with every act of the Citizens of 
Ixtndon in their corporate capacity ? He 
was ashamed to hear sentiments so-degrad¬ 
ing, so humiliating to the City, which, he 
trusted, the good sense of that Court would 
rescue ‘from the imputation of habitual 
characteristic gluttony. 

- S. Dixon w'as of opinion that the 

recommendations df the Comnrittee in the 
K,eport should be discu.ssed separately. 
With respect.to a dinner, he w-as not.one 
of those who cojild see any ollence to *the 
Almighty in'eating a good dinner, or in 
drinking a few glasses of good red port 
(Applauses). The greatest proof of our 
Wve, regard, and adoration, was cheacful- 
ness ; and the most elfectoal way to pro¬ 
mote that was, in bis opinion, by a good 
•aubatantial dinner, and a glass of good 


wine, a motion for which he would second 
with all his heart and with all his soul 
(Applauses). Mr. Dixon concluded by 
moving that the Report be read clause by 
clause. * ■ 

Mr. Waithman said, that although he 
had attended the Committee, and put his 
name to the Report, he felt himself wholly 
at liberty to object to any of the reconi- ' 
mendations contained in it. With respect 
to the first observation made’by a MeinlHir 
of that Court (Mr. Hearn), that many 
gentlemen were appointed to the Com¬ 
mittee who were not favourable to its ob¬ 
jects, he should answer, that at least four- 
fifths of the Members of the Committee 
w'cre composed of gentlemen of the other 
side, and that it had alvvay.s been the cus¬ 
tom of that Court not to choose their • 
Committee entirely from one party. It 
was somewhat extraordinary that Mr. 
Hearn, who was himself ar Meifiber of that 
Committee, and attended its proceedings, 
should now find sucli serious objections to 
tile Report, although he had never stated 
ftiese objections in the Committee. By 
his attendartce, however, in the Com¬ 
mittee, he must have known that the Re¬ 
solutions of the present Report had heen 
prepared not by him, but by a vVorthy ’ 
gentleman (Mr. Clarke), who very often 
(liflcred from him in that Court. An ho- 
nour'able and most loyal baronet (Sir W. 
Curtis) did not attend at the Committee, 
and was also absent on the present occa¬ 
sion. Tiiis absence shewed pretAy clearly 
that there was a point, beyond which the 
loyalty of the hem. baronet would not 
carry him. lie, for his part, had gone so 
mucii at large into the subject on a former 
occasion, that he felt some reV’ictance 
n8w to trouide the Court at any length ; 
but, although he hoped that he had briefly 
brought many most iuiportant subjects 
under their consideration, still there were 
many essential points which he had over¬ 
looked—When he. mentioned to some of 
his fViend.s, before the last Court, that it 
was his intention to come forward and ex¬ 
press his sincere opinion upon the subject, 
they most earnestly dissuaded him from 
doihg it. It was not that they were not 
perfectly aware of the artful contrivance 
from which the business originated ; they 
were not ignorant of the calamity which 
have befallen the country during the. pre¬ 
sent reign ; or of t he foolery of calling 
for a day of rejoicing in aeperiod of unex- . 
ampled affliettph. They knew that the 
^bject of the Contrivance was to set up a 
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cry of loyalty, and throw the odium ofdis* 
loyalty upon every one who ventured to 
exjjress a difference of opinion. Notwith¬ 
standing thu advice, he had deterrahied 
to speak his opinion. Whatever odium 
there might be attached to opposing an 
artificial cry of loyalty, he had never been 
afraid of encountering it. As to popu¬ 
larity, if he should earn it, he would be 
content to wear it; but be never did, nor 
ever would decline speaking his real sen¬ 
timents from any view connected with ob¬ 
taining popularity. He did feel some self* 
applause in recollecting that he had re¬ 
sisted a cry which was set up from inter¬ 
ested motives, and that he had preferred 
the risk of being unpopular, to the deser¬ 
tion of his duty in that Court as a Repre¬ 
sentative of th* City of London. With 
respect to going to Church, he thought 
that was a very proper thing; but still 
he was a little surprised at the quarte^ 
from which it, was proposed. As to the 
congratulatory Address, he declared that 
lie was utterly at a loss to conceive what 
topics of congratulation could be selected, 
and he should think it a raosl puzzling 
thing to shape any Address of Congratu¬ 
lation wilhout filling it with the most 
^ossand infamous falsehoods. When his 
majesty first ascended the throne, we were 
a free, happy, and united people, ^nd qiir 
public aflairs were managed by the great 
Lord Chalham, the ablest Minister this 
country ever produced. . The taxes then 
amounted t» very little more than seven 
millions annually, whereas they have now 
increased to seventy million^. In the 
commencement of the reign, the union and 
happiness of the people were much dis¬ 
turbed by the squabbles of tlie govern¬ 
ment. During Mr. Wilkes’s time, rn* until’ 
the commencement of the American war, 
be could see no subject oficongratulation. 
Passing over then the earlier years of his 
majesty’s reign, and. coming directly to 
the American war, he must say that this 
W'as one of the most wicked and calami¬ 
tous wars that ever the country had been 
engaged in ; that all the objects of the 
Vvar, and America itself, were lost; and 
that the debt of this country was in* 
creased to a prodigious extent. He could 
say more——that be believed that all the 
evils which have overrun the Continent of 
Europe, and reduced this country to great 
danger, might be directly traced to the 
wicked policy which dictated the Ame¬ 
rican war. He therefore could not see 
room foj' congratulating his majesty on 


that portion of his reign which went dowA 
to the‘dismemberment of the empire,'and ' 
the loss of America. If we were to 
come to more modem titles, and look at 
the history of the last 16 * years, we 
should find that this country has been 
involved in a most bloody and calami¬ 
tous war, for an object which the people 
never understood. The country knew* 
when their fleets were in port, and when 
they were not; but they never knew 
what it was that they were fighting for. 
The calamitous events of these blobdy, 
expensive, and disastrous wafrs, were cer¬ 
tainly not subjects to congratulate bis ma¬ 
jesty upon. Were they to congratulate 
his majesty upon the frequent suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus act, and of the ebn- 
stitution, during his reign ? Could we con¬ 
gratulate his majesty upon the Treason 
and Sedition bills, in consequence of wltich 
many unfortunate young men suffered the 
ino.st severe punishment, for merely re¬ 
peating what had been said with greater 
force at a former period, by the very mi¬ 
nisters who recommended the prosecution ^ 
If we were to return thanks to Almighty 
God, merely for prolonging the life of his 
majesty, we could not congratulate our 
sovereign for having escaped bodily in¬ 
firmity, nor yet could we congratulate 
him on his family, or on the success oi'the 
measures of his government. After such 
unexampled failures as the country has 
lately witnessed, it should rather be a tim* 
for the City to go up and point out to his 
majesty the cause of these lailure.s, than 
to fix this as a time to have a day of re¬ 
joicing. At the conclusion of the last war 
against France, after having incurred a 
fresh debt of 200 millions, the nation was 
informed by the Secretary at War (Mr. 
Windham), that although we bad gain- 
“ ed battles, the objects of the war were 
“ lost and that Europe was gone.” Was 
it then for a war, attended with such ex¬ 
pence, and sn ^unfortunate in its results, 
that his majesty should be congratulated ? 
Or was it for the events oj" the present war, 
the Convention of Cintra, the unfortunate 
ocjmfrenccs in Spain, or the Expedition to 
Walcheren, the most disgraceful one that 
was to be found in the annals of the coun¬ 
try; that a congratulation was to be 
voted ? He might therefore ask, what per- 
tibn was it of his majesty's long reign; 
which we could fix upon as the period fof a 
complimentary address ? If tlie address of 
the City had been attended to on a former 
.occasion, and a proper inquiry iniAitittld 
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respecting the shameful Oanrention of 
Cintra, the country wooId> probably, not 
have now to ll^nient the loss which we 
have sustained ^in i»pain, from the hasty 
advance amf precipitate retreat of lord 
viscount Wellington. Now, although the 
Convention of Cintra had been felt as most 
disgraceful to this country, yet there was 
no man hardy enough to stand up and say, 
that in this, that, or any other failure, 
which is recorded in the.annals of British 
history, was any thing near so disgraceful 
and calamitous, as the last and most in¬ 
famous Expedition, which was entrusted 
to lord Chatham. There was nobody that 
would say, that the Income Tax, and the 
extension of the Excise laws, were subjects 
upon which bis maje8t;f should be con¬ 
gratulated. As to the conduct of our 
military alFairs, it was so extremely bad, 
that although we have double the number 
of Generals on our staff that Buonaparte 
has, and maintained, probably, at four 
times the expence, yet when it conies to 
select Generals for the command of our 
l^Kpeditions, we select a Wliitelocke, a 
Dairymple, oi a Chatham. Could the court 
see with indillerence the waste of British 
blood which was occasioned by the folly 
of those who planned, or who had the exe*- 
cution of the objects of our Expeditions ? 
It had been said, and very truly,' that the 
valour of our soldiers and sailors had been 
conspicuous in the late war^s. If so, the 
greater blame vested upon the Govern¬ 
ment. If we had soldiers who would not 
hght, the wisest Goveriiiiient might fail in 
its objects; but when it is known that we 
have a brave army ami navy, that will •exe¬ 
cute well whatever they are called upon 
to do, ,tho blame will rest exclusively on 
the Government, which, by the absurdity 
of its plans, and its selection of officers, 
makes British valour useless, and causes 
torrents of British blood to flow for no 
purpose. ' Among the many faults of the 
Government, he vrould maintain, that al¬ 
though we had 38 Ambassadors, wlio re¬ 
ceived 5i,00Qi. p^r ann. in pensions, in ad¬ 
dition to their "jiay, yet in tRe very'few 
courts in which they would be received,,it 
was almost always found that they were 
completely ignorant of their duty. We had 
lately an example of this in America; and 
in Sweden, although every other man in 
the country knew a Revolution was proba¬ 
ble, the British Ambassador alone appear¬ 
ed to know nothing of the matter. - There 
never .viras a great country whose affitim 
had been so ill managed as the affairs gf 


this country : and yet ministers shewed 
greababilities in some things. They could 
easily discover all the means that would 
prevent surcharges from being evaded; 
and yet they never could discover the 
means by which the country’s affairs in 
other respects could be managed with ho¬ 
nour. At the very time that the taxes 
were to be levied with the utmost rigour, 
accounts to the amount of nine millions of 
money were yet unsettled at the Victual¬ 
ling-office ; and above seven millions of 
West India accounts were yet unexamined, 
notwithstanding the expence of the Com¬ 
missioners appointed for that purpose. In 
the very’^ast year, above nine millions 
were added to the yearly expenditure; 
and when it was considered, that from the 
year 1797 to the present year, the taxes 
had increased from twenty-three millions 
annually to seventy millions, without gain¬ 
ing a single object for which wc entered 
into the war, he could not see.how his ma¬ 
jesty could be congratulated on such cala¬ 
mitous events. It was evidently impossi¬ 
ble for the country to go on much longer 
under such* a progressive and enortnons ac¬ 
cumulation of public burdens. Those Gen¬ 
tlemen on the other side, who we're always 
calling for unanimity in that Court, werfe 
acting inconsistently when they brought 
forward motions which must necessarily 
dislurb that.unanimity. lie had himself 
for the whole of his political life, opposed, 
as far as he was able, the system which 
had brought so many calamities on the 
country. For the greater part of that time 
he had been buffeted and hunted down as 
atd<|il:obin, and for many years he could 
prevail on five Members to divide 
with him. He nowever bad neger turned 
Co the fight hand or the left; hut regard- 
ItMis of whatever odium the Gentlemen on 
the other side might .excite ■against him, 
he had fearlessly pursued through life, and 
he should always continue to do it, that 
line of conduct w^ich his sense of public 
duty pointed'out [loud ajiplauses below 
the Bar. The Lord Mayor called the Gen¬ 
tlemen to order]. These applauses were 
certainly inegular, and he was happy to 
say that it was an irregularity sw Inch did 
not often take place. There wei-e, how¬ 
ever, occasions when it was hard for men 
to conceal their feelings; and such de- 
moDstrationi had been heard, sometimes, 
in the House of Commons itself. There 
were many Gtmtletnen in that Court who 
agreed with him in the most essential 
•points; xod yet, because ther* were some 



469] SO, l809.---^j&p«idjiy 

shades of difierence, they, upon many oc¬ 
casions, threw themselveti into the artfts of 


the enemy.—Nothing Muld be ino^e mis¬ 
chievous or dangerous than such a course. 
Mr. Fox had elegantly observed, in his 
History, that “ it was much better to con- 
“ cede sotnething to a frieinl, than every 
“ thln^ to an«enen:iy.”‘ He wished that 
those, who on important points thought as 
he did, were impressed with the truth of 
this sentiment. As to many of the Gentle¬ 
men on the other side, he might as well 
talk to stocks or stones, as to address them 
wkh any hopes of convincing them. They 
were evidently playing a game of their 
own ; they were lislitng for themselves, 
while he had nothing to hopefor or to fear 
from any Government, and had never ob- 
taiimd or sought any favours. He was very 
much astonisiied that a Gentleman who 
had given notice of a motion for the pre- 
.sent day (Mr. Deputy Kemble), should 
now feel ditlcrejitly freftn what he did upon 
t he Convention ofCinlra:—On that occa¬ 
sion he mentioned, “ that his blood boiled 
“ with indignation, and that he was ready 
“ to go up to his majesty every week with 
“ a remonstrance on the subject.^' Tliat 
burning ze*al, however, must have now con- 
siQerabiy cooled. 'I’he City of London 
could shew no better proof of its loyalty to 
its Sovereign upon the present occasiop, 
than by pointing out to him those enemies 
who had brought such disgraces and dan¬ 
gers upon the country. An hon. and loyal 
baronet (sir W. Curtis) had, upon a former 
occasion, complained of his jrersonality ; 
but he did not at that time recollect for 
what number of years he (Mr. W.) 
been exposed to the personalities of tire 
lion, baronet and his friends. ^He Iiad, 
jierhaps, forgotten, that when hPwiiii in a 
minority on the question of the Treason 
and Sedition Bills, Gcotleinefi insisted upon 
a division in ordeV that it might be seen 
" who were the enemies of the country.” 
As to what, was called tlicfmonied interest, 
although he was himself a tradesman, he 
would never look much to the monied in¬ 
terest to support constitutional principles; 
nor to Bank Directors, who can get Actj 
of Parliament to prevent them paying their 
notes in cash, and who receive 5 per cent, 
for interest on a bit of paper intrinsically 
not M'orth a penny. On this subject he 
read*thc foUowmg passage from a Speech 
. of l*rd.- Chatham, on the question of the 
Falkland Islands 

** There is a set of men, my Lords, in 
‘^the (,Iity of Laadon, who arc known to 
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j " five in not ^d luxury upon the plnndef 
I " of,tb^ ignorant, the innocent, the help- 
E less—-upon that part of the community 
" which stands most in need of, and best • 
" deserves, the care and protection of the 
“ Legislature. To me, my Lords, whether 
* they b* the miserable jobbers of Change- 
" alley, or the lofty Asiatic plunderers of 
“ Leadenhall-street, they are all equally 
" detestable, I care but little whether a 
" man walks on foot, or is drawn by eight 
“ horses, or six horses j if his luxury be 
supported by the pluirier of his country, 

" I despise and detest him. My Lords, 

" while I had the honour of serving his 
“ Majesty, Fnever ventured to look at the 
» Treasury, but at a distance ; it is a busi- 
" ness I am unfit for, and to which 1 never 
" could have submitted. The little i know 
“ of it has not served to raise my opinion* 
“ of what is vulgarly called the monied in- 
“ terest. I mean, that blood-sucker, that 
“ muck-worm, which calls itself the friend 
“ of Government—that pretends to serve 
" this or that Administration, and may be 
" purchased, on the same terms, by any 
“ Administration—that advances money 
" to Gftvernincnt, and take.s special care of 
" its own emoluments. Under this dc- 
"Bcription 1 include the W'hole race of 
" Commissaries, .Tobbers, Contractors, 

“ Clothiers, and Remitters!! 1” 

Had these most pertinent observations 
been made by biniself (Mr. W.,) he doubt¬ 
less had been charged with Jacobinism of 
the deepest dye—but they' w'cre sentiments 
of the great Chatham, the determined foe 
of corruption in whalever shape it reared 
its head [Hear! hear!]. He*well knew, 
as we also all welT knew, or might well 
know, that these men were set up to sale to' 
every Adiniiii.s!ration. No Administration, 
be it composed of who it might, could ever 
be at a loss to raise a loan, whilst such 
characters as lord Chatham had described 
were in existence. AfterMr. I’ilt retired, 
his successors were invited most cordially 
to partake of Civfc Hospitality. Even 
Ixird Grey, had for yjsars been oppos¬ 
ing Mr. l?itl’s system, no sootier came into 
pawer*than he was invited into the City. 
Of this diSpositiori to servile adulation he 
might adduce instances without end, which 
he should not detain the Court by recapi,* 
tuiating^—but proceed to read his Amend¬ 
ment, which was as followsThat this 
" Couj't and the Country at large Itavn 
“ upon all occasions evinced their loywHy 
" and aUachment. to bis Majesty’s Person 
and Family, and duly impressed with 4 



** 80 i3ng%iide^d'him to his people, they 
"'wiU at all times.be ready to testify their 
** loyalty and attaelinient.--That the Peo- 
** pie,distinguishing between the beneficent 
“ views and intentions of the Monarch, 
*# and the profligate acts of incapable and 
** unprinCMjlffl advisera, whd have abused 
** the confidence of their Sovereign, have 
" not suftered the destructive measures 
"■which have produced such an accumula- 
" tion of calamitous events—'the frauds, 
" corruption, and peculation, which have 
" so long existed—nor the wanton and 
" wasteful sacrifice of blood and treasure— 
" in any manner to diminish the love and 
“ affection which they have borne his Ma- 
" jesty, firmly persuaded that these events 
" mu.d have been equally afilicting to his 
" Majesty and the People.—They are 
" therefore of opinion, tliatduring the pre- 
'* sent gloomy aspect of public affairs, 
" amidst their recent afflicting lo.sses and 
" disappointments, and the present dis- 
" tracted state of his Majesty’s Councils, 
" to set any day apart, as a day of public 
•f rejoieing, could neither be gratifying to 
" his Majesty, or an appropriate way of 
" testifying their loyalty, nor would it ac- 
" cord with the character of a free, grave, 
" and considerate people, feeling deeply 
" for the honour and character of the coun- 
" try.”*—Mr, Waithman concluded a most 
able speech (of which we have been 
unable to give more than a hasty and iino 

E erfect sketchy) by avowing, that although 
e shopld at all times be most ready to 
testify his love and attachment to his Sove> 
reign personally, be trusted that he should 
never hesitate in discriminating between 
the acts of the King himself and those of 
hjs advisers. 

The Common Serjeant then read the 
orimnal Motion and the Amendment. 

Mr. Mawman lamented that the Court 
was ndt unaniinous on this important oc> 
cai^oh ; he was, however, somewhat re¬ 
lieved ffom tlie pressure of that feeling, 

^ b^'^iSeeting tba£ the worthy member who 
now opposed 'the Resolutitm befdie the 
Court, had signed the Report whiclr*cqn' 
tained iti H^. himself did not, however, 
agree to the Report altogether, althoi^h 
he did^tb; this Resolution, which was that 
of the Court going to St. Paul’s, to hear di¬ 
vine service. Rut, as to another part df 
the Report, whifh stated that a Dinner 
was neither ex|mdieQt nor necessary on 
that occasion, was a proposition 'from 
which he tiisseated, and he had ano^er 


pen<fe of.a Dinner, he admitted that to be 
a considerable ohiect, and that cxpence 
should be avoided as much as possible in 
the present state of the finances of the 
City; but they must retrench in some¬ 
thing else to make up for expence on this 
occasion, which, he believed, wouW dnlyr 
amount to about l,000f. He should pro¬ 
pose, with his lordship’s leave, that the 
Corporation should diqe at the Egyptian 
Hall. Nor-was the state of the finances 
of the Corporation so low as not to ad¬ 
mit of this expenditure without much in¬ 
convenience, for its annual capital was 
larger than it had been formerly; besides, 
a Committee might be appointed to con¬ 
duct the business of the Dinner, and do it 
for nothing, which woukl considerably 
diminish the expence ; he should be glad 
to afford any assistance^he could render in 
that way gratis. It was, with him, a first 
principle that the Cbrporation should pass 
that day as a feast, and also that the feast 
should be held at our Mansion-House, it 
had been a.sked, by a worthy member (Mr. 
Waithman^, what there was to rejoice for ? 
To which he answered, a great deal; for, 
during the present reign, much had been 
done to improve the condition of society ?it' 
large; the public roads had been improved; 
w^had had an immensequantityofm/osKre*. 
Let us look at the face of the country in 
general, and .see whether it was approach¬ 
ing that ruin which the worthy member 
seemed to predict. Look at she state of 
your manufactures and your produce, 
your agriculture, your arts, fine and me¬ 
chanic ; look at your army and navy, 
and then see the progress which society 
Jiad mad^n its condition withirKthese ten 
years i thi^eace which we had enjoyed ; 
and then he was inclined to think we 
• should arrive tb the conclusion, that, ge¬ 
nerally speaking, society'was never in so 
ffoorishing a condition as at the present 
moment—^It might be said, that we could 
not attribute all these matters to his ma- * 
jesty; but without the benignity of his 
^ reign they might have been checked and 
prevented; besides, it was but fair to take 
this view of things, as others bad taken 
such a view of the ills of the present 
reign. He therefore saw much matter of 
congratulation to his maje.sty on account 
of his rei^n. He considerea our Consti¬ 
tution a ntatter of great congratulation; 
it was a bappjr and glorious Constitution, 
tha principles of which his majesty had 
a unifomily supported for Afty yea];s .^ 
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"sense of the eminent virtues which have I to make in lieu of it. As to the ex- 
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gether. Therefore, he flattered hiotaelf, 
that the sense of the Court was, insteed of^ 
using the language oLcomplaiut, to ' 
dulge in that apprubatron. v 

Mr. S. Bixo^ lamented that gentlemen 
had wandered so much as they had done 
from the question belbre the Court, which 
was simply—Whether the Court should, 
or should not„ go to St. Paul’s to hear 
divine service on the 2.5th of October 
next, and return thanks to Almighty God ? 
He had heard ja speech of an hour long, 
from one member (Mr. Waithman), with¬ 
out containing a single word to the question. 
That worthy member had talked a great 
deal too much of himself. ^FAfi^*and xehat 
H'as he —tliat he should engross so much 
of the C!ourt upon his aflairs —his charac¬ 
ter —his circumstances—that he should 
thus talk so inucli of himself for himself. 
Here Mr. Dixon wittily introduced the 
old jingle of “ As I walked to myself, I 
talked to myself,” which be repeated 
with great emphasis and violent gesticula¬ 
tion, to the no small diveuiion of the 
whole Court. As to the matter now more 
iniinedrately before the Court, He had the 
f)leasure to say, because he had the plea¬ 
sure to fet‘l, there was abundant matter 
18r congratulation to our sovereign lord the 
King, for his happy reign of 50 years over 
a loyal and aiiectionate people. 

Mr. Alderman Goodbeheue saw t!ie 
propriety of separating the personal from 
the magisterial charac(,er of the king. 
There was a wide difference between the 
moral character of the man, and the of¬ 
fice which he holds; and to attribute to 
him things which were not produced by 
him, was to come to a conclusion without 
premises,«nd to a false conclusion. Such, 
he considered to be the attribii^ng ,to the 
king the state of the public roads, the state 
of the manufactures,^ofconRnerce, of agri¬ 
culture, of the ai'ts, of the array, and the 
navy. These were not produced by the 
reign of the king, although they happened 
ill the reign of the king; they were the 
efiect of the industry and diligence of the 
people >; and if the worthy member who 
had brought forward these subjects attend-^ 
ed to that distinction, be would not have 
arrived at the conclusion of attributing 
them to his majesty. They were the re¬ 
sult of the energy and the activity of the 
people. The way to judge this question 
rightly, was to look at the transactions of 
the present r^ign, and then we should find 
many things done by those whom his ma- 
Jwty had ontwisted with his councils, 



whi(^ not only were unfit subjects of 
gratulation, but such as must excite oor 
abhoirence. Let us look at the extension 
of the hateful Excise laws; at theodious 
and inquisitorial I'n€omeTax ;at the huge, 
the monstrous siee of the National Debt, - 
the collection of tile taxes to defray the 
interest of which had spread couft influ¬ 
ence and corruption into almost every 
branch of society, civil or military. Look 
at the waste of treasure and of blood, which 
had attended a reign of years, thirty 
of which had been war; during which 
26 Bishops, whose duty it w'as to preach 
the mildness of the Christian. religion 
which was ** good will to men,” yet lent ‘ 
their aid, as Lords of Parliament, to a 
system of havoc and devaslaiion all over 
Europe, and an immense portion of India; 
and also over a vast space of America. 

It was, therefore not enough to say that 
our roads, our trade, our commerce, our 
agriculture, our arts, were flourishing, we 
must look also at the calamities of the 
people: at the fatal policy which brpnght 
on those calamities’. He should not now 
take up the time of the Court in enumerat¬ 
ing them, but they were numerous; and 
some of them were at this moment, to him, 
awful and alarming; he knew the people 
at large felt them in that light; and the 
Court, in his opinion, ought to take care 
not to bring, as it were, a question between 
the king and his people, by thus injudici¬ 
ously obtruding upon ll\e public, a grave 
recoljection of these calamitous events. 
Sound, sense and wise policy would have 
shunned a discussion of these matters at 
this crisis. For God’s sake, let the Couit 
do nothing that bad a tendency to oom- 
motion. Things are, at present, tolerably 
quiet over tbe country; discussion may 
disturb them. An illumination was the 
very worst project thsit could be devised. 
Lights might, indeed, be wt in people’s 
windows, but unless we could infum chear- 
fulness into their hearts, the illumination 
would do them no good. This was not 
such a season as that of the news ftom 
Egypt or Trifulgar. They* were, indeed, 
suljjects fit for illumination. But this was 
to commemorate, by a Jubilee, the whole 
of a reign, which had been marked by 
most afflicting calamities; by the extern*; 
sion of the detestable Excise Laws ; by 
suspensions of the act of Habeas Corpus, 
the bulwark of the liberty of the sulg^:; ^ 
by the pn>dlgious waste of blood aid tW- 
suce ; by sat increase of the Natimitt iBidit 
|*froDi 100 to 800 millions. 
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Tifsws of tWage, H appeared to him, ■ 
wo deceived'oarseWcs, if we thought this 
a season fot a Jubilee, for, to 'him, the 
situation of tho country appeared to be 
truly calaniitous. > 

^r. KaMunE did not agree with every 

E art'of the Resolutions before the (lourt, 
ut with the first part he diil agree. He 
could not help being surprised at the con¬ 
duct of a worthy member (Mr. Waith- 
man), for he had signed the very report 
wdiich he was now attacking. He never 
would have put bis name, to what he dis¬ 
approved; he thought this conduct dis¬ 
ingenuous in that gentleman, and done 
to lull the Court into a delusive apprehen¬ 
sion of security, the better to defeat its 
purpose, which was Almost unanimously 
holding a Jubilee. 

Mr. Waithman said, his object in sign¬ 
ing the Report was, to bring forward the 
discussion of the subject; the report was 
not his act, but the act of the Committee. 
He made no observations in the Com- 
Kiittee; he did not exchange a word with 
any individual in it, until a question was 
put to him respecting the Dinner, and 
then iie said distinctly, that he disapproved 
of that measure. 

The question w'as then put on the Reso¬ 
lution for going to hear Divine Service, 
and to return thanks to the Almighty Cod, 
on the ‘25th of October next; and carried. 

Mr. Kemblu then observed, that the 
nest question wa^ upon the subject' of Illu- 
Bunation. Such w-as the loyalty of the peo¬ 
ple, that he had no doubt, whether the 
Court ordered an illuminaiion of the front 
of Guildhall, or not, the illumination'would 
be general. 'I'he Court might expect that 
tb@ Mansion-house, the India-house, and 
the Dank, should illuminate on that occa¬ 
sion ; but there was no necessity for tire 
Clourt to recommend it to individuals, for' 
their loyalty was such, that they would do 
it without any suggestion from any quar¬ 
ter, m was aware of the pressure of taxes, 
but suoh was the hyaky of the people of 
ttl^ country, t^at ^ W'as oonfident they 
weoWi beat still more without a murmnf, 
inaup^wt of his Msqesiy and hisGbvyrn- 
ineiit^; but ats the people were so ready 
to ps^ tbsir money, the Court should itot 
shew aVreadiHess to take it out (rf* Ibeir 
pockets; 

Mr. WMEBLa thought tl>e Police of the 
City defbetive ’MlOugh already, without 
any Ilhuninat^lii whtuh vrouWcreate much 
confusion^; hot defieotive as the Police of 
tbe CityVas, tbafo was ^is ceissol^tion^^ 


that the Police of the West end of the 
Town was. a great deal worsq, witness the 
tumult and uprmu' of Cuvent Garden 
"Hieatre for a we* together. Nor Were 
peace, and quietness, a^d obedience to the 
laws, much recommended by the Duel 
which lately took place between two Secre¬ 
taries ofState, and Members of theking’.s 
Cabinet; tor tliese reasons we understood 
the worthy Member’s sentiments to be ad¬ 
verse to an Illumination. ^ 

Mr. Alderman Woon advised the Court 
to look to the pfice of bread, rather than 
talk about Illumination. He disliked this 
proposition to illuminate Guildhall, because 
it would^ave tlie effect of compulsion on 
all the householders of the metropolis; for 
there were persons in abundance who 
were ready to break such wiindows assliould 
not be illuminated. 

Mr. M 1 LI..AU considered the whole of 
this measure of a Jubilee as a ?«e)c rrict 
intended for tlie pufpose of screening Mi¬ 
nisters from an inquiry into their conduct, 
wdiich was most culpable. He considered 
an Illumination as the most injudirious 
step that fcould be taken, even by those 
who most wished to render this reign il¬ 
lustrious; because it would affortl oppor¬ 
tunities to those who tliought oiherwi.<!t“, 
to contrast the present condition of things 
with that of the end of the last reign, 
l^e illumination reminded him of what 
was said in the once popular entertain¬ 
ment of Harlequin Tout-hstotie. The 
character in that piece is supposed to pos¬ 
sess a talisman, by the application of which 
Truth is instantly elicited. Amowg.sfc other 
places which be visited was Paris, where 
the people were illuminating the city. 
Harlequin, on inquiring the cause of this 
illunvnatton, is informed that it was for a 
great victory; but, mi applying the touch¬ 
stone, he. dis^iovers .that this illumination 
was for the purfwse of teguing the People in 
the dark. Thus, for instance, an invidi¬ 
ous pet^son might put up in one window. 
National Debt, iOO millions; in anothei*, 
bOex millions. In one, tho price of the 
tjuartern loaf ar'six-pencc, in anotheri pos¬ 
sibly two shillings. In one, the portion of 
jihecise almost nothing; in another, most 
enormous. In the one, the possession of 
America ; in another) the loss of it. In 
one, the state ol’Taxes, which were light, 
an4coiy«ted constitutionally ; in another, 
the Asseaseff'Taxes, and the Income Tax, 
ejected upon the priucipfos of the In* 
(pfieitioni In one, the annuitatit and 

tradasHtanrrf 300/. enjoying, in tha wg® 
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of George H., every comfort which | Frince, whose racMures were against the 
the country could afford, and living in interest of his people, and who had'even 
comparative affluence; and in another, violated his Oath; when the Worthy A l» 
the same individual,in the reign of Ge^ge dernjan most have meant^^f he meant any 
III., reduced bv the Income 'Bax ■ to thing;, to have alluded to Edw3rd 111. who 
180/. overwhelmea with taxes, and driven was, indeed, an illustrious Prince, he con- 
from his parlour to a garret. The Worthy eluded with heartily dissenting from this 
Member having enumerated many other Resolution. 

poiatfrof this nature, he said he saw no Mr. Harper said, that such w'as the 
cause for illumination, but saw a great genial/oyo/ry of the people, a genera} il* 
deal of foll^ in proposing it. luruination would take place, 

Mr. Box expriissed a desire to support The question was put for illuminating 
the honour and dignity of'the City. the front of Guildhall, and carried. 

Mr. Waithman had insuperable objecr^ The next important article to be consj* 
lions to that part of the Report which went dered was that of a DiNNER. 
to recommend an Illumination oPthe front Mr. Mawman then proposed his plaa 
of Guildhall, because, as the worthy Aideiv of dining the Corporation in the Egy ptian 
man had said, it would become a matter IdaH- 1 he question was, how that w'as to 
of compulsionfor if nine or ten people he accomplished ; and whether at the ex- 
w'ere to light op, every body must do it penct* of the Corporatfon, or of the indivi- 
for safety, or it might cMt them tlieirlives, duals who partook ol it ?, For his part, he 
He considered it as a sHemc for the pur- s^w no medium between having no dinner, 
pose of mai king out, and exposing to nblo- not to be endured, and that of hav- 

quy, those who did not join it, by holding i^g the expence of the Corporation, 
them out as persons deficient in attachment because, if it was to be at the expence of 
to their Sovereign. But let theanattev be the individuals who partook of it, it would 
discussed as it might, the Day of the Jubi- be but t/uti/tf attouded, which would be an 
lee would, in reality, be a day, not of much to be regretted on such an oc- 
Joy, but §f grief at heart for the people. ORsion ! ! He therefore proposed that the 
Ntne but Contractors, Jobbers, Pensioners, Corporation should dine at the Egyptian 
Placemen, or Place-liwitcrs ivould feel any Hall i» the Mansion House on that occa- 
Jny at heart on that occasiou. It would be sion, and that guests might be atlmitted, 
impossible for anj'^ reflecting man to loolv t'* ^ number to be limited...^►[The latter 
at the transactions of that day, without a part was exploded], 
gloomy recollection of tljc enormous load Mr. S. Dixon thought it had, of late, 
of debt, u bk'h presscid upon us, without been too much the fashion to indulge 
'feeling that that debt had been incurred gloomy apprehensions upon the siato of 
for the attainment of objects, none of Public affairs. He saw no reason flsr it. 
which had been attained. That it was He was of opinion that a day of Jubilee 
professedly incurred for the security of should be a day of ^oj/. He had looked 
this Countiy, and of the Throne itself; into dictionaries, this inorning, and there 
that both are, at this moment, less secure *be learned that a day of Jubilee was “a 
than they were, w'heii our debt was only “ of solemn feasting, rejoicing, and 
^00 instead of 800 niillion*.—That it is “ praising Grxl." Nor <jbd he see any tn- 
absolutely impossible for this Country to consistency in devoting the morning to 
go on, upon the same .scale of expenditure pra 5 fer, and the afternoon to a good Din- 
for the next, as the last S years. That ner, a glass uf wine, and clreerfufiress. 
out of 49 years of this reign, we have had He thought he might adore his Maker in 
30 yc.ars of war; that it was owing to ac- cheerfulness as' well as in gravity, 
cident afone we had heenienabled lo go Mr. Box di(t not object to a liinner, but 
on shibhg without nationll bankruptcy; did-object to its being at the expence of 
aud that was the invention of machinery* the Corporation ; besides, the members 
by Sir Richard Arkwright for spinning would better shew the sincerity of tlieir 
cotton, by which that article might be attachment to their ISovereign, by putting 
said to have become the staple of the their bands into their own pockets, than 
country, instead of wool. Having t-aken into those of others, 
notice of the mistake into which Mr. Al- ^ Mr. Jacks had no objection to the que8.» 
derman Curtis fell, as an historian, the tfon of diaiilg in the abstract, but ||» 
other day, in comparing the present reign, tbpqght the expence would be too great 
to tba| of Htti^’y HI. a weak and v^icked fot; the Corporation. * 
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Mr. Kibit|.B to diar^^ 

those who dined paid tor it out of their 
Wu'pockets^ object to it alto- 

^ther» if at thf|expeiice of the Corpora* 

sir J. ^MER did hot know of, and was 
unwilling to create, a precedent for-the 
Court dining at any other than the expence 
of the Corporation. 

Mr. Vandercomb saw many inconveni- 
encies which might result from the Mem¬ 
bers of that Court dining together in a 
body. ■ He did not anticipate any riot or 
{disorder on that occasion, but should there 
DC any, the Members of the Court'would 
be less efficient for the purpose of quelling 
thens^ by being all at the Mansion House 
together, than by being in their respec¬ 
tive Wards ; and, upon such occasions, 
the heads of families were never better si¬ 
tuated, than when among them, and giv¬ 
ing directions to their servants; he was 
therefore against the idea of a public Din¬ 
ner, which did not appear to him to be 
consistent with the solemnity of returning 
thanks to Almighty God. 

Mr. Kemble said, that although in for¬ 
mer days there was a good deal of intoxi¬ 
cation at 8f»rne City Dinners, there was now 
at great reformation in that particular, fqr, 
•of late, they were so well conducted, that 
Members might bring their wives and 
daughters Iptb them,' without hurting 
their delicacy-; of late he had not heard, 
at a City Feast, any conversation which lie 
should be sorry to hear at his own table. 
Formerly, indeed, some persons used to 
become so intoxicated as to tumble under 
the table, but that, was a practice'which 
had been long discontinued; 

•Mr. Dixon bore similar testimony to 
mbderntemperance at City Feasts. 

Mr. STOKEsbad no hesitation in saykig, 
that if this dinncf was to be ‘ at the ex-, 
pence of the Corporation, it would be an 
ahsobiieroblwif. “ Isay, an absolute rob- 
beryf' said he, “ for y^m are already so 
poor, as a Corporation, that you cannot 
pay ytnir own servants.He referred to 
a ifeict (the parJlculars of tfhich> |,he up- 
roar:^ibh it produced prevenled «e from 
liearuig}> as an illustration of bis assertion. 

Mr. Aldeman Wood said, that in the 
Comtniltoo ^oFe. appeared to be a general 
disposittoa fo* dinmg ; but when it was 
said, that it .sfajpiUid be at the expeoce of 
individoaU Vf^O pWtuok of it, there was a 
visible (^ontoWtiop in the Irneaments of 


the co^toRt^ifes oi maby of tfa« .Mem¬ 
bers^ .IF-thOre was to be a Dinner, he 
would recommend ., to )the pernsal of the 
Couit, the Eesotutlons of the Coiporation 
of the Ci ty of Dabliki, ^icfewas—That 
“ the expence was to bfflefrayed by those 
“ who dined—Aldertoen 5, Commoners 3, 

'• and the Guild 2 guineas.^' ‘ 

The question was now loudly called for; 
and a division being demand^, strangers 
were directed to withdraw. 4pf the pro¬ 
ceedings which followed, we can only 
speak from infermation ; but we learn 
that a scene of tumult and confusion suc¬ 
ceeded, of a description wholly unprece¬ 
dented in the annals of Civic Debate. 
The Court at length divided on the grand 
question of a Dinner, or no which 

was carried by a majority of 25 in the 
affirmative. A division then took place 
on the question, ^ether the expence of 
the Dinner shotdft^! be defrayed by the 
Corporation, or the Members individually; 
when there appeared. 

For the payment of the expence by In¬ 
dividuals, Aldermen - -.--..4 

Commoners ------ 38—42 

For dining at the expcnce of the 
Corporation, Aldermen - - - - a* - i 

Commoners- - - - - 46 —47 
Majority against paying the money out 
of their own pockets, - -- -- -- -5. 

A division afterwards took place on the 
question. Whether the original Ward Cog}*- 
raittee, which had made the Report, or a 
new Committee'of the GuUling Junta, 
should arrange and regulate the proceed- < 
ings of the Corporation in the proposed 
celebration of the Jubilee ; the question 
was carried in favour of a new .Committee, 
by a majority of 15. The nan^ng of this 
‘ Committee became a matter of extreme 
difficulty, and engaged the whole Court 
in a scene of absolute riot and confusion,^ 
which lasted till seven o’clock. The 
»• Guttling Junta,” strenuously insisted on 
having a Committee of Members most ee- 
lebrat^ for eating and drinking, Th« 
Lord Mayor in vain exerted himself to* 
restore order. iP/lie whole Court was in a 
state of uproarif Mr. S. Dixon, and Mr. 
Mawman, made about a score of ha¬ 
rangues each. At length the Lord-Mayor, 
finding it impossible to restore ordmv dis-' 
solved the Gourt, so that there mkst, -after 
all, be smother Court of CommonrCouncii 
held for the purpose of appointing this 
-•nevv..Comntittee 1 ' 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Pistolling PaivY-CouNSELLous.- 

Since the publication of tny last Number, 
there has appeared in one of the hireling 
prints, the Morning Post, of the 3rd instant, 
a statement of the original cause of the 
Duel, upon Putney Heath, between Lord 
Castlereaghand Mr. Canning. This state¬ 
ment is curious; for, though one cannot 
place implicit reliance upon it, one may 
easily see, that it contlins some truth. In 
;ime, the whole vvilU come out. It is the 
nterest of the people to get a knowledge 
jf all the I’acts connected with this matter; 
because, hence they will be able, upon 
joine future occasion, to turn such know- 

edge to good account.-1 beg the 

•eader to* pay attention to this exposure; 
md to stop, now-and-then, during the 
lerusal, and reflect, fur a moment, that 
hese men were the king’s two Principal 
iecretaries of State, and, occasionally,‘sat 

vith his Majesty in council.-" In addi- 

‘ tion to the particulars which we stated 
‘ yesterday, in respect to the circum- 
' stances which led to the late e.xtraordi- 
‘ nary duel, we have to .state, that towards 
' the close of the session, when Lord 
’ Grenville Levcson Gower’s writ w'as to 
' be muj;ed for, on account of his coming 
‘ into ofhce and the Cabinet, that Mr 
‘ Canning called upon the Duke o*f Port- 
‘ land, not upon the Cabinet, as a condi- 
' tion of his remainmg in the government, 

' to give him a decision upon the propo- 
' sition (to which oj curly as March last 
' he had induced the Duke of Portland to 
' consent) for remmin" Lord Castkreagh, 

' and appointing the Murtjuis Wellesley his 
‘ successor; and the Duke of Portland hav- 
' given Mr. Canning a specific ahd 
'positive promise to this effect, Mr. Can- 
' ning pressed that it should be imme- 
' diately acted upon, and Lord Castlereagh 
' acquainted with it. Lord Castlereagh, 

' however, was not acquainted with it, and 
' Mr. Canning acquiesced in its being con- 
’ cealed from him. Undoubtedly, Lord 
' Camden was. acquainted with the trans- 


“ actions; but it is not true that bis lord- 
“ ship ever undertook to make the disclo- 
" sure to Lord Castlereagh, nor did he ever 
“ make it. It is also true, that Mr. Can- 
ning was thoroughly apprized that it 
" was npt made known to Lbrd Castle- 
" reagh. And it is farther true, that Ixird 
“ Ca.stlereagh, being kept in profound ig- 
“ norance of the decision for his removal 
“ from office, was permitted, though, in fact, 
" virtually no longer a Minister, and in this 
* state (f delusion, to continvK to conduct the 
“ entire arrangement of the campaign, and t» 
” engage in a new expedition of the most ex- 
“ tensive, complicated, and important nature, 
“ under the full persuasion, not that Mr. Cun- 
“ ning had supplanted him in office, and pos- 
“ sessed in his pocket a promise for his dismis- 
“ sal, but that he really enjoyed (as during the 
‘‘ period he, in outward shew, and daily con- 
“ currence, experienced) Mr. Canning’s sin- 
“ cere, liberal, and bona fide support, as a co- 
“ operating and approe ing colleague. It is 
'' further known, that Mr. Canning, having 
" thus in his pocket Lord Castlereagh’s 
“ dismissal, and having arranged with the 
“ Dujke of Portland that |t should be car- 
" ried into execution at tlie termination of 
“ the expedition, he did, on the .‘Ird Sep- 
! " tember, the,day that the account arrived 
" from Lord Chatham that he could ,not 
“ proceed t6 Antwerp, write to the Duke 
" of Portland, demanding the execution of 
“ the promise made to him. What were 
“ all the difficulties which were started 
“ from time to lime against the immediate 
" execution of this promise it W’ould»beex- 
“ tremely difficult to detail; but there 
" cannot be a doiibt but the question of 
“ the Writeeship, whichT iv has been at- 
" tempted to connect with this transaction, 

" could have nothing to do with it, as Mr. 

“ Canning never contended for Lord Cas- 
“ tiereagh’sremoval from the government, 

but from the particular office he held,. 
" and into which be wished to introduce 
“ Lord Wellesley.. It appears that the de* 

« marjd .pf.the fulfilment of the promise 
“ led to the re.signation of the Duke of 
" Portland, and subsequently of Mr. Cai- 

Q 
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"ning. And it filrther appears, that, as 
" soon as {he whole of this unparalleled 
*' conduct was, at this late perio<l, disclas- 
" ed to.Lord Castlereagh, he immediately 
“placed his designation in his Majesty’s 
“ hands.^—On the truth of the above facts 
“ the public may rely; and they can no 
“ longer be at a loss for the real causes and 
“ grounds of the demand made by Lord 
Castlereagh for satisl'action from Mr. 

• Canning.”-Now, reader, you will 

please to observe, that this is the account, 
which the hirelings themselves give of the 
matter; and the interesting fact, if it be 
true, is, that, after the Prime Minister had 
agreed to put Lord Castlereagh out of bis 
office, that same man, so marked down for 
being turned out, waff' permitted to plan, 
and to put in execution, the Walcheren 
Expedition, which, in point of magni¬ 
tude of force and of risk, surpassed all 
the other undertakingi of the adminis¬ 
tration; this expedition, employing a hun¬ 
dred thousand soldiers and sailors, and 
costing the nation so many millions of 
nionej', was left to the sole discretion of a 
man against whom one of his colleagues 
had obtained a promise of ouster. Yet, 
to the public, 'these men appeared to be 
not only upon a friendly, but upon a very 
cordial footing; they not only exchanged 
the term “ friend,” as often as they bad to 
speak of one another in the House of Com¬ 
mons, but, to all appearance, were verj-^ 
warmly attached to each other.— ^ —If the 1 
story here told by the hireling be true, 
there can be little doubt as to wliich party 
the greatest sliare of dishonour belongs. 
Lord Ca-stlereagii wizg/r? be sincere‘in his 
professions of frieiidship for the other, and 
7in^kt .suppose, that he was acting w'ith a 
" co-npevatirig and approving colleague,” 

I say, this mi^ht be the case, thpngh 1 am 
far from believing that it was; but, if the' 
hireling’s story be true, the other could not 
be sirtSen in hi.s jnof'essions of friendsliip, 
and did certainly act a part such as it 
would be very difficult to censure in terms 
sufficiently stroiui--Only tliink of act¬ 

ing with a maif, of holding council with, 
of carry ing a fair face, and u,sii;g a snfooih 
a-nd flaUenng'tongue towards, a man, for 
six months, during the whole of which 
time the party So acting, carried in his 
pocket a promise of that man’s dismission 
from office, and which protnise had been 
procured by the .said party ! I do not be¬ 
lieve, that any thing like this is to be 
found in tbe history of any set of men 
aUbve the'rank of tide-waiters.- 


—Pistolling Prw^Counsellort. ^ [4S4 

we wonder at the failure of expeditions ? 
Need we Wonder at any failure whatever ? 
Need we wonder, that our enemy has be- 
comgithe master of the continent of Eu¬ 
rope Why, what is it that makes one na¬ 
tion rise and another nation fall ? Simply 
this, that the former is under the guidance 
of-wisdom, and the latter under the guid¬ 
ance of folly; and, after all the puns and 
antitheses of the Cannings and theFrercs; 
after all their jests, cracked upon Buona¬ 
parte and his family, and upon the peo¬ 
ple of France; after all this, we have only 
to cast our eyes over the two nations; we 
have only to take a glance at their rela¬ 
tive situation, to be able to judge as to 
which is under tbe guidance of wisdom, 
and vihich under the guidance of folly. 
-This nation has always borne the cha¬ 
racter of being ihohghtf’ul and brute, ami 
especially in all matters, and upon all oc¬ 
casions, when itsngfc *and liberties were at 
stake; and, would any man, only thirty 
years ago, have believed it pos.sible, that 
this nation, at a time like this, would have 
looked on in silence, while its affairs weie 
in the bands of men, who, after many 
months of ill-will, sally out upon a heath 

and pistol each otlier } -At '’the very 

time when this is going on in our cabinet® 
amongst our guardians of the state, Napo¬ 
leon is concerting, in human probability, 
what he looks upon as the sure means of 
subduing us to his power; of making 
our country a department, or, perhaps, 
vice-royalty, of his vast empires—^—Such, 
however, has been the uniform practice 
of nations. When pressed hard from with¬ 
out; when exposed to all sorts of sufl'ering 
at home; instead of resorting to the means 
pf removing the danger, they liarse, in al¬ 
most every instance, increased it by their 
own conduct, and, particularly by quar¬ 
rels among.st thflsc, w fjo.se duty bade them 
make any .sacrilice for the purpose of set¬ 
ting' an example of unanimity.-The 

people will bear vn mind, that they have 
been called upon daily, for the last lifted 
or sixteen years ; that they have, in fact, 
been worried half to death with exhorta¬ 
tions, not to mention the threuts that have 
been uttered ; and, for what Why, to 
be vnanitnous ; and, now', at last, they have 
a very pretty example of that unanimity, 
which, as they have been told, is neces¬ 
sary to our exi.stence as a nation.—^Na¬ 
poleon, though Messieurs Canning, Ellis, 
and Frere, laughed at fas hadspetlmg ; Nai 
polepn, though never “ Captain,of Son,” 
and unable, perhaps, to a pun, or 
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an antithesis; Napoleon knows very well 
what this duel indicates. He wjll pay 
much more attention to it than he will 
to the next Speech from the thiorie; it 
speaks in a language not to be rni*nder- 
stood j and, what rnake.s it peculiarly 
valuable to him, he is me that it speaks 
the truth.—1 before ■ ob.served ujH»n 
the crime, which, in the eye of the laws 
of England, these men comtniUed, 
upon the supposition, that they did 
actually fight tire duel which they are 
.stated to have fought upon Putney Heath; 
and, 1 am much obliged to a writer in the 
Morning Chronicle of Friday last, for 
having placed this part of tire subject in 
a very clear and forcible light. I shall 
here insert his observations, beseeching 

the readers’ attention to them:-“ By 

“ Stat. 43 c. .'iti. s. ]', the wilfully, 

“ maliciou.sly, and unlawfully shooting at, 
“ &.C. any of his misty’s subjects, with 
" an intent, in sodwing, to murder, maim, 
disfigure, or disable, or to do some other 
“ grievous bodily hurt to such subject, is 
“ declared to be a felony without beiicfit 
" of clergy, and the ofiendcr is adjudged 

“ to be punished by death.-There is 

a provi.so in the .statute, that if such act 
• "of sliooting, &c. be committed under 
"such circuarslances as that, if death en-* 
sued, it would not in law have amoiiiilcd 
" to the crime of" murder, any jAnsaii 
" committing such act, and indicted under 
" the statute, shall be accjuitted. From 
" this |wyviso it secinl that, in every ca<e 
" in winch the acts mentioned in the sla- 
" tutc w'ould amount iu law to murder, if 
" death ensue, they amount to FELONY 
" wititin tile statu;c, if dauh do not emue ; 
" and ^lerefore, as tlie killing a man iu a 
"duel is held in law to be uiurdcr (of 
"which we had last year a md'.ancholy 
" example), the .shootit*g at a man in a 
" duel, when dcafli does not cnsiie, must 
be a felony within the above statute : 

“ and, by conseriucnje, Lord CasUereagh 
" and Mr. Cunning are. felons Miiihin the 
" meaning of the net, if they fought the ditel 
" at Putney it is said they did. Yet altliough 
“ their oflence was published in all thc- 
" public new'spapers, with the names of 
" the witnesses, and every' necessary parti- 
" cular to prove the offence against them, 

" they sliil remain at lurgCy tuid no warrant 
" has been issued for tlieir apprehension 
** either by the magistrates of Surrey or 

> " others having the power to do .so.--1 

“ should not have noticed this subject, as 
" I neither jdniire the above statute, nor 

i ^ 


" am disposed in the present state bf thin^ 
" to punish duellists by death, but for the 
" very recent case of Mr. Elistop, untfor 
" the very same statute: This person was 
" apprehended and suhsiiquently cbm- 
" mitted to take his trial under this statute, 
" although the only witne-ss present and 
" person injured, acquits him of any inten- 
" tioii of dping her any bodily hurt. In 
“ this ,I do not blame the magistrate—lie 
" did his duty in apprehending Mr. Elis- 
" ton, and also in subsequently com- 
" milling him for trial, as he was notsatis- 
" Tied of his innocence ; but I say that the 
• ‘ same sense of duty svkich led that magistrate 
" to apprehend Mr. Elision, obliges him #o, 
" apprehend the other two offenders. The 
" case of Mr. Elision is but a case of 
“ suspicion, whilst that of lord Castlereagti 
“ and Mr. Eauuing, if true, is one of cer- 
“ tainty of offence; and therefore, in my 
•’ mind, it will be flagrant injustice if the 
“ former is further proceeded against while 
the latter are permitted to escape with 
" impunity.—The adininistratioii of jus- 
" tiee .should, perhap.s, be strict, uiiques- 
" tionably it should be equal; but where 
" there; are several offenders against the 
" same law, to punish one and to take no 
" notice of tlie others is not equal. In- 
fc((uality in tin': adrainistratioii of justice 
" is nut only censurable in a moral point 
“ of view, but it is dangerous to society ; 

for /loic cun it be expected, or retjUireA that 
'• any individual .dtould suffer jmticntly if 
“ others are permitted to commit the satne 
“ offence for lehich he suffers leith impunity ; 
" and the inequality is more oflensive 
" where there is a disparity in the rank of 
“ the parties, for the appearance in such 
" case is, tliat the superior rank is the 
" shelter from |iunishnient.—In making 
" the above observations I am only ac- 
" tuated with a desire to sec; the justice of 
" the country impartially administered. I 
" have no ivtiowledge of My'. E. neither 
" have I a wisii to sec Lord C»and JMr. 

" C. punished under the statute they have 
" apparently oifc.nded against ; neither 
" should J[ have wishid^ to have seen the 
" survivor punished for murder, if either 
had been killed ; although, at tlie same 
“ time, I cannot but observe, tli.it in .such 
" case the sur vivor could not liave co»i- 
“ plained of the sewrity, as it was dmmg his 
" udministratmn iha! nil mercy was refused in 
the unfortunate case of Major CamphdlJ* 

-Tliis gentleman, as welj as myself, 

was, it now seems, both writing upon this 
same point, just about the same mo|g;X'CUC 
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The case of Major Cam|ibell struck me so 
forcibly at the time, that I could not help 
citing it. Nothing is cleaver than that, if 
Lor.d Castlereagh and his brother Right 
Honourable Privy Counsellor did, as it 
has beOn so often and so publicly stated, 
actually i^oot at one another in a duel, 
they ate both guilty of FELONY ; that 
they are both FELONS; and yet, so 
void of all decency are the hirelings of 
the press, that they do not scruple to hold 
out, that it would be proper for these men, 
these felons in the eye of the law, again 
to become ministers; again to associate 
witi) the king in person at his council- 
board ! Nothing can more strongly cha¬ 
racterize the state in which we are than 
the publishing of a thought of this sort. 
What opinion must these hirelings have of 
the public mind ; what must they think 
of the people, amidst whom they promul¬ 
gate a proposition like this?-Yes, as 

this writer observes, what is to be said of 
®ur jurtice; of our administration of jus¬ 
tice, if this dutd pass unnoticed thereby ? 
The case of Mr. Elistpn is very striking ; 
fliat of Major Campbell more so ; but, 
neither of them more in point than was, 
last Spring, that of the poor Tinman of Ply¬ 
mouth. -Thf;re does not want the acting 

upon the suggestion of the hirelings and 
the taking into the ininisti y, one or the 
other, or both, of these pistolers. There 
does not want any thing of this kind. The 
whole thing was complete long enough 
ago. But, It w'ould be something nnv. It 
would be a little additional garnish, though 
it would make no alteration in the dish 
itself. > 

The Change of Ministiiy, as it is 
called, does not appear to be decided upon. 
It Seems, that those, who choose to remain 
in, wish to coalesce with some of the outs. 
The scheme is not a bad one, but the outs,, 
as it would seem, will not coalesce. I 
said, they would not. They think, that, 
if they*hold out but a little longer, those 
who ar® now in place will find it abso¬ 
lutely necessary to give way, notwith- 
stanmng any pptthing that taay,^ in the 
meanwhile, take place.——Why, Jet, me 
see : I think it would be best for the country, 
for thfem to make a Grand Coalition ; a 
famous coalition. How delightful it would 
be to see Popery and No-Popery close in 

each otliers embraces !-The Morning 

Chronicle is. quite melting upon the sub¬ 
ject of his " two distinguished statesmen.” 
Won’t coalesce, won’t they ? What, then, 
IjO^d Grey did- not coalesce with Lord 


Grenville, did be not ? And both did not 
coalesce with the Addingtons ? How shy 
they are become ; how coy, all of a sud¬ 
den. —The Foxites, 1 warrant you, did not 
coale*e with Pitt, whom they had, for 
twenty years, been representing as the 
worst enemy of England ? No, they did 
not coalesce with him ; and why ? because 
he would not coalesce with them. But, they 
coalesced with his memory, and voted the 
payment of his debts upon the ground of 
his "public services,” expressly acknow¬ 
ledged by them.—They do w ell, for them¬ 
selves, however. Hot to coalesce now ; for, 
so sure as they do, so sure they are tumbled 
out, neck and heels, in the space of a 
month or two, and the few friends they 
have left will shun them, as they would 
shun the Walcheren fever, or any thing 

the most pestiferous and loathsome.^- 

There is one expression in the Morning 
Chronicle, w hich, if’it'be not considered 
as a slip of the pen, is well calculated to 
attract attcnlion. After giving the names 
of the new-moulded ministry, it say.s; 
“ This is the new plan. It certainly is 
" not an extended and combined adminis- 
“ tration ; hut they (the ministers) hope, 
“ that, in the PRESENT STATE OF THE 
« REPRESENTATION OF THE COUN-. 
" TRY, even this may go down; and they 
“ do not hesitate to say, that, by striking 
“ o6t the intellect that was amongst them, 
" they may proceed without contrariety 

“ of sentiment.”-Now', what are we to 

make of this ? Its meaning canqot be mis¬ 
understood. Well, then, Sir, are you, and 
are your party, for any change, or reform, 
in the representettim of the country ? This is 
a question of vital importance ; because, 
if you are for such change, yoi^ are the 
men we Want. Orfly tell us, that, if put 
into pifwer, you will bring forward the 
measure of a change in the representation 
of the country, and w'e are all for you, to a 
man " Go down aye, to be sure it 
will, and why shoqld it not? Did not Mr. 
Canning’s motion for the acquittal of hk 
“ noble friend,” Lord Castlereagh, go 
down; and, did it not go down very well 
too ? And, when Mr. Madocks brought 
forward his motion about the seat-selling 
to Mr. Quintin Dick, and the bargain 
about M r. Dick’s voting, did not a motion, 
made to set Mr. Madocks’s motion aside, 
and to prevent all inquiry, go down as 
smoothly as oil ? And did not your party 
most cordially join in the .said stifling mo¬ 
tion, and also in the ever-famous cry of 
" make a stand” ? Oh, yes ^ all this tvmt 
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dovon, iiot with the m<yority only, btlt, with 
your party; with that very party, in 
whose'behali you are now complaining of 
the “ state of the representation oS^ the 
'» country,” which state of th^ represent¬ 
ation, by tile bye, your great paftizans, 
the Edinburgh Reviewers, declare to be 
essential to regular liberty. Aye, aye ; 
you are now out of humour with the “^pre- 
'< sent state of the representation of the 
' country,” though you called us Jaco¬ 
bins and Levellers for wishing that state 
illcrcd. You dislike the state of the re- 
jiresentation, because, just ait this tiiuc,#it 
operates to »he keeping of you and your 
Friends out of place ; but, when you were 
m place, you shunned, as you would liave 
ihuniicd a pe.stilen(;e, all those who en- 
Jeavoured to,make you recollect your 

oledges about Parliamentary Reform.- 

surely, you cannot mean to complain of the 
present parliament merely as contrasted 
with Is this»it? Is the .change, 

which you would make in the state of the 
representation, merely such a change as 
you w'rougbt in 180G; that is to say, by the 
lissolution, which gave you a majority in 
the House of Commons ? If this be the 
only chadge which your party has in con- 
femplation, why, really, all tlio.se, who do 
not wish for a treat in muddy beer, would 
roller that things should remain as t^jey 

are.-In the .same article, speaking of 

the rivalship for place between Mr. Perce¬ 
val and Mr. Canning, ,tlie writer states, 
that “ it otight to be known that the real 
“ contest was between him and Mr. Per- 
" ceval. On the Duke df Portland’s re- 
“ signation he stated to his colleagues that 
" it was impassible to carry on tfie busi- 
" ness qJSf the House of Commons with a 
divided and unsettled leader. .Either 
" Mr. Perceval or himself must have the 
" .sole and decided lead of the Government 
“ business. Iviow, of the two, he thought 
“ that he had the better claim to the dis- 
“ tinction from Ihe superkir attention which 
•' he had received for the last two years, 

“ and from his influence in the House.” -- 

Such is the language of this man, who, in 
another part of the very same article, cam- 
plains of ” the present state of the repre- 
“ sentation of the country.” He talks (as 
of a thing (f course) of a minister’s carry¬ 
ing on “ the business of the House of 
" Commons he talks of a leader in 
earryUig on that business, as he would of 
the foreman of a shop ; and, in short, re¬ 
presents the House of Commons as a mere 
tool, as a mere mana^able thing, in the 


hands of a minister. . Why, if this be the 
case, and if it be so to remain, what need 
we care a straw who is in power, and who 
out of power ? What need we care w'hfch 
faction rules us, if we are to be thus 
treated ? And, vj hat need we care who 
are in the House of Commons ? This is 
pretty language, and coming from those, 
too, who ave complaining ■ of “ ihe present 
" state of the representation,” by which 
they clearly mean, a House of Commons 
in which they have not a decided, fectiled 

majority.-" The business of the Housa 

" of Commons,” indeed ! So this man, 
who wants us to clamour for a change of 
ministry, coolly tells u.s, that Mr. Canning 
and Mr. Perceval iiuarrelled for the post 
of " carrying on the business of the House 

"of Commons.”-No, no: we shall 

not be hallooed on to call for any such 
change as this gentleman has in. con¬ 
templation ; we shall not he induced to 
follow his advice, " to \\o\d meetings, hum- 
" bly to represent to Iiis Majesty” our 
apprehensions as to the dangers, " with 
“ which the present state of things is preg- 
“ nant.” No, no: we shall not hold 
meetings to obtain a choice of a man to 
" cany on the business of the House of Com- 
V monsand, as to the " dreadful arrears of 
“ the Property Tax,” of which the Chro¬ 
nicle teli.s us the present ministers arc about 
to enforce the collection, we cannot help 
veniembering, that the tax itself was al¬ 
most doubled those very men, whom 
we are requested to pray the king to recal 

to his councils.-No: we will not budge 

an inch for any such purpose. We feel 
no interest in any such change as that 
which has been talked of. It is not tho 
ditlerence of a straw’s value to the people 
of England which faction has the predo¬ 
minance. " Meetingsf indeed! Did the 
Whigs favour the last meetings that were 
held through the country ? And, amongst 
all the enemies of Mr. Wardle, the very 
bitterest of all; he whose print has dealt 
forth the most venom, and what contained 
the most artful and the,most base misre¬ 
presentations, is the conductor of the 
]V!lorhing Chronicle. —;— If, indeed, this 
party were to declare explicitly, that the 
state of the country dcmaudetl a thorough 
reform, in all the departments, and especi¬ 
ally in the Commons’ House of Parlia¬ 
ment, then there would he some cause for 
our wishing to see them in power j but, 
for any thibg that I have seen or heard, I 
should as soon expect a reform from 
the present men as from those ^wtio 



wish to turn them out and geit into their 
places. 

Tal.ivetia’s Battle. -1 have, upon a 

former occasiijn,. given my opinioxj as 
the utility of watching narrowly the oc¬ 
currences in Spain, and. of putting upon 
record, as they come out, all the material 
facts, relative to the campaign of the 
Baron of the Douro and the " Viscount 
“ of Talavcj a ami of Wellington in the said 
*' county.” This campaign will be a 
thing to be remembered, especially when 
considered in conjunction with the titles 
that have arisen out of it. This campaign 
involves (lie character of the army of 
Spain and that of England; it puts much 
to the test ; it makes jin English General 
and an English army witnesses, and niake,s 
them give evidence, as to the hummity oi' 
the Trench generals and the French army. 
It exhibits a great and mighty Indian eoii- 
tjueror pitted against European soldiers. 

-My last article, upon this subject, 

will be found at page nan of the pre.sent 
Volume, and the others in the Numbers 
immediately precediui,^- CucsUis ac¬ 

count of the Battle of Talavera has long 
been , a thing much wished-fyr. At last 
it is come, and has been published in some 
of the London prints, but, which is vvclf 
w orthy of reniai'k, not in the hired prints, 
a thing very scandalous indeed, especially 
when it is recollected, that this general 
Cuesta has had some very severe censure 
bestowed upon him in the dispatches from 
the Baron of the Douro, puhlkhed by our 

govenmient.-^ -lutiiis Number, il'pos.sible, 

and, il not in this, in my next, 1 w^ll in¬ 
sert the whole of this dispatch of General 
Cuesta; but, I shall here introduce some 
pai'tol it, that the reader may have the niost 

material points at once under his eye.- 

'Ihere were w ith resjiect to ilie battle of^ 
'liilavora, two points of great interest, 
whicli^ after all, remained unsettled ; 
uamelji, .1 st, H Inihcr our army was attacked 
by superior nmnhrs, and, inti. Whether the 

Spanish army took ajmrt in the buttle. - 

NpWj it has nevei«*been pretended,.that the 
■ hrmy of the Dul c of Beliuno w'as sujt^rior, 
or even equal in ntimber.s to the Spanish 
and English army miied, Indeed, tlie 
fact has clearly been proved to the ,con- ' 
trary. The army of Cuesta alone was 
eqpal in numbers to that of the French, 
nnless the account.s given us of that army, 
previous to the battle, were ugaliy false. 
——Besides, the Duke of Beliuno had 
-b^n, and was to the very day before the 
battle^ pursued the combined ariAies; 
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and it docs no Where appear, that he was 
joined‘ by any reinforcements of more 
than about 10,000 men.-No; our ge¬ 

neral has, all along, taken special care not 
to give us any account of his own numbers, 
or of those of the Spanish army. He drily 
tells us, that he was attacked by double his 
numbers; but supports this statement by 

1)0 statement of actual numbers.-The 

French told us, that their army amounted 
to about 4O,OO0, and that the combined 
armies amounted to more than 80,000. 
Here is, I dare say, some exaggeration ; 
bift, on the other hand, 1 think, that no 
man who is desirous of being regarded as 
having any love for truth ; that no man, 
who does not belong to that set amongst 
u.s, who wish to be deceived, or to deceive 
Olliers ; with the exccptioiuof persons like 
these, I think, that there is no man, who 
will pretend to doubt o£the combined army 
having been -greatly superior in numbers 

to that of the French.-If the reader 

tiiinks with me upon this point; the ne.xt 
tiling we have to inquire into, is, whether 
the .Spaniards took any, and if any, what, 

part ill the battle.-The Baron of the 

Douro gave ns, in his account ol fhe battle, 
a Very laconic and remarkably dry de¬ 
scription of the feat.; performed by the 
Spanish part of the army in that battle; J 
Itaue since contrasted that account w'itli 
the letter of Cuesta to the .lunta and his 
Orders to his army, which documents will 
be found in pages‘*293 and 291- of the pre¬ 
sent volinne. From these, it w'ould seem, 
that the Spanislvai my had their full .share 
of the battle. Ido not mean, that tliey^ 
had, in proportion to their iiumber.s, as 
much to do in the battle as our army had; 
but, it would appear, that they^’were en¬ 
gaged, 'a fact by no means to be inferred 
foom the dispatch of the Baron of the 
Douro and the y iscount of Talavera and of 
Wellington in the said coupty, the said 
dispatch speaking of the Spaniards in these 

words-You!’ lordship will observe, 

“ that the attacks of the enemy were prin- 
“ cipally, if not ENTIRELY, directed 
" against the British troops. The Spanish 
"X^ommander in Chief, his officers, and 
" troops, manifested every disposition to 
" render us assistance, and those of them, 
“ that were engaged, did their duty; but, 
" the gijQuiid which they occupied was 
" so important, and its front, at the same 
“ time, so difficult, that 1 did not think 
“ it propet to urge them ^ to make any 
“ movement to i^e left of the enemy, 
“ tvhile he was ej&|mged With us.”-In 
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one place he says, speaking of a particular 
attack ; “ this attack was most saccess- 
« fully repulsed b|: Brigadier General 
“ Campbell, svjjpmM by the King’s regi- 
« ment of Spanish cavalry and two battalions 
o of Spanish iifantry; and Brigadier Gene- 
*’ ral Campbell took the enemy’s cannon. 

“ The brigadier mentions particularly the 
conduct of the f)7th, 7lh, and 53rd regi.. 
ments.” But, here is not a word said 
in praise of either the cavalry, or infantry, 
of the Spaniards. In another place, he 
just observes, that an attack of the ene¬ 
my’s cavalry upon the Spanish infantry 

failed. -Now, reader, these, as you 

must recollect, are all the passages, where¬ 
in mention is made of the .Spaniard.s hav¬ 
ing had any hand at all in the battle ; and, 
so, keeping t^ur own numbers studiou.sly 
out of sight, we say, that, as the Spaniards 
merely looked on, we had all the fighting 
to do, and that we fought witli dovbk our 

numbers.-Let u*s now bear Cuesta, 

then.-No one will attempt to deny, 

that, when tliis dispatch arrived in Eng¬ 
land, every man looked upon it as con¬ 
veying the meaning, that the Spaniards 
had no share in gaining the “victory.” 

--Let* us, then, liear Cuesta !■-Nay, 

•the General Orders to our army, issued in 
the king’s name, asserted, “ that the ene- 
my directed hisu'/io/felforts” [meaning, 
doubtless, the whole of his efforts'] “ against : 
" the troops of his Majesty ; that the ! 
“ British army siistaingd nearly the whoh \ 
“ Weight otthis great conte.st; and has ac- 
tjuired the glory of having vanquished 
“ a I’reiich army nearly double their imm- 
“ bers.” This is, in move ways than one, 
making pretty fnm with tUo king’s English; 
but, hc|j|c is the old story again repeated. 

-Let us, then, hear Cuesta !—j—Whv 

need 1 dwell upon it, however, when it is 
notorious, that there was flot a public print 
ill London, which did not crack its jokes i 
upon the immobility of the .Spaiiisb part j 
of the aimjs and which, in .short, did not j 
embody into direct charges all that, could ! 
be inferred from the olficial dispatches. , 

-Let us now hear Cuesta, then !-1 

am sure, that the veatler, be he who he 
may, must rerneiiibcr the self-complacent i 
observations that passed, in all companie.s, 
upon the receipt of Douro’s dispatch, and 
how many and many “good things” were 
said, over the tea as vvell as over the 
bottle, upon the conduct of the poor 

Spaniards-Gome, then, let us now hear 

Cue.sta '--His dispatch is published by 

order of the Spanish Junta. It contains* 


I ■an accosnt of tlie operations of , his army 
I for some time previous to the battle. I^e 
then comes to the battle itsellV and, after 
having spoken of the preparatory disposi- 
, tiohs, he thus recounts the occurrences of 
the engagement, “ As dusk approached, 
“be coinraenced'a furious attack by a 
“ cannonade, and a charge by t/tc whole qf 
“ his cavalry, on the right, occupied by ike 
“ Spanish infarU/fy. with the apparent design 
“ of breaking through our ranks, posted as I 
“ have before described. This attack was 
“ received by an active fire perfect!)' well 
“ sustained, both of cannon and musketry, 

" which disconcerted the purpose cf the ene- 
“ my, and put him to flight at a quarter past 
“eight. During this time, a strong divi- 
“ sion of the French advanced by Oiie val- 
“ ley to the left of the height, occupied 
“ by the English general Hill, of which, 
“ with very great loss, they obtained a 
“ momentary possession, but Hill returned 
“ to the charge presently with the bayo- 
“ net, drove ofi'the enemy, and recovered 
“bis ground. In the night the French 
“ repeated their attack, but without suc- 
“ ceeding, and with great loss. At break 
“ of day on the 2.Sth tliey returned with 
‘‘ two divisions of infantry, but they were 
repulsed by the brave Hill, who could 
“ not be intimidated by t^eir repeated at- 
“ tempts, or by the progressive accumu- 

“ lation of the forces of the assailants.- 

“ General ^Fellesley, in consequence of 
“ these renewed exertions of the enemy 
" by the valley, on the left side of the 
“ height, ordered thither two brigades of 
" his cavalry, supported by lieutenant 
“ genera! the duke of AIhurquerque, with 
“ the whole of his division of cavalry. 
“ The French, seeing this movcn)etit,.8ent 
“ sharp-shooters into the elmin of moun- 
“ tains to the left of the' valley, who were 
“ attacked by the hth division qf my irfantry 
“ under Marshal de Camp Don Luis Basse- 
“ court, who dislodged tlicm with much loss. 

“ -The general attack commefleed by 

“ the advance of diflereiit columns of the 
“ enemy’s infsntry, wit|j tlie intention of 
“ attaeking*Lhe heiglit oeoupied by geiie- 
i jfl Hill. These culumns were charged 
“ by two parties'of English dragoons, 

“ under the command of general Ansort, 

“ led by lieutenant general I’ayne, and, 
“ supported by the brigade ot cavalry of 
“ the line of general Tanue. One of these^ 
• “ regiments of English draguons sutiered’ 
“ vei y mtieh; but ties spirited charge 
“ had the ell’ect of ciiscongeiting the d©^ 
“ signs of the enemy, who sustained a wy 
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"great loss. At the same time, the 
" Fi eoch attacked the centre of the army, 
"where the Enatlish general Campbell 
" was stationed,/taping on his right limte- 
" nant general ^on Francisco de F^ia, the 
" enemy was driven hack hy both these ge- 
neruls, who had thdir infantry supported 
*' by the King’s regiment of cavalry, and by the 
division of' lieutenant general Don Juan de 
" Hen^trosa. This corps ceWered itself with 
" glory, in the charge that it made on the in- 
**fantry of the enemy, during which it turned 
" the column Iry which it was assailed; under 
" which advantage, the English infantry, pro- 
" tected by the finish, possessed themselves of 
" the artillery ef the enemy. At the same 
" time with these,proceedings, the French 
" attacked with fury the centre of the 
” English army, commanded by general 
" Sherbrooke. The foes were received 
" with extraordinary courage, and were 
" driven back by the whole English 
" division, with charged bayonets. But 
"the English brigade of guards, which 
" was carried onward precipitately in the 
" ardour of battle, advanced too far, and 
" was in consequence obliged to withdraw 
" under the fire of the second line, com- 
" posed of the' brigade of cavalry of gene- 
" ral Cotton, and of'a battalion of infantry, 
" detached from,the height by gen. Wel- 
" lesley, as soon as he observed the re- 
" mote situation of the guards. General 
" Howarth who commanded the English 
" artillery, was distinguished for' his ex- 
" traordinary courage, and performed the 

" mos.t important services.-Lieutenant 

" general Don Francisco de Eguia, my 
" second in command, was posted bn my 
" left, with the 3rd, 'tth, and 5th divisions, 
" under generals the marquis de Portago, 
"Don Rafeel Manglano, and Don Louis 
" Alexandro Bassecourt, but the latter was 
" ordered to support the division of caval- 
" ry of lieutenant-general the duke of 
" Alburquerque, which was detached to 
" rcinfiH'ce the British army. The dis- 
" patches No. 4,5, and 6, from these gene- 
" rals are inclose^ for the information of 
" his majesty,-*—I took und^r niy parti- 
" cularorders the centre and the right, vfit|j- 
" out neglectingj however, the superintend- 
‘‘ ance of the rest, and with much satisfac- 
" tion I noticed the conduct of the generals 
" of the Island 2d division, of the marquis 
" de Zoyas, and Don Vicente Iglesias, as 
" well a .Don Juan Beihuy,anfl lieutenant- 

" general Don Juan Heneslrosjf, &,e_ 

" 'fhe Uisn of the enemy vvas very great. 
" They left on the field of battle lioxjj 4 to 


" 5,(XX) men, and the number of their 
" wounded is computed at 5,000 more. Two 
" or three generals wue killed and sevefal 
" wounded, and at leSt 400 other officers. 

" We have taken 19 pieces of artillery, and 
" many wagons of ammunition, and the 
" rout was one of the most complete, con- 
" sidering .that we were acting on tlie de- 
“ Tensive. The English have lost gene- 
" ral Mackenzie, brigadier*geueral Lang- 
" worth, and other ofiicers of distinguished 
" rank and merit. The total of their 
" officers, killed and wounded, is 260, 

“ and that of their rank and file 5,000, 
our diminution is much less. Don Ra- 
*' fuel Manglano was wounded, and 50 more 
" (f OUT officers were killed and wounded, and 
" 1,150 rank and file. Our artillery was 
" served with ability end ,fortitude, and 
" the names of such officers, whose talents 
" were most conspicuously displayed, are 
" mentioned in the dispatches from the 

" respective generals.*-1 should be neg- 

ligeiit of niy own duty', if I did not com- 
" municate to your excellency, for the in- 
" formation of his majesty, that the con- 
" duct of the British general in chief, sir 
" Arthur Wellesley, and that of the gene- 
" rals, subordinate officers, and soldiers 
" under his command, is above all praise.'* 
" I have seen the enthusiasm with which 
" these faithful allies have in' copious 
" .streams poured forth their blood in the 
" defence of our liberty', and no language 
" can adequately ejipress the sentiments of 
“ gratitude with which our breasts are 
" animated. With the highest satisfac- 
“ tion 1 have noticed ray army hailing our 
" companions for the victory obtained, 
" and minglingwith exclamations indica- 
" live of the warmest affection, tltg appel- 
“ lative^ of our country, and Ferdinand, 
" with those of our powerful and generous 

“allies.”--ItMs quite unnecessary to 

point out the wide difference between the 
language of this Spanish general towards 
our general and bis army, and the lan¬ 
guage of our general towards the Spanish 
general and the Spanish army ; for, it 
must strike every one, though, with all 
who reflect upon the character of the par¬ 
ties, this diflerence will be less a subject 
of surprize than of shame. Let the readers 
of the hireling prints, when they' have 
read this dispatch of Cuesta, look back, if 
they cah without shame, at the endless 
strings of paragraphs, published respecting 
that general after the receipt of Dooro’s dis¬ 
patch.——But, it is tbe^rts that we ought 
.now to look after. The Spanish Cora- 
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mander in Cyef has now written, and the 
Spanish government have published vo the 
world that the Spani^ds Itad a share, and 
a very considerable share, in what was done 
at Talavera; that they fought,, that they 
fought much and hard; that they had many 
officers, who greatly distinguished them¬ 
selves j and, finally, that they had consi¬ 
derable numbers kilted and wounded, though 

they do not speak of any “ 7nissing.” - 

Let us look at this dispatch a little more 
in detail, bearing in mind, as wc proceed, 
that Baron Dotiro and Lord Viscount of 
Talavera and of Wellington in the said 
county, explicitly states, that the attacks 
of the French were principally, “ if not 
“ ENTIRELY,” directed against the Bri¬ 
tish troops, which statement was repeated 
in our king’s General Order to the army, 
as above quoted.—Now, then, let us hear 

Cuesta !-He says, and his government 

has published to the world. First; that the 
French 'made a furious attack by a cannon¬ 
ade and a charge by the whole of their 
cavalry, on the right, occupied by the 
iipanish infantry, and that this attack was 
gallantly and successfully resisted by the 
Spaniards, who put the assailants to flight. 
—SecondIy ; that the French sharp-shoot- 
m were attacked by the 5th division of 
Spanish infantry, under Don Louis Basse- 
court, who dislodged the sharp-shooters 
with much loss.—T hiud; that the French, 
having attacked the English under Gene¬ 
ral Campbell, who had the Spanish under 
Don Eguia pn his right, were driven back 
by both these generals ; that this body of 
infantry was supported by a regiment of 
Spanish cavalry, under Don Henestrosa, 
which Spanish regiment covered itself 
with gloi^t; that it got in the rear of the 
French column by which it was attacked ;* 
and that it was owning to the advantage thus 
given to the English infancy under Camp¬ 
bell and the Spanish infaiicvy under Eguia, 
that they were enabled to take the French 

cannon.-Now, upon, this part of the 

statement, we must look back a little at 
BaronDouro’s dispatch. He says: “This 
“ attack was most successfully repulsed by 
“ Brig. Gen. Campbell, supported by the 
“ King’s regiment of Spanish cavalry, add 
“ by two battalions of Spanish infontry ; 
•' and Brig. Gen. CumpbeU took th.e enemy’s 
“ cannon.” Mind how pointed the ex¬ 
pression. This General Campbell was 
merely supported; and it is he who takes 
the cannon. Cuesta says, on the contrary, 
that the Spanish infantry were in line with 
the English; .and, as to the cavalry, he 


says that they doubled round the enemy, 
got in the rear of thpir flank, and enabled 
the Englisli and Spanish infantry to take 
the cannon. Baron-Douro-of-WellesIey- 
in-the-county-of-Somersetj-afid-Viscount- 
Talavera-and-of - Wellington-in-the-said- 
county, did hot,as the reader will perceive, 
even mention the names of the Spanish offi¬ 
cers, who were thus engaged, though, on 
the score of length of name, he certainly 
does not yield to any Spaniard living. 
Poor gentlemen; he might, one would 
think, have just done them the immortal 
honour to write their names. What must 
Don Eguia and Don Henestrosa think of 

this ?- Fourth ; the Spanish general 

asserts, and the Spanish government pub¬ 
lishes to the world, that, in this battle, in 
which our public prints have stedfastly 
asserted, that the Spaniards had no share 
whatever; that, in this battle, the Spanish 
army had, in killed and wounded, fifty- 
one officers and one thousand one hundred and 

fifty rank and file. -Now, we must either 

give this assertion the lie direct, or, we must 
ackiiowledge, that the Spanish army luid a 
share in the battle, and that the “ whole ef- 
“ forts of the enemy” were not directed 

against the British troops.-Reader, if 

you are nut one of the millions of 
wretches, who dare not gay what they 
think; if you are not one of the last-ditch 
and life-and-forlune men ; if yoq are not 
one of those, who have disgusted all Eu¬ 
rope with English bragging ; if you have 
a mind yet undebased by the corruptions 
of the day, tell me frankly, do yoD be¬ 
lieve Cuesta > 1 will tell you my mind 

freely: I clo believe him ; because 1 think 
it next to impossible, that a lie so impu¬ 
dent should have been hatched by kim, 
and, if hatched by him, published by the 

government.-But, if what he says be 

true, where are we to look for that disparity 
of numbers, of which the Baron of the Douro 

told us }-> -Reader, how came it that my 

Lord Douro said not a word, m his dis¬ 
patches, in any of his dispatches, from the 
first to the last, about the killed and wound¬ 
ed of the Spaniards? You see, that General 
Cuesta informs his government of our 
killed and wounded, mentions the prin¬ 
cipal officers by name,and, which merited 
a better return, he says not a word about 
oar rnssing ; while ray Lord Douro takes 
no more notice of the Spanish killed 
and wounded, than he docs of the fact, 
stated by Cuesta, of the Spanish cavalry 
having been the cause, of taking ■the 
French cannon that were taken'. Are me 
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to bel.i«ve» UMiii tbtt there were no Spa¬ 
nish kiUed and wounded. Oh, no! We 
cannot believe it ; and if the hirelings pre¬ 
tend ia believe it, what will they say more 
to induce usa® make war along with such 
an army and for such a government 
as those of Spain?-Let the. hire¬ 

lings choose; let the Ferdinand VII.- 
men ; let the holy-altar-menand life-and- 
fortune-men f.hof».se; let them say, that 
the Spanish account of the battle is true, 
or let them say it is false. Just which 
they please ; for, upon one horn or the 
other we have them. Will they say, that 
the Spanish Commander in Chief and the 
Spanish government are such impudent 
liars as to pretend that they had 51 officers 
and ),15Urank and Me, killed and toomded 
in the battle of Talaveva, while the at¬ 
tacks of. the enemy “ were principally, if 
“ not liNTIRELY, clirecteil against the 
“ British troops?” Will they say this; 
or will they say, that Baron-Douro-of- 
Wellesley-in-the-county-of-Somerset-aniJ- 
Visft>unt-of “Talavera-aricl-of-Wellington- 
in-the-said-county had not to fight tiie 
French army single handed; and that 
“the 'whole efforts of the enemy,” M* the 
language of the General Order, y/er^Twt 
directed against the English.——In short,, 
nothing can be move clear than thte, that 
Cuesta’s statement, and especially his re¬ 
turn of killed .and wounded, must be con¬ 
tradicted, and not only contradicted, but 
disproved, bekire any man of ■coiiimon 
sense will agree to consitler the Spanish 
army not makinir part of the force, at¬ 
tacked hy the Duke of Belhmo,»i\det the eye 
ol .iost jdi i\,rpo!eon. There is no’man in 
his sense.s that can pos.sibiy so consider it, 
uiiltts.s this siiJteinent of Cuesta he com¬ 
pletely tione away ; unless Cuesta be con-' 
victed of in ing a liar and a bragirart, and 
his government convicted of giving ciir- 
reiK’3'’ to 1 Its lies, under their aiubori'v an<l 
naintf. For, art! tinjre fil'ty officers killed 
and vvftuiided, and upwaid.s of a thou¬ 
sand rank and file killtd and woiMided, 
and is the'arniy juffi ring that loss not en¬ 
gaged? JSIever was there any* pt'oposiiion 
so vokl of all reason ttitd decency.-^—‘•0,ur 
Lord of the Bouro seems to tiave consider¬ 
ed the whole of the 1 rcnch as engaged 
wiili /«# army ; hut, supposing, that not a 
man of tiie Spaniards had been either killed 
or wounded ; supposing every tvord that 
Cue.su i>as ntlercd, upon the .subject, to be 
false ; ttlpii. then? Jt prove.s litat ihe Spa- 
iiiaviL !ri.:l no .fighting to do; hut, it by no 
n*aj4.-, piewus, that presence >sa.s not 


an injury to the French. In short, it is 
perfeet madntos to brieve, that the French 
.general would sknd his wl^le force against 
one part of the army, and leave himself 
exposed to he surrounded by the other 
part. CuetMia says, that the Frenchman 
did HO such thing; but, on the contrary, 
that he commenced the action wi'li a furi¬ 
ous attack «po« t/w ^Kuuards, with the 
whole of his cavalry, as well as with a 
part of his cannon. This was rational. 
This was what is likely to have been; and 
yet we, here, in England, have the impu¬ 
dence to crow over the poor Spaniards, 
and to represent them as mere stones or 
posts, stuck up on the field of battle.—— 
This w'ay of estimating the relative force 
of an army is] perfectly original, unless, 
indeed, it be borrowed fropi the wars in 
Hindostan. Why, then, suppose we should, 
hereafter, meet a French army w'ith an 
army altogether English. Suppose each 
side to have forty ^thousand men; but, 
that, owing to some circumstance or other, 
only one Aa^'of pur army were engaged. 
Should we have the impudence to say, 
that vve had to fight agaiij.st double our num¬ 
bers? We might. Fll not answer for it 
that we should not. But, would not the 
worhl laugh at as ? Would they not calf 
us empty braggarts?—5This letter of 
Cuesta appears to nre to .settle the point 
re.spectiug the relative numljers engaged 
in the battle, unless what he asserts be dis¬ 
proved. If hi.s di.spatch contains fakshoods, 
those falshood-s should be contradicted,and 
officially toe>, without loss of titue. 1 must 
repeat, that I believe him, because he 
speaks so much in detail, gives u.s names 
aful other particulars, and grudges not his 
^^ood word either to our geiiciijl or our 
army and, in short, until I see it clearly 
di-sproved, 1 shall continue to believe, and 
.so will the pubKc, evt|ry word of it, let the 
conclusion, to which it leads, be what it 
will. 

Austria. -Xhe hireling.s are-actually 

pricking up their ears again upon the 
.sight of a Proclamation of the Emperor 
Francis, purporting that he is prepared for 
Will-again. I should suppose thisdocu- 
lu'ent to be a fabrication from the mill of 
some of the French emigrants now in 
London. But, for once, my wishes ac- 
l ord with those of the liirelings. I wish, 
witli all my heart, that Mr. (Tentz, or 
some (d’ tiial set, may prevail upon the 
Empertifir-Fianci.s to go to w'at* again. I 
want to see. him at war once more, and, I 
iwas veryr sorry indeed te hear of the 
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saspensioft of arms. It is for the good 
of mankind, and especially for tfe, ’ki 
England, that the Emperor Francis should 
have one more bout with Buonaparte and' 
his Dukes. It is high time for the Empe¬ 
ror Francis to “ make a stand." -But 

really, there are parts of the Emperor 
Francis’s proclamation, at which one 
cannot help staring. For instance, where 
he talks about the enemy’s having 
" learned to appreciate the puhlie spirit 
' of his people, and the, valour of his ar- 
" mies,” and says, the enemy has “ dearly 
' bought the knowledge, that he (the Em- 
' peror Francis) is constantly solicitous 
‘ to promote the prosperity of his domi- 
‘ nions.” Really one can hardly believe 
»ne’s eyes. This must be a fabrication ; 
ind yet, why should it ? Have not all the 
:iow-falien governments gone on in the 
same way ? Have they not all pro¬ 
ceeded, to the very last moment, in the 
very course which W?ts the cause of their 
iverthrow, though the final consequence:! 
«'ere so frequently placed before their 

eyes ?-A few weeks, however, »vill now 

Jeeide the i'aie of Aust ria, and, in all prtj- 
babilitv, of thcotlier countries and states 
iu the Eastern j)art of the continent of 
iLuropc. , 

Wm. COBBETT. 

Bothy, 5 Oct. IS09. , 


State of Scain. —(coulintted from p. 414. i 

• 

The whole •herbage of Spain, corn-iand". 
as w’eil as grass-grounds, are subjected, 
twice a year, to the legal depredations of 
several millions of travelling slieep, in 
which the miserable agriculturists have 
no iritervBt whatever. Nay, uiore, e\ er_'^ 
species of provender which the jiopr far¬ 
mers save for their own live stock, iu 
the interim of the ft\,tal spfltig and autumn 
visits of these all-devoui ing Hocks, can he,' 
and is demanded, (legally, you observe, 
all according to law-,) *31 a fixed price, 
and that price fixed by the owners of these 
flocks. But, 1 ask, what price can indem¬ 
nify a farmer for- the privation of the 
means of supporting his labouring and 
other live-stock, on his farm? on the con¬ 
dition of which depends his ability to per¬ 
form every operation for its improvement. 
No durable inclosure can be made in 
Spain, except around gardens and vine¬ 
yards. Even these were laid open to the 
flocks, previous to 1788. Add to these 
intolerable oppressions the arbitrary and 
•apricious taxes on every description of thei 
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produce of the soil, (grain now excepted) 
imposed, not by a legislative body chosen 
by the community, for, in this country 
Spain there is nobody of this nature, not 
imposed tiy’ the government; despotic aa 
it is; but by the mean, sell-interested 
municipalities of the different towns to 
which the several articles of butchers- 
meat, poultry, wine, oil, fruits, garden- 
Btuifii, &c. are brought for sale. The con¬ 
sequence of all this is, that there is not 
a province in Spain where there are not 
many estates in a manner deserted, with¬ 
out inhabitants; devoid of trees, irriga¬ 
tion or improvement of any sort. Over 
the whole country, agriculture is aban¬ 
doned to the poorest and most ignorant 
husbandmen. The capitalist every where 
leaving the country in search of hiore 
lucrative employment. So many a^-bitrary 
taxes do the iiece.ssaries of lile pay from 
the moment of their existence to that of 
their consumption ; .so tormented are the 
lieges with the iiinumeruble corjts of 
guards, visitors, ofiicers, &c. for the col¬ 
lect,ion of the provincial imposts ; so torn 
to pieces arc they v\ith denunciations, 
procedures, arrests, detentions, &c. to 
which the smallest and most innocent 
siir.tr.ke gives occasion, that the citizen 
can neither meve. nor stand still without 
being; snvrnunded with corsMiiissaiieS, 
guards. See. who keeps him in vexation 
ami jHiverty thiving' th-i; whole of his life.- 
—Is it, ill <.!cfei!'.’;; of such a sj'Stcin as vhi;s, 
(in tlx overthrow oi vviiich every Iveiirt 
not imhned to the core, with the deepest,^ 
dies of despotism and uiisanthrojiy must 
rejoice) is it in defence of a policy like 
this, 1 say, calculated to lithasej and 
even gradually extirpate the human hqcc, 
that, Englislniien are lii expend their blood 
and treasure .r Shall the sorts of Lilierty 
[iroj) the rotten pillars of oppre.ssion ? 
support the sellish, narrowminded .Turtta, 
who give iiQ httpes of better day.s to the 
people of Spain, even when the *I' ixnt'h 
are expelled? The Junta, in which we 
perceive several of the^very men whose 
partial oppressive policy,heretoforc des- 
{rpj'tng the energies of her peojile,, en¬ 
couraged Buonaparte to attempt the sub¬ 
jugation of the peninsula.—Your comstant 
reader, Bhilalethes. 

FOREIGN MlNISl'ERS. 

Sir ; InVunning ever the huge Reportol’ 
the Finance Committee published in July 
1808, my attention was attracted by 



m 

numerous List of unemployed Foreign 
Ministers, who are mow a burthen on the 
public purse. I am not one of those who 
disapprove of a due'and reasonable provi¬ 
sion being ntade for those who have de¬ 
voted their lives to the public service, 
especially in a branch of it where the sa¬ 
laries, not being more than adequate to 
the necessary expences of the station, af¬ 
ford no means of laying up any provision 
for old age or infirmity ; neither should I 
object generally to the amount of the pro¬ 
vision which has been made in these in¬ 
stances, if my information be correct as 
to the diflerence between the. apparent 
amount, as stated in the report, and the 
real amount received, the latter being, as 1 
am told, about two ihTrds only of the for¬ 
mer (what becomes of this diflerence ?) ; 
but I may possibly, in a future letter, ob¬ 
serve upon some particular cases, which 
bear very strong marks of jobs, or in 
which the remuneration far exceeds the 
length and importance of the service per¬ 
formed. For the present, 1 shall content 
myself with adverting to the extraordinary 
circumstance of new persons having been 
selected of late for foreign stations, w'hilst 
the old ones continue thus burthensoinc 
on the revenues The selections I refer to, 
are too recent to need being pointed at, 
and they could not have been motived by 
any previous trial of the respective capa¬ 
cities of the persons selected, in as much 
as these persons, as far as I can leani, were 
never before employed.—Now, Sir, if the 
old ministers, who figure on this pension 
list, are all of them unfit for the discharge 
of the duties of the stations to which the 
new men have been appointed ; if none 
could be found in this list who are capable 
of managing the national concerns at 
Cagliari, Lisbon, Sicily, &c. then there 
must have been a most lamentable want 
of discernment, or something w orse, in the 
predeefessors of the present secretary of 
state, by whom these incapable men were 
so improperly thrust into public employ¬ 
ments i and the pensions which have been 
granted to them are a most rbprehensible 
waste of the public money. Bus ifj bn tlje 
other hand, these pensioned ministers are 
still able to execute the duties of their 
profession, either better or even as well as 
the ‘‘youngfriends” (for the right honour¬ 
able secretary treads in the early steps of 
his prototype Pitt in drawing satellites 
around him); if/1 say, the old'ministers 
are more capable or as capable as the 
yeung friends whom the rays of the qgh\ 
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honourable secretary's favour have illu¬ 
mined and -vivified, then the preference of 
the.se latter is at once an act of gross in¬ 
justice to the former, whose claims had a 
stronger foundation in past services, and 
to the public, who thus become most un¬ 
necessarily burthened with a large addi¬ 
tional expence, without -the prospect of 
being more profitably served. Leaving 
the right honourable secretary on the 
horns of this dilemma, 1 remain, Sir, 
his and your obedient Servant, B. 


Mr. WARDLE. 

Sir; The following Letter was sent for 
insertion in the Morning Chronicle.; a lew 
days after the communication appeared 
which gave rise to it. By^that impartial 
Journal it w'as deemed inadmissible: hut 
as it attempts a defence of some ojiinions 
contained in your Politfcal Register, from 
the misrepresentatiotis of its calumniators, 
a space perhaps may be there allbrdcd it 
ill defect of better materials. 

To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 

Sir; In your paper of the 8th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1 find a long and elaborate com¬ 
munication, on the subject of “ Colonel 
Wardle’s Trial,” from a * correspondent, 
who subscribes himself “ a l<over of Truth.” 
Tlie lucubrations of this writer must be 
deemed the more valuable, as they are, 
confessedly, the production of a mind ha¬ 
bitually conversant in the arts,of logoma- 
ch}’, and practised in the wiles of disputa¬ 
tion; of one, who, though living in a re¬ 
mote part of. the country, is yet accus¬ 
tomed “ W'cekly to read the papers and 
“ to discuss the. politics of the 4 j^y, at a 
* club^ which assembles every Saturday 
“ night.” Whether the present be the 
first eilort,. on the part of tliese illustrious 
statesmen, to give publicity to their pa¬ 
triotic vigils, \vc are not told : In mercy 
to mankind, we hope it will not be the 
last; but that, emulating a like institution} 
whose proceedings they will find detailed 
vvilh impressive solemnity in “Memoirsof 
P. P.” a distinguished rural politician, their 
ctAisultations may gain the ear of ministry, 
and direct the operations of legislature. 
—Not content, however, with sitnpJj’^ dis¬ 
closing his alliance with this respectabla 
assembly*, your correspondent condescend¬ 
ingly admits us to participate their coun¬ 
cils : and gives us to understand, that he, 
" and some others, who constituted a very 
,small minority at the weekly meetings// 


rOI4TICAL REGISTER.—iWh 



SOS] OCTOBER T,1S09. — Mr. Wardk. [SOjk 


fiave maintained a long, laborious, but at 
length successful struggle against thefr nu¬ 
merous and prcjiidrced associates. In¬ 
deed, he seems wonderfully to congratu¬ 
late himself on the peculiar felicity of his 
discernment. He appears to have been 
favoured, for some mysterious purpose, no 
doubt, with a spirit of political second 
sight; to have harboured suspicions “ for 
which he could assign no cause; and to 
have detected the fermentations of re¬ 
venge and conspiracy, when they escaped 
the notice of every body else.” These dis¬ 
coveries, too, were made at a time when 
the promulgation of them “ produced no 
small degree of heat ami controversy at 
the weekly meetings” ! ! It is enlivening, 
however, to learn, that an assembly, pos¬ 
sessing so powgfful an influence on tiie 
public w'elfare, is at length restored to 
comparative harmony: “ There is not 
now,” thank heaven! above two or three 
who adhere to their old opinions”; and 
we must hold ourselves deeply indebted 
to your correspondent, for the interesting 
intelligence, w^hatever be the precise ob¬ 
ject of his communications; whether it be 
to eulogize his own preternatural sagacity, 
or utterl}' fo confound and demolisli those 
two or three refractory spirits, who remain 
impervious to remonsttance, 

“ And who, though vanquished, yet will ar¬ 
gue still." 

At one time, indeed, it should seem, these 
disconsolate disputants jvere almost re¬ 
duced to siltyice and despair. How un¬ 
lucky then must we regard the arrival of 
those inflammatory “ papers”! and how 
ought we to pursue with execration those 
artful writers who have given ardour to stu¬ 
pidity, andJangiiage to dumb-fnundedness! 
—1 fear, Mr. Editor, you will be motje dis¬ 
posed to admire my temerity than my 
prudence, in presuming trrtake the field 
against a foe so formidable; in daring to 
frown defiance on one who enjoys the 
stated advantages of hebdomadal discus¬ 
sion, and who domineers over the politics 
of a neighbourhood. But, Sir, I must de¬ 
clare that, notwithstanding the laboured 
ingenuity of your correspondent, I do still 
think the “ mode of reasoning,” upon 
which he has lavished his animadversions, 
neither manifestly unfair, nor particularly 
complicated : and why he should choose 
to represent his refractory brethren, as 
incapable of arriving at it by their un¬ 
aided efibrts of excogitation, unless by 
way of contrasting his own perspicuity 
by their dulnass, I really have not the 


pleasure 4o comprehend. Mow far the rea- 
soningbf tlie club may partake of the above 
mentioned qualities, remains to be examin¬ 
ed.—The general propositions, laid down 
with such imposing forraalfty, by your 
correspondent, I am fully disposed to ad¬ 
mit. It is very certain that the evidence 
of testimony unsupported by correlative 
circumstances, is mainly regulated by the 
value of personal character; that the 
“ bias of interest” will render it suspici¬ 
ous ; and that the violation of truth will 
justify us in “ sotting it aside, as totally 
“ unworthy of belief.” Let us look a 
little at the apyilication of these data.— 
Mrs. Clarke, for the benevolent purpose 
of paying her upholsterer’s bill, thinks 
proper to prefer a charge against Colonel 
Wardle, the very existence of which, ac¬ 
cording to “ a Lover of Truth,” she had 
most unequivocally denied in the house 
of commons. Here we have both interest 
and contradiction. Now for the infer¬ 
ence—That her accusation is false, her 
testimony worthless?—I thank you, says 
our aesate logician; but that is not exactly 
the purpose for which my propositions were 
schemed. 1 brought them lorwanl not 
to uphold the “ sinking cause” of Col. 
Wardle, believe me, but tp assist the Duke 
of York.—•In the name of common sense, 
Mr. Editor, why should his royal highness 
be hooked up so triumphantly ? In what 
respects can Mrs. Clarke’s saying or un¬ 
saying her story of negociation prove or 
disprove a charge perfectly distinct ? How 
can her “ variance of testimony,” in this 
instance, bear upon a case in which fhere 
is no variance. Her general credibility as 
a witness, indeed, it may and does afreet: 
her unsubsantiated evidence it may and 
does impatr; and if this be all your corres¬ 
pondent has fatigued his faculties to evince, 

1 would beg leave to tell him, he has only 
undertaken to prove what every man in 
his wits was fully convinced of. But he 
must excuse me for adding, that, so Idhg at 
he has stamped no contradiction on the 
p^of of connivance ; so Iqng as he leaves 
it in medio whither that proof do rest on 
“ upstfpported testimony,” he has gained 
nothing to his purpose. The former in¬ 
deed, be has attempted, by convicting 
Mrs. Clarke of a practical falsehood in the 
very fact of accusing Col. Wardle ! but 
the latter he has wittily tossed over to e 
“ friend.”—As for Mrs. Clarke, it is by no 
means my irftention to perplex myself with 
her defence. 1 consign her to the maledic¬ 
tion of »the club” without remorse. Thiir 
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infuriatefl leader of a trimnpbant majority 
may pour upon her devoted bead the wliole 
storm of bis accumulated vengeance. He 
Wperfectly jpelcome. But can he be ig* 
horant tbat, in so doing he is essentiaUy 
bcl’riending the " ainking cause/’ of C’ol. 
Wardle ? Can it possildy escape his self- 
praiseA discern merit, that upon this very 
ninge—the incredibiiity of hep interested 
and contradictory toEiimoiiy — Colonel 
Wardle’s justification eritireiy turns f 
Your corresfwnident, Sir, professes to be 
disconcerted with the " ur^'airness’* of the 
mode of reasoning,” assumed by Mr 
Cobbett and other writeis> in favour of 
Colonel Wardle; apparently unsuspicious 
that the whole course of iris own argu¬ 
mentation is diametrically opposite to that 
first taken, by tbt ir disinterested adversa¬ 
ries, on the occasion of the trial, far 
from attempting to convi’ct Mr.s. Clarke of 
contradiction, they hailed her return to 
their broken and disjririted ranks with the 
most extravagant exultation. Far from 
catling into question, in this instance, the 
credibility of her depositions, they go- 
neroiisly entertained every word of them ; 
and were evgn willing to pardon herformer 
deviations into propriety, in their Ikstflush 
of gratitude' for this new and almost un¬ 
hoped-for display of perfidy. Kov\% in 
opposition to tins ridiculous inconsistency, 
1 do contend, it w’as perfectlyto argue, 
that if Mrs. Clarke’s testimony *was so 
t^ery immaculate when offered against Mr. 
Wardle, it was jiot absolutely incredible 
when produced against the Duke of York; 
that if, as a credible wirpess, she stigma¬ 
tized Mr, Wardle with negotiation, his 
roj’^al highness, by parity of reasoning, 
could not possibly be exonerated from con-, 
nivance. But now stqps forward a con¬ 
troversialist of a new description; who 
thinks proper to shift the ground of tlie 
argument; who skulks behind the artil¬ 
lery, and then, wUh a bravery truly ad- 
baitable, derides its iivefrectual fire. As a 
defender of corruption, w'e may pardon this 
rageninus writer for his ^dro(tncss: Ais 
conduct is e*qually fiiir with that of the 
generality of his friends : * t 

---—male veruoi examiiiat omnis 

Corruptus judex : . 

but as a “ Lover of Truth” we must pro¬ 
nounce diim guilty of most flagrant in-r 
fidelity to hi« mistress.—But this new po- 
airion; is it moije. tenable*? This new 
course, is it more fdivect ? In my humble 

•opinion, not an i«eh : 


IHe simstrorsum, hie dextroraum abit; onus 
‘ atrique ^ 

Error, sed variis illudit partibus— 

For who, I ask, but one habituated to the 
everlasting wranglings nf a weekly vigil, 
would ever think of iriainlaining, that the 
point blank contradictious of this mis¬ 
guided woman, sliould confirm her credi¬ 
bility in one instance, and destroy it in ano¬ 
ther ; and tlvat too, when the proof of <lis- 
hourable collusion in Col. Wardle, rests 
infiniiely more on contradictory and unsub¬ 
stantiated evidence, than the proof of 
connivaacc in the Duke of York. Your 
correspondent. Sir, calls licr evidence 
in the former case “ consistmt and 
yet {mark the absurdity of error) is ac¬ 
tually at the pains of shewing that iu 
daring even to assert the charge, she stands 
clearly convicted of deliberate faLsehooil. 
—What! was the testimony delivered iu 
court, indued more free from the strong 
bias of personal interest,” w'as it rcailij 
more clear and better supported than that 
produced in parliament ? The witnesses 
to collateral facts were perhaps more 
numerous F This, 1 should think, would 
hardly be imposed on “ the club.” The 
parties then were less interested in the re¬ 
sult ? Possibly, though I confe.ss I do 
not recollect that even one witness wasj 
interrogated, who had l,P00/. depending on 
tile inquiry, or whose profits were augment¬ 
ed in nroportion to the extravagance of a 
confederate. Oi;, la.stly, were “ truth,” and 
f' justice” out-faced by the specious purity 
of reputation ? This, indeed, seems a point, 
not Undesirable to your corresjxuident’s 
argument. But, yet, Sir, as far as I cai 
find, the leading witness was in boll 
cases the same; and it is tpitain, he 
eha^ficter susftained a much severer scru 
tiny in the house of commons, thati in tlu 
court of King’s Bench. If there wen 
some of our repre-sentatives, who in 
duiged their eloquence, in " expaliatin; 
on her fine feelings, and ber beautiful evi 
dence,” there were others, who did *no 
scruple to handle those fnc feelings verj 
roughly, and to- twist that betmtfid evi 
dence, into every possibility of distortion 
Indeed, Siv, I am greatly mistaken, if i' 
will not puzzle more than the combintu 
eflbrts of your two ingeitious correspon¬ 
dents to prove, that Mrs. Clarke’s deposi' 
tions Were received in evidence npon trusij 
or that, supposing her then to have divulg*** 
her pretensions to infamy and dishonoori 
much more could have been done in 
tempting to divest the eutreiit ptib*^ 
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attention from incontestible facts, to flimsy 
declamation.—With regard to col.Wardle's 
character, though a " sinlci.ng” one, I am 
happy to observe, that the remarks of your 
corre.spondent upon it, are much less defa¬ 
matory, than upon that of the amiable per- . 
fidous. He has not launched against it 
the satiie bold anti animated ratiocination: 
nor has he inhumanly attempted to im¬ 
pale it on the horns of a " dilemma” Satis¬ 
fied with announcing in the outset, the 
profound discoveries of himself and a few 
“ others, who constituted a very small mi- 
" nority at the weekly meetings,'^ he has 
prudently left the demonstration of them, 
to the sagacity of his readers: for, I do 
not find, in the sequel of his communica¬ 
tion, even the abortion of an attempt, to 
bring to light tliose “ lurking motives tiiat 
“ would not bear exposure,” to chastise Mr. 
Wardle for the * indecent eagerness of his 
" accusations,” or to enlarge upon the mean- 
'‘ness and vulgarity>)f his patriotism.” 
—In fine, Mr. Editor, not to extend this 
discussion beyond all bounds, I would only 
beg leave to observe, that the intempe¬ 
rate hilarity assumed by the hirelings of 
ministry, tuid the advocates of corruption, 
on the occasion of this trial, is not more 
rfdiculous, than it is impolitic. By their 
eagerness in catching hold of this twig ol' 
hope, they have only discovered the e.x- 
tent of their former despondence. They 
might have spared this manifestation of 
their weakness. The reputation of Col. 
Wardle is not a bubble that hangs on the 
breath of popular applause. Ilis fame, 
however they may wish it, is not yet de¬ 
funct; arfd f wiil venture to predict, that 
his “ noble and disinterested defiance of 
“ power,'4ovill be viewed with admiration,, 
long after the premature dirges of •these 
ditty-mongers have been despised and 
are forgotten. . * 

Absint, inani funere, usenia:, 

Luctusque turpes, et querimonl^e; 

Compesee clamorem ; •bc sepulcri 

Mitte sfiprr»«cwMS honort‘9. 

T. W.^-pt.Wth. VaRIUS. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Expedition to Hoi.i.ano. 't— (continued 
frotn p. 4'IG.) 

I add a list of tbc enemy’s ships now 
in sight. I received the same at Ter; 
Goes, at eleven o’clock, where I spent the • 
night, it is possible, before night, there 
may be sf-me further movement, Yester- 
•lay fioma Frmoii pinnaces arrived at Fort 


Bathz, but afterwards proceeded again td 
Lillo. I know not whether the French 
army has made a movement. The com¬ 
munication with the Prince de Ponte CorVo , 
is become more dilficuit, and this is cer¬ 
tainly the reason why 1 have received no 
answer to roy letter of the iih. 

The Marshal of Hollaiid, Dumonceau. 

At the Chapel at Ter Goes, blh of Sept. 
2 in the afternoon. 

(Here follows a list of the vessels observ¬ 
ed, amounting in all to 21 G.) 

Report from Marshal Dumonceau, &c. 

Sire ; Fort Bathz was taken on the 4th, 
your Majesty’s anniversary. This enter¬ 
prise appears to have caused the greatest 
astonishment to the enemy. The same 
evening, 1 proceeded to Bergen-op-2oom, 
where I arrived with all my troops at 
night. Adin. Ruijsch and gen. de Mellet, 
governor of the place, gave me ail the as¬ 
sistance in their power, in order to col¬ 
lect the vtsseis necessary for the trans¬ 
port of the troops w'ith which I was to re¬ 
pair to S. Beveland. We embarked on 
the v^th, about noon. On quitting the 
harbour, several of the vessels stranded ; I 
followed with the remainder, and arrived 
at five in tlie evening before Wemeldiugen. 
'I'lie fuerny, who was at anchor at the 
distance of one and an half cannon shot, 
saw our movements, without making any 
attempt to interrupt thorn, and all my 
troops were discniltarked without any ac- 
ciileut. Our horses could not be disem¬ 
barked till the morning of the Sth ; and 
during the night, the enemy amused him¬ 
self witli sending some soldiers in sloops, 
w'ho fired with musketry upon our vessels, 
which wore protected by a battalion* of 
the 3d regiment of the line. After the 
disembarkation, I sent three companies of 
chasseurs to take possession of the town of 
I’er Goes, and I went thither likewise with 
major-genei’Hi Stedman, Chief of the^gene- 
ral Staff. At seven o’clock* vre entered 
amid the ringing of bells, while the mas¬ 
ter of the horse, and lii»ut.-gen. Bruno, 
one of your^lajestyhs besf generals, col- 
lectecT his troops around Wemcldingeti. 
On thedth, at day-break, the general pro¬ 
ceeded with three battalions, to Ter Goes, 
while two battalions were placed behind 
the Sloe.—Baring the night, and at day¬ 
break, I was informed that the hostile force 
which environed me was still considerable. 
We saw 21% vessels as well frigates hs 
bri^s a id cutters vwiihout counting btjats, 
which from the mist, could not be couuii^ 
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««!. The eti«my*s iltiBt in East Scheldt which the peth was very narrow, and full 

was drawn tip Ziertlczee before the of ho^es, and'Ih. spite of the stream, and 
Keetem and ebove by Stavernisse, while the holes in the bottom, these'chapeurs 
1X0^ ships were moored in the West succeeded in crossing, without losing a 
Scheldt,* frod Bonselen to Saarland. This single man. _ What increases the merit of 
being our utuatioh, we were somewhat this cnteipHse is, the necessity under 
exposed ; but when the enemy perceived which they were of undertaking it pre- 
tikat we were up the Sloe, and that our cisely at 3 o’clock of the,afternoon, when 
Icemen were arrived at Elleweutsdyk the ebb was at the lowest: at which time 
where he stood in great force, he thought a gloomy tempest deprived the soldiers of 
himself more exposed than we were; for the sight of the island and fort. The short 
during the evening and night, he withdrew duration of the ebb did notallow a greater 
on the one side to Flushing, and on the number of men to wade over; and the 


other behind Zierikzee, and in the Room- 
pot.—When our riflemen came to Elle- 


army remained on the shore for a long time, 
uneasy concerning the detachment, as the 


weutsdyk, the enemy who occupied that continuance of the storm did not permit 
village retreated, and.our voltigeurs made them to perceive whether the fort defended 
X few prisoners. SerjeanlTSmit alone took itself.—A,t length, at seven in the even- 
four Englishmen prisoners, so muchwete ing, the Dutch flag was seen waving oh the 
they confounded.—Since yesterday morn- fort. An express was thdn sent to Ant¬ 
ing the enemy had not approached South werp. The prince, general in chief of the 
Beveland; he occupies Walcheren, and is French army, was informed of it at nine in 
raising six or seven batteries, each of four the evening, and ,announced it at the 

S iieces, on the Sloe-bank, in order to de- Theatre of the city—The chasseurs and 
end the passage.—Leaving general Bruno carbiniers were received by the inhabitants 
the care of watching the enemy, I yester- of Bathz, with the most lively demonstra- 
day proceeded to Batz, taking with tlie tions of joy, amid the continued shouts of 
captain of engineers Van Ingen, a distin- Long live the King! Gen.Heiligers praises 
.^uisbcd young oflicer, whom I cannot the intrepidity' and valour of captains 
too strongly recommend to your Majesty. Schuurmen anuTabor, aswellasofthe Jiew- 
—^'Intelligence which arrived y^terday tenants of engineers Cornabe and Wolf de 
evening, announces that the enemy is eva- Westerholt. It was impossible for the 
cuating Ter-Vere. Your Majesty may be liftle corps to.make great haste, surround- 
assured, that I shall take all possible care ed by dangers; and yet obliged to end 


been here, prepared every thing for car- His Majesty, desirous to recognise the 
rytng on my operations. I am about in- service rendered by these brave^ien, and 
stantly to depart from hence. the dangers, to which they exposed theoi- 

, ‘'.Marshal Dcmonceau,” selves, without any hope of retreating, and 

without being terrifled by the numbers of 
Amsterdam, Sept. 7,—The following are the foe ; wfio, they knew, were pn the 
the. particulars contained in the Olheial Re- opposite side of the river, has rewarded 
poi;k concerning the passage of our army them, through general Heiligers, by ex- 
from Braoant to South Beveland:—On the pressing to him his satisfaction at their 
*thiO%t.-geivBral Heiligers, in consequence conduct. He hps granted promotion to 
of iatelligence gained by reconnojU-ing a the before mentioned olBcers; and ordered, 
few days before, placed himself at the that, without distinction of rank, all those 
pi a company of vohigeurs oftithe who were in the detachment of general 
ist regimerrt of chasseurs, and a cempfiny Heiligers, should wear ol» the. left side of 
of earhifiieia, and, during the ebb, avail- (he coat , sm embroidered sabre. The 
ing himself of the distance at which the soldiers, and .non-commissioned OlBoers, 
&gtiih ship* wei-e, waded with his party shall; durihg the campaign, enjoy doahl# 
'upto thmr shoulders in the water, over a pay. 
passage ofMnore than a league, and of » 
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“ The pedi>le of Vienna seem to vie with each other in demonstrations of love and veneration of the 
“ Eoiper tr Nafwleon, whom they justly reg.-tid as their deliverer. They have entered into a volun- 
“ tiry subscription, for the purpose of ereotini; a statue'of him in bronze; and, they propose holding a 
" Juii/ee on the ainnversary of the battle of Wagram.’'-—— Moniteub. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITIGS. 

The Jubilee. --This would seem to be 

tlie year qf Jubilees; for, the people of 
Warsaw, of Madrid, of Vienna, of Naples, 
and of many other places, arc, by the 
public prints, said to be maltii^ bonfires 
and illurninaticyis, and singing Te Deums; 
that is to say, singing psalms of praise to 
God. It is true, indeed, that, in these in¬ 
stances, God is to be thanked for the birth, 
life, and deeds of the Emperor Napoleon, 
and “ for the manifold blessings enjoyed 
under his benignant swaywhereas our 
jieoplc propose to thank God in form,, to 
.sing psalms of praise to their Creator, for 
the birth^ life, and deeds of our King, and 

for the blessings enjoyed under his be- 
fiiguant sway and, moreover, to be¬ 
stow, at the same time, a few execrations 
upon that same Na[>oleon, on whom ,the 
other nations of Europe are bestowing so 
magiy blessings, and whom ouv people 
as.Wrt to be a despot, a jncrciless squeezer 
and grinder of his abject subjects, and, 
indeed, whom some of them accuse of 
being a most profound hypocrite himself, 
while every, aye every, member of his 
family, female as well as male, is so cor¬ 
rupt in heart and so loathsome in carcass^ 
as to be fit for little else than to be thrown 

to the dung-hill.-Buonaparte’s people 

never describe, in tjiis waji, our sovereign 
and his family ; or, I Lave missed the de¬ 
scriptions ; but, ought not our jubilee 
people to be cautious’bow they thus de¬ 
scribe a sovereign, whom so many cities 
and nations seem resolved to honour with i 
public rejoicings ? Surely those who live 
under a man’s sway must know him best ? 
The people at Paris must know tlie Em-: 
peror N^oleon better than we cart krtow 
him. Tney' raay have a taste 'difthrent I 
from ours; !bal, ^en, observe, our taste is j 
as different from theirs. Our people think 
it strange, that the French can like such a 
sovereign as Napoleon; but, our people 
should ndt forget, that it is possible, that 
tlm French nn»y think it as strange, that 


we should like such a sovereign as George 
the Third. In short, seeing that the 
French are our enemies, and are likely to 
continue such, I think we act very, impru¬ 
dently in goading them in this way about 
their state of slavery.” It appears to 
me, that our wise way would be to let 
them remain in ignorance oi the greatbless- 
ings, which we exclusively enjoy, and 
which, hitherto, they have not seemed dis- - 
posed to envy us. Why should we fret 
ourselves about their slavery ? Let them 
be slaves, if they choose it, so long as vk 
remain so free and so happy.—— rit is 
peculiarly unfortunate, too, that these 
“ wretched slaves” should be, as it were 
out of mere spite, making yaZuYm all over 
the Empire, and praising God for pTeserijr 
ing the life, and prolonging the reign, of 
the man, who, as our people assert, rules 
them with a rod of iron, and robs them 
almost of the necessaries of life. In an¬ 
swer to this, our jubilee people tell us, 
that these indications of loye and gratitude 
are not sincere ; that the people, the real 
people, of France, Austria, Spain, Italy, 
Poland, Sec. Sec. hate him and his autho¬ 
rity, and every limb and branch and shoot 
and bud of his debauched and corrupted 
family, than which, as is asserted, therjt 
is not, in all history, ancient ormodern, an 
(instance of any one fahiily, in any nation, 
or in any rank of life, more completely 
void of every thing like principle, whether 
of morality or of honour ; and, that, of 
course, so far from rejoicing, and jifraising 
God.'for his existence, they would, if left 
to their own will, if unrestrained by the, 

I innrurtterableT:roops that evdry where have 
a bajtonet pointed at their breasts, put up 
public prayers jfer bis fextermination, lest, 
by any accident, bis race should be multi¬ 
plied.——Now, though this answer may 
do very well with men, assembled ovw 
the bottle, and particularly with such as 
are able to bear the verses of the pensioned . 
poet, FVtegAvdd, yet, I am afraid, that per¬ 
sons,f|wbbtake lime to reflect, willholt be so 
,eas£ly^tisfiad with this answer; or, ifthaj— 
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should, I am afraid they will be led to 
draw thareffom conclusions unfavourable 
to the motives of oar jubilee people; be* 
cause, if it be-a fact well established, 
ana unequivocally acknowledged, that, 
in several other countries of Lurope, the 
people do make bonfires, dance, illumi¬ 
nate their houses, drink, gorge, and sing 
ahtltems, in honour of a man, whom they 
wish at the devil, we come to this dilem- 
laa, either to allow, tliat there may be a 
thudt of the sincerity of our jubilee, or 
that, the" people of all those countries 
[all the Coniinent, indeed) are a set of des¬ 
picable wretches, and, of course, not at 
. all likely " to assist,'' as Pitt used to call 

it, " in their own deliverance.” -The 

Jubilee discussions, in the London Com- j 
mon Council, have been very interesting, I 
and cannot fail, in due time, to produce a 
good effect. The proposition to hold a 
jubilee has given rise to remarks upon 
the occurtences of the last 50 years ; it 
h^s caused .some to be informed of what 
they never heard of before, and some'to 
be reminded of what they had forgotten, i 
After having, as they thought, carried a 
measure, intended to set the example of 
boozing and gormandizing and carousing 
all over the country, drowning the senses 
and recollection of the nation in tosfsting 
and cheering and hallooing, the movers of 
this measure, though not much subject to 
blushing, have been driven to abandon it, 
and, Jnstead of going to a tavern, they 
have agreed to go to church, instead of a 
drunk, they have agreed to have a thanks¬ 
giving.— this is a trifle compared to 
what has been gained in another way. 
These discussions have, it is to be hoped, 
most .clearly pointed out to the Livery of 
London the importance of their right' to 
elect the members of their Common-Council; 
but, of this I shall say more in my' next ; 
and, in the meanwhile, I beg leave to re¬ 
commend* to the reader ,a careful perusal 
of what (passed at the last City meeting, 
and which, if I have room for it, shall be 
inserted in another part of this Number. 

PlSTbtLiNa Paif^y Counsbli5drs,— vin 
my last, J stated the substance of thf 
complaint of Lord Castlereagh against 
Mr. Canning j but, now we have, through 
the newsrpapprs, this complaint stated in 
the Lord^a own words. This, and the 
like of it, are olost valuable documents ; 

. they are precious memorials of the con¬ 
duct and character of oar-^' statesmen 
of these servants of the king i these men, 
•wshn had an their'ude a snajority of^th§ 
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House of. Commons; these far-famed 
Auti-Jacobin?; these tangtble-shape- 
men ; these life-and-fortunc and holy- 
altar men ; these men, who made war 
for the support of the dignity of govern¬ 
ment, for social order, and " our holy re¬ 
ligion these, vaiorous stand-makgra 
against popular encroachment; these de« , 
fenders of the House of Brunswick against 

a Jacobinical Conspiracy.-Come, then, 

let us have their mutual accusations; let 
us hear what they say one of the other ; 
let us put their characters upon record in 
their own words. 

I 

" St. James'es-sqnare, 1 9th Sept. 1809. 

' " Sia,—It is unnecessary for me to enter 
“ into any detailed statement of the cir- 
“ cumslanees which preceded the recent 
“ resignations.—It is enough for me, with 
“ a view to the immediate object of this 
letter, to slate, that it a*pj)ears a propo- 
“ sition had been agitated, without any 
“ communication with rne, for my removal 
" fiom tlie War Department; and that 
“■ you, towards the close of the last Session, 

“ having urged a decision upon this ques- 
“ tion, with the alternative of your se- 
" ceding from the government, procured 
a positive promise from the Duke of* 
“ Portland (the execution of which you 
“ afterwards considered yourself entitled 
“ to enforce), that such removal should be 
" carried into eflett. Notwithstanding 
" promise, by wliiqh I consider you ^b- 
“ nounced it unfit that 1 should remain 
“ charged with the conduct of the War, 
“ and by which my situation as a Minis- 
ter of the crown was made dependent 
“ upon your will and pleasure, you con- 
“ tinned to sit in the same Cabinet with 
““me, ^nd to- leave me not only in the 
“ persuasion that I possessed your confi- 
“ dence and support as a colheague, but 
“ you allowed roe, in breach of every 
“ principle of good faith, both public and 
“ private, though thii.s virtually supersed- 
“ ed, to originate and proceed in the exe- 
" cution of a netr enterprise of the most 
“ arduous and important nature, with your 
“ apparent concurrence, and ostensible ap- 
“ probation.———You were fully aware that 
“ if my situation in the Government had 
“ been disclosed to me, I could not have 
“ submitted to remain one moment in.of- 
« flee, vv.itholit the entire abandonment of 
“ my private honour, and public duty. 
«' You knew 1 was deceived, and you con- 
•* tinued to deceive me.—I am aware, it 

: ^ may-be saul, which I am* ready to apf 
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" knowledge, that when you pressed for a 
'^decision for my removal, you also' 
« pressed for its disclosure, and that it 
“ was resisted by the Duke of Portland, and 
“ some members of the Coveriiment sup- 
" posed to be my friends. But 1 never can 
" admit, that you have a right to make’u^e 
" of such a plea, in justification of an act 
« affectifig my honour, nor that the senti- 
, “ ments of others could justify an acquies- 
" cence in such a delusion on your part, 
“ who had ysrtirself felt and stated its'un- 
" fairness. .Nor can 1 admit that the head 
“ of any ;ulmir:islration, or any supposed 
“ friend (whatever may, be their motives), 
can authorize or sanction any man in 
" such a course of long and persevering 
“ deception. Pur were I to admit such a 
“ principle, roy honour and character 
“ would be from that moment in the dis- 
“ cretion of [iersons wholly unauthorised, 
•• and known (o you to be unauthorised, to 
“ act ,'or me in sucli a case. It was there- 
“ fore your act and your conduct which de-- 
“ ceived me ; and it is impossible for me 
" to acquiesce in being placed in a situa- 
“ tion hy yotu which no man of honour 
" could .knowingly submit to, nor patieiu- 
ly sulfer himseif to be betrayed into, 

“ without forfeiting that character.-1 

“ have no right, as a public man, to resent 
“ your demanding upon public groimds, 
" my removal from the particular ollicc 
"4 have held, or eveti from the Ad- 
^ ministration, as a coifdition of youf con- 
“ tinuing h Member of the Government. 
“ But I have a distinct right to expect that 
" a proposiiioii, justifiable in itself, shall 
not he executed in an unjustifiable man- 
" ner, and at the expence of ray honour 
" and Tepufalion. Amf I consider th*t 
" you were bonud, at least, to avail your- 
“ self of the same alternative, namely, 
“ your own resignation, to take yourself 
“ oiitof the predicament of practising such a 
" deceit towards me, which you did exer- 
“ else in demanding a tfeci.sion for ray re- 

" moval.-Under these circumstances, I 

" must require that satisfaction from you to 
‘‘ which 1 feel myself entitled to lay 
" claim. I am, &c. 

Castleueach.” 

Tlte Right JJon. George Canning. 

Gloucester-Lodge, Sept. 20,1809. 
" My Lord, —The lone and purport of 
" your Lordship’s letter, which I have this 
•• moment received, of course preclude any 
" other answer on my part to the misap- 
'• prehensions’and iriisrepreseutations with* 


" which it abounds, than that I wiir cheer- 
» fully give to your Lordship the satisfac- 
" tion wdiich you require. I am, &c. ' 
Georg]} Canning.*** 

Lord Viscount Castlereagk, Sfc. Ifc. 

Before I proceed to remark upon the 
nature, of the facts, as'thus authentically 
stated, I cannot help asking the reader, 
whether he believes, that -a person, who 
would write such a letter as that of Lord 
CaStVereagh, would, by any merchant in 
London, be taken into his counting-house, 
at 150 pounds a year_I take these let¬ 

ters from the news-papers, and, as article^ , 
there found, I publish t’uein ; hut, really, 
it cah Scarcely be believed, that a man, 
through whose hamls so much of letter- 
writing must have passed, shoubi have 
penned any thing so completely confused. 
At last, indeed, one gets at the meaning ; 
but, in what way must affairs be under¬ 
stood, if left to such hands ?-The mean¬ 

ing, however, appears to be this, that Mr. 
Canning was guilty*of “ a breach ef every 
“principle of good faith, both public and pri- 
“ vote;” that he kuc\V Lord Castlereagh 
to be deceived, and that he “ continued to 
“ deceive him that he pursued a long 
cemv^e o\' “persevering deception;” and that, 
therefore. Lord CasUereagU demands satis¬ 
faction of him.—:—Now, it is not we, Ja¬ 
cobins, who say those things of Mr. Can¬ 
ning, who reviled ns as conspirators. If 
the letters be authentic, it is Lord Castle¬ 
reagh ; it is his colleague ; it is his bro¬ 
ther Pittite ; it is his yoke mate ; it is the 
man, at the very close of the'last session 
of parliament, he called his “ noh]e friend.” 
Tins is the man, under whose hand and 
seal his character is now given to the 

world.-1, for my part, care not one 

straw, whether the facta, stated in this 
letter, be true or false. Not a single straw 
do I care ; but, this nobody can deny, 
that, unless the facts be true, tlnj accuser 

is a very impudent liar.-To be sure, if 

the facts be true, a point which, I repeat, 

1 care nothmg about; btit, if they be true, 
wh^t a pretty figure does Mr. Canning 
ifiake ? He demands that Lord Castle¬ 
reagh shall be removed from his dftice, 
and makcitthis a condition of his remain 
ing in the ministry liimself ; and yet, h& 
sits in the same cabinet With him long 
afterwards, and sufilrs him to plan and . 
execute ^seasure.s of a magnitude tinpa- 
rallejed in the history of this long and 
pei|||jli)s war. All this time, even after 
has'obtained a positive promise that Lord 

r 2 
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Castlereagh shall be put out of ofiice, he 
says not. a word to L(»rd Castlereagh upon 
the subject; never expresses, to his fate, 
anji objection to him ; works against him, 
behind his batk, in the maimer the most, 
eliectual; and, what is worse than all the 
rest, sulFers the management of the war to 
remain in Iii.s hands, sees him lit out . 
expedition of enormous expence, while it 
wa.s next to impos.sible'ihat he (Mr. (Jan- 
ning) could wi.sh that expedition success. 

-The remark alw.rys to be made, u|ion 

these occasions, is, that we, Jacobins, have 
had no hand in the matter. It is not we 
who say these things of Mr. Canning; it 
■ \vas not W'e who obtained a promise for the 
turning out of Lord Castlereagh, nor did we 
ever call him our " nob!e4'ricnd ;” we had 
nothing to do with iheWalcheren expedi¬ 
tion, or with the Talavera campaign we 
have laid on none of the taxes, nor made 
any of the treaties. The whole of the na¬ 
tion’s concerns have, from the beginning 
of debt and war to the present day, been 
in the hands of the " loyal,” in the hands 
of those who call us mob and traitors. 
Well, then, if these concerns'be in a bad 
way, find not fault with us ; if the coun¬ 
try be in a state hf peril, and if it be, at 
last, become a question, whether England, 
be able to preserve herself against tile at¬ 
tacks of France, let the nation blame others 
than the Jacobins for what has happened ; 
for, it is notorious, that she has fallen into 
this state, while, her pecuniary and perso¬ 
nal resources have all been at the absolute 
disposal of those, who have constantly de¬ 
cried the principles and views of the Jaco¬ 
bins.-For about sixteen years, thire 

has been going on a regular attack, on the 
part of the people in place, upon a certain, 
descriptitin of per.sons, to whom, because 
it was become very hateful, they gave, the 
name of Jacobins, and this name* they have 
invariably given to every man, who has 
dared to tfomplain of their doings. Owing 
to vario»s causes, the trick has succeeded ; 
and, though it now deceives but few 
people, Anti-jw(Ain*, or, the have 
constantly beatwi the JacobiriS, have tept 
all the power amongst themselves, *51^1 
have^tB coses, acted in direct and stu¬ 
died opposition to the well-known and clear¬ 
ly-expressed wishes of the J acobins. They 
have beateit us ; they have had their will; 
their principles have triumphed over ours. 

• Nothing, therefore, can be more just, or 
more reasonable, than for us to disown the 
concern; and, if the nation begins t^eel, 
to request it to look fwr an adwuijt 


to the Anti-Jacobins. We have had no¬ 
thing cit ail to do with the matter. It is 
to Gvr revilers that the nation, whom,'for 
my paVt, I do not fiity, has to look. We 
care not any thing about the old disputes; 
vi*s will not begin the discussion anew : 
thjk is the point; that you have hadyowr 
eitill; you have done just wlfat you pleased! 
are the people satisfied with the result? If 
they be,-much good may it do them; and, 
if they be not, on' you lekthem throw the 
blame ; to the Anti-jacobins let them look 
for a reason why they now sutler, and why 
they expect further sufferings. 

Talavera’s Campaign.- After the 

publication of thc^ substance of the Gene¬ 
ral Order, said to have been issued at Lis¬ 
bon against the circulating of bad ncivs, it w ould 
be foolish in any one to any but 

good news from that quarter. Now, W'e 
get no news; and, as the saying is, no 
news is good news. T have, indeed, before 
me, a letter from an'eflicer in my Lord 
Douro’s army which contains some par¬ 
ticulars worth knowing, and which parti¬ 
culars I shall here state, only observing, 
that I know the writer very well, and that 
1 have not the smallest doubt of the truth 

of the statement.-The letter is dated 

on the l^th of AuguS't, in the Camp 7iear" 

Truxillo. -*• You must,” says the writer, 

“ lopg ’ere this, have had a more correct 
“ account of the circumstances attending 
" the battle of Talavera, than it is in my 
“power to give. , On the Islof August, 
“ our wounded were not all taken oft' the 
“ field, and, when we left Talavera, ikep 
“ were putting the dead bodies in heaps, and 
“ BURNING them. ****** 
,t * * * * qP army 

“^amounts to nearly eight thousand men. 

“ Our effective strength to between six and 
“ sevett thousand. The light brigade, which 
“•left England la%t, has^sutfered more than 
“ any of the army. Four of the ofticert 
“ of the 43rd died within the last two 
“ days, and they have now tveenty-six sick 
“ in that regiment. The men of the dif- 
“ ferent regiments, composing that bri- 
“ gado, are in a dreadful state. The 
“ jjreater part of our wounded and sick 
“ were taken by the French, at Placencia, 
“ Aropeza, and Talavera; but, the French 
“ are rejiorted to, be taking the greatest 
“ care of them.—Our march froth Arope- 
“ za to this 'place was severe, the troops 
“ haying only half a pound of bread and 
the same quantity of flour a day, to sub- 
“ sist oh during seven days, the weather 
/‘ dreadfully hot, and very little water* 
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«** * * * * * * provi- 
“ sions are very expetjsive. The quantity 
“ of sour wine and bread, sulficient to 
" keep a man alive, for twenty-four hours, 
” cartnot be procured under two or three 
“ dollars, (ieneral ***** I am happy 
« to inform you, is quite well. For my own 
“ part, 1 am neither well nor ill; but, 1 
“ am certain, I should be much better, had 

“la little more to eat.-P, S. The 

“ whole (^'the uwmunition is ordered to be dcs- 
“ irotfcd this evening. I have just received 
“orders to get ready to. march to-mnr- 

“ row.”->The gentleman, who writes 

thi.s, is not a man to exaggerate either dis¬ 
tresses or dangers. W4iat a pretty situa¬ 
tion, then, must this army deliverers have 
been in ? A pound of bread, or flour, is not 
enough to keej:) a man alive upon a march; 
and, besides, how’ was the flour to be 
cooked ? Only think of the number of poor 
creatures, who must have dropped by the 
way, during those seven dreadful days of 
march; and, think of the expence, when, 
to keep a man alive for twenty-fonr hours, 

the food co.sitiyo dollars, at least!-Such, 

Englishmen, is the war, which tlie Anti- 
Jacobins are carrying on for Ferdinand 
VTI. and the ancient order of things, or, as 
the pastry-cook orator had it. for the 
“ holy altars” of Spain. Such is the war, 
the object of vvhicli was first proclaimed by 
Mr. Canning, at tlu; London Tavern, amidst 
the loud plaudits of the Jews, Contrac¬ 
tors, Jobbers, and Makqrs of Paper-Money. 
Such is the war, the object of which i 
always- reprobated, and which reproba¬ 
tion, the hireling prints asserted, arose 
from " the direct instigation of the devil.” 

-Here is another of the feats of the 

Anti-Jswtbins; here is another of their ex¬ 
ploits; here is another of those Wessmgs, f^r 
which they hid us be thankful. Verily, 
it is the nation’s fault ; for, had the na¬ 
tion possessed either sense or spirit, things 
never could have come to this pass. Will 
it be believed, hereafter, that, after the 
fate of Sir John Moore and his army; 
after the woful experience, which they 
had of the disposition of the people of 
Spain; of their total indifference as to 
which party triumphed; and of the In¬ 
evitable consequence of penetrating into 
the heart of Spain ; will it be believed, 
thaftyvith all this befofc their eyes, the 
same ministers should send more troops on 
the same errand, and that a general should 
be found to expose his army in the same 
manner?-—Being upon this topic, 1 can¬ 
not help noticing a curious passage in the^ 
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Morning Chronicle of the 10th instant, 
relative to the conduct of my Lord ofTala- 
vera, whom, as the reader will recollect, ' 
this same Morning Chronicle did, ^ot 
many weeks ago, and since the battle of 
Talavera, place “ wrAe my FIRST RANK. 

“ of British heroes.”- -His tone is now 

changed, and he says: “ Our expedition 
“ to Spain, in a moment apparently the 
“ most auspicious, when the necessities (f tht 
“ French Emjieror had forced him almost to 
“ abandon the Peninsula, has ended only in 
“ the dear-bought glory of a single battle. 

“ Our gallant General took it into his head 
“ to imitate, as he conceived, the example of 
“ tlie great Captain of the Age; and be- • 
“ cause, in several instances, Napoleon 
'* had conquered by the rapidity of his 
“ movements, thought that nothing luas want- 
“ ing to success but rapidity. Lord Wel- 
“ lington either had not the judgment, or he 
“ did not give himself the time to disdrimi- 
“ nate between the situations in vvliich 
“ Buonaparte had been quick, and those 
“ in which he had been slow in his opera- 
“ tions. If he had allowed himself time, 

“ even for recollection, he vvou Id have seen 
“ that that consummate warrior decided 
“ on hi.s line of conduct in every instance 
“ on its own peculiar circumstances. 

“ When he had to attack an enemy like 
“ the Austrians, where preparation had 
“ l)cen made to receive him, he viewed 
“ their enemies magazines as collected for 
“ hi.s use ; and regardless of all the maxims 
“ of ancient warfare, by an extraordinary 
“ effort of seemingly desperate rashness, 

“ he threw himself into the country of his 
“ opponent, and seized on the stores of the 
“ enemy for his own subsistence.—But •ot 
" so when he entereil the peninsula of 
“Spain. — He was well aware that he 
“ could find no magazines, no stores, no 
“ provision in a country which had been 
“ so long subjected to a government of 
" superstition and ignorance, and aecord- 
“ ingly before he entered Spain with his 
" army, he had occupied nine months in 
“ preparing his provision, and providing 
“ the means of its convey«nce. The con- 
“ trast is lamenlable. The. testimony of 
“ every officer in Lord Wellington’s armJ^ 

“ who ha.s communicated with his friends, 

" is against the line qf conduct which he pur.- 
“ sued. He tfutught only of rapidity, and 
“ not of subsistence. He hurried on, out- 
“ stript his^ Commis-sarlai, forced hinjseif ■ 
“ in;Jo a predicament from which he could 
“ not escape without fighting, and in 
“.wfichhe could reap nothing but konc<Mr>' 
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by the s^rifice of oi)e fourth of his fob 
** lowers/’——-And this man, after his ad¬ 
vance to Talav,era, jvas, by thissaiiie print, 
this sanic Morning Chronicle, placed “ in 
“ the very jir^ rank of British heroes!” 
~—^What is the cause of this change? 
Why, an opution newly entertaiued by 
the editor of the Morning Chronicle, that 
the Wellesley family will join with Mr. 
Perceval, and so keep his friends and liim- 
eelf out of place and out of the receipt of 
the public money.’ This is the rea,son, 
and the only reason, of this change of lan¬ 
guage. Now, therefore, the Wellesleys 
are to he pulled down as much as possible. 
Oh! these are miserable politics, Mr. 
Perry. Really it were tar better for you 
to hjre out the xvkole of y^our colunin.s in 
a sort of backbiting advcrtispnicnts aud 
paragraphs against individuals, whom you 
envy, than to endeavour with practices 
like these to kefep up tlie show, the mock- 

• ery, of public writing.-In quitting, for 

the present, this subject of tlie Talavera 
Campaign, it may not be amiss to notice, 
that, some days ago, there appeared in the 
London news-papers, a paragraph, an¬ 
nouncing, in very concise terms, the arrival 
of George Fitz.-Clamence, Esq. from 
Spain. Now', 1 do remember me of a 
youtli of this name, who ‘a'erit out, vvas 
said, in the army of Sir Arlliur Wellesley, 
and about whose lion-hearted disposition, 
whose terrible eagerness to he at the 
French, a vast deal yvas said in the news¬ 
papers. Does not the reader recollect 
that he was said to have driven a great 
many post-horses nearly to death,^ in 
order to get to Portsmouth in time? 
Doubtless, jf he he come home, business of 
great importance must have brought him ; 
and flreretbre, I did expect, that, before 
now, we should have had some iinpor- 
. tant news communicated to us.—^—It is 
very curious to observe what has taken 
place as te the Embassy to Spain. First 
Mr. Fre 4 ^e, one of the partners in the firm 
of Anti-Jacobin prose and poetry, was ap- 
uinted by Mr. Canning, another of the 
rm.to Tepresoa^Anujesty, NEAR thekjn'g 
of Spain, Ferdinand VIl,gwlio was safe in 
Franctv in of Napoleon’s palaces* 
where be was at best a state prisoner. 
This gentieman has been immortaliEed by 
a hrotiier of Sir John MoQi»e, who has pub¬ 
lished a book, in jusiification of the con- 
, duct of the unfortunate general, and in 
which b;)Ok Mr. FrOre makes h conspicu¬ 
ous figure. Next, Marquis Wellesley is 
in order to taki^ the plact: of Mr. 


Frere, but with a higher rank ; and now, 
if report be true, he is to com# home, and 
Mr. Frere’s brother h to s\i])p\y his place. 

--1 should like to see the items of charge 

against this nation for the Spanish Em¬ 
bassy. Good God, what expeace!- 

Oh I but 1 camiot away with thi.s notion 
of recalling Marquis Weilt;slcy. This is,' 
1 will frankly couless it, a mortification 
that I shall scarcely survive. What! 
bring away our Eastern cotiqueror, before 
be can well have begun to arrange his 
plans ? He was sent, we were told, to 
infuse spirit into the Junta, and hardly 
can he have begun to blow, when he is to 
be called home again. No, no : he must 
not come yet. I’ll petition the King to 
be graciously pleased to keep him there, 
’till he has measured his strength with 
Buonaparte. Have not tli’e wise men, 
who write in the Morning Post and the 
Courier, always told us, that the jVl|j|||uis 
was the only man to vn‘’-foh Buonaparte ? 
Why not let him remain, then", in a place 
vvhere he will have a fair chance of giving 

effect to our long-ontertaincd wishes ?- 

This recal of the Marquis, iftruc, is a very 
grievous thing. Tlie Marquis xoent out xvhm 
Buonaparte vm said to have bcendtfeuttd at 
Aspern; and, shall it be said, that he 
comes home now, when Buonaparte may 
be expected to return speedily to Spain? 
Ohjhio! For the world 1 would not have 
the noble Marquis come back, till the 
contest in Spain is completely decided. J 
think, too, that, under the pigesent cir¬ 
cumstances, he will not come back. Let 
us, howiever, keep our eye upon the Pe¬ 
ninsula, and see what moves are made. 
There is Htt)e fear but things will go well 
at last, if we do but observe narro;>’jy, and 
, iter m what we observe, not suflering 
our attefition to be drawn off by Tlmatre- 
mws, or by the teasting, and boozing and 
canting of the Jews and Contractors. 

Jacobin Guineas.-- That hisMajesty’s 

own portrait, stamped on gold too, and in a 
year of jubilee, should be concerned iii a 
conspiracy against htm and his govern¬ 
ment, would be a thing not to be believed, 
if it was not so positively asserted by so 
many credible witnesses.——The hired 
news-papers do, indeed, throw the blame, 
not upon the guineas, but upon those who 
buy them up, whither to /ward or to ex¬ 
port. -This will not do. It is the guineas 
themselves that are to blame, if any one 
is, for their,retreat from circulation. They 
will not stay to circulate amongst go much 
dirty, ilhlitoking, worthless paper. Nbi» 
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of your imputations against us Jacobins of 
flesh and bJoo^d, therefore. If tlitre be 
jacobinism at the bottom of the evil, it is 
in the guiacas themselves and not in us. 
To be sure, I must, for -myself, confess, 
that I s^ish success to the guineas; that 1 
wish them to beat the nasty mashed rags ; 
that I wish to isee some of the thoustuids 
upon thousands of those who are' gulling 
the pnblic, and, in fact, cheating them, re¬ 
duced to follow some honest occupation ; 
but 1 never will-allow, that we Jacobins 
have bad any hand in this any more than 
in the war-matters. The " great-mm-now- 
" no-more;” that object of the joint praises 
of Lord Grenville and* Lord Grey ; he, 
whose debts we were taxed to pay ; he, 
whom to bury and to raise a monument to 
whose memory^ we were taxed ; aye, that 
was the man, the grand financier, who ma- 
nag^all the. banking afl'airs, who caused 
thdnlc notes to be made virtually a legal 
ieiia«; aye, that was he ; it was that 
" great man,” who, at once, put down ja¬ 
cobins and made *' a tear of finance” upon 
the French. Do not blame us, then, for 
these jacobin tricks of the guineas. It was 
»iie, to w'hose memory the worthies of the 
short parliament compelled us to pay for 
• the building of a monument : it was he 

who inundated the country w ith pai)cr.- 

Aye, it was that idol of the Jews, joblmrs, 
and loan-mongers ; it was he, who, a*hun- 
dred times, declared, in the House of Com¬ 
mons, that the w'ar with the French was « 
mere war qf finance! Aye, it was ho (oh, 
that he was still on earth!) who, year after 
year, promised this deluded nation, that 
the French were just upon the point of 
being ruined; nay, who told us, that they 

vrere vjiintd, begsrared, and starring - 

(»ood heavens! L/jok back, reader, to tfie 
date of those empty, those shallow-pated 
predictions, and look at what now is. Tlie 
Anti-jacobin Pitt and his Anti-jacobin fol¬ 
lowers had tlwir w'ill; they persecuted, 
they put down, they ^lenced their oppo¬ 
nents at honte; they have, even until now', 
done what they pleased with all the re- 
sowces of the nation: And, lol'that 
France, that very France, which, in the 
year 1795 , they said vras ruined, isnow*the 
mistress of Europe ; that France, which, 
even at a later period, tbey bad prepared 
plans for parcelling out, now has assumed 
such an attitude, has, during their unceas¬ 
ing hostility, arrived at such a pitch pf 
greatness and of physical strength^ as to 
make it matter qf boast with these her 
fiof oer meaacers, that she has not yet sMtted 


En^and !——It was a war qf finance tbAt 
Pitt waged, and a waf of starmtion. Eu¬ 
rope cannot have forgotten his measubes 
for preventing provisions from goin» to 
France, in a time of dreadful scarcity; 
nor can they have forgotten the forging of 
assignats in London, under the authority qf 
thegacernment.znd sending them to France, 
in order fo ruin the finances of that coun¬ 
try. Well, what is the result of this 
“ great man’s ” war against the purx and 
the Mty of the French-? What is life re¬ 
sult ? Why, we are now endeavouring tool>~ 
tain com from France; and, while our cur¬ 
rent coin flees the society, of our countless 
millions of paper-money, France abounds, 
in gold and silver, and know's none of the 
evils of a paper-currency ; and, which is a 
very curious fact, I am credibly informed, 
that a great quantity of Louis d’ors, or 
Napoleon d’ors, w;ere purchased by us in 
the islands of Guernsey and Jersey, in or¬ 
der to be sent out on the Walcheren Ex¬ 
pedition !-Such, thus far, has been tlie 

result of the Pitt “ war of finance” And, 
yet, dow'e find people so foolish, or so im¬ 
pudent, as to a.ssert, that this was a great, 
statesman. 'I'hey will, in all human pro¬ 
bability, suffer fur his having had autho¬ 
rity ; and, 1 say, let them suffer ; for, it is 
nexUto impossible, that people 90 wilfully 
blind, or so basely bent, should suflw 
more than they deserve.-I'he sub¬ 

ject of astonishment is, how any man can 
be fouml with impudence sufficient to 
pretend to believe> that that was w a great 
man,’’ who so managed the -aft'airs of this 
nation ; w ho so used its resources, of all 
sorts, as to render it, at least, a mere petty 
state in comparison with its ancient rival. 
But, again, I says sulier for it they; will; 

and, again, I say', let them suftcr.-^To 

return more immediately to the subject of 
Jacobin Guineas, I have no scruple in say¬ 
ing, that I think it a subject of more im¬ 
portance than any other; and, for this rea¬ 
son, that, as long as the present system of 
paper-money-making lasts, so long will 
last the abuses and corruptions which are 
eating out 4 he vitals ofThlicountry. View¬ 
ing the subject in this lig%t, I cannot help 
endeavouring to correct the errors of ■ 
others, who write upon the subject ; or, 
at any rate, what I deem errors. With 
this object in view, I h^re insert a letter,- 
publishedi, the other day, if Motnins 
Chronicle news-paper, signed L, 
letfer, as»far as it goes to prove the ti _ 
CMUtOK qf hank notes, is not only 
tionable, but is excellent! hut* ifbewjt 




ijgflri POUTKJAL RlGISTER.----/atfo^^« [52S 


comes to speak of a tmedy ; of the bank’s 
keeping its issues of notes totVAm dm, 
bounds, be 4oes not, I am sure, fort ste the 
coqseauences of what he recommends. 
—he letten is rather long, hut every 
word of it is well worthy of the attention 
of every father, mother, guardian, and of 
CTOry One, who thinks of attpiiring funded 

property.-" A writer in your Pa- 

" per, under the .signature of A. Z. ackiiovv- 
“ ledge.s, that to purcliase a pound weight 
“ of gold you must pay in Bank notes 
“ bbl. 10s., while the mint or standard 
“ price of'thc same commodity is no more 
“ than 40 /. 11,^:. (id., and yet he says that 
, V Bank notes are not at a discount. 1 am of 
“ a contrary opinion, and the fact as slated 
“ above, and which is admitted by A. Z. is 
“ of itself sullick’nt to prove it.—A pound 
“of gold is equal in weight with 44 gui- 
“ neas and a half, and when taken to the 
“ mint, will coin into that number, this 
“ pound of gohl will co.st in Bank notc.s 
“ 55/. 16s., and when coined into guineas 
“ it pa.sse.s for only Mil. 14s. Od. ; does not 
“ this furnish a proof that our currency 
“ is depreciated It certainly does ; and, 
“ at the same lime, it pre.senrs to our view 
“ the quantum of >it.s depieciafion, which, 
“ upon bbl. 16.S., js !)/. Is. (id. —'I'he tnilh 
“ of this position may be proved by t any 
“ one who will purcliase a pound of gold 
“ bullion, for which he must pay in Batik 
“ notes bbl. 16s.; let him take that pound 
“ of bullion to the Mint to he coined iim) 
“ guineas, he vviH havel'eturned to him 44 
“ guineas and a half; they will w'eigh exact- 
“ ly a pound. Mow let us see what these 
“ 44 guineas and a half are north as cur- 
“ reiicy in the purchase of goods; they 
“ will pass for no more than 46 /. 14s. 6(/., 
“ though the gold from which they were 
“ coined co.st in Bank notes bbl. I6s.; is not 
“ this a proof that Bank notes are depre- 
“ ciated ? That they are at a di.scount ? 
'* Again, let the same f4 guineas anti a 
“ half melted, and turned once more 
“ int6 bullion, they will instantly recover 
" their former value with respect to cur- 
“ rency, and wSll^sHl or exchar^e foi '55/, 
“ 16si in that dtipreciated medium. Tire 
“ same experiment may he tried upon a‘ 
smaller scale ; buy one ounce of gold 
“ bullion, for .which you must pay in 
“ Bank notes 4/. 13s.; take»tlio said ounce 
“ to the JVIi*it and it will coin into 3/. 17s. 
» by this operation you will sus- 
* “ tain a losftof I5s. J|si.,which suan is the 
" depreciation of .currency, both in coin 
i^pd Bank notes, or, to use other terms^ 


“ it is the discount on 4/. 13s. in 

“ currency, .compared with bullion— 

“ Gold in bullion is the currency of the 
“whole mercantile world, therefore it is 
“ not in the power of any particular Go- 
“ vernmeiit to fix the limits of its price, 

“ which, for that reason, will always pre- 
“ serve its true and just value—whereas 
“ gold in coin is the creature and child of 
“ every particular Government, over which 
“ it has absolute power and comroul, and 
“ the current value of which, by varioms 
“ expedients, it can raise or sink at 
“ pleasure, as is proved by the financial 
“ history of every country in Europe; 
“ th<Tcfore, gold ia coin, viz. in guineas, 
“ is no standard at all wlioreby to measure 
“ the true value of Bank notes, and it was 
“ a want of attention to this very important 
“ point, which betrayed your corres- 
" poiident A. Z. into an error, wh^a be 
“ concluded, that, bec ause guinetflpnd 
“ Bank notes are of equal value in cur- 
“ rency, therefore Bank notes are not at a 
“ dI.scount.—It is true that a pound note 
“ and a shilling will buy as much of any 
“ commodity as a guinea, hence many 
“ have inferred with A. Z. that Bank notes. 
“ are not at a discount, this infererfee is at 
“ first sight plausible, theretbre calculated 
“to delude the unthinking; but if it be 
“ tried by the touch-stone of truth, it 
“ vanishes in a moment, and w e di.scover 
“ the plain and naked fact to be this—that 
“ the Bank-note is positively depreciated ; 
“ that this depreciation has communicated 
" itself to the guinea, consequently they 
“ are both in a state of depreciation. The 
“ great quantity of Bank notes in circula- 
“ tion has degraded them in value, and 
“ they, in their turn, have brought down 
“ to their own level the .small quantity of 
“ coin: the market is glutted with Bank 
“jiotes, wherehys-they are depreciated, 
“ and, in their fall, they have carried down 
“ the guineas along with them; hut this 
“lamentable effect could not have been 
“ produced without the co-o[)eration of 
“ two powerful causes.—First, the law' has 
“ made it felony, to melt the coin of the 
“ realm; therefore, though it may be 
“ d(»ne to a very great profit, and, for that 
“ reason, a tradesman niay sell his goods 
" cheaper for guineas, than for Bank notes, 
“ and reimbur.se himself by melting the 
“ guineas, aild selling them as bullion, yet 
“ he is deterred by the severity of the law, 
“.he dares not m^e fwo distinct prices, be- 
“ cawse^it would demOrulrate, that he, intended 
“ to melt the guineas, and thereby commit felony, 
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“ in which he would instantly lose his character, 
•* and would probably he ruined. —Secondly, 
“ the law, though not in express terms, 
•< yet virtually, has made Bank notes a 
*' Ui’al tender. Jl' a man owe you 20 guineas, 
“ he may tendei* you 21/. ip Bank notes, 
“ and should you refuse to accept them in 
“ discharge of the debt, you are not allow- 
“ ed to arrest him. Thus Bank notes are 
“ become a legal tender, which is equiva- 
lent to etiacting a law that no difference 
“ shall be made in current value between 
“ guineas and Bank notes. The intention 
" of that law was to prevent the deprecia- 
" tion of Bank notes, by keeping up their 
“ value to a l(wel w’ith tltatof guineas,and 
“ so long as the quantity of Bank notes in 
“ circulation was kept within proper bounds, 
“ there was no /Irpreciation; but as soon 
“ as Bank notes were sent into circulation, 
“ ill greater quantities than the trade of 
“ theUfeuntry required, the market became 
" overstocked w ith them, and they sunk in 
“ value, and in this state of things it was 
“ impossible to prevent their depreciation: 
“ but the jiower of the law^ had put them 
" upon a level with guineas, and ordered 
“ that they should remain .so : it therefore 
followed of course, that the depreciation 
of the one was the depreciation of the 
other, for the law having bound them 
together, Bank notes sinking in valqe, 
“ carried down the guinaas with them; by 
“ these means the whole currency of the 
" kingdom, consisting of a great quantity 
" of Bank uotes and a small quantity of 
“ guineas-, became equally depreciated.— 
“ To prove (be truth of this statement, let 
“ these two laws be repealed, and leave 
“ guineas,'like other things, to lind their 
" value vwconnected and unfettered with, 
“ Bank notes, and what would be thp ciin- 
“ sequence I They would instantly aepa- 
« rate from coin, and,have 3 distinct value. 
“ Guineas would then be esiimatcd as bul- 
“ lion, two prices would be made in every 
" commoditj'; one lor bullion, the other 
"for Bank notes; and should the dif- 
“ ference be from 16 to 17 pw cent., tvhich 
" is about the present proportion, it would 
“ follow, that Bank notes would pass in the 
" market at 10 to 17 per cent, discount, 
" and that in purchasing goods, a Bank 
" note of a pound would pass for no more 
“ than about 1 os, Sd. sterling. This is in 
'* reality about the price for which they' 
" now pass, though the fact is concealed 
and hidden from the unscrutinizing eye, 
" because Ijy the violence of law, guineas 
" have been degraded along with Bmk notes. 


" and the degradation being common/to 
" both, it is not to be discovered by com- 
" parison. The only way to prove the 
" fact, is, by referring to the true stand- 
" ard, gold in bullion.—Th5 general de- 
" predation of currency, is to be dis- 
‘‘ tinctly seen in the rapid increase of 
“ prices, that within a short time has 
taken place in all these commodities 
" which are purchased w'ilh our circulat- 
“ lating medium. The same crisis w'hich 
" seems to be now coming on iti this coun- 
“ try, took place in France ; when assig- 
" nats, being issued in too great abundance, 

" depreciated, so as almost to lose their 
“ value, and the honiblc result must be 
".fresh in the recollectiotj of every one. 

" Should the depreciation or discount on 
" Bank Notes cohliiiue to increase, there 
“ is no knowing to what height the prices 
" of all the necessaries and conveniencies 
" of life may attain, and with what weight 
" the pressure may fall upon the public ; 

they may rise so'high as to heqome al- 
" most unattainable, except by the rich, and the 
“ consequences may be dreadful.—If then 
“ we are threatened with such horrible 
" calamities, why is not a remedy instantly 
“ applied? Why do not the Bank Direc- 
q tors keep the issue of their notes within 
" due bounds? And, if they are not so 
" disposed, why do not Government com- 
“ pel them? Or, why does not our Go- 
" vernment order them, as formerly, to 
" pay iheir notes in cash ? For thety^they 
" could not keep in circulation moiffithan 
" the commerce of the country required, 

“ their notes would always be at par with 
“ bullion, and the high prices of commo- 
" dities would return to their former level; 

" but the Bank Directors may have hio- 
" tives which induce them to overstock 
" the market with their paper; the more 
" notes they can keep out, the greater 
" their profits; the greater their profits, . 
" the more they can divide in the shape 
"of interest and bonus; and th^ more 
" they divide, the higher will be the price 
" of their stock. This ^c^uiits for the 
" late enormo’us rise in the ^rice of Bank 
" stodc, while the Government funds have 
" continued nearly stationary. By per- 
" sisting in such a system, the Directors 
" of the Bank may, in a short time, raise 
" the price of their stock to ‘JOO per cent, 
or upwards, and when the temptation,to 
" enri«h themselves, by raising the pricB 
" of theii* oftn stock, is so very great, and 
“ is at the same time completely in their 
4‘ power, may not human frailty, stimu- "' 
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" lated by aTaricd, yield to the tempta- 
“ tlon.”——Upon this letter I have first 
to remark, that the proqf of depreciation is 
vefv good ; thA the point is clearly and 
undeniably established. Yet, I must ob¬ 
serve, at the same time, that this point was 
as clearly made out before, in the Political 
Register, Volumes IV and V, and VI, and 
in a very excellent pamphlet, published 
by Lord King about the same time. In¬ 
deed, if the reader will just turn to these 
Volumes, under the heads of Finance, Res- 
triclion on the Bank, Funds, and some 
others, he will find, that the writer of this 
letter has, without perceiving it, repeated 
' the arguments and many of the illustra¬ 
tions there used in support of the asserted 
depreciulioii of bank paper, and especially 
those in refutation'of the plausible argu¬ 
ment, that a pound in paper will buy as much 

goods asapomd in specie. -This point of 

an actually existing depreciation, is, then, 
a point settled. No one but a fiiol, or a 
knave, will any longer deny the fact. 
And this being the case, I am rather sur¬ 
prized, that so clear-headed a person, as 
he who writes this letter, should think it 
amiss, that the bank-stock holders divide 
more per cent, than formerly. Me should 
recollect, that what they divide is, like th«f 
rest, depreciated. I do not know any thing 
of the names of their trash, which they 
call property; but, 1 will suppose, that a 
man was fool enough to lay out a hundred 
good pounds in gold upon a thing ^all it 
Stoc/0or what you wijl) for which the 
Bank, in.the year 1792, used to pay him ,5 
pounds a year. 1 shall suppose him to 
have been fool enough to leave his (Prin¬ 
cipal money in the same hands, after Pitt 
opexly declared, that he was making a war 
of finance ; and, for argument’s sake, I 
will beg my counirj’men’s leave to sup¬ 
pose, that some one anmngst them was 
such a double-skuiled wretch as lo leave 
his laorley still there> after the law was 
passed' to exempt the bank from paying 
their promissory notes; and, supposing 
all this, it is cert|,in,tbat, unless thenominal 
amountof this man’s dividends were raised, 
he would »« reality not receive muchhiure 
than half as much as he received when be 
first put his intmey in the bank. To call 
it the sfune mm, therefore, is stupid ; it 
argues a want of capacity to Combine 
ideas. Yes, sure, five pounds is still five 
pounds in name, but 4 is iM»t the satnu^hing, 
it has not the sam« powers of purchase. 
For ten years previous to the year 1792, 
*^fhe avffl'age price <tf the quartern loaf n(as 


under seven (mnee; for the ten years end¬ 
ing efith thi.s year, the average price of 
that loaf will have been nearly about 
thirteen pence. "Oh!” exclaims some 
riCketty, bandy-legged Jew, or Jew-like 
Christian, " but that is owing to the dearness 
“ of bread.” Why, yes, Moses, it is so ; 
but, the dearness of bread, Moses, is, in 
fact, owing to the cheapness qf money, and 
that cheapness has been produced by the 
eternal workings of your mill in Thread- 

needle Street,-At any rate, reader, you 

will take hold of this plain fact, that, be¬ 
fore 1792, a pound in money would pur¬ 
chase nearly twice as much bread as a 
pound .in money now will, and, of course, 
our bank stock holder, if his dividend were 
not neaily doubled, would, in fact, lose 

nearly one half of his income.-But, now 

we come to the point that is of great in- 
tere.st to the people at large ; anti that is 
this; that, while the 5«nA-stock-holder, 
who is, in fact, a partner in the banking 
house in Threadneedle Street, has his di¬ 
vidends augmented in nominal amount, in 
order to keep pace w ith the depreciation 
of money, the man who has his money in 
what i.s,drolly enough, called “ The Funds,” 
obtain.s no augmentation of the’ nominal 
amount of his dividends. If, for instaiicej 
your lather, by will, left yon, in the year 
1792, a thousand pounds, in " The Fund.s,” 
compelling you to keep it there, you then 
received as much interest annually as 
would purchase nearly twice as much bread 
as you can purchase with that same in- 
tere.stnow, because the nominal amount of 
your dividends cannot be augmented, as in 
the case of banlt-stoclc, where the part¬ 
ners in the concern have the money-mill 
in their own hands. The fath«* or mo- 
iLhers, jtherefoi-e, who would ilius provide 
for their children now, mu.st be either very 
ignorant, or.moSt obstinate brutes. Seeing, 
however, that it is entirely owing to the 
base credulity of those who adore banks 
and funds; seeing that ali the disgraces 
and miseries of the nation are, at bottom, 
owing to this Alescriplion of baseness, the 
more these people suffer the better, and 
there is a consolation in reflecting, tliat 
they will be great sufferers.——'I'be au¬ 
thor of the Letter before us, in speaking 
of the destruction <f the paper-money in 
France, which arose from its excessive 
quantity, i*ei'uinds os of that “ horrible re¬ 
sult.” VV hat does ItC mean by " horrible ?” 
1 see nothing horrible in the annihilation 
of a nasty, dirty, debased, currency, 
printed, like xhop-bills, at every corner of 
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every town. I see nothing horrible in 
this/ and in the return of gold and Silver 
coin. But, on the contrary, I see some¬ 
thing very horrible indeed in the .system, 
which ini|>erce|)til)Iy steals away the loaf, 
bit by bit, from the mouth of "the widow 
and the orphan, and gives it to those, 
whom Lord Ch::j:lia*i denominated muck¬ 
worms and blood-suckers. I see something 
very horrible in that system, and espe¬ 
cially when I reflect, that scarcely an 
assize passes over without sending to 
the gallows tree some one or more of 
our fellow creatures, the forfeiture of 
whose lives are necessary to the support 
of that sj’^stem. This .‘•y^steni may, in¬ 
deed, be called " horrible it was the 
fatal present that the Whigs and their 

king gave to haigland.-Perhaps the 

writer means to’say, that the bloodshed in 
France proceeded from the annihilation 
of the paper-money. Of this I do not 
believe one word. There is no reason 
why it siiould have produced bloodshed. 
Robespierre, indeed, and some others, 
in order to SUPPORT the paper-money, put 
people to death ; but, by tlie annihilation 
of the paper neither bloodshed nor confu¬ 
sion was produced ; and, my real opinion 
that, if our paper-money was com- 
])letely annihilated in the space of six 
days, it would not create either mischief 
or trouble ; hut, on the contrary, would 
be like the removal of a long-endured, 
painful, alanniiig, and disgraceful disease. 
Tile destruciion of the paper-money in 
America produced no bloodshed, and 
yet, all the currency was paper; and 
so much was it depreciated, that the dol¬ 
lar notes, sixty four of which were 
printed v|#an a sheet of paper, were paid 
away in the quire, uncut; and, at ias|j, tlicy 
Would not feieh their worth in blank paper. 
Well, then, it ali vanished, and no con¬ 
fusion at all ensued. 'Ihe desirable 
thing is, that the depreciation should be 
f^radual; because, tlu n* the most per¬ 
verse, the most groedy, and the most 
base, suffer most.-As to the “ re¬ 

medy” proposed by this writer, I have 
before shewn, that the application of it 
is inqmwticabk, and, if practicable, il 
would be, in the very highest degree, un¬ 
just and wicked. This gentleman, with all 
the evils of a paper-currency before him ; 
full in his sight, would fain find out the 
moans ot renovating and perpetuating that 
evil. I, now, for iny part? like to see the 
paper money increase in quantity. I like 
to see new s~ho|j« set up, new mills erected. 


and I thought that i should have split my 
sides with laughter, when, the other day', 
I savv, in one of the news^papers, a verv 
pompous description of a new-inveuied nt/i- 
chine, by tlie means of which’the Bank in 
Threadiieedle street would be enabled to 
strike off its notes with much greater rapidi¬ 
ty than heretofore. Bravo! said I. Tell 
me hi.s name, and Fli toast the inventor. 
What a comforting thing this rnacbitie must 
be to Ihose who have their whole income 
chainoii in the l'und.s! What a comCtrt- 
ing suliject of reflection with thousands of 

widavti and orphans!-Here ’are the 

exhibitions , for a Jubitcc. Let Uie Jews 
and the Jolihers and the Contractors call 
forth all these uiistirahle creatures, and 
march them in i>roccs»ioti, together with 
our million and a quardtr of pauper.s, and 
let them all be brought and made to kneel 
dow n before Pitt's statue and this newly- 
invented machine. 

I should have added something respect¬ 
ing the Jubilee ; hat, the following letter 
has more than antici]»ated rne. 

VV'b CiOBBETT. 

Bothy, [ 2th Oct. 1809. 


THE JUBILEE. 

* Alton, Oct. 11, 1809. 

Sir; —Having often heard my father 
expatiate on the happy times atthc begin¬ 
ning of the reign of the present king, 
I have been led to look a little into the 
price of the Necc^ries of Life at that pe¬ 
riod, and to judge for nayself; and though, 
often as it has been dinned into my ears 
by tlie lives-and-fortuiies, la.st-drop-of- 
hlood, and last siiilling men, that nothing 
was ever lialfso deiiglitful as living untler 
our g!oriou,s and happy constitution, and our 
beloved king, and existing circumstances, 
I cannot help thinking that my falher was 
right, and that my neighbours, nay, the 
great and valuable majority of the nation, 
who knotv nothing of the riot and luxury in 
which their turtle-fed sofniriors, (as they 
are called),live, will,after fJiey have perus¬ 
ed the subjoined coraparaiive table, agree 
with ^le in opinion, that the sons have not 
halt the real comfort's, (I am not here 
speaking of the loss of political rights and 
comforts), their fatjierspossessed ; but have 
be^un to suffer; are in an actual state of saf- 
fering, and will continue to suffer even onto 
the thiptl and fourth generation, unless there 
be a speedy* and general, radical Reform 
of all Abuses in Church and State.—-That 
no reasons may be wanting why the ap. 
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preaching Accession should not be consi¬ 
dered as a memorable a;ra, I wish to call 
your, and your readers attention, and to 
impress on your minds, the state of tilings 
whenGeorge1;he second died, when George 
the third came to the throne, and when he 
enters into the 50th year of his reign.—I 
am for marking the day as it ought to be 
marlied.-^I would have iny table read in 
every parish church in the kingdom, and 
by the king’s permission printed at the 
back of the Form of Prayer.—George the 
second left us, it is true, a debt of about 
90 millions. It is now upwards of 600. 
Since that time we have had 20 years of 
peace, and 30 years of w'ar. And we have 
spent in the lust pear onl^, (of which 70 mil¬ 
lions were raised by taxes), more than the 
national debt was iifthe year 1760.—Then, 
see how the poor-rate and paupers, state 
and parish paupers, have increased. The 
number of parish poor was then about 
280 thousand, and the poor rate about one 
million 200 thousand pounds.—The num¬ 
ber, in the 49th year of the reign of George 
the third, in that part Of the United king¬ 
dom called Great Britain, is upwards of 
a million, and [he poor rate upwards of 
five millions —both increased, and are still 
increasing in an equal ratio with the naT 
tional debt.—But here comes the pifich.— 
It now costs a labourer in husbandry tm 
flaps labour to buy a bushel of flour, cost¬ 
ing 16 . 1 . 8 d. taking the average of wages at 
]Os. per week.—in 1760 it cost him oidy 
five daps labour, the bg|^iel of flour then 
being ’only bs. lOd., and w'ages 7s. per 
week. Oh 1 but say the Jews, and,Jubi¬ 
lee-men, and fat-headcrl contractors, he 
lives as well as he did heretofore,—the pa- 
rish'makes it up to him; and so it does, as 
the nation makes it up to you, but he loses 
his independence, hiscoinlort, and his hap¬ 
piness; his very nose is bfought to the' 
grindstone,—while you. Sir Balaam, fare 
sumptuously every day, gain what he loses, 
and tdl'n the handle of the grindstone. 
Luxury and dependence are more cruel 
scourges than the wins which begqt them, 
whateve r the v^ hole crew of bloodsuckers, 
bloated, three-guinea-gormandizing'glut¬ 
tons, who with Mawworm and the rest as¬ 
sembled at Merchant Taylor’s Hall on the 
25tb of October, may think, if they ever 
think all, to the contrary. 

Cvmtiarhon of the Price of tho tommon Tstetsiaries 

tf L'fe in the Years 17C0 . 1809 

Wheat pur quarter ... .jf. 2 0 .0 H 0 0 

liIalt,do. ..,. 1 8 0 ...... 4 0 0 

vJFIour per bushel. 0 3 10 . 0 16 8 

Bread per gallon 0 0 6 0 ^ 4’- 


Bacon per [xtund. 

0 

ft 

6 . 

.... 0 

1 

a 

Pork.!... 

0 

0 

4 . 

.... 0 

0 

9 

Butchers Meat . 

0 

0 

4 . 

.... 0 

0 

8 

Cheese per pound . 

() 

0 

4 . 

. 0 

0 

10 

Malt per bushel * . 

0 

.3 

6 . 

. 0 

12 

0 

Butter per pound ...... 

0 

0 

6 . 

. 0 

1 

6 

Soft Sugar, do. . 

0 

i) 

3 . 

. 0 

0 

10 

Soap and Caudles, do.... 

0 

0 

6 . 

. 0 

1 

3 

Pair of Men’s stout Shoes , 


5 

0 . 

. 0 

15 

0 

Do. Women’s . 


S 

0 . 

..... 0 

7 

- 6 

* The Duty is now 

As. 

M. 

per 

tilshel. 




Rejoice, O ye people! Let us throw up 
our' hats, and bawl out toasts and songs. 

Yours, &.C. Z. 


JACOBIN GUINEAS. 

Sir;—I beg leave to submit to your con- 
sidcralion some observations on the sub¬ 
ject of your essay on Jacobin Guineas, 
contained in your Political Register of 
Sept. 23. The importance of the sub¬ 
ject of money and excbmige merits serious 
consideration, and requires to be thorough¬ 
ly discussed, that clear and"accurate ideas 
may be formed of their operation. Per¬ 
haps I may have placed the subject in a 
different jioint of view from what is gene¬ 
rally conceived ; at least 1 wish to con¬ 
tribute my mite towards its elucalatiou.— 
There can be no doubt that gold an;] 
silver are the best representatives of pro¬ 
perty, because they are the universal 
standards of exchange between all coun¬ 
tries. But what occasions any medium 
of exchange or barter, whelher.of gold, 
silver, [laper, or hlher commodity, to be 
possessed of real value.? Why, its being 
the representative of the accumulation of 
so much capital, concentrated in a small 
compass, and which can be readily ex¬ 
changed for any other commodity rcckon- 
wjd of an ecfuivalent value. Eoi* uistaiice, 
a farnfer has a load of wheat of five quar¬ 
ters ; there is jn this article contained so 
much capital; such as,rent, tythes, rates, 
taxes, seed, manure, ploughing, reaping, 
threshing, &c. as it has cost the grower 
to produce this quantity: besides, when ij, 
is sold, there must be a profit left to in¬ 
demnify him lor his capital, time, and at¬ 
tention in producing the commodity. 
Npw, suppose he barters his wheat for 
seed, with his neighbour, for a like quan¬ 
tity. The la.st farmer’s wheat being like¬ 
wise a representative of the capital, la¬ 
bour, &o. he has expe nded in growing it, 
is an equivalent Tor the other’s. So that 
there is, in this ease, no occasion for a 
medium of exchange to adjust their re¬ 
spective values ; but, if the load- of wheat 
be sold for twenty guineas,' or twenty-one 
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pounds, in bank notes, tlie guineas, or 
notes, tlien become the sign, or represen¬ 
tative, of the capital and labour expended 
in producing the wheat. The .same may 
be observed of any other article of manu¬ 
facture or trade. Likewise a bill of ex¬ 
change is a sign of the accuruulation of so 
much capHal as i* specified by the amount; 
and is olIBb value, except there are eliects, 
or the sum mentioned can be converted 
into real properly. The guinea, the bknk 
note, or bill of exchange, are considered, 
in themselves, of little intrinsic value. It 
is their being the sign and representation of 
the amount of the accumulation of so much 
real capital ; or, in otliei*words, industry, 
labour, and profit, as they respectively 
stand fur, that stamps a value on each. As 
this is the case, jt can make no diiierence 
as to the security of the property to the 
buyer or seller, what is the medium the 
exchange is made by, whether gold, silver, 
copper, banknotes, bills r)fexchange, &c. 
so long as they arc respectively converti¬ 
ble to their full value. But, as gold is an 
universal medium of excliange, and bank 
notes only local, it is absolutely neces.sary 
that the latter should be always converti¬ 
ble into tlie former for the amount spcci- 
ffed to be equally valuable ; else a depre¬ 
ciation must take place, live moment they 
cannot be exchanged for cash, which wjll 
shew' itself in the advance of the prices of 
wheat and other commodities. To make 
this clear, the price of wiieat, at the com¬ 
mencement *if the late war, in Mr. Pitt’s 
administration, averaged about 1 i/. per 
load. When new loans and fresh taxes 
were required to carry on the war, it be¬ 
came necessary, on every additional loan 
and tax, coin and issue annually a cer¬ 
tain number of new bank notes to the 
amount of the interest on the loan or 
money borrowed ; aijd so on, each suc¬ 
ceeding year, as more money w'as want¬ 
ing, the bank notes progressively in¬ 
creased and accumulated. Whether the 
notes were made by the bank of England 
or private banks makes no difference, 
i Let us now see the operation of the fund¬ 
ing system and taxation in increasing tbt; 
quantity of bank paper, diminishing its 
value, annihilating the circulation of gui¬ 
neas, and increasing the price of every 
necessary of life, and article, of consump¬ 
tion.-—I will take as a standard the above 
average of wheat, viz. 14/. per load at the 
beginning of the late war, and that taxes 
directly or indirectly have been laid on 
Iht farmer to th« amount of 4/. per load 


on the wheat he grows. What is the con- 
.sequence.^ If he grew 14 loads of wheat 
annually, before the additional taxes toolc 
place, he mu.st either grow four loads more, 
or ri.se the price -f/. a load to gain as much 
as before. For the sake of a statement, 
say this kingdom grows one million of 
loads of wheat in a year; instead of 14 
millions of pounds in gold or bank notes 
to effect the exchange, it will require IS 
millions to be circulated to answer the 
same purpose. If we apply this reasoning 
to every kind of duty, exci.se, euslpni. and 
tax, what an immense value in bank paper 
is required to circulate all the exchangeable 
p."opcrty and revenue of the kingdom. For 
the more any article is burdened the more 
nominal money at least it requires to pur¬ 
chase it, and tliat, added to the original 
price, make things dear. Now, as each 
succeeding year of the war has Jtugmented 
the taxi s, continual fresh issues of bank 
notes became jiecessary to keep up the 
exchange of the encreased prices of every 
necessary mid luxury of life, and to pay 
the accumulating interest on the loans. 
Tile consequence of which has been, that, 
as guineas do not encrease so fast as bank 
notes, the latter have driven the former 

cait of circulation.-^There is a certain 

quantity of money necessary for the ex¬ 
change and circulation of the trade of the 
whole empire, and there should subsist a 
mutual balance in value between bills and 
cash, for them to obtain a like currency 
together. In wbai way has the issuing of 
such immense numbers of bank notes, and 
the restriction on the bank of England, 
operated to the depreciation of their note.s, 
and the withdrawing, or rather annihilating 
the appearance of guineas in circulation ? 
I believe it will be allowed, that, if there 
was an equal quantity in value of cash and 
bills in circulation, every not6 would then 
have its corre.spondent value, and might 
be readily exchanged for ca.sb; but as there 
is onij' a certain amount of money neces¬ 
sary to carry on the, trade of the kingdom, 
and supposing there is e» sufficiency and 
an equal value in bills anil cash to aii- 
.sww this purpose, what must the na¬ 
tural consequence be of doubling, or 
quadrupling, the number of notes, and not 
the cash ? Why,^ to be sure, the guineas 
become unnecessary, being superseded by 
the excessive number of notes. The gui¬ 
neas will be hoarded, and net the notes, 
and soon find their way into bankers, or 
merchants hands. But as guineas are pre¬ 
cious things, and the b;uiker or merchant. 
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who has ten or tweiity thonsand of tliem 
by hiiiS, will not chuBC, I should iinagiiie, 
to let them lay long dormant in his iron 
chest, but s^t his wits to worl: how to 
tarn them to'profit, which, if lie cannot do 
at honle, be well knows that foreigners are 
as ranch enamoured of his majesty’s like¬ 
ness in the shape of a guinea, as natives. 
'There is such a warmtli in the colouring, 
such weight and s’rengih in (he composi¬ 
tion, that it is next to an impossibility 
they should resist the temptation of ad¬ 
miring,, beholding, and handling the 
elegant portrait of king George the third, 
and this propensity we find is indulged in 
spight of prohibitory law's and penalties 

on the exportation oj^ guineas.-With 

respect to the bank of England not con¬ 
tinuing to pay their notes in cash, it arose, 
as 1 apprehend, from the country being 
deluged with promis.sory notes of one kind 
and another, more than sufficient for the 
circulation of the kingdom (as specie is of 
more intrinsic value than papci', arising 
from its nature, as well as being a universal 
medium) the consequence w'as, so long as 
the immense number of bank notes afloat 
could be exchanged for cash, a continual 
run upon the bank for payment, so that if 
it had continued the payment of ^ash for 
its notes, in all probability, before a very- 
long period, the bank would have been 
drained of every guinea in it; and this 
demand upon the bank, in my opinion, 
shews that batik paper'was then beginning 
tb be depreciated and the present cause of 
its value and slow depreciation, arise from 
the payments of the revenue of the. coun¬ 
try being made by it. Thus, it become, 
the representative of real property, taken 
frofTi the public, to pay the interest of the 

notional debt, and carry on the war.- 

The effect of the. national debt, or im-, 
mense revenue levied on the nation, has 
been, end still continues to be, an increase 
ia the^ price of every commodity; but, 
when, every necessary of life advances, 
labour advances likewise, and this again 
advances the aKicle produc;gd, or ..manu¬ 
factured; and thus every tax ultimately 
falls on the c«>nsHmer ; but, as taxes'in- 
crease, the means of the public must keep 
pace with them, else they remain unpro¬ 
ductive ; and, as they .are productive, a 
farther advance of every thing takes 
place; the consequence is, more bank notes 
ase required to keep up the excliange,and a 
fiirther reduction of theirvalue,in compari¬ 
son with Specie is the consequence.—i- 
Altbough- (be above observi tioas cdhtain* 


many well known truisms,. yet I thought 
they might'be useful, in order to lay a 
foundation on which some abler pen might 
build a further superstructure.—I remain. 
Sir, "your most obedient servant, Tiio. 
Bern..^iid, Mitchelmarsh, Stpt. 28, 1809. 


PARUAMENTARY REIplM. 

To the Atuhor qf " An Impartial Exarm- 
nation qf Sir F. liurdett’s Plan of Par- 
, liamentaty Reform,” published ly Bone 
and Hone. 

Enfield, '.i\st August, 1809. 

Sir;—The tenour of your “Examina¬ 
tion” evincing your respect for the liber¬ 
ties of your country, that re.spect On your 
part will, I trust, insure me your thanks, 
if 1 shall convince you tliat, in one very 
important particular, you have not only 
misconceived the meaning of the baronet' 
but have likewise misunderstood a funda¬ 
mental principle of the English govern¬ 
ment.—It appears. Sir, from pp. 9, I f, 22, 
&c. you take for granted that a |)arlia- 
ment of “ constitutional duration” mus! 
be a triennial parliament; w hich I am in¬ 
clined to believe is not the opinion of sir I, 
Burdett; as I trust I shall convinoe yoa 
that it is not consistent with the constitu¬ 
tion.—Had we,*Sir, in politics, a.s we have 
inr religion, a written covenant or testa¬ 
ment, a simple reference might in a mo¬ 
ment decide this question : But, denied 
such aid, we must, in the first place, en¬ 
deavour to ascertain, by definition and 
facts, w'hat the constitution is; and then 
refer to it for a decision. The constitu 
tion then may be defined to be, ‘ Certair 
' points of national agreement touchinf; 
► ‘ civil government, and those’ principle; 
‘ on which the security of our natural 
‘ rights depends.’ Respecting paints o1 
national agreement, 1. shall go no furthei 
than merely to notice, that, for the ori¬ 
ginating of laws, the nation has agreed or 
a legislature of king, lords, and commons^ 
and, for the application of laws, on tria 
by jury ; in one of which the law is made 
and in the other administered, by repre¬ 
sentatives ; whence it appeare that repre- 
sentation is, the great leading priticiple oi 
our polity. 

Parliamentary Representation and Po¬ 
litical Liberty-are convertible terms : Bui 
Representation is far less a personal that 
a social right: And it has relation, noi 
o«ly to a constituent body of electors, bul 
likewise to time. No individual free¬ 
holder can properly declaife : * I rfected 
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' A. B. member for the county;, and 
* therefore be is mv representative But 
the collective oody may correctly say,. 
' We co.ose him ; and therefore he is our 
‘ representative.’ |i 

Then again, when we speak of the 
freeholders of Middlesex, or other county, 
as a constituent body, there are two dis¬ 
tinct senies in which we may use the 
phrase ; for vve may either mean the 
freeholders who at the tima or period of 
•peaking compose the body, or we may 
mean the body politic of the county as a 
permanent community, without reference 
to the individuals who at tlie time or ]ic- 
riod of speaking bappeiT to compose that 
body. But it must be apparent that the 
freeholder.s who, at the period of an 
election, shall l^ave a right to choose a 
person to represent their county, cannot, 
by virtue of that election, confer on the 
chosen person a right of representing a 
succeeding generation of the freeholders. 
In the nature of things, there must there¬ 
fore be some limit in point of time, or du¬ 
ration, to the authorit}^ of parliamentary 
representatives.—How, Sir, .shall we ar¬ 
rive at a correct idea of this limit ? Shall 
we, like too many, put entirely out of our 
rtnisideration the constitution, and pre¬ 
scribe a limit according to our own fancy 
or judgment ? Surely not! Such limit 
cannot be thought to depend on any 
imagined expediency in the opinion of 
this, or of that man ; but must be founded 
on some principle of free government. 
Not, Sir, that expediency is to be wholly 
disregarded: no; it is to be duly, but not 
exclusively considered ; so that it may 
go hand in hand with ju.sticc and liberty. 

With relferenec tlien to expediency, we 
ought to reraqinber, that we are subject to 
seasons which yearly run their course, and 
dependent on the eajth lb*yearly bread. 
Hence it is found expedient, yearly to tiii 
that earth; yearly to regulate human 
concerns, public as well as private ; year¬ 
ly to legislate, yearly to tax, yearly to 
settle accounts. We in this country also 
know, that such is become t he magnitude, 
of the national business, a considerable, 
portion of every year is required for the 
labours of legislation. Hence we are 
taught that, lor being provided against all 
contingents, the duration of parliamentary 
power ought not to be much, if any thing, 
short of a year; while we must know 
there.could be no use, but might he great 
danger, if were to be longer continued, 
u the faithfoil representative might, and 
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naturally vvould be, repeatedly re-elected; 
it could not be even expedient, tfiat h» 
shouldiiold bis office beyond the term 9 # 
one year: and if he became unfaithitil, 
it were a monstrous doctrine, that he 
should nevertheless continue to represent 
a community he betrayed. So far there¬ 
fore as expediency is concerned, it is 
clearly in i'avour of annual parliaments. 

Let us now examine the claims of Prin¬ 
ciple, that is, of justice and political liber¬ 
ty. Man’s age being universally reckon¬ 
ed by the revolution of the sea\pons, or 
years ; and every one entering upon his 
inheritance, equally in property and itt 
political liberty, or his elective franchise, 
as soon as the period of his infancy or mi¬ 
nority has expired ; it is evident that any 
practice which militates against this 
right, and prevents this enjoyment, must 
be contrary to the constitution ; or to 
‘ those principles on which the security of 
* our natural rights depends.’ If the 
principle of duration be violated, then, 
whether a parliament have continuance 
for 3 years or for 7, for 17 or for 70, the 
violation is alike unjust; and all the dif¬ 
ference will only he, in the degree of in- 
ju.stice. For when a parliament hath con¬ 
tinuance beyond one year, then all those 
thou.sands of thousands, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands, or tens of thousands, (as the case 
may be) who, since the last preceding 
election, have attained the legal age for 
inheriting their elective franchise, and en¬ 
tering into the full enjoyment of political 
liberty, are unjustly denied a most sacred 
right, and kept out of an inheritance 
which is the very basis of all liberty and 
property. 

If it be unjust to suspend the nation’s 
enjoyment of this right ami this liberty for 
six parts in seven of human life, it must be 
alike unjust to suspend it fl)r two parts in 
tliree. When, Sir, you shall have consi¬ 
dered this reasoning, I trust you wi^ll re¬ 
volt at the notion of triennial parliaments. 
And if. Sir, we wish to know what our an¬ 
cestors considered as a parliament’s “ con¬ 
stitutional duration,” we liave only to 
open the Statute Book jn the 4tb and 3tith 
years of Edw. HI, in both of wdiicli years 
a confirmation of Magna Charta having 
been part of the w;)rk in parliament, here 
is proof that the doctrine there laid down, 
touching parliaments themselves, was ia- 
teuded to sjtew forth the constitution in 
respect of them. In the first of these 
years it was accorded, “ that a parliament 
» shall be holden every ^ear once, or 
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•' raoi-e often if need beAnd in the se¬ 
cond it -was enacted^ “ that a parliament 
shall be holden every year, as sjiiother 
“ time was accorded by statute.”—The 
words are “ a parliatneni,” that is, not a 
part, a fraction, a session, but a whole par¬ 
liament; and in this sense the phrase of 
a parliament,” in contradi.stinction to a 
session, is in the Statute Book used to this 
day.—Hence it is most surprizing, that a 
person possessing the ability of a Black- 
stone should fall into so gross an error, as 
to reniajk, that by the aforesaid statutes of 
Edw. Ill, the king is bound to convoke a 
parliament " every year, or oftener, if 
“ heed be. Not that be is, or ever was, 
*' obliged by these statuses to call a new 
“ parliament every year ; but only to 
permit” [a pretty expiession in a free 
country] “ a parliament to sit annually 
“ for the redress of grievartCes, and dis- 
" patch of business.” Cutnm. b. 1. c. 2.— 
It is surprizing, I say, how a Black.stone 
could do such violemm to just criticism in 
so plain a case; because he must hhvc 
known thatwhen in those (Jays parliaments 
were " convened” twice, or thrice, or four 
times in a year, it,invariably was, in every 
instance, by a new writ; and that conse¬ 
quently the king was obliged, by those 
statutes, to call a new parliament* every 
year. 

This is apparent, not merely from the 
fact of the regular issuing of new writs, 
but also from their ccntents. A parlia¬ 
ment was convened to consult on the 
“ great arid weighty affairs” which occa¬ 
sioned the summons. Having dispatched 
the same, which rarely required many 
day.s, there was no longer a cause of con- 
timlancp, aitd the parliament was then of 
course dissolved ; for prorogations were 
not then invented, nor for several ages af- 
terward.s. Hence it is clear, that in the 
ideas of our forefathers of that age, par¬ 
liaments of a “constitiitional duration,” 
were s*essioaqil parliaments, for none other 
could have entered into the imaginations 
of the authors o4'those statutes. 

The "great*and weighty affairs” of.the 
nation, in our days, necessarily occupy a 
parliament for a large portion of every 
year; and as n^ore than one parliament 
. in one year would be e;yidently unneces¬ 
sary, burtbensome, and extremely incon¬ 
venient, so we are now warranted in re¬ 
marking that parliaments ought to be an¬ 
nual, and to have continuance for the 
whole year,' or very nearly so, as a provi¬ 
sion against sudden and unexpected contiti-f 


gencif.s, which might arise out of the or¬ 
dinary session : But that a longer dura¬ 
tion, being utterly contrary to the consti¬ 
tution, and inconsistent with national li¬ 
ber!^, ought never to be endured. 

Swift, who in the case before us was as 
well qualified as Blackstonc, to understand 
the recited statutes of Edw. Ill, not only 
construed them, in respect of thf duration 
of parliaments, as I do, but held them in 
religious veneraftion. "I adore,” .says he, 
" the wisdom of that Gothic institution, 
" wliich made them annual; and I was 
“ confident our liberty could never be 
“ placed upon a firm loubdation, until 
" that antient law* was restored among us.” 
After language so decisive of his opinion, 
how unaccountable was his carelessness 
when in the same breatlv be say.s, “ the 
“ commerce of corruption between the 
“ ministry and the deputies, would neither 
“ answer the design nor the cxpcnce, if 
“ parliament met once a year.” But still 
this word, “met,” no more than the w'oid. 
“ holden,” in the statutes of Edw. Ill, 
can cause any real obscurity in the pas¬ 
sage here quoted.—The opinion. Sir, of 
Swift, is the more worthy of your regard, 
as he was cotemporaiy with triennial par¬ 
liaments from first to last, and knew theifl. 
well; and w'hen, only four years after 
thf ir departure, he thus gives his opinion, 
it is evidently with no small disgust at the 
recollection of their turpitude, that iie 
contemplated annual parlianients with fo 
much enthusiasm. He well* knew both 
the origin and the exit of triennial parlia¬ 
ments to have been foul and tyrannical. 
The Convention Parliament, which accom¬ 
plished the lievolutiun, first assembled in 
.February, 1689, (according to #ur present, 
stile) «nd continued for the remainder of 
that year. The succeeding parliament 
commenced in‘March 1690; when it soon 
appeared that William and this parliament 
shewed as little respect lor the constitu¬ 
tion, or for the fundamental lawfS of the 
land, as Charles and his Pensioner Parlia¬ 
ment had done; for William disloyally 
continued this parliament, without the 
srnallest regard to a “ constitutional dura- 
“ tion,” and the commons had the 
treachery to sit for four years and a half. 
One year before their dissolution they 
passed the,Triennial Act, purporting to 
enable the crown to keep the same parlia¬ 
ment together for any teiin not exceeding 
three years. Thus these men, who, for 
' the most part, had been active in expelling 
from the throne and kingdom the Stuart 
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race of kings, for tyranny and misgpvcvn- 
ment, by a tyranny as flagrant as the 
worst act of those despots, passed an act 
of parliament to deprive the nation of its 
political lilrerty, for two years in ©very 
three. Such was a triennial parliament’s 
origin! 

After an exislsence of three and twenty 
years, a triennial parliament discovered, 
that the lengthening of parliaments be¬ 
yond their constitutional duration, had 
“ proved very grievous and burthensome, 
" by occasioning much greater and more 
“ contiimed expences, in order to elections 
“ of membersrto serve in parliament, and 
" more violent and lasting heats and ani- 
" mosities among the subjects of this 
“ realm, than ever were known before 
but, instead of recurring to the constitu¬ 
tion and its short parliaments, as the pro¬ 
per and obvious cure of the evils com¬ 
plained of, they, with singular efliontery, 
and in direct contradiction to their own 
reasoning in the preamble, pass an Act, 
for giving all subsequent Parliaments 
“ continuance for .seven years.” Such was 
a triennial parliament’s foul and treacher¬ 
ous exit! 

As to ftie character of triennial parlia¬ 
ments, their historian hath told us, that 
“ when the ministry was in alliance with 
“ the Whigs, the majority of both houses 

was Whig; when with the Tories, they 
“ became Tory.”—In short, all was craft, 
faction, and perfidy. About the time of 
passing the. Triennial Bill, some such 
menjber as Colonel Wardle " set on foot 
“ an enquiry into their own venalities, 

which opened such a scene of iniquity, 
" as, in the comparison, made the Pen- 
“ siouer Ihirliament of king Charles 11,^ 
•' seem innocent , 

I have thus. Sir, laid before you what I 
know, and what I think, of triennial par¬ 
liaments; and sorry’have I been to find 
any friend of liberty, at this crisis, cither 
the advocate or the apologist for such 
parliaments. Some there are who reject¬ 
ing them in principle, as unconstitutional, 
do yet recommend a return to them in the 
way of Reform, as a step towards a re¬ 
covery of our liberties; on an assumed 
notion that the nation will be more desir¬ 
ous of triennial tlian of annual parlia¬ 
ments ; and as if all experience did not 
prove the folly of attempting^-against a 
gigantic state corruption, which confers 

* Detection of the Parliament of Eng¬ 

land, I. 121, 100 , 103. 
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I on an oligarchy of usurpers sovereign 
power, a step-by-step Reformation j To 
this assumption, and to this conduct,,! 
have amongst many others, ttine substan¬ 
tial objections, w'hich I will now state : 
1. lam myself no prophet, attd therefore 
cannot foreknow that the Nation would act 
contrary to common sense, and the prin¬ 
ciple of self-preservation. 2. I do not 
believe that these, prophesying persons are 
themselves prophets. 3. 1 cannot recon¬ 
cile it to myself to recommend a positive 
evil, and a gross violation of the constitu¬ 
tion, on a mere baseless surmise (contrary 
to experience) of its leading to a pqssible 
good. 4. I am not for attempting* to 
cheat, delude, and mislead the nation, by 
preaching corrupt doctrine, and setting 
an unconstitutional example, while at the 
same time I am ignorantly imputing to 
that nation folly and baseness, and a pre¬ 
ference in its own case, of injustice to jus¬ 
tice, slavery to freedom. 5. Had I evi¬ 
dence of the nation’s folly, apathy, and 
intonation to servitude, it should seem 
more worthy of English gentlemen to en¬ 
lighten, to animate, and to rouse their 
countrymen, by the honest words of truth, 
and the spirit-stirring influence of manly 
^xertion in the cause of obvious liberty ; 
than to' become the benumbing teachers 
of ignorance, and the puerile authors of 
sneaking measures, which are just as like¬ 
ly to wrest from the corrupt grasp of the, 
accursed borough faction, our mangled 
constitution, as our pretty little armies arc 
likely to wrest from the gigantic grasp of 
Buonaparte, the Iberian peninsula, with¬ 
out fijst insi.sting on it, as a sine qua non 
condition, that not a single English soldier- 
shall be remaining on Iberian ground,'un- 
le.ss the governments of Spain and Portu¬ 
gal shall be radically reformed, and the 
people completely emancipated. 0. As 
it is most certain there will be no Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform at all, until loudly called 
for by the public voice, it will be as easy 
for that voice, when it d© speak, to thunder 
the word “ annual,” as tp mumble the 
word triennfal.” 7. As 'truth anti li¬ 
berty address themselves to the human 
understanding and heart, with infinitely 
more force than error and abasement, so 
the nation may far more easily be routed 
to exertion for a*real, visible, tangible, 
birthright freedom, made the immediate 
prize of manly exertion ; than persuaded 
to contend hi shackles for a .something of 
which they can have no distinct concep- 
yon, and consequently no strong feeling ; 
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a.something which at best can only be ex¬ 
plained to be an appruximaliou to an ame¬ 
lioration of their condition; at which ap- 
proxiniatioa to an amelioration of their 
condition, they may hope their grand¬ 
children, or later descendciits, will arrive j 
tliat is, vt'hen the borough faction can be 
reasoned into honesty and justice. 8. 
Thirty years ago, n lien the cry for a tri¬ 
ennial parliament did (in my recorded 
judgment at the time) paralize the patri¬ 
otism of the nation, that cry might have 
its apology in our being then only on the 
threshold of discussion: But after that 
discussion has teemed with unanswerable 
arguments against any thing so unconsti¬ 
tutional, the revival of such cry at this 
time, would, in my opinfon, be little short 
of idsauity, and a presumptive proof that 
our liberties were gone beyond redemp- 
^on. Othly and lastly : The subduer of 
kingdoms and empires is abroad. No 
state has yet proved itself able to resist 
him ; because in none which he has at¬ 
tacked, had the people the blessing oP li- 
bert}'^, to make their state w'orth fighting 
for. England’s turn is not distant. Eng¬ 
land therefore, must immediately deter¬ 
mine to be free, or prepare her neck for 
the French yoke. 

Such, Sir, is my reasoning; -And I 
mean it to apply, not only to the mis¬ 
chievous error of aiming at a triennial 
parliament, but against all half-measures 
.—the uiRpring of indistinct conceptions 
and timidity—and all proposals of circuit- 
bus courses for recovering our liberties. 
For such courses we have not lime. Such 
counsels are therefore out of season. ’The 
crisis of our fate demands an instant dc- 
ciskm : we must be now free, or never. 

1 subscribe myself, yjr, 

your obedient serv.ant, 

John Cautweicht. 


EDINBURGH REVIEWERS. 

Sir ;~Altliough the sentiments of the 
Edinburgh Reviewers were formerly known 
to be against the principle *Df Parliapiea- 
tary Reform, yet, it was hoped, by‘some 
of the friends of that measure, who con¬ 
sidered that the talents of these journalists 
might have been a tower of strength to 
the cause, that the grtiwing pressure of 
our pecuniary burtfons; the daily, liourly, 
increasing embarrassments, and danger of 
our poiitiparsituation; and pKire than all, 
tile base and shameless devotion of the 
ip>uM of coBuaolU to the views of^be 


.—The Edinburgh Reviewers^ 

ministry, so strongly exemplified during 
the last sessjou of parliament; might 
have vveakeiied their faith in the present 
" practice and true principles of the con- 
“ slitution,” w'hich they have soelaboratelj’’ 
extolled in an article on Cobbett’s Re¬ 
gister in 1807, and that they might have 
been led to doubt the eftlt^.cy of that sys¬ 
tem of kingly and aristocratical influence 
in the house of commons, which they 
have represented as essential to the very 
existence of the constitution itself. But 
no, the Edinburgh Reviewers, whether 
from a desire to maintain their consistency, 
a seeming want of whichtin others had 
so strongly excit.3d their indignation, or 
whether, (and it is with some degree of 
pain that we admit the supposition.)—lured 
to their former opinions, by the hope, 
at no very distant time, of again basking 
in tlie sunshine of ministerial power, and 
which, under another system, might be 
less genial to plants of iScoUish growth; 
whether, I say, it were tliese or wliat other 
motive that secured their attachment to 
the present order of things, we presume 
not to decide: the fact is apparent that 
they have defended their doctrine, in their 
last number, with all the force of their 
eloquciue, and witli every exertion of 

their talent and iiigemiily.-It were 

hopeless to attempt to follow them through 
the windings, and shifiings of the length¬ 
ened and studied defence of their creed. 
To separate truth,from fallacy, and sound 
argument from sopliistry, wlieii bleiided 
with such skilful hands, is an operation 
too difficult to be undertaken but by men 
of strong heads, and laborious habits. The 
few cursory observations we shall make 
on the general nature, and ellij-ft of their 
'"doctriiie, we hope, may induce the ad¬ 
mirers of these celebrated critics, to pc- 
'luse with grcMt caution their political 
tenets, and to doubt at least the purity of 
their constitutional principles, whatever 
may be their opinions of'heir skill in cri¬ 
ticism, or the extent of their literary ac-. 

quirements.--The Edinburgh Reviewers 

have taken care in the pursuit of their ar¬ 
gument, to soften down the asperity of 
their opposition to the reformers, by occa¬ 
sional concessions, and friendly professions 
towards a partial alteration in the house 
of commons : but their professions and 
their assukied tone of sincerity in w ishing 
to see all the abuses of the government 
purged away, may be looked npon m 
mere rhetorical artifice, intended to enirap 
the unwary into an ack|iovvledgcuoui oi 
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Iheir principles; and they are in fact as 
decicleclly adverse to an eflectual Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform, as Mr. Perceval, or any 
of the present, or would-be ministers them¬ 
selves. They are mere temporizers, sooth¬ 
ing the country under its present atilic- 
tions, but without a- vvisii to re.nove the 

cause of them,-The impression that 

their late article on this subject is calcu¬ 
lated to make, is; That any reform must 
he inadequate to remove, or materially to 
lighten the weight of taxes under which 
the country is sinking; 'I'hat these taxes, 
and all their consequent evils, have arisen 
from the prosecution of wai s undoubt«d!y 
popular, and that the iTtUjple have, there¬ 
fore, only themselves to biame for their 
accumulated grievances ; Tl)at the pre¬ 
sent mode of ylccting representatives to 
parliament, and the present manner of 
influencing them when so eiected, is not 
only legal, ami right, but is, in fact, the 
judicious practice, and true {,'rinclplcs of 
the constitution: And that to attempt any 
rel'orin is daiigcrous, and unnecesiary, as 
the present system, under wise and provi- 
dei'.t leaders, is fully equal to tlie removal 
of those abuses, vvbicli arc; the most unpo- 
juilar and irritating ; (wb.tt abuses are 
^lot unpopular we are yet to learn;) and 
that we may hope at some future period, 
with such leaders, for a reduction of .^ur 
public debt, a curtailment of our establish¬ 
ments, ai'.d a more economical expenditure 

of the national rtsourccs.'-^This then is 

all tlie consolation that these acute rea- 
soners and able logicians,* in tlic abun¬ 
dance of their legislative wisdom, are able 
to administer to the drooping spirits of the 
nation ! 'I'hey moreover inform us, that 
“ in the [resent state of things it is tb§ 
obvious policy of a minister to be econo¬ 
mical in bis measures,” and which po¬ 
licy, “ is full as good a Security for their 
ado|)tion, as the warmer zeal and higher 
sense of duty of a reformed legislature.” 
So then we are to rest r>ur security iVoni 
further oppression in the .shape of taxes. 
Hot upon the sense of duty of our rulers, 
or their desire to be economical, but upon 
the necessity of their being careful of the 
existing revenue of the public ; the peo¬ 
ple having nothing more to give, or they 
to expect. Rest satisfied, therefore, ye 
people of England, with your governors 
present and to come, for th^ Edinburgh 
lleviewers assure us, that having screwed 
from you almost your last penny, their 
*' obvious policy” is to make the most of 
tvhat they now get!-In what relates to 
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the popularity of the wavs which have 
unquestionably brought u[)<3n the country 
its present embarrassments, the Edinburgh. 
Reviewers must pardon us ^if we reepmre 
othe'r proof than their baj'C assei lion ofa heir 
having been so. Tliey would imwever 
gain -nothiHg by a full admission of the 
ihet; for it is the extraivagaiit, unneces¬ 
sary, and corrupt expendi'ure of their 
money, of which the people complain, 
and not of any spiriiod and liberal appli¬ 
cation of their resources. The popular 
voice, suppo.sing it to exist, njay by a 
good reason for entering upon a war, but 
can never be a jiisiificalion of the irnpro- 
vitlence and corruption of public men in 
the conduct of it. But we deny altoge¬ 
ther that any of liic wars allmlcd to were 
calle d for by the people ; and we consider 
the delusion of a popular cry to be one of 
the degrading means by which the country 
lias been betrayed intuits misfortunes, and 
the propagation of which, may al vays be 
looked upon as a mo.si artful and power¬ 
ful auxiliary of a polluted admini.stralion. 
It has hitherto been an easy' matter; but 
we hope that day is now past, for the 
government to give an appearance of po¬ 
pularity to ai! its political scheme.s. The 
/noment a meaEure was resolved upon, the 
ministerial emissaries were let loose to 
counteract and overwhelm opposition be¬ 
fore it could w'ell appear. The inn;imer- 
able public prints, and liireling scribblers, 
connected witli the leaders of national 
aflairs, iirnnediatcly extolled the wisdom 
and neex'.ssity of the tliittg. Not only in 
the metropolis,-but in the provincial towns, 
and villages, the whole host of greedy ex¬ 
pectants, vvliethcr in bla: k, red, or grey 
coats, gave vent to these intolevable'rab- 
b'e in vindication of tlieir political patrons, 
the distributors of the loaves ami lislies, 
Tbe.se swarms of pestilential insect.s, that 
fatten upon the ollai, as it were, of tlie 
pulilic plunder which drops from their su¬ 
periors, infest every society, aiftl buzz 
around and poison every social company 
into which they can by jriy means thrust 
their heads, * Such have Been the tricks 
oli every ruling junto, since that blessed 
time which introduced ministerial influ¬ 
ence into the house .of commons j tliat 
precious period which the Edinburgh Re¬ 
viewers hail as tlic birth-d.ay of " regular 
freedom.^’ But this is not the. voice of 
the people; that voice is never appealed 
to, but is iW in the hubbub, and senseless 
clamour of contractors, peculators, place- 
hunters, and their sneaking tribe of fol- 
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lowers. Tlie good sense and honesty of 
the country retire abashed, and ashamed 
of SHch company, and suffer quietly the 
gro\yu»g4ujuries brought upon them by 
this cornjoran\ crew, rather than encoun¬ 
ter opetr'tftiuk, and bi’utal violence: But 
this disgnaceful apathy cannot, nor ought 
not, to continue much longer. Truth and 
houesiy must triumph at last. Mad Mr. 
Pitt listened in 1793 to the veal voice of 
the nation, and distrusted a little the sug¬ 
gestions of his own political wisdom, or 
vanity, he would scarcely have plunged 
the, country into a war, merely on account 
of the paltry pi ovocations of the then un¬ 
stable and mad government of France. 
But Mr. Pitt falsely calculated upon hum¬ 
bling tins haughty enemy, and upon him¬ 
self cutting a brilliant figure in the nego¬ 
tiations of Europe. If instead of uphold¬ 
ing this measure by extravagant exagger¬ 
ations of the danger of French principles, 
and French revolutions, he had kept a 
tight baud upon the few factions at home, 
and had conceded to the just demands 
of the major and reasonable part of the 
country; redressed their grievances, and re¬ 
gulated the representation, even according 
to his own expressed judgment, he would 
have established his fame on a much more 
solid foundation than it rests upon “at the 
present day. It is from this time that we 
are to date the rapid accumulation of our 
most pressing calamities. The rupture of 
Addington’s treaty was evidently pojmlar, 
because to abide by it was evidently more 
dangeto.us than war. It is the same con¬ 
viction that upholds the popularity of the 
war at this moment; it is popular by ne¬ 
cessity ; if that can be said to be popular 
which admits not of a choice. But we 
are not he nce to conclude, that the people 
are accessory to their own degradaticn, 
because tlu y acquiesce in an uiiavoiduble 
evil. So far from the people being at any 
time afixious or clamourous for war, it 
may l)« securely laid down as a principle 
that the real popular sentiment of all 
countries is cvcjr in opposition to begin 
war under any circumstances. When a 
War is once begun, it is true, that the peo¬ 
ple may be artfully led by a thousand 
ways to give it in appearance their sanc¬ 
tion, Even the best feelings of their na- 
tore ; honour,, national-pride, patriotism, 
may be entrapped into this service. But 
it would' be highly unjust, therefore, to 
reproach them With being the dduse of the 
distresses which the rCsult might bring 
upon tkeiii. As well tni,ght the people of ^ 
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England be said to have dictated the 
niiserable policy which has marked our 
conduct towards Spain, because it was the 
universal and animated wish of the nation 
to afford effectual assistance and relief to 
that unhappy country.—The present sys¬ 
tem of administering flie English constitu- 
lion is said by the reviewers to be “ ex¬ 
pedient.” It is pretended that the three 
great balancing powers of king, lords, and 
commons, cannot perform their opera¬ 
tions with smoothness and effect without 
narrowing the sphere of their action, and 
concentrating their force in the house of 
commons; and this is to prevent those 
rude collisions whfch have heretofore sub¬ 
verted the monarchy. This union of the 
three great controuling powers, which ii 
in fact a collusion against the people, they 
have the barefacedness to (Icnominatc th« 

“ true principles of tltc English constitu¬ 
tion.” They might as Veil have said at 
once, what w'ould scarcely have deserved 
more contempt; that in order to securu 
the people from the effects of corruption, it 
to make it more certain, and practicable, 
by making it easier to be accomplished. 

It is no information or satisfaction to us to 
be told that this has been the practice 
since the irra of the RevolutioJi. We kntiw* 
it has, and w e also know full well the con¬ 
sequences. It is because it has so long 
been practised, and that it docs at this 
moment exist, that we complain: nor 
shall we cease to jcovnplain till it is remc- 
rlied, that is, till a free and full repre¬ 
sentation of tiffe people is established. The 
Edinburgh Reviewers may flourish tlieii 
eloquence as much as they please on the 
weakness and corrupt ion of human nature, 
and on the impossibility of ms^lsiiig any 
'alteration for the better, in the house of 
commons, so long as it is so. We think 
•that there is, at ^east, as much reason, and 
philosophy too, in the plan that goes to re¬ 
move temptation out of its way, as in that 
w hich professes tq establish a Ijasis of cor¬ 
ruption upon principle, and then justifie* , 
it.s pernicious ‘ fTects on the plea of ex¬ 
pediency.-To support this argument, 

they, as well as all others who have 
advanced it, have recourse to the examples 
which occurred in the reign of the Stuarts. 
It is triumphantly asserted that their mis¬ 
fortunes are to be attributed to an attempt 
to abide by^'the theory of the constitution, 
and neglecting to establish an influenco in 
the house of commons : while the abomi¬ 
nable attempts of the whole of this family 
to overturn the constitution„altogether,are 
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-carefully kept out of sight. Hume, who 
is the acknowledged apologist of the 
Stuarts, does not however venture to legiti¬ 
mate this practice in their behalf. And in 
his Essays on Government, where it is to be 
remembered that he speaks speculatively, 
though he thinks that the king must have an 
influence there,' to counteract the omnipo¬ 
tence of the commons, it never entered his 
head that the aristocracy must have one 
also; and he is particularly cautious to 
state the difficulty of pointing out the due 
proportion to be allowed, and even laments 
the impossibility of doing so with any de¬ 
gree of certainty or eflicjtcy : “ There is,” 
says he, in this case a peculiar difficulty, 
“ which would embarrass the most know- 
“ ing, and most impartial examiner.”— 
Mr. Laing tot/, in his history, though he 
jroints out the neglect of this measure as 
the cause of the unhappy convulsions which 
agitated the country in the reign of the 
Stuarts, he is far from recommending it, 
like the. Edinburgh Reviewers, either as a 
necessary or a constitutional proceeding. 
Ijotli these historians have on tlie other 
hand bestowed upon the Stuarts the general 
chai actw, they .so justly deserved, of being 
,arl(itrary and bigoted to the last degree. 
In fact the whole period of llioir reign wa^ 
an ailtniipt to establish absolute power, 
and to destroy those rights and privileges 
of the people, which they had sworn to 
maiiitain inviolate. Are we then to illus¬ 
trate new maxims of ghvernment, and to 
justily endfoachments upon the English 
Constitution, from cxamplesoflhis nature ? 
(^ould the Stuarts have been satisfied to 
fiave reigned according to the laws of 
England, their posterity might at this mo¬ 
ment hav^ been on its throne, and, by so 
reigning, the Edinburgh Reviewers*would 
have been deprived of thy opportunity of 
exercising their ingenuity at the expense 
of their Judgment and candour, in defend¬ 
ing a system which in their consciences 
they cannot approve.—There is one arti¬ 
fice in great vogue with the op posers of 
Parliamentary lieforra, and which the 
Edinburgh Reviewers practi.se in common 
with the rest, which ought not to ascape 
notice. It is by constantly praising, and 
keeping the public attention fixed upon 
the degree of liberty we enjoy, and the 
impartial dislribufion of justmuin this our 
happy country. They do not perhaps re¬ 
collect that we owe that impartial dlsiribu- 
tbn chiefly, i,f not solely, to the ministers 
of justice being uucomiected with that 
precious “ inflhcnce,” which is the idol of 


their wishes. And they choose to forge^ 
that while we have freedom of speech, and 
liberty of person, we are daily deprived 
those comforts which rnaky the lattet an 
enjoyment; and that the former, when 
not prostituted to the basest purposes, is 
unhappily more in use to complain of our 
grievances than to extol the blessings 
derived from oiir “ invaluable” constitu¬ 
tion. The secret of this mode of conduct 
may be traced in the following words of 
the Edinburgh Reviewers, which may be 
referred to in the 10th Vol. p-» 277, of 
their political lucubrations.—“ Those who 
" expect to see a nation rise as One man, 
“ in consequence of the gradual and regu- 
“ lar increase of their pecuniary burthens, 
" must found their hopes upon histories of 
“ human affairs, and views of human na- 
“ ture, which the rest of the world are not 
" in possession of.”—Being safe, therefore, 
on this head, they consider that the only 
thing necessary to secure a smooth and 
ea.sy current to the present or any system 
of government, is to avoid shocking too 
rudely tfie public mind by any alarming 
cncroacliinents on its liberty ; and to 
leave it uninolesled in the pos.si;s.siou of its 
popular opinion.s, and prejudices. It is 
-l>ossibje, however, thtit even (hese Machia- 
velian expounders may be out in their 
calculations. K. 

Staffordshire, Isi Oct. IS09. 


STATE OF SPAIN. 

Sir ;~How little it can be expected that 
the people of Spain will rise in mass to 
resist the Fiencli, w<f may draw a pretty 
accurate conclusion from the following 
passages in Fischer’s Picture of Valen¬ 
cia (translated from the German, written 

in 1802, lately published).-Page 172. 

“ Imposts. These are divided into royal 
and manorial. The former are very inconsi¬ 
derable, and are confined to what is here 
called the equivalent, which is a very mo¬ 
derate tax on income. [Valencia is not 
subject to t^e sisas or the pdlliones, or in 
general to the oppressive rentas provirwiaks, 
which are exacted in the provinces be¬ 
longing to the crown of Castile.] The 
latter are more oppressive than in any 
other province oCSpaiii. They consist in 
the appropriation in kind, sometimes of a 
fifth or sixth, at others even of one fourth 
or one thifd of the whole produce of th« 
toil of the industrious husbandman. To 
this must be added, a great number of 
privileges or rather usurpations, such a« 
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privileged presses, ovens, shops and posa- 
das,- which arc likewise extremely op¬ 
pressive.—The origin of those barbarous 
rights must be sought in the ancient 
feudal system. After the. conquest of Va¬ 
lencia in 123S, the kings of Arragon di¬ 
vided the lands among their nobles, who 
assumed the right of ta-ving their vassals at 
their own di.screlion.—The total expul¬ 
sion of the Moors in 1009, produced no 

alteration in this system.-The farmer 

of this country, notwithstanding the fer¬ 
tility of'the soil, and his own indefati¬ 
gable exertions, is never able to acquire 
a decent competence.—Can it be sur¬ 
prizing, that, weary' of such oppression, 
he should more than ^nice have risen 
against the nobility and the landed pro- 
piictors in general, and should have de¬ 
manded the abolition of those rights, 
whioh might with more propriety be de¬ 
nominated unja.st usurpations.?—Should, 
however, a revolution break out at some 
future period in Spain, tliese oppressions 
W'ill, doubtless, furnish, the first occasion 
for it. The events of 1802, are still fresh 
inllu! recollection of every reader. Tiu; 
governtneiit took'tlie greatest pains to con¬ 
ceal them : for tliey were Of a much more 
serious nature than i.s generally sujqigsed.’'’ 

If. C. 


MERCHANTS IN THE ISLAND OF 
ST. THOM.lfS. 

Sir;—-It i.s a fact of public notoriety 
that British subjects, are by their govern- 
irtent, permitted and encouraged to reside 
in neutral countries, fnto which they annu¬ 
ally import British manufactured gooils to 
a considerable amount, and which (by re¬ 
siding under a neutral (lag) they are ena¬ 
bled to introduce into the colonfes of our 
enemies—The amount of British manu¬ 
factured goods, that, \n time of war, are, 
by the^ means, forced into the colonies 
of our enemies. Is truly astonishing; and 
is consequently highly advantageous to tlie 
English iiation.x-^The hides, Goiflee, cotton, 
and indigo, wjiich were received from the 
Spaniards and .others in payment of the 
British good.s which were disposed of to 
them, (under the protection of the neutral 
flag) were shipped to England, tlie duties 
on which paid ^ large revenue (and 
independent oT the shipping employed) 
was of cuursp highly benefiqial to the 
nation.—^The pfofits, which in the course 
of'lime, were realized by the merchant, 
hi prosecuting this trade, were fiifMly 
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vested, either in the funds, or hi the lands, 
purchased in Great Britain, for the Eng¬ 
lishman, (whose habits and modes of life 
seldom coincide w'ith those of foreigners) 
invariably keeps his eye fixed on liis na¬ 
tive soil, and anxiously counts the days 
that he is compelled to absent himself 
from that country and thbse friends, to 
wliom he is so strongly attached. This 
trade, it appears then, w'as equally bene¬ 
ficial to the English government; and to 
tlie individual who carried it on; but 
while the merchant is engaged in his ac- 
customed puysuits, he is surprized by a 
sudden dcclaratioi},ot'war ; hi.s ships and 
pioj.erty are overtaken at sea, (for at the 
time of their sailing even the possibility 
of a war could not have been loi eseen); 
he is carried into an Admiralty Court, 
where that property^ which would iilti- 
malely have been sent to Eugluid, and 
would have paid for those very Brliish ma¬ 
nufactured goods, (wiileli umler ti e ueu- 
iral Hag, he had been introducing anionic 
our enemies) is condemned as luiiigihi' 
property of an enemv! 1 ! I’liese, tor, arc 
no imaginary i-vils, but. a Inie and laithfui 
statement of the coiisetjui iic< s wlid ji Iwfel 
many English subjects, who l e-itied in tlie, 
Danish \\ est India islands, previous to the 
late declaration of war against Denmark, 
and a vel'ercn-e to the records of the West 
India Admiralty Courts, will but too 
strongly corroborate the fact.—I'he fore¬ 
going statement, although but an outline 
of the subject, will. Sir, 1 trust, l)e suffi¬ 
cient to engage the attention of govern- 
ment to the exeessiye ha;dsl)ij> of the 
case ; but here. Sir, uiifortunaledy, the evil 
does not rest: the advantages which be¬ 
longed to this port formerly, ?)f course 
ceased'tvilli its neutraliiy ; but tlie ex- 
.travagant fees, ayd eliargcs of (.fiiee, which 
have been impo.sed .since its capture, do 
in fact amount to nearly a proliihition to 
any vessels entering this once flourishing, 

but now ruined poVt_I am. Sir, 

St. Thomas, July 1, 1809. A. B. 


Cmrespondence betwetn Mn. Perceval, and 
Lords Grey and Grenville. 

No. I .—Letter sent in duplicate to Earl Grey 
and Lord Grenville. 

f <*• 

Windsor, Saturday, Sept. 23, I SO'J: 
My Lord—The Duke ofPortland having 
signified to his Majesty his intention of 
retiring from his Majesty’s service, in 
consequence of the state of his Grace’s 
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health, his Majesty has authorized Lord 
Liverpool, in coiijniiction with myself, to 
communicate with your Lordship and 
I,Old Grey, for the purpose of forming an 
extended and combined Administration.— 
I hope, therefore, that your Lordship, in 
consequence of this communication, w'il! 
come to town, jn order that as little time 
as possible may be lost in forwarding this 
important ^object, and that you will have 
the goodness to inform me of your arrival. 

■—1 am also to acquaint your Lordship,'that 
I have received his Majesty’s commands 
to make a similar communication to Lord 
Grey of his majesty’s pleasure.—1 think it 
])ro|)er to add, for youi* Lordship’s infor¬ 
mation, that Lord Oastlereagh and Mr, 
.Secretary Canning have intimated their 
intentions to resign their oliices. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

A Spk.ncek Pekceval. 


No. II .—Answer from Enri Grey. 

Ilow'kk, Srpl. 20- 


Xorrfi Grey and Grentille. [5SB 

Majesty, humbly entreatuig him not to at¬ 
tribute to any want of attachment to hi* 
Royal Person, or to dintinished zeal for his 
service, ray declining a communication, 
which, on the terms propos’ed, could lead 
to no useful result, and which might be of 
serious detriment to the ctnmtry, if, in con¬ 
sequence of a less decisive answer from 
me, any further delay should take place in 
the» formation of a settled government. 

1 am, &c. 

GaEr, 


No. III .—First Answer from Lord Grenville. 

Boconnoc, Sept. 2.5, IsOSf. ' 
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge 
your letter of the 23rd instant, and under¬ 
standing it as an official signification of 
his Majesty’s pleasure for iny attendance 
in town, I shall lose no time in repaiiing 
thither, in humble obedience to his Majes¬ 
ty’s commands.—I must beg leave to defer, 
until my arrival, all observations on the 
other matters to which your letter relates. 


Sir,—I have this evening had the ho¬ 
nour of receiving your letter of the 23rd, 
informing me, that, in consequence of the 
Duke oT Portland’s intention of retiring 
’from his Majesty’s service, his Majesty 
had aulhoviscd you, in conjunction with 
the liarl of Liverpool, to communicate 
with Lord Grenville and myself, for the 
purpose of forming an extended and com¬ 
bined Administration,.and exprestsing a 
hope, tbat.»in consequence of this commu¬ 
nication, I would go to town, in order that 
as little time as pos.sible may be lost in for- 
warding this important object.—Had his 
Majesty been pleased to signify that he 
had any*commamls forme personally,^! 
should not have lost a moment in ^hewing 
my duty and obedience, by a prompt at¬ 
tendance on his royal pleasure.—But 
when it is propo.se(f to me io communicate 
with his Majesty’s present Ministers, for 
the purpose of forining,a combined Admi¬ 
nistration with them, I feel that I should 
be wanting in duty to his Majesty, and in 
fairness to them, if I did not frankly and at 
once declare, that such an union is, with 
respect to me, under the present cireuffi- 
stances, impossible. This being the an¬ 
swer that I find myself under the necessity 
of giving, my appearance itjJjondon could 
be of no advantage, and migh^ possibly, at 
a moment like the present, be attended 
with some incpnveniencef^l have thought 
it better to request, that you will have the 
goodness to lay my duly at the feet of bis^ 


i have*, &c. 

GRENvauE. 


No. IV .—Second Answer from Lord 
t , Grenvilie. 

Sept. 20, 1809. 

Sir,—Having last night arrived here, in 
humble obedience to his Majesty’s com¬ 
mands, 1 think it now my duly to lose no 
time in expressing to you the necessity 
I under which-I feel myself of declining the 
^ communicatWm proposed in your letter; 
being satisfied that it could not, under the 
circumstances ther% mentioned, be pro¬ 
ductive of any public advantage.—I trust 
1 need not say, that ibis opinion is neither 
founded in any sentim^t of personal 
hostility^^nor in a desire of unnecessarily 
prolonging political diflerences.—To com¬ 
pose, not to inflame the divisions of the 
Empire, has always been my anxious wish, 
-and is now more than ever the duty of 
every loyal subject; but my accession to 
the exi.stin^ Administration could, I am 
confident, in no respect cotltribute to this 
object; nor could it, I think, be considered 
in any other lightnhan as a dereliction of 
public principle.—This answer, which I 
must have giveft to any such proposal if 
made while the Government was yet en'- 
tire, cannot be varied by the retreat of 
some of its Members.—My objections are 
not personal—^they apply to the principle 
of the Government itself) and to the cir- 



8591 rOUTICAL IIECISTER— Papers. [560 


eumstancf.s which attended its appoint- 
meiit.-rr-I have now, therefore, only, to re¬ 
quest, that yuu will do me the honour of 
shbipittlng, in the most respectful terms, 
these my humble opinions to his Majesty, 
accompanied by the dutiful and sincere 
assurance of my*earnest desire at all times 
to testify, by all such means as are in my 
power, ray unvaried zeal for his Majes^’s 
service, I have, &c. 

Grenville. 


No. V .—>Letter from Mr. Pereeval to Lord 
Grenville. 

Sept. 29, 1809. 

My Ijjrd ;—1 lost no time in communi¬ 
cating to Lord Liverpotll your Lordship’s 
letter of this day.—It is with great con¬ 
cern that we have learnt from it, that your 
Lordship feels yourself under the necessity 
of declining the communication which I 
have had ihe honour to propose.—In pro¬ 
posing to your Lordship and Lord Grey, 
under his Majesty’s authority, to commu¬ 
nicate with Lord Liverpool and myself, 
not for the accession of your I.x»rdship to 
thepresent Administration, but forthe pur¬ 
pose of Ibrming a combined and extended 
A Iministration, no idea existed in our 
minds of the necessity of any derelfction 
of public principle on either side.—Your 
Ijordship may rest assured, that in com¬ 
municating to his Majesty the necessity 
under whicii you feel yourself of declining 
the communication which 1 had the honour 
to propose to your Lordship, ^ill do every 
justice to the respectful tenhs, and the 
^dutiful and sincere assurance of your 
Lordship’s unvaried 4|al for his Majesty’s 
servi(K% with which the expression of that 
necessity was accompanied.—I cannot 
conclude wiiholh expressing the satisfac¬ 
tion of Lord Liverpool and myself at your 
Lordship’s assura.nce, that the failure of 
thi.s projiosal is not to be ascribed to any 
sentiment of personal hostility. 

I have, &c. &c. 

- Si>. Perceval. 

• 

OFlIciAL PAPERS. ' 

Sp.antsh Papers. —Official Account, by 
General Cuesta, of the Jiattk of Talatera, 
to the Secretary at War, dated Seville, 
Sept.l. 

Most Excellent Sir ;—I removed my 
head-quarters on lheillst current, to Ve¬ 
laria, according to what I mentioned in 
m'y former dispatch of the same nig|jt. 


This communication was made after 1 had 
seen at Oropesa, in the evening of that 
day, the gallant and illustrious army of 
the English.—^These,forces having all re¬ 
united in that town, 1 ordered my van¬ 
guard lo be placed before Velada, con¬ 
cluding that the firing I then discovered, 
was a skirmishing of our parties W'ith an 
adt'anced body of the enemy, stationed at 
that lime in the district of GaOkonal, two 
leagues distant from Talavera, and which 
in the sequel was routed and pursued to 
Casar. At break of day on the 22nd, my 
army being assembled in the extensive 
plain between Velada and Talavera, I di¬ 
rected that the vanguard, under the in¬ 
trepid Chief Brigadier-General Don Josef 
de Zayas, should charge the enemy, who 
had been reinforced with the division of 
cavalry of General Latour Maubourg, and 
I directed that the divisions A infantry 
and cavalry should march in close order, 
that thus advancing towards Talavera, 
they might resist the attack, if the French 
should endeavour to force the entrance to 
this place, as they seemed to have deter¬ 
mined. The dispatch of Zayas, No. 1. 
sent by this opportunity, will give you a 
perfect knowledge of what occurred on 
that morning. [This communication is 
proiniiied in a new Supplement to ilie Se- 
vill<i Gazette, but was not published at the 
lime of the departure of the vessel.]— 
The w'hole army followed the vanguard, 
pa.ssing by Talavera, and look up a posi¬ 
tion in the olive grounds, between that 
town, and the river Alberolie.'—The Bri¬ 
tish army on the night of the 2Ist, inarched 
from Oropesa, and on the following morn¬ 
ing, united with us, and while the van¬ 
guard attacked and repulsed the enemy, 
the English also filed olf by Talavera, to 
take up a position on our left, according 
to the plan agreed. It q as. Most Excellent 
Sir, a magnificent exhibition, when we saw 
the combined armies in a plain of two 
leagues extent, advancing upon the enemy^ 
and most brilliant and gratifying was the 
admirable ordet, firmness and gallantry, 
with which this movement was performed 
by our allies. The w'hole evening of the 
22nd we were reconnoitering the camp of 
the enemy, when we took some prisoners 
between the wood and the olive grounds, 
who could not.reach their vanguard, which 
had been obliged to retreat in consequence 
of an intrepid charge by our cavalry.— 
During the whofe of the 23d notliing de¬ 
serving notice happened. It was employ* 
,ed in examining the position of the ene- 
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my, who had again concentrated hia forces 
in the district of Casalegas, and on the ad¬ 
jacent heiglits, preserving his vanguard 
supported by some pieces of artillery on 
the bridge and shores of the river Al- 
berche, and which fired the greater part 
of the day on our skirmishing parties.— I 
had agreed with the General in Chief of 
his Britannic Majesty’s army, Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, as to the attack on the bridge 
and shores of the river before day break 
on the 24-th, and to this purpose, I sent on¬ 
ward the 5th divisioti of infantry under 
Marshal de Camp D. Luis de Bassecourt, 
in the evening of the ‘2:jd, in order, that 
after having crossed at the foi'd of Car¬ 
die I, three leagues from Talavera, they 
might march by the contiguous heights, 
so as by break »f day on the 24th to fall 
on the rear-guard and right flank of the 
army of th|p enemy at Casalegas. At the 
same hour, I pvo[>osed to attack in person 
on the left flank, and a part of his front, 
while the English army assaTled the whole 
of his right. The flight of the enemy du¬ 
ring the night of the 23d disconcerted 
this plan, and when at dawn of the 24th, 
we saw,the French camp abandoned, I 
thought it proper to follgw them with my 
army alone (as the British army remained 
in Casalegas and the shores of the Al- 
berche), with the hope of reaching ids 
rear-guard, or some portion of it. The 
news which I acquired of his route, ap¬ 
prized me that he had ’proceeded in two 
columns by*Santa Olalla and Cebolla, and 
in consequence, I divided my army so as 
to follow him in both directions. Not¬ 
withstanding the forced march of my 
army, who made their day’s progress with¬ 
out fatigulS, we could not accomplish oua 
object, as the enemy had early commenc¬ 
ed his retreat, and had proceeded with 
great rapidity. Qn the 24th, having 
posted myself in Santa Olalla, I ordered 
the troops which had taken the road of 
Cebolla to join me, witlv the exception of 
the 5th corps, which I left there to w'atch 
the district, placing the vanguard in the 
neighbourhood of Alcabon, from whence 
the piquets of the enemy were dislodged, 
and pursued to Torrijos, where a consider¬ 
able part of the army of the enemy was 
stationed. 

The whole of the 25th w»? Engaged in 
giving repose to the troops, and in appor¬ 
tioning the rations, which were extremely 
deficient. Parties of ihe^French during 
the day were employed either in endea¬ 
vouring to dishtdge us from our post, or to 


reconnoitre our situation, but in both at¬ 
tempts they were disappointed by thi’ 
valour of the officers commanding the 
skirmishing parties, who attacked them*on 
all sides, and prevented their approach. 
At nine o’clock at night, of the same day, 

I had information that the enemy was ad¬ 
vancing upon Torrijos, and that his whole 
army was in n\ovnment, but my advice* 
did not instruct me to which point the 
greater part was proceeding. On hearing 
this, I apprised the Generals, and dispatch¬ 
ed an officer to General Wellesley. In 
consequence of his determination and di¬ 
rection, and on finding my vanguard 
powerfully attacked on the morning of 
the 26th, by a very superior force, and 
the enemy indicating a design of making 
a general attack, 1 resolved to make a re¬ 
trograde movement upon the Alberche, to 
reunite with the English, which I effected 
on the evening of the same day. The dis¬ 
patches of Brigadier-Genefal Don Josef 
de Zayas, and of Lieutenant-General the 
duke of Alburquerque, Nos. 2 and 3 {not 
yet published) explain the particulars of the 
action on the morning of that day, and iu 
which the corps there mentioned acquired 
great credit for their firmness and valour, 
&c.—Thus the evening of the 26th con¬ 
cluded ; and after having conferred with 
General Wellesley that night on our situa¬ 
tion, I resolved to repass the Alberche on 
the morning of the following day, when 
we agreed that the right line -should be 
taken by the Spanish, and the left by the 
English army. The English vanguard re¬ 
mained during that night in Casalegas, and 
on the heights near it, under I.ieutenant- 
General Sherbrooke,%vith orders to retire 
to the opposite side of the river, which were 
obeyed on the morning of the 27 th.—I 
must now observe, that at dawn on the 
24th Marshal Victor had withdrawn from 
the post he occupied on the shores of the 
Alberche, in order to avoid the attack 
meditated on that day by the allied armies; 
and he afterwards united himseli) in the 
neighbourhood of Toledo* vvith the forces 
under General Sebastiani, and with 8,t)0() 
men composing the guard of the Royal 
Impostor, who took the command of the 
whole, thus congregated assisted by Mar¬ 
shals Jourdon anj^ Victor, and by General 
Sebastiani.—*It now appeared that the 
enemy wished to bring on a general ac¬ 
tion, by the frequent approach of his ad¬ 
vanced guard, and by the occupation of 
Santa Olalla by the whole of his array on 
the evening of tlic 26th.^ His ootposta. 
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then approached the allied army. Thus 
circumstanced, at break of cay on the 
27 th, the position agreed upon w.'is taken; 
and^Sir Arthur Wellesley ordered General 
Mackenzie, with a division of English in¬ 
fantry and a brigade of cavalry, to con¬ 
tinue in the oli'"o plantation on the right 
Bide of the Alherchc, where this party, 
composing the vanguard, might cover the 
right flank of the British army.—The 
whole combined army occupied an ex¬ 
tent of ground of above three miles; the 
right towards the Tagus, was covered by 
our native troops reaching to the front of 
Talavcra. Tlie ground on the left was oc¬ 
cupied by the English army, open to and 
commanded, by an election, where was 
assembled in a second line a division of 
English infantry, under the orders of Gen. 
Hill. Between this height and a chain of 
mountains at some distance, there is an in¬ 
closure, which, in the fu'st instance, Gen. 
Wellesley did not order to be defended, 
because it was commanded by the height, 
and because it was considered too distant 
to be useful in the approaching battle. 
The whole of the ground on which the 
Spanish army was drawn up, was covered 
with olive plantations intersected by sinuo¬ 
sities, inequalities, and cottages. The, 
great road towards the bridge of Alfterche 
was defended by a strong battery, served 
by our infantry, in front of the Hermitage 
of Our Lady of the Prado. The other 
avenues of the district were defended in a 
similar- manner. Talavera was protected 
by an appointed garrison, and the rest of 
the Spanish infantry, forming two Ijncs, 
was placed behind a village which is at 
the extremity of the district, and formed a 
line in continuation of the position taken 
by the English army. In the centre, and 
between the two armies, there was a rising 
ground, where the English had begun to 
construct a strong redoubt, having in their 
rear a small plain. Al this point was sta¬ 
tioned the English General Campbell, who 
commanded a division of infantry, sup¬ 
ported by the brigade of dragoons of Gene¬ 
ral Cotton, and* fay some squ&drons pf our 
cavalry.—Oui» combined army being thiis 
arranged, the enemy presented himself in 
considerable force to our view, manifest¬ 
ing, at first, an intention to attack the divi- 
sioB of the vanguard under General Mac¬ 
kenzie. In point of fact, he fulfilled this 
design before that Officer was enabled to 
retire to his proper position, buf'lhese gal¬ 
lant and disciplined troops which com-. 
{)psed brigade of General Mackenzie, of 


Col. Donkins, the brigade of cavalry of 
General Anson, and their corps, supported 
by General Payne, with four regiments of 
cavalry, posted in the plain and olive 
grounds of Talavera, retired in most ad¬ 
mirable order, but not without some loss 
in the olive grounds, particularly two of 
the corpsof tins division ,The regularity, 
steadiness, and fortitude of all these troops, 
as well as the military talents of General 
Mackenzie, were conspicuous in every 
movement, and this olficer is deserving of 
the highest praise and admiration for the 
coolness and serenity with which he with¬ 
drew this division to the left of the British 
army. The numbtu’ of the enemy increased 
on the right bank of the Alberche as the day 
advanced, and every thing indicated his 
determination to give battle to the com¬ 
bined forces.—As dusk approached, he 
commenced a furious attack by a can¬ 
nonade, and a charge by the whole of his 
cavalry, on the right, occupied by the 
Spanish iiifantty, with the apparent design 
of breaking through our ranks,.posted as I 
have before described. This attack wa.s 
received by an active fire perfectly w-ell 
sustained, both of cannon and musketry, 
which disconcerted the purpose oftheene- 
rajr and put him to flight at a quarter past" 
eight. During this time, a strong division 
of jhe French advanced by the valley to 
the left of the height occupied by the 
English General Hill, of which, witli very 
great loss, they obtained a momentary 
possession, but llill returned ttvlhe charge 
pfesenily with the bayonet, drove off' the 
enemy, and recovered his ground. In the 
night the French repeated their attack, 
but without succeeding, and with great 
^oss. At break of day on the C8th they 
returned with two divisions of infantry, 
but they were repulsed by the brave Hill, 
who could not Be intimidated by their re¬ 
peated attempts, or by the progressive ac¬ 
cumulation of the forces of the assailants. 
—General Wellesley, in consequence of 
these renewed exertions of the enemy by ‘ 
the valley, on the left side of the height, 
ordered thither two brigades of his cavalry, 
supported by Lieutenant General the Duke 
of Alburquerque, with the whole of his di¬ 
vision of cavalry. The French, .seping 
this movement, sent sharp-shooters into the 
chain of i^oimtains tp the left of the valley, 
who were sffmeked by the 5th division of 
ray infantry under Marshal de Camp Don 
Luis Bassecourti 'who dislodged them with 
^much loss.—The general attack cora- 
^menced by the advance o£ different, co- 
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lumns of the enemy’s infantry with the in¬ 
tention of attacking^ the height ocenpied 
by Cieneval Hill. These columns were 
charged by two partic-s of English dra¬ 
goons, under the commatid of General 
Alison, led by Lieutenant-General Payne, 
and supported by the brigade of cavalry of 
the line of GeniTal Tanne. One of these 
regiments of English dragoons suffered 
very iniiclf; but this spirited charge had 
the effect of disconcerting the designs of 
the enemy, who sustained a very great 
loss. At the same time, the French at¬ 
tacked the centre of the army, where the 
English General Campb^dl wis stationed, 
having on his right Lieut. General Don 
Francisco de Eguia, the enemy was driven 
back by both these (fenerals, who had 
th, ir inihnii'v supported hy the King’s 
regiment of cavalry, and hy the divi.sion 
of Lieutenan. General Don .Juan de He- 
ne iro.sa. Tin.s corps covered itself with 
glory in tlu tliarge that it made on the 
ird'i nii v of the enemv. diiring which it 
tni 'ied the column hy which it wa; assail¬ 
ed ; iin-ler which advantage, tlie Englidi 
ini.iniry, protected liy the Spanish, pos¬ 
sessed themselves of the artillery of iho 
jMcmy. ACtlie s.ime time vvitb tliese pro¬ 
ceedings, the French attacked with fury 
tlie centre of the English army, com¬ 
manded hy General Sherbrooke. The 
foes were received with extraordinary 
courage, and were driven back by the 
whtde English divi.siitn, with charged 
bayonets. *But tlie English brigade of 
guartls, wbicb was carried onwani pr^cqii- 
tately in the ardour of battle, advanced 
too far, and was in conserpience obliged to 
withdraw under the fn e of the second line, 
composed* of the brigade of cavalry of 
General Cotton, and of a battalion* of in¬ 
fantry detached from the,height !>y (ieii. 
Wellesley, as soon ns he observed the re¬ 
mote situation of the goard.s. General 
Howorth, who commanded the English 
artillery, was distinguished for his extraor¬ 
dinary courage, and performed the most 
important services.— Lieutenant-General 
Don Francisco de Eguia, my second in 
command, was posted on my left, with the 
.'Jrd, 4th, and 5th divisions, under Gene¬ 
rals the Mai;quis de Portago, Don Rafael 
Manglano, and Don Louis Alexandro Eas- 
secourt, but the latter was ofdjjjred to sup¬ 
port the division of cavalry ofLieutchant- 
General the Duke of Albgj;querque, which 
w'as detached to reinforce the British army, 
llie dispatches No. 4, 5, and 6, from these 
Generals, are'inclosed for the information 
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of his Majesty.^—I took under my particu¬ 
lar orders the centre and the right, without 
neglecting, however, the superintendance 
of the rest, and with much satisfaction 1 
noticed the conduct of the Generals of the 
1st and 2nd division of the Marquis de 
Zaya.s, and Don Vicente Iglesias, as well as 
Don Juan Berhiiy, and Lieutenant-General 
Don Juan Henestrosa, &c.—The lo&s of 
the enemy was very great. They left on 
the field of battle from four to five thousand 
men, and the number of their wounded is 
computed at 5,000 more. Two three 
Generals were killed, several wounded, and 
at least 400 other officers. We have 
taken IP pieces of artillery, and many 
waggons of ammunition, and the rout was 
one of the most complete, considering that 
we were acting on the defensive. The 
Englislr have lost General Mackenzie, 
Brigadier-General Langworth, and other 
officers of distinguished rank and merit. 
The total of their officers, killed and 
wounded, is 260, and that of their rank 
and file 5,t)00. Our diminution is much 
less. Don Rafael Manglano was wounded, 
and 50 more of our officers were killed and 
wounded, and 1,150 rank and file. Our 
artillery'was served with ability and forti¬ 
tude, tuid the names of such officers, whose 
talents were most conspicuously displayed, 
are mentioned in the disjjatches from the 
respective Generals.—I should be negli¬ 
gent of my own duty, if 1 did not com¬ 
municate to your Excellency’, for the in¬ 
formation of ids Majesty, that the conduct 
of the British General in Chief, Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, and that of the Generals, subor¬ 
dinate‘Olliccrs, and Soldiers under his com¬ 
mand, is abovfe all praise. I have seen 
the e!ithusiasm with which these faTthful 
allies have in copious streams poured forth 
their blood in the defence of our liberty, 
and no language can adequately express 
the sentiments of gratitude with which our 
breasts are animated. With the highest 
satisfaction lhave noticed ray armjHiailing 
our companions for the victory obtained, 
and minglii^ with exekynations* indica¬ 
tive of the warmest affection, the appella- 
titesof our country, and Ferdinand, with 
those of our powerful and generous allies. 

[This liberal and spirited eulogy is suc¬ 
ceeded by a list,of the Officers and others 
of the Spanish army, who deserved the 
high reward of the approbation of fheir 
Coraniaudjer, among whom i.s distinguished 
a lad of 16 years of age who killed four 
Frenchmen with his own hand. We are 
sorry eu.r limits do not allow our inserting 
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the catalogue of the names of these brave 
champions of Spanish independence.] 

< Signed, Grecokio de la Cuesta. 

To ihis Excellency Don Antonio Cornel. 


Battle of Talwera. — From ike French 
Official Paper, the Moniteur. 

The Moniteur of September 28, contains 
the following observations, in the form of 
Notes on the London Gazette of Saturday, 
Sept. 2, containing the dispatches from 
Lord Wellington, dated Deleytosa, 8th 
Aug, 1809 

^ When I entered Spain, I had a 
''communication with General Cuesta, 

* through Sir Robert Wilson and Colo- 
' nel Roche, respecting the occupation 
r of the Puerto de Banos, and the Puerto 

* de Perales ,'—(London Gazette.) 

Hole (ffithe Moniteur. —We wish Lord 

Wellesley to command the English armies. 
With his character, he will risk great ca¬ 
tastrophes. It appears that he has neither 
spies nor any accurate information; which 
is astonishing, in .a country where Eng¬ 
land has so many partizans. 

‘ I preferred to go, from thinking that 
«the British troops were most likely to 

* do the business effectually.’ , 

We are willing to believe that these 

dispositions were made; for we see in one 
of his dispatches that he thought he had 
only to do with 10 or 12,000 French; 
and it was possible that he might march, 
with 20,000 men, against a corps, which 
in his opinion, consisted only of 10 or 
12,00b; but he should have gained, bet¬ 
ter information on his march, aftd he 
would have learned that this corps of 
12,0(30 men amounted to 70,000. He had 
his retreat cut off and w'as too fortunate to 
be able to throw himself, in' order to 
escape, into impracticable roads. Gene¬ 
ral Wellesley is inexcusable for not having 
known that the corps of the Dukes of Dal¬ 
matia, £lchingen, and Treviso, amounted 
to 70,000 men; and for having thought 
that he* could qor/er his left ^ank against 
this formidable army, by leaving two 
battalions at Puerto Banos.—What igufo- 
rance! 

' I acknowledge that these reasons 

* did not appear to m>e sufficient for 

* giving up so important a post as Ta- 
' lavera.’ 

General Cuesta did right to leave Tala- 
vera; if he had delayed, he would have 
been lost. ' He did wrong to leave two di» 
risioiu.and 40 pieceaof artillery on’the 


Tagus; he lost them; and this post, which 
was the rear-guard, was a post of honom-. 
General Wellesley ought to have occupied 
it. It is acknowledged in war, that an ad¬ 
vanced guard, or a rear-guard, according 
to the operations, is the post most import¬ 
ant to defend. But General Wellesley 
had taken the lead; and, according to the 
laudable practice of his nation, had left to 
his allies the post of danger. 

‘ The enemy stated to be 30,000 
' strong, but at all events consi.sting of 
' the corps of Snult and Ney.’ 

We see, that even at the time when he 
wrote, the English General did not know 
the force of the French. He speak.s only 
of the corps of the Dukes of Dalmatia and 
Elchingcn, and appears to have no know¬ 
ledge of the corps of the Duke of Treviso, 
twenty-five battalions strong, and which, 
since their entrance into Spain, have not 
been inferior to the best troops in Europe. 
If Lord Wellesley frequently commits si¬ 
milar errors in W'ar, he may one day pay 
dearly for them. 

‘ We had reason to expect the ad- 
‘ vance of Victor’s corps to Talavera, a.s 
‘ soon as General Cuesta’s march should 
‘ be known ; and after leaving J2,0(X), 
‘ men to w’atch Venegas, and allowing 
‘ from 10 to 11,000 killed and wounded 
►in the late action, this corps would 
‘ have amounted to 25,000.’ 

This is a singular calculation wliich 
Lord Wellesley ffiakes of the first and 
fourth corps and the reserve.'* The first 
corps is composed of <{() battalions, the 
fourth of 30 ; the reserve of 20 battalions, 
and llie cavalry of 40 squadrons. Lord 
Wellesley had therefore around him 170 
battalions^ and 80 or 90 squadrons, and 
he ex])ected to conquer Madrid with 
20,000 men ! ,We do not speak of the 
Spaniards; they may be reckoned as of 
consequence fur plundering isolated per¬ 
sons, or for defending themselves behind 
a wall, but verj'’little account can'be, 
made of them in a regular battle, as the 
English may have been convinced. If 
Lord Welleslej' had had, besides his 20,000 
laon, the whole army of Lord Chatham, 
which went to bury itself in the marshes 
of the Isle of Walcheren, he could have 
derived nothing fi'um his e.vpcditiun hut 
disgrace,! c^g^usion, and defeat. If the 
English mean to dispute Spain with F’rance, 
they must land^jin army, if not equal to 
the French army, at least two-thirds as 
strong, that is to sa}', of at least 150,000 
men, for the Spaniards cannot be reckonoA 
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for more than one-third in a regular bat¬ 
tle.—Nothing can be more advantageous 
to France than to have the English engage 
in land-wars ^ for then, instead of con¬ 
quering England, b)’’ sea, we shall conquer 
her on the continent. Such a contest 
shews to admiration what those are who 
direct the Cabinet of London.—^Theinisto- 
cles advised the Athenians to abandon 
their citadels, and take relbge on board 
their ships. It is to be w'isned that the 
British Cabinet may persist, as it has be¬ 
gun, in the plan of deserting its ships and 
throwing itself on the continent. We 
have predicted thehumiliation of England, 
and peace, before a yeawelapses.—Before 
a year shall have expired, the English, 
whatever eflbrts they may make, will be 
driven out of the peninsula, and the impe¬ 
rial eagle will ffy on the fortresses of Lis¬ 
bon. 

‘ We had reason to expect, that, as 
‘ the Marquis de la Reyna would not 
• remove the boats from the river Alma- 
' rez, Soult would have destroyed them. 

‘ Our only retreat was, therefore, by 
‘ the bridge of Arzo Bispo ; and if we 
‘ had moved on, the enemy, by breaking 
‘ thatfjridge, while the army should be 
• * engaged with Soult and Ney, would 
‘ have deprived us of that only resource. 

We could not take a position at Oro- 
^ pesa, aiS we thereby left open the road 
‘ to the bridge of Arzo Bispo, from Ta- 
‘ lavera, by Calera and after consi- 
' dering the whole subject maturely, I 
' was of opinion that it vvas advisable to 
‘ retire to the bfidgc of Arzo Bispo, and 
^ to take up a defensive position upon 
' the Tagus.' 

Wc sha|l not continue these Notes; it 
w'ould be an insult to our readers.' Tin? 
falsehood of the report of Ix>rd Wellesley 
must be evident to every cmc. 

Conclusion. Lord Wellesley, without 
knowing the force of the enemy with 
whom he had to contend, without being 
furnished with that which constitutes an 
army, advanced to Talavera. The idea 
of entering Madrid turned his brain. He 
took the French army for an army of 
Sepoys. He arrived at Talavera with 25 
or 26,000 men. He was there joined by 
30,000 Spaniards, and, with these two 
armies united, he intended to penetrate to 
Madrid. The Duke of Bellunuaianoeuvred 
^ilfiilly to draw him on, and formed a 
junction with the fourth e.flrps and the re¬ 
serve, and. with the King at their head, 
tuartihed against the enemy. The Duke 


of Dalmatia, with still more considerable 
forces than those of the King, marched 
upon their rear. Lord Welle.sley coaM 
not extricate himself but by beating, se¬ 
parately, the two armies. The first Sind 
fourth corps presented him with an oppor¬ 
tunity, since they attacked, without wait¬ 
ing for the three corps commanded by the 
Duke of Dalmatia. The English fought 
well ; the battle of Talavera was doubt¬ 
ful ; though the lost of the English 
was much more considerable than ours, 
for the French artillery was more numer¬ 
ous. It appears that, by a serIous«of mul¬ 
tiplied faults, the French could not take 
the position on the left; but the English 
were beaten back every time they attempt¬ 
ed to advance upon the French. When 
the 70,000 men commanded by the Duke 
of Dalmatia were at Plasencia, Lord Wel¬ 
lesley- believed there were not more than 
10,000 men there, and formed the most 
ridiculous combinations. He perceived, 
however, the folly of his calculations, his 
extreme imprudence, and was sufficiently 
fortunate to escape into Portugal with his 
infantry. What would have been the case, 
if, mancEuvring according to the principles 
of war, the French army had not given 
battle until all united ? Lord Welle.sley 
Says, that the want of the means of con¬ 
veyance prevented him from marching to 
Madrid. What would have been the con¬ 
sequence, if he had marched to Madrid, 
and the Diike of Dalmatia had placed 
himself between him and the Tagus? 
He would have come with his army to 
France. He has sacrificed brave, men 
through presumption, and ignorance of 
that of which a General ought not to 
be ignorant.—This expedition greatjy re¬ 
sembles that of General Moore in the 
month of November last. But General 
Moore w'as more prudent, and saved him¬ 
self sooner; and, though he suffered enor¬ 
mous los.ses, the half of his army returned 
to England, without their baggage, &c. 
Like General Moore, General Wellesley 
abandoned his hospitals, his baggage, his 
artillery, anck arrived in Pertugal with the 
hajf of his army. At this moment he has 
not 18,000 men under arms, out of the 
40,000 which left the ports of England. 

The Moniteui»of 30th Sept, after giving 
the following intelligence from an English 
Paper— 

‘ The, whole British army has quitted 

' Spain. Sir Arthur Wellesley has his 

' head-quarters at Elvas (I).—Ik is said 
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• this retreat has been occasioned by the 

* want of provisions (2).—The French 

‘ have returned to Madrid.' 

has theRe.Notcs:— 

^ (*1)., This is certainly a great success, 
and the English people owe much grati¬ 
tude to Lord Wellesley for having de- 
•troycd a part of their troops, for having 
tompromised the glory of their arms, for 
having fled sixty leagues pursued sword 
in hand, in fine—for having abandoned 
their allies. The King of England has 
rewarded these great services by conferr¬ 
ing on General Wellesley the title of Lord 
wifsilington. Viscount Talavera. Why 
does he not give, likewise, to liOrd Chat¬ 
ham, the title of Duke of Walcheren ? 
This reward w’ould be*as well merited as 
that which has been granted to Sir Arthur. 
We hope that the English General, who, 
in the course of this winter, will be driven 
into the Tagus and forced to evacuate 
Portugal, will receive the title of Duke of 
Lisbon. Tims the French will find in the 
genealogy of the English Generals the list 
of their successes.—(2). It is imjiossible to 
find a worse excuse: Wliat, was it in the 
middle of Spain, and when the. Eiiglisli 
army bad behind it Seville, Lisbon, and 
the Sea, that its retreat w.as occasioned by 
tlie want of provisions ? It is impossible td 
sport more with the public credulity.— 
The English fled from the I'rench bayo¬ 
nets, and the French troops, far from re¬ 
turning immediately to Madrid, pursued 
these fugitives as far as the heights would 
permiU 


War ntTWEEN Austria and France, and 
THE Expedition to Holland.—A’ oto 
/i'Oin the French Official Faper, the Moni- 
tear, on the Articles jmblished in the Lon¬ 
don Fupers upon the uhove subjects. 

• We cannot consider the Austrian 

* Monarchy, its Sovereign, and its ar- 

* Hiies, so entirely humiliated as they 

* were after the battle of Austerlitz: 

‘ thejce^&s no talk of an interview in a 
^ London Papersj 

Noiei^by the Moniteur. —If there has b^en 

no interview, it is because the Emperor 
Napoleon would have none. The first in¬ 
terview, in which the Emperor Napoleon 
gave peace to his enemy, having left no 
remembrance of gratitude in the breast of 
the latter, it becanie evident that a fl'esh 
interview would be to no purpose—With 
regard to, the difference between the situa¬ 
tions of Austria, after the battles of »Au$-^ 


tevlitz and Wagram, it is this :—After t[» 
battle of Atisterlitz, Russia was still allie" 
with Austria ; she had upon the Vistula i 
second army, .which she might march 
Prussia, who had signed the Conventioi 
of the 2rid of November, might take par 
in the war ; in short, the army of Pritici 
Charles was still untouched, and the whob 
of it might march. On the other hand 
the important fortress of Raab and tin 
Circles of Hungary had not been occiipl 
ed ; Saxony did not yet form part of lie 
Confederation ; and, however, the posi 
tion of Diesden rau.st be considered as o 
some importance ; in fine, tlie Ducliy o 
Warsaw belonged to Prussia, and the arm; 
( of Gallicia, which now' menaces Moravia 
did not exist. At present, on the contra 
ry, all the Austrian armies and foftresse 
have been attacked and vanquished 
There are hardly any vestiges remainiiij 
of the army wliicli the Archduke Join 
brought from Italy ; and.if it can siil 
muster ten thousand men under arms, mof 
*of these men are only recruits, 'file graiv 
army of Prince Charles lieing beaten a 
Eggimilli, at Ralisbon, at Esiing, and f 
Wagram, has lo.st bis best soldiers, and h 
himself, frightened,at the spirit orintrigu 
and division w liii h reigns in the Cabiiie 
has thrown up the cominand and retired 
Tfo; diflerence is not less great in tb 
internal situation of tlie Monarcliy : aftr 
the Peace of Prc.sburg, the French lia 
only passed through the Hereditary States 
upon the pre.sent occasion, l^ey have a 
ready made a stay in them of upwards r 
four months. At that time Austria ha 
not made the last eflbrts ; her populatio 
was still entire ; at present many provinct 
have been so much de|iopulalf d by tli 
levics^in mass, that no other iiiliabilani 
are to be found in the villages than wome 
and children. ' At that time all the revc 
lutiojiary means which had been take 
existed, and vnigbl be employed : at prt 
sent they have be.en taken, and have bee 
taken in vain : the, country is exhausle 
of men as well as of things. 

‘ An army, formidable from the nun 
' ber of the soldiers (we wish we eoul 
' say formidable from the talents of i 
‘ Chiefs) has been sent by England an 
• landed in Zealand.’— 

The expedition against Zealand coul 
not have ^y result for England. It migl 
occasion some embarrassinents, some fres 
burdens to thfr* people ol’ France; bi 
these they do not calculate, when an 
proofs of zeal or devotedfcss are to h 
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given to the country; it could give the the English were fortunate ! A Dutch Ge- 
iinglish nothing but shame ; it could be neral, called Bruce, the shame of the mi- 
attended with no other result than to litary name, and whose head the nation 
make them lose an army, whilst it would must have to. fall upon the scaflbld.evacua- 
procure a new army to the Emperor, ted this fort through an uncxamplified panic 
These prognostics have been perfectly ve- six hours before the English arrived, 
rifled,—We say that the expedition could Here, then, we again behold the English 
not be attended with any result, because it enjoying a good fortune upon which they 
was necessary’to begm by making the could not rely ; but these fortunate eventSi 
siege of Flushing. Flushing, provided purchased with the ever-inoreasinw di- 
the island of Walcheren be inundated, minution of their armies, whither could 
must be considered by every sensible ofli- they carry them ; to burn the French 
cer as a place impregnable, by a regular squadron ? to effect this, it was necessary 
liege, or at least as presenting .difficulties to take Antwerp. But in fine, thd French 
which the labour of four months would be squadron being taken and burned, it re- 
unable to vanquish. In»this instance, the mains to be known whether such an ope- ' 
wisest calculations were baffled. Flush- ration was worth what it has cost, and 
ing, when the besiegers trenches were whether it be very prudent to go to an 
still three hundred paces from the body of expence of many men, and of 40 or 50 rnil- 
tlie fortre.ss, wRen there was, no breach, lions, in order to occasion one’s enemy 
when the body of the fortress Avas un- a losgsof between 15 and 20 millions, 
touched, surrendered the sole eflect of But the ships at Antwerp could not be 
the terror of a bombardment.. Is this taken. Tiicy did fiot depend upon the 
cowardice? Is it treason ? The sequel of occupation of Flushing, upon that of 
tlie inquiry will prove which. Thus, thciv Walcheren, nor of any island ; they de- 
tlie sole op|)osition of Fiiishing, whicli de- pended upon the‘Continent. It w'as ne- 
tained the Englisii expedition only twen- cessarjr to take Antwerp ! The English, 
ty da\rs, ought, to liave detained it three who for this longtime past have not tra- 
momhs.«—Of all tlie. chances of succeed- veiled upon the Continent, consulted in- 
jng, certainly the one least expected by formation collected six years ago, and 
the Englisji, must have been such a success *imagiiicd that Antwerp was still an open 
obtained by a boiiibanlment; tbej» re- town, as it was when it was only a trading 
quired 20 day^ for that. Now, 20 (fays port; they did not take into their calcu- 
fijjent in the island of Walcheren, in the lation the works of these latter years, 
moil!h of August, must have occasioned a especially those whicli ihe Emperor has 
number of sick, which cannot be coniput- cau.scd to be raised tince his journey to 
ed at le.ss tFian one in four soldiers; and to Antwerp. Upon eslabli.shing a dock- 
calculate otherwise would betray a total yard in that town, he ordered its for.Vifica- 
ignorance of the effects of that climate, lions to be again raised ; it is now sur- 
Wlieii w'e say that 20 days spent in tlie rounded with a bastioned rampart. The 
island of JValcheren must cost the quarter ditch filled with water which covers thi» 
of the troops which land in it, w:e may rampart has been repaired; the left of 
add, that the health of the other tJiree the town is covered by an immense inum 
quarters mu.st be essentially impaired, dation which removes the approaches up- 
and that all the, weakened men are on the wards of fifteen hundred fathoms; the 
point of falling sick. It is therefore a right is supported by tlie. citadel, which 
most senseless attempt to land brave sol- is a fine piece of fortification ; upon this 
diets in that fatal country, and W’C must front, several works have been establish- 
con.sider the English army as destroyed, ed ; among others, a fine halfim.opn with 
or at least what remains of it, as unable its countersearp. Upori^S.he left hank of 
to do much duty for several months to th^e Scheldt there are no houses, but the 
come.—But in fine, after the siege t>f head of Flanders has' been re-established, 
Flii-shing, we had to expect the siege of and its works are protected by an inunda- 
fortBatz, which (iommumcating by w’a- tion of 2,000 fathoms in extent. The 
ter wdth Bergen-op-Zoom and with fort St. Englisli could ftot, therefore, take Ant- 
Marlin, which the French ha<»c built op- werp without besieging it, without roe- 
posite to il, could in like manner not be thoclicaily opening the trenches, without 
taken, but after w'orks afld trenches car- working en through the inundations apd 
ried on in a country the climate.of which m-arshes, in short, without having invested 
is as fatal as JValcheren. It is true, that the towm : and if they must invest it oo 
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both sides, they would r^uire to have 
two armies : 1st, One between the head 
of Flanders and the town of St. Nicholas, 
o'][^po8ite to Brussels and to the road of 
Frsfnce; indeed, we know no General 
bold enough to take this position with less 
than 80,000 infantry, and between 8 and 
10,000 cavalry, since he must have to with- 
•tand the army which should arrive from 
France, and the troops should stretch out 
from the head of Flanders, that is to say, 
the whole garrison of Antwerp, which is 
a combined attack, .would sally out on 
that sida. On the side of the town, the 
investment could not reasonably take 
place with an army of less than 40,000 
men, .having in front a corps of observa¬ 
tion, to keep in chedk the army of the 
Duke of Vahny, assembled at Maestricht, 
which would draw near Antwerp, and 
having another corps towards Bergen-op- 
Zoom against the Dutch. It would, there¬ 
fore, have been easier for Lord Chatham 
to take Brussels, to march against Ghent, 
and to advance as far as Flanders, leaving 
Antwerp and the French army behind 
him, than to undertake to invest Antwerp 
and besiege it. This much with regard 
to the same side ;— 

On the side'of the river, the following 
are the obstacles which must hav» stop-' 
ped the English ;—1st. Fort Frederic and 
Fort Doel, each mounting fifteen 36- 
pounders; after these. Fort Lillo and the 
Fort of Lief kenshoek; each mounting 
sixty 3G-pounders, and ten mortars; and 
behind, a line of eighty gun-boats and 
pinnaces, mounting two hundred 24- 
pounders. Now, every sensible mah who 
knuw's that there is only a distance of 600 
fathoms between Fort LiHo and the Fort of 
Liefkenshoek, which is opposite to it, per¬ 
ceives tliat this passage cannot be forced. 
With regard to fireships, it is well known ■ 
that fireships and infernal machines are 
inefiectual. The infernal machine which 
was letcplfat St. Malo had no cllect; these 
sorts of explosions were never able to 
shake R rampart. An estacado had been 
established, whlbh secured our gun-boats 
from fife-ships. In fine, we had also fire¬ 
ships; sixteen were already in readiness, 
and we. were going to avail ourselves of 
the first favourable occasion to send them 
against the English. Besides, to make use 
of fire-ships, it would have been necessary 
to approach within 500 fathoms of the 
town, since from Lillo to Antwerp the 


Scheldt makes four elbows, which would 
have prevented fire-ships from being di¬ 
rected from any greater distance.—^On the 
sea side in like manner no success could be 
noped for; butadmittingthatby thecombi- 
tion of the effects bf the land and sea, 
Lillo and Liefkenshoek had been carried, 
which supposes two regular sieges, the 
enemy would directly after have met 
with three other barriers to be forced; 
the Pearl fort, fort St. Philip, and fort St. 
Mary. All these forts are covered by in¬ 
undations, and each of them would liave 
required a separate siege. These dillerent 
ojierations could not have taken place 
without losing 4Q days more, and suppos¬ 
ing that by the 2()th of October the land 
and sea forces had been able to approach 
within 2,000 fathoms of Antwerp, they 
still requireif three month's more to take 
the town. With regard to the squadron, 
it was entirely shut up' within the town, 
up and down the river, protecting Ant¬ 
werp, and protected by it. The taking of 
Antwerp was, therefore, a thing -impossi¬ 
ble for Lord Chatham, an operation much 
more difficult to be effected than the oc¬ 
cupation of a quarter of France.—How¬ 
ever, the following was the system of the 
French army; frorii the 15th of August, 
three corps were formed. Tiie Priiice of 
Ponte Corvo was at Antwerp with 30,000 
men, national guards, regulars and Dutch 
troops. The Duke of Cornegliano was at 
Ghent with the corps of the head of Flan¬ 
ders, consisting of 2.5,(X)0 men; the Duke 
of Istria was at Lisle with 20,(>00 men.— 
We should, have let the English, had they 
seriously presented themselves, cross the 
channel of Bergen-op-Zooni, stretch out 
beyond the inundation of Lillo, ^nd march 
kgainst Antwerp; the Duke of Cornegli¬ 
ano would have proceeded towards the 
Head of Flanders, and whilst tlje English 
would have been making their dispositions 
to invest Antw’erp from fort Lillo, to the 
citadel, the Prince of Ponte Corvo and the 
Duke of Cornegliano, protected by the in-* 
undations and by the immense works of 
the town, would .have waited for them, 
and on the day agreed upon, would have 
stvetched out upon the right; and then 
the English armies would have terminated 
its destinies: the Duke of Istria would 
during that time have proceeded to the 
island of Cads^nd. 

, (To be conthiued.) 
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THE JUBILEE 

To Richard Goodlad, Esa. 

OF THE 

Parish of Drosford, in the County of Hants. 

SiK, Bo%, 19 OcL 1809. ’ 

When I had, on the 17th instant, the 
pleasure of seeiftg you at the Justice-meet¬ 
ing at Droxford, you mentioned to me 
something about a subscription in behalf of 
the poor inhabitants of that parish, which 
has 80 long experienced the good effects 
of your activity and benevolence. You 
informed me, at the same lime, that Mr. 
Chidell, the Overseer of the poor, in our 
Tything, would call upon me with a pa¬ 
per, containing a list of tlie subscriptions i 
already taken. This paper, with 7ity name 
on it, has just been presented to me ; and,* 
against my name, I have written these 
words: " Mr. Cobhelt tliinLi it irnpropef to 
“give any thing at alt;” my reasons for 
which opinion I shall now state to you, 
and (under an address to you) to the pub¬ 
lic at large f because 1 am satisfied, that, 
ill move than one point of view, the state¬ 
ment may, sooner or later, be conducive 
to the public good; and, as to the mode 
ofaddress,jt will, 1 think, require no apo¬ 
logy, when, it is considered, that the afore-* 
mentioned Subscription-paper came ac¬ 
companied with a circular-letter under 
your hand. 

Of this letter. Sir, which I kept in my , 
ptissession until I had read it twice through, 
the tiillowing is the .substance: That, on 
the 25th instant, beiitg the day when the king 
toill enter upon the SQik year of his reign, there 
Viill be a GENERAL rgoicing through the 

kingdom ; - that it would be a PITY, tha^, 

amidst this general joy, the parish of Droxford 
should APPEAR LESS LOYAL than its 

twighbours; - that M R. Gars 1 er the Rector, 

and Mr. Nott, the Curate, togpiber with 
other gentlemen of the parish, assembled after 
divine service, on Sunday (fstt, proposed the 
opeamg of n Subscription for the purpose <f 
raising a sum of rnmey, wherewith to purchase 

bread, meat, and beer, to be delivered, on the 

• • 
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25 th instant, to the poor parishioners qf Drox¬ 
ford, it being the opinion of the parties so pro¬ 
posing, that the king would be peculiarly de¬ 
lighted with our loyalty’s shewing itself in the 
form of largesses to his poorer subjects. 

These, Sir, are the principal “proposi¬ 
tions contained in your letter; and, before 
I come to consider them in their relation 
to. what is called the Jubilee ; before I 
come to consider them as relating solely to 
the present occasipn, give me leave to trou¬ 
ble you with some observations upon all 
Subscriptions, having such an object in 
view', and being set on foot in such a man¬ 
ner. 

First, then, I decidedly disapprove of 
this manner of feeding and treating the 
poor, which, so far from being conforma¬ 
ble to the principles of hospitality, it does, 
in fact, argue, in the donors, a contempt 
for the persons led and treated, who are 
; thu.s as clearly marked out for a degraded 
Bast, as> if tliey had badges put upon .their 
clothes, or, as some of the American ne¬ 
groes have, a burnt nrark in their cheek. 
When, therefore, I treat a poor man, I 
treat him under my own roof, or, in casa 
of sickness, send what I have to give him, 
tr) his own house, and never expose him to 
the humiliation of this kind of publiq^and 
pauper-like relief. Besides, Sir, I hold it 
to be very injurious to the country, that 
any attempt like this should be mad^ to 
keep pauperism in countenance; for such 
H’ill be the tendency, though certainly not 
the intention, of the proposed largess. It 
must, in my opinion, as far as it operates, 
have the ellect of reconciling the minds of 
the labouring people to a state of d^end- 
ance and beggary, and to efface the small 
remains of that spirit, W'hich, fo rmerly 
withheld theis names frdm the list of 
paujiers. I hold. Sir, that it is a terribl* 
evil, that a labourer not afflicted with ill¬ 
ness of any sort, cither in himself or bis 
family, should be under the necessity of 
applying for parish relief, should he under 
the necessity of begging any part of hii 
bread, or of receiving any a-ssistance ia 
the character of either beggar or pauperj 
and, of course, I must disapprove of 
project the object of which is to feed and 
treat any portion of our ueig^boars in that 
T 
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character. But, adverting here, for a mo¬ 
ment, (o the pm’Ucular case before us, 
there is this additional objection to the 
proposed largess, that 1 cannot help con¬ 
sidering it as a sort of piemium for hypo¬ 
crisy, fitted to this especial occasion, 
though certainly not so considered by you 
oj the Rector or Curate. For, either it 
must be meant, that the people thus fed 
and treated, do entertain some sentiments 
respecting the 50th anniversary of his ma¬ 
jesty’s accession, or that they cave no¬ 
thing at all about it: if the latter be the 
case, then are they Induced, by the pro¬ 
posed treating, to express joy which they 
do not feel; and, in the former case, their 
sentiments must perfectly correspond with 
yours, or they are guilty of a still more 
detestable species of hypocrisy. The 
poor should, like the rich, be left to re¬ 
joice-where they see occasion for joy. Men 
may meet togctliev for such a purpose; 
but, then, to avoid the charge of hypocri¬ 
sy, they must meet and fca^ at their own 
expence. Who, for iasiance, docs not de¬ 
spise the plaudjts of a drenched rabble at 
ah election, except the wretch who is 
mean enough, for his owm selfish purposes, 
to purchase inuddy beer, wherewith to 
drench the said rabble? Do the purchased 
shouts of a drunken crowd, do honour to 
the candidate in whose behalf they are 
uttered ? Your answer must be in the ne¬ 
gative ; and, yet. Sir, I think you will 
find it difficult to make out a clear distinc¬ 
tion between the character of those shouts, 
and the shouts, which the beer you pro¬ 
pose Ho give, will purchase in behalf of 
our sovereign. After all, however, the 
great olijection that I have to this species 
of treating in general, is, that it encourages 
Z^uperism; it keeps pauperism in counten- 
ahce : it nourishes that, which I wish to. 
see checked, and which, as far as I am 
afile, 4 keep down. The labourer is wor¬ 
thy of his hire ; and, if he and his family 
be in health, shame on the employer if 
the, fatK^urer can call himself a pauper, or 
can thi«i^it be^piimitig his character to be 
fed and treated through the means of a pa- 
rochiai subscription, and, whatever mwy 
be bis feelings, put on the face of joy for 
the sake of a meal of bread, meat, and 
beer. Good Gpd, Sir! ivni I told by you, 
th^t a meal of good victuals and drink, is 
a rarity amongst the labourers in the 
parish of Droxford? No; in so many 
wards I am not thus told; but, what am I 
to think- of their situation, when I am 
•ijlled upon, as a proof of my loydlty, to 


contribute towards the purchasing of one 
meal in fifty years for the labourers of 
that parish ? My labourers, Sir, stand in_ 
no need of any such largess; they have, 
from me, the means of purchasing bread, 
meat, and beer, every day of their lives ; 
no parish officer ever sees their face ; 
they are not slaves, but aj free as I am 
myself; if they see cause for rejoicing on 
the 25th instant, they will do it, if not 
they will let it alone, and the probability 
is, that they will, on that day, earn bread, 
meat, and beer for the next. If ill la¬ 
bourers were in this situation, we should 
have no occasion for subscriptions for tbe 
purpose of feeding the poor; and, indeed, 
that degrading appellation, under which 
all the labourers are now-a-days included, 
would soon bear a diflereut meaning. 

Now, Sir, as to the manner of setting on 
foot this Subscription, unconnected with the 
particular occasion, I have a very great 
objection. The name, 1 perceive, of every 
person whom you expect to subscribe, in 
each Tything of the parish, is put doivn 
upon the Subscription paper, and in this 
state the paper is haiulcil to him. So that, 
if he does not think proper to give hi# 
money away upon your recommendation, 
bis nu7nc is to stand upon the list, with a’ 
blank against it, which blank does, in that 
ca;c, amount to a positive refusal, to assist 
in feeding and making glad the heart of 
the poor. A very good judge of human 
nature and of the moral duties of man has 
observed, that “ the i-ccommmdations of 
“ superiors savour strongly of commands 
and. Sir, when 1 consider the weight, which 
your fortune, and especially your office of 
acting .Justice of the Peace ("the only one 
in the parish) necessarily give you, 1 must 
beg you to excuse me if I apply this ob¬ 
servation to your present recommendation, 
which, I think, I am .completely justified 
in doing, seeing that you have sent round 
our names, ready written upon the sub¬ 
scription list; an act so oflensively pre¬ 
sumptuous (though, I am sure, it was not 
so intended) that, had I been ever so much 
disposed to subscribe, I should not have 
dptie it, without protesting against the 
exercise of such manifest dictation. The 
truth. i.s, that habit, pow'crful in every walk 
of life, is peculiarly so witli, persons en¬ 
trusted with public authority of any sort 
or degree; and, upon this occasion, you 
really do appear tome to have forgotten, 
that, w hen writing your circular letter, ypu 
were not upon the Bench, Where your 6f- 
. fice frequently makes it your duty to die- 
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tate, but which office gives you no right 
whatever to issue dictatorial recomniciida- 
tions to any persons whatever, for subscrip¬ 
tions «f money, and especially to order 
the collection to be made by the overseers 
of the poor, or other parish-officers, or 
persons usually employed by the parish to 
collect its ratfes. Under such circum¬ 
stances, Sir, it is in vain, it is quite idle, to 
call the subscription volmtarj/. With 
yourseltj and with the other gentlemen, 
with whom the thing originated, the con¬ 
tribution is, of course, a voluntary act, and 
you have all, doubtless, your reasons for 
what you have done; but, with the^mm 
of the parish, with those who cannot be in¬ 
sensible to the weight of your recom¬ 
mendation, and whom you must be pretty 
sure \yould not sfcnd back your paper with 
a blank against their names; with these 
persons, is there ariy candid man will say, 
that the act of subscribing could possibly 
be voluntary ? 

These objections are general: they ap¬ 
ply to all Subscriptions called for with a 
view' of feeding, or treating, the poor ; and 
also, to all subscriptions, for w'hatever pur¬ 
pose, set on foot in such a manner. }3ut, 
•Sir, upon tl>e supposition, that sulisc rip- 
tions for feeding and treating the poor, 
may, in certain cases, be proper; and, 
upon the further supposition, that there are 
cases to justify the manner, in which this 
subscription has been set on foot, I have, 
ill (his case^ an objection to the thing on 
account of the occasion; I object to tin' jnin- 
ciple of your proposition ; and, because 1 
think it may be useful to liie public, be¬ 
cause I think it may tend to proiluce, or 
increase, g. right way of thinking upon 
this and other political subjects, J shalf 
here state the reasons, upon which my ob¬ 
jection is principally fomftled. 

The 2,5th of this month is, it .seems, 
considered, by some persons, at least, as 
a day for the expressing of national joy ; 
that it is, in short, to be a day of Jubilee, 
that is to say, of rejoicing and all sorts of 
merriment and signs oi'gladness ; and it is to 
be so, tor- what ? Why, it seems, because, 
upon that day, the king enters upon the fiftieth 
year of his reign. Now, Sir, if 1 had no 
other objection to your proposition than 
that which is founded upon the nature of the 
occasion, if its general pvi no Ipltfi OlIxA if its 
numner, were such as 1 approved of; and, if 
the Jubilee were expressly stated to be 
merely a -nark personal respect toaurdshis 
Majesty^ unde/ whose reign 1 wais born, 1 
fhould very w’illiiigly have joined your 
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.subscription; but, Sir, so far from thisi 
being the ca.se, so far from its being ex¬ 
pressly declared, that the Jubilee is to &e 
regarded as a mark of personal re.spect 
towards the king, it is perfectly notorious, 
that, with those individuals who huvw 
taken the lead in the thing, and who, in¬ 
deed, first set it on foot, the object is an^ 
thing but that which I have described, 
and, that one of the main purposes is, in 
this indirect manner to obtain what will lie 
construed into a general approbation tf all 
the ministerial measures of this long dkd unfor¬ 
tunate reign; rather than aid iti eliecting 
which purpose, I shall certainly run the 
risk of exposing myself to your implied 
charge of disloyalty, of the justice and de¬ 
cency of which charge 1 will speak more 
particularly by-and-by. 

But, let us inquire a little closer into 
this subject of rejoicing. You call upon 
me to rejaice on the iOth anniversary of 
the King’s accession to the throne. Now, 
even viewing the matter in the best pos¬ 
sible light; even supposing, that you wish 
the Jubilee to be held with reference to 
the king solely, to the king personally ; 
why would you have me rejoice at this time 
in particular You certainly would not 
'call upon u.s, your neighbours, to expre.ss 
our joy that -fP years of the king’s reign are 
already past; to clap our hands and to 
slioiit because he has passed nine, veal's 
heyond the age of man ; to sing and dance 
and drink for joy, because the king i.s very 
old ; to be full of joy, to overflow with 
gladnes.s, in shmt, because the kimg has 
attained to an age, which, according to 
the course of nature, mast render the ramuin- 
der (ff his reign of but .short duration. •Ko: 
it certain!}' is not at this that you call 
upon ns to rejoice. But, at w'hat, then, 
would you have us rejoice ? If not at the 
old age oiihc. king, which is just tiie same 
thing as the mere length of reign; if not at 
this, you must then wish us to rej«)ice at 
and to celebrate the changes and anils of his 
reign, and, in this way, toexpr-ess-our gra¬ 
titude for th^good whicli the nation has 
derived from those.changes and events. 
Let us, therefore, see whether those 
changes and events are such as call upon 
us for expressions of joy and gratitude. 

When the Kihg mounted the iliroue, 
the Df.HT, of which the nation pays flip 
interest in taxes, amaunted to about 90 
million.^ ; ‘it now amounts to nearly 7tK) 
millioav.; and, one year’s taxes now is 
nearly equal to what ihe whole Debt then 
was. ’rise pGiii; Rates of Lnglaml and 

T 2 
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Wales then amotinted to about a million 
and a Quarter annually; they now amount 
to nutre than sia millions annually. The 
number of parish paupers was then about 
two hundred thousand; that number is now 
above twelve hundred thousand. These are 
pretty good proofs, Sir, that we have no 
to rejoice at the changes of this 
rtign. But, Sir, there is one, which will 
be very pat to your purpose, when you 
have the poor labourers of Droxford 
Parish assembled on the Jubilee-day; 
and that.is, that, when this reign began, 
it cost the labouring man jive day’s work 
to earn a bushel of flour, and that pow it 
costs him ten day's work to earn a bushel 
of flour; and that, if he happens to have 
three children, it is, upoS the common 
run of wages, utterly impossible for him 
to earn bread enough for his family to eat, 
to say nothing of meat, drink, clothing, 
fire and house-rent. Pray, Sir, state th"is 
fact to the young ones: the old ones will 
not need be told of it. State this fact to 
them, and if they do not rejoice it is 

very strange indeed-Then, Sir, if you 

should hare some politicians in the higher 
seats of the festival, you may entertain 
them with the history of the last filty 
year’s glories, in diplomacy and in war. 
You may relate to them how we lost the* 
continent of America for the sake qfa tax; 
and how, for the sake of other tares and of 
aorruption, ive got possession of vast coun¬ 
tries in the East, through the means of 
which countries enterprizing young men, 
with scarcely a second shirt to their backs, 
and Vith a not much greater stock of 
ideas, contrive so to draw upon the taxes 
raised in England as to oust from their 
estates those, by whom the said taxes 

have been paid.-From these topics you 

spay diverge into matters of a warlike 
nature: you may remind .the loyal” 
audience of the capture of a whole Britisli 
army at Sbraroga, and of' another at York 
team. *Dunkirk and the Helder will, of 
course, become the theme of your praise, 
after whffh, ^ due place, will follow 
Ferrol, Uttenos Ayres, Cairo, dntrafCoruntta. 
Taliiveraand Wakheren. You will, then, 
doubtless, attempt an enumeration of those 
who have been slain during the thirty years 
0 /toar, with which this .nation has been 
blessed out of the happy nor would 
It b« amiss if you were to lay before the 
convivial guests adetailed account of those 
who have lately died at Walcheren, and 
«f the thousauds of sick and wounded left 
behind, by our ia Spain, to the* 


mercy of the Ifrench ; aye, to the merer 
of those very French, whom the “ loyal^’ 
writers in England denoniinatc " blood- 
" thirsty villains.” ' Returning again to 
the blessings of our present state, mid the 
cause we have for joy, you may remind 
your hearers, that the king’s servants, in 
their extreme care of us, have introduced 
a very considerable body of foreign troops 
into the country ; a whole Legion of 
Germans, horse, foot, and artillery. You 
may remind them of the present state of 
Ireland, and bid them not to forget the 
number of years, during the present 
reign, that saw the personal security act 
suspended, and during which years many 
of their countrymen were kept, for years, 
in jail; without being brought to trial 

from first to last.-Ifthis be not enough; 

if you find them .still backward in re¬ 
joicing, remind them of lh.c taxes they 
have to pay, and of the purposes to 
which they are applied^^; and,-pray do. 
Sir, show them that there are many in¬ 
dividual sinecure placemen, and many 
pensioners, any one of whom swallows 
up more of tJie taxes, in one month, than 
goes to the keeping of all the poor in 

J)roxford hr awholeyear. -Should they 

still be inseusihle to your eloquence,* 
remind them of the history of the Darling, 
not-forgetting your old neighbour ; lat* 
a tenant of Newgate. Your Reverend 
coadjutors may expound to them the case# 
of the holy Doctoi's O’Meara and Locke, 
and of the reverend Mr. Beazely, and 
bid any one produce, if he can, any thing 
the like thereof in any other reign. Any 
loyal lady, who chances to be present, 
may enter upon the ri.se, progress, and 
«uspension of. the “ Delicate ' Investiga¬ 
tion and, if they still remain unmoved, 
why tell them,, tell them yourself. Sir, 
the* history of- the Garniers and their 
sinecure. \ 

I should not have revived this topic. Sir, 
had not your letter, circulated through 
the whole of the parish, and, of course, 
amongst many of iny neighbours, left i| 
to b« clearly inferred, that all those who 
did not give tnoney^ to be expended in a 
way that you and Mr. Gamier and Mr. 
N’ott chose to point out, were disloyal 
men, I have every reason to suppose, 
that you knevy, that my sentiments w:ere 
opposed to any celebration of the day in 
(pjcstion ; to ^any act or deed which 
might give countenance to the thing to 
be called a Jubilee. But, whether*.yon 
knew thiSi or not, a circular letter front. 



SS31 * OCTOBER 2!, 1809— TheJidritee. f5!5» 


you, making the act of subscribing « test 
qf loyalty, and accompanied with a sub¬ 
scription paper having my name ready 
written upon it, contingently inferred 
the accusation of disloyalty. You send 
me one paper with a list" of names as 
Subscribers to the Jubilee, and amongst 
those names you place mine ; and you, 
at the santc titlie, send me another paper 
which tells me, in words the meaning of 
which is not to be misunderstood, that, 
unless I give my money, 1 shall be con¬ 
sidered as disloyal, i do not choose to 
give my money, and your imputation of 
disloyalty follows of course. This impu¬ 
tation is a thing tor me*to laugh at; but, 
as my intention is to cause this letter 
to be read by all those who have read 
your letter, J,shall here add a sentence 
or two for the purpose of shewing them 
what is the real meaning of the word 
loyalty, according to its modern accep¬ 
tation, and by way of illustration, to 
give them a striMRg example of loyalty 
in the head of the family of that Gar- 
nier, who, as your letter states, thought 
it was “ a pity that the parish of Drox- 
“ ford should appear less loyal than its 
" neighbours.” 

• Be it known, then, to those of our neigli- 
hour.s, amongst whom, you have circulated 
your letter, that loyally, now-a-days, means 
the getting of a good round sum annually 
out of the taxes, or, at least, it means liviui' 
vpon the public. For this we have a line 
practical injtance in Mr. Gamier of Wick¬ 
ham, who, though he has never, during 
his whole lifetime, done for the public 
one single hour’s service; thongb it has 
been given in evidence before the House 
of Commcwis, that he never has meddled aj 
all with any business for .the public ; 
though these facts are indisputable, this 
Mr. (Gamier does get of tfie public money 
upwards qf twelve thousand pounds a year, 
arising from an office, which he has en¬ 
joyed ever since he was boy at school, and 
which though not formerly so profitable, 
or nearly so profitable, as at present, was 
always a place of great profit. The total 
sum that he must have, during the whole 
time, cleared by this place, cannot be less 
than tluree or four hundred thousand pounds. 
If that is not a proof of loyalty ,. I do not 
know what is a proof of loyalty. But, 
Mr. Gamier has given a still stronger 
proof of his loyalty ; for, not content 
with pocketting, out of the "public money, 
twelve thousand pounds a year, under the de- 
nomiaatioa ofiprofits of bis office of Apo¬ 


thecary General; not thinking this a suf¬ 
ficient proof of his attachment to the king 
and his government, what does be do, hot 
gets a post in tire army at the pay of ten,shil- 
lings a day! Not content with twelve thou¬ 
sand pounds a year out of the public 
money, out of the taxes that we pay ; not 
content with this immense sum for don^ 
nothing; for, observe, it is proved, upon 
oath, that he has never meddled with any 
part of the business; not content with 
twelve thousand a year for doing nothing, 
he asks tor, and gets, from the govern¬ 
ment, from that government whose conduct 
we are to have a Jubilee to applaud ; he 
gets from that government an allowance 
of ten sltillings a day as a medical officer in the 
army; and, while he lives constantly at 
Wickham, he is now actually in the receipt 
of this ten shillings a day (unless it be 
very lately taken oil) eut ofthe taxes that w© 
pay. Aye, wall, indeed, may men like 
this hold a Jubilee in praise of this long 
reign of w'ar and taxation ; this reign, the 
wars of which have, perhaps, put into the 
pockets of the Garniers not less than two 
hundred thousand pounds. 

By this time, Sir, I hope, that you begin 
to*be convinced, that there arc some of us, 
at least, who umlerstand too well the 
'worth'of modern loyalty to fear the effects 
ol' any such imputations as that, which, 
contingently at least, is conveyed in your 
letter; and that, by means of that sort, 
we shall not have the money extracted 
from our pockets. If Mr. Gafnier, in¬ 
deed, has a mind to give back to the peo¬ 
ple any portion, however small, ’or if 
another of your neighbours, Mr. Sturges 
Bourne, has a mind to give back & part of 
what he is annually receiving out df the 
taxes, let them do it; but, let them not 
accuse me or Mr. Chidell or Mr. Edney 
or Mr. Cowdry or Mr. Parrott, or any of 
the rest of us, of disloyalty, that is to say, 
of a very serious crime ; let them not so 
accuse us, because we do not clitoose to 
give our money to make people rejoice at 
events which have produci^ great mischief 
to the nation in general, and good to none 
but those, who live upon the public, who 
get rich in proppttion as the nation gets 
poor, whose riches do, in fact, spring from 
the same sources as the people's poverty. 
To all such accusations; all attempts 
made at getting popularity amongst the 
parishioners at our expence; all attempts 
at forcing "us to give away our nioney, or 
to submit to be represented as hard- 
(hearted towards the poar; these at- 
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tempts we shall repel merely by stating, 
that Mr. Gamier of Wickham receives 
out of-the piiblic money more, exscry 
t?tonth, than is expended in keeping the 
poot'of Droxford parish for a whole year,; 
that, if only one tenth part of his income 
were distributed amongst the poor ol 
Droxford, there would not need any parish 
«ltes at all, for there would be no poor; 
and that, of course, if he would give up 
the whole of w hat he receives from the 
public for doing nothing, it would, for ever, 
take away all poor, leave not one poor per¬ 
son, in tespamAt si ike that of Droxford. By 
statements like this we shall always an¬ 
swer any,attempts to make us,w ho earTi w’bat 
M'e s[iend,appearhard'hearted to the poor. 
We shall not, upon suchoccasions, forget, 
that farmers Parrott and Edney and Chi- 
dell, and the like; that every man w'ho 
possesses any properly; aye, and that even 
the day-labourer, whose very quid of to¬ 
bacco is taxed, assists in maintaining the 
splendid equipage of Mr. Sturges Bourne, 
and tl)e rattling coach-and-four of Mr. 
Gamier. Yes, Sir, 1 trust, that the day is 
not far distant, when not a man, either in 
Droxibrd parish or in any other, will w ant 
assistancf! to make him clearly understand 
these things; rmd, as for the present 
essay, if it should prove, in any degree, 
conducive to this great purpose, our neigh¬ 
bours will have to tlunk you much more 
than Your mo.st humble 

and most obedient servant, 
W-. COBBETT. 

Th# other topics, intended for this sheet, 

must be postponed.-1 had prepared* an 

article or two, when Mr. Goodlad’s letter 
was jeceived, this morning, about nine 
o’clock. J thought it a duty I owed to 
the public (for it applies to every part cf 
the kingdom) to answer this letter without 
delay; and, neither of the otlier articles 
could be^inserted, without dividing them. 

- * - 

PISTOLLING PRIVY COUNSELLORS. 

“ Ill-W’ea^ isabitjon, how piuch art thou 
shrank!” 

My Dear Sir;—^We think so much alike 
on all great points, and your very conjec¬ 
tures have been of late so prophetic, that 1 
am inclined piost seriously to doubt my 
own judgment, when it diflersfrom yours 
even in matters of the most trifling import¬ 
ance. 

Such is my present predicament, which 
I tiierefore esteem wnfQCtuQate> in conte|u- 
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plating the rencontre between the “ pis- 
“ tolling privy counsellors.” An incident, 
which, though exceedingly degrading to 
the character of the government, is by no 
means, as I lltink, to be regretted by the 
country. On the contrary, 1 consider it a 
topic of congratulation; and as it is unique, 
and peculiar to the auspicious reign of his 
present maje.sty, (which may God indefi¬ 
nitely prolong!) and adds one to the many 
considcratIon.s, which constitute the pro¬ 
priety of, as also may become an harmo¬ 
nious ingredient in compounding the loyal 
and dutiful Address, which the judicious 
Livery of London is so shortly to carry uft.,!, 
to the throne, I would by no means have^ 
it omitted in it. The only objection, in¬ 
deed, M'hich 1 see to the including the in- |j 
cident in the Addre.ss, consists in the ca-1 
taslrophc not having been so complete, as* 
one could have wished.—For my own 
part, I am anxious to sec The idea pushed 
a little further, and w'hen the Lord Mayor 
furnishes his hot cold ||feef, Fthink that a 
petit />/«< representing the duel itself, the 
combatants and their accessaries in a pale 
tremulous blanc manger, with a/ac smile of 
the blood and wound iu currant jelly, 
(which Colonel Birch’s loyal ingenuity 
might accomplish to the lile) would 
highly gratifying to the taste of,the Jubi¬ 
lee “ Mawmen,’’^as well as he a device in 
Itself most appropriate and pleasing to the 
curious. But as blanc manger in such a 
situation is a peri.sliable commodity, I 
would, in order tfie better to perpetuate 
and trail,srnit the acliievenient,*liavc a me¬ 
dal or coin of the value of a half crown, 
struck, emblematic of the occasiTni; where¬ 
in the united elligies of Lord Castlcreagh 
and Mr. Canning (iii.stead of looking one 
^Tiy as in the coins of William and Mary) 
rtiighOike Galba’s most apposite medal of 
tlie Honos and Virtus, be placed vi.s-a-vis, 
with a hostile frown at each other. This 
coin, I w'ill predict, would have a great 
run in the remote counties, ignorance and 
curiosity being inseparable ; and as a cir¬ 
culating mcdiuiu is much wanted, the 
adoption of my proposition in this respect 
W'ould be a converting, possibly for the first 
thne these 50 years, of the actions of poli¬ 
ticians to the benefit of their country. In 
pursuit of the same thought, I would, as a 
distinct and separate honour to Mr. Can¬ 
ning, .suggest to his majesty’s ministers, to 
the President of the Royal .Society, and 
indeed to bis Awn classical taste, the idea 
•f another gem, containing an effigy only 
' of himself iu the attitude of the tamous 
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Gladiator Moriens’; ajid that Lord C. may 
not be jealous of this exclusive attention, I 
would suggest to him the hint of a coin re¬ 
presenting himself in brass, as a Gladiator 
also, holding a little Victoria in one hand, 
with a convulsive grasp at a seal, which 
has just fallen from the other.-—An impe¬ 
rial coin also, emblematical ol' the harmony 
of the cabinet, might be struck, having, as 
was customary with the emperors, a Con¬ 
cordia on its reverse.—But, to give you 
my serious reasons why I cordially ap¬ 
prove of the duelling or,pistolling minis¬ 
ters, distinct from, this commemorative 
■friew of the matter:—1st, then, I think, it 
rnojds out to the peoplfe a very pleasing 
prospect of relief from their misfortune.s, 

1 without any risk to themselves, 2ndly, 
^ look at it ip atiotlier light or two: I 
nighly approve of the example of making 
mini.sters responsible in their persons for 
their political misconduct. This is good, 
extremely good ; the transition not being 
at all abrupt from*tliis to the making them 
in their persons responsible also to the 
peo[)le, to whoru'.some persons may think 
a greater responsibility was due, than to 
each other. And although one might de¬ 
sire to make some little change in the ar- 
•ticie of execution, (as a death more appro¬ 
priate than shooting would naturally sug¬ 
gest itself) yet, for the .sake of unanimity^ 
I would not cavil about trifles, such as 
mode or manner; and, therefore, provided 
sub.stantial justice could at all seasons be 
obtained fojthe country, upon the persons 
of its ministers, I would not be a pedant to 
investigate, w'hether there might be any 
solid reason for preferring hemp before 
load for the occasion.—3rdly, as a grati¬ 
fying spectacle to the nation, 1 must apj 
prove of the pistolling in the foUowing’ 
point of view, wherein I consider it as a 
sort of amende honorable to the nation. 1 
reason thus :—An immense sum had been 
expended bjrtlic discharged Right Honour¬ 
able Pistoller in his warlike expedition 
against Walcheren ; Now we approve of 
taxes and expenditure, the more lavish the 
better ; it is the more .creditable to the 
spirit and resources of the countrybe¬ 
sides it goes more directly to the goal at 
w’hich every thing conspires to drive. But 
when the people of England have turned 
their very purses inside out, in order to 
equip a gallant expedition, thly do not 
think, that they have any right to expect 
it to be conducted with eft^er vigour or 
success, but they do conceive themselves 
by a sort of_;«j! gentitm entitled to an equi¬ 


valent; or, to speak more diplomatically)^, 
to a ^uid pro quo; that is, liiey have ah 
equitable right to a battle: Now as Lqi' 4 
€. sent out a Cabinet General, who ejCher 
Would not, or could not, or at least did 
not fight, (all three being tlie same to us) 
the battle nece.ssari] 3 ^ was returned to him, 
and lay upon hi,s .shoulders. And it is, in 
this regard, that 1 think Lord Castlercagb 
acted so very honourably towards us, in his 
transferring the war campaign from the 
continent to the cabinet, and ih his taking 
back the battle from the General fwho was 
well pleased to return it) to be fought by 
the Secretaries. Yet if the swgrd dm little 
lor the noble Lord’s reputation amongst the 
people, disease has been extrtanely propi¬ 
tious to him; the climate has acliieved what 
was omitted by the enemy: aiul (.b'uth has 
been a most eliicienl tx poH facto colieague 
to the noble Secretary, making him in this 
respect ample amends for all Mr. Cau- 
ning’s insinceiity ! In fine, one may apply 
to I./jrd (.’asilcreagh what was poetically 
said ol'another noble sullerer:—“ Nothing 
" in his (political) life became him like 
“ the leaving it.”—4th]y, there is a view 
wb.ich you have taken of tins cannonade 
on I*uHiey Heaih, wiiere, in the animated 
expression of your abhorrence, at the 
'imlecSncy of the transaction, you ap¬ 
pear to me to have for a moment lost sight 
of lliat impartiality, which is the honour of 
history, and the peculiar glory of yout 
publication. I refer to your allusion to 
the case of Major Campbell; whicli you 
appear in the sometimes' indispensiblc 
hurry of perusal to have mi.staken. IMajot 
C. was found guilty of murder by a jury 
in the ordinary course of law. So found, 
because there appeareil evidence, ihtit he 
had killed a brother olficer, whom he had 
compelled to fight him under unusual cir¬ 
cumstances ; leading to violent suspicion 
of unfairness ; corroborated by the dying 
exclamation of the man w ho fell, h'.xecu- 
tion would in due course have folIoKcd the 
sentence upon the verdict. The govern¬ 
ment so far had nothing Ui^^krwith it; the 
ministry, indeed, might have advised th« 
king to remit the punishment, but they 
did not: and in m'y opinion tliis ivas the 
best, and, for any thing I know to ilie con¬ 
trary, the only good advice they ever gave 
his majesty. Now' surely, my <lear .Sir, tp 
draw the analogy a little closer, you do 
not believe, that if providentialK'^ Caimirig 
had shot Castlereagh, (for wo are tauglit 
“thstnot a sparrow falls!” &c.) or mce 
ifcrsd, that Castlereagh liaddifovidehtitflly 
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shot Canning, a jury of 12 Englishmen 
would have found either guilty of fe¬ 
lony ! What! hang Canning for shoot¬ 
ing Castlereagh, or hang Castlereagh for 
ahonting Canning ! ! ! Good God, Mr. 
Cobbett, have you ever read the Marquis 
Beocario, or what an opinion have you 
formed of the freeholders of Middlesex ? 
Let me entreat you to look at this matter 
then rather in its patriotic consequences, 
than in its exceptions, as an innovation ; 
and, indeed, 1 am nf)t afraid that, when 
you shall have reconsidered its valuable 
tendenc;^,'you will unite to mine your im¬ 
portant approbation of it.—1 am now na¬ 
turally led from my panegyric upon the 
catastrophe, to a consideration of the 
plot, with a rapid appreciation of the re¬ 
spective merits of the performers. “ O ! 
that my enemy would write a book!" 
may, on this occasion, be narrowed to 
“ O! that my enemy would write a letter! ” 
Let us examine Lord Castloreagh's, which 
has matter in it deserving a few moments 
attention. We there, notwithstanding all 
that constitutional dreamers have dreamt 
upon tlie subject, find it publicly avowed, 
by a Secretary of'Slate, that the King of 
England does not chuse his own ministers; 
but that, by an accommodating species of 
co'Optalio (a thing prohibited by the Ro-' 
mans,) they virtually chuse each other. 
So that we have not even the small chance 
of that very small quantity of integrity, 
which collision and opposition might by 
bare possibility strike out of the inde¬ 
pendent action of 12 or i:i politicians in 
theirGCveral departments; but persons are 
put into one office, because they will be, or 
what is in efleci tliesame thing, are turned 
out because they will not be, subservient 
to the views of the person, who fills ano¬ 
ther; and that person the leader, of a fac¬ 
tion in the House of Commons! This is 
the real^ and true state of the case, for to 
talk of any dillerence in principle, would 
be ridiculous in reference to two men, 
who were the underlings of Pitt, and the 
humble, oa.?!S the Edinburgii Reviewers 
would have it, Uie “ sympatlfetic," of per¬ 
haps the *' lofty,” instruments of the w^rst 
measures of hi^ detestable administration. 
—1 now proi.’ecd to the mere personal 
matter in the letter; Lord Caslleieagh, in 
a missive, which should have contained 
but the four words, begins it by telling 
Mr. e. ih*t “ lie,has deceived him.” I^ow 
there, if this had been true, ht stood on 
good ground, as a man, although, per/taps, 
not as a politician. The quarrel in skort^ 


(as Sir Lucius 0‘Trigger would have said) 
was a very pretty quarrel, as it stood; espe¬ 
cially between two persons, having each 
sometliing of the potaloe in him. 1 have 
however put a perhaps, for 1 really do not 
.sec how one factious placeholding politi¬ 
cian can deceive another. An Italian 
meets his friend, and with open arms em¬ 
braces him, but he has a stiletto in his 
hand, w hich his friend expects, and is dis¬ 
engaging his own ; Now this first Italian 
does not deceive the other: he does indeed 
slab him, but that is clear another matter; 
for Jt is obvious by the precautions he 
was using, that his adversary did not de-. 
ceive him. No,'no! call it by its right' 
name, and then we must say that he was 
only the most dexterous. In a word, 
there is no deception amongst the punt¬ 
ers in politics; loaded dice are fair at 
that game, and every body uses them. 
P>ut was I even to admit that a politician’s 
honour could suffer by his being dufied, 1 
have no data to ascertain in that respect, 
what Lord C. could have lost. For in or¬ 
der to find that unknown quantity, we re¬ 
quire iw'O other quantities to be assigned, 
which after the strictest search appear to 
me undiscoverabic ; 1 mean the quantity 
of that quality, political honour, ihiit really* 
and bond fide belonged to Lord C. or was 
imputed to him by bis countiymen, either 
in England or Ireland, before Mr. Canning 
fliscliarged him, and the quantity, (which 
must have grievously suftervd indeed by 
any deduction from it) that rpmained m 
his lawful possession at the very instant he 
discovered that Mr. Canning had robbed 
him of the rest! If one could get from any 
confidential friend, from any of all the 
Seymours for example, and I adjure them 
wy ailjtheir places and pensions! (for the 
public is in total ignorance respecting his 
honour) these Quantities truly assigned, 
one might, as 1 said before, nut only find 
out what Lord Caslleieagh had lost at the 
period alluded to, and which he soaUcct- 
ingly regrets, but one might even discover, 
which is indeed a much more curious 
point, what positive quantity he actually 
possesses now; and which, so far as I 
linow, we have no other data whatsoever 
for ascertaining ! But allowing Lord Cas¬ 
tlereagh to be his own voucher for more 
or less of that quality, which “ hath no 
skill in silrgery, ’ and “ cannot take away 
the grief of a wmind,” let us inquire if he 
even himself thought that Mr. Canning 
had impeached it by concealing his dis¬ 
charge from him; Why, the very reverst 
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is distinctly stated in so many words in 
the actual letter, in the actual same letter; 
wherein he admits that Mr. Canning did 
press its being communicated to him ; a 
matter, resisted, by whom ? why, by his 
very own friends; who doubtless knew 
very well that he would be much better 
pleased by continuing to receive his emo¬ 
luments than By being prematurely in¬ 
formed of an arrangement, the knowledge 
of which would have been incompatible 
with his retaining them. His friends, I 
think, judged very prudently, from tlfeir 
intimate knowledge of the man, and not 
at all the less so, for not having said one 
syllable about his honour; w'hich, from 
some strange misconception or other, ap- 
ears, in the whole of this business, to 
ave occurred^ to nobody but himself! I 
omit the prosing metaphysical matter, and 
a great deal of very bad reasoning relative 
to his having been dishonoured by his 
continuing to exercise his functions, after 
he had been virtually superseded, con¬ 
tained in the middle of the letter, because 
it is obvious, that he conceives (whatever 
tlie nation may) that disgrace was to at¬ 
tach to him, not in respect of any past 
misconduct in his office, but in respect of 
•his being virtually superseded therein 
without his knowing it; whilst it is never¬ 
theless (;uite palpable to the capacity of a 
child, that no person can be disgraced by 
conscientiously continuing to discharge 
the functions of a publjc office, so lung as 
he is not a^are or apprized of any thing 
having occurred, which would make it 
proper for him to retire froni it. I will 
only just farther observe, that having at 
the close of his letter, abandoned the 
only good pretext for calling Canning out, 
contained in it, namely, that he (/ad de¬ 
ceived him, he again changes his ground, 
and rests his quarrel on*a point nearly or 
altogether indiftereiit, viz. on the mode or 
manner of doing a thing, which he admits 
in the same sentence tl^at the other had a 
right to do: and which indeed, the very 
letter written by himself to attack the act 
proves, by its absurdities, ought to have 
been done eliectually as well as virtually 
many many months before. The trdlh 
here, as in almost every case, lies in a nut 
shell; from which, the following is not 
probably very remote. Canning wanted 
Castlereagh’s place for a friemd, Castle- 
reagh was of no importance to any living 
soul but himself: his colleagues therefore 
gave him up at once, rather than suffer 
the diminution of Canning’s abilities in^ 
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the House of Commons. The time was not 
ripe for putting in Canning’s friend; and 
Castlereagh’s friends, who musthave known 
him better than any body else, (though 
he now disowns them!) thought, that 
the}' could mot oblige him more, than by 
continuing to him fro tmpore the emolu¬ 
ments of his office; they therefore did 
not wish to tell him, what would have 
compelled him to relinquish these profits 
(for to suppose that the abilities of the per¬ 
son who wrote that letter could be of any 
use even to the present administration 
would be ridiculous); they therefore con¬ 
cealed it from him, and, in doing so, acted 
the part of friends to him ; (to which, as is 
customary, he makes the return of resent¬ 
ment). He necessarily protracted their 
friendly motives in acting so towards him ; 
and therefore, as it would have been pre¬ 
posterous, if nut ludicrous, in him, to have 
called out his friends, he challenges, bn the 
refuted ground of his having deceived 
him, the only member of the cabinet, who, 
as far as we know from the letter, demon¬ 
strated a desire not to have deceived him ! 
The fact 1 should take to be, that Castie- 
reagh, if he saw at all, musthave seen> 
that he had no one solid reason for chal¬ 
lenging Canning, that did nut apply much, 
•more •strongly to perhaps every other 
member of the cabinet: he consequently 
vacillates from one pretext to another, 
until, as is common with men in that situ¬ 
ation, hb at length iixes oa the wor.st. 
He could not challenge his own friends, 
who were the people that really deceived 
him ; and his quarrel, not being«about 
his honour, as he says, but about his 
office, he naturally, because revenge is 
nalural, (only he will not allow it).chal¬ 
lenged the man, by whose preposition he 

was to be turned out of it.-By the 

bye, people never know themselves ; if 
they did, Casllereagh would never have 
shot Canning for not carrying a proposi¬ 
tion into effect, for aninchoat^ act;" 
since he could irot so soon have forgoUen, 
that, ill the last Session Pailianient, 
Canning had got him acJfGitted of a most 
damnable charge, on the sheer and sole 
ground of the act imputed not having 
been carried into com|>lelc effect by him ! 
Some of your readers peiliaps begin by this 
time to consider me as the a/iologist of 
Canning ; whereas nothing is more remote 
from nay intention. Castlereagh has se¬ 
lected him but of many others, his asso¬ 
ciates, as the fittest on whom to fix a 
charge of deception. He must know 
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him better than we. do j and I have no 
doubt whatever that though erroneous in his 
instance, and wrong in hii reasoning, he 
is right in his imputation. I acknow¬ 
ledge, however, that I do feel a desire on 
this occasion to remove from Mr. Can¬ 
ning’s shoulders a burthen, which he 
ought not exclusively to carry. The 
as^s fault ought not to be laid upon the 
pack saddle. Ariiong.st them, they have 
insulted lord Castlereagh’s honour, as he 
says ; I have cndeavopred in a friendly 
way to convince him, that he hxed 
wrong iu fixing upon Canning, and that, 
consequently, the discharge of a lump of 
lead into Canning’s posteriors leaves his 
honour just where it was before.—Let him 
now then fix right; and there is one 
comprehensive way, the senctur ad 
imum,” in which he will be sure, first or 
last, to get the right .sow by the ear ; and 
should his majesty be then plea.sed to 
adopt for his cabinet the regulations of his 
army, whereb}', in vacancies sooccasioned, 
the promotion is prohibited from going in 
the regiment, should this, Isay, take place, 
and the Whigs accordingly succeed to 
the command, who know's, but that, in 
theircomplete “ coalition with the memo¬ 
ries” of Pitt, and No Popery, they may 
adopt also for their example, the dissen-. 
sions in the cabinet, and, inspired by Pro¬ 
vidence, may also imitate Lord Castle- 
reagh’s mode of deciding them. As niy 
feather writes this, a beam of hope seems 
to shine upon the couniry, with a faint 
promise to us, that thougb England, cor- 
ruptetj^ as her establishments now are, 
can never dream of being defended’by 
the union of her inJiabitatits, she may yet 
be styled by the dissensions of her mi¬ 
nisters. With a fervent prayer, then, that 
the safety of the country may come this 
way, if it can come no other (a prayer 
the more sincere, as its accomplishment 
will suit'my hypothesis,) I hasten to niy 
conclusion of this tedious letter, whose 
substance I fully intended to have compri¬ 
sed ih twen^ lines.. Permit me to add, 
that lam as sensible as you can be of^ the 
dull matter-of-fact tenor of its arguments ; 

I am aware that, you will perceive, as *^1 
indeed did with frequent struggles of self 
denial, the many occasions of vivacity 
and pleasantry which were spontaneously 
pve.«eutcd to me by the subject, but 
which I avoided, " under Providence,” 
by an incessant consideration of, the wel¬ 
fare of my country being at stake ; which 
i thought an unsegsonabie levity mig^it 
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woundfor as the interests werew'eigluy , 
so the styla I deemed should be serious. 
Above all, I hope you will see that I 
have endeavoured carefully to avoid any 
remark, which can be esteemed di.sre- 
speclful, either towards our aged and be¬ 
loved sovereign, his government, or the 
country. Moreover, 1 have, with a world 
of pains, expunged whatever in my 
rough copy appeared to me either sarcas¬ 
tic, or satirical upon the combatants. 
Considering them indeed, (which one must 
do? now that they arc “ fundi officio,”} 
as men politically dead, I have passed 
with a classical charity, mingled with 
melancholy over their ashes the “favillus 
adhuc calmtes” both ol the poet and the 
politician ; whilst “ dc rnortuis nil nisi bo- 
nutn” w ill at once be recognised to have 
been tny rule. On this score, 1 fe«d that 
I have a conscience void of ofience, and 
therefore have nothing fo dread. But if 
it be objected to mo, as I most fear, that 
I have erred on the other side, the side 
of good nafino, by sometimes swerving 
from rigid impartiality, in putting a rnorci 
favourable construction upon certain part.s 
of their conduct, than they will bear, I 
must, like Mr.s. Mal-a-proj), “ own the 
soft imi-ieaclnnent;” I here confess mj’^* 
w'eakne.ss ; I know it to be my vulnerable 
side j but 1 appeal to the benevolence of 
our nature, and as the error i.s amiable, 1 
hope the censure will be charitable ! 

1 remain, my Dear Sir, 

Sincerely yoursj 

C. WORTHJNCTON. 

Collage, Southampton, Oct. 10, 1809. 


■ 

^ ANSWER TO THE F.mNBURGH iStEVIEtT 
*■ ON THE SUEJECr OF 

. REFOHM IN PARLIAMENT. 

From the Vlasgow Sentinel. 

Sir,—The Edinliurgh Review is a work 
which I have long considered as a light 
shining in darkness, and the darkness com¬ 
prehending it not; and when in its attack 
upon Mr. Cobbett, I found it advocating 
the cause of parliamentary dependence, it 
appeared to me as something struck out 
rather by the collision of contest, than th* 
genuine seAtiments of the writer. In the 
last Number of that work, however, no room 
is left to doubt* i'hat it looks upon the inde¬ 
pendence of pAriiament as an impossible, 
I or a dangerods thlhg. That such an ojtb* 



^7] OCTOBWi 21 , 1^09.‘~-The Edinburgh Reviewm. {6i>8 


nion is false in theory, is subversive of all 
free government in practice, and is at 
utter enniity with the constitution of our 
country, I do' notdespair to shew; but in. 
order to do so, I must begin with Mr. 
Ilurae, the real author of the opinion in • 
ijocstion; “ We may,” says he (Essay on ' 
the Independency of Parliament) “ give i 
“ to this influeifce, what name we please; 

“ we may call it by the invidious appella- 
" tions of corruption and dependence, hut 
" some degree and some kind of it are in- 
" separable from the very nature of the 
“ constitution, and necessary to the pre- 
“ servation of our mixt government.” In 
a note, he ailects to liijiit this crown in¬ 
fluence to ofiices and honours, and depre¬ 
cates what he calls private bribery ; by 
which, I suppose, he means pecuniary in¬ 
fluence ; as a Shameless prostitution, and 
as always infamous under all ministers : 
but notwithstanding this distinction, I be¬ 
lieve if he had compared his idea.:, he 
would have come t(* the same Conclusion 
with regard to both species. For the in¬ 
fluence by oflices and honours, eitlter mu.5t 
weigh in a membt r’s mind, so far a.s to 
direct his jodgnu iit, and determine his 
vote, or it must not; ifit does, what can 
.money do more ? if it does not, it is use¬ 
less. But to leave this distinction, a dis- • 
tiiiction williooi a <Jiiieiencc; let us pro¬ 
ceed to the pr'xeiple. itself; speaking of 
llieHoit.se oi (’o!im!oii,s, he say.s, “how' 
“ easy would it l>e I’or that house to wrest 
“ from the ( lown all ds powers, one after 
“another, tiV making every grant condi- 
“ tional, and choosing liioir time so well, 

“ that their rel'usal of supply should only 
“ distre.ss the government, witliout giving 
” forcign^powers any advantage over us.” 
In this sagacious fjuery, the learned geif- 
llemaii .seem.“ inclitied to carry Ids theory 
©f the want of conncctinn between cause 
and efliicl as far as it will go; but I am so 
far a disciple of the old school, as to con¬ 
ceive that there can be no efli ct without 
a cause, that in the eve'nt of the House of 
Conifiions wi.shing to deprive the Crown of 
its powers, it must either have the support 
of the people, or it must not; if it have 
not, it can do no harm ; the king, by dis¬ 
solving the house, can give an opportunity 
to the people to send other repre.scntatives, 
juster bearers of the public sentiment; if 
it have tliat support, then the discontent of 
the people is an etlecl which must have 
an adeejuate cause; eitbiir those powers 
vested in the Crown are grievous to the 
people, and hard to be borne, or they are 


not; if they are, they deserve to be abo¬ 
lished ; if they are not, it is not conceiv¬ 
able that the people should give that sup¬ 
port to the Hou.se of Commons, which ts 
necessary to the subver.sion of monara]jy. 
So mucl) for the eftict likely to be pro¬ 
duced on the monarchical part of our con¬ 
stitution, by the subject in question. Let 
us now see its eflects on the democratkal 
part of it; this we will find in the very- 
next passage after the one last quoted from 
Hume. “ Did the House of t’ommons,” 
says he, " depend in the same manner on 
“ the king, and had none of the members 
“ any prqj|jerty hut from his gift, would 
“ not he command all llkir resolutions, 
“ and he from that moment abjsolule 
Now, in an assembly where the resolutions 
are carried by the majority, cither the 
majority are influenced, or they are not; 
if they are not, this influence, " Vnvidi- 
ously called corruption and dependence” 
is of no u.sc, and our mixed government 
still remaining, shews that for its pre¬ 
servation, it stands in no need of such 
an assistant; if the miijority he influenced, 
what is this, to use the words of Mr. Locke, 
(on Government, 2. § 222.) “ but to cut 
“ up the government by the roots, and 
“ poison the very fountain of pulilic secu- 
ritji? for the people having reserved 
“ to themselves the choice of their re- 
“ presentatives, as the fence to their 
“ ljro|)ertie.s, could do it for no other 
“end, but that they might ahvays be 
“ freely' chosen, and, so cho.sen, freely 
“ act and advise, as the necessity of the 
“ commonw'ealth and the public,# good 
“ should, upon examination ami mature 
“ debate, be judged to require. This, 
those who give their votes beforf they 
“ hear the debate, ami have weighed the 
“ reasoii-s on all sides, are not capable of 
“ dcring. To prepare such an assembly as 
“ this, and endeavour to set up the declared 
“ abettors of his own will, for the true re- 
“ presentatives of the people, and^the law- 
“ makers of the society, is certainly as 
“ great a breach of tru.st, and as perfect a 
“ declaratio* of a desi^ft^to subvert the 
“ government, as i.s possible to be met 
“ with.”—1 now.come to shew that par¬ 
liamentary dependence, is, in proportion 
to its extent, subversive of all free govern¬ 
ment, in practise : and in order to be con¬ 
vinced of this, we have only' to consult 
history, and observe the gradations by 
which, Miben the Ia;gislaiive and Execu¬ 
tive powers have been vested in distinct 
bodies, the former have graduaily beconae 
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•ubseryient to the latter; and the conclu¬ 
sion will hold equally good, whether the 
Legislative be an hereditary or elected 
body. In Roman history, for example, the 
Senate, by the disturbances and bloodshed 
that took place, during, and immediately 
after the first of the Caesars, had lost tainch 
of its power and dignity. Its purgation 
wats reserved for Augustus, who, by ex¬ 
pelling some members, and persuading 
others to take themselves oil', attempted 
its reformation; but this being his own 
act, and by his own individual power, ne¬ 
cessarily brought that body under his con- 
troul. '' Whilst,” says Gibbon (Roman 
Emp.) “he thus restored the dignity, he 
“ destroyed the independence of the Se- 
nate. The principled of a free constitu- 
“ tion are irrecoverably lost, when the 
“Legislative power is nominated by the 
Executive.” We accordingly find that 
that body from whom the kings of the 
earth were wont to solicit an audience, as 
its slaves and freedmen, fell more and 
more into contempt, till its power and 
authority were annihilated by Dioclesiari, 
and the universal maxim came to be, 
“ The will of the Prince is the supreme 
" law.” If we lorfk to the history of 
Spain, we will find that both in Arragon 
and Castile, the Cortes, though indtqiend-* 
ent, and invested with much greater powers 
than are vested in the House of Commons, 
did not subvert monarchy. In the prin¬ 
cipality of Catalonia, indeed, the impa¬ 
tience of the peojile to obtain redress of 
their grievances, did induce them to take 
tip aapis against their Sovereign John II. 
A. D. 1402, and to endeavour to establish a 
republican form of government; but this 
was the work of a whole peiJfile, goaded to 
desperation by misgovernment, and not 
the endeavour of one part of their consti¬ 
tution, in consequence of its independence,. 
to subvert the other. Seventy-seven years 
«fter this period, we find the ancient cori- 
stitutioj} of the Castilian Cortes subverted 
by Charles, and an assembly, to use the 
W’ords of Dtt^Robertson (Hist. Chas. V.) 
“ bearing no reSfmblance, eirtier in power, 
•• or dignity, or independence, to the syi- 
“ cient Cortes, and absolutely at the devo- 
“ tion of tlie court in all their determina- 
“ tions,” Substituted in its room; and so 
of the others, till at last the whole Penin¬ 
sula was grasped by despotism—It would 
be tedious to trace the fate of government 
in the different countries of Europe, where 
in consequence of the early inhabitants 
being allodial proprieton^ the legislative 
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powers were vested in Parliaments, As¬ 
semblies of the Estates, Cortds, and Diets; 
different from and controuling the execu¬ 
tive, and where, in course of time, by force 
or fraud, the executive came to controul 
the legislative. It may be.remarked, how¬ 
ever, that the mode of controul does not 
alter the question; the ascendancy which 
an executive obtains over*a legislative, by 
(to use the polite name of) influence, 
being just as certain as that which it ob¬ 
tains by the dread of banishment, or a 
Bastile ; and is more perniciou.s, in fact, 
inasmuch as slavery, under the semblance 
of liberty, is more hopeless than open and 
undisguised slavery, hgainst which there 
is gre iter probability of mankind asserting 
the rights of their nature. Having thus 
shewn that the necessity of Parliamentary 
dependence to the continuance of our 
mixed gorernment, is false in theory, 
and in practice subversive of every tli’cig 
like freedom, no Briton, I think, will 
deny, that the third position flows as a co¬ 
rollary from the two first, and that par¬ 
liamentary dependence is at iitte/ emnily 
with the constitution of our countiy. 
The aiitliority of Blackstone, on this last 
point, is decisive. The constitutional 
“ government of this island,” says he," 
(Com. Introd. § 2d.) “ is so admirably 
“ tempered and compounded, that nothing 
“ can endanger or hurt it, but destroying 
“ the equilibrium of power between one 
“ branch of the legislature and the rest. 

“ For, if ever it should happe,n, that the 
“ independence of any one should be lost, 
“ or that it should become subservient 
“ to the views of cither of the other 
“ two, there would soon be an end of 
“ our constitution.” If the alaove rea¬ 
soning, be correct, the independence of 
parliament is a thing which ought to be 
'granted to the ptiople of Britain, as their 
just right, whether it would or would not 
reduce “ the burden of our taxes,” “ the 
“ preponderating influence of the Crown,” 
“ and the monopoly of political power.” ‘ 
—Leaving, therefore, those topics into 
which the Reviewer has entered at so 
great length, as scarcely bearing upon 
th*e main point;. we find him, (in page 
800 of the Review), apprehending, as Mr. 
Hume has done before him, that an altera¬ 
tion in the House of Commons would be 
attended ^th the abolition both of the 
Crown and Aristocracy; but in his enun¬ 
ciation of this *^ 08 ition, be seems to be 
guilty of an unfairness, similar to that, to 
^ which some aristocrats Itave recourse, who 



(JOl] OCTOBER 21, 1809.— The Edwbtergh Reoieatert. [602 


in beating down every thing that savours 
of democracy, choose to draw their pic¬ 
ture of the people of Britain in the 19th 
century, from Shalcespeare’s description 
of the Roman populace in Coriolanus, or 
of Jack Cade and his associates in Henry 
6th. For, that the house of Commons 
would not be cpmposed entirely of the 
representatives of the yeomanry and 
tradesmen, is sufficiently manifest to any 
one, that will for a moment consider of 
what sort of men the Commons of Bri¬ 
tain are composed ; that they consist of 
the younger branches of noble families ; 
of knights; of country gentlemen of great 
landed property; of wealthy merchants 
and manufacturers; and of the indivi¬ 
duals in the three learned professions ; as 
well as of the yeomanry of the counties, 
and the tradesmen of the burghs; notv 
although the representation were to go 
by numbers only, yet, from the very na¬ 
ture of things, and the situation of so¬ 
ciety, the sentiments of the two latter 
classes, would be much modelled by those 
ot the foriinn"; Indeed, the apprehensions 
which some afl’ect to entertain of the ver- 
lalility and turbulence of the people, 
limiting the phrase even to the two last 
classes of commoners, aj^pear to me rather 
symptomatic ef hypochondria, as in all 
countries, attachmemt to old customs, and 
aversion from novelty, arc generally 
found to be the characteristics of the 
great body of the people; who, says 
Locke, (on tSovernment, 2. § 223), “ are 
" not so easily got out of their old forms, 
“ as some are apt to suggest. They are 
“ hardly to be prevailed with to amend 
“ the acknowledged faults in the frame 
" they liaife been accustomed to. And* 
if there be any original defects, or 
adventitious ones introdq,ecd by time, or 
"corruption; it is not an easy thing 
" to be changed, even when all the w'orld 
" sees lliere is an opportunity for it.— 
" This slowness and aversion in the people 
" to quit their old constitutions, has, in the 
“ many revolutions that have been seen in 
“ this kingdom, in this and former ages, 
" still kept us to, or after some interval o/ 
" fruitless attempt, still brought us back 
" again to our old legi.slature of King, 
" Lords, and Commons : and whatever 
“ prpvocations have made the Crown be 
" taken from some of our Princes’ heads, 
" they never carried the people so far as 
“ to place it in another line.*’ But a most 
beneficial Reform could be introduced into 
Parliament, and at the same time leave to 


wealth and stake in the country, that in¬ 
fluence which it always will and ought to 
have. Let the elective franchise be ex» 
tended to every man, who, to use Biapk- 
stone’s phrase, may have a will of his own; 
suppose that the number of electors so 
qualified, amounts to twp millions, and 
that the number of members to be return¬ 
ed to Parliament is 400 ;* if the qualified 
population be divided into 200 equal parts, 
it will give 10,000 electors to every mem¬ 
ber, and thus half the representatives will 
be returned, who will, of course^ be the 
representatives of the population. The 
W’ealth of the country may be ecjually ea¬ 
sily represented by the Income Tax being 
made perniarient, and divided into 200 
equal parts, and every district where one 
of these parts is levied, returning a mem¬ 
ber, the person yiaying 51. of tax, having 
one vote, and, if 501. ten votes, and so in 
pro|)ortion ; the American mode of col¬ 
lecting the taxes being adopted, and the 
longest term of one parliament being 
three years. What i.s next said about 
the House of Commons, sending up a 
number of popular bills, is just what 
Mume says about their divesting the 
Crown of its powers, and it is therefore to 
be answered in the same manner. Next, 
of the 5iohility of England being no longer 
distinguishable as to their interests from 
her opulent Commoners, and of there be¬ 
ing no intelligible grounds for excluding 
the influence of the one, more than that 
of the other; 1 perfectly agree to, suppos¬ 
ing, that their Judicial business were per¬ 
formed openly, as it is said to be virtually, 
by the Lord Chancellor; and that they 
were to cease to exist as a separate body. 
They would then certainly have a fight 
to vote for the representatives both of the 
wealth and population ; but so long, as 
they choose to have a house of their own, 
possessed of a veto upon the proceedings 
of the House of Commons, it is manifestly 
unfair that they should have any tSing to 
say in this House. The support which is 
next end eavoiyed to be drajKJi from history 
in favour of Ine principle, appear.stome 
equally misplaced j for, in the first place, 
a dcspotical government never can he a 
secure one, and the abolition of monarchy 
in England, had nearly the same origin, as 
the revolt of Holland and Zealand, under 
the infamous government of the Duke of 
Alva. In the second place, Charles, ■ by 
consenting* to the Parliament having the 
power of continuing itself, vested in it an 
•unconstitutional and improper power, and 
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sucii as now-a*days would never be grunt¬ 
ed. Perfectly agreeing vrilh the writer in 
bis last paragraph, I am, Sir, very re¬ 
spectfully, your obedient servant,—A. Z. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

War between Adstkia ani> France, and 
THE Expedition to Holland. —Notes 
from the French Official Paper, theMoni- 
ieur, on the Artkks published in the 
London Papers upon the above sukjecis^ 
(Clintinmd from page bid.) 

On the 1st oPSeptember there were be¬ 
tween Flanders and the Scheldt and 
Maeslricht, 20,000 men*nder arms. They 
were not all regulars, but they were all 
commanded by men who had served; 
they were all volunteers, and consisted, 
for the most part, of former under office rs, 
and former soldiers who had obtained 
their discharges, and who had run to 
arms on the first signal.—Lord Chatham, 
thcrefbi e, charged himself with a senseless 
operation, and those, therefore, who pi'oject- 
ed it, shewed themselves to be as ignorant 
of the climate as* of the localities. Lord 
Chatham saved the English army by de¬ 
termining to ve-cnibark it; but every day, 
that he delays to execute this flelcrmi- 
nation, heightens the misfortunes of his 
expedition, and if he is culpable, it is not 
in having ordered the retreat, it is in hav¬ 
ing so long delayed to re-einbark ; for 
during this delay, the English troops con¬ 
tract ^resh diseases, and btx;omc infected 
with fresh seeds of destruction.—Let it 
suffice to say that tlie Enifieror, when he 
leanied that an English army had been 
landed upon that point, recommended that 
it should not be attacked, and that we should 
leave the destruction of it to the diseases, 
which, in that dangerous climate, must do 
the enefny more injury than the cannon, 
W'itbont its costing any thing to Franc e. 

Thcfeiglish, in landing in Flanders, did, 
therefore, a thing contrary to ail the rules 
of war: IstT'^^cause they*took I'oa- the 
theatre of their operations a country so 
unwholesome, that they had to presume 
that a moiith’s stay in it would destroy 
this army ; that the country is covered 
with stiong places, such as Flushing, Bei - 
gen-op-Zt>om, Bathz, and Lillo; and on 
the sieJe of the Island of Cadsand, tlte new 
Fort Napoleon, &c. &c. 2d. Because their 
principal object appeared to be to cap¬ 
ture the s<|uadFon; they ought to lyivc 
imagined that the squadron depended * 


upon Antwerp, and that Antwerp wns im-i 
pregnable, for its comm uni catious with 
France could not be cut oil’, ekeept by im¬ 
mense armies, against which the whole 
population of France would have time to 
march.—The result of all which is, that 
the English have*been for so many years 
shut out of the Continent, that they are no 
longer acquainted with it. Every thing 
has changed, except their hatred against 
France. 

With regard to the Island of Walcheren, 
it is said that they mean to keep it. We 
should have only cause to applaud this 
resolution for nijny reasons; 1st. The 
English, although they had 20,000 men in 
the Island of Walcheren, could not prevent 
it from being attacked and retaken ; ■2d. 
20,000 English, exposed fo the influence 
of the climate, would experience so much 
loss, that if would be neCessary to be con¬ 
tinually reinforcing them : that, in the 
course of the year, 80,000 men would as ne¬ 
cessarily become victims to the climate, 
and it would cost them more to guard 
this niarsli than to preserve the East In¬ 
dies; but it is probable thai time would, 
not be left for them to stiller sucli losses. 
The channel between the two Islands is si* 
narrow, that bombs can reach from the oiitJ 
to the oilier. 'J’lic twenty ships of the 
line, and the flotilla which wc have in the 
.Sclieldt, would soOn make us masters of 
that river. It would not be I'orgotlen, that 
lour years ago, aiitl with our fioliila alone, 
we were masters of all tbi; chast ; can it 
be doubted that we should be soon masters 
of a closed sea? and can it, at tiie same 
time, be supjiosed tliat the .English would 
attempt to keep Flushing niihout being 
•masters oftlie Scheldt r Besides, a flotilla 
is too flangerous a war for tlieni. Such u 
.war is not carried on with boats alone ; it 
is conducted with excellent troops, that is 
to say, with means which do not allow the 
English any advantage over us. 

We well know that men exist \vho,i 
although completely ignorant of the art of 
war, have, notwii.hstariding, the silly habit 
of taking and endcaYonring to give counsel 
t»( those who are masters in it ; those peo¬ 
ple, yet more skilful than that public 
speaker who introduced the subject of wai 
before Hannibal, tel) you, that the English, 
by preserving the Island of Walcheren, 
will make it a second Gibraltar, or another 
Malta ; in fin« a commanding point which 
will render them masters of Flanders, of 
Holland, &c. Poor m'admen ! they cannot 
perceive that if the English persistin keep- 
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ing the Island of VValchercn, that circum¬ 
stance would be as advantageous for us as 
if they were-embarrassed in the heart of 
Spain.—In general, whenever an English 
army lands on the Continent, every real^ 
Erenchman ought to rejoice.—Such aeon- 
test IS completely in our favour : a nation 
of three millions^of men cannot meet man, 
for man a nation of forty millions. A new 
arm}'^, all tlie elements of which are in the 
i>avy, cannot keep the field against the 
veteran forces which have conquered two- 
thirds of Europe ; in fine, an arihy which 
can only arrive by sea, has neither artillery, 
cavalry, nor equipages, jt least it has a 
very great inferiority in all these means, 
and lord Chatham really could not mount 
more than 2,()t)() cavalry ? well ! before 
15 days were elapsed, the French eft'ective 
cavalry, which were assembled on the 
Banks of the Scheldt, amounted to 4,000 ! 

‘ Reflecting also that our troops arc not 
' led on by a Marlborougb, a Wolfe, 

' or even a Wellesley.’ 

We here see what the spirit of party is 
capable t)f. It is a pity that Sir Arthur 
Wellesley had not the command instead of 
Lord Chatham. "I'lic latter saved the Eng¬ 
lish army ; the other would probably have 
lost it, as he has lost that wiiich he com¬ 
manded in Spain—where he had the im- 
prudt nce to entangle himself with 30,000 
men, without reflecting that be thus ex¬ 
posed bis left wing to the diflerent corps 
of the Dukes of Dalmatia, of Elchingen, 
and of 'I’reviso, who had 70,000 men 
under arms. He has, it is true, drawn him¬ 
self one of this critical situation, by a 
preciiiitate flight, and by abandoning 
his hospitals, his wounded, his horses, 
and a paPt of his equipages. It was 
thus that Cen. Moore, in his ridiculous 
expedition in the inonlli ok Nov, last, fled 
from Henevento to Corunna, abandoning 
his allies, his horses, !>is ammunition, and 
bis equipages. Neither the one nor the 
other of these tienerals has displayed that 
foresight, which is a characteristic so es¬ 
sential in war, and which prompts to do 
only what can be supported, and to under¬ 
take only what presents the greatest nutn-» 
her of chances of success. Sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley has not evinced more talent than the 
menVho direct the cabinet of St. .lames’s. 
To wish to support Spain againij!; France, 
and to contend upon the Continent with 
France, is forming an cntfiprize which 
will cost dear to those w'ho'liave under¬ 
taken it, and w’hp will, meet in it only dis¬ 
asters. Conflagrations, it is true, may be 


kept up; misfortunes maybe brought on 
peaceable inhabitants; rivers of blood 
may flow; the people, the prutc(itors of 
whom they call themselves, may be ruiii- 
ed ; but any other results are impossible.' 

The Moniteur of the .3()th of September, 
contains an article extracted from an even¬ 
ing paper on the failure of our Expedition 
against Antwerp, in which it is said, that 
the Armistice concluded on the Danube, 
could not hut have a powerful influence 
on the issue of that expedition, m^kes the 
followingremarks on this assertion: “ What 
a miserable excuse; what have 4hc afl'airs 
of the Danube to do with the expedition 
of the Scheldt. Can it for a moment be 
supposed that France stood in need of the 
army which is in Vienna to defend herself 
against the English. The English expedi¬ 
tion failed because it was extravagant; 
it would also have failed had the French 
been defeated at Wagrani; na\', it would 
in that case have more certainly failed of 
success, because an unfortunate event would 
have doubled the energy of the French in 
the interior; it would have, because, in 
fact, fools only could attempt a similar ex¬ 
pedition in a month, and a climate where 
epidenyc fevers carry off one moiety of 
the army. Had i* been undertaken in the 
month of May, the chances against its suc- 
ce.ss would have been far less considerable; 
because at that time of the year no dread 
of maladies was to be entertained. The 
Cabinet of St. .Tames’s, acting.in a different 
manner, displayed the utmost ignoi^ance 
of circumstances, in a case to which it 
attached so much importance. The cx« 
pedition was absurd ; because Fltls|iiijg' 
could not he supposed to he taken hut 
after a long siege, carried on in the midst 
of inundations; because after the reduc¬ 
tion of Flushing it was necessary to direct 
further operations against Batz, Bergen- 
op-Zoom and Lillo; and because no attack 
on the strong place of Antwerp could he 
made but after previous sieges, to the num¬ 
ber of three, wiiich must ta>y''at least three 
months; and because it was not recollect¬ 
ed fliat the fourth battalions of the regi¬ 
ments of all the array, which remain in 
France, form an army of more than a hun¬ 
dred thousand man, exclusively of the na¬ 
tional guards and gens d’drmes of the 
neighbouring departments. In less than 
eight days ji corps of 4,000 horse was SiS- 
sehibled at Antwerp, while all the cavalry 
tif Lord Chatham’s army did not exceed 
*1,000,—Let not the English boast of thek 
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iio($]inf the key of the Scheldt, they can¬ 
not* boM it ; any force which may be 
destined to defend that place must in the 
end be lost to England, either by capitula¬ 
tion or sickness, and in the former case 
we shall be more than indemnified for the 
loss of 4,000 men, who capitulated in 
Flushing, not 1,000 of whom were Freiich. 


Spanish Revolution. —Royal Order, direct¬ 
ed to his Excellency the Marquis de Ro- 
tnana, and transmitted to him by Don 
Mat tin Garay, dated Badr^oz, Aug, .3J. 

In the midst of the great cares and at¬ 
tentions which the Supreme Governing 
J unta of the kingdom taken, to follow 
with activity and hrmness the defence of the 
country, it has never lost sight of the salu¬ 
tary reforms which the nation earnestly ex¬ 
pects,which its actual situation requires, 
and which must be the foundation of its fu¬ 
ture prosperity. Oneofthe greatest objects 
which now claim its attention, and which 
ought to occupy it with the greatest ac¬ 
tivity, is the convocation of the Cortes, 
the most important object which can, or 
ought, to employ the Supreme Junta. The 
more important this object is, the more 
necessary are the knowledge, the observa¬ 
tions, and the experience of those who 
compose that assembly; and as, in a dis¬ 
cussion of such magnitude, it will be ex¬ 
pected by the nation, that all should con¬ 
cur, his majesty has been pleased to 
grant, that all the deputies shall give their 
assistance. It will therefore be necessary, 
in cfinsequence of this sovereign, and 
general determination, that the Marquis 
de Humana separate himself from his 
troops, and come to this city to exercise 
the functions of representative of the na¬ 
tional body, though it is certainly most 
difficult to place at their head a Chief of 
equal experience and achievements; con¬ 
sidering, however, the .state of the king¬ 
dom of Gallicia, and the principality of 
Asturias, the Junta, after mature deli¬ 
beration, has d&termined that the Marquis 
shall transfer his command to that Gene¬ 
ral of his army whom he shall judge most 
capable.—I communicate to your excel¬ 
lency the order of his majesty, for its 
fulfilment, advising at the same time that 
the command of the army cannot with 
propriety be transferred to the m^jor 
general the Conde de Noronha, because 
he being second CommandantAii neral in 


Gallicia, ought-alwayts to remain in that 
kingdom. 

In consequence of this Royal Order, 
the Marquis de Romana has signified, 
that he has confided the command of 
%e army to the major-gen. Don Gabriel 
de Mendezabal, and that of the kingdom, 
to the Conde de Noronl|g, second Com¬ 
mandant-General, and President of its 
Royal Audience. 

Proclamation to the Army by the Marquie 
de Romana. 

Soldiers!—The august voice of our 
sovereign, Ferdinand, reached our ears 
in Denmark, and we obeyed the call. 
Our country invoked our aid, and a gene¬ 
rous nation, traversing stormy seas, 
conducted us to join our valiant coun¬ 
trymen, from W'hom w« hid been separa¬ 
ted by the atrocious perfidy and vile 
prostitution of an individual. You have 
resisted the mortal blows aimed at you by 
the tyrant Napoleon, to -destroy you. 
You have sullered with me the disasters 
which his unequalled force has spread 
through the whole nntioii, and though all 
Europe; but you, without other assistance 
than your own valour—without other 
arms than those furnished by nature— 
without other ammuniiion than your own 
inimitable constancy — without other 
stimuli than your own heroic patriotism 
—without other ambition than that in¬ 
spired by your honour and fidelity; have 
disputed the first .fruits of his triumph ; 
and have raised your namer, to a level 
with those of the men who have been born 
to inspire admiration.—Gallicia is covered 
with French carcasses: neither ancient 
Carthage, nor modern France, can cora- 
<pare their marches with those incessant 
ones, which, during six months of w'ant 
and privation, ypu have made among the 
impenetrable Alps of Castile, Gallicia, and 
the Asturias, in the must exposed and 
rigorous .situations. Immortal warriors! 
without great and signal battles, you have 
annihilated the proud army of the tyrant, 
by aiding the national patriotism, sup¬ 
porting the noble fermentation, harassing 
ijie troops of the enemy, defeating them 
in small skirmishes, and reducing their 
possession to the ground on which they 
stand; you have fulfilled the most elevated 
obligatioi^ of the sohlier, and the fatigues 
and car^4 which I, as your general, 
have undergoij,e for your sakes, ace the 
reward I owe you. (To be continued.) 
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COD] 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Pistolling Privy-Counsellobs.—^I n 
ray last Number, at page 516,1 inserted the 
Letter of I-ord Castlereagh, containing his 
Charges against Mr. Canning; and, there¬ 
fore, justice demands, tliat I here inserj:, 
in like manner, Mr. Canning’s Defence j 
when 1 have <Une which, I shall offer such 
further observations as occur to me upon 
this at once ludicrous and scandalous trans¬ 
action. 

“ It is perfectly true, that .so long ago 
“ as Easter, Mr. Canning had repre-sented 
“ to the Duke of Portland the insulliciency 
" (in his opinion) of the Goveriinient, 
“ as then constituted, to carry on the 
“ affairs of the country, under all the diffi- 
" culties of the times, and had requested 

that, unless some change .should be 
“ effected in it, he might be permitted to 
“ resign his office. It is equally true that 
“ in the course of the discussion which 
" arose out of this representation, it was 
" proposed to Mr. Canning, and accepted 
" by him, its the condition of his consent- 
“ ing to retain the seals of the Foreign 
“ office, that a change should be made in 
" the War Department.—But it is not true 
“ that the time at which that change was 
" ultimately proposed to be made, was of 
“Mr. Canning’s choicej and it.is not 
“ true that he was party or consenting to 
“ the concealment of that mtended change 
“ from Lord Castlereagh.—With respect 
“to the concealment,Mr. Canning,some 
" short time previous to the date of Lord 
“ Castlereagli’s letter, without the smallest 
“ suspicion of the existence of any inten- 
“ tion on the part of Lord Castlereagh to 
“ make such an appeal to Mr, Canning ^ 
“ that letter contains, but upon informa- 

tion that some misapprehension did exist 
“ as to Mr. Canning’s supposed concur- 
“ rence in the reserve which had been 
“ practised towards Lord Castlereagh, 
« transmitted to one of Lord Castlereagh’s 
"most intimate friends, t<f be coinmupi- 
" cated whenever he might think proper, 

the copy of^ a letter,addressed by Mr, 


Canning to the Duke of Portland, in the 
month of July, in which Mr. Canning 
reque-sts, ' in justice to himself) that it 
may be remembered, whenever hcre- 
“ after this concealment shall be alJedged 
“ fas he doubts not that it will) against 
“ him, as an act of injustice towards Lord 
" Castlereagh. that it did not originate in 
“ his suggestion; that so far from desiring 
" it, he conceived, however erroneously, 
" Lord Camden to be the sure channel of 
communication to Lord Castlereagh; and 
" that up to a very late period he be- 
“ lieved such communication to have been 
“ actually made.’—The copy of this letter, 
"and of the Duke of Portland’s answer 
" to it, ‘ acknowledging Mr. Canning^! 
" repeated remonstrances against the con- 
" cealnient,’ are still in the possession of 
“ Lord Castlereagh's friend.—The com- 
*" munication to Lord Camden, to which 
“ this letter refers, was made on the, 28th 
" of April, with Mr. Canning’s know- 
“ ledge, and at his particular desire. Lord 
" Camden being the near connection and 
“ most confidential friend of Lord Castle- 
" reagh, it never occurred to Mr. Canning, 
" nor was jt credible to him, till he rc- 
" ceived the most positive asseverations of 
" the fact, that Lord Catnden had kept 
" back snch a cotmnunication from *Lord 
“ Castlereagh —With respect to the period 
" at which tlic cliange in the War Depart- 
“ ment was to take place, Mr. Canning 
" was induced, in the first instance, to 
" consent to its postponement till the 
" rising of pariiaraent, partly by ihc re- 
" presentations made to himself of the 
" inconvenicncies of any change in the 
“ middle of 'a Session, Sut principally 
"■ ftom a consideration of the particular 
" circumstances under which Lord Castle- 
“ reagh stood in the House of Commons 
" after Easter; circumstances which would 
" have given to Iris removal at that period 
" of the Session, clMrac.ur whkh^ it was 
" certainly no part of Mr. Canning's vjish 
" that it should bear. —Mr. Canning, how- 
" ever, received the most positive promise, 
" that a change in the War Department 
• U 


“ The snake,' tradition’s tale avers, 

" Shifts, once a year, bis speckled skin ; 

" But >10 imprmtmenl change infers; 

“ He’s still the self same snake within.” / 
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'' should take place immediately upon the 
close of the Session. When that time 
^ arrived, the earnest and repeated en- 
"ti^atics of most of Lord Castlereagh’s 
'' friends in the Cabinet, were employed 
to prevail upon Mr. Canning to consent 
‘‘ to the postponement of the arrange- 
“ ment.—At length, and most reluctant- 
ly, he did give his consent to its being 
" postponed to the period proposed by 
“ Lord Castlereagh’s friends, viz. the ler- 
“ miiiation of the Expedition then in pre- 
"paratian; but he did so upon the most 
" distinct and solemn assurances, that 
" whatever might be the issue of the Ex- 
“ pedition, the change should take place 
•* at that period; th^ the Seals, of the 
“ War Department sliould then be offered 
“ to Lord Wellesley (the person for whose 
“.accession to the Cabinet, Mr. Canning 
“ was known to be most anxious), and that 
“ the interval should be diligently cm- 
“ ployed by Lord Castlereagh’s friends, 
“ in preparing Lord Castla-mgli’s mind 
*' to acrjidesce in such an arrangement .— 
“ Jt was therefore matter of astonishment 
“ to Mr. Canning, when, at the issue of 
“ thoExpedition,, he reminded the Duke 
“ of Portland, that the time was now come 
“ for his Grace’s writing to Lord fVelles- 
“ ky, to find, that so far from the interval 
“ having been employed by Lord Casllc- 
“ reagh’s friends, in preparing Lord Castle- 
“ reagh for *1116 change, the same reserve 
“ had been continued towards him, against 
“which Mr. Canning had before so 
“ earnestly remonstrated. Being inform- 
“ ed' of tlii.s circumstance, by the^ Duke 
“ of Portland, and learning at the same 
“ time from his Grace, ihrit tliere were 
* ofner difficulties attending the pro- 
“ raised arrangement of which Mr. Can, 
“ rting had not btefore been apprised; 
“ and that the Duke of Portland had hirn- 
“ selj; come to a determination' to retire 
“ from office, Mr. Canning instantly, and 
" betwe any stepwhatever had been taken 
“ towards carrying the promised arr.ange- 
“ ment into efl’fct. Withdrew his claim, and 
« requested the Duke of Pohlaud 'to tender 
*' his (Mr. Canning’s) resignation, iit*the 
“ same time with his Grace’s, to the King. 

" This w as on Wednesday the Gth of 
" September, previously to the Levee of 
" that day.—^All questimi of the perform- 
"ance of the promise made to Mr. Caii- 
“ ning being thus at an end, the reserve 
" which Lord Castlereagh’s di iends bad 
" hitherto so perseveriiigly practised to- 
" wardi Lord Cartlereagh appears t^hstVe 


n 
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" been laid aside. I,ord Castlercagh was 
" now made acquainted w'ith the nature of 
“ thearrangementwhich had been intended 
" to have been proposed to him. What 
“ may have been the reasons which pre- 
“ vented Lord Castlereagh’s friends from 
“ fulfilling the assurraiiccs givcii to Mr. 
“ Canning that Lord Castlcreagh’s mind 
“ should be prepared by their communi- 
" cations for the arrangtimcnt intended to 
" be carried into effect; and what the 
" motives for the disclosure to Lord Cas- 
" flereagh after that arrangement had 
“ ceased to be in contemplation, it is not 
“ for Mr. Canning to explain.” 

This defence appeared first in the Morn¬ 
ing Chronicle, a circumstance which (join¬ 
ed with others to be noticed by-and-hv) 
is, as to the views of Mr.< Canning, very- 

well worthy of notice.--As an answer to 

Lai d Castlercagh's c/targttthls paper amounts 
to just nothing at all. A man who is a 
tolerable master of words,-may so confuse 
any statement of facts as to raise out of it 
a question for dispute amongst persons, not 
accustomed to reason, or, not natuially of 
very clear heads; and, such is the device 
to which the " Captain of Eton” has now 
had recourse. He lias laboured hard to 
“ be-Oother” the matter, and, h.is, in some 
mea.sure, .succeeded ; but, 1 iliink, I may 
venture to say, tliat he has not jiioduccd 
the slightest alteration in the before-formed 
opinion of any man of even common dis- 
cernincnt. \Ve diave nothing here hut 
quibbling and shuffling; and not a single 
lact of any inqmrtance, nor a single argu¬ 
ment to remove the charge, which it was 

the object of the statement to remove.-— 

In the bolher-braln letter of my Lord Cas- 
,.tlereagh we find, after a great deal of la- 
.bour.fo get at the true meaning; after 
silting and boulting this confused heap of 
verbosity, we riiid Air. Canniirg charged 
vi\i\\underhanddeuling; we find him charged 
with luiviug, UJsKKOWN 'I’O LORDCAS- 
TLEREAGH, obtainedfrom the Dukeof Port¬ 
land, a positivept omm that Lord Castlercagh 
should be put out of his place; ^i\A, having, 
white he carried this promise in his pocket, con¬ 
tinued, for many months, not only to be one qf 
the same ministry with Lai d Castlei eagh, but to 
act towards that Lrn^d with all the appearances 

of cordiality. -Such is the cliarge which 

I^rd Casdereagh prefers against Mr Can¬ 
ning; dt:d to me it does not appear, that 
the charge is removed, or, in the smallest 
degree, weakaied, by what the latter has,in 
the paper above inserted, urged by way of 
defence,———Mr. Carning _ acknowledges, 
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that, at Easter, he did obtain from the Duke 
of Portland, a positive promise that Lord 
Castlereagh should be put out of his oihcc; 
and, he aTso acknowledges, iltai lie himself 
did not, either before or after this applica¬ 
tion was made and this promise obtained, 
communicate either his intentions or his acts 
(relatitig to this.matler) to Lord Castlereagh. 

■-This was an underhand proceeding; 

it was a foul and unmanly intrigue ; it 
was like what one reads of in the anec- 
doles of the court of Russia; it was, as 
Lord Castlereagh characterized it, deceitful, 
and marked with the very worst features of 
bad faith.-As to the when the pro¬ 

mise was to be put into execution ; and, as 
to his remonstrance to the Duke of Portland 
respecting the communication of the matter 
to.Xord Castlereagh ; as to all these ex¬ 
cuses, what do they make in his favour ? 
Jt was for him to communicate, not his 
application to the Duke o( Portland, but liis 
intention to make that a|)plication ; and 
this he should have communicaled to 
Lord lereauli heH>re he lo<)k even the 
most trifling step towanls his reimival. 

-Mr. (^anning says, that he neither 

sugsiested the concealment, nor ap])roved 
ol it; no, but the .sin is a sin of consent, 
Skml consent he most assuredly did, ac¬ 
cording to a fair and honest interfiretation 
of the meaning of that word. No, says 
bp, for 1 repeatedly remonstrated" against 

the concealment.-Now, observe : he 

states, that, in the month of ./w/y, more, 
perhaps, thjn three months after he ob¬ 
tained a positive promise that Lord Ca.s- 
tlereagh should he put out of his oflice, 
he wrote a letter to the Duke of Port¬ 
land, requesting, " that, when, hereafter, 

“ the coroealment should be ailedged 
against him, it might he remembered, 

" that the concealment did not originate in 
" Ills .suggestion ; that he conceived Lord 
“ Camden to be the sure channel of com- 
“ niunication to Lord Castlereagh, and 
"that, up to a late period, he believed 
" such communication to have been ac- 

" tually made.”-Here is a disiinct 

avow'al, that, in July, three months 
after he had obtained the promi.se for 
putting Lord Castlereagh out of Ids place,’ 
he knew that the fact had been, and 
still was, concealed from Lord Casllc- 

reagh -What nonsense is it. then, to 

talk of his not having suggested ithe con¬ 
cealment ; of his not having desired it; 
and of his having remonstratld against it; 
when he knew that the concealment 
did exist, and ^heo he had it completely 


in his own power to do it away, at any 
moment .> Remonstrances, indeed ! Why, 
he may as well tell us of his remonstrances 
against people for bidding him nof eat 
his dinner. He would eat it, in .s]>ite 
of their commands; and he would have^ 
made the communication to Lord Cas¬ 
tlereagh, if he had wished the communi¬ 
cation to be made to him. We remon¬ 
strate with people for doing that which 
we have not the power at hand to pre¬ 
vent them from doing ; or, for leaving 
undone that w'hich we cannot easviy com¬ 
pel them to do ; but, who ever heard of a 
remonstrance like that of Mr. Canning? 
Really, for me to remonstrate against 
my neighbour at table for not moving 
my jaw.s for mo would not be much 
less absurd. He would fain have the 
world - believe, that he was no party to 
the concealment. He perceives the shabby 
figure he makes under that imputation, 
of which, therefore, he is anxious to get 
rid : but, before he can make any man 
of common .sense believe, that he is in¬ 
nocent of the charge, he must prove 
liimscif utterly unable to spteak or to 
•write; for, until then, bis mouth will 
always he closed w'ith this question : 

“ W hy, w hen you knew that concealment 
" had taken place during three months, 
“did not you, with your own tongue, re- 
“ move that concealment, as any fair- 

“ dealing man would have done ?”- 

The letter written to the Duke of Port¬ 
land in July, instead of being a proof of 
innocence, contains proof of conscious 
guilt, on the part of Mr. Canning,*who 
was evidently alarmed at the probable 
conseijuences of the concealment, and 
who in this letter, endeavoured to }>rdVide 
himself beforehand, with an excuse for 
his conduct, a scheme quite wortliy of 

its author.-To pretend, that he uver 

believed I.ord Castlereagh to have been 
informed of the promise made to him 
(('anning) i.s, really, what one wouJd not 
have expected even from him. He 
liad, from Piaster to Mic'iiaelmas, been 
in po.ssession* of a positive promise, 
thaw one of his colleagues .sliould be 
put out «f his plate ; he continues, du¬ 
ring the whole of that time, to act with 
that colleague, to sit in council with liim, 
and says not a wul-d to him ujion the sub¬ 
ject of his complaint against him ; and, 

•at the end of the time he pretends to 
be astoniskad, that no one had informed 
his said colleague of what ho himself had' 
done against him. To make this asser- 
• u 2 
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tion demanded as much confidence in the 
iivdicr, or as much contempt, in him, for 
the ^public, as any assertion that I have 
met vvitli. ft is quite useless to dwell upon 
this part of the statement; for it is what 

no man in his senses will helievc.- 

When you see men “ go about the bush,” 
as the saying is ; wbcti they deal in cir- 
cumloeutions instead of names; when 3 'on 
sec them resort to all manner of means of 
avoiding direct assertion, and of reserving 
a hole to creep out at; when you see 
them at this \vork, you maybe quite cer¬ 
tain, that their cause is a bad one. Of 
this description is'the statement of Mr. 
Canning, which, while it seems to point 
at Lord Camden, cannrft he said to assert, 
that Lord Canide.n undertook to make the 
communication to Ijord Castlereagh. It 
says, that Mr. Canning “ conceived Lord 
“ Camden to be the sure channel of com- 
" munication toLord Castlereagh.” Then 
again it states, that a knowledge of the 
promise, made by the Duke of Portland to 
Mr. Canning, w'as communicafeil to Lord 
Camden by Mr. Canning’.s desire, on the 
28th; of April; and that » Lrtrd Camden 
" being the neat'connection and mostcon- 
“ fideniial friend of Lord Castlereagh, it 
“ never occurred to Mr. Canning nor was it 
“ credible to him, ’till he received the most 
" positive asseverations of the fact, that 
“ Lord Camden had kept 5ac^ such commu- 

« nication from Lord Castlereagh.”_ 

But, if you rc(|uested the thing to be com- 
in,unicat*d to Lord Camden, with what 
view was it? Was it with a view, that it 
might thus reach Lord Castlereagh ? > Oh! 
miserable shift! If this had been your 
wish, how came you not to make the com¬ 
munication yourself? How came you, 
when, in July, you found the communica¬ 
tion had not been made, not to make it 

yourself then ?-But, what says Lord 

Canicioi) to this ? What says ho, in answer 
m the charge of having been the cause of 
that dbncealmeiit, of which Lord Castle- 
leagh complains, and for which he de¬ 
manded satisfwtion ? Whjj, he, denies the 
fact. Thi.s is his statement.—" As it may 
" be inferred, from a statement whicif has 
" appeared in the public papers,* that Lord 
*• Camden tvUhheld from Lord Castlereagh 
" a communication vJiich he had been desired 
•' to make to him, it is ‘necessary that it 
" should be understood, that, however 
Mr. Canning might have conceived the 
" communication alludeftto, fo have been 
" made to Lord Camden, it was never 
" stated to Lord Camden, that the tom- 
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“ munication. was made at the desire of Mr. 
“ Canning; and, that so far from Lord 
" Camden having been authorised to make 
“ the coyminenicutibn to Lord Castlereagh, he 
" was absolutely restricted from so doing, 
“ —^—As it may alsp be inferred, that 
" Lord Camden was expected to prepare 
“ Lord Cfistlercagh’s mirtd for an}' pro- 
“ posed change, it is necessary that it 
“ should he understood, that Lord Cam- 
“ den 7m>er engaged to ccmimunicuie to Lord 
“ V-astlercugh any circtwislmices respecting it, 
“before the termination of the Expedition.” 

-If what Lord Camden says be true, 

what Mr. Canning has said, upon this part 
of the subject, 7nust be false, unless iho 
Duke of Portland deceived Mr. Canning 
u|)on the [)oint, that is to say, gave him 
untrue ini'ormalion, or, ?n other words, 

stated falsehoods to him.-Which of the 

three are we to believe"? For niy part, I 
believe Lord Camden, because it appears 
quite out of nature, that luf should have 
cont^ealcd the fact from Lord Castlereagh, 
if he had not been reslrieted from Corn- 
municating it to him ; and, besides, what¬ 
ever we may think of the coitduclof Lord 
Camden, it is evident that Lord Castlc- 
reagh regards him not as a part}' clJending 

in a very high degree.-In fact, if there 

could he halchetl, by any means w hatever, 
a plausible reason for Mr. Calming’s leav¬ 
ing tbe task i)f communication to a third 
person, his friends might liave some hojic of 
seeing him ride, off over the Duke of Port¬ 
land, by whom, of course. Lord Camden 
means that he was “ ahsohticly I'estricted” 

\ from making the conmu7iicaiion to Lord Cas¬ 
tlereagh ; and thus the whole of tiic blame 
would fall, at last, upon a |)Oor old man, 
• who, as tbe public papers iitform us, is 
upon » his death-bed! Caslicrcagh charges 
; Canning with .concealing from him the 
fact of his having obtained a promise 
from the Duke of Portland to put him 
(Castlereagh) out of his place: Canning 
throws the blame upon Lord Camden^ 

I who, as he leaves us to infer, was 
put in possession of the fact, by the 
Duke of Portland, for the purpose of 
.communicating it to Lord Castlereagh : 
[Lord Camden then comes forward, and 
i aver.s, that, so fat from his being authorized 
I to communicate tbe fact to Lord Castle- 
reagb, Jie was absolutely restricted from 
doing itf Lord Camden and Mr. Canning 
may, as to thi| point, both speak truth ; but, 
in that case, the Duke of Poi tland must 
have given Mr. Canning false information; 
for Mr. Canning asserts,, that he firmly 
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believed, ia consequence of the 

communication of th<^ fact to Lord Cam¬ 
den, by the Duke of Portlanil, that fact 
was conujiunicated to Lord Castlereagh, 
and that he could not possibly believe, 
that Lord Camden had kept hack the coni- 
niiinicatioa from Lord Castlereagb, till 
lie received tli^e most positive asseverations 
ot the fact, ’if, therelore, we believe 
Lord Camden, the question of veracity lies 
hetweeu the Duke of Portland and Mr. 
Canuiiig, tlie former of whom, in closing 
Ins political career, tvill, at any rate, 
leave to the noblemen of Knglaud a pretty 
good lesson upon the subject of choosing 
their compaiiieiisitipovw;r.—Put, in what¬ 
ever way this question of veracity may be 
settled, Mr. Canning stand.s, upon Ids oicn 
confession, ebarged with having obtained 
IVom the Duke of Portland a positive pro¬ 
mise to turaout Lord Castlereagh, without 
liaviiig communicated his intention to 
I/)rd Castlereagh ; of having suflered the 
i’ac't of the jiromise to lie concealed frotn all 
the world, from Easter to the liSlli of April; 
ol’ never having, from frst to last, spoken to 
I.jord Castlereagh upon the subject; and, 
moreover, it does nat appeaiythat, at any 
stage of [h(! businbss, he ever did request 
many person whatever to make the communi¬ 
cation to Lord Castlereagli.-Here, as 

f.ir as relates to his conduct towards Lord 
Castlereagh, is the whole case. It cannot 
be mended, and, I am sure, it cannot be 
made worse. It exhibits an intrigue of the 
W'orst and lowest sort; and, besides its own 
intrinsic demerits, it tends to ^xupon the 
FiUlhor of it, the imputation of other iri- 
irigucs. Ills share in which has, by many 
persons, at least, been hitherto considered 
as doubtful.——As to the manner, in 
which the country has been treated by Ml*. 
Canning, in this instance, I think fhe less 
of it, because, were the treatment ten 
thousand times worse, the country would 
richly dc-serve it, seeing that it is entirely 
owing to its want of spirit, to its base 
abandonment of ils ancient character, 
(hat such a man, and that this particular 
man, has had it in his power to injuie and 

insult it.-Can any one believe, that, 

had the English nation been what it vms 
only thirty years ago, this man would 
ev^r have conceived the audacious idea of 
becoming its prime minister; that is to 
isay, in fact, its chief ruler? ?^o : if Eng¬ 
land had been what it wa.s but twenty 
years ago, it is not to bft believed, that 
any man, capable of such an intrigue, 
would have found his way into the king’s 


council; and much less is it to be believ¬ 
ed, that any cabinet minister, that a 
Secretary ot State for foreign allairs, 
would, after having obtained a positive 
promise for the dismission of the Seeretary 
of the War department (a promise vvliieh 
must have been demanded upon the 
ground of the wifimess of the latter for 
that important oflice), reinain in the same 
ministry, for six months aftervvardi-, with 
the person against whom the promise was 
to operate. It is not to be believed, 
that any man would have dared to do 
such a thing in England, on!^ twenty 
years ago. The treatment of his col¬ 
league, w hom he had doomed to expulsion, 
was bad enougli; but what can atone I'or 
his treatment of the country ; that country 
from wliivdi he has, for so many years, 
been receiving such iimncnso sums of 
money, and on which, not content with his 
owni salaries and sinecures, he has not 
scru[)k>d to quarter his relations.—The only 
ground, upon which he, or his friends, will 
dare to set up a defence of h is conduct in ask¬ 
ing for the putting out of Castlereagh, must 
be that he thought Casllereagh unfit for the 
post that he filled. Indeed, this is liis own 
defence. Hi.s proposition was' grounded 
upon the “ insujjkiency of the government, 

• “ as then constituted, lo carry on the affairs 
" of the country, under all the difliculiie.s 
" of the times.” It was then, he says, pro¬ 
posed to him that the change should be 
made in the War-departmeni; and, with 
this he was satisfied; whence it naturally 
follows, that, in his opinion, the insujjificncy 
lay in the War-department; that is/o say, 
in Lord Castlereagh. This is conclusive: 
it is here upon his ow’n confession, that, so 
conspicuous was the insufticiency qf this 
Secretary feir the War-department, that 
the ivhole government became thereby 
inadequate to the carrying on of the affairs 
of the country, under all the difficulties of 
the timet. Well; with this fearful con¬ 
viction in his mind, what does this ser¬ 
vant and sworn adviser of the litng do ? 
Why, he, without any iepre.sentation to 
the king or his council, suffers this insuffi¬ 
cient minister to remain in his post; he 
hiVnself^ continues,, not only by his still 
being one of the ministry, but by his de¬ 
clarations in parliament, to support a mi¬ 
nistry, which, qs then constituted, he re¬ 
garded as insufficient for carrying on the 
flairs of the country; and, which adds 
greatly to his demerit as towards the pub¬ 
lic, he stands silently by, and sees this in¬ 
sufficient war-minister, whose iasufficieacy 
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was fKich as to be contagious; he stands 
by, laughing in his sleeve, and sees this 
man plan, and put into execution, a mea¬ 
sure. of warfare of greater magnitude and 
of greater risk than any that had been un- ' 
dertaken during the whole of the war, and, 
indeed, greater than any which this coun¬ 
try hac(.ever known j a measure which gave 
employment to a hundred thousand men, 
and which would naturally cost several 
millions of money. This he stands by 
and suHers to pass unopposed, though he 
had dfclgied the war-minister to be insuf¬ 
ficient for his post; and, yet lie has, even 
after this, the assurance to put forward 
claims to public confidence !—Mr. Worth¬ 
ington has very forcibly observed upon 
the utter disrespect, not to say downright 
contempt, of the king, and the kingly office, 
exhiliited in the conduct of Mr. Canning, 
through the whole of this proceeding. 
We have been taught to believe, that Ote 
king chose his otvn scnvinls and dismissed 
again ivhcn he pleased; and, it will be recol¬ 
lected, that the ministry, to wliith Mr. 
Canning belonged, did, at their coming 
into oilice, most distinctly maintain this 
doctrine. But, h< re we see, that the dis¬ 
mission of Lird Castlereagli is agreed 
upon; Mr. Calming obtains a/irwiVircpro- 
that he shall be dismissed; diid all' 
this without the king having any thing 
more to do with the matter than one of his 
cream-coloured horses has. The king 
confides in Lord t'astlcreagli for the plan¬ 
ning and the executing of measures of the 
greatest importance; and, all the while, 
Mr. Canning has doomed that he shall 
have his place taken from him. The’king 
looks upon Lord Castlereagli as one of his 
^confidential servants; he entrusts him with 
most important secrets of state; he sits 
at the same council-board with him, and 
is, in part at least, directed by his advice; 
ami, all (his while, Mr. Canning, utiknoivn 
to the king, carries in his pocket iho fiositive 
proinisg, that Lord Castlereagh shall be 
turned out of the servico of the king, a 
promise, which, as Mr. Canning now says, 
was demanded from the conviction'of the 
said lord’s being unfit for his place, fl’here 
ajipears to have been no appeal .made'^to 
the king, at any stage of the business. 
I'he proposition is made and acceded to; 
the promise takes place, and is broken; 
tliere are six months of undermining and 
chatferiiig ; first Lord Castlereagh is to be 
put out at one lime, then at another lime ; 
and, during the whole of it, the king is 
never once consulted, nor is the thing «yer 
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mentioned to him; and, in fact, it was, as 
to this great prerogative of dismissing and 
choosing ministers, Mr. Canning who was 

acting in the capacity of king!-While 

this intrigue was going on, the Marquis 
Wellesley was, as the reader will call to 
mind, kept dancing backwards and for¬ 
wards tietween London aqd Portsmouth; 
and, from the dates, it necessarily follows, 
that, when Lord Wellesley was sent out to 
Spain, it. was agreed upon between Mr, 
Canning and the Duke of Portland, that he 
should, in a very short time,perhaps in ten 
days, bo sent for back againlo fill the place 
of Lord Castlereagh. I am not of o[)inion, 
as some persons hppear to be, that the 
cause in Spain suflered from this delay; 
because, I am thoroughly persuaded, that, 
as far as the aiding of that(,\ause went, Mr. 
Frere, the Anti Jacobin poet, was just as 
likely to succeed as the 
Therefore, mj’^ grouml of complaint, as to 
the sending of the hlai quis out, is dillerent 
from that taken by sonic others. 1 blame 
Mr. Canning, who was Secretary for fo¬ 
reign allairs, and who, of course, selected 
the Marquis for the embassy to Spain, for 
.sending him out at the very time when he 
was in almost daily expectation of seeing 
Lord Castlereagh put out of that place at* 
home, which he had destined the Marquis 
to fill, lie must, su|iposing liis brain not 
to have been quite turned by ambition, 
have known that Lord Wellesley could do 
no good in Spainand, it really a|)pears 
now, that be sent liirii off thither for the 
sole purpose of better disguising liis views 
at home; and for this the country will 
have to pay, first or last, not less, perhaps, 
than two hundred thousand pounds; but 
that, and much more, it riclilji deserves. 
1 do not pity the country. II. deserve.s all 
the injuries and all the insults that have 
' been heaped uptin it; but, that is no justi¬ 
fication of Mr. Cantiing, who, at every 
iiew^ view of him, as.surnes a deeper die. 
lie seems to have formed a very correct 
idea of the spirit, or, rather, the baseness,! 
of the country, when he say.s, that he 
should have insisted upon Lord Castle- 
reagh’s disinis.sion during the last session of 
parliament had he not been apprehensive that 
the dismission would have hem attributed by 
the public to the share which Lord Cas^ie- 
rcagh had had in bargaining fur seats and 
votes in (parliament. This is excessively 
impudent. lie has no scruple to revive 
the memory of those scandalous trans¬ 
actions, and to tell the public', that he, 
for his part, did not wish them to be* 


I 
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lieve, that Lord Castlercagh was dismissed 
on account of his having grossly violated 
(/leir rights ; i'or having committed an out¬ 
rageous oHence against t/iem. The words 
are these: “ ]\Jr. Canning was induced to 
* consent to the postponement of Lord 
» Casileieagh’s dismissal, till the rising of 
“ pailianient,/>ra«.7jtK///y from a considera- 
“ tion ol‘ the particular circumstances 
" under which Lord Castlercagh stood in 
“ the House of Commons after Easter; 
“ circumstances which would liave given 
to his removal, at that period of the ses- 
“■ sion, a character, vikich it was cetlainli/ no 
“ part of Mr. Canning’s wish that it should 
hear.” U[)nngthis iniffudent passage the 
Times news-paper has the following re¬ 
marks ; “ iJere then is the ingenuous and 
inanl}^ simplicity of a magnanimous 
“ statesman ; to rescue, Iry your public 
" voice, an obnoxious Minister from the 
just indignation of his country, at the 
“ moment that you have secretly doomed 
“ him to be the victim of a dark and insi- 
“ tlimis intrigue; to vindicate the very 
“ act by which lie had merited degrada- 
“ tion, at the time that you ate determined 
" upon his disgrace ; to avow his inno- 
“ cence while you are plotting his destruc- 
/' lion! Display your stores, ye accumu- 
“ latcd treasures of ancient guile, and 
“ shew us wliethor they contain a fraud 
“ like this !” But, what 1 w ish to imprint 
upon the mind of the iiidignaiit reader is 
tliis ; that Mr. Canning', who and whose 
relations were veeeiving such sum.s an¬ 
nually front the |)ublic purse, liom the 
taxes raised upon the people ; that this 
]\Ir. (’aiming, being, as he now declares, 
fully convinced, that the ii sutiiciency of 
Lord (JasUftreagh rendered the whole go¬ 
vernment, as it then stood, inadequate td 
the carrying on the aflairs of the country, 
did nevertheless agree to Vet liirn remain in 
place, lest that people, that injured peo¬ 
ple,, should conceive, that he was removed 
from that place on account of his olFenccs 
against than. There has seldom, and, 
perhaps, never, been an insult like this 
offered to any nation upon earth; yet, 
should I not be at all surprized to see 
this same man again in power, in tlse 
space of a few months, in company with 
the^present Opposition, or, at least, w'ith 
some of them. It cannot have escaped 
those who are in the habit of ^observing 
the conduct of the parties in the House of 
Commons, that the Oppositi*)n have always 
appeared to have, in their censure of the 
Biinistf}, a good deal of reserve, with re¬ 


gal’d to Mr. Canning. They have alwaye 
spoken of him w ith some degree of mild¬ 
ness, and, often, witli res|)ect, making Mr. 
Perceval and I^ord Castlereagh the objects 
of their unqualified censure. I believe, 
that, from the time that the last change of 
ministry look place, there has been ax 
growing intrigue between sotite of them 
ami Mr. Canning; and, I further believe, 
that the plan was, first to introduce Lord 
Wellesley,’and then, at a convenient time, 
for him and Mr. Canning to join in insist¬ 
ing upon further changes, by the means 
of which a ministry would haTe been 
formed to the exclusion of all those, in 
both parties, wlio were likely to stand in 
the way of Mr. Canning’s ambitious 
views. It is true, that, by sucli means, he 
would not have mounted to the top of the 
tree at once ; but, having got rid of all 
those rivals, who arc of nearlv his. own 
ago, he would have trusted to time for the 
rest; or, at any rate, he would have made 
liis ground sure against the arrival of any 
of those events, vihich would naturally put 
the existvmce of the present ministry to 

hazard.-For the same reasons, I now 

e.xpcct to see him join in the Opposition to 
the present ministry. ISot all at once, 
perhajjs; but by degrees, as his great 
rfuasleis Pitt joined in the Oppo.sition 
against Mr. Addington. Mr. Canningsaw, 
that, w'hile the ministry continued consti¬ 
tuted as it was during last wdnter and last 
suinnicr, he could never get to the head of 
it, there being no les.i than tliree in his 
way, namely Lord llawkesbury, Mr. Per¬ 
ceval, and Lord Castlereagh. Thg two 
I'ormer wore too firmly rooted to allbrd 
him any hope of their removal, for th« 
present, and niilil he acquired addi¬ 
tional strength ; but, the latter, neyer 
a favouriie of any body, except for 
special and temporary purposes, h.ad been 
shaken almost to the ground by the 
recent detections and exposures, and had, 
in fact, been propped up by Mr. Cafi- 
ning himself, only, as it now’ i(|)peara, 
for the pui[)Ose of making his fall the 
work of the,latter’s own hand. It was 
•at this moment, having just propped hini 
foi* a little, that he, demanded his ejection 
from office, being ready, no doubt, in casa 
things had taken a more popular turn in 
the House of Cpmmon.s, to have made a 

reat merit of this demand.-That the 

etnaiid arose wholly from an intriguing 
motive, there can, I think, he no doubt at 
all: for, <& to ability in conducting the 
War department, when had Mr. Canning 
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discovcred Any want <of that in his col¬ 
league? There "had been no warlike mea¬ 
sure, under the administration of Lord 
Castlereagh, which Mr. Canning had not 
publicly defended in the most strenuous 
manner.- No one can have forgotten the 
part, he took in defending the expirdition 
under Sir .lohn rvlooie ; and, indeed, it is 
perfectly well known, that of that most 
unfortunate measure, he and his friend 
Mr. rioolfhinn I'lere were the jirineipal 
cause. He led seen the expedition to 
Portugal^amJ that to Spain; he had seen 
another expedition sent nut under Sir Ar¬ 
thur Wellesley ; of all these he had, over 
and over again, expressed his decided ap- 
probatioi#^ and, lie never did, it seems, 
discover any want of sufjickmy in the mi¬ 
nistry, of which he formed a part, until 
l.ord Castlereagh was detected in having 
bargaiut’d for votes and seats in the house 
of CoinTnuns. Tiien it was, and not till 
then, that he discovered an iiisufiicienejf 
in the ministry as then eonstituted, and 
that tliat insiitlieieney lay in llte war de¬ 
partment. He had, upon numeidiis occa¬ 
sions, when the charge of insufliciency 
was preferred against the ministry, re¬ 
sented that charge in the most bitter 
terms; nay, by a reference to the De¬ 
bates, it will be seen, that ho was hiudly 
defying those, who preferred the charge, 
at the very lime, or, at least, within two 
days of the lime, and frccpictitly e/wT the 
time, when, as he nownniiiushingly states, 
he was making a repi escutation, to the 
Duke of. Portland, oi’tiie existence of tliis 
insulfusiency; that js to say, was com¬ 
plaining in private of the lamentable exis¬ 
tence of that the existence of which ho 
was stoutly denying in public, and that, 
loo, in his dcuble capaeitv of member of 

prli ament and ralviser of the kintj.'--It 

is quite iist'le.ss to pursue th ,e observa¬ 
tions any nu ther; it being, I lliink, quite 
manifeA, th .t the reason alle'dged by Mr. 
Canning for the. removal of Lord C’asilc- 
reagh was a mere pretence, and that the 
real motive was, the getting rid of a rival, 
who had just then luckily Ixjcame'an ob¬ 
ject of pretty general censure. If the 
reader be, as, 1, think, he must be,fsatisfied 
that this was the fact, where will he find 
wonls adequate to a description of the 
conduct and character o.f the man, who, 
after having so acted, and from such a 
motive, now, in the stilts of candour and 
magnanimity, pretends that fie did not 
Viish to take advantai'c of the l ivcnmstances 
tinder which Lord Castlereagh then stood 
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in the House of Commons; and who has 
now the audacity thus to in.sult the public, 
ill order the more eftectually to disguise 
the motive of hisintrigud?-With re¬ 

spect to the change in the ministry, which 
has grown out of this intrigue, I am of opi¬ 
nion, that, as far as it has liitherto gone, 
it is, by no means, a changjs; for the worse, 
notwithstanding all thatllie Morning Chro¬ 
nicle is plca.sed tosay about the/awsustain- 
ed in the withdrawing of Mr. Canning’s 
intellect; for, 1 cannot but remember, that 
it was Mr. Canning w'ho selected Mr. 
ITookhamFiere for the embas.sy “ near his 
Catholic Maje.sty I'ei'dinand VII,” which 
Mr. Frcre was a.ssisted by that 3Iansieur 
ChurmiUy, of whom snch raetnorahle men¬ 
tion is made in the complaining dispatches 
of tlu! uiiK.u lunate Sir .1. Moore; nor can I 
so soon forget Mr. Canning’s harangues, 
among.st the Jews and. Conti actor.s, re- 
spixliiig the wars in Spain and in Aus¬ 
tria, and his'famous manifesto about the 
Universal Sjmnish nation. Jridctui (and 1 
liope the puldie will bear it in mind) it is, as 
a matter of comse, this very Mr. b'anning, 
who has had the nianngeiiicnl of the whole 
of our connection with .Spam, .since the 
comrneiicenient of her revolution. It is 
he, in luct, who fashioned the cuioe, ibr " 
which vve are contending in Spain, an.l in 
which contest so much English blood, and 
Engli.sh resources, (if all sort'-, Imve been 
wasted. It is lie, to wiioiri, jirincipally at 
lea.st, i.s to be attributed tlie .sni[)i(i ami 
fatal notioj, that, without a total cleinge 
in the country, a disposition would lie 
f'und, in the people of Spain, to resist 
Buonapane. It was lu?, who, as minister 
for foreign afiliiis, must, in a more especial 
manner, have held Englaiid bad', kept, her 
alooi l;om the cause of the Spanl.sli nation, 
tmtil tliose spirited bodies, tlit; provincial 
•Juntas, had he'fen put down, and one 
General llodv, that wanted all the good, 
and that was wanlmg in none of the evils, 
of those separate botlies, had been estab¬ 
lished. Eroin that moment; from the* 
moment that the influence of English 
councils supeixeded that of the spontane¬ 
ous and vigorous, though irregular and, 
piferliaps, dcmocratical, influence of the 
provincial Juntas ; from that moment be¬ 
gan the extinguishment of the spirit d re¬ 
sistance in Spain. The operation of tlii 
influence^on the part of our governtnetvt, 
it was that enabled Joseph Buonaparte 
to reach MadWd ; and, for the use of this 
influence we and the Spaniards have to 
thank Mr. Canning, liis colleagues arc 
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to'blame too; but, they are, in this re- 
si)ect, ti) blairtfc only, perhaps, because 
they suffered him to follow his own incli¬ 
nation. When, therefore, one looks back 
at what Spain was, at the time when all 
those spirited Addresses were issuing Irom 
the several Juntas; when one reflects, not 
only on what jnight have been done 
by ns, but on what was actually pointed 
out by many persons (and by myself 
amongst the rest) as proper to be done; 
when one compares the probable result, 
in sucli case, to the result that will now 
iuevitably taka place; and, especially when 
one lakes into account the monstrous waste 
of means, the dreadfunoss of lives, the 
almost iuilcscribablo human misery that 
has bcoii end lire;!, that is still to be en¬ 
dured, and tl'.e.vast mass of disgrace, of 
all sol's, which lliis country has to sus¬ 
tain : when one takes a view of all this, 
and considers, that of producing all this 
Mr. Canning has been the principal cause, 
one must be of an imconimonly patient 
disposition not to resi nt the affrout that 
is offered to one’s unilcrstaiuliug by those, 
who affect to see, in the resignation, or 
t,uining-out, of that niinister, a loss ol' 
capacity to the cabinet Inlelkrt Mr. 
Canning has ; but, it is, iu my opinion, 
not only not of the best sort for a states¬ 
man, but precisely of the very worst sort: 
of that sort which unfits him, absolutely 
unfits him for the management of great 
and wciglity affairs; ajul, when you add 
to this restless, his audacious, his 
insolent ambition, which he sucked in 
with his political milk, and which has 
its rise in the notion, that the talent of 
talking is thefirst of human talents; when 
you add diis to the other disciualifications^ 
it must, 1 think, be evident, that (he loss 
of such a man is a gain to any ministry. 
Of one thing I am quite'sure, and that is, 
that though the new-modelled ministry 
may go on as badly as Mr, Canning did, 
with respect to the foreign affairs, it is ini- 
possible that they should go on worse; for, 
whether wc look to Spain or Austria, the 
only two countries where he had it in his 
power to do much mischief, wc shall 
be convinced, that, if the choice h5d 
' been left to the emperor Napoleon, he 
would have chosen for us a minister that 
should have adopted just such measures as 
those, which have proceeded fnvi. the 
• “ intellect” of Mr. Canning, who (and that 
is saying of him in on?word) was one 
of the legacies which Pitt bequeathed to 
England.——jTbere are two or three ques- 
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tipns now in agitatl m amongst politicians# 
upon which 1 shall venture to offer my 
opinion. The first of which is, whether 
the Marquis Wellesley will yield to .the 
invitation, said to be sent out to him, and 
join the jiew-modellcd ministry. If he 
does, it will be owing to the situation, in 
which events have placed his brother, the 
Baron Douro; for, otherwise, there are 
abundant reasons why he should not; and, 
if the Baron can show, as Sir John Moore 
could, that bis march into the heart of 
Spain was not voluntary, but wi^ forced 
upon him, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
he will not join the. ministry. ' Upon the 
whole, I think he. will not, aii^ in that 
case, llie\ will certainly find it more didi- 
riill to stand, bc'cause siieh a refusal on his 
part will be, with the wavering (of which 
tliere must be many) a signal for defection. 

--Another question is, whether the 

Opposition will take Mr. Canning into 
their ranks. .Sown- of lliem would gladly 
do it, for they evould associate, tliemselves 
with any. one capalilc of giving them the 
smallest share of even temporary aid. 
But, some others will lie very fIow' to admit 
liim, seeing how' troublesome an inniatc he 
has constantly been. He has always had 
.several person?, when in power with him, 
whom he has been known to dislike, and 
against whom he has evidently had, a 
grudge. Lord Ilawkesbury, Mr. Perceval, 
Mr. Addington ; in short, every one that 
stood between him and the light. It must 
ever be tlu's w ith a man of greedy ambi¬ 
tion, who must always be a tea/.ing com¬ 
panion, especially w'hen ol a liini so satiri¬ 
cal as Mr. Canning is. Such a man’s 
“ hand is against cr cry man, and .every 
'*■ man’s hand is against him.” So that, in 
spite of ihc flii't at ion, as it is called (bor¬ 
rowing a term from another species of 
prostitution and applying it to politics); 
in spite of tlie flirtation of tin* Morning 
Chronicle, I should not be very nricl! sur¬ 
prized to see Mr. Canning, duringThe ne.vt 
session of parliament, occupying a corner 
of an empty* bench, or, at least, making 
Oije of a party uncommonly select; and, if 
this sliijuld be the 'case, lie must muster up 
his philosophy, and wait for “ better times," 
when Lis “ New Mokamty" shall have 

gamed a greater luiinber of distiplcs.- 

I do not know whether the .same idea may 
have struck any of the members of thtf 
Opposition; but, I cannot lielji thinking, 
that, if there be one thing, which, above 
all others, the ministers ought to wish for, 
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it is, that the 04 ip 6 sition should receive 
Mr. Canning, and marcli him on, at once, 
in a furious charge against his late col¬ 
leagues ; for, in that case, even the people, 
whd have, in fact, no interest at all in the 
warfare of the fac tions, would, to a man, be 

on the side of the ministers.-The last 

question, which, at present, I shall notice 
is, whether the miriistry, as it is now con¬ 
stituted, will he aide to keep their ground ; 
and, here, it is clear, that much must de¬ 
pend upon tlu; conduct (jf the adversaiy; 
but, I cannot see why they should not 
keep their ground; for, they have, it is evi¬ 
dent, the perfect good will of the king, 
and as to the people, they desire no change 
at all, unlfcss there be a change of sj/sfeni, 
being thoroughly con^inc(;d, from the ex¬ 
perience of the last fifty years, that a 
change of ministry is a mere shifting of 
the power and emoluments of the several 
olTices in the state, I'roin one set of men 
to another, mlh the certain evil (f adding 
to the hurthen of the taxes by the grant of a 
long list of new pensions. In sliort, a 
change of ministry is now-a-days regard¬ 
ed, and justly regarded, as the forerunner 
of a new tax ; and the peojile think that 
they have already rpiite taxes enough. 
Tliat the thing should be viewed in this 
light; that this opinion should generally 
prevail, may he mortifying to the traders 
in party politics, but such is the opinion, 
and such it will be, until there be a radical 
cliange in the systern, and that change 
can be wrought tally by a house of parlia¬ 
ment, • really the representatives of the 
people*^ and, I do think, that evi;u tlie 
most inveterate non-reformist will not 
deny, that, if there had been such a iumse 
of parilament, we never should have heard 
of the dirty intrigue, which has led to the 
making of these observations. • 

Talaveiia’s Campaign. -The news 

from pur army in Spain, ajipears fully to 
confirm that statement which was jiub- 
lished i* the Register of the 14lh instant, 
at page .520; and the chief fact in which 
was, that more than one half of .the re¬ 
mains of the army were upon the sick list. 

-The French now tell us, why their 

generals did hot continue the pifrsuit of 
our army into Portugal. 'I'heir reason 
w'as, that it Vtas better to leave our people 
to the exterminating influence of those <&- 
eases, which were sure to fasten upon them 
in the provinces, whither they were march¬ 
ing. There might be some other reason 
kisides this; b,ut tliis was a very good 


one ; and especially as tliey had the game 
so completely in their hands, that to de¬ 
stroy Douro’s army, totally to annihilate 
it, was an object not worth even a trifling 
risk of lives.-Upon Aaron Douro’s con¬ 

duct, during the campaign, the- Monile.ur 
has made som^very just, though very se¬ 
vere remarks, in the way of Notes upon 
his dispatch from Triixillo, vvliieh Notes 
were inserted in the Register, at page liiij. 
It is there observed, that Douro’s complaint 
against Ciiesta, was ill-founded ; and that, 
if the latter had not quitted ’I'ahivera, he 

would have been, lost. -In tliese 

Notes, which contain what Europe will 
believe, relating I'o Ibis eampaign, our 
Baron and Viscount is spoken of in a way 
very diflereut indeed from that, in wliieli 
be is spoken of ia the famous General 
O iim- R, The French say, “ lEc wish 
“ Loid Wellesley” (meaning Baron Douro) 
“ to command the Fiiglish annie.'.” TJuy 
laugh at bis tactics, and atrthat miUtan) 
“ resource,” whicli the Glm ral Grder 

gave him.-Upon tlie sidject of his 

j)ost in the retreat, the French have some 
remarks, which 1 cannot refrain from in¬ 
serting here, because they exactly corres¬ 
pond with what 1 said ui)t>n the same sul;- 

jeet.-“ Lord Wellington bad abandon-' 

“ e<l the army of Guesta, vvlio bad been 
“ beaten on the 'fagus, and lost 3.5 pieces 
“ of camion, and all bis ammunition.—'1 be 
“ writer asks,why the Frcncli did not pursue 
“ tlu; I'.uglish army.? They did pursue it, 
“ for they cmne up with the rear-guard. 
“ 'I'his rear-guard, it is true, was composed 
‘‘ only of the troops of Cuesta; but they 
“ were there as allied troops, and made a 
“ ]>art of the pirr.sued army. Tlie French, 

, too, de.stroycd that division, which they 
“ overtook. Two things certainly result 
“ from this : ] st, 'I’hat the rear-guard of 
“ Lord Wellington was destroyed; 2ndly, 
“ That Lord Wellington, having to give 
“ the post of honour either to the F.nglish 
“ troops, or those Spaniards of whom lig 
“ speaks so ill, determined in favour of the 
“ Spanish troops. ’I'he post of honour in 
“ an army is that which is nearest the 
“ gnemy. W'hcn Francis the First sent to 
“ redemaiid the sword of Constable from 
“ the Constable of Bourbon, the latter re- 
“ plied, “ the King took it from me xrn 
“ the da(y when he gave the command 
“ of the advanced guard to the Duke 
“ of Alenyou.” « I.ord Wellington had not 
“ the same sentiments with the brave 
“ Cbcvalier$ of those times. He docs not 
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“ pique himself on keeping for himself the 
“ post of honour, he ^ves it up to his allies.” 

- -It is impossible to get out of this. 

There is no rebutting the charge. It is so 
manifestly just, that it will not admit of a 
moment's dispute. Yes, the noble BAron, 
who, as the French say, speaks so ill of 
the Spaniards, did most generously cede to 
them the post of honour at the Bridge of 
Arzobispo. He gave up the post of honour 
to them, having, apparently, been glutted 
with honour of tliat sort at the battle of Tala- 
vera. To be serious, it is vi-ry ill-treat¬ 
ment of the Spaniards to represent them 
as of no use at all in the campaign, at the 
same time that we are making them eoxcr 
our retreat; for that was, as is now evident, 

the real state of the case.-Ujion the 

subject, too, of 4^)ouro’s want of provisions, 
the Moiiiteur has some cutting remarks ; 

-“ The pretext of wanting provisions is 

“ always the excuse of Generals who uie 
“ beaten, or who are rendered unable to at- 
“ tempt any thing. ^Vollld not one suii- 
“ pose. Tord Wellington eommanded an 
army of dT)0,()00 infant i)’, and -10,(i()() 

“ cavalry ? When a (ieneral lias an 
“ army so considerable, the procuring 
“ of provisions may give him some 
“ troidile, but eantK'l absolutely stop his 
“ progress.^ Can it he believeil, that an 
“ army of CO’.OOO men could not lind siib- 
“ sislence in a cmnitry where towns aie so 
“ innneroiis ? Such an army is only a 
“ strong division, whicli a. single, town ol j 
“ Spain coflld maintain for two months. 

“ Besides, if Lord Wellington was uneasy 
“ with nspeet to the suiisistence of bis 
“ army, xchy did he abuitduii /iw niaga-.im s ? j 
“ His line, of operation and Ins magazines 
“ were ii))on and at 1‘lacentia. ^Vhy did 
“ he Slider IMacentia to lie taken? •tVh) ? 

“ BeeuHse this CE^M^ll.VL OF Sl.l'OVS 
“ had the imprudenee to advaiiec to the very 
“ middle of Spain, without knowing either 
“ whai force xeas before him, orxchat upon his 

“Jlaxiks. -We see by his dispatches that 

“ he sometimes believed that llie Duke of 
“ Dalmatia had but 8,000 men, and some- 
“ times that he had 1(),000. Lnder these 
“ false suppositions he had proposed to 
“ divide his forces to go and attack the 
“ Duke of Dalmatia, when all on a sudden, 
“ and too late, he h arruid that this same. 
“ Duke was advancing upon lym with a 
“ corps of 60,000 men. He then fled in 
“ the utmost haste, and 4ie was in the 
“ right. Had he been amused at 'I'ala- 
vera, instead of being attacked, and had 
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“ not particular and local circumstances 
“ permitted him to pass the Tagus, and 
“ escape by sacrificing the corps which he 
“ left behind him, not a soldier of his army 
“ would have again seen England. If ever 
“ there was a General wanting foresight, it 
is certainly hard U ellhigfon. Jf he 
“ should long command the English armies, 

“ wc mayjiatter oursekeswiih obtaining great 
“ advantages from the brilliant combinations 
“ ol a General so inexperienced in the trade of 

“ wav’. -Vet, this is the man, upon 

whom we bestow a brace of titles at a time, 
inid wlimii we cry up as worthy of a place 
“ in the very /irsf rank of British heroes.”— 

It is, 1 think, pretty evident, that a very 
small portion of our army will, iif the end, 
escape. We get no qficial accounts of this 
army, thmigli jiacketsare continually arriv¬ 
ing from Portugal; and, by-and by, after 
due time has been allowed for leaking out 
tlu^ facts, tlie oflicial statement will come, 
bolstered up at head and foot with falshoods 
ill a deiiii-oflicial form. 'Ihus will the 

nation bg again deluded.-It should al- 

i ways be borne in mind, that the titles W'ere 
! bestowed upon Doiiro after the. ministers had 
I in their possession the laets relatiig to the 
j retreat from Talavera, or, at least, after 
! tiny vyere possessed of what must have 
I eonvinced them, that the retreat must ini- 
1 mediately take {dace, and, of course, that 
the (.Te.iieral, upon whom tlie titles were 
eonl'erred, had, to give it the mildest term, 
been anilty of great indiscretion. They 
must, at tlie very moment when they were 
advising the king to bestow' the honours 
upon him, have known, that he wouW be 
compelled either to yield himself and his 
ariiiy prisoners of war, or to flee wiili a de¬ 
gree of li.tsle that would not permit l?im to 
earrv oil his sick luid wounded, And,y'et 
tlu y advised the king to make him, at once, 
a Baron and a Viscount; to bestow upon 
liini greater honours than were bestowed 
upon him who gained the Battle of the 
Nile.—It appears from these ohseKatioiis 
in the Moniteur, that the Duke of Dalma¬ 
tia (Siiult) ha^l, in the rear of Baron Doiiro 
an .army ot sixty thousand men. Now, it 
wfllbe remembered, that the Baron tells us, 
that he quitted Talavera, with the English 
part of the army, in order to go and meet 
•Soiilt, and to‘* (Jo his business efl’ectiially.” 

We know, indeed, that, instead of doing 
this, be fled across the Tagus, long before 
he came vyithin reach ofSoult; but, what * 
I wish to point out to the reader is, the ex¬ 
treme improbability of his ever having 
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intended to march against Soult, seeing 
tliat SouU had" 60,000 men, and that 
Douto must, being then so near to him, 
have known the amount of Soult’s army. 
There always appeared to me something 
very strange and inconsistent in this move¬ 
ment from Talavcra for the express fmr- 
pose oi attacking Soult and “ doing his bmi- 
1 U-SS cffectmilly and then, instead of this, 
getting across the Tagus, with all possible 
dispatch, lest Soult should come ii)) with 
him; hut, if we suppose, that the Karon 
was dul^ informed of the amount of tlu^ 
force which the Moniteur says Soult Irad, 
this part of the Baron’s conduct was per¬ 
fectly wise, and leaves us nothing to la¬ 
ment, except, indeed, ^liat he should hc.ve. 
told Cuesta that he was going to meet 
Soult and to do his business elfecLually, and 
thereupon ha ve left the poor Sjuiniard, to¬ 
gether with his own sick and v.’otinded, to 

the mercy of the French.-This is a 

part of tile transaclion, wliieh, 1 slioiild 
think, must become, a suhject of iiiquiry in 
another wai’. The Baron, in hjs ollicial 
dispatches, hlanus the Spanish general for 
quitting Talavcra, which he Imnyelt has 
left in order fco sCek out and to attack 
Soult ; and, instead of attacking Soult, lie 
gels out of Soult's way ; lie avoiils jiim as^ 
one would avoid a lion ; he crosses the 
Tagus, in order to gel out of the reach of 
the army that he went to attack ; and, to 
crown t!ie wlude, he coiitliuies his-retreat, 
covered hy ihi^ army of Cuesta, covered liy 
that very aimy, of whom and of whose 
general he speaks with so little respect. 

--'fake it all together I Ciinuirt help 

thinking, tliat this is the most disgraceful 
campaign that was made hy an English 
arnijs and this the most disgraceful year, 
known to l aigland I'rom the beginiug of her 
history. 

Spanish Revolution.- If it be true, 

that |ieace is aelualty concluded between 
France and Austria, the affairs of Spain 
and Pdrtugal are nut far distant from the 
epoch of their final settlement; and, in¬ 
deed, from all appearances, t^e army which 
the French already have in the Peninsula, 
would be quite sufficient for the purpose. 
-^The scheme pf conceniratiag the autho¬ 
rity and ener-gy of the government in Spain 
does not seem to be taken in very good 
part^ especially by the Junta, whom, it 
seems, the coocentrating scheme would 
completely c^bier; and people like to he 
in office, in Spain as well as ih England. 
——There is (b Spain a body, qalled the 


SoPBEM* CouNcn, OF Spain and the In¬ 
dies, which has presented an Address to 
the Supreme Junta, beseeching the said 
Junta to put an end to their own power, 
and to erect a Megency in the person of the 
Archbishop of Toledo. One passage of 
this Address will suffice to give us a pretty 
correct notion of the ultimate object of its 

authors,-It is drawn' up under the 

whimsical notion, that, in addressing tiie 
Supreme Junta, the parties are addressing 
Ferdinand Vll.- It is, tube sure, quite 
farcical to bear the ministi r of wav telling 
the generals, that “ Jlis Majesty” has or¬ 
dered them to bo assured df this or of that, 
when it is notoritws, that lie (poor fellow !) 
is ill the sale custody of Mapoleon’s dra¬ 
goons. However, this is the w ay in which 
they clioose to talk ; and^ in this sort of 
style the Supreme Cotiiicil addresses the 

.lunta;-“ The people are indulging iu 

“ unrestrained complaints, and inal;e them 
“ known by libellous and inllaiumatory 
“ plaeard-s. Their daily conversations, in 
" places of tlic greatest resort, siippose dif- 
“ f’erent parties, views, and interests among 
“ their governors, and threaten .some, wliil;-t 
" lliey insult others, forgetful of tlie re- 
“ speet due to the supreme authority, and 
" regardles.'? of the eonsequeiices to tho 
“ public peace and union.—^—The Council 
“ bluidders upon eontemjilaling the danger 
“ in wliieh it see.s the country, because it 
“ cannot I'oreseo the possible results of 
“ this feiTiieut, which, while it meets with 
“ its nUnost disapprobation, as contrary to 
“ law', at the same time e.xcii^k its apjire- 
“ hensions on account of tlie opposite in- 
“ teresls of the .luiitas, and of tlie variety 
" it observes in their opinions; and also 
“ because it is generally knoyvqj, that the 
law, in cases like this, directs that thp 
“ government be entrusted to one, three 
or five individuals. The Supreme Junta 
“ is, therefore, bound by the most .sacred 
" duty to lay these truths before your Ma- 
" jesty, in order to ward oft'the dangers 
“ by which we are threatened, and to pre- 
“ vent the eycesses of a people who think 
“ their defence and protection unattended 

“ to.-Ill your Majesty resides the 

Sovereign power ; tlie remedy is in your 
" own hands. A generous self-denial will 
“ perpetuate the memory of the services 
" of the Supreme Junta, and immortalize 
" its Members. May it please your Ma- 
“ jesLy to* restore to the law its authority ; 
" and tliere will be an end of tlie uneasi- 
" ness to which we are a prey, and which 
" wUl be succeeded by tranquillity and 
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" applause.-The iramediate appoiiit- 

" ment of a provisional Government will 
" pacify the people ; the nation will in- 
'• diilge in the most flattering hopes; and 
“ the supreme will of Ferdinand VII, who 
" requires it, and who sellers most, will be 

« fully complied with-^The whole na- 

" tion will applaud the measure ; and it is 
“ the opinion of the Council, that, in order 
“ to rouse the spirit depressed by the pre- 
“ sent load of evils, it would be proper to 
" establish a legal government, with a 
“ Bourbon at its head. And the perfidy 
“ of our infamous enemy having left in 
“ .Spain none but the Merst Reverend Car- 
" dinal Archbishop of Toledo and Seville, 
“ it seems as if Heaven had preserved him 
" to support the nation under her calamities, 
“ and contiriiiaWy to call to our minds,the 
" beloved Sov'ercign for whom we are fight- 

“ ing.-Policy points out the urgency of 

‘‘ iinrnediatelV filling up that sca^, until 
*' the W'islied-for rotuin of cur Monarch. 

“-His Ernineiice’s elevated character 

" leaves no room for competition, and 
“ sileni.es all yiossililo pretensions of either 
‘‘ natives or foreigners. Spain and the 
“Indies will olicy him with enthusiastic 
“ devotion; all rivalry will be at an end; 
“ and the Spaniards will see in his E^tccl- 
“ lency a branch of the family of the 
“ King wh'em thev so passionately love. 

“ -The better to ensure the success 

“ of his administration, and also to ease 
“ him of part of tliebiirden, four Ad juncts 
“ ought te be given him, of different 
“ ranks and professions, provisionally to 
“ compose the (iovernment until the next 
“ meeting of the Cortes. Whatever raat- 
“ ter comes under di.scussion, every qiies- 
" tion should be decided by a majority 
" of votes'; and they should sweay to ob- 
*' serve our laws, which are not to be 
" altered without the concurrence of the 
Cortes, which the Government should 

convene as circumstances permit.- 

“ Upon this subject, the Supreme Coutlcil 
“ of Spain and the rndies will prepare its 
" ob.servations, and lay them before the 
" Government as usual. Itisjust andrequi- 
" site that our American settlements should 
" have a principal share in this natiohal 
“ body, as they derive such strong titles 
to our regard from their fidelity, loyal 
" services, donations, attachment to the 
“ King, patriotic zeal, and gireat import- 
“ ance. This Supreme Tribunal reserves 
" to itself to give its opinion upon the 
pjufice of their intervention, which it 
** will do a{J:er the most mature ddibera- 


" tion.-^It is supposed that the four in*- 

" dividuals to be appointed by the Su- 
" preme Junta until the Meeting of the 
" National Congress, will bear a high 
“ character for probity, religion, loya’lty, 
“ skill in their respective professions, itn- 
“ partiality, and disinterestedness. I’lie 
“ Supreme Junta itself, w’hich they are to 
“ succeed in the exercise of the sovereign- 
“ ty, will secure the opinion of the pul)- 
“ lie, and provide for its own safety, by 
“ appointing individuals endued with the.se 
“ qualities; for, if the persons elected 
“ should not rank high in the pifblic opi- 
“ nion. Government would scarcely suc- 
“ cced in suppressing the present popular 
“ complaints and suspicions. By so doing, 
“ no doubt will remain in the minds of 
“ the people about the upright irilontions 
“ of the Supreme .Tunta ; the superior 
“ ones will cease to exercise their 
“ pow’ors ; they will obtain the applause 
“ of the whole Monarchy; and posterity 
“will ever be grateful for ihcir services. 

“-May itpiea.se your Maje sty, to lend 

“ a grat'iou.s hearing to this Representa- 
“ tion, wliich has no other object than 
“ your Majesty’s glory, and the oxtermi- 
“ nation of the Tyrant by whom vve are 

“oppressed!”-The short and long of 

this rigmarole. Address is, that there is, or 
at least, was, an intrigue going on for 
the purpose of ousting the Junta, and 
erecting, by degrees, a new monarfch, 
under the shew of a regency. Of the 
character of this intended monarch wo 
shall speak a little presently ; but, in the 
meanwhile, it is to be observed, that no 
one, whether Junta or Council or Regent, 
says a word about the liberties of the peo¬ 
ple. Not a word. Upon that topic They 

are all as silent as the grave.-As to the 

result of all these intrigues there can be 
no doubt in the mind of any rational 
man; but, it is of some interest for us to 
mark their progress, and especially to 
note what part our government appears to 
have in them.-^’fhere is a letter, pub¬ 

lished in the Morning Chronicle of the 
2Ist instant/ purporting to be written by 
Spaniard at Ronda, in which Lord Wel¬ 
lesley js said to be reported to be decidedly 
in favour of a Regency, in the person uf 
the Archbishop of Toledo. The Editor 
of the Morning Chronicle does not an¬ 
swer for the correctness of this letter; 
but, it is worthy of remark, that the Ad¬ 
dress of ihe SupKEME Council, from which 
I have given an extract above,'is dated on 
the 2fitk qf August last, about a fortnight. 
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or three weeks, o/icr the arrival i^f Lord 

H'elleslqf at Seville. -Of the Archbishop 

of Toledo the abovementioned letter 

speaks in the followiiigternis:-" No good 

“ Spaniard will lament the downfalj of the 
“ narrow and impolitic system, which the 
« Junta has so fatallypuisued; and,if Lord 
" Wellesley lends the powerful influence 
“ of his name and nation for the restoration 
"of our long lost liberties, and the aclmit- 
tance of our people to their just and natu- 
" ral weight in their own concerns, he will 
" confer greater obligations on Spain, than 
she otves even to the munificence of 
" your Treasury, or the valour of your 
" arms.—But alas ! such is not the report 
" which has reached me—I cannot, and 1 
"will not, however* believe what 1 am 
" told, but it has been confidently asserted, 
" that upon the pretext of concern rating 
"authority, it is Lord Wellesley’s inten- 
" tion to force the Archbishop of Toledo 
upon us as a Regent. This would be 
" concentrating authority with a venge- 
" ance, it would be concentrating not 
" only the authority, but the Jolltf, the 
" bigotry, and the inejiciency of the Junta 
" into a focus. The Conde de Chinchoii, 
" son of the liifant Bon Louis, brother of 
“ the Princess of the Peace, and Arch- 
" bishop of Toledo and Seville, is destitute- 
" qf every talent, surrounded by the basest of 
" manicind, and in every way calculated to 
“ entail ridicule and failure, upon any Go- 
“ vermnent committed to his charge.” 

-Well, and what of that ? What 

of all .that, I should be glad to know ? 
What jf he be a notorious fool, a notorious 
bigof, notoriously inefficient; what'if he 
be destitute qf every talent; what if he be 
surrounded by ilte basest qf mankind; what 
if he would seem to have been created 
for the express purpose of entailing ridi¬ 
cule upon any government committed to his 
care: what reason is therein all that against 
his beAng Regent, aye, or King, if need 
be ? I leave this (question to be answered 
by the* Pastry-cook Alderman, by the 
place-hunting Dixons, or by any of the 
crew of holy-altar and lif^-and-ifortune 
and last-shilling and last-drop-o^blood 
fnen, who are, now infesting the country 
with thejr harangues; and 1 shall lake my 
leave of the Spaniards, for this time, with 
observing, that, as it was foreseen from 
the beginning by me and by many others, 
there will be a revolution; that if there is 
to be a king, it will be a king of a new 
that the nobility and tlie opulent 
in Spain have this choice, and this choice 


only, a new government of the people’s 
own making, or a soverieign set over them 
by the Emperor of France; that, in either 
case, the change will be not only highly 
beneficial to Spain, but to all the nations, 
with which Spain has any connection ; 
and, finally, that if any thing had been 
wanting to convince alj rational men, 
that the cause of tlie Supreme Junta was 
not the cause of the people of Spain, that 
conviction would have been produced by 
the recent decrees against the press, appoint¬ 
ing a Censor on the news-papers, and a 
Public Prosecutor to bring writers, printers, 
aiyl book-sellers to what is called justice, 
and, in short, piftting the Spanish press 
upon the same fooling as the press in Cal¬ 
cutta. While decrees of this stamp are 
issuing from Seville, King Joseph is is¬ 
suing from Madrid, decrees of a very dif¬ 
ferent description; (fperees for putting 
down the monkish establishments, and, in 
a word, for improving tl*e condition Of 
the people. 

Jubilee. -There is every reason to 

suppose, that a peace is now concluded 
between France and Austria ; that is to 
say, that the latter has, in due form, sub¬ 
mitted to the domination of the former, 
which former, be it observed, the King has, 
upon a very recent occasion, declared to 
be our inveterate enemy. Well, then, here 
is our most powerful friend and ally, bent 
dow'ii, at last, beneath this our enemy. 
But, it is towards the events, now naturally 
to be expected, that we are to look ; for, 
the subduing of Austria is, in fact, the mere 
signal for the great and steady proceed, 
ings against England. Nupoleun mav 
now be regarded as liaving the w hole of 
the continent of Europe at hij' absolute 
Command, Spain and Portugal only ex¬ 
cepted ; and, were not those countries as¬ 
sisted with the seate.sman-like advice and 
the military skill and prowess of the Wel¬ 
lesleys, to complete their subjiigatiiin would 
certainly not cost him many months ; nay, 
there are those wl» appear to believe^ 
that both the noble Marquis and his brotliei- 
the Baron will find it their duty to come 
home, in order to give their personal : iJ 
tO'their sovereign and his government, and 
that this move w ill take place before Na¬ 
poleon will be able Jo get back to Spain, 
if this should be the case; if Spain and 
Portugalishould be thus deprived of the 
talents of tne heroes of Calcutta and Tala- 
vera, their dbum is sealed at once. In 
•short, when we see the Welleslej's come 
away, we may be sure, that, in their opinitm 
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at least, tlie house is about to fall. . But, 
w'hether they come away or remain, the 
short of the matter is, that, with tlie ex¬ 
ception, perhaps, of the pensioned poet, 
Fitzgerald, the editor of the fast-sinking 
Morning Post, and a few such ones, there 
is nobody who does not expect to see 
Joseph Buonaparte as much master of 
Spain and Portugal, by the end of this 
year, as his brother Louis is master of Hol¬ 
land, or, as George the Tliird is master of 
England. This being tlie general opinion, 
a question, whicii every man ought to put 
to hitnself is, shall ice then he able to defend 
ourselves against this conqueror? lie will 
have, under his absoluti? command, every 
sea-port in the world capable of being 
greatly mischievous to this country ; and, 
at the same tipie, he will have all the 
means for building a hundred ships of the 
line in a year. At the end of one year 
from next Christmas, he will, in all proba¬ 
bility, have tioo hundred ships of the line Jit 
to put to sea. It is not more dillicult for 
him to have a force like this, than for him 
to march an army to Vienna; and, that 
man must be a fool indeed, who supposes, 
that the Conqueror of Europe will want 
inclination to create such a force. Indeed, 
there is, 1 should suppose, even in these 
times of madness, no one so mad, so very 
mad, as to suppose, that the Emperor 
Napoleon, when having finished the con¬ 
quest of the continent, will say to 
himself, “ come, that is enough ; and, 
“ I will not only leave England nnat- 
“ tempted, ^ut w ill amicably shake hands 
" with her, and leave her in quiet pos- 
“ session of those means, which she has 
“ so frequently employed for the stirring 
“ up of oibcr nations against me, and for 
“ the pulling down me and all my family.^’ 
No: even the Dixons and their pastry¬ 
cook co-operator; na}^ I hardly believe, 
that poet Fitzgerald is so execrably stupid 
as to suppose this. No : that man must 
be staring mad, who does not see, that 
the serious warfare between England 
and France is only now beginning ; that 
it is now the beginning of dangers ; that 
all former and present dangers are trifling 
compared to those which arc now about’ 
to menace us : of this truth every man 
of sense must be conviuced, and yet this 
U the time when we are told to hold a 
national Jubilee ; when, even oi^this very 
day, on which 1 am writing this article, 
all the means of inloxica'iion have been 
applied to the thoughtless part of the 
people; apd, as if we were in love with 


warlike failure arid disgrace, we answer 
with cannonades of joy, those wliich 
the enemy, from the opposite coast, if 
firing in token of the completion of a 
peace won by his skill and valour, while 
we have before our eyes the misctabl* 
adventures upon the Scheldt and the 
Tagus. We appear to havtTlost all siiame ; 
to be so Far from that sheepi§/i people, 
that we were formerly thought, that we 
may now vvitli much more propriety be¬ 
come faimous for our senseless impudence. 
Tile poet, when be drew the character of 
Bobailil, made him hang down liis head 
after having taken a drubbing ; for, he did 
not suppose that it was in human nature for 
a boaster to continue on in Iris boastings ; 
and that, too, with an increase of brass, 
after having become notoriously a beaten 
thing. Look at the Scheldt; look at the, 
banks of the Tagus; look at the droves of 
English prisoners of W'ar, who are, at thii 
very moment, traversing Fi ance on their 
way to a prison ; 1 do not say, look back, 
but look at what i.s, on this very day, and 
then tell me, ifyou believe, that any nation 
upon the face of the earth ever thought 
of a Jubilee under such circumstances. 

-It i.s, however, fitting that it should be 

known, that tlie nation, properly so called; 
•that that the sense of the nation disap- 
provesofthis measure. It appears, from a 
letter, published by the' Mayor of Glas¬ 
gow, that underhand means to feel the 
pulses of corporate bodies, as to the keeping 
of a Jubilee, were resorted to so early 
as about the middle of August. The 
Jews and Contractors in the City^ were 
the first ojKnly to propose tJie thing, 
and, as the public will bear in mind, the 
proposition was as openly opposed by every 
sound and sensible man in the Common 
Council. Grand dinners and feastings 
amongst the rich contractors and jobbers 
were, at first, the intention ; but, fear .soon 
suggested, amongst these gentry, the hy¬ 
pocritical pretence of a desire to relieve the 
poor; just as if they could not, if tlley had 
been so disposed, have relieved the poor 
on any other .day, as w’ell as on the 25th 
of October, ISO!;.-Thus the thing ori¬ 

ginated, and that .the main object of the 
Jews and Contractors was to amuse the 
people, to keep them, as long as pos¬ 
sible, from seeing their real situation, there 
can be no doubt.—^There is a man of the 
name of Drummond, who is, it appears, the 
commandant of a corps of Volunteers in 
Westminster, called the Prince of Wales’s 
Loyal Volunteers, wlm has published a Let- 
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ter, or Order, to kis corps, in which he be the thing, of all others, whei^with to 
clearly icnputes disloyalty to every one of crown tlte ■whole transaction.——In the 
tlie corps, who intentionally is absent from naeau while, Buonaparte keeps steadily on. 
parade on that day. This man, who is, it \Ve cannot shout him down. Wc cannot, 
is said, the king’s banker, has said no more with all our boasting and toasting, turn 
than others: and, the fact is, that, either him aside from ahy'one of his objects, 
in direct or indirect terms, the Jews, Job- While those who fatten upon the taxes 
bers. Contractors, Nabobs, Pensioners, and here, are giving the ignorant and the 
Sinecure-placemen, who have put them- hungry victuals and drink, in order to 
selves forward upon this occasion, have make them shout for joy, whole nations, 
charged with disloyalty all those who dis- unbought with either bread or beer, are 
approved of the measure, which charge, if proclaiming their ailmii ation of our enemy, 
it were not false, would be dreadfully orai- lie, I’ll warrant him, will make no Jubilee 
nous to*ihe royal family ; for, I will ven- Knights; nor will he, unless he should 
ture to say, that the measure is decidedly want them for real services, add to the 
disapproved of by those who jiossess nine number of those^jiersons, wjio are already 

hundred and ninety nine parts out of every a heavy expence to his j>eople.- Ire- 

thousand of the sensd; the talents, the vir- member very well, that, when Buonaparte’s 

tue, and the property of the country.- coronation took place, our iiew'spapers 

There is to be a grand naxal and military ascribed all the rejoicings at Paris to the. 
promotion, it seems, when we have already means used by the government. Oh ! how 
ten times as many tadmipis, perhaps, as they abused tlia new Emperor for pur- 
are employed, and when we have more ge- chasing tlie shouts of the ignorant and 
7 terals thin Buonaparte has. These newly venal with tlie monej’ wrung from tlie sen- 
promoted people will, of oourse, rejoice; sibic and honest and industrious part oi 
and so will the sailors who are'to have a the French nation : How repeatedly and 
double allowance qf drinkh and so will the howsincerely did they pity the good pcoplo 
soldiers who are to be released from dungeons of that country, who were, as they said, 
and jails; and so will all those, who, at compelled to pul on a face of joy, while 
the expence of others, n« to 6ecra»wwedanrf their heartswere full of grief! And, who 
made drunk, and who will sing and bawl can have forgotten, that within tlic.se six 
out the praises of those who stuff and who weeks, they attributed the general illu- 

dreiich them_—To read the accounts in mination at Madrid, and even the TcDsim 

the news-papers, to read the exultations at sung in the churches, to theyi;ars, the sclf- 
the prospect of the feeding and drinking ishness, or the hypocrisy of the people, wiif> 

of this day, foreigners must look upon us partook in it.-^WelJ, then, w ill they 

as haying lived upon hips and haws for the now repeat, that th» rejoicings at Madrid 
last fprty-nine years. We appear to be a were the effects of the basest of all human 
people, a very great.part of whbm are feelings? Will they noie assert, as boldly 
actually starving. We seem to be prepar- as before, that it was blasphemy to sing 
ing one single meal of victuals and drink for the Te Deum upon such an cjccasioii ? I 
tlie king’s .subjects, as it were by way of 'think they will now be a little iiiorc.cau- 
makingupfor a life of starvation; and, tious how they speak upon the subject of 
when these fed people .set up a »AoKlmg/or tho.se rejoicing.sr which take place inho- 

joy at feeling the effects of a belly-full, we nour of other sovereigns_1 shall now 

to prticlaim it to the world as a proof of have done with this Jubilee, which has 
national loyalty; and, what is more, as a been attended with this good, at any rate, 
proof bf the people’s having heen happy, it has led to discussions, by the means of 
having enjoyed prosperity, for the last forty which the people of this country, who are 

nine years!-To be add(;d to this, and always too ready to forget, have been re- 

to the grand naval and military*proino- minded of many things, many acts and 
tion, there ,is but one thing wanting, events of the king’s reign, which had sunk 
and that is a new swarm of knights to into oblivion amidst the uproar of the last 
match those made upon the occasion of Seventeen years, ai|d which, added to the 
Peg Nicholson. This would render the acts and events of those seventeen years, 
thing quite' complete, and, therehu e, it is cannot fail,, in due time, to prorluce cxcel- 
pity it should be left out. A set of Jubilee lent effects. W“. COBBETT. 

fejgA/s, scattered over the country, would Coleshill, iVednesday,25 Oct. 1809. 
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“ for, nil that passes inter nos 
“ Might be proclaimed at Charing-Cross.” 

Pope. 
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TO WILLIAM BOSVILLE, ESO. 1 
Dear Sib; 

Few things have given me greater 
^pleasure than to hear, that you resisted 
the mandates of the venal crew, on the 
night of what they cafled a day of Ju- 
hilce, and, in spite of the yells of their 
drenched mob, consisting chiefly of Jews 
and foreigners„refused to be guilty of that 
basest of all acts, namely,the o.'ihibitingof 
signs of joy while {being a true friend to 
your country) sorrow and shame were at 
the bottom of your lieart. Yes, it would, 
indeed, have been a cruel mortification to 
hear, that, from any motive whatevfir, and 
especially from the beggarly motive of 
saving a few pounds in glass, you, who, 
perhaps, of all men living prove by your 
practice, that you best know the real use 
of money, and whose abhorrence of hy¬ 
pocrisy is proverbial amongst all those 
who have’the honour to know 5 'oii; it 
would, indeed, have been a cruel mortifi¬ 
cation to bear, that you should, on any 
Recount that can be nttnied or thought of, 
have been ipduced to give the proceedings 
of that day the semblance of your approba¬ 
tion ; and, I must confess, that, of all the 
numerous proofs of good sense, independ¬ 
ence of mind, public spirit, and a contempt 
of hypocrisy, which have appeared upott 
this occasion, none has given me si^ much 
satisfaction as to hear that your hospitable 
dwelling became an object of the violence 
of a herd, whose attachment and whose 
services had been purchased with offal from 
the shambles, and with dregs from the 
cellar, to fill whose bellies and to turn 
whose brains a robbery Inid been com¬ 
mitted upon the dogs and tlie hogs. 

Of my sentiments, relative to the keep¬ 
ing of a Jubilee upon account of the king'*s 
having entered on the fiftieth year of his 
reign, yon are, through the pages of the 
Register, already put in possession. Here, 
therefore, I shall content myself with a few 
observations upon the manner of the cele¬ 
bration, and on certain rSmarkable in¬ 
cidents which ought, while they are fresh 
in our memory, to be put upon record. 


And, first, pray notice the trick, resorted 
to, in order to excite a shouting, and other 
signs, of joy amongst the people. You will 
remember, that, when any one, iip matter 
whom, or upon what ground, has stood 
forward in defence of popular rights and 
privileges, though those rights and privi¬ 
leges are clearly established by the con¬ 
stitution, such person has, by those whqi 
have now called for a Jubilee, alwaya 
been represented as a courier of the mob; 
as appealing to the passions of the people, 
and not to their reason; as a demagogue, 
whose object it was to seduce the ignorant 
crowd by flattering their vanity, and fill¬ 
ing till ir heads w'ith false notions of their 
own importance. Weil, now, then, let 
these high-minded gentlemen, who have 
talked so prettily against flattering the mob 
into an adoption of one’s views; let them 
tell U.S, what, if it be base to flatter the 
Inob into an approbation of one’s doctrines; 
if that be an act of baseness; if it be an 
act of baseness to obtain the plaudits of 
the common people by the means of words; 
if that be an act of baseness, let them tell 
us how we shall characterize the conduct 
of those, who have purchased, actually bar¬ 
gained for and bought, the shouts of the 
half-starved people, not with flattery, not 
with empty words, but with food and 
drink ; who have clubbed their pounds for 
the purpo.se of bribing those, who wanted a 
meal, to put up sliouts of jotf for the pro$- 
perity, in which they have lived, and are 
still living. Really the story you told me, 
during our journey from llonilon, about 
the fellows whom you saw in JM^rocco, 
hardly comes up to this. The Jew's, Con¬ 
tractors, Pensioners without services, Sine¬ 
cure Placerneif, Nabobs, and the rest of the 
tfibp, w ho settbe Jubilee on foot, and whom, 
to prevent repetityih, we may a.s well call 
the Jubilee crew: Tliese people have the 
impudence to pretend, that it was proper 
for the people to‘rejoice on the 25th of 
October, because they were in the «yoy- 
went cf prosperity ; but, you perceive that 
they were not content to leave this pros^ 
perity to produce the wished-for shouts. 
If the people felt themselves so happy ; if 
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they ha<l enjoyed, and were enjoying, jmcA 
prvfperiti/ as to call for u Jubilee, tlicy would, 
of eourse, rejoice, they would sing and 
dance and shout, without being fed and 
drenched byway of hire to sing, dance, 
and shout. Of the p.uticular time the 
mass of the people iiiiglit, indeed, be ig¬ 
norant ; but, then, it was easy to inform 
them of that; if tlicy felt an incli¬ 
nation to itjoice, they would, of course, 
have rejoietd. ihit, the hypocrites knew 
tju- sitiiufioii of t'le people too well to ex¬ 
pect ifu^n to put up voluniiiri/ shouts of 
joy ; aad, therefore, ib.ey, a's the least of 
two e.vl!^, resolved upon purchasing those 
shouts ; so that, as the thing now stands, 
tiio-;e, to wham the gii'; of a single meal 
ef food and drink was object worth so¬ 
licitation; aye, these very vvretebes arc 
said to l»avc shouted for joy on account of 
the p)'o:ii)t: 'Uy tiu'ij nave enjoyed and are still 
enjoying. A'- to tlui people of England, pro¬ 
perly s.:. Culled, ■ he .fuldlee crew knew very 
well that it rviis useless to appeal to them. 
They, titereftiie, aiM!ess(.(l themselves to 
the titc&e hundred thousand iniseralrlc crea¬ 
tures, called jtaiipcrs; to these they ten¬ 
dered t'leir olliii and t!u ir dirty drink ; to 
these they tendered that rarity., that lux- 
tc-y, abe!)y-fuM; and, it is to the shouts 
of these ]roor creatures, tiins port^iascd,' 
that they hid us,refer for a knowledge of 
the pub’i;: sentiment. Senlmcntj indeed ! 
Aye, if, like Congreve’s soldier, their 
brains He in their belly, tliese wretched 
beings may, uixm this occasion, be said 
to have given utterance to their sentiments. 
Talk *oi IV.ine’s seduciriy the ignorant ! 
What did he gttf them in exebangd for 
their plaudits ? iMen of iionest minds count 
it vefy b '.se to piirchase, at an clecilon or 
elsewhere, the sluiuts of those who are 
willing to sell thfiu for food and drink ; 
but, the case of the Jubilee has this agm a- 
vated circumsianee belonging to it, that 
the po/>r wfeiches necessarily expose them¬ 
selves 40 the charge of falshooj and hy- 
. pocrisy*. The man, who shouts at an 
election, 7iwy, by h ae jiossibilitv, he sin¬ 
cere, and may utter well-ifierited praise. 
But, the creature, 'iclio is in niant tf a'meal: 
for, observe, the Jubilec^ubscripticoits were 
for the purpose of feeding the poor; the re¬ 
ceiver, the feaster, tiie coavk-e, must, to en¬ 
title him to a seat at llie >' !,tive hoard, be in 
want of a meal; asid, ibis wreich, whose 
very presence upon the oecasioti imptii;S 
that he lives a life of almost-starvation, 
shouts ftjr joy for the prosperity he has en¬ 
joyed and is Btili enjoying. There h^vg, 


of late years, so many things taken place, 
degrading to-the character of this country, 
that one cannot Say, without much time 
for reflection, whiqh of them is the most 
so ; but, the least so, certainly is not this 
subscription,(from the purses of those,who, 
in one way or another, live upon the taxes,) 
for the purpose; for the ppenly avowed 
purpose, of giving the people a meal of vic¬ 
tuals and drink ; and, as if it were a sub¬ 
ject of great national pride, our hireling 
prints announce to the world, that Eng¬ 
lishmen have, for once, for once in this 
long reign, had a belly full. What a 
subject for national exultation! And, as if 
this did not rendft’ the mixture of folly 
and baseness complete, those same prinks, 
and also the crew by whom thej' are paid, 
are continually reminding i)s of oiir happy 
state, compared to that of the people of mker 
countries. Nay, one ol' th('. s|)ecific to|>ics 
of rejoicing is, that wc are much more 
liappy than other nations ai t;; and yet, in 
the very same breath, we proclaim, that 
there are thousands and hundreds of 
thousands of our countrymen, who are in 
want of a meal; to whom the gift of a 
single meal of victuals is an object of 
importance ; with wdiom to have had 
a belly-full will become a memorable 
epoch. 

Upon an occasion like the-Jnliilee, it 
would have been strange indeed, if any 
one of the pensioned rh 3 'me-makers, and 
sliU more strange' if that indefatigabh! 
grinder of doggerel, Mr. Fitzgeralo, had 
hoien si'ent. The stuflj wliich has, within 
these three weeks, been poured, I had 
almost said puked, out upon the public, in 
the form of verse, iir>on the subject of the 
’.Jubilee, would add to the di«g»ice of anj' 
fiatio.f^ upon earth, England onlj' ex¬ 
cepted. The song of“ G'od save the King,” 
'that piece of clumsy and stupid flattery, 
without one poetical thought or elegant 
expression, has, I perceive, been sung in 
many cf the churches, whose congregm- 
tioiis have, in this respect, become the > 
rivals of the '"'ovent Garden row. Bat, 
the pieces, written for the occasion of 
the Jubilee, are infinitely more fulsome, 
more gross, and, if possible, more stupid, 
than that song : and, in no other country 
upon earth would there have been firond 
men so shameless as to give them circula¬ 
tion in pfint. I have, however, noticed 
tliese effusions of stupidity “and base¬ 
ness only foV the purpose of shewing 
the falsehood of a part of one of them, and 
I am desirous of exposing |bat falsehood. 
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because it relates to a fact of some po¬ 
litical importance, and with respect to 
which great pains lia^e been taken to 
mislead, deceive, and aituse that part of 
the people, wlio are not, and cannot be 
expected to be, well-informed upon such 

matters.-To those who were the pror- 

posers ot the. Jubilee, the question vvas 
put; “What has been done, during this 
" long reign, in favour of the freedom of the 
“ people ?” It was easy to jtoint out how 
much had been done agaimt that freedom ; 
and, after long consultation, the advocates 
for the .Jubilee discovered, that, during the 
present reign, that Act was passed, which 
“ rendered the Junels independent of 
“ the crown.” It would he easy to shew, 
that the crown can, at all times, bestow, 
by promotion,at least, great favours upon 
any of the Judges, nor, if every thing else 
be right, especially if the people be fairly 
and fully represented in parliament, do 
I think that, if it eould be done, such 
power ought to be taken from the king. 
But, the thing, alluded tvo, is of a very 
diffijrent nature indeed. The Judges 
formerh/ held their jilaccs dui ing the plea- 
siirt of the king ; that is to say, he could, 
at any time, without cause assigned, put 
any oik; of ihem out ofhi.s |>lace, in the 
same manner as an officer of llte arm^'.' 
Now the king cannot do that; for, by an 
express statute, the Judges hold their 
places during good behaviour, and of that 
good behaviour the Jking is jiot the sole 
judge. Iq short, a Judge cannot now be 
displaced, unless upon proof, and 'very 
satisfactory proof, too, oi’liis having been 
guilty of that wliicii render; him un¬ 
worthy oi‘ bis hi:;!i and iiiipoi taiit station, 
and up'fn the address in' both IIous'js 

of parii'.inK'Tjt.-'J ins '.ras a gre.it. thing 

done in favour of the; real liberry of the 
people ; a very great tiling indeed ; and 
accordingly, the pensioned poet, Titzc!;- 
p.Ai.D, thus revives the memory of it in 
his“ Ow. for the Royal Jubike,” published 
in the Morning (.'hronicie of the ifdth of 
October, and hawked about the stree ts of 
London on the day before. 

“ The uprislil .ludgesoF the T.siul, ^ 

“ From tVoriilly InfiuKiv.-efree, 

“ Wore vuiik hy hit ht;nign Command ; 

“ The surest Pledge of Liberty ! 

“ This Act alone endears liLi \ame, 

“ I5<;yond the t’riiie of (.’.ressv’s f.ime ! 

“ By this our Pigbts are inule 

“ j\U(l the deep ypriiigol' jos’.icepure !” 

Lest this should not be clearly compre¬ 
hended !)y every reader, the poet has put 
into a note, the fotiowing explanation 


The first act qf his present Majesty’s 
" reign vvas, to render Urn Judges independent 

" of the crown.” -Now, the whole of 

this, poiitry as well as jvrose, is an uimixed 
falsehood; and, seeing that it must have 
been written I'or the purpose of deceiving 
the people, and, of course, of answeriiqg 
a bad c:id, it is what P.aley denomi¬ 
nates “ A I,IE.” There is not a word of 
truth in it from the beginning to the end ; 
it is as false a.s it would be to say, that 
the king came down from Heaven in a 
coach, drawn by eiglit crearq-coloured 
horses. It is, in short, a downright lie, 
and nothing can make it either more or . 

le.ss.-'I'he Act in question was that 

famous act of parliament, commonly 
called the Acr of Settluxiekt, and this 
act was passed in the li^llh and IStli 
year of the reign of King Wii.i.um HI, 
and in the year 1700, a hunJrv;d an<l 
nine years ago, before any of the family 
of Brunswick came to the throne of 

this kingdom.-'J'he twenty third act, 

passed in the reign of the present king, 
made a provision about the Judges’ com¬ 
missions in cas.; of the death of a king; 
hecaii-sc, upon such occasions, all coiu- 
n)is.sloiis granted hy the king dies with 
him, and must he renewed by his suc¬ 
cessor, or else they* ce;ise. The com¬ 
missions of the Judgt;s jiavl, vvilhout any 
cxv option, been renewed by all the suc¬ 
ceeding sovereigns from William III. to 
Lleorgc IH; bur, in order to put the 
matler at ic.st for ever, it was enacted, at 
the time referred to, that, at the death of a 
king, the cotnmmions of the Judges should 
not need reneveing. 'J'liat was ait. This 
king gave up not one fraction of his piivver-; 
an act was (lasse.d that took aw8y the 
hsre. possibility of an exercise of a little 
kingly |)!nv(:r ; but, it took tiiat, .not 
from this king, hut from his succcs.'^or. In¬ 
deed, it, is notorious, that this act of par¬ 
liament had nothing at all to do in ren¬ 
dering the Judges iiulcpeiKleni, of the 
crown ; and, of cour.s,', that tlic. vvliole 
of poet Fitzgerald’.s assertion, piosc and 
verse, is a ’gross falsehood, iniciided to 
impose upon tliat part of ilu' iieople, who 
cannot •be expected to have an inrimate 

acquaintance .with such matters.-Ma.s 

it never struck you, a.s a matter ol'vvonder, 
how these deceivers, these puliiicai im- 
po.stor*, can look otic anoltwr in the face 
it is Veltaire, I believe, who olisorves, 
that he wonders how two monks can 
pass one another in tiic street without 
bursting out iiiio laughter. But, many of 

X'2 
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the monks are themselves the dupes of 
the imposture wbrnh they - assist in sup¬ 
porting; whereas our political impostors 
cannot possibly be ignorant upon the sub¬ 
ject of the deceptions they practise. 
That they should write and print and 
circulate barefaced falsehoods is not won¬ 
derful; that, when these falsehoods are 
detected and exposed, they should again 
publish them as admitted truths ; that 
they should be base enough to rely for 
success upon the ignorance of those 
amongst,whom their falsehoods are in¬ 
tended to circulate ; that every one of 
these impostors should do all this is by 
no means wonderful ; but, really, how 
any two or more of them can meet, look 
one another in the face, and even hold 
council as to the best means of ejecting 
their purposes, is wonderful even to me, 
who have so long been in the habit of 
examining their conduct, and exposing 
their detestable manoeuvres. Only think 
of the state of mind, into which they must 
have fallen before they could tpeet and 
deliberate upon thelie'must likely to suc¬ 
ceed, and upon the means of circulation 
most cheap and extensive. Only think 
of that. When you have thought of it, 
am sure you will be satisfied, that the 
human mind can*conceive nothing too' 

base for such men to attempt.-The 

♦vretched poetaster, who has led me into 
these remarks, would have performed but 
half his task, if lie had not preferred the 
charge of disloyalty against all those who 
refused to join in the act of hypocrisy 
which* he was celebrating. Accordingly 
be says ; 

“ If there’s b Traitor in the land : 

‘‘Who will not raise for George his harnt ; 

“ Whose heart malignant grieve* to see 

“ All Kngland rise in Jnhilee ! - 
Let the detested Monster riiiil, 

“ Some cavern hlacker than his mind ! 

“ There let him waste his life away, 

“ Nor with his presence blast this day.” 

So, you see, that you, who refused to put 
A single candle in your windows, and, of 
course, who did not “ raise your Ikmd for 
George,” on that day, are, accortHng,to 
this pensioned, poetaster, a “ truitco'” and a 
“ detested tnonstet and this wretch, whose 
very bread comes, in part, out of your 
estates, has the imiiudenue to send you to 
Wdjte your life awy in some black and 
dismal cavern. Verily, if your heart were 
no truer to your cxmntiy than the heart of 
this impudent pensioner, you would, when 
you saw youiself thus insulted by those 


whom the government compels you to feed, 
care very little indeed what happened, or 
whose authority prevailed, so that you 
could but obtain vengeance upon those, 

from whom such insolence proceeded.- 

The “ Ode,” as it is called, upon which I 
have been ottering you some remarks, was, 
it seems, recited at a dinner of the Mer¬ 
chants and Bankers of London, at whose 
dinner, many of the ministers, and of tlie 
leading men of both factious, attended. 
It is said, too, that the Ode was received 
with universal approbation. Let the world 
judge, then, of the character of those, who 
could bestow their approbation. First, 
upon so vile and ^ross a falsehood as that 
which I have noticed above ; and. Second¬ 
ly, upon an assertion, according to which 
every man, who disapproved of the Jubi¬ 
lee, was a “ traitor” and a “ detested mcm- 
“ ster.” The persons, present upon this 
occasion, knew well not only that the mea¬ 
sure of holding a Jubilee bad been dis¬ 
tinctly disapproved of by many persons at 
public meetings, held even in the city of 
I.ondon; not only did they know this full 
well, but they knew also, that, in the whole 
kingdom, there were not, in all likelihood, 
one hundred men of sense, who did not, in 
their hearts, decidedly disapprove of the 
thing; that there was scarcely one, who 
took any active part in promolrng it, who 
was not actuated by some selfi.sh motive; 
that the shouts put up by the rabble, were 
actually bought wjth bread, meat, beer, 
and gin; and, in short, that the whole thing 
was invented purely with a view of reviv¬ 
ing, or exciting, if' possible, a set of feel- 
ing.s in the popular breast, which feelings 
might serve as a counterpoise to other feelings, 
(xcited by recent events and disclsmres, and 
which jatter feelings were, it was perceiv¬ 
ed, making their way deep into the minds 
of even the lea.st, infimned part of the peo¬ 
ple. The Jubilee men at Merchant Tay¬ 
lor’s Hall knew all liiis very well, at the 
moment that they were cheering the pen¬ 
sioned poetaster’s charge of treason against* 
such men as Mr. Waithman and you. — - 
At first sight, it appears strange, that, when 
it is their business to make the world, and 
especially the Emperor Napoleon, believe 
that the nation is unanimous on their side, 
they should let any tiling drop, which 
amounts to a confe.ssion, that there are 
people, think dittereutly from them¬ 
selves, and, in fact, who, as you and I do, 
very auxiou.sl^ desire to see them put 
down. One would suppose, that they 
would take all possible pains to disguiit 
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this fact ; and so they would, if they did 
not love theinselves much better than*their 
cause. Regular mole-catchers will never 
catch in breedin^-tme ; and rat-catcher8%f 
eminence hold it to be a pity tokiliy<;?Hn/« 
^Uh young. For reasons similar to those 
by which these regular tradesmen are 
actuated, and which are too obvious to be 
pointed out, tire Jubilee crew, the regular- 
traders in Anti-Jacobiriisrn and loyalty, 
take special care to lose no opportunity 
that otiers itself of inculcating a belief, 
that there are jacobins and traitors in the 
country. It is true, that in whatever de¬ 
gree they are believed, they give encou¬ 
ragement to the fortygn enemy; but, 
though they do not wish to assist that 
enemy, because it is not to be believed that 
he, if he became master of the country, 
would give thcM so much for doing nothing as 
they now get; though they do not wish to 
assist that enemy, they wish to live upon 
the pui)lic ; and it is upon the ground that 
the king lias enemies at home, and npon 
that grimnd alone, that they can pretend 
to any merit in being frimds” or, in¬ 
deed, that they can justify the use of that 
appellation. Mow often has it been thus, 
and how many ihrones have been over¬ 
turned, in great part, at least, from this 
cause ! It is in courts and governments as 
in privatcjife : is there a base insinuating 
knave, wlio, Ibr his own seltisli purposes, 
wishes to he thought i\\c friend of a man 
capable of doing him service; the, first 
thing he docs is to make that man believe 
that he has tnemies. The persons, thus 
misrepre.sent.ed, in consequence of being 
considered and treated as enemies, do, in 
time, become enemies in reality ; and, as 
they have justice on their side, it is ten to 
one, tliatt in the end, they triumph, and 
that he who has been flattered into an 
abuse of his power expevieiu‘e.s the morti¬ 
fication, or the actual punislitnent, due to 
his folly and his injustice. How often, in 
all ranks of lil'c, public and private, have 
we .seen this verified ! 

Without sajiposiiig the Jubilee crew to 
have been actuated by motives of tliis 
selfish description, it is quite impossible to 
account for their placard respecting w/e, 
exhibited at Charing Cross, on the day of 
the Jubilee, and of which the Statesman 
news-paper gives the following account: 

-“ An ineflectual attempt to produce 

” a riot was made at Charing CToss, where 
" about four o’clock in tlje afternoon, a 
" person in a sailor’s jacket, mounting on 
horseback Before King Charks, affixed 
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" to the neck of the horse.a placard^ witB 
“ the following words:— 

“ MAY GOD 
“ disperse 

" The Votaries of • 

» coBBirrr 

" A.s the Clouds 
" Of lhi.s day.” 

" But, alt hough ihe Biiscreant%rained his 
throat till he was hoarse with huzzaing', 
" he could not get a solitary individual to join 
him in this incitement to riot and blood- 
" shed, and the spectators treated the at- 
“ tempt with the scorn which it deserved.” 

-Nowg to he sure, if those wtio, without 

doubt, caused this placat’d to be put up, 
and nobody will be at a loss to know wBo 
they are; if these people had not been full 
as much fools as knaves, or rather more ; 
if knavery, w hen it overshoots itself, did 
not always become folly, and if this had 
not been the case in the present instance, 
these people never would have done a 
thing like this, which was, in fact, in terms 
the most distinct, in a manner the most 
impres.si,ve, in a place proverbially the 
most public, and on an occasion the most 

memorable, to proclaim.what ? 

Why, ill the first place, that there were, 
at least, .some persons, who disapproved of 
the Jgbilee ; but, in the next place, it was 
to jiroclairn, that 1, the man whom they 
are known to hate, and jvhorn they aflect 
to contemn, has, in the country . . . what ? 
Not readers; no, nor merely jmriizans, as 
some others have ; not merely these, but 
that 1 have YOTARIES; that is to say, 
that I am a man, who is almost, if not quite, 
worshipped, by a part, at least, of tfie peo¬ 
ple of England, and that, too, just after 
not less \hdi.r\ fifty thousand pounds is well 
known fe have been expended for life pur¬ 
pose of circulating, gratis, publication upon 
the hack of publication, and each teeming 
ndth the most atrocious falsehoods, the 
sole object of which publications was to 
put me down. Oh ! these men, though 
precious knaves, are certainly less c^'knaves 
than of fools, or they never would have 
given me and the public this irrefragable 
proof of myBaving triumphed over them, 
aided by all the numerous herds of venal 
scribes.* 

“ Hated by fools, and fools to bate: 

Be that my motto, that my fate,” 

The Editors of the hireling prints, al¬ 
beit not amongst the Soloinuos of the age, 
have, as far as I have been able to ascer- 
t-ain the flct, taken not. the smallest notice 
of th.is famous placard, thoa^ it was hung 
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upon Uie horsfe’^ mouth or neck,' though 
every letter was, at least, three inches 
high, and though thousands and tens of 
tiiousands flhcked toaee it, and were con¬ 
tinually flocki.ig thither, till those who 
ordered it to be put up, thought proper to 
order it to be taken down, in the night. 
These hirclpg Editors, though no conju¬ 
rors, could perceive, that this placard gave 
the lie direct to all their assertions about 
«ny being a person of no conscqvence; a 
erson whose opinions and exhortations 
ad no ‘J-'eight in tlie country ; it would, 
with theifi, have been an act of political 
suicide to state, that, upon the day of the 
Jubilee, one of the acts of piety, perform¬ 
ed by those who call themselves the 
friends of the king, was to pray to God to 
disperse my Votaries, clearly implying, 
that the number of them v\ as so great as to 
be not a little lormidahlc. No; the bire- 
Ihig Editors could not bring themselves 
to give the history of the Charin'g-Cross 
placard: they were not such shocking 
fools as he w ho sent a man, in a sailor's 
jacket, to put it up; and to fasten it,' too, 
to the horse hearing the statue of a king, 
whom Engiislirnen helieaded as a traitor, 
upon a charge of having been guilty of a 

violation of llteir rights'-The eliect of 

this placanl is worthy of being recoVded. 
ISome persons, amongst the many thou¬ 
sands, who eonipoked the continually shift¬ 
ing crowd of ga/ers at the placard, asked a 
Very worthy Irieud el' ours, who lives iiear 
the Sjiot, what the thing meant, and 
who “ ('oiiBET'i'” was; to which he an¬ 
swered, that Mr. Clobhett was a gentle¬ 
man, who wished to se*^ sinecure [daces 
and unmerned pen.dotis aholisliet!, wiio 
vvnnled all peculators and publie-rohhers 
to be iHJiiished, aud by .such means to 
lessen the taxes and give the people en¬ 
couragement to fight for their country. 
This ran, of ccurse, from one tb another ; 
and, ft is no wonder, that, on the fomth 
night after it was pat up, the stupid wretch 
(he is tfic must vain and stupid in Chris¬ 
tendom) who Iwd orduretl it to be lioistcd, 
found soincbodv to beat iino his vuddled 
brains tlie prudent measure cf itrtiing jt 

down.-Tbe be.st of it is, that, wtiile 

these senseless creatures are. [rlotting and 
conspiring against me, aiui are scratcTiing 
their empty skulls J'or iaveuutions whereby 
to injure, or, at least, annoy me, I am 
leading a life the most pleasant and undis¬ 
turbed that can be conceived;, and, it 
really is not unworthy of remark, that 
while the corrupt and venal herd, who 


w'aste so much time and money io the 
hope of tormenting me; while these peo¬ 
ple were engaged in the contriving and 
preparing and playing off’ their placard 
trick amidst the bustle and uproar of the 
“Jubiby,” as Noodle or Doodle calls it/ 
in Tom Thumb; while they were so en¬ 
gaged, I was walking over a^very beautiful 
farm and pleasure grounds, the hospitable 
occupiers of which are just as great de- 
spisers of hypocri.sy as you yourself are; 
and, it is quite curious, that, at the very 
moment when, as it appears from the 
news-papers, the placard was hoisted, and 
the (li.sguiscd and hired ruffian, with 
hoarse throat aud .Straining eye-balks, 'was 
endeavouring to raise a mob against me, 
in London, 1 was in a farm yard in Berk¬ 
shire, taking and noting do^n the dimen¬ 
sions of a sheep-crib. * 

,Sufibr me, now, by way of conclusion, 
to notice, in as brief a manner as possible, 
a few more facts, relating U> this subject 
of the Jubilee, which 1 look upon as being 
of very great political importance, it hav¬ 
ing, uncyiestionably, been iutemled (by 
those who set it on fyotj to answer the 
double purpose of diverting the'minds of 
the public from the terrible calamities and 
disgrace in Holland and Sjiain, and, as I 
'■before ob.served, to revive, or excite, a 
set of popular feelings, ealculated to coun¬ 
teract the pojmtar fi-elings, which have been 
excited by recent cxpejsui es, and by the busy 
and increasing M'filbi’Elli:), to which those 
exposures have led. The thing was not 
badly imagined. The inventor is entitled 
to some [liaise for his cunning; for that 
low cunning, which it was quite happy to 
select for ilie occasion. But, for all this, 
the thing has failed as to both ittk^objects ; 
nor, is pt necessary for me to say, that it 

is now too late for any such scheme.- 

Of the ft ts, which it is right, that the 
world should know, and that we should 
renieniber, the. following are a few only ; 

namely ;-That, in .several of the 

churches, the old battered song of “ Gods- 
save-thc-king” was sung, and, particular 
public mention is made ofiliis having been 
done in the clinrch at Bi iglitlielmstpne; 
which i’Uts one in mind of a saying of 
John \Vtsicy, who, yvlion he set one oi' his 
hyi;i.ns to the tune ol a jovial song, observ¬ 
ed, that be did not see why (he Devil 
siiotiid havw all the pretty tunes to liim- 

self;-JThat the iiinmiiiation in London, 

though a dreutbed rabbled paraded most 
of the large .streets, w.ia not u ouartcr part 
, so general, or so bright, as upon atiy^ com- 
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TOon occasion of a naval victory, a fact 
very much to the honour of the people 
of the metropolis;-That very few peo¬ 

ple illuminated at all, any farther than to 
guard against stones and brick bats from 
the belly-fillcd rabble; and, that, in fact, 
the illumination, as far as foofl-U/'j/l went, 
appears to have been confined to the £asi- 
India House, the Bunk of Tlueadneedle 
Street, the Post-Office, and the several 
great Houses of Taxation, the Public Offices 
in White Hall and Downing Street, the se¬ 
veral tXfices of the Salaried Magistrates and 1 
Thief-lakers, the Gumbling Houses,xht HuMck 
Medicine Shops, and certain other Houses of 
resort, which I do not,think it necessary 

more particularly to [)oint out;-That, 

in the country, not a soul, except those, 
who, in one way or another, live upon the 
public, made the smallest stir; liul, that the 
belly-filled rabble were where in 

high spirits, ami, at Wiiic^ier in parti¬ 
cular, seemed extremely to his 

Majesty for liaving lived enough to 

occasion them one hearty imitl in their 

livos.-transparencies' at a piace 

called “ The Yellow Fever llenMly Wure- | 

“house” exhibited the fallowing:- 

Besides the Star and Anchor^ (which are 
usually illuminated on days of rejoicing), 

" the letters C. R. displayed by an iiii- 
“ raensc r-umber of variegated lamps, and 
“ a very beautiful Trausparency, in^ho 
" ceulre of which was a Portrait of his 
" Majesty, surfonuded by Hearts, in each 
“ of which was writWii Joy; aud in other 
“ parts ol* the Tiausparency was written 
“ (in lettere of gold) The Fiftieth Year of 
“ the Reign of George the Third—a real 
“ Patriot —the best of Kings —and the only 

“ rirtuoiis Sovereign in Europe. -Every 

“ Heart is filled with joy, for thy long 

“Reign, OKing!”-That w'ds pretty 

well, I think, for a veader of quack-medi¬ 
cines; but he was surpassed by one of 
the venal poetasters, who expressed him¬ 
self thus: 

“ 'I'lie Sail rules tlic. day—tluiMoDii rales lUc ivi;dit, 

“ TUe Iving rules Ihc Land— by ihs very same rhybl; 

“ Jlis? lawful siiroession—-jiist Heaven will secure, 

“ As lorif; as llie Sim and tlie Mnoii shall endure.” 
The Morning Chronicle gives this, as a- 
speciaicn of the adulation and of the Mas- 
phemy of the day ; and, as such, I preserve 
it.—^—Ail the swarm of dependents in and 
about Eew and Windsor seem to have put 
themselves in motion. It is .said, that 
their hearts overflowed with,/oy«//y and 
“ love” I wish you or 1*could have oeer- 
hcard their conversation xx^ovx the subject, 


t^hen they got into their hed-cliambers at 
night; we ^should then have been able to 
ascavtain to a nicety what islhe real meiiJi- 
ing of the words “ loyally and love.”—— 
The conduct of the news-papers upon this 
occasion ought to be noticed. Most of 
them made aukvvard attempts to disguise 
the real feelings of llic Editors ; but, the 
Statesman (an evening paper which every 
friend of the country ought to encourage) 
spoke out; its columns were full of excel¬ 
lent matter, such as, if hypocrisy were not 
always backed by impenetrable iiupoT 

deuce, must have put it to the hfush.-- 

The good vvliich w ill grow out' of this 
thing is not easily to be calculated. It has . 
provoked many per.sfms to do wiia'.. they 
never would Inivc tiiouglu of, n'-unely, re- ’ 
vert to the several acts of llu-; long reign ; 
it has revived fluratog i, York 'i'nwn, tiie 
Fielder,and all the 1>. c-xpLibs ; 
it has called upon us f 'ad a ;-;, and ba.s, m 
.some sort, compelled u.s lod!seu.- ;,wiiat we 
never should have llioiiglit id' tii:5au.'ising, 
t!;o!Tgh, 1 must confess, we ought, net to 
have w^JUted any such ajutr ; ii will epe- 
raic as most otlier feasts do, that is to say, 
it will leave u hcad-uche for (hose wlto were 
concerned in it. They have made the 
king’s reign a .subjact ior rejoicing; we, 
say that it has been a most mifortnnate 
reign ; iheieupon they accuse us of being 
traitors; thereupon wij nm.sl show, that 
what we say is true; their drunken-bout is 
over ; it is now- our turn to be heard, 
when they have, no longer purchased shouts 
w herewith to drown our voices ; and, be¬ 
fore w-e have don^ it shall go hard but we 
will make their Jidiiiee turn to Stood ac¬ 
count, For iny own part, I have already 
turned it to one most valuable purpose, 
w'hich is to avail myself of this dcca.siou 
publicly to declare, that I am, w iih great 
respect, and sincere reg.ird. 

Your faidiful. 

And most obedient servant, 

W«. COEBEIT’. 

Bolky, Thursday, 2 Nov. I; QP. 

P. S. Pray read the letter, below, re¬ 
specting the Bhic Ribbon scheme at l ipping. 

The Letter of “ Decios ” shall be 
noticed in my next. 


• JUBILEE. 

Sir;- —Any man who, in tlie pursuit of 
the sciepces, can contribute a new fact, is * 
considered meritorious. It lays either a 
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new, or an enlarged ground, upon which 
the philosopher may reasonit aflords 
him more extensive inCerenccs to com¬ 
bine and compare; it encieiises his anaio- 
gie8,*and is one step gfinid, in liie pro¬ 
gress after truth. I am lo submit, Mr. 
Cobbett, that political science does not 
differ. In this re.spt'ct, from the olher 
sciences; and that lie who can aid the 
prevention, or promote the di.ssipation, of 
popular de]u.sioii, by tfic comiminicalion ol 
a simple fact, is equally meritorious. Were 
this principle universally acted upon, 1 do 
not know chat you would stand so pre-emi¬ 
nent as you do ; not that your merit would 
be less; but the utility of your labours 

would probably not be so great.-At 

the moment I am writing, it is afflicting to 
consider the system ot influence which 
is operating around us on every side, to 

f iroduce the meanest political deception. 
I would be scarcely credible to many 
well disposed ]>crs(ins in lhi.s kingdom, 
svho judge of the freedom of twelve mil¬ 
lions of people, by a row at a theatre, or 
a brawl at an election, to form a just esti¬ 
mate of the silent system of coeVcion, 
that exists in this country, and which on 
Occasions like the present is enforced and 
• executed, through all classes of the peo¬ 
ple. These secret workings of political 
power are dangerous in proportion as they 
are .secret. The .ini.sforiune is, that the 
mischief can only be known, when it is 
too late to repair the ruin which it has 
produced. It is idle to boast of the liber¬ 
ty of that people, who are constrained by 
oppressive influence to cxprc.ss .senti¬ 
ments iTiey do not possess, or if they do 
possess them, to compel them to wear 
insignia of such .sentiments, against the 
dictates of their own judgment, in viola¬ 
tion of the liberty of opinion, and in de¬ 
gradation of their mental inde|x:iulence. 
if I understand what liberty is, I should 
think watli Montesquieu, that it consisted 
in the free exercise of individual opinion, so 
far as it ivas not constrained by the laws; 
laws 1 mean framed upon llie sacrifice of 
that,,p«rtion only of tlie freedom of. each, 
which is absolutely necessary*for the good 
of the whole. But where is the liberty ftf 
that class of the subjects of this* realm, 
who are obliged under the heaviest penttl- 
tics, the penalty of the imputation of dis¬ 
affection, the penalty of the loss of do¬ 
mestic peace, and of being deprived of 
the common enjoyments of good neigh¬ 
bourhood, to wear a Royal Blue Ribbon 
in their hats, at the dictation of a man. 


who is perhaps cringing for a title, and 
who is kindling animosity among his ma¬ 
jesty’s sulijecls, that he may probably en¬ 
joy a portion of their taxes.-Impress¬ 

ed with lhes,e. idea.s, 1 beg to submit to 
your notice, a fact, which I select, be;- 
cause 1 am prepared to authenticate it. 
The late Chelnnsford meeting regarding 
Colonel VVardle, must be frfish in your re¬ 
collection; and you cannot fail lo bear in 
mind, that Jolin Conyers of Copthall near 
lipping in the county of Essex, esq. (for 
1 thinic with you all these gentlemen 
should liave their full addition) was ex¬ 
tremely active in favour of bi.s majesty’s 
government, on tfeat occa-siun. In fact. 
Sir, he displayed so much loyalty, at 
Chelmsfont, tliatit was the opinion of most 
men, that his majesty’s muiisters had not 
as usual done their duty„ ih not recom¬ 
mending hi.s majesty, to include the name 
of Mr. Conyers ill the la.si most respect¬ 
able batch of baronets. Not, Sir, that I 
imagine such a reward woulH at all ope¬ 
rate on Mr. Conyers’.s mind ; the motives 
which actuate him are no doubt founded 
in, and originate out of, pure unalloyed 

and unadulterated loyalty.-In the 

exuberance of this loyalty, Mr. Cobbett, 
Mr. Conyers, (and every good Englishman 
^must thank him), addres.sed a l.a;tter some 
days ago, to the leading .solicitors, in the 
toupt of E])ping, on the subject of the 
en,suing Jubilee, in which is the following 
passage. I inspected the Letter in ques¬ 
tion, and after leading the following sen¬ 
tence several time.s, I immediately reduced 
it into writing, therefore though I may not 
be literally correct 1 can vouch for its 
being substantially so : 

I much wish that on the 25fli instant 
“ all the inhabitants of Epping, both men 
“ and \voriien, wiho are friends to the 
“king and government, should appear 
“ ill Royal Blue Cockades. This measure, 
“ if I am not mistaken, will tend to pro- 
“ duce .some curious discoveries. 

“Yours, &C. JUUN CONYEBS.” 

“ N. B. Let the Milliner be prepared 
“ with plenty of ‘Blue Ribbons.” 

« 

I shall make no further observations on 
thi.s proceeding; I have given you the text, 
the commentary (if any is required) is best 
in your habds. 1 remain, 

. Yours, &c. 

• D-R—WL -— 

Gray’s Inn Place, Oct. 24iA, 1 BOO. 


6 
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“ Oh ! 'th A4 i>ay of Jubilee.” 

Tom Thumb. 

Si* ; Accident placed in my hands your 
observations upon the Jubilee, and though 
in an humble situation myself, I greatly 
admire the principles upon which you 
withheld your subscription. The Parish 
in which 1 live made a noble collection 
to feed and to feast the poor on that me¬ 
morable day the 25th instant. The pa¬ 
rish oTficers, whose province it was to 
make the distribution, being men of afflu¬ 
ence and discretion, and well knowing 
the imperfections of human nature, and 
the great danger that is to be apprehended 
from hungry half-starved families eating 
to excess, took the wise preventive mea¬ 
sure of restraint in the midst of plenty, 
and, to prevent discord, gave to each poor 
family (who chose to accept it) small 
and great, two shillings and a tjuartern 
loaf; leaving the surplus of the collec¬ 
tion to be accounted for at a future day. 
I must here remark that, setting aside the 
feasting on that joyful occasion, you do 
not appear to me to be aware of the great 
utility which the Jubilee afforded to me, 
and to thousands more who bad no heart 
to feast, but nuieh more disposed to fast. 
I am one of those oppressed beings called 
a householder, though, by-tbe-bye, my 
necessity liath constrained me to act with 
that prudence and civility to sechule both 
myself and family from every part of the 
house except the ground floor. .Some 
weeks back I received from the collector 
a printed notfee, that unless my half year’s 
assessed tax, hi., due the 20ili of Septem¬ 
ber, was paid by the, 10th of October, my 
goods would on that day be sold to make 
good the Slip). As I knew I might as well 

attempt to raise the D-1 as the money 

against the time, I looked on my small 
portion of this world’s good in a state of 
requisition, or rather similar to a man 
under sentence of death, and who only 
awaits the signing the warrant to receive 
execution. My household properly hath 
withstood the gripe of the king’s and pa¬ 
rish officers near forty years, hut being, 
like myself, worse for wear, and carrying 
with them also strong marks of antiquity,* 
I am led to imagine that tny whole pro¬ 
perty will but barely pay the tax and 
the expeivce of seizure. But however. 
Sir, a respite is granted for a tew days ; a 
few nights more to indulge myself with a 
bed ; thanks to the Jubilee, at seizure is not 
yet made. The commissioners and other 
great men, whose goodness and humanity 


is not to be equalled, conscious that the 
immediate distress of so many thousands 
would ill accord with so rare a festival, 
have delayed putting the stern decree 
into execution until after the Jubilee. 
Peitnit me now to observe, from what I 
have advanced, that if the total loss of 
my little property was for the real good 
of my country, that consoling reflection 
would soften every plank of my floor 
(upon which I shortly must extend my 
weary limbs) into a downy pillow, from 
the pleasing hope that my children, 
grand-children, or rising generation^ would 
ultimately enjoy the benefit. But, is it so? 
No, Sir, you know it is not. It is io answer 
the craving demands of the sons and 
daughters of luxury, avarice, and dissipa¬ 
tion; the thoughts of which will turn 
every hoard of my deal couch into a 
holly-bush. Tbutm in Obscurity. 

Black Friars, Oct. 28, 1S09. 


JACOBIN OUINEAS. 

Sir; —Whatever symptoms of intemper¬ 
ance may have introduced themselves into 
the discussion of the several articles that 
have appeared in your Register under the 
title of “ Jacobin (wiiineas,” I cannot sup¬ 
pose that on the present, any more than 
(jii any* other occasion, you can have any 
wish that your arguments should pass for 
more, than when tried bythe test of rea¬ 
son, they were found to be worth. Enter¬ 
taining this persuasion 1 am encouraged to 
offer, for iii-ertion in your Register, the 
following observations on the articles in 
question, thinking with you, that it isjn it¬ 
self a.suhje.ct of very considerable import¬ 
ance, and moreover that its importance has 
been materially increased by the misdirec¬ 
tion, as it appears to me, the great mass of 
|iublii: mind that is influenced by your work, 
has been receiving—The subject is in 
itself of a perfectly grave description; 
it involves neither party nor personal con¬ 
siderations, the fair discussion of it can 
therefore in no degree be aided by a^pealf 
to the passions and prejudices of the pub¬ 
lic. It is always suspicions when a man 
lugs^in, by way of helping out his argu¬ 
ments, almsive unmeaning epithets: it is 
peculiarly suspicious when this is found to 
be the case on a subject not of a nature to 
stir up the angry.passions. It convinces 
the reader that the writer is angry, not 
that his arguments are well founded. 
What can^be meant by saying *' 1 see 
“ nothing horrible in the anrahilanon of a 
“ nasty, dirty, debased, currency, printed like 
* 
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« shopi^lt^k, 6t every earner qf every totm" 
[Kegister xvi. 5;J2.] The mere quoting 
a passage of tWs deserrption, is of itaeif suf¬ 
ficient to shew how totally incapable such 
a raodc of reasoning if so it may be called, 
is of affording any real instruction ; at 
least if there be those that are convinced 
by it, they can scarcely be worth undeceiv¬ 
ing, If the object be to lead into the same 
way of thinking as yourself any other than 
the mere rabble; by any such helps as 
these, I cannot but think your vievKs, in 
this respect, will be defeated, not promoted. 
—What is complained of is simply this— 
Tfte Bank of England, having been 
exompted Ity the legislature from the obli¬ 
gation of exchanging their notes forspecie, 
have possessed, and exercised, the power 
of issuing these notes in an excessive 
quantity. Two evil consequences have, as 
is alledgcd, thtis been produced, I. A rise 
in tlic prices of comvirodities in general; 
a. The expulsion of gold as a part of the 
circulating mediutn. The remedy pro¬ 
posed is tite repeal of the Bank-Hestriclion 
act, by w’lTch it is (tvoivedli/ hoped that a 
great inas^s of gold will imaiediately flow 
inlet the country, and displace the paper 
that is now in circulation, and (lis;;uisedly 
hoped that the government will thus bfc 
eflbctually and permanently disabt?d IVora 
paying the dividends due to its creditors, 
.and chat thus “the national debt will at 
onco become c vtinguished.—Admitting, 
that guineas now bear a piemiinn, that is, 
shai twenty guineas cannot now be pro¬ 
cured but for .1 greater sum than one and 
twenty pounds in Bank of England notes, 
this is not of itself suflicient to prove that 
guineacompared with Bank notes, are 
ni.w, in a stale of depreciation. There vsr;; 
other and tcnqiorary causes, perfectly ade¬ 
quate to account for the effect tiiat iias 
thus been produced. Among these causes 
the principal one i«, the expedition that 
has lately been sent to the neigiibouring 
coast. Cluineas being the only medium 
that (ftukl there be employed in the way 
of exchange for other commodities, it be¬ 
came an object with ev.ery 'individual 
engaged in tiiat expedition, to take with 
him, in thjs shape, wh atever money he 
might conceive himself likely to have 
occasion for. Considering the great nbinber 
of persons employed on this expedition, 
tlvence the large sums for which, in this 
ahai>e, a demand would tlius come to He 
created, conibinedwith the comparatively 
small quantity of coin of this 'species that 
was at the time in question in circulation, ; 


this alone, without searching for ether and 
remoter causes, appears very satisfactorily 
' to account for a greater sum than their 
nominal value in Bank notes beiu.g paid, 
in many instances, for the procurement of 
guineas. Upon no occasion has it been 
so much as attempted to be shewn, that for 
any other purpose than that of exporta*- 
tion, a premium has been*paid for guineas. 
Did you yourself. Sir, for your own use, 
and to be ymployed in this country, ever 
actually buy, or ever think of buying, 
at a premium, guineas with Bank notes r 
Or did you ever hear of any body else that 
has so done ? The truth is, that this doc¬ 
trine, as to a peiyiianent and steady depre¬ 
ciation having been sutlercd in the case of 
Bank notes, greater than has been suflered 
in the case of guineas, having been found 
untenable, seems novy to be aba.idoned.— 
What, liovvevcr, is certain is, by wiiatever 
causes it may have been p.-oduced, that 
vvilhia those Iasi hundred j^ears, a con- 
riilerable and gradual, tliougli lately ac- 
eelerating, advance in the price of com- 
triodiiies in general has taken placo;. That 
this is ascribablo, in a groat intsism o, to the 
ciroua.stance of paper having Ineoiiie a 
part of tlnr circolaiing incdium of thi-: 
eoumry, is cr|iuilly ineoiitestalde. Thi?. 
liovvevei’, is far IVoin being the only, cause. 
From llie searching nature of money, so 
long as any intercourse is caii ied on In;- 
tween the .several European nations, an in¬ 
crease in the quantity of cmrieiicy, in what¬ 
ever shape it may exhibit itself wliether 
it be composed of the precieu.s metals or 
of paper, in one country, will produce a 
correspoiuliug increase in the circulating 
medium, tlumc-o an increase of prices, in 
every oihcr nation with which it may 
directly, or through the mciflum of any 
otliei* country, have comitninication. Thus 
Spain, by the quantity of bullion that it 
^ has imported from Snulh America, has been 
the iliean.s of increasing tlie prices of com- 
riioditk'-s in all other European countries, 
to say Mottling of non-European countries. 
—An increase made to the quantity of 
hard inocev In one country, from its in¬ 
trinsic vuiue serving as a medium of ex- 
.ciniiige equally in all European st.ate.s, 
would produce moro uniformly in all other 
counliies the eflcct of equalizing prices, 
than would an increase, tp the same 
amount, made in the shape of paper money- 
No F.urcqjean co nitry, posac£.sing any cir- 
cuhuiii'g mc4ima in the shape of paper 
currency, however gr. at might be the in¬ 
crement made to the hard cash circu- 
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lating in'any one country, by the tendency 
that money has to find its own level, all 
other countries, with a celerity proportion¬ 
ed to the intercourse carried on with the 
counti'y that first received this increment, 
would t'eel the effects of it. The effect being 
thus generally diffused, commodities in ail 
countries would experience an increase of 
price; the rise,’after a while, not being 
greater in the country first receiving the 
money than in any other. A similar effect 
is produced when the circulating medium 
of ail European countries consisting partly 
of paper, partly of.the precious metals, an 
increase in an}’ one is made to the quan¬ 
tity of paper currency. Our own country 
affords an illustration of this process. By 
the increased quantity of our paper circu¬ 
lation, the guinea^) have been expelled from 
this, and have found their way into foreign 
countries, where they have contributed 
to cause a rise of prices in those countries, 
as the paper money has caused a rise of 
prices here. An analogous effect is pro¬ 
duced in this country by an addition made 
to the quantity of paper money iii any 
other country : we receive their hard 
money/which contrihutes to produce a rise 
of prices in this country, they retain their 
paper, which contributes to produce a cor¬ 
responding rise of prices in the country in 
which it was issued. By fresh issues of 
paper money, however, any one European 
country, having an uninterrupted inter¬ 
course with iieighbourin" states, and while 
retaining as a part of its circulating 
medium a quantity of the precious metals, 
may accuinuiale within itselft a circu¬ 
lating medium far greater in proportion 
than what is possessed by the neiglibouriiig 
states. Jf it were not so, tlie prices of 
commodities, except in so far as infliupiced 
by taxes, would be the same, or very 
nearly the same, in every country in Eu¬ 
rope ; tb(' contrary of wiiich is miiver- 
salty known to be the fact. To explain 
the C"ises of this ar erration I’roin iJte si> 
universally acknowledged proj'rnsifv in 
money tofintl its own t; v;d, wouisl require 
far moie space ihan could jjossibly be af¬ 
forded for it in voiir r.-—If what is 

said above be iria;, 1 see not bow those' 
who regard the rise <d’|)rlo. s as an evil, 
can, with any eonsisu iicy, e rinplainof the 
e.xpid-ion of gohl from the country as )ii- 
creasing that evd. Tha retaining it here 
under the present circumstances, were 
tliat possible, not b.vvi’ag tlit^ smallest ten¬ 
dency le prevent iiesh issues of |)aper- 
money, would, by so much as it added to 


the amount of the money in circulation, 
help to increase, not to diminish the evil. 
If displaced froth the circulationi by les¬ 
sening the quantity of the circulating me- 
dtum, it palliates the evil producible 15}r‘ 
fresh issues of paper-money. You, Sir, 
too, appear to be peculiarly estopped 
from complaining of this expulsion of 
gold as a grievance: in the present state 
of our relations with the rest of Europe, it 
helps materially to obstruct the carrying 
on that foreign commerce that is so perni¬ 
cious to this country, so profitable to 
others.—That of late years a cqnsiflerable 
increase has taken place in the price of 
commodities, attribulable, in a far greater 
degree tlian to any other t;ause, to an in¬ 
crease in the quantity of circulating paper, 
and that this increase is productive of very 
disastrous results, is i>erfecUy obvious. 
Wliat, however, is equally olivious is, that 
as a producer oi' tliis evil, the Bank of 
England, tlKmgli standing most conspicu- 
ou.s, dots not stand alone.—Wiiaiover ad¬ 
dition may come to be made to the mass 
of iiiq)er-ihc.ncy in any given counlry, of 
whatever materials that addition may be 
composed, whether of metal or of paper, 
and whatever may be the nature of the 
paper, so long as it passes from h.ind to 
band fot its nominal value, while the ori¬ 
ginal mass, and the incn inent thus made, 
reiiiain in the country, the t-ilect produced 
upon the price.s of cominodhies will be 
precisely the same. Thus, whether the 
addition be m ade in the shape of Bank of 
England or of country bank paper, a cor- 
rc.spcndi/ig rise of prices, proportioned to 
the amount of the i.ssue, and without any 
regard to the source whence it proceeds, 
will immediately take 'place. As toithe 
exact amount of the country bank notes in 
cii ctdution, 1 liavt no materials for form¬ 
ing any > on> Cjjtion : it certainly falls 
iiiarerialiy slii'n of the aniouni nl Bank 
of England notes. M itat however is cer¬ 
tain is, that if ii is m l greater, .we owe it 
to no'hiiig less than.to any forbearance, or 
legat'd ;o the public welfare, on the partof 
the deacrqition of per.sens in question. A 
ciicimiSfauce that show.s that, (.n the part 
of till' Bauk, there can have been n.i such 
exarhilant. and excessive is:nie of their 
notes, as appears to have been imagined, 
is the very existence of these country bank 
notes. Thi principal means l>y which the 
Bank of England, -ds well as tiie country 
banks, introduce their nobs into circula- 
iation, sby granting loans, and discounting 
bills, whitm is nearly the same thing under 
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another name. Besides the advantage that 
it derives from the being a Bank of'deposit, 
an advantage peculiar to itself in contra¬ 
distinction to the country banks, working 
on>a more extensiv® scale, the Bank of 
England could afford to work for smaller 
profits than the country banks, and might 
thus probably, were it not for the advan¬ 
tage possessed by the country banks in re¬ 
spect of their locality, engross the whole 
business of this description that is trans¬ 
acted in the country. How it has hap¬ 
pened that with these obvious advantages, 
th is result has not been more nearly or alto¬ 
gether produced, it is foreign to the |)resent 
purpose to enquire. What, however, these 
considerations shew is this, that if the 
conductors of the Bardc of England are 
just objects of our abhorrence, the con¬ 
ductors of the country banks are not less 
so.—A notion that aj)pear8 very gene¬ 
rally to have seized men’s inind.s is, that 
there is a sort of identity between the go¬ 
vernment and the JJank of England, and 
that they are together carry ing on a joint 
concern, by which they are the profilers, 
the public the losers. Nothing can be 
more shallow or mistaken than this idea. 
Need it really’ he said, then, that the Bank 
IJirectors and the king's ministers are a per¬ 
fectly distinct set of persons } That no 
man ever united these two functions 
in himself? It seems to be supposed that 
the Bank is receiving every year out of the 
public taxes outrageously large .sums of 
tlie public money : but tor what purpose 
paid, or out of what fund it comes, the re¬ 
tention of the persuasion .seems much too 
delightful to allovv the broachers ’of such 
notions to slop for a moment to consider. 
The public accounts, shew precisely what 
is the amount of the sums that the Bank re¬ 
ceives yearly from government. But per¬ 
haps it may be supposed that over and 
above the sum to winch the interest, thus 
avowedly paid, corresponds, the Bank Di¬ 
rectors [)ut into the hands of ministers, 
when called for, any quantity of this their 
paper-money, and that, when thus pos- 
8es.sed of it, ministers employ it in paying 
ihe public creditors. Yes; th'w notion 
really is entierta'med, and here we haife a 
gentleman stating himself as entertaining 
It. Hear your correspondent, Mrf Ber¬ 
nard (Register,'vol. xvi. 537.) “When new 
" loans and fresh taxes were required to 
“ carry on the war, it became necessary on 
" every additional loan and tax to coin 
" and issue annually, a certain number of 
•• new’ Bank notes, to the amount of the in- 


" terest on the loan, or money borrowed; 
" and .so, each succeeding year, as more 
" money was wanting, the Bank-notes 
" progressively encreased and accurno- 
" lated.” Really, if what this gentleman 
says be correct, the amount of paper in 
circulation would be considerable indeed ! 
Why, it wcmld be at least equal to the 
amount of all the debt 'created, and all 
the taxes imposed since the Bank were re¬ 
strained from exchanging their notes for 
specie. It is inconceivable that any. man 
that can count his fingers should fall into 
such gross errors.—The truth is, the Bank 
of England derives no advantage from 
forcing their no^s into circulation, unless 
in so far as they are paid in the shape of 
interest for making a fresh i.ssue, with the 
prospect of receiving, at “some future pe¬ 
riod, an equivalent iq nidiiey. The Bank 
Directors might unquestionably, so long 
as the Restriction act remains unrepealed, 
without siiflering any considerafile pre¬ 
sent loss, manufactuie, alid hand over to 
the government, a quantity of their notes: 
l)ut ministers have no motive for the ask¬ 
ing such an advance, nor, if they had, have 
the Bank Directors for complying with it. 
On the contrary, a certain loss would thus 
be incurred. Each Bank Director being 
as much one of the public as any other 
individual, he would suller in common 
with the rest of the community by the rise 
of prices that would thus be.produced, and 
moreover, the concern in general upon the 
repeal of the Bank Restriction act, when¬ 
ever that event may take pla«e, would be 
subjected to the obligation of exchanging 
these notes, as others, for specie.—When 
painful emotions have been excited in the 
human bo.som, as in the present instance by 
the distress occasioned by the pressure of 
the public taxes, it is a sort of relicfto give 
vent to the unpleasant sensations that are 
thus experienced. On this occasion, the 
Bank Directors have been pitched upon, 
as the most appropriate objects for bearing 
the public odium, and, with the view/)f 
giving colour to this imputation, it is at¬ 
tempted to be shewn that they alone are 
the public creditors, and that all the cost 
that they have incurred to entitle them to re¬ 
ceive, and put into their own pockets, all 
the money that is now paid for the interest 
of the debt, has been .simply the expence 
of manufacturing their notes. Or at least 
if this is hot supposed, what is supposed is, 
that updn theePayment of every quarter’s 
dividend by tne Bank, > a fresh mass of 
notes, equal to the amount of the dividend. 
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is issued, and that by so much the 
Bank Directors profit. This appears ex¬ 
tremely absurd when stated; but such, or 
something analogous, must be the notions 
of those who thus lustily deal out their 
invectives against the Bank Directors.— 
The operation that is thus attempted to be 
confounded is in itself extremely simple 
and intelligible. Whatever is paid to the 
public creditors as intere-st upon the loan, 
has first been raised upon the people in the 
shape of taxes. Upon this occasion the 
Bank is the mere agent of government. 
It first receives the money from govern¬ 
ment, then pays it away for government: 
just as a private London* banker, having 
received from a private individual, a mass 
of money in deposit, pays it away in de¬ 
tail to his order ^ in tlie one case the re¬ 
ceipt for the dividend being the voucher, 
in the other case the draft.—It is said, 
that the public creditors would be no 
luflei’ers, by government ceasing at once 
to pay their dividends. This appears to 
be an assertion so extravagant, and so ex¬ 
clusively dictated by blind passion, that I 
cannot think it will be persisted in, after 
any thfe smallest consideration. Besides, 
Sir, you yourself, in almost the same 
breath in which the assertion i.s made, 
depict in the strongest terms, the suffer¬ 
ing that would thus be produced. [Regis¬ 
ter, v. xvi. p. 531.] A man losing half liis 
income, no words can paint the indigna¬ 
tion felt, at the folly of his exposing him¬ 
self to this suffering : losing the whole of 
it, he is not to be pitied, nor is he any suf¬ 
ferer. The Bank Directors are in 5 mur 
view of the matter a very wicked set of 
people, and have done, and are now 
doing, very serious mischief to the coun¬ 
try- But, how would you have .them 
treated for this their evil-doing } Let the 
result you are invoking lake effect, you re¬ 
ward, not punish them. Perhaps, as was 
done in Ireland, by way of taking revenge 
upon these blood-suckers for their mi.s- 
deeds, you would joyfully join in collect¬ 
ing together a mass of these nasty dirty 
ill-looking bits of paper, and set fire to 
them, provided you yourself were not 
called upon, to contribute any thing to-* 
Wards the formation of the pile, 'i'liis 
really is a most notable and effectual 
contrivance for relieving the poor dis¬ 
tressed and oppressed people ok’ this af¬ 
flicted country. Would you, S?if, pray 
let me ask you, find yourseff very great¬ 
ly punished or impoverished, if, after hav¬ 
ing issued a ii\jmber of bills, the amount 
of wlu 9 b, at some subsequent period, 


you thus imposed on yourself the obliga^ 
tion of paying in money, or money’s 
worth, the holders of those bills should 
unaccountably take it into their beads to 
destroy them ? Or would the holders of 
those bills, having paid, and expecting 
again to receive, valuable consideration 
for them, be greatly enriched by any such 
operation ? Do pray. Sir, take a one hun¬ 
dred pound Bank of Kngialid note inyoor 
hand, that you may have received in 
exchange for a hundred pounds worth of 
wheat, and ask yourself whether, if that 
note were at once to lose its excharfgeable 
value, you would not be in precisely the 
same condition as if your wheat had been 
burnt, or by any other means destroyed. 
Did it never happen to you to hear. Sir,that 
great distress was occasionally produced 
by the failure of country bunkers ? But 
perhaps you may be prepared to shew 
that all this suffering is not real, but 
purely imaginary, and that what people 
tiiiis mistake for loss is a real gain to them. 
If this l>e so. Sir, and I really see not 
how with hny consistency you can think 
otherwise, the stating on this subject your 
ideas to the public appears to press upon 
you with peculiar emphasis, since it 
would teach those that were persuaded by 
your ar'guments, to sec advantages, when 
before nothing was visible but distress. 
W’hat is expected from you, then, is this : 
to shew that a given individual, you 
yourself for example, being possessed of 
1,000/. worth of the notes of a country 
bank, for which you had paid a valuable 
consideration, and that bank happening to 
fail, without leaving any assets, you would 
not be any the poorer by that 1,000/. 
worth of notes ceasing at once to be ofwny 
value. What, it is hoped, will not escape 
your penetration is, that by mere transfer¬ 
ence, of property, the nation at large is no 
gainer. It is i|uite clear that there arc 
many persons that would be gainers by the 
destruction of the paper currency of the 
country ; hut the gainers heal* no propoi'- 
tion to the losers : they are not perhaps 
as one in a hundred thousand.—As to the 
rtiiifdy proposed, or rather the leaving 
the evil to cure itself^ it seems not in the 
smallest degree calculated to produce 
any such efiect, as that which appears to 
be expected from it. It is asserted that 
the gold coin, if it has not already all of 
it quilted the country, yet, from the ra¬ 
pidity with (Which it disappears, there will 
very shortly be none of it remainipg. 
The return of this gold coin is the thing 
ficsired. No such eilect as this seems. 
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however, likely to be produced, though 
double or , treble the quantity of Bank 
tootes, that are now in circalation, were 
issued, and consequently prices double 
or treble beyond what they are at pre¬ 
sent. Besides, Sir, though the disorder 
were thus capable of being cured, the 
process would be an extremely gradual 
one, and the mass of suffering produced 
proportionably grctit. Neitlier the Bank 
of England, nor country banks, have the 
power of introducing tlicir notes into cir¬ 
culation, but iit proportion as a deinapd 
is made for them by individuals. Nobodj', 
you least ol all. Sir, will accuse the Bank 
of England, or the country bankers, of 
not seizing every such opportunity of 
giving currency to their notes : this is 
among the ctjniplaints against riiciii: we 
now see the amount of the ellect that 
has thus been produced, and the time 
that has been taken to produce it. The 
restriction on the Bank took place in the 
latter end of the year J 796, or beginning 
of 1797. The issues cannot be expected 
to be more rapid hereafter,'than they 
were in the interval between that period, 
and the present. Tliey will be less rapid ; 
and that from two causes; 1. The stagna¬ 
tion of commerce, and transactions in 
general, thence a diminution of the nunibtr 
of occasions, on which the disc ounting of! 
bills has heretofore been required ; 4'. | 
The discounting of bills by individuals, j 
this they will be enabled to do, by the | 
quantity of capital that will have been j 
thrown out of employmcjit. We see then, | 
JSir,*how long we should have to wait 'for j 
the relief in question, did it really con¬ 
tribute to produce the desired efleef.—So 
incvwrigibly dull has the public hitherto, 
been, tlcat though the proct.ss is obwous 
enough, and easily traceable, they have 
never yet been able to comprehend, how 
it has happened that guineas have di.sap- 
peared as paper money has increased. 
A fifnh mode of reasoning is necessary 
to make itlntelligible to them. Here wc 
have it (Register, xvi, 52'1). “ They” 
[Guineas] " will not stay tq circulate 
“ amcwigst so much dirl'y, ill-lotJcing, 
« worthless paper.” Now, this is probably 
designed as a fair, legitimate, persuasive, 
coBviaciiig inode of argument. It speaks 
to the senses^ and is 'intelligible to the 
meanest capacity. Guineas are endowed 
with feeling : they feel the passions of 
aversion and kwe, they love England, 

' bat their hatred to paper is greater than 
their affection to their country: they 
hherafove qml iheir country, when 


posed to the contamination of paperre¬ 
turn to it when jhe paper has vanished. 
1 am afraid, however. Sir, that to ensure 
the return of these sensitive guineas, we 
must have something more substantial to 
ofler in exchange for them, than the mere 
absence of the objects of their aversion. 
To those, who possess tljem, w« must pay 
an equivalent for their return. And how 
is this to be ellected in the present littli; 
less than annihilated state of our commerce 
with the Continent ? If we get them 
back, it must be by commerce that it will, 
if at all, be 'acconiplished. As to tf»j 
purpose therefore, you, Sir, will scarcely 
declare that Britain is independent oi 
commerce.—This letter has already ex¬ 
tended to such a length, that 1 shall only 
add, that the conclusion, from what ha:> 
been said above, is, that the only true, 
remedy for our present calamitous con¬ 
dition, is by an act of the legislature to 
• prohibit, both on the pnrt cf the Bank oi 
England, and of country bard.'crs, the 
issuing of any fresh notes, or the reissue 
of those, that in the course of busine.s,s, 
may be returned upon them, till the num¬ 
ber in circulation has been reduced lo 
a given amount. This i.s the only sure 
and safe course of gradually prepaiin; 
tlie way for the return of guineas into tin 
circulation ; of enabling Parliament afte; 
a time, without endangering the productiou 
of some violent concussion, to repeal the 
Bank restriction act; of reducing the price’ 
of commodities to the level^they were at 
on some given anterior period, and thu’ 
alliirding relief to fixt incomists; and cl 
preventing i he ace forward any such cala¬ 
mitous cousc(|oence8 from advance oi 
prices, as those that we now l&bour unrkr. 

, I am, JSir, yours, Sec. I)£< lus. 

WEST INDIA'CUSTOM-HOUSE I'EES. 

St. rierre, Muriinupie, '2t)lh Atfg. IhC>9. 

Sik; —Among the. numerous snbjcct.s 
which require reform, there is none which 
more iinperiousK' requires the attention of 
goveinmcnt. than the exorbitant amount 
of the Fees, extorted by the Custom- 
Houses throughout the West Indies. In 
the old established Engli.sh islands, the 
Fees, which are demanded, are considera¬ 
bly more, than they are authorized byliie 
act tjf parliament to receive; but it is in 
the colonies and islands recently cap¬ 
tured, *ihat this evil has reached its full 
' extent, as file following Table of Fees 
received in the Custom-House at St. 
Pierre, (aiul authorized by Sir 'George 
Beckwith, K. B.) wilt plainly sligw :, 
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Collector. 

Gomptro’Ier 


Clerks. 

DOCKl?r OP FEES. 






DIrs. Cents. 

DIrs. Cents. 

DIrs. Cents. 

DIrs. Cents. 

Jn Vessels entering with Cargo, and clear- 





ing in Ballast; viz. (oh Island Vessels) 





Eroni 15 to .‘jO Tons ...... 

7 50 

2 50 

3 

2 50 

.80 - .55. 

10 

3 33 

4 

3 

55 - 80 .' . 

12 

4 

4 

4 

80 - 100.. . 

15 

5 

0 

4 

100 - 150 . 

18 

6 

0 

0 

150 - 200 . 

19 50 

G 50 

0 

0 

200 and upward.s. 

24 

S 

8 


)n entering Vessels with Cargo, and dear- 





ing with CTargo. 





From 15 to 20 Tons. 

ID 

3 33 

3 50 

3 

20-30 . 

15 

5 

5 

4 

30 -*55 . 

20 

l> G6 

6 

.5 

55-80 . 

24 

8 

5 

0 

SO - 100 . 

30 

10 

8 

6 

100-150 . 

38 

12 60 

12 

8 

150-200 . 

•12 

14 

12 

8 

200 and upwards. 

54 

IS 

1« 

S 

9n drawing Passes for 3 Months .... 

10 

3 33 

O 

3 

Do. for G Do. . . 

t 

20 

. 

6 GO 

0 

6 

9h Non-objection Notes. 





\jnder 100 Tons . 

o 


1 

1 

Above 100 Do. 

3 

1 

1 

I 

Dn Eurojiean and Ameriean Vessels, enter- 



• 


ing in Ballast, and clearing with Cargo. 





From 1 5 to 50 Tons. 

36 

12 

s 

6 

50-130 . 

48 

10 

12 

s 

130 - 200 . 

54 

18 

10 

12 

200 Tons and upwards .... 

72 

2.t 

I(i 

10' 

[)iUo entering and clearing with Cargo. 





E'roin 'i 5 to 50 Ton.s. 

48 

16 

8 

0 

50 - 130 . . . . 

GO 

22 . 

I‘2 

« 

1,30 - 200 . 

72 

21' 

10 

12 

200 Tons and upwards .... 

yu 

,32 

10 

IG 


On Permits and Cockels for above Vesselsj three Dollars are charged for each ; on al! 
Produce siiippcd, tiie Waiters and Searchers receive five Stivers for each Packjige or 
Box; and also, sixteen Dollars for tw^o general Manifests for an European Vessel. 


Fees on Registers. 

FVoni 20 Tons and under 


20 - 

- - 30 Tens 

30 - 

- - ■«) . 

40 - 

- - 00 . 

60 - 

- - 100 . 

100 - 

- - 150 . 

ISO - 

- - 200 . 


On licensed Boats, 

Eirst Class, or under 15 Tons . . 
Second Do. - - - - lO . . . • 
Third Dh. - - - - 5 ... • 

N. B. The Govimor’s F««s are not 



' 



9 

3 

3 


f2 

4 

3 


15 ’ 

5 

5 


18 

6 

6 


21 

7 

6 


24 

8 

7 

1 

30 

10 

8 

1 

[ 

18 

G 

6 

4 

12 

4 

4 

4 

0 

2 

' 2 

2 


(Signed) Geo. Beckwith. 
jt! in tbo above Table. 
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The Revenue which arises to the Col¬ 
lector alone of this Port, from, the above 
exorbitant Docket of Fees, is, at a very low 
estimate, worth at least twelve thousand 
guineas per annum. It is. Sir, a melan¬ 
choly reflection, that this severe tax on 
commerce and industry, does not, in the 
most remote degree, go towards increasing 
oiir resources or lightening our heavy 
burthens, but is appropriated to the sole 
benefit and use of one individual, who 
fattens on the exertions of the industriaus, 
and by the insupportable extent of his 
Fees, ifoes incalculable injury to the na¬ 
tion, by paralizing those efforts, which, if 
unshackled by the enormous weight of 
Custom-House Fees and Charges, would 
be the means of benefiting thousands of 
individuals, and of giving circulation to 
English manufactures to a surprising ex¬ 
tent, Should a iiierchant make any re¬ 
presentation as to the extravagance of the 
charges made by tlie Custom-IIousc, he is 
immediately referred to a Docket sanc¬ 
tioned by the signature and aj.'proval of 
Sir Geo. Beckwith, K. B.; and'bere, Sir, 
I cannot but observe, that I believe this to 
be a solitary instance, wliere a British 
commander in chief has, o! his own. au¬ 
thority, thought tit to supersede an act of 
the legislation ! For, although the Fees rcr 
ceived at oilier ('ustora-Houses be higher 
than those specified in the act, yet, until 
the present instance, no governor has been 
bold enough to put his hand to an illegal 
and oppressive Docket. There is. Sir, 
however, another, and a great evil, at- 
teDd 9 nt on the rapacious system of the 
English Custom-Houses, established in fo¬ 
reign colonies or islands ; it impresses the 
flatiret and others, with the belief, that 
extortion is sanctioned by our government. 
A foreign island is justly esteemed more 
lucrative to tlie governor, than an English 
one ; and if it were not so, how could St. 
Croix, St. Thomas, and Martinique, be as 
valuable governments (or perhaps more 
so) tBan Jamaica ? But I hope. Sir, 
through the medium of your Register, that 
this representation will meet the eyes of 
ministers, and that, by their measures, 
foreigners rhay be convinced, thjjt notliing 
but a want of proper information, has 
hitherto permitted the existence of abuses, 
so degrading to tho nation, and so oppres¬ 
sive to individuals. 1 remain, &c. 

Mkhcator. 


HIGH PRICE OF PROVISIONS. 
Sir}—H aving observed by the news¬ 


papers, that the Lords of Trade had grant¬ 
ed, or, were about to grant, licences to im¬ 
port corn, and stones to grind it with, front 
France, in exchange for colonial produc- 
liuns ; for trash where bread is wanted ; 
and leeling myself, as it were, involved in 
the disgrace of a measure which, in my 
estimation, at once betrays our want of 
resources to carry on the war till an ho¬ 
nourable peace is obtained, and places us 
in the ridiculous situation of claiming tlie 
dominion of the sea, and begging bread to 
enable us to bold it from the very enemy, 
who is determined to give up his share of 
that dominion only with the existence of 
the nations which he rules; I addressed 
the underneath lo their lordships, and 
sent it to a Sunday newspaper for inser¬ 
tion ; but it was returned wilhoul assign¬ 
ing any reason whatever. I allow every 
mail. Sir, to be tlie best judge of his own 
reasons for whatever he does ; and I can 
conceive many reasons w'liy the conductors 
of periodical publications, should return or 
suppress many of the articles that may be 
sent them ; but as 1 do not see the reason 
why public spirited men should not assign 
their reasons for doing so, I think I see 
very clearly that such of them as do not 
do so, take the most effectual means iti 
their power to crush public spirit and de¬ 
prive themselves of its aid, by shewing 
such unqualified marks of contempt, as 
their refusal does shew for the feelings of 
those, who may, from a sense of public 
duty, wish to add'thcir mite to the aggre¬ 
gate stock of general knowledge througli 
the medium of the press. It cannot be 
flatiory lo say. Sir, that I hold a very 
different opinion of your liberality as a 
public .spirited man ; (a public character 
Lawyers will not allow you to be) and to 
confess that such opinion has received a 
considerable degree of strength, from 
your recent publication of an article ip 
defence of Col. Wardle, which the Editor 
of the Morning Chronicle refused to in¬ 
sert, perhaps with no greater degree of re¬ 
gard to the feelings of the author and the 
duties of candour, than the Sunday paper 
has shewn in my case. Holding this opi- 
•nion of your liberality, 1 beg leave to trouble 
you with the letter in question, leaving 
you, as I did the .said paper, to apply such 
correclidns, as in your better judgment it 
may sfet^d in need of, to merit its room in 
the Pohtical Register, if it deserves your 
attention. • 

My Ixirds;—fTtis unnecessary to remind 
your lordships of the tatai consequence te 
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millions, I may say, of your fellow subjects 
which resulleil, iminediutuly us well us re¬ 
motely, from the duke of Portland’s Pro¬ 
clamation of Scarcity in 1799. Your 
lordships’ recollection of the culainilies 
of that and the succeeding year, can only 
terminate with your lives ; and the public 
can only forget ^hem, when history ceases 
to record the soup shops, accinnulalion of 
pooi s-rates, and multiplication of paupers 
which disgraced those years, and will dis¬ 
grace others for ages to come. Your lord- 
ships are also aware of the rapid strides 
which these calamities are again making 
this year, under the similar plea of a defi¬ 
cient crop; and to arre.ft their progress, 
your lordships, if report be true, have ci¬ 
ther granted or intend to grant, licencas 
to import graiti from France, provideil 
Napoleon will take colonial productions in 
exchange. It is impossible to conceal 
from him that we have sugar, coffee, and 
cotton to dispose of; but in the present 
state of his temper, power, and determina¬ 
tion, is it not the last thing that he ought 
to know, nay, is there any thing whicii 
ought not to be done, to conceal from him 
that we are in want of bread ? Concei ving 
that there is not, I beg leave to submit to 
youf lordships whether the means of de¬ 
feating the internal enemies of their coun¬ 
try, who, by advancing the price of pro¬ 
visions under the plea stated, have placed 
your lordships in the humiliating, if not 
traitorous, situation, of ^ringing for bread 
to the very jnerny whom we attempted to 
conquer by the means of famine, be not 
more immediately within the reach of 
your lordships’ power. I'he recent and 
rapid advanced price of corn must either 
be or be nift the measure of the scantiness 
of crop, to which it is ascribable. J/it be 
the measure of it, then the scarcity 
amounts to one third of last j^ear’s crop, for 
the price has’advanced, or will soon ad¬ 
vance, in that proportion to last year’s 
price. And if it be not the measure of it, 
then it is not the corn that has advanced a 
third in price, but the money that has re¬ 
treated back to two third.s of its last year’s 
exchangeable value. It is ray positive be¬ 
lief that the latter is the case, and in hold¬ 
ing that belief I am not a free agent, for 
it is forced upon me, not only by my total 
disbelief in a deficiency of one third, or 
even of one ihirlieth in this yeer’s crop; 
not only by my experiinenlai kn*)wiedge 
of the conscicrUiousness vv*lh which the 
freedom of trade allows the monied far¬ 
mer and corn-dealer to take every possi- 

SorPLEMENT to No. IH- 
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ble advantage of the consumer, but by iny 
positive recollection, that, the price of 
bread in the winter of 1799 and 1800, rose 
nearly in the proportion of 125 per cent, 
to the price of the preceding year, wlnle 
the deficiency of crop, as stated by the 
late duke of Bedford in the house of peers, 
amounted only to 25 per cent, of the pre¬ 
ceding year’s crop. ’This, my lords, is the 
strongest proof which the case will admit 
of, that the 100 per cent, difference be¬ 
tween the whole of the advance, and the 
2,5 percent, corresponding advance to the 
deficiency of crop, cannot be tracetl to any 
other cause but a corre.sponding increase 
It! Bank notes, country bank notes, Baiik 
post bills, navy bills, exchequer bills, bill# 
of e.xchanges, promissory notes, bonds, or 
any other instrument in writing, or other¬ 
wise, by whatever name it may be called, 
which absolutely or conditionally pur¬ 
chases or circulates the produce of oar in¬ 
dustry. The bank notes, both town and 
coumry, bills of exchange and promissory 
notes, part of which were issued for the 
express phrpose of withholding fi oni mar¬ 
ket arid forestalling in the market, corn, as 
well as every other article of nece.ssity or 
convcni -ncy. And if this proof be posi¬ 
tive as to I he real cause of the calamities 
»f 179!.) and ISOC), can it be less so as to 
that of the famine which again thrcalens 
ns wiih r.'/vjp shops, and tlTeir conco.nitant 
increase of paupers, in 1809? Conceiving 
that i'l is not, I must assume your lordshi| & 
to be unacquainted with the manner in 
which the dealers in corn,'anJ in every 
thing el.se, drag Bank notes and crvintry 
bank note.s into eirculaiion, to satiate their 
own insatiable avarice .at the expence of 
the consumer, with llie view of shewing, 
more distinctly, my irotionsof the pracii- 
cability' of obtaiiriiig that supply at hoin*’, 
which must be looked for in vain from 
France, while the people of lltat country 
have a recollection of our assignats, aitd 
other visionary efforts to starve them 
out of their independence as a Oration. 
When the fanners,. (I do not mean the 
hoard of Agriculture), wish to rai.se the 
priv'e, their policy is to keep back their 
produce,.and create an artificial scarcity 
in the market. But to create this scarcity 
is impracticable, without ready money to 
pay their rents, taxes, and servants’ w’ages, 
&c. &c. and, therefore, to make it prac¬ 
ticable, lh*y lotVge their own securities 
with the bankers, who greedily issue ttjeir 
paper for the sake of the interest it carries. 
Thus at their ease, they come to market 
, Y 

Vot. XVI. — Price Is. 
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with long faces and scanty samples; and 
the dealer, alive to the prospects of ad¬ 
vanced price and profit, which the scarcity 
holds forth, eagerly buys up what is of¬ 
fered to sale, and pays for it, either in his 
own bills of exchange, or, in the bank 
notes which he obtained by discounting 
such bills. And having got po.vsession of 
the commodity, to raise its price to any 
extent he pleases, beyond the interest he 
paid for the notes, he has only to follow 
the farmer’s example, and obtain the 
notes required to pay his rent, &c. 
Briefly, my Lords, these are the means, 
and the only means, by which the 
farmers, dealers, and bankers unite, their 
power to filch the consumer of his last shil¬ 
ling; and to subject their country to all 
t!ie ’ calamities of a real scarcity. The 
remedy, however, is simple, and, as a 
choice of evils, if s\icb it could be, it seems 
to be far preferable tb the slow, if sure, 
degrading attempt to import corn from an 
enemy, whom we hokl at so much defi¬ 
ance. It is only to restrain our/iumerou.s 
banks from issuing their notes, until their 
value raises, or, the price falls to that level 
at which it may be thought the mutual 
interest of the farmers, dealers, bankers, 
(if they are' to exist) and consu,rner, it 
should stand. It is true the farmers aiu'i 
dealers claim thf right of raising the price 
of their commodities, as their taxes and 
T'.'ites advance: who then i.s to pay them, 
the consumer only ? That cannot be, 
surefy; it is impossible to allow them to 
exempt tbem.selves from taxes, and, there- 
fore, j level of prices should be e.stablishetl, 
vvhiob would, as nearly as possible, leave 
no paito enjoy' the beu' fits of society, 
withJiup contributing towards its expences; 
and far less to .accmnulatc fortunes bv Us 
miseries ; as farmers, dealers, and bankers 
must continue to do while they are allowed 
the use of such facilities as paper money 
gives thein to fix the rate of price at any 
level tfcey please. Should the interest of 
the f.vrmorj, &c. be pleaded as a bar lo 
the application of this means of.lowering 
prices, it will immediately occur, {[hat im¬ 
portation vvould deprive them of the pro¬ 
fits on which'they calculate frotal public 
misery, and that tlii.s remedy can do ilo 
more. But this is not the point on which 
national honour and national interest will 
suffer the question to turn. The pivot on 
which the question turns'i,s this; shall we, 
at the hazard of every thing, that is dear 
to us as a.nation, and as individuals, submit 
to the degradation of begging our bread, 
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from an Emperor, who must" laugh when 
" our fear cometh,” or be the most mag¬ 
nanimous of men ? or, shall we, by the sim¬ 
ple means of discharging first, and then 
finding useful employment for, the able 
bodied men, who work and manage our 
town and country rag-money manufac¬ 
tories, manifest to the-world, that for 
Britain to be happy, free, and great, it is 
only necessary that she should will it? 
But the statesman and the landholder will 
perhaps exclaim with horror, what shall 
we do without the thousands and millions of 
pounds which we how collect in taxes and 
rent ? Should o^r rags be converted into 
dung instead of money ? Just what you 
did before you hat! them; and that was 
better than you do with them; for then, 
in addition to the rags, as manure, you 
had the labour that converts them into 
money, and that which money in various 
ways employs unproductively, to cultivate 
the land, and bid defianeff to such scarcity 
as that, wdiich at present threatens you 
with the most serious consequence. But 
independent of this advantage, and the 
most solid advantage too, it dops not 
necessarily follow, that the exit of paper 
money can injure the interest of any class 
of the community, (that of its proprietors 
and those whose baseless bills they dis¬ 
count excepted), and to that evil the acqui¬ 
sition of their labour to productive indus¬ 
try is more than an equivalent. But un¬ 
necessarily its fall may be attended with 
fatal consequences. Suppose? for instance, 
that the exit of paper money would reduce 
the circulating medium to one tenth of its 
present amount. In that case, one tenth 
of the taxes and rents now collected in 
money, would necessarily 3 deld as much 
real fevenue to the state and the land¬ 
holders, as the whole ten tenths now pro- 
<luce, while nine tenths of the collectors 
would be at lib erty to join the bankers, 
&c. in cultivating the land, and muitiply- 
ing the real revenue of their country, at 
least to the amount of their own consump¬ 
tion of it. But should avarice or igno¬ 
rance lead govomnient and the land¬ 
holders to extort the whole ten tenths of 
their present nominal revenue, or even 
more than a tenth of it, while the farmer 
and the tradesman can sell their produce 
at but Ojpe tenth of its present price, then 
indeed the consequences of parting ifrith 
paper inoneytwill be unnecessarily cala¬ 
mitous; and the only change produced is, 
that government and the landholders have 
snatched the hatchet from the hands of the 
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bankers, ant! became themselves the exe¬ 
cutioners of their country, Hence and 
hence only the danger of pointing out the 
means of raising the value of money, with¬ 
out shewing the necessity of lowering 
rents and taxes in the same proportion. 

Oct. IGtU, 1809. C. S. , 

9 _ 

EDINBURGH REVIEWERS. 

Slit;—As your correspondents complain 
of the manner in which the Edinburgh 
Reviewers have treated of Parliamentary 
Reform ; of the length of their details; of 
the collateral subjects ^wiiich they have 
introduced; of the refinement of their ar¬ 
guments, and the other means by which 
they have endeavoured to bewilder and 
mislead their headers, 1 think an ana¬ 
lysis of their system may be of use. By 
reducing it to a narrow compass, we shail 
see it in a naked state, stripped of its 
rnereti icious trappings, and be enabled to 
determine that degree of weight which it 
ought to have in fixing our opinion.— 
They begin by enumerating, in a very 
systematic manner, the evils under which 
we at present labour ; 1st, The burden of 
taxes ; ‘2ndly, The influence of the crown; 
and 3rdly, The monopoly of the power of 
the state by a few.—The first of these 
evils is necessarily included in the last; 
for whatever abuses exist with regard to 
taxation originate in the corruption of the 
government, and whatever part of them 
can be removed, must be by Parliamen¬ 
tary Reform. The second, they them¬ 
selves dismiss, by saying that the king has 
no power. There remains, then, only one 
question for us to discuss, namel}^ the last, 
or that ofVarliamentary Reform. On this, 
the main subject of their considttration, 
they have, in 30 pages of close print, only 
two arguments; 1st, That the people are 
corrupt, and that no reform could render 
them otherwise ; 2nd, That, “ as the whole 
substantial power of government is now 
manifestly vested in the House of (Com¬ 
mons, the balance of the constitution is 
preserved, and can only be preserved, by 
being transferred into that house; where 
a certain proportion of the influence of the 
crown and of the great families of the 
land is advantageously, though somewhat 
•irregularly, mingled with the representa¬ 
tion'of the people.”—-In answer to the 
first of these, it is sufficiesit to Ay, that m 
Parliamentary Reform would undoubtedl)? 
remedy the corruption of the people as 
far as it caif be remedied and that it is. 


no argument for rejecting anv good to 
assert, that it is not cornpUite.—As to the 
second, their extraurdiiuny desire to pre¬ 
serve the constitution, it is a compk-te 
piece of sophi-ti ; hnd consists, as all 
sophistry docs, in an cnrleavoiir to impose 
vvor.is for things. They w ish to presen’e 
tlie consiiUttion, without saying that 
good would result from its preservation. 
They abhor a change, and yet would in¬ 
troduce a change to prevent a change. 
The trull) is, they bate only a change for 
the better, and would not objeqt to any 
alteration on the present system which 
would add to its rottenness. Any thing, , 
Mr. Cobbett, will they call the British 
coixstitulion which favours their own views, 
and nothing will they call by that name 
which does not.—^The foundation of their 
second argument is indeed the assumption 
that all the power of the state resides at 
present in the House of Commons. But 
1 believe the House of ■Commons possess 
no other pow'er than they ever did; the 
power of granting or withholding the sup¬ 
plies. If lecent circumstances have al¬ 
lowed this to be the real power of the 
state, they prove nothing more than what 
has been and should be the case. In this 
consists all the liberty of w'hich we boast; 

’ and whenever the Commons are deprived 
of this power, the consiitulion is indeed 
lost and gone. That the other branches 
of the legislature see their own compara¬ 
tive insignificance, and wish to rdiarc the 
|)ower oi' the Commons, is no reason for 
quietly permitting the encroachments, or 
for confounding ail the separate divisions 
of the state in one illegal interinixtuie. 
Yet this adulterous intercourse is the 
only expedient which the Edinburg) Re¬ 
viewers lecoinmend for preserving the 
mutual conti'oul of the diflerent branches 
of the legislature, and for enabling the 
king to withstand the encroachments of a 
dernocratical House of Commons. Ac¬ 
cording to their doctriiie-s no encroach¬ 
ment indeed remains to be matk, and the 
king, anil lords, (w'ho have always been 
.considered as an appendage of the king), 
wbukl still preserve ‘all the power in the 
state, v/hich, by the British constitution, 
they ought to have, that of swaying the 
balance between the people and their rep)"?- 
sentatives; for great p-art of the argument 
of these Reviewers is made out by drop- „ 
ping, with admirable dexterity no doubt, • 
the distirtetion between the people who 
eh)isE, and those who deliberate and judge 
I for them, and calling both by the genera) 

' V 2 
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appellation of ai Dcmocratical House of 
Commons. As to insurrection and civil 
war arising from the king’s' negativing the 
bills of the House of Commons, it may be 
remarked, that this prerogative of the 
king’s is the most rarely used of any. It is 
for the advantage of the difl’ercnt branches 
of the legislature, as for people in common 
life, to practise a niiilual forbearance, and 
to prevent, by timely concession;, all rude 
collisions in the political macliine; and 
there is no reason to sn|)pose that a re¬ 
formed House of Commons would urge 
the king to an exercise of this prerogative 
laore than a corrupt. Tiie king, 1 believe, 
has more to fear from Borough-mongers 
than from his people. The prerogative, 
wliicli, ill case of a diiferenec with bis par- 
diament, he. would use, is rather that which 
the Reviewers wish to keep out of view, 
viz. an appeal to the people bj^ a dissolu¬ 
tion. On a new parliament being returned 
w'hieh persisted in pas.sing liie same bills, 
the king, it is to be utukrstood, would con¬ 
cede, if he had not_ an interest .different 
from the nation; and here it is to be re¬ 
marked, that this is not the age in which the 
people are supposed to be made for princes, 
but princes for the people. The execu¬ 
tive is only the hand which minisfers to 
the head ov deiiberative body of the state;' 
and a good govi-rnment will always be 
orderetl so as iiiat a king will find Ins in¬ 
terest to be the haine w'itb that of his peo¬ 
ple. But to coiiciude this letter, which 
has been already drawn out to too great 
length, the. doctrines of the Edinburgh 
Ueviewers may be summed up in this, that 
the House of Commons have assumed a 
]towcr in the state consistent neither with 
the I'Ottstitution ngr with expediency, and 
that the evil can lie corrected by notbinff 
but an infusion of ivoyal and arislocratical 
influence into that assembly to an indefi¬ 
nite extent; while I contend, and every 
person may perceive, that the House of 
Commtxis has assumed no new power, but 
that the other briiiclies of the iegisjatiire 
have made encroachments on that house 
consistent neither with the con^itution 
nor expediency, and that nothing dan 
purge it of arislocratical intluence and re¬ 
store it to purity but a Parliamentary 
Reform. W. Y. 


PARLIAMENTAIlY RErORM. 

;—1 have been so long in* the habit 
of applauding the principles which ap¬ 
parently direct your political conduct, and 


so long accustomed to admire your sense 
of public duty, your discernment of the 
true interests of nations, and your quick 
perception of the immediate and remote 
cflects of the various measures of States¬ 
men, that I really feel an almost insupe¬ 
rable degree of reluctance in questioning 
the expediency of that project which you 
have distinctly pronounced to be indi.spen- 
sably requisite to the welfare and stability 
of the British Empire : I mean a Reforma¬ 
tion of Parliament.—But, Sir, were 1 to 
decline provoking a more minute di.scus- 
sion of that momentous project than it has, 
as yet, to my knoij’ledge, undergone, those 
considerations which actually dispose me 
to deprecate a general pursuit thereof, 
must inevitably continue to operate with 
unabated and eU’ective force; and thus 
fix me, with reference to one subject at 
least, in a distressing state of opposition 
to a person with w hom I am solicitous to 
concur: the contrary of which, in the 
event of such discussion, though extremely 
improbable, I .shall certainly not presume 
to say is utterly impossible. 

That the influence of the Ministers of 
the Crown is enormous; that this infla- 
ance has already proved detrimental, in 
.several respects; and may ultimately 
become ruinous, are truths, which no in¬ 
genuous person, capable of due reflection, 
can find himself satisfactorily prepared to 
refute. It falls under the observation of 
every man conversant in public afliiirs, 
that taxes the must burdensome and vexa¬ 
tions are, without difficulty, imposed and 
continued; that .scrupulously comprehen¬ 
sive enquiries into the expenditure of 
public money are either thwarted or ren¬ 
dered abortive; that jobbing, peculation, 
and cofrupliou, in various shapes, prevail; 
tliat tile tutelary laws of British liberty are 
occa.sionally suspended without urgent ne- 
ce.s,sity; that every measure, however 
prudential anti popular, which Ivappens to 
originate among the opponents of admi¬ 
nistration, is enviously and contumeliously 
resisted with efiect; that decisive majori¬ 
ties in Pailiamtnt may be obtained by 
any Minister, on any question ; and that 
the afi'iirs of the Empire are most in¬ 
eptly conducted, and its resources most 
egregiously and dangerouslymismanaged. 
It is a tr^iitb too obvious to require illustra¬ 
tion, that all lbe.se and other evils are im- 
*|>uiabie dblely to that influence which the 
■Ministers of the Crown are enabled to ex¬ 
ercise. And to affirm that this pernicious 
• influence, opurating thus, bail’already, to a 
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ceilain extent, undermined, and, if not 
seasonably counteracled, must, at no very 
distant period, subvert, or radically change 
our unrivalled system of civil polity, will 
hardly be considered, by unperverted 
persons, as the idle, unsubstantial decla¬ 
mation Wa querulous dissatisfied nitm.* 
Under such circumstances. Sir, it is ex¬ 
tremely naturaf that a vast portion of the 
people of England should be favourably 
disposed towards any constitutional project 
calculated to retrench, or ( ('iifine within 
safe limits, the influence in question. And 
certainly that which has of late been 
again presented to the public mind, 
namely, a Reformation af Parliament, pro¬ 
duced by a disfranchisement of decayed 
and corrupt boroughs, an extension of the 
right of siiflVage, an abridgement of the 
duration of Parliaments, and an exclusion 
of placemen and pensioners from the 
House of Commons, seems, at first view, 
so likely to prove efficacious, in the way 
desired, that there can he little ground for 
surprise at the growing prevalence of a so¬ 
licitude for its adoption. 

But, Sir, as every change in a system 
of civil polity may rationally be ex¬ 
pected to produce, under the varjingas- 
pert of the times, many important elli^cts, 
which, while the change is in contempla¬ 
tion, cannot possibly be foreseen; inas¬ 
much as the production of these cllects is 
ordinarily governed by combinations of 
moral or political circumstances, of a ca¬ 
sual or emergent nature, which are con¬ 
fessedly beyond the sphere of liuinan 
foreknowledge ; and as the means propos¬ 
ed for accomplishing a Reformation of Par¬ 
liament are undeniably essential change.s, 
the’ distaxt effects yi hcreof no man, how¬ 
ever penetrating his foresight, can jncicnd 
to anticipate, without a greater degree of 
presumption than accorels with a profound 
understanding, so it behoves us to examine 
this pregnant project w'ith peculiar pa¬ 
tience, care, and circumspection ; to con¬ 
sider seriously whether it be really ade¬ 
quate to the end proposed; vyhether, if 
carried into effect, it may not ultimately 
be productive of greater evils than we ac¬ 
tually experience; and whether we m’ay 
not, with an equal prospect of success, re¬ 
sort, for the attainment of the final object 
in view, to some other of a more familiar 
and less hazardous kind. • 

It seems to be generally recevved as an 
indisputable truth, that S reformation of 
Parliament would completely prevent a 
corrupt exercise of the patron’age of the 
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Crown. But, Sir, I will frankly declare 
that, until farther informed, I cannot, lor 
my part, avoid considering this fundaim n- 
tal position as a mere plausible assumption, 
more likely to be disproved than confii rtied. 
And I will add, that instead of regarding 
the meditated reformation, as a s,iic aiiil 
salutary renovation of our syswin i f civil 
polity, I am greatly apprehensive 1 bar, if 
carried into effect, it may prove a proxi¬ 
mate cause of flic dissolution thereof. 
How far 1 am vet to be undeceived you 
will ea.sily discover by the following ob¬ 
servations. • 

The preservation of flic, hereditary 
rights and liberties of Englishmen, which 
should always be the paramount object of 
their public concern, is manifestly con¬ 
nected, in the strictest manner, with the 
maintenance of the national independence 
of England. The inairiK nance of that in- 
dcpenilence will LiC found, on reflection, 
to be utterly incompatible witli an uniform 
adherence to pacific measures, on the part 
of those who administer the affairs of the 
nation. • To perpetuate that in(le[»end- 
cnce, it is ceriain that recourse must oc¬ 
casionally he had to war. And to prose¬ 
cute war, will) vigour and success, national 
opulenci’, resulting from domestic and 
foreign commerce, must unquestionably 
be seasonably and sedulously augmented ; 
for to that opulence, art the disposal of 
able and upright Statesmen, the success of 
every war, and the eventual stability of 
the British Empire must always, princi¬ 
pally, be proportioned.—If England cease 
to be belligerent, she must soon qease to 
be independent ; and if she cease to ac¬ 
cumulate wealth, she will cease to he Jn a 
condition to carry on war with th^ pros¬ 
pect of a safe and honourable peace. Had 
it ndt been for her great and increasing 
opulence, slie certainly could not have 
rc.sisted her potent and numerous enemies 
so long as she has done, under an evident 
mismanagement of her resources. But 
the necessary wars of England, S;he pro¬ 
gressive increase of taxes requisite to de- 
liay the inseparable expences of these 
w,ars, atid commensurate with the growing 
wealth «of the Empire; and moreover the 
incidental annexation of foreign colonies to 
the British Crown, must obviously be ac¬ 
companied by,the distribution of a vast 
number of honourable and lucrative em¬ 
ployments, in the army and navy, in the 
civil anil mercantile lines of business 
auxiliary to these, in the colonial and 
diplomatic departments, and in those of 
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the excise and customs; in other words, 
an iinmcuse and increasing patronage 
must always exist. The exercise of this 
patronage, together with the power of be- 
stowhig those civil, ecclesiastical, and 
forensic dignities which emanate from 
the Crown, must, so long as the preserva¬ 
tion of the existing system of civil polity 
shall be held in view, he consigned to the 
individuals on whose counsel the King 
may think proper to rely ; for, were it 
transferred to any otlicr description of 
persons in the community, it is clear that 
an extra-fonstiiutional power of superior 
magnitude would immediately becreated ; 
and that an eventual destruction of the 
system of .civil polity would ensue. The 
public duty of these Counsellors consists 
in devising, jirosecuting, and accompli.sh- 
ing measures for tire support of the go¬ 
vernment, and the general welfare of 
the Empire : ami on the performance of 
this duty the preservation of their places 
confessedly depends. .But without the 
concurrence or acquiescence of Parliament 
in these measures, they cannot possibly 
be curried into execution. To secure that 
indispensable concurrence or acquiescence, 
therefore, the Mini.stcrs of the Crown, 
under the joint impu'sc of a sense of duty 
and personal inurcst, will ahvaj'. vatu- 
rally resort lo tUuse means the efiicacy 
whereof has been i'Xperinunitiilly proved. 
Bound renseiiing, persuasive eloquence, 
and an elaliorate display of the expediency 
of the vucasuros qjropo.sed to Pariiaincnt, 
mays pos.sibly, on several oceasioirs, in¬ 
cline tlial assembly to second llie views of 
Adminislratii 11 . But preceilenls and re- 
fiectiou have taught the Staiesmen of Eng¬ 
land to beware of relying vvhuliy on such 
uncerta'ia means for securing an undevial- 
ing and satisfactory support of their laea-’' 
sures. Armed with tlie immense patron¬ 
age of the Crown, and amply convinced, 
by a long and uninicvruptcd series of trial, 
of the invariable efficiency tliereof, when 
exercised*vith the view of securing Parlia-, 
mentary support, they will always pru-' 
dently place their chief, if not esylusive 
reliance, on its instrumentality ; and I am 
firmly persuaded that so long as ambition 
and avarice shall l><-'d their places among 
human passions, this reliance will not be 
vain. The .projected reformation, accom¬ 
panied by the imposition of now oaths, 
may undoiibtedly prevent a ilirect, undis- 
•mised, and mamfestiy corrupt exercise of 
the patronage of tlie Crown, on the con- 
ititacDt asKl representativa bodies j but a 


collateral, clandestine, or remotely retri¬ 
butive, and equally ellectual exercise 
thereof cannot thus be impeded. The 
corrupter and the corruptible, he wliose 
interest prompts him to sway, and he 
whose passions prepare him to be swayed, 
he who i.s ready to give and he wbp seeks 
to get, will assuredly, sooner or later, find 
means to approach, understand and cove¬ 
nant efficiently with each other. We per¬ 
ceive tiiat, in almost every instance, self- 
interest operates with much greater and 
more durable energy and activity than 
zeal for the public good ; and have there¬ 
fore little reason to expect that those who 
are actuated by the former will, in this 
in.dance, fail to outstrip, weary, and finally 
defeat the few who are animated by the 
latter. Human ingenuity besides, i.s al¬ 
ways confessedly more likely to succeed 
in the task of evasion, than in that of pre- 
ventiem. 

Suppose, Sir, that with a view to the 
obstruction of ministerial influence, the 
elective franchise were e.xtoiided to all 
men possessed of clear, independent, year¬ 
ly incomes of 100/. at least, derived either 
from land, or from any other source -and 
that all other persons were disqualified to 
vote for Mi'tuliers of Farliavnent;—an ex- 
jier.Hent which would not, upon the whole, 
narrow the constituent body, and besides 
precluding the tumults ordinarily atten¬ 
dant on elections, would certainly have a 
greater tendency than any other to pre¬ 
vent wliat may' be Called elemental cor- 
rupion, inasmuch as an independent com¬ 
petency, on the part of the elector, is far 
more likely than any law to frustrate pecu¬ 
niary or other influence on the part of the 
candidate; and suppose that the,se elec¬ 
tors were obliged to swear under the hea¬ 
viest peftalties in case of perjury, that 
they neither did receive, nor were pro¬ 
mised, nor had asked any reinuaeration 
for their votes ; that the candidates under 
the same penaltie-'^, were obliged to swear 
that they neither gave, nor promised anv 
species of reward to any elector; ar^ 
that the representatives were obliged to 
swear at the opening of every session, that 
they neiiiier had asked for, nor were y>ro- 
mised any civil employment, honour, or 
emolument, in consideration of t!ie sup¬ 
port which they might give the executive 
gevernmorrt, still the patronage of the 
Crown, would, in my opinion, be, in no 
degree, rwdered ultimately imperative, 
in itis present sphere. If tlie individuaLs 
who gave support were prevented feom 
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asking, anJ those who obtained it pre¬ 
vented from promising remuneration, a 
practice which indeed already exists, of 
bestowing unstijjulated, uivaolicited re¬ 
wards, would soon be generally establish¬ 
ed. Those who had been supported, 
would, with an eye to futurity, be still 
more diligent than at present, in searching 
for opportunilie* to evince their gratitude. 
General expectation would be ke(jt alive, 
and work as forcibly as the most solemn 
and repeated promises. And, furlhennoi e, 
an exemption From importunities would 
enable the distributors of the Ijonuurs and 
offices of the state to bestow them in the 
most suitable, judicious, and eilectual 
manner, with reFerence to ttieir own per¬ 
sonal interests. As for the ex[ietlicnt of 
obliging the representatives of the people 
to swear thaltlfey would never accept any 
employment or honour in the gift of the 
Crown, the reflections of almost every 
man will sufficiently enable him to dis¬ 
cover its ruinous tendency, in the ex¬ 
tremely unlikely .event of its being ever 
adopted and established. If, in conse¬ 
quence of having acted, for a few years, 
as a representative of the people, a man 
were to be for ever debarred by his oath, 
froip accepting the honour of nobility, and 
transmitting the rights thereof to his de¬ 
scendants ; and if he were likewise to be 
thus for ever incapacitated to hold any 
place of trust, or in the state, of what de¬ 
scription of men. Sir, would the House of 
Commons, that most authoritative part of 
the Legislature, be composed ? Certainly 
not, for the most part, of incorruptible, unas¬ 
piring, public-spirited and intelligent men, 
as some people vainly anticipate; but of 
a dcscrip|ion of persons, from whom to say 
no w'orse, much less good, upon the w hole, 
could rationally be expected, th-^n from 
those of whom it is at present composed. 

It may be said. Sir, that admitting the 
likelihood or certainty of the establishment 
of the practice just noticed, in the midst 
such obstacles, and likewise admitting 
^Kfficacy to the extent presumed, there 
^^till at hand an expedient calculated to 
supersede completely the exercise of the 
patronage of the Crown, among the re|:tfe- 
sentatives of the people : namely, the sim¬ 
ple and sanctioned one of granting them 
liberal salaries.—^But, Sir, with regard to 
this expedient, it is to be observed, that 
on those who are governed l?y ambition, 
on those who aim at distinctfon in the 
community, it could produce no efiect 
whatsoever^ that if these salaries were 
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not so ample as to be considered in the 
light of desirable additions to the incomes 
of individuals, they could not produce ihe 
intended effect on the avaricious; and that 
if the}' were so, the representatives of the 
people, at least those among them who 
might be influenced by the passion of 
avarice, would ultimately become as com¬ 
plete tools , in the hands of their consti¬ 
tuents as any of them ever were in those 
of a minister of the Crown. Th‘-\y would 
acquiesce as servilely in all the crude, ca- 
l»riciou.s, and dangerous projects of elec¬ 
tors, probably under the controni of a.s- 
(liring ilcmagogiies, as any of tberij have 
ever done in tlie innjolitie <>!• luicon.siitu- 
tional measures of successive administra¬ 
tions ; and the example of France, Sir, 
ought, I think, to make u.s beware of the 
remote eflects of subjecting the leprcsen- 
tatives of the people too much to their 
dictation. Besides, in lliese days of 
luxury, profligacy and venality, it seems 
not altogether unbecoming to consider, 
whether if our own Government w ere re¬ 
strained^ from gratifying the avarice of 
individuals, another government might 
not address that passion, with dangeiuus 
efll-ct. 

Let us, however. Sir, for ibe moment, 
suppqse that Minisierial influence were en- 
' tirely excluded from the Legis'atore, and 
that the persons elected by the people to 
serve in Parliament, were, for the most 
part, removed by the magnitude of their 
private incomes, beyond a likelihood of 
lieing swayed in their decision!?, by a .so¬ 
licitude to preservi* the salary annexed to 
theoffii e of repre.sentativc; might it not 
still be reasonably appi\ bended, that the 
various passions, anci propensities which 
belong to human nature, and the thllerent 
views, interests, and pursuits of individuals 
would too often conspire to form an irre- 
sistible ojiposition to many of the me.asurcs 
of every Administration ? Might it not 
reasonably be apprehended, if the Minis¬ 
ters of the Crown had no oth^r means 
of obtaining the concurrence of Parliament 
in their measures,'except .such reasoning 
as they might employ in behalf of them, 
that superior sophistry, or eloquence, or 
address, or talents for intrigue, on the part 
of their opponents, or perhaps even the 
plausible language of a popular Pam¬ 
phleteer, would too often govern tlje deter¬ 
mination of Parliament, to the discomfi¬ 
ture and dissolution of the existing Ad¬ 
ministration ! Might it not be apprehend¬ 
ed that almost every Adminislration would 



C87j POLITICAL REGISTEU—Par/wwiert/aiy Rtform. [688 


be thus extinguiahed before the Members 
thereof bad acquired sufficient experience 
to conduct the aftairs of the Empire with, 
facility and advantage? And should we not 
then be exposed to the manifold inconve¬ 
nience of a weak, fluctuating, transitory 
Government, unsatisfactory to its subjects, 
unfavourable to loyalty, and extremely 
disadvantageous to the Empire in respect 
of its foreign relations? If, indeed, there 
existed any reason to expect that the Re¬ 
presentative body, in the event of the re¬ 
form in question, would contain a majori¬ 
ty of vvice, steady, disinterested, unam¬ 
bitious, public-spirited, patriotic , men, 
there would remain little ground for these 
apprehensions ; but to eiuerlairi and act 
upon an expectation of this nature, in times 
like the present, or in truth, in any oilier 
times, is, surely, a puerility loo manifest to 
require exposure. 

But independently of these considi ra- 
tions it is not likely. Sir, that a disfranchise¬ 
ment of decayed boroughs, an exicnsioii 
of the right of suffrage, an abridgement 
of the duration of Parliaments, and an ex¬ 
clusion of placemen from the House of 
Commons, would lie productive of cer¬ 
tain disadvantages for v^llich perhaps 
an adequate conqiensatioii miglil not 
be obt iined ? It ceriaiidy needs no 
extraordinary exertion of the human 
imagination to vrucc out, on rational 
groumis, inanj i flects of rather an vmiiro- 
'pitious nature, wliieli might ensue from 
the dlsiranchisement of those borouglis’ 
wliicli liave hitlierlo so often supplied the 
legislature with s alesmen and oratons of 
an inlt-iior note—with men, whose labo¬ 
riously acquired information, cultivated 
eloqiitqce, ami diligently improved powers 
of reasoning qualified them eminently for 
the management of state affairs, for guiif- 
ing, correeiing, or confirming the public 
opinion, and for giving salutary efficiency 
to the voice of the nation. It certainly is 
far from difficult to exhibit a series of 
evils whieh might possibly arise from in¬ 
volving a greater number of persons than 
at present in the ferment of elections, and 
from rendering that ferment almost conti¬ 
nuous by fre,qtiency of repetition, Mor 
would it evince superior penetration to 
detect the varied inconvenience which 
might be experienced in qonsequence of 
excluding, from the great deliberative as- 
•embly of the nation, those who might be 
' appointed to administer its .aflajrs. In 
truth, Sir, if the right of propounding 
^aws were thus, in reality, exclusively 


exercised by the Lords and Representa¬ 
tives of the people, to whom alone it 
formally and theoretically 'belongs, it is 
not improbable, that, in the event of a re¬ 
moval of the actual influence of the crown, 
measures inconsistent with the requisite 
dignity and even safety thereof, tending 
to the dangerous elevatioq of parliamen¬ 
tary leaders, would be obtruded upon the 
executive power; and that the existing 
.system of civil polity would soon, in con¬ 
sequence, assume a new form. The Royal 
Veio, alone, Sir, is confessedly inadequate 
to check for anj' length of lime, the pos¬ 
sible encroachments or usurpations of a 
House of Commons influenced by demo¬ 
cratic principles. 

Su( h. Sir, are the considerations which 
incline me to doubt the eflipacy of parlia¬ 
mentary reformation: and to dejjrecate 
the |)ursuitof that project. Do youthen, 

I may be asked, deem it prudent, on tlie 
part of the people of England, to rest 
contented upon that corrupt and pernici¬ 
ous exercise of that enormous patronage 
of the crown uhich every honest and re¬ 
flecting man must de.'pl}' deplore ? Most 
certainly I do not: for I feel ihoroughlyper- 
■suaded of its dircict tendency to endanger 
tlic rights and liberties of Englishmen, and 
.the stability of the Empire. But, 1 am 
prone to tliink, that there is not' sufficient 
ground for despairing of the possibility of 
protecting the people of England against 
all the dangerous excesses of the in¬ 
fluence resulting from that patronage, by 
a much safer, more simple, and mure 
constitutional expedient than parliamen¬ 
tary relormaiion. 1 mean an unfettered, 
distinct and formal annunciation of the . 
genuine .sentiments of the peopk;, on all 
prevailing practices of an important na¬ 
ture, and on ali momentous questions 
which may at any lime agitate the public- 
mind. 

Even under the most arbitrary govern¬ 
ments, public opinion, if peradventure, it 
ever reach the ears of the Prince or th|^^ 
of his council, will frequently sway 
decisions. In England, svhenever fully 
and loudly expressed, it has -almost al¬ 
ways liad the cflect of governing the con¬ 
duct of admiiiistriition. To comply with 
it indeed, to a certain degree, is in most 
cases a proof of political wisdom: to re¬ 
sist it -and .scorn it, a proof of rashness, 
amounting to political insanity, if a great 
majority of ihS people of the United 
Kingdom should be found really adverse 
to the pursuit, or really solicitous tor the 
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adoptkni of any measure, or system of of any power which lofcal demagogues 
intasurcs, it surely cannot be presumed, might otherwise gradually become enabled 
that any minister would inconsiderately to exercise. And the Icngih oi timewhich 
disregard their wishes; and pertinaciously would elapse between the close of the .ses- 
decline to act in coiiforiniiy therewith, sion of parliament and the day appointed 
But, Sir» in consetjoence of the compara- for the meetings, would greatly conduce 
tive infrequency of public meetings, and to an ample, able and temperate discus- 
also in conscquejtce of the stratagems eni- sion of the more important questions which 
ployed to procure resolutions and addresses had antecedently engaged the attention ol 
favourable or hostile to the views of the the legislature. 

existing Administration, it is certain that Should this regulated recurrence to a 
the real sentiments, especially of the more constitutional practice, the safety and effi- 
reflecting and moderate of the people, are cacy whereof have heratolbre so often 
far from being always known ; and never been experimentally evinced, fail to in- 
sufliciently pressed upon the consideration duce a compliance, on the part of tiovern- 
of those in authority. *Now', Sir, I am meiit, with the reasonable wislus of the 
disposed to believe that this disadvantage, people, and a removal of all those scandu- 
alfecting both the government and the lous abuses of which they now so justly 
people, might* be effectually removed complain; should the minister, backed by 
by the enactment of a specific law, au- a corrupt majority, conlumcliously disre- 
thorising anil requiring local meetings of gard the reiterated remonstrances of the 
the more respectable inhabitants of the people, and should the king inflexibly de¬ 
several counties and principal towns to be cline to dismiss his minister, after an ac- 
held every year, on the first Monday after cumulation of urgent addresses lit in his 
Christmas day, for the purpose of discu.ss- .subjects to that effect; events which, by 
ing all important questions agitated in the the way,*are singularly unlikely ; tlien let 
preceding Session of parliament, and re- recourse be had to the dangerous project 
viewing the actual state and exigencies of of parliamentary reformation: for then 
the nation ; limiting the duration of these there will be sulficient ground for con.si-, 
meelings to a single day ; prohibiting all dering the reputed representatives of the 
others of a similar nature; and directing ^leople as usurpers of their rights, exercis- 
that the sentimenlsof the majority, present ing an unconstitutional aristocratic power, 
at each, be reduced info a few brief resolu- pregnant with as much political niuschief 
tions; transniilied, in this shape, to the Clerk as could be apprehended to ensue from the 
of the House of Commons, arranged, print- project in question. But, Sir, if a .‘■■pirit 
ed and distri^tuled, in small volumes, among of patriotism, a spirit of independence, a 
the Members of Parliament. Bythismode .spirit of rational liberty, a just sense of 
of proceeding, as instructive a document, public duty and political integrity, prevail 
on the subject of public opinion, would be in the nation, the avowed and ultimate 
obtained as any legislator or statesman objects of parliamentary reformation must 
could wish to possess; and there can infallibly be attained by the expedient 
scarcely be a doubt |;hat the prevailing here proposed. If, indeed, these princi- 
senllincnts of the nation, thus announced, pies of action he wanting, it may undoubt- 
would, on all important que-slions, govern ediy for some time, and in some degree, 
the conduct of the ministers of ibe crown, prove nugatory. But then, Sir, if they be 
and that of the representatives of the pen- so, a reformation of Parliament, which 

cannot, without the utmost difficijty and 
danger, be acchmplished, must, upon the 
whole, be demonstrably of no avail. It 
may indeed, rescue us, for a short lime, 
from some evils ; hut it must, in the end, 
inevitahfy involve us in others of at least 
equal magnitude. To attempt a reforma¬ 
tion of Parliament, previously to a revival 
of these principles, is unseasonable, prepoi- 
terous and dangerous. A recurrence to 
the expedient here prope.sed is undeniably • 
safe; anthaffords the fairest opportunity 
for diffusing and invigorating those prin- 


ple. The several meetings being composed 
o||||crsons possessed of clear, independent, 
y^wly incomes of 100/. all others being 
by heavy penalties excluded, the sphere 
of individual influence would be narrowed,; 
and there would probably be neither riot, 
uproar, nor confusion, as is too often the 
case at present. The meetings being held 
on the same day, throughout the United 
Kingdom, the resolutions passed at one 
would have no t ffect in gq,vernin^ the re¬ 
solutions of another. The infrequency of 
these i ieetings, and their short duration, 
would completely prevent the assumption ^ 
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ciples, which alone can insiirc an improve¬ 
ment ol !uir polijical comlitioii, 

1 aai, Sir, with duo resfiect, 

Your obedient Inimbie .Servant, 

• '['noMAs Nlvv'Cmiam. 

Coohnovc, Cork, Oct. to, IHOlt. 


City Jubilh; Adoress to the King. 

Aot'. J.lSOLt. 

To the Kin:T;'.s Most, Excellent Maje:4y : 
The humble and dutiful Adrlre.s.s oi’ the 
Lord May(>r, Aldennen, and Coninions 
of tine Ihty of Loudon in Common 
Council assembled ; 

“ Most, (iracious Sovereiejn; We the 
/,orcl Mayor, Abb rnien, and Commons, ct 
the City of London in Co ninnn Council 
assembled, approacli your Majestv’-s sacred 
person wilt', our most lively and mifeifined 
congratniiitions on the recent Anniversary 
of your Majesty’s .'Vccession to the 'i’hroiie 
of these reaim.s‘; with joy and gladness we 
hailed the day on which your Majesty en¬ 
tered into the fiftieth year of your Ma¬ 
jesty’s reign, not only over the'persons, 
but in the hearts of your Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects.— When it pleased the Almightv 
Ruler of Princes to place the sceptre in 
your Majesty’s hands, the brave, free, and 
loyal people, whom you.” Majesty \isas or-, 
dained to govern,-received with plea.sure 
yoUr Majesty’s 4irst declaration to the 
great Council of the nation, that “born 
and educated a Briton, the peculiar happi¬ 
ness of your Majesty’s life would ever con¬ 
sist in promoting the welfare of your peo¬ 
ple, and your Majesty’s resolution to main¬ 
tain our most excellent Constitution, both 
in Church and State, with an assurance 
that the civil and religious rights of the 
subject were equally dear to your majesty 
with the most valuable prerogatives of tlie 
Crown.”—We experience and acknowledge 
the blessings of this security to our religion 
and law's, and that great charter of liber¬ 
ties which, in virtue of the glorious Revolu¬ 
tion, ydhr majesty’s illustrious house was 
chosen to defend. Through the lapse of 
nearly half a century your M^esty has 
proved yourself, on every occasion, un¬ 
wearied in. the maintenance and j>ractice 
of all the principles so graciously pledged. 
—-It is a proud subject for your Majesty’s 
faithful Citizens of London to record, that 
in the midst of all our unexampled strug¬ 
gles, your Majesty is enabled to say, 
■ow, a.s at the cpmraeucement of your 
Majesty’s reign, that your Majesty can see 
tvith joy of heart the commerce of these 
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Kingdoms, that great source of our riches, 
and fixed object of your Majesty’.s never 
failing care and proteciion, flourishing to 
an exient unknown in any former wUr.— 
Deeply impressed willi gratitude to Al¬ 
mighty God for the innumerable blessings 
be has been pie iscd to pour down upon 
this highly favonred nation, and more par¬ 
ticularly tor liis wonderful'and great good¬ 
ness, in having continued his divine pro- 
leciion to your Majesty until this joyful 
j) Tied, we, your Majesty’s faithful Citizens 
of I.,ondon, have implored heaven to ac- 
eejJt our fervent prayers of praise and 
thanksgiving, and to continue that same 
provide ntial caie,.and protection to your 
Majesty for many years yet to come.—■ 
Believe, Sire, that it is the warmc.st wish 
and mo.st fervent prayer of your Majesty’s 
Citizens of London, that Trovidence may 
long continue to this nation so distinguish¬ 
ing a mark of divine favour, and that in 
ihe fullness of time, w'hen your Majesty 
shall be called from your eartlily to a ce- 
le.stial crown, the memory and example 
of so beloved a Sovereign may secure to a 
grateful people the imitation of your Ma¬ 
jesty’s virtues, in the successors oP your 
Royal House, till time shall be no more. 

Signed by order of Court, 

Henry Woodthorpe.” 

To which Addre.is his Majesty was 
pleased to return the following most graci¬ 
ous Answer;—" I thank you for this testi¬ 
mony of your zeal and aft'ection for me 
and my government. It has ever, been 
my anxious care to maintaiit the rights 
and privileges of every class of my .sub¬ 
jects; and it is a great sati.sfaction tome 
to reflect, that, in the midst of all our un¬ 
exampled struggle!?, and notwUhstanding 
the duration of the wars in which, for the 
safety of my people, I have been engaged, 
the Commerce and Manufactures of my 
City of London have been carried to an 
extent unknown at any former period.”. 

They were all received very graciously, 
and had the honour to kiss his Majesty’s 
hand. After which his Majesty was pldb- 
ed to create the Lord Mayor a Baronet, 
and conferred the honour of Knighthood 
oh William Plomer, esq. Alderman. 


“ OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

SpANish Revolution. —Froclamaiion to the 
Army Ijy the Marquis de Romano .—f Con- 
. timed from page 608.,) 

.The country has not 

for some time known your \)est services; 
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but the actions of Villa Franca, Vigo, 
Lugo, Saint Jago and San Payo, vvfure 
your valour shone, must free 30 U from 
any stain which you may seem to have 
incurred by your having refused bat¬ 
tles, which must have been destruc¬ 
tive; and you have retidered yourselves 
formidable to your enemies, who have 
been repulsed anil conquered, when the 
superiority of their numbers did not pre¬ 
vent an obstacle absolutely insuperable to 
your valour.—Yes, brave Spaniards, in 
viewing you this day, I have no longer that 
sercMiity of mind with which 1 before ever 
met you. 1 am no longer your general. 
Ilis Majesty has called me to occupy a 
place in the Supreme Central Junta. Mad 
not this been his irresistible will, nothing 
should have separated me from you, nor 
made me renounce the right 1 have to par¬ 
ticipate in your future victories, under the 
command of your new chief, and the 
generals who command you. Receive, 
Soldiers, the last word of your general, 
and accept the love and paternal grati¬ 
tude of your countryman and companion 
in arms, Tiik Mabquis de Romana. 

Roj/al Deeres, dated Seville, Sept. 1 . 

Hi# Majesty would neither fulfil his own 
wislies, nor the hopes of his people, if, at 
the same time, when he labours to free the 
countrj'^ from the oppression of its tyrant, 
he (lid not make every exertion to covr(;Ct 
the vices which exist in the interior admi¬ 
nistration, and to raise this magnanimous 
and generouif^ation to the high degree of 
splendour and power to which it is entitled 
by the fruitfulness of its soil, the benignity 
of its climate, the extension of its coa.sts, 
and the possession of its rich colonics. 

; Among the obstacles which have constant- 
I ly oppo.sed the progress of our agricultural 
! industry and commerce, the first place is 
i held by the contributions, called Alcaba- 
las, Cientas and Millones, imposts, which 
chstructing the interior circulation, and 
iV.s.sing unequally on the productions of 
tlki land, on manufactures, and, in gene¬ 
va!, <.n all objects of commerce, not only 
have banished from our unfortunate coiin- 
tiy that liberty, without which there can" 
be neiiher arts, cultivation, nor commerce; 
not only have rendered odious the B.se.d 
admiaistration, and even industry ifrelf; 
but, which is more, inflicting it in¬ 
curable wounds, have ever been ,orily a 
feeble resource for supplying the nc'cejisi- 
lieij ol ‘lie slate. Observation and ex¬ 
perience liiwo ^hewn their prejudicial ef¬ 


fects ; the people have cried out' for a 
remedy ; the decline of our manufactures, 
and the mercantile system unanimously' 
embraced by all the nations of Europe. 
But though the government knew these 
defects and reformed them partially, these 
reforms were a new vice, which only still 
more embroiled the system. At length 
the time i& arrived when good principles 
shall triumph over ignorance, and the 
nation which has appeared great and ma¬ 
jestic in the ejies of all Europe by its 
valour and its virtue, shall be so afro by 
the liberality of its principles and the 
goodness of its interior administration. 
The Supreme Junta of government of the 
kingdom is well convinced, tliat the riches 
of individuals are the riches of the state, 
and that no nation can be rich without 
encouraging its agriculture, commerce and 
industry, and that industry in general does 
not increa.se but remove the obstacles 
which may obstruct both the fiscal and 
civil laws. From these considerations 
the Supreme Junta ciAmot omit occupying 
itself with.this work, beginning with the 
most urgent reform, which is, that of the 
contribution, and providing in the place of 
those abolished, others upon such things ac 
can more projierh' be required to coniri- 
bute, dijiribuliiig them equally among the 
contributors, exacting them in the time 
and manner least oflensive,, and collecting 
them with the least expence possible. 
Thus the contributions, which arc always 
an evil, siiall fail only on those who can 
contribute, shall be applied to their true 
objects, and not to the maiiuenance of au 
innumerable multitude of lax-galhereij, 
who are unproductive cmistimers, and sc* 
many hands lust to industry. In ci^ise- 
qaence therefore of these principles, the 
King our Lord Don Ferdinand Vll. and in 
his roy al name the Supreme Junta of the 
government of the kingdom decrees as 
till low's :—Art. 1 . The conlributioiis 
known by the name of Alcabalas, Ceiiso, 
and Millones,* shall be abolished, soon 


* [ The Alcabala is a tribute or royal 
dii!^ which is paid upon every article, 
sold, ill tl^p form of a per centage, accord¬ 
ing 10 the value of the commodity. This 
|)i r ceiuage is varied, hut all the laws and 
ordiii.uice.s respecting it, to remove ambi¬ 
guity and to prevent exactions, are col* 
lectej in a book called the Alcabalotorio, 
There is a.Spanish proverb which 
cienlly shews the unpopularity of this 

form of taxation —descubre laMiabaia 

• 
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as those winch nrc appointed to supply 
their place shall be appropriated and es¬ 
tablished.—2. The Department of Finance 
is charged to propose to his Majesty the 
cofttributions which shall .supply the, place 
of those abolished.—Art. 3. The present 
Decree shall be printed, published and cir¬ 
culated, in the usual form, from the 
royal palace of .Seville, August 7, 1809. 

Marquis of Astorga, President, 

Don Martin de Gai:.\y. 


FiiANCEi —Address qf his most Serene High¬ 
ness the Prince Arch-Chancellor qf the 
Empire, to the Conservative Senate, Sit¬ 
ting qf the 3rd of October, 1 309. 

Gentlemen; His linperinl and Iloyal 
Majesty, taking in with a sing'c glance 
the present situation of affairs, finds it ne¬ 
cessary to order a levy of .St),0i)0 men.— 
This is the purport of the Decree which 
is to be submitted to j'our delibcia;ioii, 
and by which the new levy is imposed 
upon the new classes of the coirscription of 
the years of 180(>, 1807, IS08, '800, and 
1810.—Your wisdom will already have 
tliscovered the benefit of this arrangement. 
'S ou will' soon be assured that it i.= the 
result of a prudent forc.sight, and of the 
unceasing anxiety of his Majesty Tor the 
public interest.—Whatever, Gentlemen, 
may be the issifte of the negociations at 
AUenlnirgb, there are strong indications 


esc to pitgti. “ Whoever informs of the Al- 
cabala should pay it." In the Recopila- 
tiondc lo.s Lues the superior clergy and 
judges are exempted from it.—^'Fhe Cen.so, 
which has been improperly called Ciensos 
and Gieosas, in the newspapers, is a rate 
collected on the rents of houses and estates# 
—The Millones is an aid that the king¬ 
dom granted to the Sovereign on the con¬ 
sumption of six articles of domestic use, 
wine, vinegar, oil, butcher’s meat, soap, 
and tayow candles. Among the accom¬ 
modations at court, in the Council of Fi¬ 
nances, there is ah apartment called the 
Sala de Millones. In this room pr hall 
the atiairs relating to this due to Ahe 
king, are transacted, as well as some others 
regarding the tax on tobacco, cocoa, and 
a few other commodities. The persons 
appointed to superintend this business con¬ 
sist of some members of the Council of 
Finances, and several deputies nominated 
by such of the cities of Spain as have au¬ 
thority to vote for representatives (Procu- 
radore.s) in the Cortes.] 


tliat the Engli,sh, after having been driven 
back from our territories, w ill eiidtavoui 
to prolong the war in Spain. The nu¬ 
merous battalions which bis Majesty op¬ 
poses to them in that kingdom, need only 
be kept up to their full complement, in 
order to baihe all the attempts of the 
enemy.—If the peace be renewed between 
France and Austria, it will be im|)ossiblc, 
without great inconvenience, to suddenly 
transport the brave troops who will have 
conquered it, from the Flanks of the*Da- 
nube to tlio.se of the Guadalquivir. 'Phi* 
remark hus not e,scaped the paternal at¬ 
tention of I'.i.s Majesty ; and let us be per¬ 
suaded, that, after such glorious exertions, 
he is desirous, and with justice, that the 
conquerors should receive the testimonies 
ol" public gratitude and general admira¬ 
tion.—'1 hese points, Gentlemen, will be 
explained to you by the GnUois of the 
Council of Iritate, and more particularly 
in.tlie Rejjort of the Minisler of War ; 
which the limperor has ordered him to 
eomiiiunicacc to you.—The levy required 
is, moreover, much less than his M jesty 
could draw from,the elas.ses by winch it 
is to be supplied ; besides, it w ill bC reii- 
dei'eti as little burdensome as possilde.— 
In tins crisis the beiiali* ivill be anxious, 
a.s on former occasions, to forw'ard ilie in¬ 
tentions of our august Sovereign, for the 
honour and glory of the French people. 

Report tnude to His Majesty the Emperor 
and King, Protector of the L’onjedcralion 
of the Rhine, by His Excellency Count de 
Huneburgh, Minister qf War, Sept. 15, 
IbOy. 

Sire ; If the numerous victories of your 
Majesty, and the extraordinary successes 
of yoiir armies, be at the same time the 
work of your genius, the result ol the most 
scientific military combinations, of your 
inherent intrepidity, and of the courage of 
so many brave, men, these victories and 
succes.ses are no less owing to your admi¬ 
rable foresight. It is this which has in¬ 
spired your Majesty with the idea of as¬ 
sembling at first, in the interior of the 
empire, whatever iniglii be the complexion 
of affairs, the youth of France who are 
successively called to serve their country, 
and Qj| making them constantly pay their 
contribution to the safety of the State, at 
the same41016 that they accustom them¬ 
selves to arms.—The temporary derelic¬ 
tion of this system would be productive of 
some danger to the empire, and. it would 
be placing rather too great a.reliance ppon 
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the future, however flattering appearances 
might be at present, to suller the depots 
in the interior of France to want the re¬ 
gular supply of recruits, whenever a part 
of the young solJiers who All them should 
be called into actual service.^—A short 
glance at the state of your Majesty’s ar¬ 
mies will be suSicieiU to shew, that the 
levy, which 1 feel it my duty to propose, 
is sijflicient at present.—Master of Vienna, 
and of more than half the Austrian Mo¬ 
narchy, your Majesty is at the head of the 
most formidable army that France ever 
had beyond the Rhine ; and to judge of 
what it is capable of effecting, it is only 
necessary to n:ention, that it was hardlj' 
formed when it conquered Austria, in the 
fields of Thaun, of Abersberg, and of 
Eikmuhl. Wfn-lhcr the riegociations of 
Altenburgh terminate in peace, or whe¬ 
ther the war continue, your Majesty has 
in your depots troops enough, fit to take 
the field, to re?cruit your army in Ger¬ 
many.—In the month of .lanuary your 
Majesty pursued the English army in 
Gallicia. While yon were engaged in 
it, yopr Majesty was informed that the 
Court of Vienna intended to break its en- 
gageipents. Though such an event seem¬ 
ed to call the jii'incipal part of your forces 
into German}', your Majesty nevertheless 
thougiit proper to leave your veteran army 
in Spain ; not that the whole of that army 
was actually necessary to complete the 
subjugation of the Spanish rebels, but to 
deprive England of the possibility of pro¬ 
longing that rebellion, of which .she is the 
cause. That power, seeing in the new 
system established in Spain, the presage 
of her own ruin, did not, however, despair 
of overturning it; and her efforts upon 
this occasion have greatly surpassed ail 
that we have seen her make upon similar 
occasions.—General Moore had not been 
able to bring off from Gallicia the half of 
his troops. The immense losses which his 
army sustained, did not dissuade the Eng¬ 
lish Government from sending a fresh 
army, consisting of 40,0()0 men, to Lisbon. 
It penetrated to the centre of Spain, and 
rallied round it the various corps of msur.* 
gents. The banks of the Alberche and 
the Tagus witnessed their flight and their 
confusion.. Compelled to retreat to the 
further side of that river, and pursued at 
the point of the bayonet, they totally 
evacuated Spain, and tliu gortugfiese saw 
them return in disorder to their territory. 
—At the same period, an army ol equal 
force suddenly made ita appearance at the 


entrance of the Scheldt, with the intention 
of burning the clock-yards at Antwerp ; 
there our enemies were covered with con- 
fu.sion. At their approach, i lushing was 
provided with a numerou.s garrison; 
12,000 picked troops marched from St. 
Omer, under the orders of the Senator Ge¬ 
neral Riimpoii; and eight demi-brigadcs 
of reserve, w'hich were at Boulogne, Lou- 
vaine, and Paris, proceeded post, to llie 
points that were menaced.—These troop* 
were of themselves sufiicient for the de¬ 
fence of Antwerp. That place, which is 
covered by a strong rampart, and the ad¬ 
vanced works which your Majesty caused 
to be constructed four years ago, is still 
further protected by extensive inunda¬ 
tions ; and on the left bank of the Scheldt, 
the fort of La Tete de Flandre, which is 
itself surrounded by an inundation of 2,000 
toise.s, .secures the communication of Ant- 
w'erp with our fortresses in the north.— 
The Eiigli.sh Fixj)edition was formed upon 
the supposition, that Antwerp w'as only 
an open city, whereas that fortress could 
not be taTLcn but after a long siege. In¬ 
dependent of troops of the line, your Ma- 
je.sty saw, at the first signal, 150,000 na- 
tionnl guards ready lo march, and at their 
head the majovs of your infantry, officers 
of the fifth battalions, and veteran officers; 
you found in tfieir ranks a number of old 
soldiers.—Numerous detachments of ca¬ 
valry of the line were preceded by the 
gens-d’anneric of France. The English 
were not aware that this branch' of force 
alone could, at a niomeni’s notice, assem¬ 
ble at any given point 00 squadrons} com¬ 
posed of nien tfiat had -seen sixteen years 
of service, all equally experienced, equal¬ 
ly well di.seiplined and armed as those 
brave euira.ssiers, who, under your Majes¬ 
ty’s orilers, have brought to so high a pilch 
tile glory of the French cavalry.—As if 
by enchantment, the dispositions prescrib¬ 
ed by your Majesty caused to appear, at 
the same instant, on the banks j>f the 
Sclieldt, and at the rendei^vous of the re¬ 
serve at Li.sl6 and Macstricht, four difle- 
rcrit armies, under the command of Mar¬ 
shal the Prince of Ponte Corvo, and IVtar- 
shals the Dukes of Cornegliano, Valuty, 
and Istria.—The sudden develojrenient of 
such a force, and the national impulse 
which continued* to multiply its numbers, 
struck the enemy with consternation. Their 
enterprise, calculated upon false data, com- ‘ 
pteleiy faded—Europe has wdtnessed th« 
realization of that which your Majesty’s 
penetration anticipated, when you pro- 
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nounced that this expedition originated in 
ignorance and inexperience ; and when, 
sparing of French blood, and directing 
that a plan merely defensive should be 
followed, you w-rote to me ;—' We are 
happy to find tlie English crowding into 
the marshes of Zealand ; let them be 
merely kept in check, and their army will 
be Sjaeedily destroyed by the bad air, and 
the epidemic fevers of that country.’ 
Wliilst our troops were distributed in com¬ 
fortable cantonments in the environs of 
Antw'cr^, or stationed in that fortress, the 
English army, encamped in the midst of 
marshes, and destitute of water' fit for 
drinking, lost upwards of one-third of its 
soldiers. But the facility which the Eng¬ 
lish have of going by sea from one quarter 
to another, may lead us to expect that all 
that will have escaped the disasters of this 
expedition, will be sent to reinforce their 
army in P«-tugal.—Sire, the various fields 
of battle in which your armies have dis¬ 
tinguished themselves, are too remote from 
each other to admit of your marching, 
W'ithout inconvenience to the soldier, one 
of your Eirmies, from one scene of action to 
the other; and your Majesty, so highly 
satisfied with the zeal of the troops you 
command beyond the Danube, is pnxious 
to spare them from the fatigues of the wa'. 
in Spain. Besides, the French armies be¬ 
yond the Pyrenees, now consist of 300 
battalions and 150 squadrons. Ills there¬ 
fore sntiicient, without sending any addi¬ 
tional corps thitlicf, to keep up at liicir full 
e.stablishment those already there. Thirty 
thousand men, collected-at Bayonne, af¬ 
ford the means of accomplishing this ob¬ 
ject, and of repulsing any force which the 
Enghidi may cause to advance.—In this 
state of things, I conceived that it corres¬ 
ponded with your Majesty’s views to limit 
the levy, necessaiy at this moment, to the 
oontingent indispensahly requisite for re¬ 
placing, in thfe battalions of the interior, 
thedr^ts which are daily made from the,m. 
The returns which will be laid before your 
Majesty will inform you, that,ofJhe con¬ 
scription for the years lS()ti-7 -S-9 and 10, 
there still remain more than 80,000, vfrho, 
though ballotted, have not yetbdbn called 
into actual service. This immense rein¬ 
forcement might inarch against yoilr ene¬ 
mies, should that Bteasurh be rendered ne¬ 
cessary by iMiy imminent danger to the 
State. 1 propose to your Majesty to call 
•at only 36,000; ana to declate all those 
ehuseeimtireiy free from any future call, 
—By thw aaeaiks, jfofr armies, Sire, will, 


be maintained at their prc.sent respectable 
establishment, and a considerable number 
of your sobject.s will be definitively released 
from the conscription. Your Majesty will 
also have at your di.sposal, the 25,000 men 
afl()rded by the class of 1811, upon whom I 
shall not propose to your Majesty to make 
any call, unless events should disappoini 
your hopes and pacific intentions. YourMa- 
jesty’s armies are e_ynally formidable from 
their numbers as from their courage. Bui 
who could advise France not to proportion 
her elibrts to those of her enemies ? In giving 
such advice, the result of the mo-st impru¬ 
dent security, it vvould be necessary to 
lorget that Aus'tria, very lately, had on 
foot 70(),000 men; and that to create this 
gigantic force, that Power did not hesi¬ 
tate to expose her pojiulation to almost 
total destruction, and to attack the very 
basis of her pro.sperity. Wc must equally 
forget, that England has taken part in the 
Continental War, by lanilmg. at the same 
moment, three diflerent armies, on the 
coasts of Naples, Holland, and Portugal. 
—^'fhe agitation of those who are jealous 
of France has been redoubled, because 
they arc const ious that the present crisis 
has for ever fixed her greatness. Their 
efforts will be impotent, because France 
has been enabled to reach the highest 
pinnacle of success and of glory, wdllioiit 
making any of those ruinous .sacrifices 
wdiich destroy her enemies. In fact, not¬ 
withstanding the .successive calls, up to 
the present moment, madeu|)i)n the differ¬ 
ent classes of conscripts, scarcely have one- 
fourlh o^' those who composed them taken 
the field.—In considering I he situation 
of your Majesty’s armie,s and the results 
of the English expeditions, can we, with¬ 
out a' degree of satisfaction, behold Eng¬ 
land, in imitation of Austria, making 
efforts disproportionate to her means, and 
the wants of her navy ? What can she ex¬ 
pect from this conte.st upon land, and man 
to man, with France, that shall. not re¬ 
dound to her own injury and disgrace? 
—iSire, the French people will have lo 
thank your Majesty for the inexpressible 
advantage and glory of a peace, conquer¬ 
ed without maritime expeditions, from an 
eneuw who, bj' bis situation, thought him¬ 
self free from all attack. Every serious 
attenqit upon the Continent, on the part 
of the Ebglish, is a step towards a ge¬ 
neral pdace.—tiThe English Ministers, who 
preceded the Members of the present 
Government, a more able set of men than 
the latter, were well cont^inced i>f this 
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triith, and took good care not to commit 
thcm:>elves in an unequal contest. It did 
not escape their observation, that, to carry 
on a long war, it was necessary that it 
should press lightly upon the people who 
had to support it.—Within the last twelve 
months, the war has cost England more 
blood than she.had previously shed from 
the period when she broke the peace of 
Amiens: committed in the battles of Spain 
and Portugal, whence her duty and her 
interest forbid her to recede, she will see 
those countries become the tomb of her 
bravest warriors. Sorrow for their loss 
will at length produce in the minds of the 
English people a well-founded abhorrence 
of those cruel men, whose ambition and 
frantic hatred dared to pronounce the ex¬ 
pression of eternal tear. It will excite in 
that people the wish for a general peace, 
which every man of good sense may pre¬ 
dict to be near at hand, if the English 
persist in a continental contest.—I am 
with respect, &c. 

The Minister at War, 

Count De IIunneburcii. 

Repotl of the Motives of the Preset of the Se- 
natus Consultum, relative to a Ijrvy of 
5(5,000 Conscripts, on the cl(is.ses of I >S0b, 
1S07, 1S08, ISO!), and 1810, hy the 
Count fie Cessae, Orator of the Council 
of State. 

This Report, after many adulations on 
the aenius of the Emperor and King, and 
a high-coloiired panegyric on the loyalty 
and exertions of the French nation, pro¬ 
ceeds to ex|)lain the causes of the levy :— 
“ The enemies of F’rance,” says the Ora¬ 
tor, “ observing that we levied the classes 
of I80'J,*and IsiO, before the period in 
which they were to be called inW action, 
thought, without doubt, that w'e had rc- 
courte to that mode, because none of the 
resources of former years w-ere left to us. 
How great was tlieir mistake! If the 
French Government, had adojiie't that line 
of conduct, it was because it could never 
be brought to think that the Faiglish Go¬ 
vernment bad determined to wage per¬ 
petual war with France ; it was because 
it could never be brought to think that the 
Austrian Government, to wdiicO peace was 
so important, so necessary—that that Go¬ 
vernment, to which a liberal and unex- 
4)ected peace had been granted, had a 
right to cope again wdli ,tlie ll-ench ar¬ 
mies, direc ted "by Napalepn the Great, 
and electrified by his presence. Our 

Emporori therefore, calculating upon ^ 
. *• ' 


speedy and long peace, was willing to di¬ 
vide the weight of the war among several 
classes, in order that it might press the 
Jightcr upon eaclt of them. He was ,also 
desirous that the French, who constituted 
these two classe.s, and who, according to 
the proper estimate of public duties, 
might have been deprived of their share 
of military glory, should be furnished with 
an opportunity of acquiring it. Disap¬ 
pointed in his first expectations, the Em¬ 
peror had recourse to those supplies of 
men which he had, from prinpiples of 
prudence, left in reserve. Twice did he 
apply for succours, and twice were the 
contingents which he deemed necessary 
furnished with rapidity. Our moderation 
had thrown a veil over our .strength, 
but our moderation is desirous now of 
manifesting our strength. Let us put 
an end to an error so fatal to our 
enemies, and which may become still 
more disastrous to them! When they 
shall be well acquainted with our re- 
sources,,they will, no doubt, be convinced 
that a frank and solid peace is the only 
part, the only post in w'hich they can find 
safety. It belongs to weak governments 
to seek for security iiTthe concealment of 
their fveaknes.s, and the exaggerations of 
their strength. It is the duty of France 
to make known to her ^friends and ene¬ 
mies her true situation; that situation is 
such as to inspire the former with more 
energy, aiulto warn theiatter,that,in tak¬ 
ing up arms, they must expose them¬ 
selves to certain lr)s.s. The following. 
Senators, is the precise state of die con- 
scriptional force of France, and I can 
pledge myself for its accuracy : The class 
of 180(5 consisted of 'W.3,0()(), actfording 
to the lists of conscription.. 

That class compriiiing 15 months 423,000 

That of 1 807 . 352,000 

1808 - - - 361,000 

180.9 - •. 362,000 

ISIO.*362,000 


Total. 1,867,000 

Of these classes, until the present mo¬ 
ment, fherc have been raised but 520,000 
men. 

1806 .102,500 

1807 -51.102,500 

1808 . 102,.500 

1809 . 102,500 

ISlO.110,000 


520,000 
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Therfi consequently remains still atiiome, 
«f the five elapses, 1^317,000 men.” 

. The Orator next proceeds to .shew the 
great facility with which the new levy 
mu'st be raised, leaving an immense number 
still behind, and argues that such resources 
will be the most elficacious means of re¬ 
ducing the English to the necessity of 
demandintg a peace, which, however ne- 
ce.ssary to France, is indispensable to 
them, because their very existence may 
perhaps depend upon it. 

Amehica. — BrvVisA Deserters. Case of the 
Men arrested as Deserters from t lie'Frigate 
UAfricaihe, by John Hunter, es(j. Shcrif 
of Baltimore, at the request of William 
Wood, esq. British Consul for the Fort of 
Baltimore. 

An Habeas Corpus was applied for to 
Judge Scott, late on Thursday evening, 
on behalf of seven men, arrestcil and held 
in custody by the Sherifl' at the request, 
and on the statement of the Briti.sh Con.sul 
that they were deserters, by theiu counsel. 
The Habeas Corpus was issued as prayed 
for, returnable the next morning at nine 
o’clock. Accordingly, this morning, the 
men were brought up amidst an immense 
concourse of citizens, who filled thei court¬ 
house and the neighbouring street, and the’ 
Sheriff made return that he had arrestctl 
and detained the men in custody, in virtue 
of the following, from the British Consul: 

“ British Consul’s Ofice, 
Baltimore, Sept. B, 1 

‘‘Sir; Having received information 
that 1.3 seamen have deserted from L’Afri- 
caine frigate, and arc now in this city, I 
have ‘to request that you will be pleased 
to secure them till they can be sent pn 
board.—I am, &c. Wm. Wood.” 

“ John Hunter, Esq. 

By virtue of this authority, I have ar¬ 
rested and put in prison the following per- 
.sons, to wit: John Nowland, William 
Whokes, Denis Murphy, Richard HewAs, 
John Earp, John Burwell, and Jacob 
Lamb.—^'Fhe Judge said, that he }iad con¬ 
ceived it his duty to give notice to Mr. 
Wood (the British Consul), of the»appiica- 
tion. so that he might appear and shew 
cause, if any he had, why the men should 
be detained. 

In the course of a few minutes Mr. 
Wood came into Court, and the Coun.sel 
for the Prisoners, Messrs. Olena and J. L. 
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Donaldson, moved the Court that ihc men 
be discharged, sulTicient cause for tlieir 
detention not appearing on the return. 
Mr. Wood’s Counsel, Mr. Walter Dorsey, 
requested to be allowed time to inquire 
into the law ; and said, that they would 
be ready to prove that these m^n were 
deserters from his Britannic Majesty’s 
Ship. The Counsel for iFie Prisoners ob¬ 
jected to the delay. The Chief Justice 
stated, that the opinion of the Secretary of 
State had satisfied him, that deserters from 
British vessels ought not to be arrested or 
detained under the authority of the Go¬ 
vernment of the United States, for the pur¬ 
pose of delivering them up to the oflTiccrs 
of the British Government, he therefore 
ordered the prisoners to be immediately 
discharged. The audicneCt,expressed their 
approba'ion of his decision by three loud 
and tumultuous huzzas and execrations of 
the Tories, and carried ofi' the deserters in 
triiiuqjh ! 

CO B BETT’S 

COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

State Trials: 

To be completed in Thirty-Six Monthly 
Parts, forming Twelve large Volume-s in 
Royal Octavo. 

'Fhe Eleventh Par i- of the above Work 
was published onWediie.sday the 1st of No¬ 
vember. One Part will appear, with the 
greatest regularity, ou the fust of each 
succeeding Month. Tho.se SuEseribers 
who have expressed their iiiteulion of 
taking the Work in Quarterly V’oiurues, 
are respectfully informed that the Third 
Volume is now ready for drdivery. — 
In order to remove all |)roiessional doubts, 
as to how far this new and enlaiged 
Edition of the State 'I’rials may, with 
safety, be cited as authority in the Ccurts, 
and relied on as of equal authenticity 
with the former, I think it right to state, 
that it is intended to he a literal tran¬ 
script of the Inst edition, as far as that 
edition extends; that where I have in¬ 
serted fuller and better reports of any Cases, 
or of any parts of Cases, the text of the 
old Edition will nevertheless be retained; 
and thjit the new matter will be distin¬ 
guished iii*a manner not to l)e mistaken, 
and be distinctly pointed out in the Table 
of Contents to each volume. 
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“ IMcii, III some time, are masters oC their fates: 

“ The fault, dear Krntus, is not in our stars, 

“ Cut in ourselves, that we are Underlines.” 
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TO THE 

CITIZENS OF LONDON. 

Ol-.NTl.ItMr\, 

Oppression, or insult, when the object 
is helplens, never fails to excite against the 
oppressor, the indignation ofthe generous 
tniil the just; but, when the object is no/ 
helpless, when he who suffers oppression, 
or insult, has .within hini.self, the |)ower 
of obtaining complete reilre.ss, and makes 
no use of liiat power, then, that same 
justice, whicli in tlje former case, calls 
forth our iiidigiiiition against the oppressor, 
calls for our contempt of the oppressed. 
In truth, it would be absurd for a third 
party to compassionate the wretch vvho 
should seem fond of liciiig kicked ; and 
not less absurd to be angry witli the man 
who sliould kick him. fhe parlies would, 
in such case, seem to be made for one 
another ; and the world ought 10 let tin 111 
alone. When, tln refore, we talk of op¬ 
pressions of a political iialure, when ive 
taUi of an oppressed atid insulted people, 
we should be careful t,o ascertain bel’ore- 
hand, that the said people, do not de.serve 
to be oppressed and insulted; that they 
have not tlie power of ri'drcss in their 
own hands ; that they have not thenj- 
selvcs pul the power of oppression inlo 
tlie hands of their oppressuis ; and, in 
sJiort, that they do not by tlicir isciions, 
shew, that justice makes no demand of 
compassion in their favour, but condemns 
them to the contem|)t of mankind. 

If, genliemen, you assent to the truth 
of these general propositions, you will, 
I hope, suffer me to ask you. Whether 
you yourselves are quite free from tlie 
danger of their application ? I beg you 
to put the question to yourselves ; cacji 
ofyouto ask himself^ vvUctlicr it be iu bitn, 
or in his stars, that he is an Undcrliiig, 
the degraded instrument in ihc hariils 
of greedy and imiuident speiaiiators upon 
the public spoil; and wbethoi^it Ic not 
woui in bis own power to obtain com¬ 
plete red res.s, for past, and as completi' 
security against future, oppression ami 
iasult ? , 


- - ------[705 

It is denied by no one, that the situa¬ 
tion of this kingdom is awfully dangerou.s. 
Even the vile wretches (certainly the very 
vilest of mankind), vvho are hired to put 
forth falsehoods for the purjtose of delud¬ 
ing the. people ; even the.se wretches,, who 
have, for months passed, amused the igno¬ 
rant with hopes of a new w'ar between 
France and Austria, and who have talked 
of the, firmness and dignified tone of the 
latter power ; even these awkward as well 
as venal wretches, who asserted that the 
Emperor Napoleon was insane, and who, as 
if to prove their own mental derangetnent, 
told us, that he must cease to reign ifhc was 
mad; even these wretches, profligately' 
irnpiidcifl ns they are, have not tlie impu¬ 
dence' todeny, that this kingdom is now in 
daiigei’ greater than it ever before had to con¬ 
tend with. They talk of its prasper/Vfy, aiid 
they triumphantly compare its situation 
iwitii tfiat of other coimlrics; but still they 
are compelled to acknowledge the exist- 
em e of the dainjer; and,*it would be quite 
imjiossible for them to point out any na¬ 
tion upon the earlb, exposed to such 
danger. The more we possc.ss the more 
we have to lose; in niimlier eijual to that 
of our enjoyments are our wants; ifttr does 
it require much reflection to convince any 
reasonalile man, that, if this country Were 
to be subdued, those amongst us who live 
in luxury would suffer the most. ItJsnot 
(lossible for any man but a mad man, or a 
natural fool, or some one. who is partly one 
and partly the other, not to see the danger, 
now hanging over us; and, it is not possi¬ 
ble for any one, who is not a sen.snal brute 
that cares not what becomes of the country 
so tjiat he can gratify bis never-satiated 
appt'tifes; it is impossible for any one, 
excAi'Ht a brute like this, not to feel great 
anxiety «n aecount of this danger. We 
see kingdom a'ler kingdom fading at the 
leet if the (lonquen'c; we see him're¬ 
turning from th:? svihjugation of one cni- 
I'.ire, fo begin, or, ratiiro, to finish the .sub- 
jiigatic'ii of another, w iierc even a detach¬ 
ment 61 ' hi* niighty ;;rn>y lias discouifitied 
•m l I'lusued ail that nc iiave been able to 
rai.se up against bin;; wc see him in pos- 




f071 POLITICAL REGISTER Letter to the Citizens of Landau. [70S 


session of all the naval ports and means of 
Continental Europe ; we see him with all 
tha facilities of doubling in a year the 
amount of his navy, already large; we 
see him, in this last act of pacification, 
not forgetting his war with us, and his 
means of assailing us; and, what is of 
more-conseejuenre than all the rest put,to¬ 
gether, we see, in our goverimn nt, those 
qualities which he has met with in the go¬ 
vernments, which he has overluriied and 
nnnlhilated, and moreover, while we see, 
in our rulers, the same pei tiiiaeious adhe¬ 
rence to'that of which the great mass of 
people so justly complain, we see, iniiongst 
too many of ourselves, that coldness, that 
listlessness, that indillercnee, that want id’ 
public spirit, which of all symptoms is the 
most alarming, because it denotes, llial 
there. i.s wanting the <mU/ thing by wbicli 
a nation can finally be saved. Much of 
big talk have you, ti'enllcmen, lately heard 
from the Curtises and llie Dixons and the 
Jackses; much about a contrast between 
this nation and the fallen nations of the 
eoniinent of lluroj e ; luit, 1 do ibesccch 
you to bear in mind, that there is not one ; 
no, not one; not any single nation or stale 
amongst tliem, w hich has not, in its turn, 
been the object of the praise.s, of the ap¬ 
plause and admiration of these your city cour¬ 
tiers; these your smooth-tongued place-* 
Imnters. Every one of these fallen nations 
has, first or last, been the ally of England; 
all their rulers have, in their turn, been 
praised for their irisdom and their ; 
their kings have all been ardemly helaved 
by ilicit\ people, and their queens have all 
been uminhie and rirtvous; their peojile 
have all been devoted to their “ holy 
“ aliur^,” have been fuli of" loyalty,” and 
have niorlally hated the French. Js not this 
80 } Have you not been told this ? Has not 
this been dinned in your ears even to the 
danger of stunning 't Yet, all these nations 
have fallen before the conqueror; all these 
nations with their pious kings, amiable and 
virtuous* queens, wise governments, and 
people happy, contented, religious, loyal 
and hating the IVencIi, have alhoiie after 
another, yielded to those same‘French, 
who have not only beaten them in the 
field, but have revolutionized their govern¬ 
ments, and, in most cases, have furnished 
them with new sovereigns. Well, then, 
what becomes of this contrast, so fashiona¬ 
ble with your city orators? They tell you, 
for instance, of what Holland isjiow; but, 
they do not remind you of what they told 
you about Holland brfon it was subdued 


by France. In short, this is the truth of 
ilie. matter : such as they describe Eng¬ 
land to you now, they have, each in its 
turn, described those nations to be, which 
they noiu bid you look at as objects of tri¬ 
umphant comparison; whereas, if they 
wished you to derive, any benefit from their 
observations, they would bid you beware, 
for that all tho.se nations, who, but a little 
while ago, were, aceordinc to their ac- 
emiiit, what Kn^j^hmd now is, have now been 
subdued by the enemy of En^elanU, 

Fnily ami wickedness, which are, 
gciieraliy In the end, their own chastisers, 
da, iieiiTtlieless, souK'limes derive benefit, 
or, ai h ast, teaq)or,iuy impunity, from their 
long continuance. So has it happened 
with rvsjieet to the folly and the wicked¬ 
ness rd' those, who at tlie end of a seven¬ 
teen year’s contest for " sfecurily,” have 
brought us into a situation, in w'hieh w'q 
not only are. not secure, but in which we 
have not left, the sinallestchance of .seeing 
security j)rovided for the times of onr 
children. This contest has continued so 
long, and so numerous have been the follies 
and the arts of wickedness, on the part of 
those who have had a principal shijrc in 
it, ill it tie- public, weary with attempting 
to pif crvc a recollection of them, con¬ 
tent themselves with a retros|iect of a few 
umnilis, the catalogue for wdiich lime is, 
indr e l, quite sufficient to occupy any' ordi¬ 
nary mind. 

Were it not for this circumstance, it 
surely v,ould fie nniiecessary for me to 
remind ihc Citizens ofLondon#ortlic share 
which have had in causing all those 
measures to he adopted, which have, most 
powcrt’idly covitributed towaials the bring¬ 
ing of u.s into our presetit disgraceful 
state, and the still-operating elfcct of which 
measures will, like that of a fever in its 
last stages, press daily upon the- vitals 
of the nation with accelerated force. 
There w as no folly, no egregious folly, nor 
any vice, in th» undertaking or the con¬ 
ducting of this contest, in which you did 
not eminently share. To you, from long 
habit, the other parts of the kingdom 
looked for example; and, instead of giving 
them an example of wariness in listening 
to the insinuations of an artful minister, 
or his minions, you gave them an example 
of seemingly wilful cullibility. In short, 
you tibcapie, and continued, the mere 
puppets in the hands pf the minister of 
the day.*^ Yomsanctioned all he did ; you 
joined him in all his undertakings; you 
hissed or you clapped as be cbmmanaed. 
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You shouted for joy when he bade you 
shout; and you wept, or aiteeted to weep, 
when he bade your tears flow. No 
pump, no anvil, no bit of dough or of 
dirt, was ever more completely at the 
command of the possessor, than you were 
at the command of the minister and his 
underlings; and, it was reserved for this 
reign, in hoiioiir of which we have just 
witnessed a Jubilee, and for the " hlessings” 
of which tlierc are nten to be found to 
“ thank God,” and apparently, without 
dreading any chastisement; this reign, 
which will be distinguished, in the history 
of Kngland (if England shall hereafter 
have a history), by its calamities and its 
disgraces, civil as well as military ; it was 
reserved for this reign to see the Citizens 
of London, distinguished in all former 
times for thefr good sense, and par> 
ticularly for their firmness in resisting 
acts of oppression; yes, it was reserved 
for this reign to see the Citizens of London 
not only become the dull and stupid tools 
of a minister in giving currency to all his 
doctrines relative to war and peace, but to 
sillier liim to assault the liberties of the 
countBv, to see, in silence, the suspension 
of laws made for the protection of the 
people, and otlicr laws passed creating 
new political oflenccs, and, to your ever¬ 
lasting shame be it recorded, you openly 
applauded the persecution of those few 
Englishmen, who had the courage to make 
a stand in the cause of that freedom, to 
preserve which for yod your fathers had 
fought and l>Jed^ To you this nation has 
a right to look for no small part of all its 
losses of every sort. Against your voice 
the fatal measures never could have been 
adopted ; por, inde*ed, could they have 
been adopted without your approhntim 
actively given. You might have pre¬ 
vented all those measures; and, therefore, 
1 repeat, that to you the nation has a right 
to look as to the authors, or, at least, the 
joint authors, of all that it now sulfers, 
and all that reason bids it anticipate. If 
the Citizens of Loudon had acted with 
only common spirit, is it to be believed, 
that things would have come to their 
pass ? But, such has been their tameness*, 
nay, their cowardice, that, at last (until 
Very lately) they have become an object 
of so much contempt, that the minister of 
the day appears to have doubted^ whether 
they were worth using any lotfg^r; and, 
upon two or three occasion, the offer of 
their services seemed to be scarcely ac¬ 
cepted of, I am awarcj that it has, in 


your defence, been urged, that the City 

of London is not what it formerly was;-- 

that the merchants and tradesmen, properly 
so called, have, in conset|uence of the in¬ 
crease of the government debt and the 
Pitt-systern of hanking, and especially hy 
the erection of a new power in the East 
India Company, been, in a great measure, 
put aside, and that the persons now calling 
themselves “ The Cifi/ of London” are a 
set of contractors, brokers, jews, jobbers, 
nabobs, and scat-dealers, the interest of 
every wretch of whom it is to create and 
support pretences for expending the pub¬ 
lic ntotiey, anil to preveni, by all means, 
and at any risk to the national welfare, 
every one guilty of any act of public- 

robbery, great or small;-that, such is 

llie influence, and, indeed, the direct 
power, of this numerous swarm of keen 
and indei'aligable enemies of the country, 

that all attempt at resistance is vain ;- 

and that, seeing that it was from these 
wretches that proceeded all the support 
that was given to the measures that have 
produced our present danger, the Ciikcns 
of London arc not without discrimination 
to be blamed. 

I'o this I an.swer, that, if the persons to 
be influenced, or domineered over, were 
few in'miniher, it would not be, with me, a 
matter of much surprise, that the real 
voice of the City should‘be stifled. But, 
when it is well knowm, that the Livery of 
London consist of, at least, from ten to 
ticekx thousand, is not the City of London, 
without any discrimination, to be charged 
with the principles of Curtis, Shaw,Birch, 
and the like ? It is in vain to talk ; for, if 
ten thousand of the principal people in tho 
City can be influaiced, the blame lies upon 
the people of the City uiucli more than 
upon those by whom they arc influenced. 
As if, however, this were not enough, 
whereon to convict the Citizens of Lon¬ 
don of having been the cause of their 
country’s ruin, there is, annually, an op¬ 
portunity' for them to express theft- senti¬ 
ments, in a manner, Avhieh, if they do not 
express them with effect, leaves them no 
ex(;use whatever. 1 allude to the election - 
of persons to represetit them in Common 
Council, and, in which election every Citi¬ 
zen householder has a voice. Here, then, 
we have every man to vote, who, upon any 
occasion, ought ever to be permitted to 
vote. These Citizen Householders amount, 
perhaps, tq a hundhd thousand in number ; 
and, therefore, if influence can prevail here, 
the mass is too corrupt ever to be cured. 

• z 2 
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The fart that corrupt influence does not 
prevail here ; but, there is something, 
^vhlch, ill its effects, is full as fatal, that 
does |)revail, and that is, jnf^«//<;irnce, which, 
ill Ibis case, is quite inexcusable, because 
a proper choice is, in a few weeks, per¬ 
haps, visible in its good consequences. 
Much has been taken away from you ; the 
t’ily of London, as well as the rest of the 
ki-ngduin, has lelt the effects of the Pitt 
system ; hut, this right of choosing your 
representatives in the (’oniinon Council 
still remains .to you ; th.it is not taken 
awav ; you possessed tiiat before the Ju¬ 
bilee-reign eoniiiH'iKHul, and, by gi^eat 
good lurk, you st ill possess it; and, if you 
i’ail to exercise it, and that, too, with a 
view to the advantage of the nation at 
large, yon act neither a wise nor an lio- 
nourable part; and, you should always 
bear in mind, that, as you have it. in your 
pinver to pul down, by your voice, legally 
expre.sseil, the comhinaiion of contractors, 
jobliers, j'f‘w,s, nabobs, and seat-dealers, 
every evil resulting from liie existence 
of that nefarious combination ft fairly 
ascribeal'Ie to you, and that, against this 
charge, all your professions of patriotism 
will not weigh as a leather. 

The most contemptible of all the charac¬ 
ters drawn by the pen, is the waggoner,, 
praying to Hercules to get hi.s waggon out of 
the. mire. “ (Jet\ip, lay your whip to the 
“ horses, clapping your own shoulder to 
'• the wheel, at the same time, and then 
“ Hercules will help you.” To he sure; 
and, is it not proper to give an answer si¬ 
milar t» this to all tliose Citizen Monse- 
holders of London, who either do not vote 
sit all for members of the Common (’ouncil, 
or vi’hft, voting, are indifli-rent, or nearly 
indilVcrcnt, as to the objects of iheiiv 
choice ; is it not just to give them an 
answer similar to tlii,s, wdien they are com¬ 
plaining of the prodigality in the public 
expenditure, the shameless waste in all the 
de))aTtn^ents, and of iVie death and de¬ 
struction of so maiiy of our countrymen,' 
without any good purpose whatever, being 
thereby answered ? Wlien such people 
■‘complain of'the ifc/g/it of taxes; of die 
almost incessant hanassing, teaaing, and 
tormenting, that they undergo, from the 
visits, and, si ill more, irom ilie constantly 
apprelmnded visits, of the taxgatherers 
of v aiious descriptions ; of the exami- 
. nations and cross-examinatioas, of the ac¬ 
cusations, the reproaches, the drow-beat- 
ings, and all the endless variety of aflronts 
and insults, which they are compelled to 
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put op tvith in silence, upon pain of being 
half-ruined ; when such people thus com¬ 
plain, is it not just to laugh in their face, 
to flout and jeer them, and treat them, in 
short, with every species of conteiiqit ? 

“ What can one man dp i” Oh ! silly 
question. Vet, not .so silly as it is insin¬ 
cere ; for, who puts such a question to 
himself, when some object'of private gain, 
pleasure, or convenience ; when an object 
of self-gratification of any sort is pointed 
out to him, itj indeed, such objects did not 
crowd upon him fastenough of themselves? 

“ What can one man do r” never seems 
to •ccur to those who are going to a fair, 
a market, a ball,*a play, or on any other 
pursuit of gain or of pleasure. This ques¬ 
tion, so often put, arises, be assured, not 
from a want of understamling ; hut from a 
want of zeal, or, rather, from a want of 
public spirit and public pi im iple. Were 
the thing practicable, 1 should like to pul, 
verbally, to each individuiri of you, this 
question :— Do you believe, that, f the ii'hole 
of the Common Council consisted of men of 
Mu. Waithman’s spirit and principles, the 
abuses <if which you eoiaplain would soon he 
removed ? My o))inion is, that, tf this 
(picstian were put to every man of you, 
you would, w ithout a moint'iil’s hesitation, 
iinswxrin the affirm.liive. JMy opinion is, 
that this would l.u- your answer with as 
thorough a convietion as you entertain 
of your exi.stcnee; and what excuse, 
therefore, is there for your apathy ; f-r 
your wilful neglect of .so important a duty ? 

'I'he history of our ^...ifi'try shev.-', 
that it i.s tli(! capital that uiuit lead the 
rest of the kingdom. It-is in reason and 
in nature that it .should he ; tep, the fact 
is, tliat -l.ondon has always«t.akcu the 
lead. Thus it will still be ; and, therefore, 
it is not at all matter of surprize, that 
ever}’^ minister of the king should endea¬ 
vour to gain over the City of London to 
his side, and e..spe.eially that a corrupt 
minister should do ihi.s ; that he should 
bestow places upon some, pensions upon 
others, gew-gaw titles upon others, and 
that he should give Jiis supporters in the 
City contracts, jobs, and patronage. These 
lire formidable means ; but even means 
like these cannot corrupl a hundred thou¬ 
sand men, and, of course, they can have 
no very great effect in an election of the 
Common Council, w'hich, if well constituted, 
consisting as it does of more than two 
hundred persotTs, would, in a short time, 
produce an effect, of the extent of which 
few persons are aware. In short it ap- 
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pears very clearly to me, that, without 
any assistance, from any ijuarter wliatever, 
you have it in your power to lay the 
certain foundation of that reform, without 
which it is my thorough conviction, that 
this nation will soon liave nothing to boast 
of more than its late allies upon the con¬ 
tinent- , 

1 have not the vanity to suppose, that, 
with those who could chose men like the 
Dixons, who, by their city oratory, have 
notoriously gained places Ibr sons; or 
witli those who could vole for a man, who 
makes an open defence of corruption, hav¬ 
ing, at the same time, a contract for mak¬ 
ing great coats for the army water-proof; 
nor, indeed, have I the vanity to suppose, 
that any thing to be said by me is capa- 

t le of inducing one of you to do tliat 
'hich you otherwise''would not be dispos¬ 
ed to do; but, of this I am certain, that, 
unless the Common Council of Condon l)e 
composed of men ol' sound political prin¬ 
ciples, there is no ground whatever for 
your complaining of any liardsliip pro¬ 
ceeding from the government, and that, if 
every farthing of your earnings were taken 
from you in taxes, to be given to nabobs, 
contmetors, or to be thrown into the wells 
and down the mountains of Spain, you 
would not be im object of the compas-' 
sion of any rational man. You siti, in 
such case, not only against the light and 
without temptution; but, against the memo¬ 
rable example, the noble example, of your 
ancestors, jtvlio. in the cause of freedom, 
alw'ays stoocf fcTreniosl, taught the nation 
how’ to think and how to act; and who, 
whether the disjiute was decided by the 
pen or ilie sword, always prevailed. 

I am, Centlemen, Your friend, 

W CORBETT. 
Botky, Thursday, 9 Is'ov. i :-09. 


THE .lUBILEE. 

Sir ;—When it was first, iiinted th.at tiie 
day l(^ majesty entered into the 50th j 
year of his reign, w'as to ix; publicly ob¬ 
served by the country, it nattwally struck 
me, that it was to be set apart, as a day 
of Fasting and Humiliation, on account ot 
the depressed state of the country, both 
internally and externally in relation to fo¬ 
reign connections, when compared witii 
what it was wlien Oeorge the Second died. 
With this idea I was rnuidi pleifsed ; but, 
when 1 understood it->vas to be a .lubilce 
we were to celebrate, my mind filled with 
the graudeitr of such a glorious prospect. 
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• became quite entranced, and, supposing it 
to be such a Jubileo as that kept by divine 
authority among Cod’s ancient people the 
.lews, I imagined I .saw on this happy 
day consigned to ohlivioii all those laws, 
which within the last fiftj- years have treen 
enacted; to restrain the Liberty of the 
Subject, entrammel the Press, and hold in 
fetters the opinions of men :—I saw re¬ 
pealed tin? various Taxes which have in 
that period been imposed upon tlie people, 
and wliich bow down to the ground llie in¬ 
dustrious mechanic; I fancieth'l saw the 
labourer and the people in the middle 
walks of life, restored to the saiv.e happy 
state they were in fifty years ago, when 
the labour of two days procured them as 
much of the necessaries of life a.s three 
days labour yields at present ; J imagined 
1 saw children whom the priwsure of the 
times Compelled premature!v to labour for 
a scanty sustenance in cotton mills and 
other public works to tlic injury of tlieir 
health, and destruction of their morals, in- 
dulgingthemselves in innocent amusf-tnents 
ami hcalthiul recreations, their pale and 
emaciated vi.sages assuming a blythe and 
vigorous aspect, the lime they I’ormerly stole 
from sleep to learn some smattering of read¬ 
ing, devoted to itsiiatui al purpose, and (heir 
minds aroused from a state of ignormico and 
apathy, stored with soipid instruction and 
virtuous moralitv, and fittiii'T them tq be¬ 
come usel'ul membersof society,— IsiwUic 
Poor, which this war tor the deliverance of 
Europe has increased bcyoml all calcida- 
tion, diminished to a scanty few, as was 'he 
case in the reign of (ieorge the* .Second, 
and the.se decently supported by wiiat was 
w'antoniy thrown away on pampering 
courtly lords, whose service to tin* [mhlic 
consists in signing a receipt for ttieir Pen¬ 
sions.—I .saw bursting open to view a glo¬ 
rious reli'rrnation in Ireland, an oltlitcra- 
tion of religious ammosities, an E,«tablisfa- 
ment of national schools like Scotland, and 
an universal difiusioii of kiiowU-dgc and 
learning. I .saw upon this auspicious day 
the Constitution restored to its primitive 
excellence, the People reinstated in their 
just rights, every householder who paid 
direct ^Faxes for the support rtf the state 
exercising the elective franclnsc, and an 
end put to that shameful and scandalous 
trafficking of Seats in Parliament, which 
bears so striking a rcsetnhlaiice to the buy¬ 
ing and selling of cattle in a market.—I • 
fancied lhat his majesiy, to stamp with 
greater celebrity this glorious Jidnlee, •• i 
to shew the impartiality of his proceedings, 
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ordered the Privy Council Rooks to be 
brt)Ught him, and Vvith his own hand erased 
from that honoural>le and reverend bod)’’ 
the Names of those artiul and ambitious 
men, who playing upon the credulity of 
the people, raised the cry of No Popery to 
cover tlieir designs upon the Liberty of 
the Subject and the Treasure of the Coun¬ 
try, but who have since proclaimed to the 
world their own hypocrisy, by trampling 
upon all laws both human and divine.—I 
saw driven from the royal presence Jews, 
Contractors, and the whole herd of servile 
fawning beings, who neither love bis,ma¬ 
jesty nor his people; hypocrites w ho 
would join the cr^’ of No Popery in Bri¬ 
tain, and in Spain drink a speedy deliver¬ 
ance to the Roman pontiff, at whose de¬ 
graded slate every friend of true religion 
and humairity rejoices, and for which the 
prayers of the godly have for centuries 
been put up.—In fine, I saw a medal 
struck by the unanimous desire of the peo¬ 
ple in commemoration of this new era 
of happiness, having on-one side the image 
of his majesty, and on the other “ George 
the Third, the Restorer of the Purity of 
Parliament and IJclivcrcr of the People.” 
--But this pleasing dream, this enchant¬ 
ing delusion was soon exchanged for me¬ 
lancholy reflection, at limling those happy 
prospects were but phantoms of the ima¬ 
gination, which possessed neither shape 
nor I'ortn; at learning that the word Jubi¬ 
lee had lost its original meaning, and that 
by it was not mcaitt a restoration to the 
state the country was in fifty years ago, a 
deliverance from a heavy load of taxation, 
from gagging statutes, from test acts; and 
an aholkion of religious distinctions, and 
refoimatifin in parliament. But that, undcr_ 
cover ot that cheering sound, that host of 
moths and muckworms, the Jews, the Con¬ 
tractors, &c. (leeches who suck the blood 
and fatten upon the vitals of the country, 
who would, like iheir brethren in Vienna, 
and Warsaw, he ready to make a statue to 
Napoleon if in London, and hold a Jahilee 
in honour of the battle uliicb hurled from 
the tliroi\e the reigning family,) had‘pros¬ 
tituted it for other purposrs, to divert tile 
public frtafti cncjuiring into the corruption 
and peculation which enriched them, from 
investigating into the causes of the misfor¬ 
tunes attending our Expeditions, to draw 
away their attention from the enormous ex¬ 
penditure, the ertects of which we shall 
shortly feel, to drown the cries and tears 
of parents tor their children, widows for 
tfioir husbands, ahd children for their fa¬ 


thers, to give a colour of approbation and 
sanction to those men and measures which 
have reduced the country to its present 
perilous condition.—Such, then, being the 
intention of those turtle patriots and Jubi¬ 
lee makers, w'hether in Warsaw, Naples, 
V^ienna, or London, it becomes the duty 
of every true friend to his majesty and 
the country respectfully to petition his 
majesty to dismiss from his presence and 
councils for ever, all such vermin, their 
aiders and abettors, to restore parliaments 
to their constitutional duration, and to ex¬ 
tend the elective franchise to respectable 
householders; to ^punish all those vile 
peculators who rob the public; and to 
abolish religious distinctions.—Measures 
whii h would ))rove a tower of strength to 
the throne, and be its best security against 
those hurricanes and e^ntliquakcs which 
have overturned so many whose founda¬ 
tion rested not in the hearts_of the people. 

Yours, D. I. 


JACOBIN GUINEAS. 

Sill;—From the general opinion enter¬ 
tained of the phschief, arising from the 
circulation of Bank notes in lieu of gui¬ 
neas, 1 |)resuine, there must be something 
’of a truism in the position ; and yet the 
evil is either so latent, or mysterious, that 
it Boerns to puzzle our most able calcula¬ 
tors, to establish the fact. To smootho 
the way, your correspondent, Mr. Thomas 
Bernard, has entered into suaie df th« 
elementary princi|)le3 of-exchange and bar¬ 
ter, in the statement of which he seems 
tolerably clear; but he, as well as many 
other gentlemen, who have liaijdled the 
subject, stops at the very point m ques¬ 
tion ; vfz., that the circulation of paper 
or bank notes is injurious to commerce. 
Mr. Bernard observes that, if the quantity 
of cash and bank notes are together more 
than sufficient fur the purposes of our 
commerce, the one or the other will dis¬ 
appear here as a superfluous cumn||dity ; 
and, that as the intrinsic value of the gui¬ 
nea, is greater than that of the note, the 
former will be hoarded in preference to 
the latter : but, yet as the accumulation 
of any commodity, whether gold or any 
thing else, must be unproductive, unless 
put in circulation, he concludes that the 
hoarder of guineas will part with them to 
foreigners', whenever the price they offer, 
proves sufficiently tempting. Now, Sir, 
1 have one question to put to Mr. Bernard, 
•which he will probably, for tHe bencilt of 
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such a tyro as myself, have the kindness 
to solve; viz. from what cause it arises, 
that there should be so great a request on 
the continent for these same guineas ? 
There was a time when guineas were 
sufliciently numerous to answer all the 
purposes of circulation here, and when 
that circulation was not interrupted by 
the seducing offers of foreigners to win 
the commodity from us; but now every 
guinea vve possess is so hunted after, and 
such baits are held out for it by our neigh¬ 
bours on the continent, thaUeven those, 
who are the loudest in their complaints 
at the scarcity of gold, are unable to re¬ 
sist the lure, and part with the last guinea, 
though the disappearance of the coin 
makes them so inconsolable. If it be 
said, that an •increased population upon 
the continent, occasions an enlarged con¬ 
sumption of the conveniences of life, and 
that the want of a circulating medium is 
proportionably increased ; would not the 
diminution of the species within the last 
50 years, from the ravages of war, be an 
answer to the assertion ? But, Sir, before 
this question, one of more curiosity than 
importance perhaps, is explained, let me 
obseiwe, that it seems a little difficult, to 
make out, how the country is injured by 
the use of bank notes in lieu of gold coin. 
It has been at all times found necessary to 
have a law prohibiting the exportation of 
the current coin of the realm. Such a 
prohibition existed in the reign of Edward 
111. The cemsequence resulting from it 
therefore is,lhat the coin of this realm 
can only be legally circulated in the king¬ 
dom. By proclamation the value of a 
guinea is declared to be 21 shillings, for 
which it must always pass current, and a 
greater value cannot be lawfully demanded 
for it. Assuming then with Mr. Bernard, 
that wheat sells for I J*. per load, what 
greater advantage would the holder of 
guineas have by paying the 1 M: in that 
coin, W'ith the assistance of a seven-shil- 
ling-pisce, than by paying for it in 14 
one-pound bank notes ? It is said that 
, bank notes are depreciated, because upon 
the continent a guinea will exchange for 
25 shillings, which 25 shillings will here 
purchase a on? pound bank note, and a 
fourth part of another. Allow the guinea 
to have this superior value on the conti¬ 
nent, is it equally valuable here^ Will the 
farmer give you 25 shillings wortlf of wheat 
for a guitiea ? No.—What then is the in¬ 
jury to the proprietor of notes The para- 
(loz, I take it, is this j all the arguments to, 


shew the depreciation, as it is called, of 
bank notes, proceed upon the ground, 
that the prices of the various articles of 
commerce are all regulated by the ^alue 
of gold; whereas I imagine in this coun¬ 
try, they are regulated by tbc value of 
bank notes. A farmer knows thatthere is 
a restriction on the exchange, by the 
bank, of coin for their notes; can a farmer 
then, when he values his wdicat^t 14/. a- 
load, be said to estimate the value in gold, 
when he knows be cannot be paid in gold ? 
Clearly not; he estimates it in bqnk notes; 
the shoemaker does the same by his shoes; 
all the commercial men in the country 
calculate by the same scale ; what injury 
then, let me ask, does either receive from 
the payment being made in bank notes ? 
I will ask Mr. Bernard, whether there is 
not some little quibble, in saying that 
notes are depreciated because guineaswill 
pass for a greater value on the Continent 
than they do here. Suppose a pair of 
shoes to be worth in England a seven shil¬ 
ling piece; the seven shilling piece 
will pass upon the Continent, but the 
shoes will not; are the shoes therefor? 
depreciated ? No, they are well made 
shoes, and will here produce the manufac¬ 
turer jieven shillings : why, then, they are 
worth to him seven shillings.—Where is 
the depreciation here? ^A commodity is 
not depreciated because one man will 
purchase it and another will nut; upon 
that principle there is nothing in existence 
but what would fall under the paradox of 
being both of its full value and depreciated 
at one and the same period. But, Sh*, let us 
for a moment, with one charm of the pen, 
dissipate all the bank notes in the country. 
Will the guinea in consequence pilrchase 
more corn of the farmer ? He will still sell 
hi.s wheat at 14/. per load, estimating a 
guinea as being of the value of one shil¬ 
ling only beyond one of those pouiid.s. 
But how, let me ask, when I have amiihi- 
laled all this machinery of paper,|,will Mr. 
Barnard, or any other strong-bodied man, 
be able to retain what guineas there are 
left in the country ? All the theatrical- 
mftnager-coadjutors; all the pugilistic 
MendoiAi tribe will never have skill enough 
to box the guinea from the continent; foip 
so long as it produces 25 shillings there, 
and only 21 heil;, or the worth of 21 shil¬ 
lings, it will take the grand-tour in spite 
of all opposition.—It will visit ail the 
courts in Europe whether allies or enemies. 
W’^ell then. Sir, having got rid of the paper 
per force; and the guineas getting rid of 
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themselves spontaneously, what substitute 
will Mr.Barnard have the goodness to invent 
for paper, which shall produce ihe holder 
more advantages than he before derived 
from *that bank note, which nobody but 
John Bull would treat with the smallest 
respect. As it is quite clear, that the 
cause which operates in giving gold that 
migrating quality vvhich it possesses at 
present, vvoiiM incline it to take- its leave 
of .bdtn Buli, though- bank notes should 
be discai iifd, some suftsutuie as u com- 
meii lal inediuin nuisi. be teiopted; and I 
( nil on!) .’ay, iluit it' Mr. Barnard could 
devise any p'la-irsui maiiulnclure to be ob- 
itiiiied vvitli the saute facility as bank 
notes, that >,vou!d pKive more productive 
and vtibaible to (be holdei-, he would en¬ 
title liiiijs<dl'to niy most unfeigned appro¬ 
bation, in which 1 am suit; 1 .should not be 
singular. That iluse ob-servalions are 
crude 1 must, admit; but that the paper 
system i.s so pernicious as is in general ap- 
prelundtd, I confe-ss 1 cannot di.seover. 
In the next letter Mr. Ba^rinird may favour 
us with, the my.stery will be probably 
unfolded. Ill the mean time, I am obliged 
to that geui-leman for the letter he has 
already written,; 1 am, bir, 3 ’^oiir obedient 
servant, W. lb 8 . 

.LiuLohi.i Inn, (klober 20. . 

MR. ‘VVArtDLE. 

Proceedings o/" the Common (’oi;nc:il of 
/Ac City (^ London, m GuHUIkUI: Fri¬ 
day, Nor. 3, 1 8 ()i). 

Mr. liEiMiiLE rose to make his pnimised 
motion, and began by assuring tiie Court, 
that ill rising to make the motion ri hich 
he was.aboul to make, he was not influ¬ 
enced by any party motive whatever.'' 
He had not e.ven coiisulied with anyone 
person as to the e\'pedicney of ilie moiion, 
or as to the mode in w hicii it miglit best 
be submil.(ed to llm Court. Ue could, 
therefore, truly say, that he was the dupe, 
oino maft or .set (if men; bethought and’ 
acted for himself, 'ihe Court woi\ld re- 
.coIIe(jt, that on the day of nu’etHig to 
which his motion referred, the 1 st day of 
August last, notice had been regularly 
given of a moiion for that day, to rescind 
the Vote of Thanks to col. Ward Ic. The 
gentleman with whom that moiion was to 
origin,ite tliought proper to abandon it, and 
, dkl upon that day absent hiin-self. With 
the absence or presence of any member 
the Court-had nothing to do. Tli,eir duty 
was to have j.»ri>ceeded tp the special- mat- 
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ter before them, for which they had been 
particularly summoned, and in their deci¬ 
sion upon that they should have rested; 
and not to have gone into the consider¬ 
ation of.other matter, unconnected with 
the special business, and concerning 
which the majority of the Court could not 
have expected any discussion w liatever. 
It was this informality of which he had to 
complain, in the proceedings of the Court 
on tile 1 st of August.-—The Resolution for 
rescinding the Voteof Tliank.sto Mr. War- 
die, was Inought I'orward for the purpo.se 
of introdueiiu; an Ameiidiiient for con- 
lirniiiig tho.se Tliaiik.s, and containing a 
long series of Res(fliiiions foreign to the 
special obj( ct of the meeting, and totally 
une.xpeetcd. He did not want to question 
the propriety or impropriety of the ori¬ 
ginal Vhite ot 'I'liaiiks to Mr. Wardle, but 
he thouglit that the gentleman win) moved 
that string- of Resolutions^ would have 
actfcd more candidly, if he lead openly' 
coinn forward and gave due notice ibr a 
future day of his intention of moving such 
Resolutions; in that case the Court would 
not, as it actually had, been taken by sur¬ 
prize. Ilis object was to vindicate the 
honour and character of the Court, which 
were impeached by proceediiig.s, in tlicir 
I nature so irregular; the Resolutions ought 
nut to be permitted to r(Mnajn' on their 
.lournals, for they had been moved and 
( allied without the due noliec. He con¬ 
cluded w'it.h moving that the Resolutions 
of the 1 st of August be expunged. (W hich 
Resolutions having been rt^aii/, 

Mr. Box rose to second the tnotion, 
vi’hich, he said, he felt great satisfaction in 
doing. On the day on which the Reso¬ 
lutions had been moved, he liad*ol)joctcd 
to theiiii hecau.se he thought it wrong to 
proceed .so hurriedly and unexpectedly^ in 
matters aflcctiiig the ministers and the 
lir.steliavacters in the country. 

Aldcrinan (.ioodiieheue said, that it 
would not be denied, that the motion 
just nuide had a tendency to censure 
the proceedings of the Court upon a Ibriner 
day'. The Gentleman who had made it 
ha,d declared that his motion was to sup¬ 
port the character and honour of the (Murt. 
There was no que.stioning: -that as.sertioii, 
nor was Ue disposed tti discredit it, but the 
Geatlemi&ii had not siiewed bow far the 
lionour and character td' the Court had 
been injused by;tbf. llcsolutUnisit was now 
proposed to rescind. Indeed, this part of 
the argument bad been given up, for the 
Gentleman had conliued himaelf iKdely to 
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the alleged informality, of which he had 
complained. The first objection seemed 
to be founded on the absence of the ori¬ 
ginal Mover. This seemed an odd ground 
of objection, lie could not understand 
why one man’s neglect of duty wa.s the rea¬ 
son w'hy another should delay discharging 
his—or if the ol^ectioii was meant to ap¬ 
ply generally, why that the Court was not 
to come to a decisioii upon any important 
(luesiion while certain Centlemen were out 
of town. A great deal had been said j 
about the necessity of a notice—did the 
Gentleman mean to say, that the notice of 
an original motion did not warrant the in¬ 
troduction of an amendment upon that 
motion when made. There had been 
formal notice of the original motion, anti 
an umcntlmeiit diad been made upon that 
moiittn, ami was carried—were the pro¬ 
ceedings of that Court to be tied down and 
confined to the letter of a notice ? [Hear ! 
hear!] Were they to be kept from ad¬ 
verting or taking advantage of any inci¬ 
dental circumstances that might usually 
arise, because such circumstances were not 
formaljy alli](h;d to in the notice ?—Were 
they to be prohibited from applying the 
remeda' to the evil, if tl;at remedy was not 
formally .set lorih in the words ol'a notic^e ? 
This would he to give a notice the lorce 
of restricting I heir powers, not of regidat- 
ing theii proceed mgs—in short, would be 
to deprive tiiem oi’ail uiscrelion. VVoidd 
the (dent leoian in the iransaettug of his 
mercantile husiness dt-prive his agent of all 
his discielion, ailfl confine him to the mere 
letter of his instr»iCtio;is Would he act so 
towanls even his .servant in an ordinary 
sage? The (ienilenian liad at;kno\vieclged 
tluit he did not wi.sh to disturb the deci¬ 
sion upon tlie justice oi’ Mr. WWdie’s 
claims on tl»e gratitude of the t.a)urt and 
the eouniry, for Ins eminent services in liie 
detection of publie abuses—if this was the 
Gentleman’s wish, what was the olyect of 
his present motion ' Did it not, in ellect, 
tend to ilisiurb that decision ? The Gentle- 


what by the communication. 'Hia opi¬ 
nions of Mr. Wardle’s services had 
changed ; this change had nothing to 4o 
with any* alleged opinion as to the inc^vi- 
dual by whom they were conferred; the 
services were the same ; but it was evi¬ 
dent that his (Mr. K.’s) opinion was not 
as unchangeable; for it would be remem¬ 
bered that that Gentleman (Mr. K.) had 
been looked up to, and with great justice 
he believed at that time, as one of the 
bioad banners oi' freedom and reform 
(a laugh), but now that Gentlemap saw no 
j necessity for change ; he wanted nothing, 

I and nothing be could want for any thing ; 

I the lines that had been once otherwise ap¬ 
plied might be justly up[>iied to him— 

“ Ko T.ord or .'squire, 

< >r Kiiigiit of the Siiire 

Liv'd lialf so well,” 

j as tlie Gentleman who wants for nothing, 
i Why the Gentleman wa.s in such haste to 
I evince tlie mistake lie had fallen into 
i about Colonel W’ardle, he could not well 
I aceomit fur, urih ss it was upon the priti- 
! ciiile-ul inakiiig Ins amauic Itonomhle to his 
; fifieiid.s on liie otliei side, for having been 
' guilty of iliiiiking for himself at their ex- 
I pence. But it could'not he doubled, 
i that tlje tendency of n e present motion 
I was, to do auiiy tlieir tribute to tbe merits 
' of Mr. Wardle. lie called on the Court 
i to consider .seriously the nature of those 
; services to wliicii it was now proposed to 
make so bad a return—was it right at 
\ such a time as ihi.s tro damp the arduirr 
; ol tliuse bone.st men vibo wc re bold enough 
1 to resist eoiiuption r Mr. W'ardlS’s ser- 
vii 1 's to the public had been of the first 
i kiiiil ; he did not hesitate to .say, that 
more benefit liad lersuhed from the seVviccit 
■ of Mr. Wardle, in ti.e last parliamentary 
j campaign, tliai: froin ail the victories by 
1 land or sea that had ors-urred during the 
I late and present w ars! Mr. W'ardie had 
I been as.sailed by the most f )ul and wanton 
, calumnies. Twm of them iie would ailvert 
! to. One was, that Mr. Wardle had not 


man wislied to remedy an informality, lire 
informality ho had not succeeded in esta¬ 
blishing ; but it was clear, tbgt if he suc¬ 
ceeded in his motion, the spirit of that mo¬ 
tion would be done away, to which he had 
acknowledged he was not hostile. Tire 
Gentleman had declared him.self not hos¬ 
tile to the motion of thanks, b&t he obvi¬ 
ously did what he could do,to restiird that 
vote. The Genlletnaa had been in the 
country for some time, and he (Mr. G.) 
was apprehensive that lie had suilered some- 


j fulfilled the engagement in whi. h he had 
I |)ledged him.self to the public, lliat of 
prosecuting Mrs. Clarke for perjury. To 
this it (vas a sufficient answer, that the 
Grand Jury had found a true Bill against 
Mrs. Clarke and others, for a Conspiracy ; 
and that they fr'und so in consaquence of 
the unquestionable proofs of perjury com- 
milted by the parties having been laid be> 
I fore them.* He asked then, if Mr. Waidle 
I could be said to have failed in his pledge ? 
1 The peijury could not be said to be proved 
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until a Jury had pronounced the final 
verdict; but still Mr. Wardle had lost no 
time, and hitherto he had acted up to the 
^ir]t, and even the letter of his pledge. 
The other objection was, bis travelling to 
tire coast in the company of Mrs. Clarke. 
The construction put on this appeared to 
him not warrantable. Mr. Wardle had in 
view a great national object: his prin¬ 
cipal instrument in effecting that was 
this woman. He could nut have been 
a stranger to her character; and he 
wished keep her out of the enemy's 
camp. The object of this journey was 
to keep her from evil communication, and 
the event proved that he succeeded. 
Mr. Wardle’s private, character secured 
him from those constructions which cer¬ 
tain persons were anxious to put upon 
his conduct in this instance. It was well 
known that Mr. Wardle was a man of 
mildest manners; that in private life he was 
distinguished for that purity so essential 
to domestic happiness, and that domestic 
happiness he enjoyed in a degree eminent¬ 
ly and enviably high.—Those who knew 
Mr. Wardle best valued him most, and 
those who knew his private life best valued 
his dome.stic happiness most, perhaps, 
most envied it. The consistency qf that 
life was the best answer to those who* 
would object to Mr. Wardle any unbe¬ 
coming motives in his tour with Mrs. 
Clarke. Mr. W. could find no public ho¬ 
nour but in promoting the true interests 
of his country, lie never could find pri¬ 
vate happiness in any way inconsistent 
with Ilfs honour as a domestic man. Mr. 
Wardle had a family and a country, 
and he never had been false to either. He 
next aHiftled to the harsh manner in which, 
he said, Mr. Wardle had been treated in 
the different stages of the process. Mr. 
Wardle, he affirmed, had been wailing 
for ten days for the due notices ; that he 
did not get them till the last of the ten, 
and thak the .liulge had in consequence 
eignified his doubt of the legality of the 
instrument. The Worthy Alderman con¬ 
cluded, bj' moving the previous question. 

Mr. Jacks . .said he must either hsh-e 
misunderstood the notice given* by the 
Worthy Member, or his motion did not 
relate to the merits or demerits of Mr. 
Wardle ; it related merely to the questions 
then for the. first time introduced in the 
• Resolutions novv sought to be rescinded. 

Mr. Kemble said, all he wished was, let 
the Worthy Alderman give notice of the 
propositions contained m his Resolutions, 


and then he should argue them, but not 
till then. 

Mr. Jacks continued—It was not till the 
first notice of the present motion had been 
sent to the different Members of the Court, 
that* he had read the Resolutions now 
under consideration. He should now take 
the liberty of discussing those Resolutions, 
paragraph by paragraph, and should con¬ 
sider, first, if they were founded in fact: 
secondly, if it was expedient for the Court 
to have adopted them. As to the merits 
of Mr. Wardle, he had nothing to say in 
opposition to them; the Court had come 
to an unanimous vote on the subject, and 
he saw nothing in the trial which ought 
to induce them to alter that decision. 
Some of the paragraphs of the Resolu¬ 
tions which the Court'had lately passed 
seemed to him to require serious consi- 
deratioQ. In the second paragraph it was 
alledged, that the abuses.complained of 
ha'd extended to the disposal of Church 
preferments. 'Now, he submitted, that no 
detection of the kind could be Ihirly at¬ 
tributed to Col. Wardle. Mention had, 
indeed, been made of a Dr. 0‘Mear,a, and 
of a wretched parson of the name of 
Beazley, who wrote in favour of “ No 
Popery but their cases were far from 
warranting the charge of the corrupt dis¬ 
posal of Church preierments. The Court, 
therefore, was without proof on this point. 
The Resolution then went on to implicate 
Lord Castlereagh, -Mr. Perceval, and Mr. 
H. Wellesley, in the corrupk^and illegal 
traffic charged in the liesulution, and 
quoted the words of the Speaker of the 
Hou.se of Commons on that subject. Now, 
he took it to be an established principle 
of British justice, that criminality must 
bo proved before it could be taken as 
granted. Here charges had been brought 
forward ; but, certainly, no proof had been 
adduced in support of them. He then 
turned to the Morning Chronicle of the 
7th June, and from thence quoted the 
words used by the Speaker, which, be 
contended, applied not to the then actual 
state of the House of Commons, but sim-, 
ply to declare, that, if the practice which 
he there referred to should at any time 
become prevalent, " it would bring a 
greater scandal upon the Parliament and 
the Nation than this Country had ever 
known since Parliament had an existence." 
In the following part of the paragraph in 
which reference is made to Lords Castle¬ 
reagh and Clancarty, he cordially agreed, 

, and declared, that in Parllatnentary llifr* 



725] 

tory he had not read a more direct inter¬ 
ference in the disposal of Seats in Parlia¬ 
ment. When the Worthy Alderman how¬ 
ever, went on to state that the House of 
Commons, by its conduct, “ had recognized 
and acknowledged the c:oirupt intluence 
under which it had been called together, 
and exercised itsi functions,” he could not 
help thinking, that he had greatly gone 
beyond that line of respect to Parliament 
which it was his duty to have observed. 
Did the worthy Alderman mean to say, 
that the Members for the City of London; 
that those for the City and Liberties of 
Westminster, that those for the County of 
Middlesex—or that those for the Borough 
of Southwark, were returned through cor¬ 
rupt influence } He admitted, that there 
were Boroughs which were, corrupt, hut 
the ResoluticiT, as it stood, conveyed a 
charge of a simila,r nature against the 
whole House of Commons. Ko man, he 
declared, detested corruption more than he 
did. He hoped, too, there was no man had 
a greater deiesiatlon of vice, taken in an 
abstract sense. He believed corruption to 
be as udtcrctil in Public Bodies, as vict; 
was in the mind of man. Eacli of ilu sc, 
tlicrefore, required every elfurt that could 
be used to restrain, if riot to eradicate 
them. Corruption, like the vicious habit.s 
of the mind, when they got beyond cer¬ 
tain bound.s, led on to evils which again 
naturally produccil disease. This, wo 
would find, bad been -the case in every 
age. Lord ^con, the Father of Modern 
I'hiio.sopliy, was'guilty of receiving bribes, 
as I.orei Chancellor. It had been found 
as early after the Revolution as the year 
1091., by a Committee of tlie House of 
Commons, that 90,000/. bad been spent in 
bribes, for the purpose of insuriilg the 
passing of a Bill, 'i’o Sir J. Trevor, the 
then Speaker, 1,000/. had been given, who 
was so much ashamed, that be. aftei wards 
ab.sented himself from the House. At the 
same time the House of Commons im¬ 
peached the Duke of Leeds for receiving 
a bribe of 5,000/. on the same account. 
Sir W. Pulteney declared,in his time, that 
corruption had come to so high a pitch in 
the Slate, that our Constitution could not 
long stand. Tiiirty years, however, had 
since elapsed, and we still remained as en¬ 
tire and unbroken as at the moment the 
words were spoken. Sir W. \Vindliam 
had declared in ITTO, that Jie had alluded 
to the corrupt state of our Boroughs, and 
yet the present Resolution held out only 
200 Seats in Parliament as being depend- 
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ent on the Government. It appeared, 
therefore, that we were not now so cor¬ 
rupt as we were then. It was not his 
wish to screen corruption. The public 
mind, however, was too much worked 
on. Who had discovered Lord Melville, 
Davi.son, Jones, &c. ?—Committees of the 
House of Commons—of that very Body 
here declared to be so corrupt in its form¬ 
ation, and in the discharge of its func¬ 
tions. The worthy gentleman proceeded 
to the other parts of the Resolution, and 
by again referring to the Mornigg Chro¬ 
nicle, argued that the idea of a Public Of¬ 
fice for the Sal» of Offices was absurd, and 
Its detection not attributable to Mr. War- 
dle. He also referred to Mr. Wardle's 
lirojected diminution of the army, and 
contended that thiswas a proposition high¬ 
ly inexpedient and injurious to the coun¬ 
try at such a period. On these grounds, 
he thought the majority of the paragraphs 
of the Ue.solution not exactly correct. He 
presumed the worthy alderman had meant 
the whqje rather as notes for a speech, 
than as the digested words of a Resolu¬ 
tion. The question then was, if these 
were only crude and unsupported aver¬ 
ments, ought they, without proof, to re¬ 
ceive the sanction of that corporation? 
He called on every man who detested 
anarchy and confusion—-pn all those who, 
were tlic friends of rational liberty, to re¬ 
flect how this country could exist, if, as 
the Resolution seemed to imply, no confi¬ 
dence was to be placed in any of their 
public men. If so, what remained for 
them but to resolve into their crude state, 
and take the government into their own 
hands; or, like other States, to come 
under the dominion of a Foreign Power. 
Gentlemen talked of the changes in the 
opinions of men ; but was this peculiar to 
the present day ? Had not Pitt been the 
greatest Reformer, and did he not after¬ 
wards change iiis -opinion? Mr. Fox co- 
alc.seed with Lord North, and calied him 
his N’olile Friend. Mr. Burke, too, had 
changed his opinions; and why should 
this be conceived such a crime at present,. 
He was decidedly of opinion, that there 
was now’ more danger from the inroads of 
the People, than from the prerogative of 
the Crown. (To be continued.) 
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Austhii. —Treaty qf Peace between Franc* 
and Austria, Grt. 15, 1S09. 

Napoleon, by the Grace of God, and 
the Constitution pf the Empire, Emperor 
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of the Er^nciii ^Cing of Italy, Protector of Spain, his Majesty the King of Holland, 
llie League of the Rhine, &c. Having his Majesty the King of Naples, his Ma- 
seen and considered the Treaty concluded, Jesty the King of Bavaria, his Majesty the 
detfrinined, and signed at Vienna, on the King of Wirtemburg, his Majesty the King 
14th of this month, by the Sieur Nonipere of Saxony, and his Majesty the King ot 
de Champagny, our Minister for Foreign Westphalia, his Most Eminent Highness 
AHgirs, in virtue of the full powers to that the Prince Primate, their Royal Highnesses 
end given him by us, and tlie Prince John the Grand Duke of Baden, the Grand Duke 
of Lichtenstein, Marshal of the Armies ol' of Berg, the Grand Duke of Hesse-Darni- 
his Majesty tlie Emperor of Austria, stardt, the Grand Duke of Wurtzburg, and 
equally provided with full powers—which all the Princes and MeinVtersof the Leagiu 
Treaty is of the following tenor;— of the Rhine, the Allies, in the present 

flis jVlajesty the Emperor of the war, of his Majesty the Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, Protector /)f the French, King oi Italy, Protector of the 
Ixagne of the Rhine, Mv' diator of the la.>ague of the Rhine. 

League of Switzerland; and his Majesty 111. His Maje.sty the Emperor of Atis- 
the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary tria. King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
and Bohemia, ht'ing equally animated cedes, as well for himself, his heirs and 
with the desire of putting an end to the successors, as for the Prinees of his House, 
war which has arisen between them, have their heirs and respective Successors, the 
resolved to negociate forthwith a Detiiii- |)rincipalities, lordships, domains, and 
tive Treaty of Peace, and Ibr that purpose territories, hcrein-after jnentioiied, and 
have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries also all titles which may accrue from the 
namely :—lifs Majesty the Emperor of possession of the same; and all proper- 
the Fi-ench, King of Italy, Protector of ties, whether manorial or held by them 
the League of the Rhine, the Sieur Jean under an especial title, lying within the 
Baptiste Nompere Count de Champagny, sakl territories. 

Duke of Cadore, (irand Eagle Bearer of 1. He cedes and transfers to hit 
the Legion of Honour, Commander of the Majesty the Emperor of the French, to 
Order of the Iron (irow ii, Knight.of the I'orm a part of the League of the Rhine, 
f>ider of St. Andrew of Russia, (irand and to be placed at his disposition for the 
Dignitary of that of iheTwoSicilies, Grand interest of the Sovereigns of the League : 
Cross of the Orders of the Black and Red —The territories of Saltzburgh and Berch- 
Eagles of Prussia, of the Order of St. Jo- tolsgaden ; that f)art of Upper Austria, 
seph of Wurtzburg, of the Order of Fi- situate on the further side of a line run- 
delity of Baden, of the Order of Hesse ning from the Danube, at jjje village of 
■Darmstadt, bis said ]\laje.sty’s Minister for Straas, therein conipreKehding Weissen- 
Foreigh Aflairs ; and bis Majesty the Em- kirch, Wedersdortl’ Michelbach, Greisi, 
peror of Austria, King of Hungary and MuckenhoHen, Heist and Jedina; thence 
Bohemia, the Sieur Prince John of Lich- in the direction of Schwandstadt, the 
teaste*n,Knightof the Order of the Golden town of Schwandstadt on the’Aller, and 
Fleece, Crand Cross of the Order of Maria thcnc6 ascending along the bank of that 
Theresa, ('hamberlain. Marshal of the Ar- river, and the lake of the same name, to 
naies of his said Majesty the Emperor of the point where the lake touches upon the 
Austria, and Proprietary Commander of a territory of Siiltzburg.—His Majestj' the 
Regiment of Horse in his service.—Who Emperor of Austria shall only retain in 
having •previously exchanged their full property the Woods belonging to the 
powers, hav« agreed upon the following Salz-Cammer-Gut, and forming part of the 
Articlesmanor of Momlsee, with liberty to cut 
Art. I. I’here shall, from the day of and carry thence the brushwood, but 
the exchange bl the ratifications of \he without enjoying any right of Sovereignty 
present Treaty, be peace and friendship upon that territory.—2. He also cedes to 
between his Majesty .the. Rniperor of the his Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
French King of Italy, Protector of the King of Italy, the County of Goritia, the 
League of the Rhine, an J his Majesty the Manor* of Montcfalcone, the Government 
Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and and City* of Trieste, Carniola, with its 
' Bohemia, their Heirs and Successors, their dependencies «n the Gulf of Trieste, the 
States and Subjects respectively, tV>r ever. Circle ofWillach, in Cariiithta, and all the 
II. The present peace is also declared territories lying on the right bank of the 
to be congium to his Majesty the King of « Save, from the point whefe that rivet 
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leaves Carniola, along its course to where 
it touches the frontiers of Bosnia; namely 
a part of Provincial Croatia, six districts 
of Military Croatia, Piiniie, and the Hun¬ 
garian Littoraie, Austrian Istria, or the 
district of Castua, the islands depending 
on the ceded territories, and all other 
territories, howsoever named, upon the 
right bank of thc'Savc ; the middle stream 
of the said river serving as the boundary 
between the two States.—Lastly, the 
Lordship of Radzuns lying in the Oiaii- 
bunde.rland.—3. He cedes and makes 
over to his Maje.sty the King of Saxony, 
the territory of Bohemia depending upon, 
and included in the territory of the King¬ 
dom of Saxony, namely, the parishes and 
villages of Cuntersdorfl) Taubantranke, 
Gerlochsheim, Lenkersdorf, Schirgiswald, 
Winkel, See .—He cedes and makes over 
to the King of Saxony, to be united to 
the Duc hy of Warsaw, the' whole of Wes- 
t(!r or New (iailicia, a district round 
Cracow, on Ihc^ right bank of the Vistula, 
to Ite hereafter ascertained, and the Circle 
of Zaciosc in I'lastern tJallicia.—The dis¬ 
trict round Cracow, upon the right bank 
ol' the* Vistula, shall in the direction of 
Podgiuze, have for its circiuviference the 
distance from I’odgorze to Wieliczka. The 
line of deinarkation shall pass through 
Wieliczka,. and to the westward touch 
upon Scavvina, and to the eastward upon 
the Beek, which falls into the Vistula at 
Brzdegy.—Wieliczka and the whole of 
the territory of the Salt-pits shall belong 
in common.^tr -■-i.ihc Emperor of Austria, 
and the King of Saxony. Justice shall i 
be administered therein in the name of the | 
Municipal Power ; (here sliall be qiiar- j 
tered theite only the troops m^icessary for j 
the support of the Police, and they shall ] 
consist of ecpial nnuibers of those of hoth 
nations. The Austrian Salt from Wie- ! 
liezka, in its conveyance over the. Vistula, 
and through the Duchy of War.saw, shall 
not be subject to any toll-duties. Corn ol 
all kinds, raised in Austrian Gallicia, may 
also be freely exported across the Vistula. 
—His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
•and hi.s Majesty the King of Saxony, may 
form such an arrangemeni with regard to 
these boundaries, as that the Save, from 
the pointw’here it touches upon the Cirr ic 
of Zamosc, to its eonfluence with Hit- 
Vistula, shall serve as the of deiua'- 
cation betweeii both states.—5. ^He cedes 
and makes over to his Majfesty t he ]:mpe- 
for of Ru.ssia, in the easterinost part of 
^ialHcia, a tjact of territory con’aming a 


population' of 400,000 souls, the city of 
Brodi being, nevertheless, not thefein itt- 
cluded. This territory shall be amicably 
ascertained by Commissioners on the part 
of both Empires. 

IV. The Teutonic Order having been 
abolished in the States of the League of 
the'Rhine, his Majesty the Emperor of 
Austria, in the name of his Imperial High¬ 
ness the Archduke Anthony, abdicates the 
Grand Mastership of that Order in his 
States, and recognizes the dispositions 
taken with regard to the properly of the 
Order, locally situated out of lhe«Austrian 
territory. Pensions shall be assigned to 
those who have been on the civil establish¬ 
ment of the Order. 

V. The debts funded upon the territory 
of the ceded provinces and allowed by 
the Slates of the .said provinces, or ac¬ 
cruing from expellees incurred for their 
Admini.stration, shall alone follow the fate 
of those provinces. 

VI. 'I’lie |)rovinc(s which are to be re¬ 
stored to his Maje.sty the Emperor of 
Austria,•shall be lulmiiiistcrod for his be¬ 
hoof by llie Austrian (ionstituti'd Autfio- 
rities, from the day of cxr hanging the 
Ratification of the present Treaty ; and the 
Imperial Domains, wheresoever situated, 
from the bst of November next. It is 

j*nevertheless understood, that the French 
j army in this country shall lake for their 
j use whatever articles cannot be; supplied 
j by Ibeir magazines for tbe subsistence of 
I the troops and the wants of the hospitals; 
and also whatever shall be necessary for 
the conve 5 'ance of their sick, ^nd the 
evacuation of tlie magazines. — An ar¬ 
rangement shall be made betw'ecn the 
High Contracting Parlies respectiiig,all war 
contributions, of w liateve.r dehomihatioii, 
previously imposed on the Austrian pro¬ 
vinces occupied,by the French and allied 
troops ; in eonseijnence of which arrange¬ 
ment the levying of the said contriinjtions 
shall cease from tbe day of the excliange 
of the Ratifications. * 

VJI. His Majesty” the Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, engages to give no 
oksLi uciion to the im|)ortation or expor¬ 
tation vf merchandize into and from Aus- 
j tria. by way of the |)ort of Finm ■; thi.s, 
I nevertheless, not .being eonstree.l to in- 
I eliJilc English g<>ods or m.- nufaetores. The 
I fr.ansii duties on the goorls tliu.s iniported 
or exported, shall be lower tlian iipon 
those of. all other nation.s, tha kingdom 
of Italy excepted. An inquiry ,shall be 
iitpiitutei!, to ascertain wb.ether i'liy ad- 
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vantages can be allowed to the Austrian- 
trade, in the other ports ceded by this 
Treaty. 

VIII. The titles of domains, archives, 
plans and maps of the countries, towns, 
and fortresses ceded, shall be given up 
within two months after the period of the 
llatification. 

IX. His Majesty the Emperor of Aus¬ 
tria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, en¬ 
gages to discharge tlie yearly interest, 
arrears, and capitals, invested in securities 
of the Gevernment, States, Bank, Lottery, 
or other public establishments, by subjects, 
companies, or corporate bodies in Frgnce, 
the Kingdom of Italy, and the Grand 
Duchy of Berg—Measures shall also be 

, taken, to completely liquidate the sum 
due to Mont St. Theresa, now Mont Na¬ 
poleon, at Milan. 

X. liis Majesty the Emperor of the 
French engages to procure a full and 
complete pardon for the inhabitants of 
the Tyrol and Voralberg, who have taken 
a part in the insurrection; so that they 
shall not be prosecuted cither in person or 
property.—His Majesty the Emperor of 
Austria equally engages to grant a full 
and complete pardon to those inhabitants 
of the territories of Galticia, of which he 
returns into possession, whether ci,vil or 
military, public officers, or private indi¬ 
viduals, who have taken part in the levying 
of troops, or the Ibrrnation of judicial or 
municipal' administrations; or in any 
other proceeding whatsoever during the 
war, which inhabitants shall not be prose¬ 
cuted in their persons or property.—They 
shall haVe permission, during a period of 
.six years, to dispose of their properties, 
of whatever description they may be; to 
sell thfew estates, even those that hav^ 
been considered inalienable, such as Jide% 
commissa and wnjoratus; to leave thecountry, 
and to carry with them the produce of 
these sales, in specie, or efierts of any 
other description, without paying any 
duty for ^he same, or experiencing any 
difficulty or obstruction.—'Fhe same per¬ 
mission, and for the same period, shall be 
reciprocally allowed to the inhabitants and 
landholders in the territories ceded by tfie 

£ resent treaty.—The inhabitants 'of the 
lutchy of Warsaw, possessing lauded 
estates in Austrian Gallicia, whether pub¬ 
lic officers or private individuals, shall 
«njoy tlie revenues thereof, without, pay- 
• ing any duty thereon, or experiencing any 
obstruction. 

XI. Within six weeks, from the ex-^ 


change of the present Treaty, posts .shall 
be erected, to mark the boundtfries of Cra« 
cow, upon the right bank of the Vistula. 
For this purpose there shall be nominated 
Austrian, French, and Saxon Commis¬ 
sioners.— The same measures shall be 
adopted within the same period upon the 
frontiers of Upper Austria, Saltzburgli, 
Willach, and Carniola, as far as the Saave. 
The Thalweg (stream) of the Saave shall 
determine what islands of that river shall 
belong to each power. For this purpose 
French and Austrian Commissaries shall 
be nominated. 

XII. A military Convention shall be 
fortliwith entered into, to regulate the re¬ 
spective periods within which the various 
provinces restored to his Maje.sty the Em¬ 
peror of Austria shall he evacuated. The 
said Convention shall be adjusted on the 
basis, that Moravia shall be evacuated in 
fourteen days; that part of Gallicia which 
remains in possession of Austria, the city 
and district of Vienna, in one month; 
Lower Austria in two monllis; and the re¬ 
maining districts and territories not ceded 
by this Treaty shall he evacuated by the 
French troops, anti those of their alli/is, in 
two months and a half, or earlier if pos¬ 
sible, from the exchange of the ratihea- 
lions.—This Convention shall regulate all 
that relates to the evacuation of the hospi¬ 
tals and magazines of the French army, and 
the entrance of the Austrian troops into 
the territories evacuated by the French or 
their allies; and also tlie evacuation of 
that part of Croatia ceded bj ^the present 
Treaty to his Majesty th^Emperor of the 
French. 

XIII. The prisoners of war taken by 
France and her Allies from Austria, and 
by Austria from France and her Allies, 
that bate not yet been released, shall be 
given up within fourteen days after the 
exchange of the ratifications of the pre- 
■sent Treaty. 

XIV. His Majesty the Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, Protector of the 
League of the Rhitie, guarantees the in¬ 
violability of the pos.sessions of his Ma¬ 
jesty the Emperor of Austria, King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, in the state in 
which the 3 r shall be, in consequence of 
the present Treaty. 

XV. His Majesty the Emperor of Aus¬ 
tria recognizes all the alterations which 
have taken* place, or may subsequently 
take placd in Spain, Portugal, and Italy. 

XVI. His Majesty the Empefor of Au.s- 
tria, desirous to co-operate in the restora- 

t' 

« 
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tion of a piaritime peace, accedes to the 
prolHbitory'»system with respect to Eng¬ 
land, adopted by France and Russia, du¬ 
ring the present Maritime War. His Im¬ 
perial Majesty shall break off all inter¬ 
course with Great Britain, and, with re¬ 
spect to tile English government, place 
himself in the situation lie stood in pre- 
viotis to the present war. 

XVII. His Majesty the Emperor of the 
French, King of Italy, and his Majesty 
the limperor of Auslna, King of Hungary 
and Bohemia, shall observe, with respect 
to each other, the same ceremonial in re¬ 
gard to rank and other points of elitjucUe, 
as before the present war^ 

XVIII. The Ratifications of the present 
Treaty shall be exchanged within six days, 
or .sooner, if possil)lc. 

Done and signed at Vienna, Oct. 1 -t, 1809. 

(Signed)J. 15. N()Mi*kre de Ciiaimi*agny. 

John Prince of LicnTrN.sTEiN. 

We have ratified, and hereby ratify tlie. 
above Treaty, in all and every of the ar¬ 
ticles tliercin contained ; declare the same 
to be adopted, confirmed, and established j 
and engage tliat llic same shall be main- 
tained'inviolable.—In confirmation where¬ 
of we,have hereto affixed our signature, 
with our own liand, being countersigned 
and sealed with our Imperial Seal.—Given 
at our Imperial Camp at Scliocnbrunn, 
Oct. l.% 1809. (Signed) -Napoleon. 

By the Emperor. —Champagny, Mini¬ 
ster for Foreign Adairs.—M. B. Maket, 
Minister Secretary of State. 

Certified b\ -v*, The Arch-Chancellor 
of State, Eugene Napoleon. 


COBBETT’S 

COMPLETE COI.LECTION■ QF 

Slate Trials: 

To be completed in Thirty-Six Monthly 
Parts, forming Twelve large Volumes in 
Royal Octavo. 

The Twelfth Part of the above Work 
will be published on Friday the 1st of De- 
iemher. One Part will appear, with the 
greatest regularity, on the first of each 
•ucceeding Month. Those Subscribers 
who have expressed their intention of 
taking the Work in Quarterly Volumes, 
are respectfully informed that the Fourth 
Volume will be ready for delivery at the 
liame time.—-In order to rethove all profes- 
<ionaI doubts, as to how far this new and 


enlarged Edition of the State Trials may, 
w’ith safety, be cited as authority in the 
Courts, and relied on as of equal authenti¬ 
city with the former, I think it right to 
state, that it is intended to be a literal tran¬ 
script of the last edition, as far as that 
edition extends; that where I have in¬ 
serted fuller and better reports of any Cases, 
or of any parts of Cases, thfe text of the 
old Edition will nevertheless be retained ; 
and that the new matter will be distin¬ 
guished in a manner not to be mistaken, 
and be distinctly pointed out in the Table 
of Contents to each Volume.—In,the last 
Volume will also be given w'iiat I call a Pa¬ 
rallel Index, consisting of two Columns; 
in the first of which will be inserted, in 
their order, the numbers of all the Pages 
in the last Edition ; and in the other, cor¬ 
respondent figures shewing in what Vo¬ 
lume and Page of the present Work the 
conteiit.s of each Page of the last Edition 
will be found; by means of which Pa¬ 
rallel Index, the place in this Work of any 
pas.sage occurring in the last Edition, may 
he ascei^laincd with nearly as much ease 
and expedition as if the paging of that 
Edition were preserved; which, it is ob¬ 
vious, w'ould be perfectly impracticable, 
considering the valuable mass of new mat¬ 
ter to be introduced. 

* To such Gentlemen as may happen to 
be in possession of curious Trials, or of 
documents relating to Trials of the de¬ 
scription of those to be contained in this 
Work, I shall be much obliged for a com¬ 
munication of them. If the document, or 
paper, whether in print or manuscript, be 
requested to be preserved, great cafe shall 
be taken of it. 

Of the 1S5 Trials or Proceedings of 
which the first Four Volumes consist, 
ei^hii/-nmc never before came into any 
Collection. The following is a list of the 
articles conlained in the Fourth Volume; 

The Ne'v Matter is marked [A']. 

Proceedings in Parliament a<minst lolin Lord 
Fincli, Baron of Fordwich, Lord K.eei:er, for High 
Treason, a. d. 1640. 

l.$2. Proceedings in Parliament against Dr. John 
Casin, a Delinquent, 1640. [N.] 

1.5.1. Proceedings against Dr. Matthew Wren, Bi¬ 
shop of Ely, on an Impeachment for High Crimes 
and Misdemeanois, 1640. [N.] 

154. Proceedings in Parliament against Sir Francis 
Windsbaiik, KntA Secretary of State, for High 
Crimes and Misdemeanors, 1640. [N.] 

1.55. Proceedings against Sir George Ratcliff, Kht. 

on an Impeachment for High Treason, 1640. [N.] 
156. ImpeEfbliinent of Sir Richard Bolton, Knt. 
I/ird Chanccllw of Ireland; Dr. John Bnuoahall, 
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liOrd Bishop of Derry; Sir Gf^mrd Lowther, Knt- nS. Proceertinifs against Mr. TotnklnSi Mr. Wal- 
Loid Chief .litstipa of the Common Pleas ; and ler, Mr. Challouer, and others, before a Council 

Sir George Ratcliffe, Knt. before the House of of War, for a Plot against the Parliament, 164:]. 

Ixirds in Ireland, 1641. . . * » 

ISI. Proceedings against .Tobn GiKidmaii, a .Semi- l"3. The Trial of Connor Lord Maegnire, at the 
nary Priest, cobdemned for High Treason, 1641. King’s Bench, for High Treason, iii being con- 
pj.] cerued in the Irish Massacre, 164.5. ■ 

158. Proceedings against Twelve Bishops; name- l'i4. Proceedings upon a Charge of Breach of the 
ly, Dr. .lohu Williams Archbishop of York, Dr. Trust reposed in them by the Parliament, pre- 

Thomas Moreton Uisho))of Durham, Dr. Robert fei*red against Mr. Hollis and Mr. Whitelocke by 

Wriglit Bishop of Coventry and Litchfield, Dr. the Lord Savils, 1645. [N.^ 

•Toseph Hall Bishop of Norwich, Dr. .Tohn Owen IT5. The Trial of Sir Robert Spotiswood, Presi- 
fiishiip of .St. .4saph, Dr. Robert Skinner Bishop dent of the College of .fustice in Scotland, and 

of OxfonI, Dr. William Piers Bishop of Rath and Secretary there to King Charles 1. fojr High 

Wells, Dr. George Coke Bishop of Hereford, Dr. Treason, in the Parliament held at St. An- 

. Matthew Wren Bishop of Ely, Dr. Godfrey Good- draws, Nove mber, December, and January, 

man Bisiiop of Gloucester, Dr. John Warner Bi- 1645. 

shop of PeterlKironglV, and Dr. Morgan Owen Bi- 136. The several Informations, Examinations, and 
• , shop of Llaudafr, upon an Accusation of High Contossion.s of the Witches, arraigned and con- 

Treason, 1641. [N.] derailed at the Sessions holden at Chelmsford, ir 

1,19. Proceedings, by the King's Command, upon the County of Essex, before the Right lion. Ro- 

Charges of High Treason and other High Misde- heit F.arl of Warwick, and scveial of his Ma. 

meanors, against Lord Kimboltori and Five Mem- jestv's Justices of the Peace, 1645. fN.] 

bers of the House of Commons; namedy, Mr. 133. Proceedings against Eleven-Members of the 
llcnzd Hollis, Sir Arthur Haslerig, Bart. Mr. John House.of Commons, viz. Denzil Hollis,.Esq. Sii 

Pym, Mr. John Hainpdcnr and Mr. William Philip Stapleton, SirWm. ]«wis. Sir .Tolin Clot- 

Strode, 1041. [N.] worthy. Sir Win. IValler, Sir Jn. Maynard, Knts 

J60. Proceedings in Parliament agaiast James • Major-fieneral Massey; Mr. Glynn, Recortlei 
Duke of Richmond, as a Malign.ant and an Evil of London; Walter Long, Esq. Colonel Edwari 

Counsellor to the King, 1641-‘J. [N.] Harley, and Anthony Nicholls, Esq. charged bj 

161. Proceedings against Sir Fslward Herbert, Knt. Sir Thomas Fairfax and his Army', tohcDelin. 

the King’s Attorney General upon an Impeach- qiients, 1647. [NJ 

tnenl for High Crimes and Misdemeanors, Ihi'i. 138. The Case of David Jenkins, Esq. a W’elcli 
[N J Judge, fur puldi.shing Seditious Rooks, ''and foi 

162. Impeachment of George Ixird Jlighv, eldest passing Sentence of Death on Persons for not as- 

Son of the'Earl of Bristol, for High Treason, sisting against the Parliament, 1647. [N.] 

1642. [N.] ,, 139. Two .ludgments of the Lords as.sembled ir 

16.1. Impeachment of Mr. George Beiiyon, Citizeq Parliament' against ./olin Morris, alias Poy'ntz 

of London, for contriving a Petition against the Mary his Wife, Isabel Smith, Jaionard Darby, 

Ordinance for the Militia, 1642. fN.] and .lolin Marri.s, for forging, framing, and pub- 

164. Impeachment of Sir Edward Dering, Knt. fur li.shing a Copy of a protended Act of T’arliamciit. 

High Crimes and Misdemeanors, 1642. [N.] 1643. 

165. Proceedings against Sir Richard Gurney, Knt. ISO. Proceedings nppn a Charge of High Treasor 

and Bart, Lord Mayor of Ixmdon, on an Impeaidi- aj;:ai;,st Sir .John Gayre, Knight, Mayor of tin 

ment of High Crimes and Misdemeanors, 1642. City oflaindon; Thomas C alhiivC .‘VIderman, an, 

I one of the Sheriffs of London ; and James Runce 

166. Article,s of Impeachment against Sir Thomas JoliU T,atigtiam, Tliomas Adams, Aldermen o: 

Gardiner, Recorder of the City of London, fir London, for eountenanciiig and .ihetting Forci 

High Crimes and Misdemeanors, A. D. 1642. [N.J and 'I'uimilts against the House of Commons, 

163. impeachment of Henry Hastings, fcq. (sc- 1643.- [N. J • 

cond Son to the Earl of Hnntiiigdon), Sir Ric’Wird 181. Proceedings ngaiti.st the Seven T..ords, name. 
Halford, Sir .lolm Bale, and John Pate, Esq. for !y, .Vdiii Earl of Suffolk, Finneis T.ond Wil 

High Crimes and Misdemeanors, 1642. [N.j longhby of Pailiani, Joliu land llunsden, Wil- 

168. impeachnient of James Lord Strange, for liam Lord .Maynard, Tlieobald Fail of f.incoln 

High Treason, a. d. 1642. [.V.J George Lord Rerkeley, and James F-irl of Mid- 

Id?. Proceedings against the Nine Lords at York ; diesex, upon an Impeachment of High Treason 

namely, Spenser Karl of .Northampton, W^illiaiii for levying War a. 2 ainst the King, Parliament 

Earl oBDevonshire, Henry liavl of Dover, Hehi y and Kingdom, 1647. [N.] 

Earl of Monmontli, Charles Lord Howard of 182. The Trial of Charles Stuart, King of Eng 
(fharltbn, Robert Lord Kicli, (Aiarles Lord Grey of land, before the High Cotirt of Justice, for HigI 
Riithven, Thomas Lord Coventry, and Arthur Treason, 1649. 

Lonl Cain*!,^ for High Crimes and Misdemeanors, 186. The Trial of James Duke of Hamilton am 
164'i. fN.] , ' Earl of Cambridge, befere the High Court of Jus 

170. The Trial of Colonel Nathaniel Fiennes, he- lice, for High Treason, 1649. 
fore a Council of War at .St. Alban’s, for cow- 184. Pnax'cdings against the Karl of Holland 
ardty surrendering Hie City and Castle of Bristol, the Farl of Norwich, Lord CapCl, and Sir Johi 

1643. • Owen 1 for High Treason, 1651. [N.] 

131. 'I'lie Trial of Dr. William T.aiul, Archbishop 18.5. Tlic Trial of Lieutenant-Colonel. John Lil 
of (intefbiiry., for High Treason, 1640, 1644. buriie, |br High Treason, 1649. 
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“ The Jubilee was celebrated nt the Isle of Walcheren teith as much festivity as in any part of his 
“ Majesty's dominions. At 11 o’clock in the forenoi-n General Don, with all the General Officers, arid 
“ many of the principal inMtbilants, imicl their respects to Sir Eyre Coote at the palace. In every qnar* 
“ ter of the Island the troops fired three vollics at noon; and at one all the ships fired a royal salute. 
“ After all the general officers, the public functionaries, and principal iiihabiCants had paid tlieir re- 
“ speots to Sir Eyre Coote, they attended him in procession to the great Church, where detachments of 
“ the 8 Uegiments in Middleburgh, with their colours, went also. At five Sir Eyre entertained a most 
“ numerous party to dinner at Middleburgh. Admiral Otway also gave a sumptuous entertainment on 
“ board the Ciesar. In the evening there was a grand display of Fireworks at Middleburgh.” 

Morning Post, No» 6, 1809. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Austria. -The Treaty of Peace be¬ 

tween this power and France, which will 
be found at page 72(> of the preceding 
sheet, may be said to put an end to Austria 
as a military power ; because, though she 
will have some military means left, those 
means, from her situation, can. never be 
employed, with any effect, against France. 
In fact, the thing, to which I have just I 
referred, called a Treaty of Pence, is nothing 
more’than a list of the .several things which 
ISapoleon takes from Fei|||[^is, who, a.s it 
were in mere mockery, is permitted to 

retain his titles. -This fall of Austria 

will have* no good effect upon the old 
governments, which are, as yet, unsub¬ 
dued. Like the silly birds, known to 
those who have been in the Northern Seas, 
they will pursue their’ old courses. No¬ 
thing will lit r. =’*i(ficieiit warning to them. 
Tliej’ will still go on in those very prac¬ 
tices which have brought their allies on 
iheir knees. Shoot half a flock of the 
birds on the rocks off' Newfoundland, and 
the other half will, after a .short flight, 
come back and alight upon tlic same spot. 
Nay, kill them all but one bird, that one 
will come and present itself as it were for 
the express purpose of being destroyed 

too.-1 know of nothing in nature, these 

birds excepted, to be compared to the old 

governments of Lurope.-But, the truth 

is, that, in general, those, in whose hands 
■those governments are, know very well, 
that to (dter their courses would be to insure 
ihetr individual ruin; would reduce them 
to their proper level; would, in short, 
prevent them from living by the means of 
public robbery; would compel them to 
work for their bread. Governments, when 
they fall into a state of decay," become, 
like decayed buildings, tenanted by odious 
and noxious animals ; and, it is not from 


such that you have to expect any of those 
measures, which would have for iheir ob¬ 
jects renovation and security ; for, every 
measure of that sort must tend directly to 
the expulsion of those, who can exist only 
amidst rust, rubbish, and corruption. — 
General, therefore, as is the wonder, the 
impatient astonishment, that the old go¬ 
vernments do not profit from the awful 
fate of their former associates, such asto- 
nishmeilt is not very natural, and, indeed, 
is very unnatural, when we take time to 
reflect on the consequences of the state 
of things just described. We cry out 
against those, whom we wish to take mea¬ 
sures for restoring the sense and vigour of 
government, but we should have the jus¬ 
tice to reflect, that, if sucdi sense and vigour 
were restored, those persons miglit happen 
to starve; I mean actually starve, for want 
of victuals and drink ; and,-we should not 
forget, that an animal’s being odious and 
noxious does not prevent it from having a 

strong desire to live.--If men in general 

had seen the inatler in this light, much 
less would have been said and w'rjuen in 
the way of lamontation that the old go¬ 
vernments of Europe continued so blind. 
They have not been blind: not at all blind ; 
nor have they acted like blind people; 
for, if the persons constituting them adopted 
what was necessary to prcserv&^the govern- 
meats, they adopted what was certain ruin 
to themselves; vvhefeas they had a chance 
of retaining their power, their riches, and 
tinjir luxuries, if they did not adopt such 
measures. People have, in short, been 
complaining of tlie old governments for 
not doing for themselves full as bad, if not 
worse, than the French could possibly do 

for them_'^But,” I shall be asked, 

“ are the people, the nations, over whom 
“ those governments have ruled ; are tftetr ' 
“ interests, their honour, their safety to be 
“ left out of the question, and that, too, aa ( 
2 A 
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" completely, as* jf they were noE in cx- people of England could see those papers ! 

" istence?”.^!^-^Why, upon my word, this We should, I suspect, there sec the historjr 

is a question, which 1 shall leave the of the origin of the war, of that war which 
querist himself to answer ; I shall merely has led to this peace in spite of “ the battle 
repeat, that I think it quite unnatural, per- “ of Aspern," the account of which I be- 
fectly absurd, to supjiose, that any set of lieve to have been a gross fabrication. 

persons, getting a good livelihood by con- -Not able to make us believe any 

ducting an old rotten government, should, longer, that Nap^con was defeated, the 
of themselves, ever attempt to mend that base hirelings of the Londetn press, told us 
government, seeing that the amendment hewaswiad; and, just at the moment, when 
must begin by their good livelihood being the fools, who believe those hirelings, 
taken from them ; and,, having said this, were expecting to hear of his being clap- 
I shall, I hope, hear no more oftho.se me- ped up in a straight waistcoat, as is the 
laiicholy reflections respecting the obsiihacy cu.stom in such cases, out comes this 
and blindness of the old governments in not treaty of peace, wdth his name to a ratifi- 
having, in time, adopted measures of re- cation of it; out,, conics an indubitable 
novation. The Prince of Peace, for in- proof of his sanity, of his wisdom as well 
stance j was ho blind ? Suppose he had as of his valour. The Athenians, when in 
adopted “ timely” measures of renovation, the last stages of their independence, u.sed. 
What would have been the consequence ? wc are told, to circulate ^ies respecting 
Why, his fall would have come sooner than the ill bodily health of the conqueror whom 
it did; and, his fate would liavc been they feared, and, having so done, hug them- 
w'orse ; for, in that case, he would, in all selves in believing in xha.belief of what 
human probability, have had to work for they knevo to be false. After having done 
his bread ; I mean to r//g,,or, if not skil- this for Several years, we have, at la.st, 
ful enough for that, to' fill a dungecarl, or fallen to inventing lies respecting the 
rake the kennel. Who, therefore, can mental health of Napoleon. We have, at 
blame the Prince of IV'ace for not adopting dillerent times, given him all the ^lortal 

“ mwe/y" measures of renovation ?-It is diseases, to w^ili tlie body is subject; 

thus with all, vVho have the conducting of wc Irave waswT him with consumption 
such a government, who nnist laugh in>- and blown him up wiili the drops}'; vve 
moderately at those who complain of them I have brought him to deatli’s <loor in all 
for not turning thentselvcs into the street, manivcr of ways; but, not beiiig able to 

-If the deader Le satisfied of the f I uih kill him, vve now seem resolved, that he 

of these ollhervaliotis, he will get rid of, at shall live without brains. It was told to 
lea.st, one Aoiiree qf deception; and will, of some king, who Ivappened to have cow- 
course, be the belter for them. Me will ardly commanders, that a certain famous 
not any longer waste his time in lamenta- captain of the age \va!^“ a tnailman;” 
lions about the " obstinacy ” and “ blind : “ Is he so,” answered the king, 1 wish 

ness” and “infatuation” of the o;d go- j “ he would bite some ui" my generkls.”- 

▼ernments, and will, with moreIranquillily, j To be sure, nothing can more strongly 
wail the'course and the ellcels of those paint the stale of vassalage in 'vvlilch our 
events, which, it is very evident, are nof piers ic, than this simple fact, that it was 
to be resisted by tlie miserable means believed here, that the Emperor Napoleon 

hitherto opposed to them.-It is iinpos- was actually insane, at the very moment 

sible to view this peac e between IVanee when he was engaged in the most impor- 
and Au.stria without reno’leeting, that the taut negociation that Europe lias vvitnesscti 
war, which* produced it, was Iniiled, by for many years. NA'lien the historian shall 
the hiecung prints in England, as one of come to this part of our history, he will 
the moat fortunate events that h'atl ever need only this one fact to prove w'bat a 
occurred in the world. In fact, it-is niy besotted people great part of us, at least, 
real belief, that our government and eur were become. Nay, thferc is something 
partizans wero the cause, and the sole in this fact beyond a proof of mere stupi- 
cause of that war ; for, it this had not been diiy ; for, the cause of our believing in the 
the case, Is it possible that Austria, then iri.sanity of Napoleon vyas that w'e wished it. 
at war with u.s, vvould have drawn bills of This belief still exists; it has not yet 
exchange upon us the moment she drew her travelled ever more than two thirds of 
sword ^ The French bulletins made some these islands, and has yet to go to the East 
memiojiofthep^ipers ofMp.. Gen'tz, which and We.stIndieS. To wish one's enemy in- 
(hey hadtakca. Would to God, that the sane, coolly and deliberately to wish this tsa 
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mark of excc 3 sive basenes; and, in uU 
the hireling prints, in the country as well 
as in London, this wish, respecting the 
Emperor Na|)oleon, was expressed in a 
way not to be misunderstood. All that 
seemed to be wanted was to mould this 

wish into a prater for the Jubilee.- 

What! you wretched vermin, do you 
pretend, that, because an Emperor hap¬ 
pens to be a little maddish, or so, he is 
the tforse for thru? Why! did you not 
tell us, that the Queen of Portugal was a 
most excellent Queen of Portugal, and 
that she was almost adored by her sidyects ? 
Do you not remember this ? And how you 
told us of the wonderfid marks of the hand o^' 
Providence, who, upon the said Queen 
being driven into exile by Buonaparte, 
experienced a mental restoration before 
she had been many hours upon the salt¬ 
water ? Have you so soon forgotten this r 
Well, tluni, what foundation for joy is 
there in the circutiistance of our enemy 
being mad ? You will not now believe, 
that he is not mad, though you hear of 
his huiui/ig at Fontainblcau. What, then, 
you think, perhaps, that madmen sometimes 
go « hiinlmg ; and that their companions 
of tin; tdiase are, in fact, so many guards and 
watchesF In slsort, there is nothing too ab¬ 
surd for you to think, or to say that you 
think, wjieu the object is to create a be¬ 
lief disadvantageous to poor Buonaparte, 
whose rmulncss will be believed in, by 
some people in this country, if be should 
live and reign to the end of their lives. 

-It is curitms lo observe the contrast in 

the language of the English hired prints 
ami that of the prints (not less hired, per¬ 
haps) in I'lance an.) other parts of the 
coiUine^it, with regard to the situation and 
the feelings of llic people, who, in conse¬ 
quence . of this' treaty of peafce, have 
changed their masters. Uur hirelings as¬ 
sert, that the said people are sunk in de¬ 
spondency; that they look, with longing 
C 3 ’^es, after their kue “ dearly beloved 
sovereign,” the “ chaste and pious” I’ran- 
cis, and his “ illustrious” family ; that 
they detest the French, and especially 
Buonaparte ; and, in short, that they do 
not ^eem to care whether they die or live. 
The French prints, on the contrary, assert, 
with equal confidence, that the change 
has infused fresh life into the people; that 
hope once more dawns upon them after a 
long, long night of tyranny-created de¬ 
spair ; that tlic gloom qf long*-settled de¬ 
spotism is breaking away’ before the sun 
of freedom; that their revenge is sunk in 
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their joy, or else swift destruction would 
await the numerous blood-.suckers, the 
agents of their late governments; that they 
love the French armies, receive t[iem as 
brothers, and adore Napoleon as tneir de¬ 
liverer ; and, in short, that it was not "till 
now that they began to think life worth 

preserving.-Now, though I believe, 

that n//which is asserted, as to this point, 
hj’our hireling prints; that every word qf 
it is false, I do not believe that the 
French prints assert. As to freedom, the 
people in question will not, 1 fear, taste 
much of that; but, 1 think, tfiere can be 
no doubt, that the lot of the people will, 
upon the whole, be much bettered. They 
will get rid, not of taxes and duties, but 
of some of them, and they will certainly 
get rid of many of their present cursed op¬ 
pressors. They will see (and that will be 
Jli scene of great satisfaction) thousands and 
tens of thousands of those, who have so 
long been sucking their blood, driven 
away from the country, or sunk into po¬ 
verty and disgrace. They will have the 
happmess of daring to A/c^ those, who, for 
so long a time, have, under the protection 
of the bayonet, robbed and insulted them ; 
and tliis is, at any time, worth any risk. 
Besides, a people, daily robbed and in- 
sulftd, have nothing to risk;' for, what, 
except death, can man endure more than 
robbery and insult ? A people, so situated, 
have a chance of gain in any.changc, and 
never a chance of loss. The French may 
possibly be as bad as their former masters; 
but they cannot be worse; so that the peo¬ 
ple have the clear advantage, of,seeing the 
fall of ibeir former oppressors. To hear 
oiir hirelings, one would suppose, that the 
French, upon taking possession,of a con¬ 
quered country, sti’rt//o:ucr/a/> all the food and 
drink and live slock and unlhrashed corn 
and even the land, literally swallowed them 
all up; for they tell us of the people being 
ruined; of all their property being taken 
from them; of their being sti;ipped of every 
tiling; and the like. But, certjiinly these, 
as to conquered countries in general, not 
only are, but necessarily must he, mere 
raw- head-and -bloody-bone-tales. Whence 
'are the mouths to come to swallow up all 
the datables and drinkables of a coun¬ 
try of any extent ? ' But, suppose these 
hirelings to mean merely the taking posses¬ 
sion of peopIc^s property, of their land, 
houses, goods and cattle. Wiience are to 
come the persons so to take possession f 
Are they to be brought from France ? 
The notion is whpUy talse and absurd. The 
3 A 'J 
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interest of the conqueror imperiously calls 
upon himito respect property; to make as 
few changes of property, amongst the mass 
of the people, as possible; and, with re¬ 
gard to the conquests of Napoleon, this 
call has invariably been obeyed. Indeed, 
mne but a miserable fool would attempt 
to act otherwise; and Buonaparte is not a 

miserable fool.-All, therefore, that we 

are told about the destruction qf property, 
in the conquered countries, is false; unless 
•be word property be conhned to the in¬ 
comes of those, who live upon the taxes, 
and the far greater part of whom plumjer 
the people. The property of these gentry, 
indeed, must, in cases of conquest, be in a 
perilous way. Some of them, and as many 
of them as are able, turn traitors, and thus 
bespeak the good will of the conqueror; 
but, the greater part sink into insignifi¬ 
cance, become poor, miserable things; 
and, if this be not a good, the word good 
has not the meaning that 1 have always 

understood it to have.-^Thcre was a 

sentiment, expressed, I remember, by 
Colonel Craufhrd, in a speech upoA one 
of Addington’s army-making bills, that 
struck me as very unnatural. It was this, 
that a people, milter than pass under the 
naajf qf a foreign conqueror, however mild 
that sway might be, would quietly submit to 
be whipped with a rod of scorpions by a native 
tyrant. Where the Colonel got this philo¬ 
sophy 1 know not; but, I am quite certain 
that he did not find it in the experience of 
any country in the world ; and, really, it 
is astonishing that such a sentiment .should 
have been^ expressed in any English as¬ 
sembly. Experience will, I believe, teach 
us precisely the contrary ; and, I think, it 
will be fqond, that, amongst nations, as 
amongst individual families, men will take 
that from the hands of strangers that they 
will not take from those who make part of 
themselves. The yoke of the foreign 
conqueror may be full as heavy, but it is 
not half 80 gming, as that of the dome.stic 
dcs|>ot; w'liD, to the real sufferings that he 
inflicts, adds the crimes of treachery ,jusurp- 
ation, and ingratitude, from all which the 
foreign conqueror is free. Nor i.s the. yoke 
of a foreign conqueror so to a* 

people, as is the yoke of a domestic 
despot; because the former may. at lea.st, 
have been imposed by irresistible force, 
whereas the latter could never have been 
imposed but through the stupidity, the 
baseness, or the sheer cowardice of the 
people. A people,»ubjugated by a‘foreign 
conqueror, may defCrve to be free ; but a 


people, subjugated by a native despot, 

must deserve to be ‘slaves.-If I am right 

in these observations, how vain arc all the 
hopes of our hirelings, who seem to rely 
upon risings and insurrections in the coun¬ 
tries conquered by Tiuonaparte! How 
vain are all those hopes, which, with a 
view of cajoling us on fron^ one year of 
war to another, and to the bearing of tax 
upon tax, have been inculcated through' 
about two hundred mercenary periodical 
publications, and the editors of which pub¬ 
lications live, in great part, upon the fruit 
of such cajolery! How vain are all the 
expectations of all the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of those, whef live upon the taxes, 
that pe.sti!ence and famine and death in 
all its most horrid shapes will stalk at 
large, will sweep over, e^ery country 
that has been subdued by, and that has 
submitted to, the Emperor Napoleon! 
It cannot have escaped any man of 
common observation, that 'these detest¬ 
able hirelings have invariably extolled 
to the skies every nation at war with 
Buonaparte ; but that, the moment such 
nation was subdued by him, these same 
hirelings have described them as‘the 
basest of mankind. Nay, it has some¬ 
times happened, as in the ca.se of the Aus¬ 
trians, that, after being subdued, they have 
been surrendered to their old master, and 
have, under him, renewed the war against 
Buonaparte; and, in this case, they 
have, w'ith our hirelings, instantly re¬ 
gained their former exalted character, and 
have again become the sqjjjects of their 

unbounded applause.-One would think 

it impossible for publications like the.se to 
be tolerated in any country ; and certainly 
their being tolerated here is amojjgst the 

r worst signs of the time.s.-There is 

one more topic, connected \vitli the peace 
between France and Austria, that I shall 
shortly touch upon here; namely, the 
probability, that Napoleon will now lose 
no time in making serious attempts upon 
Ireland, of the situation and disposition 
of the people of which country I need 
say nothing, especially to those who re¬ 
flect upon tho inevitable consequences 
of the measures, adopted wiih respect 
to that people, during the la.st three years. 
1 cannot help observing, however, that only 
about t\v^ years have pas.scd over our 
heads, since Mr. Grattan declared, in the 
House of Commons, that Arenas a French 
Parly in Irtland. «Now, if this was true, 
at that time, and if it was, in consequence 
of this fact, necessary to pass that act which 
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I will not attempt to describe, I will just 
ask the reader, what he thinks is the state 
of the Irish mind, with respect to France, 

at this time ?-It is said, that Napoleon 

is actually making preparations for an in> 
vasion of Ireland. This is stated upon 
the authority of persons said to have 
escaped from^ France ; and it is added, 
that the corps oi Irish Emigrants have re¬ 
ceived orders to hold themselves in readi¬ 
ness for the expedition.-This is a little 

too hasty to come from a head like that of 
the Emperor. He does not, like some 
folks, act first and think afterwards ; or, 
think first, and never act at all, till every 
chance of success has vanished. But, 
-there can be very little doubt, that, as soon 
as he has settled the affairs of Spain and 
Portugal, and got some ships into their 
ports, an invasion of Ireland will be at¬ 
tempted, and that, too, from various 
points at. once. 'I'hen wc shall feel the 
effects of our present and obstinately-pcr- 
severed-in mode of naval warfare ; or, 
rather, then we shall feel the efiectsof the 
borough system, for to that nefarious system 
all our misfortunes and disgraces, abroad 
as well as at home; all our bad measures 
in war as well as in peace ; ail our na¬ 
tional calamities, of every sort, are to be 
ascribed. 

JuciLE.K.-Well, and what ifthe con¬ 

tinent be suinlued ; and what if our turn 
of, at least, coiisiaiit alarm be now come ; 
what of these ? V\''e still can hold a jubi¬ 

lee, and go to ciiiirch,’ and thank God for a 
reign, which, |it the close of its forty- 
ninth year, sees us in a state of continual 
eopardy ; in a state, which places an 
army of foreign mercenaries, in the heart 
of the epuntry ; in a state in which we 
see oflicers of those foreign mercenaries, 
taking the command, even at reviews, in 
our otvn counties, of English officers and 
regiments, not excepting regiments of 
militia : yes, in such a stale of things, 
we can hold a jubilee; we can go and 
turn up the whiles of our eyes and 
clench our hands together and make re¬ 
sponses and sing anthems with a voice 
as loud as that of Martin Morales : y^ce, 
there are to be found anmngst.us, people 
thus to go and to thank God, to look up¬ 
wards, as if in the face of their Maker, and 
thank him for a reign that found ali our 
enemies at our feet, and which^bas brought 
us to a f>oint, w hich it is unnecessary to 
attempt to describe. NumeroTw are the 
denunciations against hypocrisyt but our 
Jubilee crew seem to have forgotten them 
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all.——The conduot of many of the clergy, 
upon this occasion, is worthy of notice ; 
but, we must not be too general here, be¬ 
cause many honourable exceptiops wtU 
have occurred to every man, who has had 
the means of extensive observation.—— 
We hear talk of enemies of the Church : but# 
the real enemies of the Church are those, 
who make use of it for political purposes, ibr 
those purposes, which, first or last, must bs 
universally reprobated.' A few years ago, 
as a correspondent observes, the ClergjT 
lent their churches, and were most active in 
preaching for, and even, in some instances, 
threatening thejr flocks into subscriptions 
to the Lloyd’s Fund, called by its ma¬ 
nagers, Patriotic. The recent attempt to 
revive that fund has shared the fate of the 
attempt of John Bowles and his brother 
Comthissioners to revive Jacobinism. The 
late trick of a Jubilee has, in fact, also 
failed, and utterly disappointed its planners 
and proposers. To require men to rejoice 
and be glad at the end of the 4!}th year 
of the present reign for what has happened 
in it, Would be like requiring a man to 
laugh and be happy with his hand held in 
a hot fire ; or like asking a man sick in 
bed to get up and dance and sing. • The 
thing is impossible, and the project, the 
trick, has failed entirely from the natural 
and innate feelings of all men at the pre¬ 
sent crisis. But, these hypocrites, w'ho 
put forward the project with, their usual 
cant and cunning, are now grievously 
vexed at its failure, and, taking advantage 
of a proposition, made in the City by those 
hostile to tlie Jubilee, of convegting it to 
the purposes of charity, they have again set 
the clergy to workto collect money, under 
the specious pretence of relievh^jhe-poor, 
but, in fact, to endeavour, b}’’ this con¬ 
trivance, to let down easy their plan of 
rfowing, at a time when men feel only 
fear and distress; shame for things that 
have passed, and apprehension for the fu¬ 
ture; and, in the midst of a war that pro¬ 
mises no termination, hut in a pseace with¬ 
out security. Amongst many, who have 
written to me upon this subject, one gen¬ 
tleman tel Is me, that the parson ofhis parish 
came to his door, with his Beadle and six 
other pmons, to ask for money on this oc¬ 
casion ; that he gave tliem none, but told 
therifrankly thattheyR enieil to bernakini; 
an attempt to frighten or cayok people out • 
of their property ; else why not appoint a 
place and leave people to carry in their* 
subscriptions. He tells me, tl; u; he knows 
of several psrjtpns, particularly old women 
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and others who are timid, that have drawn 
their purses through fear, and fear only. 
— This is the case all over the country. 
Not a penny is given from the pretended 
motive.—I cannot help noticing, in a par¬ 
ticular manner, the Jubilee subscriptions 
JtX Hampstead, swarming, 1 dare say, with 
government dependents, with crealutes 
who live upon the public. From a print¬ 
ed paper, now lying before roe, purporting 
to be an account of the proceedings of the 
#ubilee Crew at Hampstead, and signed 
a person named Charles Cartwright, 
as Chairman, it appears, that there yvas 
found to be, in that village,/ryo/Aoj/sand one 
hundred poor persons, fit objects to he re¬ 
lieved ; and, it was, accordinoly resolved, 
to give to each of the families, to v\hi(;h 
the said persons belonged, a piae offer/, and 
a proportionate quantity of bread, poiutncs, 
and porter, and also a quantity of coats suf- 
Acient for dressing the sa?ne/ Why not 
lend them . platters too, and knives, that, 
for once, they might not tear their food 
with their claws? Well; but wbat weie. 
these people to rejoice for ? WllJ^ that 
they got a maw full, to be sure; for, as to 
rejoicing for any good that their country had 
enjoyed, the very thought would have been 
an absurdity. Hut, mark, here were 
2 ,lt'0 objects of compassion; 2,100,‘who 
were in want even of a couple of hat-lulls 
of coals ; and, acewding to the official re¬ 
turns laid Uelore parliaiitent, the wdiole of 
the population of Hampstead amounts to 
no more than 4,a43 ; so that these canting 
gentry, these people who are calling upon 
the natioi? to th.^nk God for the blessings of 
this reign, have tlicmselve.', in print, and 
under their signatures, furnished us with 
the proqfi that within a very trifle of one 
half of the people in this “ loyal” paiish,v 
are objects of compassion on account of 
their poverty ; are so poor as to render a 
single meal of animal food a thing worth 
applying for and going after; are so 
wretched as to render twohat-fulls of coals 
ail object worth their acceptance. Tliis is,' 
indeed,-a striking fact. It is, at once, 
proof of the misery of the people 'and of 
the craft of those who Inivo been treatin^g 
them.——The intention (and 1 beg the 
reader to bear it in mind), thcdeclared in¬ 
tention, of the first open movers ol the Ju¬ 
bilee, was, to have a /rasmjg, and noihing 
buta/casttng, all over the country. They 
said nothing about tharity, and, indeed, to 
‘keep a jubilee in honour of a rei^fn which 
exhibited- such swarnts of paujtevs ; to 
thank Cod for all this paupq^ism and mise¬ 


ry, must have seemed a little inconsistent. 
Blit, the harvest happening to run rather 
short, and bread rising just about the time 
that the jubilee project was first broached, 
the projectors began to fear that their 
festivity w'ould not be very well stomached 
by the half-starved people, who have had 
the happiness to live under the jubilee 
reign. It was not till now, and till the 
crew received some gentle hints of what 
they might expoct; it was not till now 
that they thought of the charity part of the 
scheme. In fact, they found, that, if they 
did not give the hungry poor a share wjth 
them, the Jubilee feast Was very likely to 
lead to the very thisig which the feast was 
intended to prevent; and that, instead of 
continuing the blindness of the common 
people, it w ould, at once, open their eyes. 
The charity, therefore, was a sort of sop to 
keep the poor and hungry from making 
clamorous complaints. But, this-sop was 
not ‘to he given without acknowledging 
that, which, upon such an occasion, the 
crew must have been desirous to keep out 
of sight; because, what could bo more 
morlifyiiur, than, eri a day of Jubilee, to 
make such a grand exhibition of poverty 
and nii i ry; to exhibit such undeniable 
proofs of the evils of tlie reign, which the 
people were called on to celebrate, and 
‘for the blessings of which they, were to 
thank (jod. -Much compassion, or af¬ 

fected uoinf)as?ion, has been, by our hire¬ 
lings, bestowed upon the people oft he con¬ 
tinent, conquered of over-run by Buona¬ 
parte. But, strange as it mjy appear to us, 
those people, those very people, have been 
lioldinga sort of Jubilee, and, to all appear¬ 
ance, have greatly^ surpassed ns in tlieir 
manner of doing it. 'Hie Moniicpn says: 
“The peace recently conclutled has been 
“ announced in all the principal cities on 
“ the Continent, amidst the sound of can- 
“ non, and ew/y demonstration of general re- 
“joking. At Vienna, Munich, Stutgard, 
“ Frankfort, Naples, Rome, Florence, Mi- 
“ Ian, Madrid, Lc. as well as in Paris, illu- 
“ niinalioiis have taken place. A hundred 
“ millions of men have taken part in this 
“ general festivity, and celebrated it with 

“ mirics of public approbation.” -Well, 

now% you hypocrites, what do you say to 
this r ‘NVas all this feasting and rejoicing 
.1 sham ? ,Was it all a vile mockery Were 
these signs of joy exhibited by slaves, with 
a vievv of gaming favour with their masters; 
or of saviifg tbenrselves from the eflects of 
the angeii of those masters ? Were these 
signs of joy merely made use of by soma 
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for the rascally purpose of earning thereby 
a chance of picking the public pocket, or 
for the stupid one of obtaining some paltry 
tirie to gratify the vexations vanity of a 
tawdry and frciikisli wile ? Did these rc- 
joicers, supposing, nay, kncni-ing, Napoleon 
to be ihe most consummate hypocrite of his 
nge, think to fliUter him by this imitation 
of his conduct; and did he himself, at the 
same time and In the same act, seem as if 
he were resolved to out-hypoevite tlicni ? 
Now, ] believe none of these. I believe, 
that these rejoicings were not totally in¬ 
sincere; but, yow must allow them to have 
been all sincerity, or else what becomes 
of your own illuminali(9ns, and other signs 
of joy ? At any rate, we do not find, that 
Napoleon’s rejoicers had recourse to the 
trick oi'stopjnng the mouths of the.poor. They 
seem to have been in no dread of a people 
w'anting a single meal of victuals and 

drink.'-Ofall the good things, however, 

connected with this famous jubilee, that 
was the best, of which record is made in 
my motto. So, the people of Middlclmrgh 
kept the day vjith as much festivity as any 
people in his Majesty’s dmiinions! 1 believe 
it, with all my stml. Full as much./i.’5^/r/(y, 
including, ol course, heartiness, or, .since¬ 
rity : and I verily believe, that the w’as 
full as sincere at iMiddlcburgh as it was at 
London, or any wlicre else. Yes, this* 
is an excellti'.t spceimeii. Were it not 
for this, we might bo at a loss for a 
standard of imerpretaticn. Now we know 
what the word joy Inc.ant, when used 
upon this occijgion. But the joy, the 
heart-felt joy, and “ pious gratitude to 
heaven,” visible in the island of Walcheren, 
were notconfinetl to the inhabitants ; they 
were also,visible in every part of the army 
and the navy, who even tired feus-de~joy tw.tl 
royal salutes. Aye, this is iF: Make 

ready ! - Presiul - Fire ! --This is 

the true sort of ; it is joy at word of 
command. This is unanimity; this is a 
Specimen of that “ eicctrick unison of 
“ feeling,” of which the wi.8e-m'<»n of the 

Morning I’ost talked so nicely.-- 

It would he curious to know, if one could 
ascertain it, how tiiany thousands of i'.yg- 
kshmen, sick and dying, there were ni the 
island of Walcheren on the day of the 
jubilee ; how many actually expired that 
day ; how many were struggling in the 
last pangs of death, w liile ilie toasts and 
songs were going l•f^und at tlte lestive 
table; and how. inatiy jvhose‘lives were 
sljorten.'d by the tremendous noise which 
must have prevailed. It would be cu¬ 


rious to ascertain these facts. A caktdn- 
-tion might conie near to the point, which 

is a very interesting one.-Reader, let 

me fake the liberty to press upon your at¬ 
tention this account of the Jubifec in 
Walcheren, given by the most famous of 
the literary hirelings in London, lie tells 
us, that the people of Midtfleburgh rejoiced.' 
Now, after this, will you say, that any ac¬ 
count given by these mercenary wretches 
is to be relied upon ? Will you believe, 
that people, in whose houses our troops' 
were living at free-quarter, could join in 
any rejoicings of ours ? No sitiail part of 
the people of Middlcburgh must have 
been much injured by the war; and, will 
you believe, that they sincerely rejoiced, 
that their expressions, of esteem; that, 
in short, their prayers, for the, king of their 
invaders, were sincere ? They, too, you 
will observe, went to church. Would it not 
have been a good thing to have heard their 

prayers ? -Oh I it has been a sad scene 

of hypocrisy from the beginning to the 
end. There wanted nothing but this Ju¬ 
bilee to cap the character of those who 
set on foot and urged it forward. I re¬ 
peat, however, that it has answered this 
good purpose ; it has given rise to dis¬ 
cussion, and will give rise to further dis- 
cusston ; for the promoters of it having 
thrown down the gauntlet, we shall not 
fail to take it up. They have, by their 
proposition to hold a jubilee., challenged 
us to a discussion upon all and singular 
the measures of the king’s reign; they 
have invited us to examine into many 
things, which might have passqjl wiUiout 
examination ; they have, in short, re¬ 
lieved us from all scruples as to many 
very delicate topics of diveussjon, and 
ihe.se we shail, of course, take up as occa 
siun oilers. 

Ch.^ngk or Mimstuy. -^’fhe minis¬ 

try, as at present composed, is, to be sure, 
such a thing as England never before saw ; 
hut, it does not follow, that it should not 
•stand for all that, the Morning Chronicle, 
with whatever reason and truth, can say 
against it. This print seems extremely 
angry, tliat the. nation appears to be per¬ 
fectly imlillcrent about the matter ; but, 

tcAy .should the nation be otherwise ?-- 

This print, in notifying the intention of 
the government to evacoate (if they can) 
the island of Walcheren, has the following 

observations.-“ At this determination 

“ no man in the country can fail to rc-» 
“joice. * But how acute must the feeling, 
'■ of the nation be when they see th^ 
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" about two months have been consumed 
" before our Riders could make up their 
" minds on the question, amidst their 
eternal, intrigues and disputes! The 
*' country was ^all the while forgotten. 

« Week after week our brave soldiers were 
“ kept in a climate which was hourly thin- 
**ning their ranks—not to mention the 
money spent during this dreadful inter* 
val, above. 2,500 of our troops were bu- 
ried in the island ; no less than six ihou- 
*' sand were sent home sick to the hospi- 
tals, and nearly the same number still 
•• remain sick in the island itself. An 
“ army of 18,000 men, the finest in'our 
" service, was thus kept lingering in that 
" horrid climate, until it was reduced to 
" about 2,000 fit for duty. More men were 
" lost for ever to their country than the 
“ battles of the Nile, Trafalgar, Camper* 
•• down, and St. Vincent cost altogether. 
** More men are left sick, with their health 
“ irreparably injured,—their constitutions 
" damaged for life, than the whole of the 
“ wounded amounted to in ail those naval 
“ victories, and in all the battles by land 
“ which we have fought in Egypt, Portu- 
“ gal atid Spain. We do not here reckon 
“ the loss incurred by taking possession 
" of Walcheren ; w'e are only estimating 
" what the delay in evacuating it has*cost 
" u.s. We are endeavouring to give some 
“ idea of wh.at the.country has paid in 
•• blood, for the cold, selfish, unprincipled 
“ intrigues of the Percevals., the Mul- 
graves, and the Whartons. While those 
" Statesmen have been squabbling among 
“ themselves about place and profit, the 
“ country has been losing the enormous 
“ number ol‘ her bravest .soldiers which 
is slated above. This .delay then forms 
“ a new and terrible item in the accomit, 
“ tehic/i those iiur/gucrs must soon render to 
•' an injured and insulted people. We must 
“ know why the evacuation, which wa.s 
“ always known to be inevitable, was cle- 
" layed fur one hour. JFe must hove satzs- 
‘•fac'iva f^Y the IIvls of those gallant men\ 
" who have thus been .sacrificed to^ minis- 
" terial caballing and jobbing. Theifbiood 
“ lies ujKin the head of the Ministers. 
“ They have hot come iairly by ihefr 
" end ; and the oiiK.sT inqolst de the 
“ NAi io-v IS now to sit uj oh their bodies. We 
" ch;‘,!leng<' any nian who has the common 
" feelings of our n o t,re to sfay whether an 
“ ignominious dismissal fi an office wid 
satisfy ihe claims ot' justice in this atrv- 
‘ Cious case ? We ask, ts it enough to take 
away from those men the power of dc- 


" stroying more of our armies? We be- 
" lieve the feeling to be universal, that 
" nothing short of a Parliamentary pro- 
" ceeding against those offenders, for the 
“ purpose of bringing them to an exem- 
" plary punishment, can either satisfy the 
" nation for the past, or prcTent a recur- 
" fence of the same calamities in future.” 

-Here is, indeed, enough to stir the 

blood of any man. The subj,ect, the bare 
facts, with this eloquent description, are 
enough to excite resentment in the breast 
of any man, not lost to all feeling. But, 
so ilUused has this nation been; so be¬ 
trayed and insulted by both parties; so 
often have they seun that a change pro¬ 
duces nothing but a new batch of peers 
and pensioners, that they cannot bring 
their minds to wish for any change. 
“ We must have satisfaction for the lives of 
“ those gallant men, wdio have thus been 
“sacrificed to ministerial caballing and 
“jobbing.” What! and does the editor 
of the Morning Chronicle believe, that, 
after what w-e have seen, there is one man 
in this whole kingdom fool enough, beast 
enough, brute enough; to suppose, that a 
change of ministry would produce us.any 
such satifaction ? Have we not constantly 
seen, that, as soon as such change has taken 
place, there is an end of even all talk of 
■intiuity; and that such questions are 
agitated merely for the purpose of putting 

out of power those who are in power?- 

Those.who are now in power never would 
have been there, if the people had not be¬ 
come indifferent, and ju.slly indifferent, 
upon the suhjtict. Whenifiavo. the people 
obtained satisfaction for any thing ? When 
have they seen any insiaiice uf real rcs[)on~ 
sibility in.any minister, or any servant of 
the crown ? Aye, it is very ti ue,*that this 
affair of'Walcheren is rnoiit hrrribic, and 
that of Sfjain nearly as bad; but, what 
hope have the people of redress; what 
hope can they found upon a change of 
ministry, when they recttllect, liiat the 
leaders amongst those, who would sup¬ 
plant the present people, tvere also the 
leaders amongst tho.se, who deh ^'.ded some 
of these very people, diiriag the last ses- 
■sion of parlian ent, in the coinrnissiou of 
wiiat was ten thousand times wmrse than 
the affairs of Wilchercn and Spain united. 
Uh! it is, indeed, well for the Morning 
Chronicl*! to cal tipon the people, as it did 
about a w'efek ago, to assemble in taum 
aint.co*m/y»m(!c«w^s, all over the kingdom, 
to petition die king to remove ihe ministers! 
The people, all over the kingdom, know 
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Iicttcr j the people, all over the Iringdoin, 
remember, that when they met to vote 
thauks to Mr. VVardle, and to express their 
abhQrrence of tke traffic in seatt, those, who 
iiow tvcait their support, vtere amongst the 
first to abuse them for such meetings; 
amongst the first to call out jigainst yield¬ 
ing to "popular clamour;” amongst the 
first, when the fact of seat-selling was 
ready to be proved, to cry out, “ let 
" us make a stand against popular en- 
" croachuuoit the people, all over the 
kingdom, remember this, and, whatever 
other acts of baseness they may have been, 
and may yet be, guilty of, they will not, 
I think, be base enougl^to meet for any 
such purpose as that of putting one faction 
out of place and another faction, whose 
disposition towards them is exactly the 

same, in their*stead.-Some people 

think, that the folks, now in place, will 
not be able to remain there after the 
meeting of parliament. For my own part, 
to say the truth, I have not bestowed many 
minutes of thought upon the subject, in 
which 1 cannot bring myself to feel any 
interest. I have seen the outs once tn, and. 
that i-s enough. It is, therefore, with me, 
and with most other people, 1 believe, a 
mattef of very dry speculation, whether 
there will be a change, or not, when par¬ 
liament meets. It will, in fact, be a ques¬ 
tion to be settled w holly by the borough- 
mongers. 'I’o them 1, for my part, am 
very willing to leave it; and, whatever the 
editor of** the Morning Chronicle may 
think, he will find, that the people, “ all 

“ over the. country,’' are of my mind.-- 

1 cannot gei ovi j this attempt to make us 
believe, that a change of ministry would 
bring us satisfuctioit for what has been done 
in Walclnien. This is so very impudent, 
especially after we have so reqentlv seen 
thfc ,letter of Lord Grenville to Mr. l*erce- 
val, in which the former very plainly in¬ 
dicates, and, indeed, says, that he shudld 
have no personal objection to unite with 
the latter and his set. Oh, yes ! w'e re¬ 
member the satisfaction we obtained in the 
case of Pitt’s lorty-ihousaBd-pound loan, 
out of the public money, to ll.-yd and 
Benfield. We, good silly souls, seeing the 
fact exposed, expected that the Mouse of 
Commons would give us satisfactim for 
such an outrageous ollence against us; 
but, the satisfaction, which we received, 
Was to see the two factions most cordially 
unite in passing a bill qf indenmUy for the 
said offence; and, afterwards, in passing 
another bill to make us pay his debts, upon 


the score of bis public services. No ; wo 
do not expect any satisfaction, from any 
cause w'hatever, and least of all from a 

change of ministry.- " The account 

•• which those intriguers must soon render 
“'to an injured and insulted people.” 
What unmeaning verbiage ? An account! 
What account has any change of ministry, 
at any time, during this .Tiibilee reign, 
caused to be rendered to the people ? The 
people! I wonder a partizan of the out 
faction is not ashamed to name the peo¬ 
ple in such a way, seeing that, only in the 
very last session of parliament, tl^ leadens 
of that faction most distinctly declared 
the voice of the people to be "popular 
" clamour;” and, the addresses of the 
people to be " popular emroachment,” 
against which it was necessary “ to make 

" a stand.” -“ The great Inquest of 

" the nation,” indeed! Oh, shameful 
abuse of words; and still more shameful 
attempt to impose upon the public! 
“ The great inquest” is now to sit, is it ? 
Well, let it sit; for we shall not disturb 
it by our curiosity. We have seen this 
Great Inquest sitting before now. W'^e 
have seen it sit upon the affair of Pitt’s 
forty-thonsand-pound loan; we have seen 
it sit upon Lord Wellesley’s India proceed¬ 
ings ; ,we have seen it sit upon the case of 
.the Duke of York; wc have seen it sit 
upon Colonel Gordon’s Chelsea Lease; 
W'e have seen it sit upoif the case of Lords 
Castlereagh and Clancarty; we •have seen 
it sit upon the case of Mr. Quinlin Dick’s 
Seat, when the great inquest, upon proof 
being offered it, almost unanimously re- 
fused to enquire. Ail this we have seen, 
and have it. yet fresh in our memories. 
The great inquest, indeed ! Shame on the 
man, who would thus delude his roaders! 

-" But,” .some one. w'ill observe, “ w'hat 

“ are wc to do, then ? Would you let the 
" affairs of the nation remain in the hands 
“of the Walohereii ministry, who, but 
the other day, sent over bricks, timber and 
' uiorkmcn, to build bariack.s, and who are 
“ now evacuating the island ? Wbuld you 
“ leave the affiiirs of the nation in the 
“ hands of men like these, two of whom, 
“ ni consequence of a quarrel about 
“ pl.ice). turned out, upon a heath, the 
other day, and shot at each other’s 
“ heads ?” No : if 1 could have my wish, 
certainly I wouW not leave the affairs of 
the iiaiion in theii hands for a single hour. 
But, ii does not follow, that, because I dis¬ 
approve .of them, I must a[*prove of 
their opponents; and, though many 
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men may difier from me in this respect, 
the Morning Chronicle may be assured, 
that the time is passed when the people 
were content to be mere tools to one or 
the mther of the factions. If I am told, 
as the auis have plainly told us, that, let us 
have which faction we may, there shall 
be no ^.refornl of abuses, that the people 
shall not be represented, but that nil the 
power shall still be monopolized by the bo¬ 
rough-mongers: if 1 am told this, then 1 
say, that 1 care not one straw which fac¬ 
tion it is that rules, and that I would scorn 
to vote, or to open my lips, for any pur¬ 
pose connected tviih a preference oV one 

faction before the other.-“ The people 

“ must take </ic consequences of their apa- 
“ thy,” we were told, tlic other t! iy. So, 
belike, the Whigs, the havghlii Whigs, who 
licked the shoes of the Crent illes, will 
leave us to perish in the hands of the 
Walchereners, asajiist punishment for our 
blindness in not being able to discover their 
superiorpalriotism. Oh, no ! They, surely, 
would not be so hard-heai ted ! The Spar¬ 
tan General would, surely, rela'c, and, 
rather than leave us thus abandoned. I’ll 
engage he would take ajvotber regiment, 

profits and all.-Empty threat! Why 

.should wc not perish in the hands of thi.s 
ministry as well as in thfc hand.s of 
their opponents ? We want the consiilu-* 
tion qf' Enghind, and unless we liavi; 
that, wc are in perishing, in the only 
way, in \^hich, as hearing upon the (pies- 
tioii before us, men can be said to iicrish ; 
for, the Whigs will hardly pretend, that 
the continuance of their »>pponpnts in 
power vfill cau.se us to die. No, that is not 
what is meant. We umit the constitution of 
England,; both fa 9 tions_ feel and declare 
tlienisrfvcs alike upon this subject: why* 
then, should we prefer one faction to the 

other ?-In what way, for what cause, are 

w'ars and treaties, and, indeed public mea¬ 
sures of any sort interesting to the people 
of a country ? They are interesting to 
them, because they have an influence upoft 
the conifition of their lives, uppn theii 
happiness and fame, upon their property 
and their persons. So that afrer all, it 
comes to this: would onr property ahd 
persons be less exposed under tlie ohis than 
they now are f This is the only question 
that is worth the attention of any rational 
man. The ouis, we are tokl, have greater 
abilities to conduct wars and negociations, 

, and would never have committed thfe 
blunders . and caused such disgrace and 
misery as the ans have. This has by no 


means been proved, either by reasoning or 
experience; but, admit it; take it for 
granted; I am still for no change ; for, 
generally speaking, how is the nation af¬ 
fected by these blundersHow is its lot 
made worse f It is just where it was last 
year: a little heavier taxed indeed ; but, 
that is natural and inevitable as long as 
the system lasts. Every man’s property 
and person arc with the exception of, this 
addition to his taxes, just as they were, 
and so they would continue, if a change 
of ministry were to take place to-morrow. 

-Lotus put (he matter to the test a 

little more closely. We are, by the editor 
of the Morning tUironiclc and other parti- 
zans of the outs, alw'ays told in general terms 
what a monstrous deal of good they would 
do lis. The prediction, or promise, is al¬ 
ways diessed up in fine' high-sounding 
words; but nothing particular is ever 
stated ; there \s no precise mention of wl\at 
these generous persons would do for us, 
in case they were to get possession of the 
powers of the stale. Let us enumerate a 
few of the things, which are of real in¬ 
terest to every man of us ; let us ask what 
would be the conduct of the outs with re¬ 
spect to these; let us try them by this test, 
and, if they will not bear it, we may safely 
conclude, that they are as well (for us) out 
of power as they would be in power. 

I'lnsT, then. Would they, who nearly 
doubled the Income Tax, take off any 
part of that tax, render the imposition 
of it more equitable, or‘fnake the 
collection of it less odious and vexa¬ 
tions ? • 

2 nd, Would (hey take oflj or diminish 
any tax whatever; or would they, in 
any way, lighten the peciyiiary bur¬ 
dens that we bear, and that have sub¬ 
jetted us to the almost daily visits of 
the tax-gatherer* 
3rd, W'ould they, frankly agreeing to a 
fair inquiry in the case, put to rights 
the important matter of the Droits of 
Admiralty ? 

4th, Would they, setting the influence 
of lawyers at defiance, reform the 
Prize Court.s, and give to the Navy 
what is now, to the infinite injury of 
the country, swallowed up by Proctors 
and Advocates, and an endless list of 
law officers 

5th, ^ould they lop off' all unmerited 
Pensidns and- Sinecures, beginning 
• with**those, of themselves and their 
families ? • 

Cth, Would tliey reduce all tb« useletM 
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parts of the Army; introduce an im¬ 
partiality of Promotion, taking merit 
as the sole grotind thereof; and would 
they, in all promotions, employments, 
and contracts, in the Army as well as 
in the Navy, set borough-mongering 
influence at nought, and consult the 
public good, and"that only ? 

7lh, Would they, in all questions relat¬ 
ing to Hanover, think only' of the in¬ 
terests of England, and not think 
Hanover as dear to us as Hampshire ? 

Stb, Would they dispense with the ser¬ 
vices of a great body of foreign Mer¬ 
cenaries, kept on toot in this king¬ 
dom, and paid out of. the fruit of the 
people’ labours ? 

<)tli, Would (hey, if Mr. Madocks’s 
motion were renewed, for an inquiry 
into the circfpmstances of the Sale of 
a Seat in the Mouse of Commons to 
Mr. Quintin Dick, support that mo¬ 
tion f 

iOth, Would they bring forward, and 
maintain, with all their might, the 
desired measure of Parliamentary 
Reform, restoring to the great body 
ol»the people of property their due 
weight, and making the House of 
Commons in reality “ tht representa¬ 
tives of the people ?” 

Now, to p.oint these questions as directly 
as possible, I put them, Mr. Perrv, to 
You may know the intentions of 
your party. Jt is possible, that those in¬ 
tentions may he such as to enable you to 
answer all these questions in the affirmative, 
without the smalT^st hesitation; and, if 
tills be the case, then I will says that 
every man in the kingdom ougljt to bestir 
himself instantly for tly; purpose of bring¬ 
ing your parly into power; but, if, on the 
contrary, you cannot answer even one of 
these important questions in tlie affirma¬ 
tive, then, of all the fools in this w'orld, 
that man must be t!ie greatest, who would 
stir hand or foot for the, sake of a change 
of ministry. I beg you, Sir, not to con¬ 
temn tins invitation of mine; for, you 
grossly deceive yourseli', if you suppose, 
that 1 am singular in these opinions. In¬ 
deed, you can hardly suii[>ose so, seeing 
what you now see. 'Ihe history of the 
last campaign is enough, one vi'oaicl liiink, 
to move stocks and stones to complain; 
but, you see, not a tongue moves : the 
people are as mute as so many fish : tliey 
would still be mute if ten ^thousand times 
worse were to happen: the lastpnr/ni»ic»- 
Campaign, during which the two hos¬ 


tile armies so cordially united “ to make a 
■“ stand against popular encroachment” (that 
is to say, against the people’s complaints 
of seats in parliament having been bought and 
sold) that campaign rendered the people 
of this kingdom quite indifferent as to the 
events or the result or the consequences of 
any other campaigns; and, take my word 
for it, that, let the parliament meet when 
it will, your party will excite no popular 
expression against the ministers, who, if 
they do not want courage or perseverance, 
may keep their places, in spite of all the 
harangues that can be made against them. 

-Mr. Peuby complains bitterly, in his 

said paper of the 1.1th, of the power wtiich 
certain great men have over the ministry, 
in consequence ol' their influence ekeivherc; 
and he particularly mentions Jjord Wetteslej/ 
and Lord Lonsdale. The former of these, 
he says, “ is understood to have the giving 
away of one Secretaryship of the Treasury” ; 
and both are represented as having many 
places and appointmetits at their disposal. 
Tliis is a subject of very h»ud complaint 
with Mr,,Perry ; but why is it so ? Have 
not his whole party maintained, that this 
sort of inflyuence ought to exist ? Nay, have 
not his fellow-labourers, those who are, 
with him, regular defenders tf thefuction-, 
1 allude to the Edinburch Revievseus; 
have not they very recently published a 
set defence of that very system of an aris- 
tocratical influence, of which Mr. Perry 

now complains.'-Shall wc rfbt, then, 

laugh at these complaints ? What is it to 
us, who has the giving away of the places. 
Lord Lonsdale or Lord Carrington, or any 
other rich Lord. One is, for auglit 1 know 
to the contrary. Just as fit for it as the 
otlter; and I am sure the right of one is 

equal to that of the other.-No; Mr. 

Perry ; nevc*r cxj.cct the people to stir 
again in behalf of any party, until that 
party shall liave made an open and uii- 
equiviscal dcclavation in behalf of the peo¬ 
ple, that is to say, for the measure of Par- 
liaiiientarj' Reform, by which alone the 
peoj>lo can 1)0 restored to their rights and 
Uu'ir proper feeling. Nay ! tlireatcn us 
not w ith approaching dcstniclion. Wc are 
detd'to (hat thro,at. We know that your 
piu iy wituld do nothing to keep destruc¬ 
tion a A ay. Li -sidos, what is it that wo are 
to he afraid of? What is it that w'c have to 
apprehend ? W»ll additional burdens be 
laid upon us ? Is there a new insult in 
stoic in short, what we want, the only 
thing wortii caring about, your party will 
not lot us have, if they can (by no matter 
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wlmt means) prevent it, and, therefore, 
we wish your party to remain where 
lliey are, especially when we consider 
(and I do beg the reader to consider it 
well) that a change of ministry, though 
attended with no possible good to us, 
would be sure to produce an addition to 
the long'list of pensioners, male and fe- 
niale, and, of course, ivould cause an addi¬ 
tion to the taxes. -By way of conclusion, 

1 earnestly beseech the reader to bear in 
mind this great, this all-important truth j 
naniel}', that all our evils, all the disgrace, 
all the jniseries, all the dangers, of our 
country, arise from the exercise hf that 
very injiueme, of which the Morning Chro¬ 
nicle complains ; that, it is this influence, 
(an influence which totally stifles the 
voice of the people) which prevails in the 
filling of oflices at home and commands 
abrdad ; that to it the creation of a great 
part of the national expenccs is owing j 
that it is a cormorant never to be satisfied : 
that nothing but a Utform of Parliament 
can do away this influence; and that, to 
such reform, the ouU are as decijledly op¬ 
posed as the ins. 

W”. COBBETT. 

Botky, Thursday, 16 Nov. 1809. 
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prising the Debates in both Houses of Par- 
liamei^t during }^he last Session, will he 
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teenth Year of the Reign of King Charles 
the First, a. Jb. 1640, to the First Year of 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, a. d. 
161.9. 


The Sixth Volume of the 

Parliamenta^ History 

or 

EK^GLAND, 

Will be ready for delivery in the Menlli 
of January, .1810. 

Proceedings of the Common Council of 
/Ac City of London, at Guildhall: Fri. 
day, Nov. 3, 1809. — (Continued from 
p. 126.) 

Mr. Waitiim 4 N certainly expected that 
he should have had to trouble the Court 
with only a few sentences on the present 
occasion. He was, as he imagined, re¬ 
lieved even from this n^essity, when he 
had heard the speech of the Centlemau 
who had opened the business, and who 
opposed the Resolution simply on the 
ground of irregularity. He presumed 
there never was a point clearer than the 
Resolution was in tnis respect. They had 
acted so on the very last Meeting. 'I’hcy 
were then called on to appoint a Com¬ 
mittee to carry certain Resolutions into 
execution, and yet, on the motion of the 
hon. gent, who bad just sat down, they 
had set aside the original Resolutions, and 
adopted others diametrically opposite in 
their stead. Here, too, the Court wascall- 
cd on to protect its own character, and 
the character of a. Gentleman, of whose 
conduct they had formeily expressed their 
unanimous approbatioriThut who was new 
most grossly traduced. Notwithstand¬ 
ing all be^bad heard from the Gentleman 
opposite, and though he had often seen 
him unnecessarily Toad himself with dust 
and cobwebs, he confessed that he did not 
recollect an occasion on which the hon. 
gent, bad done so to so little purpose as on 
the present occasion. To the first para¬ 
graph of the Resolution the Wortliy Gen¬ 
tleman had no objection. Ilis objection 
to the second paragraph consisted only in 
finding fault with the words of it, so far as 
the expression disposal of Church Patron¬ 
age was used; like that arch-quibhler 
Mr. Canning, who wished to infer that 
Lord Castlcreagh had not abused East In¬ 
dia Patronage, because the transaction 
had ndt been carried into effect. When 
they saw & Dr. O’Meara brought into tbs 
presence, of Royalty by the interfortnes 
of a common prostitute, was it possible for 
that Court to doubt, that the most corrupt 
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interference had taken place in Church 
Patronage ? As to the third paragraph, 
he (Mr. Waithman) maintained that the 
speech of the Speaker did apply, and that 
it did most completely reprobate the sys¬ 
tem from beginning to end. Lord Liver¬ 
pool, too, had done the same in the House 
of Lords, and both had stated, that though 
the practice was ’known to exist, it had 
never till then been publicly acknowledg¬ 
ed, and the Speaker, on that occasion, ob¬ 
served, that if the practice had not then 
been detected, in the end Seats would have 
been publicly sold, and that such traffic 
" would bring a greater scandal upon Par¬ 
liament and the nation then this country 
has ever known since Parliament had an 
existence.” The VV^orthy Gentleman 
agreed with the next paragraph. Concern¬ 
ing lord Castlereagh, who was, as another 
Worthy Gentleman (Mr. Box) had de¬ 
scribed him, one of the greatest and most 
leading men in the country! Yes, this 
was one of our great leading men, but, he 
should say, whatever the Worthy Gentle¬ 
man opposite might think of the declara¬ 
tion, that, under such men as Lord Cas- 
tlereaglrand Mr. Canning, this country 
could i\(Ot last long. The hon. Gent, said 
he loved virtue and detested vice; but 
how did he love virtue ? as he did a good 
dinner. He loved virtue and detested 
vice in the abstract. Such a thing might 
be possible to the hon, Gent.'s metaphy¬ 
sical mind, but, for his part, he (Mr. W.) 
could not comprehend ft. Though such 
calamities as vice qjjd corruption do exist 
in a State, did the Gent, mean to say 
that they ought to be endured ? Mr. Can¬ 
ning was told that the discover}’ had taken 
place ; he sjid that a stand must be made; 
and so there had, for both parties united 
to preserve the system. The Hon. Gent, 
said, that in the time of sir W. Pulteney 
there was corruption in the State, and to 
a greater extent than at present. He 
asked the hon. Gent, if he could shew him 
a Government which had at any time been 
overturned, unless from tlie dreadful cor¬ 
ruption which existed ? and ought not 
that Court, and the country, at all times to 
exert themselves against corruption, and in 
'favour of virtue. Every free country 
must be in a sort of constant state of re¬ 
sistance on the part of the people, to keep 
in check the encroaeliroeiits of govern- 
wpnt. The hon. gent, seemed, liowever, 
to think that no i'ltei ference shoflld take 
place on the part of the people. In this 
he could not agree. We had frequently 


had good ministers, if the house of com¬ 
mons would have kept a vigilant eye over 
them. So had that Court good officers; 
but if the Court w'ere to suffer their offi¬ 
cers to have it in their power to bribe the 
members of the Court, how long did they 
.suppose the Court would continue to pos¬ 
sess a controul over their own officers, 
worthy and upright men as they might 
otherwise be.* 

Mr. S. Dixon wished to protect the offi¬ 
cers of the Court. 

Mr. Waithman recommended to the 
worthy gent, to reserve his defeflee for 
himself. He was satisfied there was not 
an officer belonging to that Court who be¬ 
lieved that he meant any thing personal 
to them. Under any Administration, even 
though Chatham himself was at (he helm of 
public affiiirs, we must have, and even such 
a minister would require, a vigilant house 
of commons to look after him. The hon. 
gent, said that Mr. Wardle caused deri¬ 
sion in the house by the mention of a 
house in the City for the Sale of Offices. 
True, he did so; but those same persons 
who tlien laughed at his information, after¬ 
wards availed them,selves of it by prose¬ 
cuting the oflemlers, charging the offence 
as one calculated to vilify and degrade 
the govt*lTuncnl, and to bring it* into con- 
lefnpt. The hon. gent, said, borrowing 
the expre.ssion of Mr. Perceval or- Mr. 
Canning, that Mr. Wardle wishejl to re¬ 
duce the expenditure by reducing the 
army. This was not the case ; he wished 
to do so by reducing only what was use¬ 
less and unprofitable. He recollected, 
that in the latter end of the administration 
of lord Nortli, when he could no longer 
stand against the oppositien by which he 
was assailed, that a Committee of* Ac¬ 
counts was appointed. Afterwards, in 1797, 
a Finance Committee was appointed, and 
many reports -were made; but to what 
good end? Commissioners were also ap¬ 
pointed to examine the accounts in the 
West Indies. Several millions wege then 
outstanding, and yet the salaries of the 
persons employed have hitherto exceeded 
the advantage dei ived by the public from 
their labours. He (Mr, Waithman) had 
looked info these accounts, whrcli were as 
voluminous asRapin’s history of England, 
and it was true, as Mr, Wandaam had said, 
we were corruptibn from (op to bottom, 
and could never expect to do good, til! 
things were completely changed. In the 
Wav Officfi (here was a yearly allo'w- 
anco for salaries to the amount of 28,000f, 

• ■* 
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yet this sum remained at the disposal of 
the Secretary to the Treasury, and was no 
doubt given away in pensions, &c.; for 
here the arrear of accounts was explained 
oif the ground that then: was not a suffi¬ 
cient number of cierhs, or that they were 
unqualidcd for the duty. They were, no 
doubt, in many instances, young gentle¬ 
men, who, with notions too exalted for a 
mercantile life, w’erc set down tilery to 
spend their forenoons in amusing them¬ 
selves with Anti-Jacobin Newspapers and 
Magazines, as a fit preparation for the. 
more public sphere in which they were 
afterwards destined to move. fie pro¬ 
ceeded to mention a Mr. Hamilton, w ho, 
with a salary of 150/. in the War Office, 
was also secretary to Mr. W. Dundas, w'itli 
a salary of 300/.; clerk of the Ordnance, 
with a salary, and with free bouse, coals 
and candles, who neglected all these duties 
that he might act as Surveyor of Taxes, 
and who on Mr. Dundas^ retiring, had 
received a pension of 150/. per annum, for 
extraordinary services rendered to Mr. 
W. Diind as (luring the two yeajs he held 
the office of Secretary at VVar. He also 
mentioned a servant of Mr. C. Jenkinson’s, 
wlio held the office of a IMessenger in the 
War Office for upwards of 30 years, during 
all of w^ich time he never quitted his 
Diaster (then lord Liverpool’s) service: 
that 'general Fitzpatrick’s Secretary had 
also, on his retiring, received a pension as 
Mr. W.'Dundas’s had done. Tliese were 
all men, he contended, who ought not to 
be trusted. The hon. gent, said there were 
only 200 members of the House of Coin- 
nions'vvho were supposed to be influenced 
by the Minister. He (Mr. W.) maintain¬ 
ed that there were not 20 in the wliole 
hou'^ who were completely disinlerealed, 
he meant through themselves or relatives, 
or through peers with whom they might 
be connected, or in stations naval ormili- 
tary; meninightbeas much influenced by 
expecting as by having; and what im¬ 
mense influence must not a revenue cff78 
million'^ per annum be supposed to create. 
When lord Amherst was Cominander^in 
Chief the whole expenditure of his office 
was 1,000/. a year; now it amounted to 
8 ,000/. Col. Gordon, the Sesretary to 
the Commander, had 2,000/. a year, being 
double the whole cxpence in lord Am¬ 
herst’s time, yet it surely would not be 
contended that the business was not as 
well done then as it was now. The hon. 
gent, called the Resolution of 4he Worthy 
Alderman crude. He must rather con¬ 


ceive the speech of the worthy .Gentle¬ 
man to be so. He had never left the Court 
more in the dark, than on the presen\ oc¬ 
casion, though he himself seemed to hare 
been getting new lights lately, which 
taught him to advise the Court to support 
the prerogative against the people. He 
proceeded to read a quotation from a speech 
of Mr. Justice Bailey/ in the case of sir 
Christopher Hawkins, in which the learned 
Judge states, that if the rights of election 
are so to be trampled on, the Constitution 
which is now our boast, will be something 
even less than a shadow. Tliis was the 
opinion of one of the Judges of England, 
and where wa# this shadow even to he 
found, if the House of Commons, instead 
of discharging their duty, was to protect 
the prerogative against the people. Tic; 
Hon. Gentleman’s argunfents went to prove 
quite the reverse of what he wished, and 
completely shewed that the country could 
’not at present have eTny confidence in 
Ministers. They had now so much to do 
in the House of Commons, that they could 
not think of the great affairs of the nation. 
When the Hon. Gent, declared that lie 
would be ready to go up to tile. Throne 
week after week till the corruptions in the 
State were done away, he (Mr. W.) did 
not expect that he would have shewn so 
little punctuality. When the other wor¬ 
thy Member, however (Mr. Kemble), de¬ 
clared that his blood was boiling at the 
distresses of the people, he little expected 
that be could have been silent during the 
series of calamities which the country had 
lately sustained by tl^ gross inellioiency 
of its Government; but still less <muld he 
have imagined that that worthy Gentle¬ 
man would have come forward, and called 
oil the Court to rescind the motion, which 
did ihein more honour than any other 
Resolutions which they had pas.sed fm 
several years. The w'ortliy GentlemiU' 
talked of charity; let him think however 
of those brave men, and their relath'c.s 
who perished along with the gallant 
Moore, and in our other more recent ex¬ 
peditions. — And though we were told 
that due inquiry had been made, Mr. 
Canning since fells us rio, and yet, whfle 
he admits the inefficiency of the minister) 
under whom the Expedition was prepared 
he sits calmly by and allows Imui to tak" 
the ^uperintendance of two other Expedi¬ 
tions, and to send two other armies to bo 
• wastedr one at Walcheren, and another if 
Spain. It was the duty of that Court to 
stand up and defend every public 
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Then they saw him attacked by both I 
larties. When Col. Wardle first stood up 
a the House of Commons he had not one 
uar\,to support him, and yet, at. the end, 
te had 125 with him aatainst both parties, 
it wa.s his (Mr. W.'s) firm conviction that 
he country could not .stand unless the 
douse of Commons kept a vigilant eye 
)ver ministers. sBy passing a Hill to pre- 
rent the Sale of Seats in .the House of 
Hoinraons, they had themselves recognized 
he existence of such a practice. If the 
iJourt rescinded this Vote, they would 
hereby pass a censure on Col. Wardle, 
ind degrade themselves and their Consti- 
uents. If so, he hoped meetings of the 
iJitizens would be called to consider of 
heir conduct. Jf they acted so unwor- 
hily, he should not desire again to have a 
leat in that Coiitt. 

Mr. S. DijCon supported tlve motion. 

Mr. Kemijle disclaimed an}"- intention 
ff reflecting upon the character of Mr. 
Wardle, declaring that if he conceived 
•he Motion he thought it his duty to sub¬ 
mit had such a tendency, he would imme- 
iiately withdraw iu Mr. Wardle was so 
lituate^ at present, that he would feel it 
unjust to make any attack upon him. 
Full Opportunity for explanation ought in 
ustice to be afi’orded him, before any 
Jecision was formed against him. That 
there was a great deal nece.ssary to be ex¬ 
plained was obvious, and he had no doubt 
that much would come out of which the 
public had. not yet the .least idea. As to 
the sentiments of the Gentleman on the 
floor, (Mr. Waithman), he must say, that 
although he approved of his conduct on 
certain occasions, he was not prepared to 
go the entire length to which these senti¬ 
ments worlld lead. He felt himself quite 
ail independent man, owing no favour to 
any Minister, and he was decidedly hos¬ 
tile to corruption, which he would have 
lorn up by the roots; but the learned 
Gentleman on the floor had taught him a 
lesson,'how cautious he should be as to the 
companv with which he acted, in prose¬ 
cution o'f his principles, lest he should be 
betrayed farther than it was his wish to 
■go. 

Mr. Alderman Atkins deprecated the 
unquplified censure of the House of Com¬ 
mons, which the Court had heard in the 
Course of the debate. How, he would ask, 
could it be consistently maintained, that 
there were not 20 independent Mem¬ 
bers in that Assembly, wlfen it was recol- 
lacted, as the Gentleman himself who 
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made the assertion quoted, that 125 Mem¬ 
bers voted with Mr. Wardle; and when 
its conduct in Lord Melville’s case was 
taken into account, there he would ever 
contend that the independence and inte¬ 
grity of the House of Commons—that its 
proud support of the British character, was 
most eminently’ proved. 

Mr. MiLLEii emphatically contrasted the 
conduct pursued by certain Gentlemen, 
w'ith regard to the Family of the King and 
the interest of the Minister. When it was 
proposed to thank Mr. Wardle for his op¬ 
position to the Duke of York, thjjse Gen¬ 
tlemen, iiotwilhstanding all their vaunted 
loyalty, were silent or ac(|tiie«;ent; but 
the moment the interest of the Minister 
was attacked, up started this party to raise 
a hue and cry against Mr. Wardle. It 
would be wv'll for veal loyalists to consi- 
sidcr this contrast. It was equally mate¬ 
rial to the King and to the people to con¬ 
sider it, and to examine the character and 
motives of those who abused Mr. Wardle. 
They must be stupid indeed who could 
! suppose^tliat that abuse sprung from any 
objection to vice, or any regard to virtue. 
No, Mr. Wardle was not abused, because 
he was believed to be wrong, but because 
he was known to be right—and if he had 
not dtvserved the approbation and esteem 
good men, the base men, by whom he 
was abused, would have been his pane¬ 
gyrists. But Mr. Wardle, supported by 
the people, must triumph over sfleh foes. 

Upon the question being put, a very 
decided majority appeared in favour of 
the Previous Question.—We could not in¬ 
deed perceive more than five hands in 
faveur of Mr. Kemble’s motion. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Sweden and Russia. —Trealy of Peace Ac- 
tti-een Sweden and Russia , Dated b-\llh 
September 1 SO!). 

In the name of the Holy and Undivided 
Trinity! His Majesty the King oS’Sweden, 
and his Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, equally animated by the desire of 
causing the advantages of peace to suc¬ 
ceed to ,the calamities of war, and of re¬ 
establishing harmony and good under¬ 
standing between their states, have, t» 
this effect, appointed their Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries ; namely, his Majesty the King of 
Sweden, Baron Count Louis Bogislas; 
Christoplysr de Stedinck.one of the Nobles 
of the kingdom of Sweden, General of 
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Infantry of tbcSvieiiisli armies, Knight and 
Gommander of the Swedish Oirfers, Grand 
Cross of‘the Order of the Sword, Knight 
of the Order of St. Andrew, of St. Alex- 
andhr Newakvi and of St. Anne of the first 
class j and M. Andrew Frederick Skojol* 
derand. Colonel and Commander of the 
Order of the Sword : and his Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Ressias, Count Nicholas 
Romanzofl) actual Pri^ Counsellor, Mem¬ 
ber of the Council of State, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Minister of Commerce, 
Senator, actual Chamberlain, Knight of 
the Orders of St. Andrew, St. Ale:^ander 
Newsky, Grand Cross of the Order of St. 
Wladimir, and of St. Anne of the First 
Classes, Grand Eagle of the Legion of Ho¬ 
nour of France, Knight of the Royal 
Prussian Orders of the Black Eagle and 
Red Eagle, and of the Royal Dutch Order 
of the Union, and M. David Alopeus, 
actual Chamberlain, Knight of the Grand 
Cross of the Order of St. Wladimir of 
the second class, and of St. Anne, of 
the first;—who, after the exchange of 
their respective full powers, found to be 
good and in due form, have agreed upon 
the following Articles;— 

Art. I. There shall henceforth be peace, 
friendship, and good understanding be¬ 
tween his Majesty the King of Sweden, 
and his Majesty the Emperor of all the* 
Rusaias. The lygh contracting parties 
will make it their chief study to maintain 
a perfect harmony between themselves, 
their states, and Subjects, and will care¬ 
fully avoid whatever may hereafter dis- 
turb the union so happily re-established. 

II. His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias having lirtanifestcd the invariable 
resolution not t© separate his interests 
from those of his allies, and his Swedish 
Majesty wishing to give, in favour of his 
subjects, all the extent possible to the ad¬ 
vantages of the Peace, promises and en¬ 
gages, in the most solemn and binding 
manner, to neglect nothing which, on his 
part, may tend to the prompt conclusion 
of Peace between him and his Majesty 
the Emperor of the French, Kinglof Italy, 
and his Majesty the King of Denmark and 
Norway, by the means of the direct he- 
gociations already commenced with these 
Powers. 

HI. His Majesty the King of Sweden, 
in order to give an evident proof of hi.s de¬ 
sire to renew the most intimate relations 
tvilb the august allies of his Majesty the 


Emperhr of all the Russias, promises to 
adhere to the continental syltem, with 
such modifications as shall be more par¬ 
ticularly stipulated in the negociation 
which is about to be opened between 
Sweden, France, and Denmark —Mean- 
while, his Swedish Majesty engages, from 
the exchange of the ratifications of the 
present Treaty, to order*that the ports of 
the kingdom of Sweden shall be closed, 
both to the ships of war and merchantmen 
of GreawBritain, with the exception of the 
importation of salt and colonial produc¬ 
tions, which habit has rendered neces¬ 
sary to the people of Sweden.—His Ma¬ 
jesty the Emperor of all the Russias pro¬ 
mises before-hand, to consent to every 
modification which his allies may consider 
just and fit to be admitted in favour of 
Sweden, with respect to‘ commerce and 
mercantile navigation. 

IV. His Majesty, the King of Sweden, 
afe well for himself as forliis successors to 
the throne and kingdom of Sweden, re¬ 
nounces irrevocably and in perpetuity, 
in favour of his Majesty the Emperor of 
all the Russias, ami his successors to the 
Throne and Empire of Russia, all hi« rights 
and titles to the Governments hereafter 
specified, which have beep conquered 
from the Crown of Sweden by the arm 
of his Imperial Majesty in jhe present 
war, namely—The Governments of K}- 
menagard, Nyland, and Tavastchus, Abu 
and Bjorneborg, with the isles Aland, Sa- 
volax and Coreliv, Wasa, Uld<iborg, and 
part of West Bothnia, extending to the 
river of Tornea, as shfll be fixed in the 
subsequent Article in the demarkation of 
the frontiers.—These governments, witli 
all the inhabitants, towns, ports, fortresses 
villages and islands, as well as all the de- 
peudeilcies, prerogatives, rights, and emo¬ 
luments, shall henceforth belong, in fiui 
property and sovereignty, to the Empire 
of Russia, and shall remain incorporated 
with it—To this effect his Majesty the 
King of Sweden promises, in tlic most 
solemn and obligatory ■ manner, as well 
for himself as for bis successors, and all 
the kingdom of Sweden, never to make 
any claim, direct or indirect,*on the sail! 
governments, provinces, islands, and ter¬ 
ritories, all the inhabitants of which shall, 
in virtue of this renunciation, be relieved 
from the homage and oath of fidelity by 
which th^ were bound to the 'Crown of 
Sweden.* , (To be continued.J 
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“ Tilt! (U'fect of Rupre'-entation is tho national disease j and, unless you apply a remetly directly to 

“ that disease, you uiust inevitably take iho consequences with which it is pregnant.- fVilhotit a 

“ faj/iamenlari/Jiefnrm the natii'n wi\l be PLUNGEO INTO NEW WARSj without a Parliamentary 
“ PaTorm you CANNOT BE SAPE AGAINdT BAD MINISTERS, nor can good ministers be of use 
“ to you. No HONFiST i^an can, accuuiiiig to the present system. Continue minister.” 

Mn. Pitt's 1782. 
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TO THE 


Independent Peopee of Hampshire. 

Letter iV. 

Pfn'liameiiUiiy Reform. 

Gentlemen, 

My axldrosse-s to you, upon this subject, 
have i'or some months been discontinued 
on account of other matter having iVircetl 
itself upon the public attention. Mow 
we may resume the discussion without 
much danger of its being interrupted by 
the interest excited by warlike events, 
seeing that, after what we have now seen 
in thSt nay, there can happen nothing of 
the sort, capable of exciting our wonder, 
or rou.sing our indignation. Since the 
date of my Third Letter ; that i,s to say, 
witliin tht short space of six months, vve 
have seen, I. The war and the peace, be¬ 
gun and concluded in Austria. 2. We 
have seen the campaign in the southern 
peninsula, the destructive campaign in 
Spain and Portc^l, and the list of titles 
bestowed upon our commander. 3. We 
have seen the splendid and enormously 
expensive emliassy to Spain. 4. W# 
have seen the Walcherea Expedition, for 
tlie achievements of which, as well as for 
those of Baron Douro, the Park and 
Tower guns were fired, and government 
illuminations were made, in token of joy. 
5. We have seen, one week, materials 
[even to brick ami mortar) and workmen 
shipped off for the purpose of building 
barracks wherein to lodge our troops in 
the island of Walclieren, and, the next 
week, we have seen it stated, that these 
troops are ordered to evacuate the island. 
In short, six such months for military 
events; six months of such importance to 
the world have, I am pretty confident, 
never been before, though my opinion is, 
that the next six, after this wiutty, will not 
Ee les important. Well,'Gentlemen, now, 
look back over these six last months, not for¬ 
getting that one .of thetOHUBters remained 


ill olBce along with another of them, and 
suifered that other to plan and execute 
the terrible expedition to Walcheren, 
while the former carried in his pocket A 
promise of the di.sniissal of the latter, 
upon the ground of his unfitness for his 
office ; not forgetting, 1 say, that mil¬ 
lions of our taxes and the lives of thousands 
of our countrymen were committed to the 
united councils, to the co-operating wis¬ 
dom, of men whose jealousy and hatred 
of each other urged lluin, at last, to shoot 
at each other’s heads; look back over 
these six last months ; then read my 
motto; and then ask yourselves, whether 
you have not there before you the disease 
and the remedy. 

When Piit uttered these words he did 
not iTiresee, that he himself should go .so 
far in the way of fulfilling them. He 
could hardly hive foresoe.n, that," without 
" a Reform,” he should becom*! minister, 
and “ continue” such for nearly twenty 
years; had he foreseen this, he would not 
have declared, that, without a reform, no 
honest man could continue 7tnriisf^r. We 
are now in a situation to render this sub¬ 
ject particularly interesting, because we 
have the practical Consc^juenccs hefiire our 
eye.s. A change of ininisirp is called for by 
some per.sons, as the means of saving th« 
nation ; or, at least, of affording it a 
chance of salvation ; but, Pitt, in this me¬ 
morable speech, told u.s, that, " without 
“ a Parliamentary Reforn>, a>c» good mi- 
“ nisters would be of no me,” a truth which, 

I think, none but such persons as the Edin¬ 
burgh Reviewers, that is to say, those 
who profit, or geek to profit, from corrup¬ 
tion, will attempt to deny. 

There cannot, 1 think, be the smallest 
doubt, that it is owing to the want of a 
representation of the people, that this na¬ 
tion has been plunged into new w'ars and 
expensive and useless and inglorious wars; 
for, indeed, it is manifest, that almost con- ‘ 
slant war is necessary to tlic present sys- 
tern, wfir being the source of such «ndleB.s 
2B 
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means of influence. But, to take a recent people, nor, indeed, of any portion of the 
instance or two, is it not notorious, that people. 

the war for Ferdinand VII, a war which It was nay intention, at this time, mere- 
has already cost us so many millions in ly to point out to you some of the con- 
taxes and so many thousyiids of valuable sequences, which we have, at this moment, 
ives, a war the events of which make one before us, of a want of a Parliamentary 
shudder with honor; is it not notorioiis, Reform; but, an advertisement, which I 
that this war was never approved of by have just seen, for a courity-meeting in 
the people of this kingdom, who were will- Bekksiijue “ to, consider of an Address, 
ing to initke any sat rifices for the |)uri>ose “ congratulating his Majesty on Iris cntcr- 
of restoi iiig the Hhtrlics of Spain, and of “ ng the 50ih year of his reign,” induces 
deleiiding them against Buonaparte, but me to Ireg leave to trouble you with a few 

who abhorred tlie idea of aiding in the per- words upon that subject.-If there should 

petuating of Spanish/Aanrfage? Tlie Etlin- be a meeting called in this county for a 
Lurgli ile\ iewers Itave asserted, that tlie similar purpose, and if the Address, there 
people have to thank themselves for the Na- proposed, should contain, whctlier ex- 
tional Debt, . I’or that they have always pressly or by owpltcctio/i, any praise of tint 
urged the government to 7nuke war: That ministers ana meusares of this most unforlu- 
eveiy one of the w-ars of this reign has nate and calamitous reign, it will be our 
been a waroftlie people. “The people!” duly' to demand an alteration in .such Ad- 
What a shame I'or men of talents tlius to dress. There isnot a raanof u.s who w ill be 
prostitute those talents! The people ? In disposed to dissent from any expression of 
what way did the people cxfiress their ap- good wishes or of duty towards his Majesty; 
prnlralion of tliis war for Ferdinand ? I hut, at the same liim:, that we " congratu- 
nced not put the question to those ^of you, “late him upon his having entered on 
(icnlleincn, who happen to live at Win- “ the 50th yearof his .eign ;” at the same 
Chester,.and who saw some two score of time tliat we express our fidelity Iq. him 
•ycophantic clergymen and tax-gatherers as our sovereign, it will be perfectly 
and barrack-master.s and dock-yard con- proper for us to express our unfeigned 
tractors trooping to St. John’s Mouse at regret, that, during tlie whole of his 
the heels of George Rose, and tl’.ere, call- , reign, lie has never liad but very few’ Ber¬ 
ing themselves «coMrt(y wifc/wig, passing, in vaiits, in whom the peojilc confided, and 
the form ofan Address to I he Ring, ail appro- tliat every set of Ins servants have been, 
bationol'tlifewar justthenresolved upon,.uid by their .successors, accused of want of 
which Address was brought ready maim- honesty as well as want of wisdom ; so 
factured, in the pocket of the said George that, each set of servants have made false 

Rose, or some one acting under liis direc- assertions, or every seth^K'e been bad.- 

tion. Now’is it not baseness to the last I trust, thatwe shall nolkeepaway from tlii* 
degree for any well-informed man to call meeting (if one should take place) merely 
this tilth voice of t1\c people of Hampshire? because it may’ be called by others. It is 
Our voice, as you well know, was direct^' a time of the year when most men have 
against such a war; and, indeed, our in- some leisure. My decided opinion is, 
terests must be eternally o|ipo. ed to every that it is impo«sihle for George Rose and 
project, calculated, as this was, to produce all bis underlings to pack a meeting in 
a waste of national resources, ivirJiout tlie .such a way as to obtain any thing resem- 
smallest chance of eflocting any good pur- bliiig a majority, iinle..vs tlicy were to hire 
pose whatsoever. It is not so vvitli the far carts and waggons and actually bring up 
greater part of those, who assemble upon loads from the Dock yards and the Bar- 
such occasions. They’ liave an .interest racks in the Isle of Wight. Indeed, they 
not only’ separate from, but in direct oppo- cannot do it: let theyeoj««wry act as they 
sitinn to, our interests. To them every ad- did upon the last occasion, and there is not 

dition to the taxes (no matter frotn what the smallest doubt of their success.-- 

cause) is a fteniyff, because the gain of most This county hashing been regarded as 
of them is in p' opovtion to the amount of being fpU as much at the, mini.sters’nod as 
the taxes. Anti, wdiich ■applies to the if it were a rotten borough. It was only 
whole of them, they, at any rate, have in becau.se it*^ had lent itself to faction. 
view some place, pension, or emolument EVery’ mall almost was persuaded to attach 
from the ministry of tlie day, artd, there- himself to one faction or the other, and 
fore, they ought not to be, in such a case, thus became a political slave of his own 
•onsidered’as spcalfing the voice of the ^accord. This is net now the ease. We 
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now think, each man of us for himself, 
and we have proved to the nation, that 
Hampshire is yet a little more dear to us 

tlmn Hanover.-1 beg leave to add one 

caution. The factions may, perhaps, 
agree to call together only the Noblemen, 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders. But, 
they have no jpower of exclusion. Every 
man, who can possibly attend, should 
attend, and no one dare attempt to set his 
voice aside. There are thousands of per¬ 
sons, who have copy-hold, or lease-hold, 
lands, or who have good personal pro¬ 
perty, though they have nothing of what 
is called freehold; hut, will such persons 
be weak enough to keep away from a 
county-meeting upon that account, and 
thus tacitly sanction the abominable abuse, 
of which we .complain, and which abuse 
sets a forty-shilling freeholder, who is not 
mifrequently a pauper, above the copy or 
lease holder, or the ntan in trade, or the 
farmer, who is, perhaps, worth thousands 
of pounds, and who pays in taxes every 
year, or, perhaps tlnee or four times a 
year, more than tlie fee-simple of the 
forty-shilling freeliolder’s properly is 

vt'orfh.-“ISo: I trust, that there are, at 

this day, very few indeed of the yeomanry 
and trade.sinen of this county, wlio aie lo 
be thus deceived, or thus intimidated fioin^ 
doing their duty. Every man in the 
county has a right to attend a county 
meeting, and, tor this reason, that no one 
has a right to put any^ question to Iriin as 
to what is the nature of his propertj'. 
Those who puy mo taxes, indeed, if any 
such could he found, might, w'iih .some 
shew of reason, be objected to. At a 
meeting, some time ago, at Reading, it 
was askfcd whether there were any but 
freeholders in the Hall; whereupon Mr. 
Hallett saitl: " If there he, any man 
“ here who does not pay taxes, in one 
“ shape or another, let him withdraw.'’ 

A laugh ensued, and all stood fast.- 

This is the principle whereon to act in 
such a case. There is no one who 
has authority to examine into any pei-- 
son’s qualification. iNo one has authority 
to bid another go away; and, therefore, 
I trust, that any trick intended to make 
the meeting thin, will be defeated. 

I am, Gentlemen, . 

Your friend, 

COBBETT. 

Bolky , 21 Nov. 1 fe'09. • 

SUMMARY Of POLITICS. 

State of Franck,— —Many have been 
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the occasions, upon which I have endea¬ 
voured to guard my readers against a be¬ 
lief of the reports, published in this coun¬ 
try, relative to the pretended misery and 
disaffection of the people in France; wlncli 
reports have been repeated, perhaps, a 

thousand times_The mischief of this 

delusion, is, that it leads people to rely 
upon what is not true, and disposes them 
to slacken in their exertions for their coun¬ 
try’s defence. To be deceived, in any 
thing, is mischievous; but every decep¬ 
tion of thissort is peculiarly so.—;—Most of 
the attempts to deceive the piAIic in this 
way liave been gross enough; but. I 
do not, at present, recollect any one .so 
very gross as that, which I am about to 
make a subject of comment; and, what 
makes it the more necessary to be com¬ 
mented on, is, that it found its way to the 
public through the pages of the Morning 
Chronicle, which introduced it in a man¬ 
ner calculated to give it as much credit as 
))ossil>le. The introductory words of the 

editor are as follows:- “ The Packet of 

“ Freilch Papers which should have been 
“ delivered to ns on Monday evening, 

“ reached our hands yesterday morning. 

“ It has fmnislied us with a regular set of 
thp Courier de 1’ Europe down to the 4th 
“ itist. and what is of more importance, with 
“ a particular detail of the present state 
of France, written by a Gentleman who 
" has had the best fneans of observation, and 
" upon whose authority we can IMPLI- 

“ CITLY RELY.-The following is the 

“substance of his private letter to us:” 

-Now, who, from this intvoduction, 

would not suppose, that a detail was about 
to be given, worthy of public reliance.^ 
The editor says.'that he himself ^implicitly 
relies upon it; he calls \[, important; and 
he says his correspondent has had the 

best means of observation.-The article 

is taken from the Morning Chronicle ol 
the 1.5th instant. I think it necessary to 
be particular; for, really, it is hard to be¬ 
lieve, and I could blame no oitft lor doubt¬ 
ing in the existence of such a publication. 
Besides, it contains a statement respecting 
the conduct of English prisoners ot war 
ill France, of which I should he very sorry 
to be suspected as the author, or even the 
promulgator; for, if the lact stated be 
true, it is indeed of importance, but of a 

most disgraceful nature.--Here, then, 

is that detail, on which the editor of the 
Morning Chronicle places implicit reliance. 

-The date, as to place, is blank*: the 

time is the 4th of November. — “ Buona- 
2 B2 


NOVEMBER 23, 1809 .—State <rf France, 
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" parti paswd through Meaux, on tlie 
“ 2 ()l1i October, at three o’clock; he ap- 
*' peared unusually pale and fatigued; a 
" handkerchief was tied round his head ; 

on a* faint cry of Vive Napoleon! Vive 
*•' I’ Euipereur! he scarcely nodded his head. 

“ His baggage was on its route for 
"Bayonne—troops marching from all 
" parts of the North for Spain. He goes 
" after the meeting of the Senate. Joseph 
" Buonaparte is to be King of Italy. Spain 
“ to be treated as a conquered country, 
" and divided into twelve Governments. 

"-Beahharnois is to be King of Po- 

" land ; that part lately wrested from'the 
" Austrians to form a part of the king- 

“ dom.-Not a light more than the ordi- 

nary lamps were seen at Paris on the an- 
“ iiouncing of peace, although the Moiii- 
“ teur boasted of a general joy and illu- 
mination ; no such thing; the Parisians 
" are as indiff'irent to any peace on the Con- 
" tinent as the K/iann of Tartary. They 
" complain loudly of ike Corsican's am- 
bition; pray tor peace with England, 
" vdth 'whom they are not enemies. It' is the 
Corsican himself, and those who are en- 
" joying military rank and |)!ace, that are 
" for war; but they wish for repose. 'J'here 
“ is no Commerce ; Paris presents per^ect- 
“ l_y splendid misery; a feve carriages, and 
" those by no means convey any great idea of 
•• riches. P>ory trUder readily carries 
" his merchandize 2.'» or 30 per cent, for 
" leaxly money. Coffee, sugar, cloth, all 
cotton nianufaclurcs, augment amazingly 
“ in price. T!ie theatres not half full, e\- 
" cept in vhe Bills are stuck up every 
*' night at St. Cloud, Malniaison, and in 
“ the streets, that tjic police are anploycd 
“ taking 'dawn. 'I’lie furmers ruined, ean- 
*' not pay their servants or their labourers,'' 
" but in kind,'.cheat bemg so cheap and ptenti- 
*‘fid. Where they dare speak, 1 never 'w'as 
" witness to so much discontent, in every de- 
"partment; and this new call of SO,000 
*' men (which will be treble) has filled up^ 
" their son-oy;. The flower of the' 

" army is cut off. The Imperial'Guard, 
" not one out of ten, that left Paris in April 
“ last, retia'iied without loss of limb or severely 
" 'wounded: the privuies and subaltern OjTicirs 
“ ppeah freely. His army is composed r»f 
" thousands of Prussians, whom he took 
" prisoners, and never sufierMl to return, in 
" violation of the treaty of peace. The 
" conscripts wqnnd and maim themss Ives 
" to prevent serving.—The new* public 
" works are »jot paid for: tlie pt rsoii 
" who , is repairing |,he Thuillerics, tkc. 


" has not been paid a sous since two years, 
" and then on Government bonds at more 
“ than 12 per cent, discount.—Sir Thomas 
" Lavie was thrown into pri.son and con- 
“ veyed at four in the morning to St. Me- 
" nehould, a small fortification near Ver- 
" dun ; his papers seized, and no one 
" knew for why—a most wicked breach 
" ol' good faith, almost as wicked as our 
" detention of the Corsican. They treat 
“our prisoners with •uncommon cruelty; 
“ thumb-screwed, a chain romid ilicir necks and 
'•bodies, conducted from brigade to bri- 
“ gade; nothing but bread, no wine, no 
“ beer, no meat, oftentinu's without straw, 
“ and put into diitigeotis full of water! 
" chained often with galley slaves or 
“ other criminals. This severity has 
“forced many to enter into,their service; 
“ 600 already clothed and armed, passed 
“ through Meaux for Bayonne. They swore 
*' to me they would desert; above 30 luid. 
“I* am sure, poor feltoivs,-ihcy entered 
“ into the service with no other vkw than 
“ running away; but, ai;is ! I fear they 
“ will never succeed.”-Now, this de¬ 

tail does, I think, cciiie completely up 
to the instructions given by .Sir Toby to 
liis bfo'. In r kiiiglit, when the latter is about 
to write a elwliengc to liis suppo.sed rival : 
f‘ Let it be curst and brief; liave as many 
“ lies as will lie in thy .sheet of paper; 
“ let there be gall enough in tiiy ink, 
“ though thou write with a goose pen.” 

-Let us pass ever the faint cry of 

Vive Napohon, and also the dim illumina¬ 
tion at Puris, ucb,ii‘.ttiiig,»f()r the sake of 
avoiding dispute, tliat the ace.'uuis, which 
tile I'lloiutenr gives of the joy and enthusi- 
a-tic loyally of tile people of France, are 
just about- as true as tliose, givert by the 
i\Ioriiing< Post and other liireiing prints, 
in .similar caH> c, on this .side, of the water, 
l.etsw.ilievv, too, the assertion, tliat the peo¬ 
ple of Paris are quite indiiii reHt about any 
peace upon the contiti' nt, and that they 
[iray for peace with os, whom they love 
most covdi'aily, and further that itiey com¬ 
plain loudly of the Corsican’s ambition. . .. 
But, stay ! We must be cautious iiovv we 
believe this; because our authentic gen¬ 
tleman has, in other pai t.s of his letter, 
fold ut that it is only certain persons 
who dare speak. Here -seems to be a little 
contradicition; and, indeed, ii'it he true, 
tliat the PaiY'tians do loudly coinpiuin of 
the Corsieaw’s ambition, they lake greater 
liberties wliii their sovereign th-au we 
e.vtrdo'.vitii outs, of whom none of us ever 
dream of contplainiiig, though wc'iiave 
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se6n soipe little slaughter of our country¬ 
men, and though this war as well as the 
last was bc;^m by our government. If, 
therefore, the people of France do loudly 
complain of the conduct ‘of their sove¬ 
reign, the people of France are not in a 

state of slavery so very com)jlete.-So, 

amongst the proof of misery, the " dieatrcs 
“ are not Ilow arc our thehtres F 

" The |)()lice arc employed taking dozen.” 
Flow arc our police employed ? Oh ! 
what unfortunate strings to touch upon 
just at tliis lime ! But, what are we to 
think of what this authentic gentleman 
says about the losses in the army F “ The 
“ flower of the army* is cut (df.” Good 
t-iod ! and is that a subject of discontent in 
France i Are we to believe, that that will 
cause the pcoj^le to hale their sovereign ; 
and are we to believe this loo, just at this 
time, wlicn we are still hearing the ac¬ 
counts of the Jubilee through the besotted 
columns of tlie hired prints ? Do the peo- 
jjIc of France charge tiieir soveiaugn with 

the blood of liis armies ?-Kot one in 

“ ten that left Pari.s, in April last, without 
lost of iiriib, or severely wounded.” Well, 
andwhat then ? But, really, one can 
scarcely heip thinking, tliat this corres¬ 
pondent of the hlortiing (Jironiclc was 
writing ironically. Alas! the Frmcli 
army, though very likely their loss amf 
their .suflerings have been great, have, not 
fought and bled and suflered in vain : 
they have returned, though few in number, 
perhaps, covered with glory and nut with 
disgrace. The lit’iperor of France viiay bold 
up bis conquests as the price of his people’s 
sacrifices. He may say to them, that, 
if he has called u[)on tliem for great ser¬ 
vices, afid great pecuniary saci ilices, he 
has given them in exchange nerfcct se¬ 
curity. Ilis people dread no eneii!)'. They 
are haunted with no fears of invasion. 
They arc not filled with alarms. They 
are not in doubt as to what nmy be their 
fate in six montiis from any given day. 
They are, in short, in a settled state of 
things, and they have as much of glory as 

is necessary even for them.-Paris, it 

seems, according to the notions of this 
writer, is in a state of splendid misery, and, 
as a proof of it, he tells us, that there are 
but very ./hi) carriages. This writer forgets 
the passage, wherein Goldsmith, who 
was, 1 take it, full as sound a 4 }uiitical phi¬ 
losopher as this gentleman; h^ forgets the 
passage, wherein this [met so justly, so 
poetically, and so feelingly describes the 
misery, wliicb never fails to accompany 


the " rattling chariots’ clash, flic torches’ 
" glare.”V Perhaps there is no remark that 
could have been made, better calculated 
than this, to give a reflecting man a fa¬ 
vourable ojiinion of the change, whioh the 
last seventeen years has introduced into 
FVance. The tault here is, that it is all 
carriagci?, all rattle and glare, in the pub¬ 
lic parts of the metropolis, wliile, every 
where else, real misery prcvail-s; while 
the poor-rates and the number of paupers 
are daily augmenting; and w bile llio 
whole iialion is .so heavily burdened willi 
tuxes, that no man can scarcel^/^ call any 
thing bis own.-As if, however, the ab¬ 

sence of carriages from llie streets of Pa¬ 
ris ; as if the disappearance, or, at least, 
the diminution of luxury} as if ibis wero 
not suilicicnt to convince us of the misery 
existing in France; as if, to convince us 
Ihul the |)eopleof France are in a misera¬ 
ble state, it w’erc not sufficient to tell us 
that they arc not in danger of being tram¬ 
pled under foot by the horses of loan-job¬ 
bers, jews and contractors ; as if this were 
inadec^uate to the giving of us a just no¬ 
tion of the misery of the French people, 
this gentleman tells us ... . wliat, think 
you, reader ? You have seen, or you never 
would have guessed at it, if you had kept 
on gbcssiug to the end of your life. He 
gives us as a proof of the misery of the peo¬ 
ple of France, the fact of “ wheat BEING 
- SO CHEAP AND SO PLliNTIFUL.” 
There is a proof of misery! There is a 
proof of national misery , and of the terrible 
efiecls of the change that has taken place 
in France 1 Have a care. Sir, ho\y you pro¬ 
mulgate such proofs of French misery; 
for the}' might produce, in England, effects 
tliat you do not ap}«ar to be jiware of, 
especially if the quartern loaf should hap¬ 
pen to rise to half a crown or two shillings. 

-This is, to be .sure, a most curious 

sym|jtom of national misery, and no le-ss 
carious a source of national discontent. 
We now know, then, what it is these gen¬ 
tlemen mean wb.en they talk*of national 
misery, national ruin, national destruction, 
and the like. They mean that slate of 
things, in which there are fi w’ coaches 
and qhariots and landaus and curricles, 
hut in which there is plenty of bread. 
They mean that state of things, in which 
there are, conrparatively speaking,yheper- 
sons who live upon the taxes; few persons 
who live upon the fruit of the labour, w 
of the .estates, of others. * This is what 
they mean by national misery and destruc¬ 
tion } But, I would advise them, if they 
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really have discovered this to be the case friend, if he had been of Pitt’s council, 
in Fi ance, to “ keep their own councilwould have told him, that he went just the 
for that, even with the aid of t\^eJee-los(h wrong way to work ; lor that, the certain 
phee of the lidinburgh Reviewers, they will way to ruin a nation was to ensure it, nf 
never* persuade the people of England, possible, most‘abundant crops of every 
that the sight of the fine carriages of jews thing, and especially of wheat; that is to 

and contractors is preferable to plenty of say, an abundance of bread.-1 do not 

bread.-_But, it seems, this abundance of know how the reader may view this matter, 

tiltcut has ruined the farmers. -^\Vcll, but, to mo, it appears very disgracelul to 

then, what prett\r fellows we must be, who this country, that such absurdities as this 
havcjin our ConimonPrayer Book Forms of should be sent forth to the public, through 
Tlianks^hnng for Plenteousness ? All the the columns and under the express recom- 
niaxims of the world are wrong, then? mendation of a print of long standing, and 
People shoftild pray to be guarded against of established character. It is not many 
abimdant crops ? The arts of tilling and weeks since a publication appeared in one 
manuring, and the anxieties of the hus- of our daily prints, which of them I now 
bandman, are, then, all worse than use- forget, giving quite another account ol the 

less?-“ The farmers are ruined, wheat agricultural state of France. The writer 

being so cheap and plentiful.” If it be in that case, as well as in this, wished to 
plentiful, it will, of course, be cheap, make us believe that the people of I’rance 
One is a consequence of the other; were miserable, and, of course disconlent- 
but, that the growers of corn should be ed; but, the former did not, apparently 
ruined by the abundance of produce is i think it likely, that we sliouid be able to 
an absurdity too gross to be tolerated | discover a source of liational misery in the 

for one moment.-They cannot, we great abundance of wheat and cheapness 

arc told, “pay their servants or thf ir la- of bread. Be his thoughts what .they 
homers, hut in kind.” It was well our gen- might, however ; his assertions were, that 

tleman, “ who has the best means of infer- agriculture was in a neglected state.- 

mation,” put in thissaving sentence at tlie The truth is, I believe, that agriculture 
end. Sad slate, to be sure ; the fariners never was, in France, in a slate so flourish- 
have nothing but corn, ihatis to say, ing as at this time. There are many rea¬ 

but the means of making food mid drink, sons why it should be so. Rich lands, in 
to give to their servants and labourers; vast quantities, nflver tilled formerly, 
and those means they have in such abund- begah to be tilled the moment tlte revolu- 
anec that they do not know' w'hat to do lionary fury was ovyr. Nay even during 

with them ?-^Oh ! wretched farmers ! the reign of the Diuectokv, all those who 

miserable labourers! Unfortunate people went to France were suryiizcd to seethe 

of France, sucli arc tiie ellecls of lirat rapid improvements in agriculture.-!t 

change, which lias driven from amongst is of great consequence, that we should 
you the loan-jobbers, farmers of taxes, see tJiis matter in its true light, because, 
conlrautiMs, Jew-bi'okeri5, and all those, as to the result of the contest, in which 
whom in former times, you had the hoiiowr w e are now engaged against Buonaparte, 
of seeing drive along the streets in gilt il is proper tliat we should know, that we 
chariots, and to hear of their sumptuous have no ground for iioping lor any assist- 

meals upon turtle !-Reader, you must i ance whatever from the internal situation 

recollect, that that wise man William Pitt, j of our enem\ ^s country. We sliould scoot 
commonly called “ aniV/iisirfotM friend now- all idea of hope built upon such a I’ounda- 
no-moreV’’ you must recollect, that tins tion. We shonUl place “ implieit reliance” 
" great statesman,” at the commencement upon our own exertions; and no reliance 
of his war against France, conceited the at ail upon any aid to bs derived from any 

brilliant idea of starving that country into other source.-^There is something in 

Bubmission, and that, with this view, he the close of this article of " undoubted au- 
expendeti several millions of English taxes, thority,” that Ido greatly doubt of, and 
The scheme!, brilliant as it was, failed, that I most sincerely hope is false from the 

Pitt promised the parliament that his starv- beginning to the end.-The reader will 

ing'scheme, joined to the breaking up of attticipate that I allude to the story about 
public credit” in France, w ould do the the jtrisanctis of war, w hich is, I think, obe 
‘busine.ss of the revolutionizcrs in a very of the, most shameful that could have been 

short time. We know' tliis lo have tmned invented.-We are told, that our coun- 

out a false promise ; but enr best informed Irymen who are prisoners in France, ar* 
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osed in a very cruel manner; that they are 
tkumb-scretsied; that chains are put round 
their necks and their bodies ; that they are 
often chained with galley slaves; that they 
haVe nothing hut bread to cat; tiiat they arc; 
often tvit/wut even straw to lie upon; and are 

'put into dungeons full of water _Had 

these facts come unaccompanied with any 
seque], 1 siiouljl not have believed them. 
These are so glaringly ^falsc, that they 
could have been believed by nobody; 
and, besides, they so directly contradict 
what we knoxv to be true wdtli regard to the 
treatment ofou; prisoners of war in Spain, 
that we would thinli they had been invent¬ 
ed for the |)nrpose of throwing discredit 
upon the channel through which they 
were conveyed to the public. The sequel, 
however, the sad, the disgraceful seejuel, 
explains the whole at once. It not only 
shows the facts to be false, but also show s 

the cause of their invention.-This 

gentleman of " the best means of infornia- 
“ tion," and on whose statement we are to 
place “ implicit reliance,” says, that many 
of our countrymen, who were prisoners of 
war in France, have entered into the Fremh 
service; have actually became soldiers in 
the army of “the Cousican!” And, the 
,writer tells us, that he himself saw six 
hundred of them already clothed and armed, 

passing tliroiigh Meaux for Bayonne.-^ 

After we have read this our wonder cca.ses 
at the account of the chains round tlie 
neck and the dungeons full of water; for w e 
see that some such aecount was absolutely 
necessary, for the purpose of palliutiug the 
disgraceful andtnniiious fact of the eidist- 
ment of Eiiglishtneii under the banners of 

Napoleon.-We are told however, that 

they swore they woidd desert; tliat thirty of 
them had already deserted; that the writer 
is sure they entered into the service with 
no othetr view than that qf running away; but 
that alas! lie is ufraid they loill never suc¬ 
ceed. -Leaving the reader to settle the 

question of morality in this case, I will 
offer a remark or two upon the probability 
of what is here said as to the views of the 
persons thus said to have entered into the 

French service.-But, first, let me say, 

that I greatly doubt the fact. Mj' doubts 
may arise from my wishes (fori must wish 
the fact to be false); but, as 1 do not be¬ 
lieve one word about the alledged cruelty, 
so I do not believe that any part of our 
countrymen would be so bkse as thus to 
take up arms in the service of our enemy. 
Upon the supposition, however, that the fact 
be true, what arc the grounds, whereon to 


believe, that the men, thp.s enlisted, mean 
to desert ? What chance will tliey have 
of deserting? And where, 1 should be 
glad to know, will tbo thirty hide them¬ 
selves who have deserted in the heart of 
Fiance ? But, the worst circumstance, 
for the veracity of this writer, is, that the 
French are marching these men to Bay¬ 
onne ; that is to say, to Spain, or to Portu¬ 
gal, where they will find (if they find any 
iiody to fight with) an armj' of their own 
countrymen ; and whither, in .short, it 
would seem, they are .sent for the tixpre.ss 
purpose of alliirdiiig them the means of 
descrliiig, if the I'act be, thatAlicy are .so 
much disposed to de.sert. Whatever may 
lie the opinion of the writer, as to the 
views of these men, there can, 1 think, be 

110 doubt, that those who have eiili.sted’ 
them are not afraid of their deserting, or, 
most assuredly, tlicy would have marched 
them in any direction, otlicr than that of 

.Spain or Portngal.-1 repeat my hope, 

that the whole of lliis story is false, not¬ 
withstanding the. Morning Chronicle points 
it as worthy of the implicit reliance” 
oi'the public. 1 hope it is false from the 

111 gimiiug to the end; but, upon the sup¬ 
position of its being true, as to the fact of 
fiilistmeut, what a contrast does the con- 
thicl of our (iriioners of war present when 
set beside that which is, by this same 
Morning Chronicle, ol the. very same date, 
attributed to the Spariish prisoners of war .— 
The facts are thus statml; “•We have re- 
“ ceived letters from Vigo to the date of 
“ the 2fith ult. By these it appears, that 
“ the pca.santry of all the adjacent country 
“ is provided with pikes or lire arms, tfcd 
“ that the iiihahitaiits arc in the best dis- 
“ position to .support the public cause. A 
“ Gentleman, wh"o has had the go«d fortune 
“ to escape from the French, has just ar- 
“ rived from Spain, and has favoured u» 
“with some interestingpartienlars. What 
“ he says with regard to the number of 
“ French in the hospitals of Madrid pre- 
" cisely corresponds with what was stated 
“ in a letter from that city if hich we in- 
“ serted in our Paper of Monday la.st. He 
" informs us, that all the convents and 

*“ public buildings at the Spanish capital 
“ art full of sick and wounded f’rench- 
“ men, who are crowded into them to ihia 
“ number of 18,000. An endeavour was 
“ made by Joseph to raise a native regi- 
“ ment under his own banners/ronl the pri- 
“ soners and others in the vkinity qf Madri^ ; 
and* to facilitate this purpose, two or 
three thousand of them were kept’without 
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•‘food for iipvsards of iwo daps, when they 
“were inyited to partake of tlie Royal 
" bounty, and to enlist under the new 
“King. In this foebie conditio!), from 
“ thcewant of natural sustcmmce unrin" so 
“ long an interval, the Spaniards njcclcd 
“ tfu proposal, v\ ith the exception of tuo 
“hundred, who enured the roiiks. It i.s 
“ said, tbat the attempt to raise Spanish 
“ battalions in France has hewi yet more 
“ uiiprodiiclive. From 20,000 pikoners, 
“ only uhout M) Spaniards have been se- 
duced by ultimate t'lrcats and |)rL.mise.s, 
“ to enrol ^.tlieraselvfs in the rrcnch scr- 

“ vice.”-Here, then, if this account he 

true, only iico hundred out uf twenty tlion- 
sand Spanish prisoners in France, have, by 
all the thro,ats and pi omiscs, that the French 
have been able to make vise of, been in¬ 
duced to join the armies of the enemy ; 
while we are told, that, in one place, six 
hundred English prisoner-s are actually seen, 
clothed and armed, in the service of that 
enemy. This is a I'retty contrast; a con¬ 
trast to boast of, and just, at this time too ! 

-1 am of opinion, as I said before, that 

the w hole of the story is false ; and, I think, 
the public will agree with me in thinking, 
that, to say the least of it. the falshood must 
have a very mischievous eflfect. It is 
right particularly to deprecate any (Aer- 
Strained statement respecting the ill-usage 
of our prisoners of uiar at a time when tlie 
French have so many of them at their 
mercy. W'c, who are at home in safety, 
should be very cartful how we say any 
thing, that may tend to render more se- 
vme the lot of those of our countrymen, 
wmo have*liazarded their lives in war, and 
whose ciiplirilj' is, in itself, no had proof 
of their having b«en distinguished for 
their bravery.--1 have heard from se¬ 

veral persons, serving in our unfortunate 
army in Spain, a full ooufirm.ilion of the 
facts slated by Baron Douro as to the good 
and kind Ueatnient of our people left at 
Talavera. Of these facts, therefore, we 
cannot doul^t. Tliese facts we /enow to be 
true. Why, then, are we to listen ano¬ 
nymous reports, rcs|)ecting the treatment 

or Englisii pri.soners in France r-It haij 

been said, that we are indebted to ^Mar¬ 
shals Moriier and Victor for the'kind 
treatment of the prisoners at Talavera, and 
not to the Emperor Napoleon; but, does 
the reader believe, can any man of corn- 
toon sense believe, that those 'Marshals 
would have .so aefted towards our prisoners, if 
they had suspected, or had had the smalb 
tst reason to suspect, that theff so acting 
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was contrary to the wishe.s of Napoleon ? 
Nay, must fjot every one be well assured, 
that those Marshals knew, that their kind 
and geneious conduct towaid.s our coun¬ 
trymen would be agreeable to their mas¬ 
ter ? And, is it not, then, very wrong to 
pretend to believe ; to seem as if we be¬ 
lieved, these storie.s, these utterly incredi¬ 
ble stories, of the ernehies'practised upon 
our countrymen) who are |)i is(,iiers of war 

in Flraiice !-1 trust that these remarks 

will liavc some eflect Ivuvards indocing 
the editors of papers to be more caolious 
how they give eirculatior. to statements, 
arising evidently iioin the lesentment of 
individnais, but ealeulatcd to produce, in 
so iii.uiy ways, eliects injurious to the 
count; y. 

Ch ange of Ministuv. -In my article, 

upon this subject, pa!)lislu:d last week, 1 
commtiiicd upon a paragraph in the 
Morning Ciironicle, and put .some ques¬ 
tions-directly to Ma. PEi’.RY,-the proprie¬ 
tor of that |)aper. Th(!se (jnestions he has, 
in his |)aper of the 21st instant, noticed, but 
not answered. As it were, however, by 
wuyof Compensation foi tliis oiiiission, he 
lias commented, with no little severity, 
upon my conduct in the present instance, 
and, indeed, upon my political motives 

and conduct in general.-Before 1 set 

•about an answer to tliese comments 1 shall 
introduce an article or two IVoin itiesaine 
print, upon the subject of the proposed 
change of ministry. 1 do it lor this rea¬ 
son, Mn. pEKitY will be Ibund to accuse 
meofauthire to ee,re tl,cavils of the coun¬ 
try by rdnutding, by wbich he means, that 
I would first jtiwt/ down. By these extracts 
I sliail .shew what sort of building he thinks 
we have to deal with, and wlunther his 
> wishes are for pulling down or for re- 

[lalring.-The first extract relates to 

the alledged conduct of Lard Wellesley, 
and, if true, most curious fact.s it contains. 

-“ There is a most singular story in the 

“ political circles which merits publicity. 
" It ds perfectly well known, that both 
" Mr. Canning and Mr. Perceval sent dis- 
" patches to Lord Wellesley, informing 
“ him of the convulsion that had broken 
“up the late Administration; and of 
“ the ascendancy gained by Mr. Perceval 
“ —of the oiler that had been made by 
“ him to Lord Grenville and Lord Grey—■ 
“ of their rejection—and also containing 
“ the ofler, by Mr. Perceval, of the Fo- 
“ reign Ofnee to rtre Noble Marquis. We 
“ understand, that by some accident, 
" which remains yet to be expl^in^d,^ Mr. 
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" Canning’s dispatch did not reach the 
“ Noble Lord; but Mr. Perceval’s wasfaitb- 
“ fully delivered to him. He had, there- 
'' I'oce, only Mr. Perceval’s statement of 
“ the cate/before him, but which of course 
“ came corroborated by the testimony of 
“ Mr. Wellesley Pole, who had accepted 
“ the place of Irish Secretary under the 
“ new firm. Wl/ether the Noble Marquis 
“ thought, however, that further infornia- 
" tion was necessary—that the aspect of 
“ things might change even before his 
“ letter could arrive in England—that 
“ Mr. Perceval’s footing was not sure—or 
" what other preseinirnent struck him 
" we cannot say ; but we understand he 
“ confined himself in his answer to all 
“’his friends, except one, to a simple de- 
“ claration, that he had no engagement 
“ with Mr. Canning that could preclude 
“ him front accepting a responsible situa- 
“ tion in the Cabinet with Mr. Pcrcc- 
“ val and Lord Liverpool; but said, that he 
had inclosed his determination at length, 
“ ns to the specific oiler made to him, 
" in a letter addressed to his friend Mr. 
" Sydenham, who would of course make 
“ it .known. Accordingly, there is a 
“ large packet, dulj/ sealed by the Noble 
“ Lbrd’s splendid seal of arms, addres.sed 
*' to Mr. Sydenham, still lying in the 
‘‘ Secretary of State’s Oifice iin-opcncd, 
“ Mr. Sydenham having been dispatched 
" on a -Special mission to Seville, before 
" this important packet arrived in Eng- 
“land! This has given ri-se to observa- 
“ tions of the mqjt iii'cljj kind; as it is 
“ facetiously conjectured that the packet 

“ may contain more than one letter.” - 

This is pieliy well, I think.-It having 

been found, that Lord Wellesley was 
willing to join the ministry, the Morning 
Chronicle appears to have tliought less 
reserve nece.ssary towards him; and, ac¬ 
cordingly, on the 15th instant, it boldly 

speaks out thus:-“ Never was failure 

" more complete than Lord Wellesley’s 
" in Spain. He has not succeeded in a 
“ single object of his mission. He has 
“ neither expelled the Trench, nor re.form- 
ed the Junta; neither united the people, 
“ nor conciliated the government. He 
" loitered in England, till it W'as too late to 
“ check the rashness or assist the valour 
" of his brother; and he has found at Se- 
“ ville, that Spaniards are neither dazzled 
“ by the splendor of an Asiatic^ retinue, 
" ndr overpowered w'ith tlfo exuberance of 
“ an Oriental style. His exhortations, his 
“ remonstrances, his menaces, havo been 


“ thrown away upon the Junta, but assi.stcd 
“ by other causes, they have kindled a 
“ flame among the people, of which, it is 
" difficult to say who will be the victims, 
“ or what the duration or the extent. # A 
“ storrti is gathering in that quarter, which 
“ our Lord Wellc.sley has no disposition to 
“ encounter. Political courage is not, " on 
“ this side of the Cape at least,’’ in the 
" number of his virtues. We all re- 
“ member the time when his fears, not 
“ Ids friendship, kept him from the highest 
“ situation but one of the government. 
“ With clraracters like liis, the, present 
“ danger is always the most alarming, and 
“ therefore we were not surprised to hear, 
“ that he had so readily acquiesced in the 
“ first proposals of Mr. Perceval. But he, 
“ who shrinks from popular commotions 
“ at .Seville, will-seek in vain for courage 
“ in EngiamI, to face, day alter day, in a 
“ popular a.ssembly, an eloquent, an in- 
“ dignani, an injured opponent. That the 
“ possession of the Treasury might inspire 
“ that confidence we will not deny; and 
“ we hawe no doubt in asserting, and Minis- 
“ tors know' it to be the ca.se, that he accept- 
“ cd their overtures iii the belief, that this 
splendid prize teas included in their offer. 
“ Impatient to get away from Seville, he 
“ instatilly announced his intention of 
returning, but before be had begun his 
“ journey the news of I^ird Grenville and 
“ Lord Grey being sent for arrived most 
“ inojiportunoly, to suspend bis purpose, 
‘‘ and detain liim there, like Prince Vol- 
“ scius, in the Rehearsal, with one boot 
“ on and another otii uncertain w'hat course 
“ to resolve upon. What will be his de- 
“ cision when Mr. Sydenham assures him 
“ tlua negociation is at air end, buttl^ptMr. 
“ Perceval means to keep the Treasury to him- 
“ self, the appearance of things at Seville 
“ will probably determine. If a Govern- 
“ nient is likely to be established there, 
“ which he can hope to direct, he will 
“ prefer a Pro-Consular sway in the Court 
“ of a dependant Ally, to an#inferior, 
“ subordinate, or inactive situation . at 
“ home. But, if the Junta are obstinate, 
“ and the populace riotous, be will obey 
" Mr. Pvrceval’scall, and if refused the first 
“ place in Administration on his return, 
“ he will probably retire to the ob.scurity 
" from which he so lately emerged, and 
“seek in the shade of private life 
“ consolation for the disappointments of 
“ ambitiop. To those who recollect Lord 
“ Mornington at the Treasury Board, <•«- 
“ citing his annual oration ^ Mr. 



•ysri POLITICAL REGISTEIL— qfMinistiy. /7b5 


" permission, and condemned to silence for 
« the remainder of the Session, it must 
“ appear a strange caprice of fortune, that 

" could have elevated Lord Wellesley tpbe 
" hope and prop of an Administration. 
** But such is the fallen state to which the 
" crooked policy half a century has degraded 
“ the once free and respectable Government qf 
“ England. A troop of hungry Barristers, 
who have pot possession of the lucrative 
" Offices of iState, have need of an Actor 
*' to personate the character of a States- 
man ; and as none can be found in the 
" metropolis to accept their offers, they 
are forced to have recourse to provincial 
“ Theatres for some one to complete their 
“ Company. But they who look to Lord 
“ Wellesley for active support in danger, 
" or for extraordinary resources in coim- 
“ sel, have widely mistaken his character 
" and means. A giant and hero ainong the 
" Hindoos, he quitted Lillipul for Brob- 
“ dignag when he returned to Europe,” 

-What! Mr. Perry, has there, then, 

been crooked policy in this govi rninent 
for half n century ? Ts the “ once-i'rue and 
*' respectable government of England de- 
" graded” ? Arc we now ruled by “ a 
" troop of hungry Iwioyers f” Is all this 
true? And, if it be ail true, what sort of 
a thing have we got over us, called a Go¬ 
vernment? Bui, whether true or not 
true, I defy you to shew, that 1 have ever 
spoken of the governmtnt in this way. 
No: to ,'cake sucli liberties is a iirivilege 
peculiar to yon men of party, who all un¬ 
derstand one another, and who are known 
to mean no harm to the good old common 

cause of place and pension.-But, let 

us take one more article. l;Ct us hear 
your description pf those, who now govern 
us; df those who have the managenipiu 
of our internal concerns, and who are to 
defend us against all the mighty means and 
mightier genius of our enemy. “ Next to 
« the mismanagement of public affairs, 
*• the distribution of Places to incapable 
" men, forms the most conspicuous jtart of 
" the cibnduct of the present wretched 
“ Ministry. The appointment of Mr. 
»* Croker to the Admiralty has'attracted 
“ universal notice, and Lord Palmerston, 
as Secretary at War, and som6 say, a 
" Member of the Cabinet, (though this we 
** cannot believe) almost surpasses Mr.Cro- 
" ker. But that both these eminent States- 
•' men might be kept in countenance we 
now have •Mr. Huskisson’s office, one of 
“ the most difficult, delicate, ahd import- 
•• ant under (Joverninent, confided to Mister 


"Richard Wharton, or Warton, another 
" broken down Barrister, only known by his 
“ attempts at raising the cry of Jacobi- 
" nism last year, and only recommended 
" by that illustrious nobleman Lord Cons- 
“ dale. We have long heard that hii 
" L-ji’dship is supposed to have the patron- 
“ age of one Cabinet Place, if not two— 
" the giving away qf «—the appointment 
of Ijtrd Mulgrave—the nomination to 
“ the supreme direction of Naval Aflains. 
" This lias been long talked of; and it 
" now appears, that beside various lcs.scr 
" things, I ,Ol d Lonsdale is vdso complimented 
“ with a Secretaryship of the Treasury. It 
" is also suspected that he has insisted 
" upon the appointment of his Attorney, 
" iiir James Graham, of Lincoln’s Inn, as 
" Chairiuan of the Ways and Means.— 
" Nor can there be a doubt, that if he asks 
" it. Ministers must give it. It may iii- 
" de ed be expected, that when brieffess 
•\ Barristers fill the higher stations, from 
" the absolute inijiussihility of inducing 
“ any other men to take them under such a 
“ Ministry, the next Places should fall to 
“ the lot Ilf ivorn-ouf Atiornies. Whether 
" all this Lnwther patronage may ^suit the 
" Uoase of Coiintions as well as it does 
" Mr. Perceval, and the Noble Lord in 
" question, vve prt sume not to anticipate 
“ —but this we will assert—that no ex- 
“ pedient ever vv is devised more .surely 
“ calculated to bring Government into 
“ universal contempt—more admirably 
“ fitted to alienate the people from then 
" Rulers, than this shameless distribution 
" of the highest C)fiicft in the Stale. In 
" God’s name, let Lord Palmerston ge 
“ stand for one of the vacancies now coii- 
“ tested at Cambridge—and letliord Lons- 
" dale and his Mulgraves, his \Vards, his 
“ Wh'arions, his Grahams- his Sorts, bis 
" Servants, &c. be provided for out of hi* 
" 100,000^ a year in the North—but let 
“ not the Country be told, that it is a mat- 
" ter of perfect indifference who is Se- 
" cretary at W’ar, or Secretary of the 
" Treasury, or First Lord of the Admi- 
“ rally—for this is the practical lesson 
“ taught by those scandalous appoint: 
" merits. Among a thousand other evils, 
“ this obvious one arises from it—that 
" it degrades the stations in que.slion. 
" Wliat man fit to serve^ his Country, can 
" stcjl into the Offices just held by such 
" persons* as lire Lord Palmerston and 
the Situr Wharton, without reluctancci 
" w'ithout feeling that the Place has been 
" rendered unfit for him ?"--Thus, thefli 
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Mr. Perry asrerts, or he obviously in¬ 
tends his readers should believe that we 
are now under the rule of broken down 
Barristers and worn out Attomies ; that 
Lord Lonsdale in consequence of his bo¬ 
rough-power, has the patronage, the 
actual giving away, of a place in the cabinet, 
that is to say, that he has, in fact, the ap¬ 
pointment of onft of those few servants 
(not above ten or eleven hi number) to 
when thti king entrusts the conducting 
of the great alliiirs of the nation, and who, 
as it is well know n, sit in council with the 

king himself.-^'I'his Mr. Perry tells his 

readers; and, after that, 1 should not 
have expected him to liad fault of any 
one, as wishing to go too far ; for, I am 
quite at a loss to know', how it is pos¬ 
sible for any rr^aii to go farther in his 
ideas of the degradalimi of the govern¬ 
ment.-We now come to the article, 

wherein Mr. Perry comments upon my 
conduct and views, which article professes 
to be an uhsuw to mine of last w'eek, on 
the subject of a change of ministrv. We 
shall presently see what sort of answer 
this is ; and wdiether it he worthy of the 
name of answer ; but, before I insert it I 
must observe, that ifmy article was worth 
so pointed and so long a commentary, on 
the part of Mr. Perry, it was worth in¬ 
serting in the same paper along with the 
commentary, and if it had been so in¬ 
serted, Mr. Perry’s readers would have 
been able to judge betw;eon him and me. 
But, this practice of laying before your 
reader all your adveuury has to say, is what 
I never saw followed by any one but 
myself. It is, however, what fairness 
demands; and, indeed, it is what bare 
truth demands, especially if, as was the 
case in this instance, the insertion Jie at¬ 
tended with no possible inconvenience. 
Mr. Perry had more columns, than 
Were necessary for this purpose, filled 
with matter very unintercsiiug. He al¬ 
lows that this subject is of great import¬ 
ance. He seems to be fully persuaded of 
tlie necessity of combatting what I have 
Written upon it. But, does he think, that the 
Nvay to succeed in this, is to comment upon 
what he will not, if he can help it, sufter 

his readers to see ?-The reader will 

bear in mind, that ever since the pistolling 
aifair, and the consequent confusion and 
chopping and intriguing and plotting 
amongst the people in power, ]V^^. Perry 
has with all his powers of statement and 
of reasoning (and they are not small,) 
he©o reconunending a change of mi¬ 


nistry ; that is to say, the turning of 
these people out and the putting of the 
late ministry in their place. This, as he 
says, would be for the good of the nation, 
and, indeed, according to him, such 
change is absolutely necessary for the 
preventing of this country from falling 

into a state of utter ruin.-1, in my 

last Number (page 750) combatted these 
opinions. I a.ssertcd, and, I think, pretty' 
clearly proved, that, unless the oa/-fac« 
tion would do certain things, their coming 
into place could produce no good to the 
nation. Referring the reader iiow to 
the article itself, I shall, without further 
preface, insert the comments of Mr. Per¬ 
ry, which, as the reader will perceive, 
may be, without any great hazard of mis¬ 
take, regarded as containing the senti- 
mc.ats of the w'hat is called the Whig part 
of the outs. “ It is the invariable fortune 
“ of The Morning Chronicle to be perse- 
“ cuted, with equal bitterness of hostility, 
“ by Mr. Cobbett on the one hand, Jir 
“ not going far enough, and by The Courier, 
“forgoing loo far. Mr. Cobbett, in his 
“ paper of Satuvday last, puts forth ten 
“ questions which w'c are called upon to 
“ answer fenatm; and '/’//e C'oartrr charges 
“ us, point blank, with rank and conhi med 
“ JacobMsm, because wc have ventured to 
oppose the unprecedented and (as w'e 
“ think) flagitious attack pn the people by 
“ the monopolists of the Theatre.—We arc 
" prepared to answer both our adversa- 
“ ries.—We cannot conceive a more ef- 
“ fectual mode of supporting any Admi- 
“ nistration, how'ever loeble, corrypt, or 
“ hostile to the rights and interests of 
Englishmen, than the course which Mr. 
“ Cobbett pursues. • He does not attempt, 
“ like the Courier, to palliate the nuscon- 
" duct of the men who are content to oc- 
“ cupy' the scats, without possessing the 
" power of Government j but he sets up an 
“ irrational cry, that their opponents are 
“ equally bad, eijually corrupt, and cqual- 
“ ly inimical to their country, ^'here is 
“ nothing, to be sure, more easy, nor 
“ more summary, than this conrse of pro- 
“ ceeding. It saves all reasoning, pre- 
vents discussion, and if it does not 
satisfy the inquisitive, the discerning, 
" and the impartial part of mankind, inj- 
“ po-ses on the ignorant and the idle, while 
“ it gratities the unprincipled ; for there 
" is a malignant feeling which maket 
" the guilty receive with complacency 
the foulest imputations upon those vuho 
*' disdain their fellowship. -We can- 







<* not, indeed, conceive any thing more 
" degrading to human nature, or more 
“ flagitious, than an attempt to confound 
" all the degrees and distinctions that ex- 
“ ifit among us, and to reduce all intellect 
" to one level. Jt is a species of calumny 
that is even blasphemous. It is a denial 
of the ilispensations of Providence, and 
“ a wilful blindness to the physical and 
" moral order of the universe. Mr. Cob- 
belt is too shrewd an observer of the 
« palpable varieties in tlie scale of human 
•• uiidci slaiuliiig, to deceive himself into a 
" belief,pf the slander which yet he pio- 
“ pagates. II* makes use of it with bis 
“eyes open to its fallacy. But it is con- 
“ venieut, and saves a world of labour. It 
strikes directly at the great object, 
“ which he seems systemalicaily since bis 
“last conversion, to pursue, viz. to aim 
“ at the deliverance of the jiation ftom ail 
“ its grievances, rather by tonvui-^ive than 
“ by moderate means. W e do not im- 
“ pute to him the treasonable thought of 
“ the overthrow of his country ; hut we 
“ think he wmtild rather .save it by rebuild- 
“ irig than repairing the tiiliric : and he 
“ is well aware that the predecessors of 

* the present Ministers are not of his 
“ Ol der of reformers, lie knows that they 
“ are men gifted with minds and hearts 
“ to preserve, and not to deslroy, and that; 
•' they dre inlinbcly more likely than the 
“ present Ministers to prevent (if human 
“ sagacity can now prevent) the ruin of 
“ the Kmpire, without resorting to the 

desperate remedies vvhicli he rccorn- 

“ memjs.-When, therefore, he asks us 

“ whether they would take ofi’ or lower 
“ (he existing taxes—^we say, distinctly, 
“ thaj v^ve verily •believe they would inain- 
“ tain inviolate the faith of the natioiT, 
“ well knowing that its honesty is its 
" strength, and^hat the slightest infringe- 
“ ment of our obligations would be irro- 
“ parable ruin. The 'diminution of taxes 
“ must, therefore, be the slow consequen(;e 
•* of a change of systeni, not the forerunner 
•* of it, and though their Administration 
•' might end in the material ease of our 
burthens, it could not begin with such a 

“ measure.--But as to the ipstitution 

•'ofthe most rigorous inquiry into" the 
“ « important matter of the DroUs qf the 
“ “ Admiralty —the reform of the Prize 

* " Court.?—the lopping olf of unmerited 
•' “ Pensions and Smecurcs:—the reduction 

• “ « of all useless parts of the Ai;my”—^and 

* ^nerally as to a systematic and vigilant 
*• oorrectioit of |d)use in every deparunent 


“ of the State—we can only say, that we 
“ should be ashamed of the preference we 
“ give to these I’.oiiourable men over their 
“ opponents, if we did not religiously.give 
“ them credit for their avowed determina- 
“ lion to introduce and to praclise an uni- 
" vcrsal economy in the conduct of our 
“ afilur.i. Wc will .say more—We believe 
“ that ii is the permasiort. that such is their 
•' principle and rule of conduct, that con- 
“ siitutes the sole obstacle to their employ- 

“ ment.-We of cour.se can judge only 

“ of the intentions of public men by their 
“ public acts. We have no pretensions 
“ to secret or to confidential intercourse. 
“ What may be* their line of proceeding 
“ with regard to Hanover we certainly do 
“not affect even to conjecture; becau.se, 
“ in the present .stale of liuropean polities, 
“ it is scarcely to be considered at all. 
“ The employment of mercenaries in 
“ England every I’onstitutional man must 
“ deplore; and as to a Reform of tlie Re- 
“ presentation of the People in Parliament, 
“ we can only say, that vve have uniformly 
“ and earnestly urged it as the whole.some, 
“ sound, and practical means of restoring 
“ to the Legislature the power of •makiiig 
“ responsibility more than a name. We 
“ pretend not to speak for others; but 
“ we should imagine that to the simple and 
“ effectual Reform, of which we have al- 
“ ways been the friends, there is no great 
“ objection to be found in any quarter.” 

-Taking the several parts of this article, 

in the order in which they lie before us, 
the first thing to he ig)ticed is, the a.sser- 
tion at the very outset, namely, that I 
persecute Mr. Perry for not going far 
enough. Now, pray, Mr. Perry, 'when did 
I accu.se you of not going./hr emugh ? This 
asstrtjon has no foundation whatever; and, 
it appears to have been made solely with a 
view of forming a set-ofI‘agairi.st the charge 
of Jacobinism, preferred by the Courier. 
As if you had said : “ look, here is proof 
“ that 1 am no Jacobin, for Mr. Cobbett 

“ persecutes me fornot going far enough.”- - 

You, in these eommeiife, next charge me 
with “ setting up an irrational cry, that the 
“ opponents of the present ministers are 
" equally bad, equally corrupt, and equal- 
“ ]y inimical to their country.” This 
you stigmatize as casting foul imputations, 
and as calculated to gratify malice. But, 
Sir, you ^eem to have forgotten, that I 
produced reasons for thinking the owtt juW 
as bad as the ^s; that 1 produced facth 
too, in support of my opinion and I can 
hardly think, that you are vain enough 
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suppose, that my opinion, so supported, is 
to be overset by your bare assertion, or, 
rather, without any distinct assertion, but 
a sort of sweeping condemnation of what 
I had asserted upon proof. This is not 
the way to anmer any One, and particu¬ 
larly me, who deal so much in facts and 

so little in speculation.-You say, that. 

I “ attempt to cohfound all the degrees and 
" distinctions that exist amongst us, and to re- 
“ ducc all intellect to one level;” and this 
you des(:iil>a as calonmious and blaspiie- 
mous and everything else that is bad. 
This charge also is wholl)^ untrue. I have 
never made any such attempt. 1 have 
never preten.Jed, that tlfb outs had no 
more talent than the irri. 1 liave never 
said, and I am sure I have nevi'r thought, 
that the two factions were upon a level in 
point of intelket. Jtut, what 1 have said, 
and what 1 have thought; what I still say, 
and wiiatl still think, is, that, svilh respect 
to their rkves and intentions as to all those 
matters in ivltich the people have rin interest, 
they are perfectly upon a level ; and (hat, 
therefore, any change of ministry, which 
slioolci produce merely the .shitting of the 
salaries from the ins to the outs, would he 
uselc.‘is to the nation, 'i'he.se. Sir, were 
my propo.siiions. To these you slionid 
have given an answer, lint, to the.so you 
could have given no answer, because they 
are nolorloiislv true ; and, tluM'cfore, you 
chose to pas.s them over, and, in their 
stead, to invent propositions for me, which 
you found it more easy to manage. No, 
iSir, I deny your charge. It is not a Icvc! 
of intellect that I have insisted on, but a 
level of vievvs and intentions as to all those 
points in wdiicli the people are interested. 
And, if thfe he the case, why should we 
prefer one faction to the other ? »You 
should have shown, that this was not the 
case. You should have shown us in what 
respect the outs dillcr from the ins in tlicir 
political views and principles; but espe¬ 
cially in those vievvs and intentions by 
which the people arc hkely to be aflected. 
This is what you should have done, and 
this you have left even unaltepipted; 
though you set out with telling your read¬ 
ers, that you are prepared to answ^er me. 
The course, of the matter was thi,s: You 
called upon us to come forward and pe¬ 
tition for a change of ministry; I say, 
“ no,*' because the outs have, towards us, 
just the same vievvs and intentioni as the 
ins; you publish vvhat you call an amaver 
to this, and in this answcryoti tedk of my at¬ 
tempting to l«rcl all intellect, of my being 


blasphemous, of my denying the dispensa¬ 
tions of Providence, of my attempting to 
degrade human nature, of my imposing on 
the ignorant, of my gratifying the unprin¬ 
cipled, of my being guilty of calumfty 
and slander; of all this and a great deal 
more do you talk, but not one word do 
you say to the main point, not one word 
do you s«y, in order to disprove what I 
asserted, namely, that, with regard to 
whatever was really interesting to the 
people, the views and intentions of both 
bictions were the same. And this is your 

way of unsu'cring, is it. Sir?-s-What, 

you do, then, acquit me of the. treason- 
“ able thought of the overthrow of the 
"country”? Gramercy 1 I’ll hear your 
kindness in remembrance, believe me. 
You only impute to me the wish to save 
the country “ by rebuilding rather than by 
“ repairing the fabric,” vvbich you .after- 
expiain to mean a wisli to “ destroy” by 
the use of the " dowemte remedies,” which 

I recommend.-Here, Sir, as in the 

former case, you ansvv'cr facts and reason¬ 
ing by b&rc asseriian ; and by assertion, 
( 00 , unconnected with the subject. It 
wa.s not my political pri!icij>les that were 
under examination, but those of the tvv'o 
contending factions. Since, however, vmu 
have chosen this course of proceeding, let 
me ask you what “ desperate remedies,” 
what “ destroying” mcaswes, I have ever 
proposed ? 1 have urged, and 1 still urge; 
I still insist that without vvhat 1 urge, that 
it is no matter who is in power or vvhat else 
takes place ; 1 still urge, guch a reform in 
parliament as will give the people a voice 
there ; and what is this more than w-as 
contenflcil for by Mn. Gkey, who is now 
Lord Grey, and who'is one of the pevsons, 
vv'jom you hold up to us as capable of 
saving the nation? Give me what he 
proposed, and I will be contented. J 
think his plan was too complex and was not 
quite consistent as to principle; but, give 
1110 (Jiat, and yon shall not hear me com¬ 
plain. What, tiicn, is there “ ddspeinte” 
in thi.s ? How docs this denote a wish to 
“ destroy?” Sir, these imputations against 
me evidently arise from the vexation you 
feel at no» hong able to answer me. You 
are angry with me for reducing you to the 
necessity of acknowledging, eiilser c.v- 
pressJy or tacitly, that you have a bad 
eau.se You know, that the faction, whotft 
you endeavour to support, haiie deceived 
(he people f you know that tiieir intentions 
towaVds the people are no better tltita 
those of their rivals for place and profit ; 
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you knoM', that if the great question of 
reform was bi^ought forward, some of its 
most resolute enemies would be found in 
your faction ; and, because I say all this ; 
bA:au$e 1 say, what you know to be the 
truth, you have the injustice to cast upon 
me imputations wliich you know to be un¬ 
founded.-WJ\en, Sir, you took up your 

pen, upon this occasion, you appear to 
have farmed a scale of answer from which 
you afterwards departed. What we say of 
boys and their bread-and-chcese seems 
applicable to you and your commentary : 
your eye was bigger than your slojiiach. 
When your readers heard you say, that 
Mr. Cobbett had put ten uuestions to 
you, and heard you add, tliat you were 
prqHired to answer him, they must naturally 
have expected to find an answer to each 
question; an answer immediately to the 
point; a plain intelligible answer; in 
short, an answer, for nothing which does 
not answer to this de.scription is worthy 
of the name of answer. But, Sir, how 
have you answered these ten questions ? 
Let us see, re-inserting the questions as 
vie proceed, especially as you liave not 
done it. 

First then. Would they, who nearly 
doubled the Income Tax, take oH‘ any 
part of that tax, render the imyiosi- 
tion of it more equitable, or make the 
collection of it less odious and ve.xa- 
tio'js 

‘2ud, Would they take oiV, or diminish 
any tax whatever; or would they, in 
any way, lighten the pecuniary bin 
ibns that we bear, and that have sub¬ 
jected us to the almost daily visits of 
the tax-gnthercr ? 

New, what aliswer liave we to these ? 
The questions are as plain as words can 
make them. The answer is this: “ When, 
“ therefore, he asks us, whether they 
" would take olii or lower the existing 
“taxes, we say, distinctly” (mark this!) 
“ WK say, distinctly, that we verily believe, 
“ that ^hey would maintain inviolate the 

faith of the nation, well knowing that its 
“ honesty is its strength, and" that the 
“ slightest infringement of our obligations 
" would be irreparable ruin. The dimi- 
“ nation of taxes must, therefore, be the 
“ slow consequence of a change of system, 
“not the fore-runner qf it, and, though 
“ their administration ?Highi end in the 
“ material f ase of our burdens, it could not 

“ begin with such a measure.”-This 

might all have been saved by the dse of 
lh« monosyllable NO i for, it is plain iVom 

*• a 


what is said, that even Mr. Perry does not 
expect, that the outs would attempt any 
thing in the way of reducing our enor¬ 
mous expenditure. But, you perceive, 
that he passes over the./frst question ; takes 
nonoiice at all of it; but amuses his rea- 
tiers with a statement of his creed as to na¬ 
tional morality ; as if my questions called 
for any such statement*! What has na¬ 
tional/a«/t and lumesty to do with the mode 
of imposing and collecting the Income 
Tax J)oes he mean, that, unless this tax 
remains, and is imposed and collected in 
the same manner I hat it now is, the faith 
of the nation will be forfeited ? What does 
he mean then -At any rate, he plain¬ 

ly enough tells us, that the outs would .suf¬ 
fer this tax to remain just what it now is; 
and, if so, I am quite certain that 1 would 
as soon have the produce of it expended 
by Mr. Perceval as by Lord Grey or any 
body ekse. If 1 am to have my properly 
taken from me, without O'o power of ap¬ 
pealing to a Jury as to whether it be taken 
away justly or unjustly, I care not one 
straw whether it be expended by the ins 
or by the outs. 

3id, Would they, frankly agreeing to a 
fair inquiry in the case, put to riglils 
the important maltcr of the Droits of 
Admiralty f 

4th, Would they, setting the influence, 
of lawyers at dcfiiinco, reform the 
Prize Courts, and give to the Navy 
what is now,, to the infinite injury of 
the country, swallowed up by Proc¬ 
tors and AdvocsVe.s, and an endless 
list of law officers ? 

ith, Would they lop ofl‘all unmerited 
Pensions aud .Sinecures, beginning 
with , those of iheinselveli and then' 
fitmilies? 

6th, Would they reduce all the useless 
parts of the Army ; introduce an im¬ 
partiality of Promotion, taking meric 
as the sole ground thereof; and would 
they, in all promotions, employments, 
and contracts, in the Army as well as 
in the Navy, set borough-mongeriHg 
influence at nought, and consult the 
public good, and that only ? 

To these questions we have nothing but 
the following general and vague sort ot 
answer; “ We can only say, that we should 
“ be Ashamed of the preference we give to 
“ these honourable men over their oppo- 
“ nent%, if we did not religiously” (in the 
jubilee way, I suppose,) “ give them credit 
“ for their avowed determination to intro- 
“ duce and to practise mmiversai teconotns 
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‘‘ in the conduct of our affairs.” CEcono- 
niy! Wh 3 % it is not merely teconomy 
that these questions point at. They point 
at, ndy, they speak of, matters deeply in¬ 
teresting to the efficiency of our navy and 
cur army. How are these huddled to¬ 
gether and confounded hy the word oeco- 
norny, and wiivcjrsal meonoiny too ! I 
ask, will your faction rcforj[n the prize- 
courts and give to the navy what is now 
uselessly swallowed uj» hy proctors and 
advocates ? To this what answer do I 
get ? Why, “ we verily believe they 
“ will practise an universal creonomy.” 
This is no answer to the questions. It is 
no answer to any one of them; nor does 
the answerer express i ven an opinion as to 
what his faction would do, relative to these 

important inailurs. --But, let us stop 

here to notice an observation, of the ten- 
denc}' of which the writer does not appear 
to have been fully aware. After stating, 
that he is thoroughly persuaded, that the 
o««are delerniincd to introduce and prac¬ 
tise an ujiiversal recoiiomy in the conduct 
of our alliiirs, he says, “ We will say 
“ more—we believe, that it is the per- 
“ sumsion, that stick is their principle and 
" rule of conduct, that constitutes the sole 

“ obstacle to their employment.”-That 

is to say, in plain English, that they are 
kept out oT power solely because they are 
known to wish to save the public money. 
E'ow, then, Mr. Perry, who is it that keeps 
them out of power.'' fK/w is it that dis¬ 
likes them because they wish to s[>are our 
purses ? Who is it'that is such an enemy 
of the people ? Answer me this, thou 
moderate gentleman, who do not wish to 
rebuild, but to repair. Who is it that you 
mean ? And, are we not in a pretty situa¬ 
tion, if there does exist any person 8 r per¬ 
sons, having the will and pos.sessing the 
power, to keep men out of cilice, .solely 
because those men would, if in oftice, en¬ 
deavour to alleviate the burdens of the people 
by preventing, as much as 4 ^)ossible, a 
wasteful expenditure ? I do not like in¬ 
sinuations. Why did not Mr. Perry tell 
Jis luAo it was he meant as keeping the outs 
from power, solely because they were de¬ 
sirous of saving the people’s money } - 

The remaining" questions I will now put, 
one by one, and the answer to each imme¬ 
diately after it. 

Stu. 7 . Would they, in all qlllestions re¬ 
lating to Hanover, tliink only of the 
interests of England, and not think 
Hanover as dear to us as Hamp¬ 
shire ? * 


Ans. “ What may be their line of con- 
" duct with regard to Hanover^ wb 
" certainly do not aflect even to con- 
“ jecture; because, in the present 
“ stale of European politics, it' is 
“ .scarcely to be considered at all.” 

Su. 8 . Would they dispense with th« 
.services of a great body of foreign 
Mercenaries, kept on foot in this 
kingdom, and paid out of the fruit of 
the people’s labours ? 

Ans. “ The employment of mercena-. 
“ ries in England every constitutional 
“ man must deplore.” * 

Slu. 9. Would they, if Mr. Madocks's 
motion were renewed, for an inquiry 
into the circumstances of. the Sale of 
a Seat in the House of Commons to 
Mr. Quintin Dick, support that mo¬ 
tion ? 

Alas! not one word of answer to this. 
Not a syllable, good, bad, or indif¬ 
ferent ! 

Su. 10 . Would they bring forward, and 
niaiiitain, with all their might, the 
desired inca.sure of Parliamentary 
Reform, restoring to the great Body 
of the people of properly their due 
weight, and making the House of 
Commons in reality " the representa- 
. tives of the people f” 

Ans. “ As to a reform of the represent- 
“ ation of the peoffle in parliament, 
“ we can only say, that we have uni- 
“ formly and earnest,I 3 ' urged it, as 
“ the wholesome and sound- and practi- 
“ cal means of restoring to the legis- 
“ lature the power of making fespon- 
“ .sibility more than a name. Wa 
“ pretend not to speak for others'* 
(O, oh!), “ but we should ithagine, 
“ that, to the sira[)le and effectual re- 
" form, of which we have always 
" been the friends, there is no great 
objection to be found in any quarter.” 

I wish, while you had the pen in j'our 
hand, Sir, you had just taken the pains to 
tell us what sort of a reform tSat is, to 
which you have always been a friend. 
But, you only imagine; you expressly say, 
tha^ you do not speak for others; and, I am 
fully persuaded, that those others are far 
indeed from being of your way of think¬ 
ing Upon this all-important point. Th* 
writers who speak for those others, as to 
this matter, are the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
well-known to be closely connected with 
many of fliem, and these Reviewers have 
lately told us, that any change, which 
should give th« peopje a voice in the 
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House of CommonSf would be injurious to 
the nation, and wnuld, imleed, infallibly 

destroy the kingly government. -rrom your 

manner of expression, at the close of your 
comm'ents, one would suppose, that, to a 
reform to a certain extent; such a reform 
as that proposed by Mn. Gkey, your party 
would have no objection. Will they say so ? 
Has anv such expression escaped them ? 

I belieVe not.-You (and^they, too, I 

dare say,) complain, that Lord Lonsdale 
has the^it’tn^ away of a seat in the king’s 
cabinet council ; and you represent this 
council tas being, in fact, the mere nomi¬ 
nees of those, who have influence in the House 
of Conations. Now, is this so ? You talk 
of my uttering calumny; you talk of 
my slandering ; but, if this be not true, 
what arc you guilty of ? And, if it 
be true, is it not idle to talk of a 
change (f ministry, unless you can, at the 
same time, put down this influence in the 
House of Commons.? Is it not a shame 
for a man of sense and of talents to feign a 
hope of anj'^ national good, unless such 
reform take place as shall do dway this 
deadly influence .?-If, indeed, your fac¬ 

tion would stale to the people what you 
have slated; if they would tell us tliat 
they have no objection to an effectual re¬ 
form, such a reform as would render res¬ 
ponsibility something tmre than a name; i’f 
they would tell ws, that they w'ould give 
us such a reform, then, indeed, we might 
begin to conceive hopes. But, no such 
thing do they tell ns. There are some 
persons, who would he satisfied with the 
vestoraition o( triennial Parliamcnls, without 
any thing more. Not even those persons 
have been able to extort even a nod of as¬ 
sent ffom'any of'yoiir parly. Why, then, 
should any of us, any single soul amongst' 
us, wish for their exaltation to power ? 
Will they promise us, that they will biiiig 
to punishment any piedeccssor w'lo has 
abused his power ? Not a man of tiiem 
will promise any such thing ; but, on the. 
contrary, would call us fools, if >ve were 
weak enougli to expect it. ffV/y, • then ; 

I will repeat my question Mil! ] weary 
YOU ; why, llieii, I say, should we W'ish , 

Tor any change of men;-“ I ipause for 

a reply.” 

W«. CORBETT. 

Hotley, Thursday, 2.3 "Nov. 1 SOD. 

A letter of AIb. Wajthm.wi, inseried 
below, I beg Jeave to lecoiumend US the 
jiarticuilar attantiba uf my readers. 


ADDRESS 

TO THE 

CITIZENS OF LONDON. * 


Mr. Cobbett, 

Sir; —I feel highly obliged to you for 
your endeavours to bring'back the Citizens 
of London to a proper sense of their duly. 
I am anxious, as far as in me lies, to re¬ 
trieve my own character and theirs from 
the shame and obloquy which must attach 
to it by confiding such an important trust 
into the hands of men, who have given us 
such flagrant pr^iofs of folly and want of 
principle. You will therefore oblige m,c 
by publishing the following Addre.ss to rny 
fellow-citizens:— i am, yours, &c. 

Feclow-Citizens ! 

The conduct of our Common Council 
demfinds our serious attention : The state 
of the (’ountry im|)criously calls for it; 
and we have no other alternative than to 
restore to the Corporation the dignity and 
independence it has lost, or to surrender 
all pretensions ourselves, not onlyVb cha¬ 
racter. but to those rights which our an¬ 
cestors fought for and obtained; and which 
the most affluent, the most ti.inperate and 
most virtuous amongst us acknowledge to 
be worth preserving, even at the hazard 
of our lives. 

In calling your attention to the disgrace¬ 
ful proceedings of the Common Council 
for the last twenty five,ycars, I entreat you 
to recur to its transactions, previous to that 
period; you will then be the better enabled 
to mark the shameless depravity of the 
|)rt‘scnt times by contrasting it with the 
manly and decisive firmness with wliicli 
the opeii, or insidious attac ks of the mi¬ 
nisters of the crown were resisted, when¬ 
ever they attempted, by trick or by vio¬ 
lence, to render the Citizens of London 
subservient to their designs. No longer 
the intrepid Cluampiuns of our Constitu¬ 
tional rights :—no longer the vigilant 
guardians of our honour and interests; or 
the stern opposers of ministerial encroach¬ 
ments—the Common Council have shewn 
themselves the willing advocates of a sys¬ 
tem of corruption which is sapping the 
very foundations of the government it pre¬ 
tends to support. 

instegd of approachiug the throne with 
firmness, in the language of truth : instead 
of insisting, as they are bound to do, on 
an .inquiry into the scandaiou* waste 
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Public Money, and the wanton sacrifice of 
lives In hazardous enterprises and unwhole- 
mm% climates: instead of opposing with 
courage equal to the magnitude of the oc¬ 
casion, the enormous abuses which dis¬ 
honour and impoverish the nation :—we 
find the Common Coutioil the mere agents 
of succeeding factions, partaking of that 
infamy it should, expose and extinguish, 
iving to crime, and imbecility, the plau- 
its due only to virtue and to wisdom. 

There is not in the United Kingdom, 
a city, borough, town, or village, where 
the Common Council has not become the 
subject of severe animadversion, of scoff 
and of ridicule. The public journals, the 
theatre, and the print shops, have equally 
contributed to the exposure of their folly, 
ignorance and selfishness ; nor are we, my 
fellow Citizens* exempt from the censure 
it has incurred ; seeing that it could only 
have proceeded from our criminal supine¬ 
ness and neglect, that men so unworthy 
and incapable, should have been chosen 
as our representatives in the Corporation. 
If their turpitude have brought our for¬ 
tunes into hazard, their guilt is less blame- 
able than our indolence and indiscretion, 
in making such improper selections. Their 
ignorance and incapacity prepared us, in 
some sort, for the baseness and venality 
we have .experienced; the country has 
reason to expect from us a choice more 
worthy the character of the Citizens of 
the metropolis of the British Empire. 

It may not yet be tob late in .some mea- 
«ure to repair the injury they have done 
us, and secure thS level w'hich we have 
lost. In short, our right annually to elect 
persons to represent us in Common Coun¬ 
cil has aeguired a value beyond what it ever 
before possessed in any period ofour history. 
Let us estimate it accoroing to its full worth. 
Let us,'by a manly discharge ofour duty 
at this perilous moment, endeavour to re¬ 
trieve our ■ own character, and save the 
empire. The Aldermen were once elected 
annually; this privilege was lost by our 
neglecting to' exercise it. The want of 
this prudent check may account for their 
, neglect of our interest and contempt for 
our opinion. Their basking in the sun¬ 
shine of court favour, wdth pensions, titles, 
contracts, Ibans, jobs and appointments, 
more than sufficiently atone to them for 
the loss of our confidence and respect. 
No lon^r in danger of bein^ dismissed; 
they hmd their situationspfor lifi?, as some 
of the Conimon Council are well disposed 
to do, and who really, by their conduct. 
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seem to consider themselves fixtures be¬ 
yond the re^)ch of our authority, owing to 
their havitig been sullered to continue, 
year after year, in office, although, year 
after ydar, they have forfeited all claim to 
the distinction. 

Are you aware that, by abstaining 
from the annual exercise of this invaluable 
right, we are virtually constituting it an 
office for life ? As we have annual elec¬ 
tions, let the use of them be marked with 
firmness and discrimination, by dismissing 
those who are undesei-ving of our favour, 
and electing men of ability ami public 
principle. By such conduct we shall put 
a stop to the infamous traffic, the disho¬ 
nourable but profitable intercourse carried 
on between the members of that Court and 
the Treasury. 

I am very far from insinuating, that 
all the members of the Corporation merit 
this censure. On the contrary, there are 
several who well deserve our esteem; and 
the best proof we can give of our confi¬ 
dence in their integrity, will be to return 
them at« the ensuing Elections to the post 
they have so honourably filled. To such 
men it will be the most gratifying recom> 
pence we can bestow upon their fidelity ; 
and while our approbation serves as a 
stimulvs, to future, and I trust more effec- 
■ tual exertions, it will confirm them the more 
strongly in an inflexible attachment to 
our rights and interests_In the late dis¬ 

graceful contentions at Guildliall, the 
conduct of these men, opposed to the ve¬ 
nal and selfish' hirelings of that Court, 
offers a contrast too striking to^ escape 
your notice: and ic is owing to the firm 
stand they mqde, that the majority were 
driven back, and the corporation has been 
rescued from the odium of appropriating 
from our impoverished funds, those sums in 
feasting and rioting, which we have since 
had the felicity to behold applied to 
releasing the captive, and solacing the 
afflicted. 

Having called these important facts to 
your recollection, and; in order to impress 
them more strongly on yaur mind, re¬ 
quested you to look to the actual state of 
the Country, I conjure you not to treat 
the office of Common Council-man, as un¬ 
important, and below the acceptance of 
the 'most intelligent, and respectable 
amongst you. * There must bo a conse¬ 
quence attached to the proceedings^ of 
men, whose actions regulate the conduct 
of, otherS. However absurd or ebntra- 
dictoi'y, nay, however mischievooa aa^ 
2C 
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even wicked the resolves of the Common 
Council may be, those resolves serve as 
examples to all the corporate Towns in 
the^Kiii^om. They become in a great 
measure "epidemic, and the City of Lon¬ 
don becomes in fact responsible for the 
guilt and folly of ;the nation.—Do not 
t^refore suppose, that the odium belongs 
•exclusively to, the Common Council; a far 
greater portion of guilt and felly attaches 
to ourselves, for having furnished impro¬ 
per and incapable men with the means of 
dishonouring our character and injuring 
the Country. Their errors and their 
primes are no less ours than theirs. We 
gave existefice to both, by delegating a 
power to men,who had neither wisdom 
to exercise, nor virtue to resist the temp¬ 
tation to abuse it. 

As a Body whose Councils have evi¬ 
dently an extended and decisive influence, 
the greatest circumspection should be ob¬ 
served in the choice of materials of which 
it is composed ; and asnotonly ourltighls 
and Interests are confided to their discre¬ 
tion and ability , but those of our posterity, 
let me again conjure you not to consider 
the office as trivial, or of little importance, 
requiring neither talents, experience, nor 
honesty. Before you vote ask yoiyselves 
this (question, Would you if you had an af-„ 
fisir of some difficulty to submit to arbi¬ 
tration, confide iii the understanding or 
integrity ’of the men you are about to 
vote for? If not, how then, can you 
possibly reconcile it to your conscience, 
to deposit into the hands of these indivi¬ 
duals atrust of such magnitude. 

1 beseech you to remember, that not 
only bur civil an^ political rights are for 
twmvtf months surrendered into their 
hands, but tliat several local duties are* 
confided to their care: that the licencing 
of Victuallers, on which the morals of the 
lower orders of society depend : the pav¬ 
ing, lighting, watching and cleansing of 
,the metropolis, so conducive to the prC'T 
■ervation* of health, to personal security, 
and comfort, belong to the Common 
Council. You will also recollect, that 
they have the management of a revenue 
amounting tp nearly lOO,OOOf. per annum, 
the applicatjoh of which has been em- 
^ploy^, not in improving and embellish¬ 
ing thp City, pot in removing public 
nuisances, or in works of public utility, 
but in poblic^iitners, jobs, and improvident 
schemes. , » 

if the'tiecisions of the Common Cdun- 
(il h^e for the lut 25 years been gene¬ 


rally opposed to our interests, look at the 
characters, the pursuits, the talents of* the 
individuals who have exultingly promoted 
such injurious measures, in opposition to 
better and more temperate judgment 3 
which, happily for the country, now ap¬ 
pears likely to obtain that weight it ought 
at all times to have. The men to whom I 
allude have, in order to accomplish their 
own sordid and corrupt views, long arro¬ 
gated to themselves a consequence to 
which they have not the least pretension. 
It is to these presumptuous, and at the 
same time servile agents, that the authors 
of our public grievances have enjoyed so 
long a furlough fi'om national resentment. 
Let us, then, by a manly exercise of our 
elective franchise, give an efTectnal check 
to the iniquitous career of«thcse presump¬ 
tuous individuals in the Common Council 3 
which will be a prelude to the disgrace 
ami punishment of their abandoned and 
profligate employers. 

Fellow Citizens : It is neither possible, 
nor I trust necessary in an Address like 
the present, to enumerate the long cata¬ 
logue of evils which the folly an^ mis¬ 
conduct of our rulers have indicted upon 
the country, even during the present year, 
much less for a long series of years passed. 
With an expenditure of 80 millions per 
annum, what have we achieved ? Have 
vve lessened the power of the enemy ? or 
have we added to the security of the coun¬ 
try .> Our taxe.s, particularly the Income 
and Assessed Taxes, are demanded of us 
with increased rigour* and severity; our 
grievances remain unredressed, corrup¬ 
tion, abuse and peculation in the public 
expenditure unrefonned ; thousands and 
thousands of our brave soldiei's have in- 
gloriously perished in Spain and Walche- 
rcn. Tne land is filled with afflicted 
parents, widows, and orphans, to mourn 
their guilty loss, whilst the remains of our 
gallant army are now languishing with 
sickness and disease. 

While the nation at large, feeling for 
the wounded honour of the country, have 
been anxiously looking up to the Corpo¬ 
ration of Loudon to take a lead in demand-' 
ing inquiry, vve have seen the syepphants 
of the Common Council, instead of sharing 
with the country in the generous indigna¬ 
tion which it feels at beholding a vast em¬ 
pire crumkiing to pieces, instead of joining 
with tha, virtuojjs part of the corporation 
to call for reform of abuses, these place- 
hunting canker-worms, destitute alike of 
talents, probity, or shame, ffiave endea- 
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Toared to prevent inf]?jjry into these 
failures and disgraces, by drowning the 
complaints of the people'in the tumult of 
general feasting and illuminations. Im¬ 
becility and crime have found in them 
protection, and they have constantly op¬ 
posed every measure calculated to remover 
the present corrupt system, without which 
removal this kiftgdom must ultimately fall, 
as other kiiigdom.s have flone, under the 
power of a foreign sword. 

It is to prevent a calamity of this ex¬ 
tent— it is that our rights may be pre¬ 
served to the very end of time, that I call 
upon you to select men worthy of your 
confidence, and wilhtalbnts suitable to the 
times in which we live. Remember that 
the trust we delegate is not exclusively our 
property : noj; is it to be exercised exclu¬ 
sively for our own benefit; but a tru.st 
confided in us for the security and advan¬ 
tage of the whole community. This truth 
cannot be too strongly impressed upon our 
minds. Our existence as a state may de¬ 
pend upon our integrity and prudence in 
the exercise of this right. It is a mis¬ 
taken generosity, and at this period a very 
faazaWous experiment, to allow unworthy 
or incapable individuals to retain their si¬ 
tuations merely because they have held them 
for years. Nor is it less criminal in those 
who havo talents equal to the discharge 
of the duties, to withhold their services at 
a moment like the present, when the 
nation is tottering under the imbecility of 
a corrupt and despicable faction, avowedly 
unequal to whattlYJy have undertaken, and 
who have held out flags of distress for as¬ 
sistance to men as unworthy as themselves. 
Feel as men ought to feel vvhon assailed 
with difficulties; Come forward like men; 
Vindicate your rights; Retrieve your 
character, by dismissing those w’tio have 
betrayed their lru.st, and giving the Coi- 
.poration the full benefit of your talents 
and your virtues; Shame the unprincipled 
hirelings of the day into that obscurity 
from which their conscience should inform 
them they ought never to have emerged : 
Forip immediately Committees in your 
respective Wards for the purpose of bring¬ 
ing forward and supporting proper Candi¬ 
dates. A Citizen or London 

Nov, 18, 1809. Of THE Old School. 


SPECIAL JURIES. 

SiB; The appearance of a 'letter by 
your t!oi respondent W. F. S., in your Re¬ 
gister of the 11th of this month, recalls. 


to mind a former one by that gentleman, on 
■the abused organization of Special Juries, 
which I had intended to notice at the time, 
with a view to trace the evil to it’s source, 
and to shew the true character and extent 
of it; but which afierw^ards escaped my 
recollection, and hasnotsince been thought 
of. This explanation wifi, I trust, apolo¬ 
gize fur adverting to a paper, inserted so 

far back, the 30th of September last_ 

The question, I conceive, embraces a wider 
field of argument, and involves considera¬ 
tions of infinitely more importance, than 
what have been ascribed to it buyout cor¬ 
respondent. He has stated a case for the 
contemplation of your veadere; but, by 
confining himself simply to the recital of 
that case, without attempting to account 
for it, or speculating on it’s consequences, 
has left the argument incomplete. The 
facts adduced by him, and the quotations 
cited from Professor Blackstone, are only 
useful to establish the truth of his position, 
that Special Juries are not now organized 
as the law intended they should be; but, 
why tins difference in their organization 
has taken place,—whether it tends to the 
advantage of the community; and, if not, 
how it may be remedied, he has hardly 
thought it necessary to explain.—Now, it 
appedrs to me, that, before condemning an 
abuse (by which, in a case of this sort, is 
to be understood, an aberration from any 
customary or prescriptive act),Jt is indis¬ 
pensable to know, if such abuse could have 
been avoided ; and, at leasts politic to in¬ 
quire, if, upon the whole, it is injurious to 
the parties who may be afiecte^d by its 
operation. Your correspondent has com¬ 
plained, that Special Juries are now com¬ 
posed of tradesmen and manufacturers; 
that these members of society are*dubbed 
" Esquires,” in the Sheriff’s book; and 
that though, by this insertion, and a com¬ 
petent qualification in respect to property, 
tliey may answer in denomination to the 
persons mc'ntioned for the execution of the 
oflSee,—yet, that, by w’ant of education, 
and a consequent nafrowness of mind and 
principle, they are virtually incapable of 
acquitting themselves properly ; that the 
men alluded to are not of this description; 
that they are real esquires; and that a 
real esquire is a man possessed of under¬ 
standing as well as property, whose rank, 
and,opulence, hnd independence, are wily 
subservient to the improvement of his Ri- 
teliect and the developeirNiiit of his ta-, 
lqjit.--If I understand your correspendait 
rightlv, this is what he meansi Siv ;* and 
ii C’ 2 
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ceHatnly it is aound doctrine, unimpeach¬ 
able pbilosopl|y. But, still, 1 am afraid, 
this notion of an Esquire, this character of 
a Special Jury-man, is foimded in theory 
rather than in practice, and accords better 
with the Utopian system of sir Thomas 
More, than with instances to be selected 
from real life.—I will not take upon me 
to afhrhi what may bare been the state of 
society at the time the law in question was 
enacted ; nor, indeed, what it may have 
been in the day of sir William'Blackstone, 
although, if we are to believe that which 
is recorded of him, he, too, made a differ¬ 
ence between writing on the-principhes of 
the constitution and illustrating them by 
his practice ; but, this I may state, without 
fear of contradiction, that those men who 
are considered now a-days in the light of 
native 'Squires,—I mean men of inde¬ 
pendent fortunes, acquired and transmitted 
to them through the industry of their pro¬ 
genitors ; are infinitely less competent to 
discharge the duties of a SpecialJury, than 
the objects of your correspondent’seensure. 
They formerly may have been distinguish¬ 
ed from their fellow countrymen, by quali¬ 
ties more substantial, and attributes more 
respectable, than empty titles and a rela¬ 
tive state of riches; but now, alas! the 
man of fortune is identified with the man 
of fashion, and, of all characters u|)oii 
earth, the man of fashion, considered exclu¬ 
sively as such, is the most despicable and 
disgusting.—A pedestrian or a pugilisi, 
a jockey or a gamester, no>v marks him 
to public notice, and stamps distinction 
on the rising race of noblemen and young 
esquires ; their leisure and independence 
are sacrificed to folly; their spirit is de¬ 
bauched by the cmeaoness of their pur¬ 
suits ; 'the parade and pageantry of a Whipg 
Club exhibit sulficient scope for their emu¬ 
lation, and the attitudes of a bruiser, or, 
perhaps, the pedigree of a pointer, are 
among the most abstruse and severest of 
thqir studies. And yet, these men com- 
piein of a disposition, on the part of 
the peo|Se, to degrade nobility, and to 
bring the higher orders of society into 
contempt, as if any thing could more ef¬ 
fectually tend to do so, than theif own 
profligate demeanour and ignofance of 
imderstandiog. Indeed, it is truly la¬ 
mentable to reflect on the degenerate and 
disgraceful state of this pu't of the com- 
muniiy, opposed to the situation of their 
inferiors: whilst the latter are contend¬ 
ing agaiast the pressure of the times, and 
substituting solid study and rational forms 


of learning, in place of those amusements 
with which they W’ere wont to soothe the 
cares of life and soften the fatigues of*bu- 
siness, but which they are now unable to 
afford; the former is, at best, indulging 
in inanity, or running through the scenes 
of fashionable dissipation.—But, the order 
of employment' is inverted: the amuse¬ 
ments of the poor are converted into ob¬ 
jects of study by the rich; while the stu¬ 
dies of the rich are transmuted into means 
of relaxation by the poor I- -What such a 
man as Locke, who in his work on Educa¬ 
tion treats the ignorance of men of for¬ 
tune in matters of jurisprudence, as an 
actual absurdity* would say to this ex¬ 
change, one may easily conceive; but, 
without, probing the grievance deeper; 
it is cutting enough to think, that those 
designed by the law to discriminate be¬ 
tween right and wrong, and to admea¬ 
sure and assign its penalties, arc, for 
the most part, ignorant of its first prin¬ 
ciples, and are certainly incompetent to 
.serve on Special Juries, to whom the 
more refined and intricate parts of it are 
referred.—I cannot, therefore, agree with 
your learned correspondent, that tfie re¬ 
moval of the men objected to by liini, 
from oui Special Juries, and consequently 
the iiuroduclion of such as I have de¬ 
scribed, would be a public benefit, or 
iictter answer the purpose of the legisla¬ 
ture : for, it is manifest, that our present 
Jurymen are superior in understanding; 
and as to sciitiineiU and feeling, in regard 
to those cases where a sense of honour is 
required to appreciate'a breach of duty, 
or estimate a lo.ss of happiness; where 
pecuniary costs and damage.? are the only 
reparation that can be made ,for a vio¬ 
lence committed on a man’s internal quiet 
and rl^putation; it would in regard to 
these, be little better than a joke, a mere 
mockery and make-game, with so mgny 
great delinquents before our eyes, to se¬ 
lect a tribunal from the higher paths of 
life, or pack a jury from the fashionable 
sphere. The idea h really laughable; 
one might as well think of drinking bran¬ 
dy to check a fever, or of using acids to, 
correct a cholic. For my part, if I were 
in the situation described by your correv 
pondent,—deprived of my wife’s affections, 
and supplmited in her esteem; wounded 
in my honour, and injured in my fame, by 
the machinations of an artful scoundrel, 
calling kimself^y friend; I would rather 
submit fny claim to a jury of enlightened 
Tradesman, wiiji a respectable Unaerukei 
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at their head (since a person of that pro* 
fession is stated by your correspondent to 
have acted in such capacity on a late oc¬ 
casion),—men, susceptible of the comforts 
of domestic life, and patterns in them¬ 
selves of conjugal fidelity, than even to a 
set of Peers, with a prince or prelate tor 
their foreman,^ if the latter were defi¬ 
cient in these respects, and not exempt, 
by law, from serving upon Juries.—In 
short. Sir, your correspondent must per¬ 
ceive, that the evil he complains of, arises 
rather from the general depravity of so¬ 
ciety, than from any wanton innovation 
on an establi.shed principle; and that it is 
unavoidable, and eved desirable, con- 
, sidering the incapacity of those alluded 

to by the law.-He has, I am sure, 

from his style of waiting, too much 
candour to, impute to me any interested 
motive, in commenting on his paper; 
my only aim in doing so, having been 
to remove an impression that it may 
have excited in disparagement of pub¬ 
lic justice, as administered in our courts 
of law, which, notwithstanding the abuse 
in question, the prevalence of party 
spirit* and the preponderating influence of 
the,executive government of the country, 
was never, I believe, dispensed with 
greater purity and freedom than at the 
present moment.—Before concluding the* 
discussion of this topic, as reference has 
been made to the admirable treatise of sir 
William Blackstone,, I am tempted to 
transcribe a passage from it in regard to 
Juri.es, which cannot be too seriously at¬ 
tended to by every Englishman who values 
the privtileges of his constitution:—"All 
" gentlemen of fortune are, in consequence 
“ of theSr property, liable to be called 
“ upon to establish the rights, to,estimate 
" the injuries, to weigh the accusations, 
" and sometimes to dispose of the lives of 
their fellow-subjects, by .serving upon 
" Juries. In this situation, they have fre- 
" quently a right to decide, and that upon 
** their oaths, questions of nice importance, 
" in the selection of which some legal 
•* skill is requisite; especially where the 
" law and the fact, as it often happens, are 
" intimately blended together. And the 
“ general incapacity, even of our best 
" Juries, to do this with any tolerable pro- 
priety, has greatly debased their autho- 
*' rity; and has unavoidably^hrown more 
" power into the hands of the ^Judges, to 
direct, controul, and dven reverse their 
« verdict, than perhaps the Constitution 
** intende^.^* I am. Sir, yours, &c. S. 
Ifendm, Nov. 12 , 1809. • 


MR. WAIIDLE 

AND THE 

EDINBURGH REVIEWERS. 

Sir ; I cannot contemplate the fallaciout 
misrepresentation of these writers, of Mr. 
Wardle’s Speech on the Public Expendi¬ 
ture, at the same time with the extensive 
influence of their book on the public opi¬ 
nion, w'ithqut seeking through your aid to 
dojustice tohiseXtraordinary merits. After 
a preamble full of praise of Mr. Wardle as 
one of " the most zealous, and able cham¬ 
pions for economy and reform,,” and for 
having “ come fairly forward with the 
items of his proposed deductions,” lan¬ 
guage truly becoming their subject, and 
coming from such authority as ought to 
make the servile authors of the Morning 
Post blush for their base calumnies, they 
proceed to lay down this position; that 
",the main saving, and indeed all that in 
a national point of view, is worth attend¬ 
ing to, is to be eflected by a reduction in 
the number or allowances of our army and 
navy.'* Now, Mr. Cobbett, I do not 
hesitate to assert, that a statement more 
false, or mure demonstrative of a vicious 
perversion of fact, never was made. The 
writer of it must have known how gross a 
falsehood he was attempting to give cur¬ 
rency to, and it is but too manifest that his 
motive could be no other than that of a 
wish to please a party who have uniformly 
vilified and opposed Mr. Wardle ; because 
he could not have been unacquainted with 
those points of Mr . Wardle’s Speech which 
I am about to refer to, and wjiich will 
shew, that, so far from any reduction be¬ 
ing propo.sed in the efleclive force of the 
country, no one saving can be considered 
as having the smallest tendency*to dimi¬ 
nish it.—In order to make out his case the 
Edinburgh Reviewer says, " a certain pro¬ 
portion of infantry and cavalry are to be 
discharged,” but of what kind, any of 
our regulars, militia or volunteers ^ not a 
single corps or regiment, except two regi¬ 
ments of household'troops, that are never 
.sent on service, and whose duties could be 
performed by the heavy dragoon regi¬ 
ments^: and except a reduction of the ca¬ 
valry Regiments from 2.‘1,499 to 18,000, a 
reduction which has the sanction of some 
of the ablest officers, and which, if effected, 
-would leave d force of cavalry, that with 
the volunteer cavalry would be equdl to, 
every duty the state could desire. It is 
positively false that Mr. Wardle prraosed 
to discharge a single man of the infantry, 
and in saying that he did, the Reviewers 
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have in terms sftid i^at wasnot true. Nor 
did he, as they aliedge, propose that the re¬ 
mains of the Volunteers should bedischarg- 
ed. On this head he adopted the opinion of 
sir B» Wilson that, “ mil/tary cloathing is 
not necessary for such a force,” and pro¬ 
posed a saving equal to the expence now^ 
incurred by cloathing the Volunteers. Of 
the whole therefore, of the assertion of the 
Reviewers, as far as relates to a reduction 
of our army, all of it that is gfrod for any 
thing, is just so much of it as can be borne 
out by the disbanding of two regiments of 
household .troops, and reducing our cavalry 
from 23,000 to 18,000 men. So much for 
their honesty ami accuracy !—They have 
stated truly, that Mr. Wardle proposed to 
disV^and the foreign corps. But not correctly 
that such a measure would be a reduction 
of our army ; looking to its efficiency, and 
not to its numbers, for its value, because no 
man capable of appreciating the character 
of our constitution, ami of what really 
forms the safety of the empire, can say, 
that gtjOOO foreign troops add any thing 
to our security; but, on the contrary, his 
mind must revolt from the idea of such a 
force having existence in our country, and 
be forcibly alive to apprehensions of dan¬ 
ger rather than to confidence in security, 
whenever it contemplates so formidable a 
force wholly unconnected with the inte¬ 
rests and liberties of’ the people.—The Re¬ 
viewers go on to say , “ no more fortifica- 
tious are to be constructed; the allowances 
to the militia are to be reduced ; a third 
art of the sum destined for the Navy is to 
e withdrawn. But, “ these were not 
measures of economy, but measures of 
state policy.”—Not measures of economy ? 
So because;, by book<or by. crook the idea of 
a measure of state policy can be attached 
to any proposition by which a saving of 
millions will be effected to the public, tlien 
it is not to be a measure of economy, there¬ 
fore to have no merit or attention bestowed 
upon it, but to be wholly disregarded, and 
the people ^old to be satisfied, and not to 
expect its being adopted, becau,se they are 
quite under a mistake, have nothing td say 
to it, hut must leave it entirely to the mi¬ 
nisters, who alorie have concern with mea¬ 
sures of state policy !—But in regard to 
these fortifications, how stands the fact; 
is it at thi.s' moment a measure of state 
policy to vote 700,000/. a J^ear to extend 
them ? After som® hundred millions of 
money had beefi ejfpended upon them in 
the course of the last twenty years, and 
.aft« it is quite plain to every man vidio 


ever read a newspaper, that this expendi¬ 
ture was wholly useless, any^ other person 
beudes the writer of this Review might have 
been willing to allow that the question was 
no longer one of state, policy; but one 
more belonging to the head of state cor¬ 
ruption, ana, therefore, most fit for the 
budget of Mr. "Wardle.—As to the allow¬ 
ances to the militia, Mr.* Wardle pro¬ 
posed that they should be allowed to 
work at harvest for three months in 
the year, and during these three months 
to stop their payment, a practice of the 
famous King of Prussia.—But the most 
scandalous opinion broached by the Re¬ 
viewers is, that on the subject of the naval 
expenditure, they say, “ that any re- 
tveuebment of the funds appropriated for 
the navy, must be attended with the ut¬ 
most li.izard.”—U really, (Mr. Cobbett), 
is quite melancholy to think, that a work 
which has by its former opinions so de¬ 
servedly gained great weight with the 
public, should contain so ba-se a prostitu¬ 
tion of talents as is here exemplified in this 
short .sentence. Wh tt, after the i'acts which 
have been heaped upon facts of an unques¬ 
tionable and unquestioned fixed nature, 
proving how much of the annual naval ex¬ 
penditure is actually robbed from the pub¬ 
lic by those who belong to the naval de¬ 
partment, is it possible that any man could 
ha+e beeti found that would venture to 
step forward in support of this system of 
state , corruption and common robbery, 
and give a calm deliberate opinion, such 
as these Reviewers have here given ? I am 
sure that the public have too much good 
sense to be led astray on this point, even 
by the influence of these Edinburgh Re¬ 
viewers.—But now, Sir, having, I conceive, 
^completely refuted the assertion of the Re¬ 
viewers, that the main saving proposed by 
Mr. Wardle was to be effected by a reduc- 
t’lon in the Army and Navy ; 1 will shew 
by a reference to his published Speech 
what proportion of the saving can have no 
’possible connection with the reduction of 
either. 

Stall’of 15 Militia Corps re- JO. 
duced - -- -- -- -- - 10,000 

Cloathing Local Militia- 700,000 

Cloathing and Stali’of Volun¬ 
teers - - -. 1,000,000 

Staff of tl^e'Army - - — - - 200,ooo 

Recruitingi^ Staff' ------ 200,000 

Army Agency. ,W,075 

War Offfce - 24,000 

Pay Office - -- -- -- -- ' 24^000 
Medical Department - - - - 200,000 
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111 


Comn^issariat. 

Barracks -------- 

Axmy Oloathing - - - - 
Qollection of Revenue 
Great Britain - - - - 
Collection of Revenue 

Ireland - -- -. 

Commissioners and Auditors 
of Public Accounts - - - -' 
Bank ; The sum charged for 
the management of the 
National Debt - - - - - 
Pensions, and Offices executed 
by Deputy ------- 

Bounties— - -- -- -- - 
Colonics - 

Catholic Emancipation - - - 


500,009 

350,000 
270,000 

1,051,930 

388,367 

70,000 

210 , 594 . 

200,000 
- - 150,000 

- - 500,000 

- - 2 , 000,000 

£. 8.0')9,81.1 


Here, Sir, is a saving proposed of eight 
millions, without including a single item 
exposed to either of the two objections of 
the Reviewers; either as being a reduc¬ 
tion of military defence, or belonging to 
a question of state policy. Was it, then, 
fair for them, in giving so decided an opi¬ 
nion, ^pon what they are pleased to call 
the extraordinary statement of Mr. War- 
dle, *to pass these items over in silence, 
and thus give their authority to the inge¬ 
nious but false imputations of Mr. Hus- 
kisson, to take from the true value of this 
truly astonishing display that Mr. War- 
dle made of the practicable measures 
which might be adopted to ease the bur¬ 
dens of the people ? But the sober judg¬ 
ment of the peoplh of England will not be 
led astray so easily. The facts whicli 
have been disclosed of waste and corrup¬ 
tion in t^e control of the Public Expendi¬ 
ture caiuiot be so readily cllaced. They 
know too much not to see that Mr. War- 
dle must be right, and that there is room 
even for doing much more than he pro- 

E osed to do. For my own part, I have no 
esitation in saying that if a very few 
metqbers of the House of Commons stand 
by him in his endeavours to obtain a fi¬ 
nancial reform,* he will before the end of 
aeztsession carry with him the public ap- 
prpbation and support fully as extensively 
as he did in the business of the X)uke of 
York.--Your obedient servant, Vebax. 


SPEECH 

Of the Rev. Mr. Shepherb, delivered 
at the recent Celebration of the AiV- 


niversaby of Mr. Roscoe’s Eleclioit^ 
tjakeh ' . 

From the Statesman. 

Gentlemen; I have witnessed, with the 
greatest pleaimre, the enthusiasm frith 
which you have paid your tribute of re¬ 
spect to our late worthy representative; 
and that, not merely on account of the 
friendly sentiments wiiicti I have long en¬ 
tertained towards Mr. Roscoe, but because, 
in my humble judgment, this enthusiasm 
augurs well of the final success of tho 
glorious cause in which we are jointly em¬ 
barked. (Applauses.) To this oailise. Gen¬ 
tlemen, the course of passing events, should, 
induce us most steadily to adhere ; for the 
occurrences of every day more manifestly 
demonstrate its truth and justice. Yes, 
Gentlemen, I am persuaded we cannot bet¬ 
ter prove our attachment to the country, 
than by treading in the steps of our much 
loved and valued friend, the anniversary of 
whose election "we are now met together to 
celebrate; and in opposing the proceedings 
of those weak and wicked ministers, who 
have too long directed his majesty’s coun¬ 
cils, arid who have obstinately and per¬ 
versely persevered in a system which 
has reduced this nation to its present de- 
plorajrle condition. (Applauses.) I trust. 
Gentlemen, that we shall never forget the 
means by which those ministers came into 
place; 1 trust also we shall ever rcraem- 
her, that the foundations of their power 
are bigotry and intolerance; that they were 
wafted into office by the drunken belch- 
ingsof“ No Popery” and “Church and 
King.” (Loud applauses.)—What are 
these watch w'ords of party. Gentlemen, 
hut the signals of riot, and the instigators 
of persecution.? Whaf do ministers and 
their adherents mean, when they sdmulate 
the intoxicated multitude to cry out “ No 
Popery !” ?' Do they mean to say,that the 
Roman Catholic Religion shall not be ex¬ 
ercised in this country ? If so, they fly di¬ 
rectly in the face of the law of the land. 
But do they mean to insinuate^ that there 
is some noxious charm in that religion, 
which renders its professors hostile or in- 
fRflfereiH to their native land ? I maintain, 
that the history of the world, and the 
course of passing events, give the lie to 
this insinuation. Who are they, who bavti 
in spite of disqpter and discomfiture, time 
after time, rallied round the standard, of 
the Emperor of Austria,, to defend his 
throne and their country ? They aref 
Rpman Catholics. Who are they,.who, 
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*rora the bleak nummit of the Tyrolean tion. Their nieaning is a Church above 
mountains, at thist moment breathe defiance the "State, and a King above the Law. 
gainst the Conqueror of the Continent ? Against theki principles I will protest to 
'Aej* are Roman Catholics. Of what the latest moments of my life.” So said 
faith were the heroes who chose to perish this Dignitary, Gentlemen, so say I, and 
amicist the smoking ruins of Saragossa, so I am confident say we all. (Applauses.) 
rather than submit to the oppression of Yes, Gentlemen, after the example of this 
their country ? Why, to a man, they were Dignitary, we will honour the King. We 
Roman Catholics. (Loud applauses.) Re- wi^, honour him constitutionally. We will 
ferring to these instances, and a thousand alsoHestify our' regard to him, but in a 
others which might be mentioned, I will mode difierent from that adopted by Mr. 
always maintain, that, as I expressed my- Spencer Perceval and his adherents, should 
selfon a fornier occaston, the flame of Loy- it so happen that a pledge confessedly up- 
ally, and l^atriotism can glow in the breast constitutional is required from his Mi- 
of a Roman Catholic. (Applauses.) And nisters. Should it so happen that an un- 
frum the nature of things. Gentlemen, it popular and insultoig answer is given to 
muiit be so; for, upon what is the princi- an address from the metropolis of the 
pie of patriotism founded ? It is founded kingdom, we will not say, these are the 
upon the possession of property; upon the personal acts of the King, and must not 
enjoyment of the protection of the law ; be called into question. No, Gentlemen, 
but more than that, perhaps it is founded we will take our stand upon the platform 
upon the charities of social and domestic of the Constitution, and our motto shall 
life. (Loud applauses.) Until then it be,." A King that can do no wrong, but 
can be proved to me that the Catholics of Ministers that are responsible for every 

Great Britain and Ireland have no stake act of state.” (Loud applauses.)- 

in the country; till if can be proved to And, Gentlemen, what a weight of re- 
inc. that jthey are destit ute of natural af- spoiisibility rests upors the shoulders of 
fection, that they feel no love for their Mr. Spencer Perceval and hisco-adjutors ? 
parents, no fondness for their wives, no For what is the substance of the history of 
tender solicitude for the welfare of their Britain for the last eighteen months but a 
children, I will maintain that they are .series of rlisgrace and disasters abroad, 
fit to be trusted with arms in defence of "and the open and unblushing patronage of 

their country, and woe befal the man who corruption at borne (Applauses.)- 

basely insinuates the doctrine that they Amongst the foreign transactions of Mi- 
and their CounUy have cliirerent interests, nisters stands first in order of time.the 

(Loud applauses.)^-Again, Gentlemen, celebrated Convention of Cintra. Permit 

what mean those words which, in the sea- me. Gentlemen, to go bapk to that period, 
son of turbulence, we see chalked ufroii I will detain you for as short a time as 
our wallsi and hear resounding amidst the possible. (larud cries of hear, hear!)— 
conviviality of our opponents ? What Such of you. Gentlemen, as I had the 
me.ans the noted symbol.of parly, Church honour to address on a similar occasion on 
and Kirig? Gentiemen, I will tell you, this day twelve months, may perha[)s re- 
what it means, and for this purpose I will collect that 1 then expressed my opinion 
borrow the language of an eminent Dig- that no satisfactory result was to be ex¬ 
nitary of the Church of England, whom I pected from the Court of Enquiry, which 
have the honour to reckon among my was appointed to examine into that trans¬ 
friends; when immediately after that most action. Gentiemen, the event, justified 
disgraceful outrage, the Birmingham Riot,' my prognostic. That Court did not probe 
this Dignitary was called upon, in the the transaction in question to the bottom, 
midst of a large company, to drink the —By its very constitution, indeed, it was 
toast of Churw and King, he address- precluded from so doing; it was a Court 
ed the Master of the feast in the fol- of Military Inquiry ; and of Military In- 
lowing terms, “ Sir, I venerate the Cnurch, quiry only; and I have no doubt that its 
the holy offices of which I have long verdict was strictly correct, which de- 
been accustomed to administer; I trust dared that no blame was to be imputed 
also that the whole tenor of my life to the C{>iymanders of the Expedition, 
proves that I honour my King ; but I will Still, however, it was the general feeling 
^ot drink the toast of Church and King, of the country, that blame wsts to be im- 
for I well know what is the mea'ning qf puted somewhere; and 1 think that this 
those words when they are put in conjunc- feeling was^ right, and that I can demon- 
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straie to you, that blame of the mo^t se¬ 
rious kind is to be imputed to his Majesty’s 
Ministers, who planned and organized the 
expedition.—Grentlemen, I am not so ab¬ 
surd as to pretend to be a critic upon the 
ininutise of military operations. I do, 
however lay claim to credit fur a little 
common sense, under the guidance of 
which, and onddr the correction of my 
worthy and gallant friend* on iny left 
(Colonel Williams), I lay down the fol¬ 
lowing positions. That in order to insure 
success to an expedition against a foreign 
enemy, it is absolutely requisite that the 
planners of that expedition should be ac¬ 
quainted with the ngmbfcr and species of 
the enemy’s forces, that they should pro¬ 
vide their troops with the means of,trans¬ 
porting artillery and ammunition; that 
they should secure an adequate supply 
of provisions ; and, though it may not be 
absolutely necessary, yet 1 should think 
it highly expedient that the conduct of 
the expeditioir should be entrusted to a 
General, well apprised of its objects and 
plan, and who is intended to prosecute it 
to its termination. Now, Gentlemen, let 
us trynhe expedition to Portugal Ity these 
rules. On the 12lh June, 1808, Sir Arthur 
Wallesley set sail from Cork, with between 
eight and nine thousand men, under as¬ 
surances from Ministers, that the dispos¬ 
able force of the French in Lisbon amount¬ 
ed to no more than four thousand.-In 

point of fact. Gentlemen, the numbers of 
French troops in Portugal at that time, 
amounted to four and twenty thousand! 
Two days after Sir Arthur sailed, they 
received more correct information, in con¬ 
sequence of which, they sent after him 
reinforcements. These having, more by 
good luck than good maiiage^nt, ar¬ 
rived in time. Sir Arthur was enabled to 
meet the enemy; he did meet them at 
Roleia and Virniera—-his soldiers did, what 
I trust (allow me to correct my expres¬ 
sion, what I am cojUlJent), British sol¬ 
diers always will do, when they contend 
with a foe—they covered themselves with 
glory. (Ltmd applauses.) They repuls- 
• ed and defeated the enemy. But their 
Commander was unable to follow up his 
victory. And why ? On account of the 
superior number of the enemy’s horse. 
For, be it known to you, Gentlemen, that 
to a British army of eightejn thousand 
men, there were attached no more than 
two hundred and ten tavalry*.—^At the 
oitfset of this expedition, great inconve¬ 
nience was experienced, ^om the want 


of horses to convey the artillery and ammu¬ 
nition. And for this. Sir Arthur account- ' 
ed to the Board of Inquiry in a very sin¬ 
gular manner. For be slated, that think¬ 
ing that the horses of the artillery (wliich 
we must presume to be sound aiid good) 
would sullcr from the hardships of the 
service, he substituted, in their place, a 
humber of Irish cast cavalry liorses, worth 
about twelve or thirteen pounds each. 
(A laugh). * Why, Gentlemen, with the 
good leave of my worthy friend,. Mr. 
Casey, I must say that this was a most 
Irish mode of fittiijg out an expedition, 
and that Sir Arthur’s plan would have 
been consislcnc and complete, hat! he, in¬ 
stead of able bodied men, filled his batta¬ 
lions with tottering invalids and Chelsea 
pensioners.— (Loud laughing.) —When, 
Gentlemen, Sir Arthur took his depar¬ 
ture from Cork, he was iirstructed prin¬ 
cipally to depend upon the country to 
which he was going for supplies of pro¬ 
visions. When he arrived in Portugal, 
which supplies itself with bread for only 
seven nwnths in the year, provisions were 
so scarce, that he was earne.stly solicited 
to victual the Portuguese troops who join¬ 
ed him, from the stores which he had 
brought with him in his ships. And as 
to the'jicrmanency of the Coinmandcr-in- 
Chief, it is, I btdieve, an unparalleled cir¬ 
cumstance, that in the .course of twenty- 
four hours the British army was under 
the orders of three different Generals.— 
Gentlemen, you well remember the outcry 
that was raised against Sir Hugh Dal- 
rymple. You remember the Ne.wspaper 
edged with black; and the protest of va¬ 
rious towns against the odium of having 
given him birth. This outcry was eagerly 
encouraged by Ministers, as it tended to 
divert the attention of the country from 
their own inM^ci^cy. It is highly 
probable thatsonw of us here present joined 
in this outcry if so, let us make Sir Hugh 
the amende lumorabk; let us acknowledge 
that no blame is attachable to,the Mili¬ 
tary Commanders of the Portuguese Ex¬ 
pedition ; let UR bestow our execrations 
wjiere they are due ; namely, upon those 
Ministers w'ho planned that Expedition, 
and whose ignorance and incapacity 
rendered necessary a Convention which 
made Britain the laughing-stock of Europe 
—(Applauses.^ By this Convention, how¬ 
ever, Portugal being cleared of the ene¬ 
my, Ministers resolved to eJpel the trench • 
from Spain. With this view, they, sent 
into that country an army under the com- 
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'Aland of Sir John Moore, who was most 
pointedly insA'uoted to pay great attention 
and deference to the communications which 
he might, from time to time, receive from 
Mr. Hookham Frere, who was residing in 
Spah), in quality of Minister Plenipoten¬ 
tiary on the part of his Britannic Majesty. 
On this second occasion Ministers betray¬ 
ed their ignorance of the numbers and. 
resources of the enemy. Had they sent 
double the force which they did send, it 
would have been hardly sufficient to secure 
the object of the Expedition. And as to the 
vigilance and superior intelligence of the 
highly atcredited Mr. Hookham Frere, 
one fact will settle your opinion upon that 
oint. He was so singularly vigilant that 
e contrived to apprize Sir .John Moore of 
the capture of Madrid by the French, 
three days after the news of that event had 
been published in the London Papers (A 
laugh). In fact, this vain and foolish man 
was led by the nose by a couple of trai¬ 
tors, at whose instigation, he in a most 
oilensive and insolent manner pressed Sir 
John Moore to make a forward movement, 
which would have infallibly insured the 
capture of Sir John and his whole army. 
The sagacity of the Biiti.sh Commander, 
however, preserved him from the snare. 
He effected his retreat to Corunna. TTnder 
the walls of that town, he fought the 
enemy—he conquered—and he fell.—He 
fell bravely fighting at the head of his 
allant treops. (Loud Applauses.)—Had 
the honour of being of the kindred of 
Sir John Moore, I should have rejoiced at 
that event. For truly honourable was 
his death ; and it saved him the. extreme 
severity of mortification. For, to the eter¬ 
nal disgrace of Mjnisters be it said, that 
while the generosTty of the enemy was 
gracing the fallen Hero with the honours' 
of the tomb, the malignity of ministerial 
hirelings was whi.sperhig aifay his fair fame, 
apd attempting to tarnish his reputation. 
A foresight of this seems to have embitter¬ 
ed his last moments. For ip his dying, 
agopies he*‘8aid, “ 1 hope my country will 
do me justice.” Yes, Centicmen, his-coun- 
»ry ^ul do him justice; and whilst she 
consigns his calumniators to the conteiptit 
which they merit, she will inscribe his 
name in the list of her most illustrious 
heroes. (Loud Applauses.) — With the 
same pen too will she record the disgrace 
of those Ministers, whose incapacity oc¬ 
casioned the Si^rifice of him, and ,of his 

f ' 'aljant followers. (Applauses.)--^The 

aiinm pf Spanish Expeditieu was. 


however, imputed to the want of zeal, or 
to the overcaution, of Sir John Moore.. To 
remedy this deficiency. Ministers entrust¬ 
ed a second Expedition to a General, who 
was stated to be of a difierent descripliqn; 
who was trumpeted forth as being all 
spirit, activity, and vigour; and vrho had 
reaped a rich harvest of laurels on the 
plains of Ilindostan. Yo^ are all aware. 
Gentlemen, that I allude to Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, now Lord Wellington. Well, 
what was the result of all this enterprize 
and activity ? He rashly advanced, with¬ 
out intelligence, and unprovided with 
magazines of provisions, into the heart of 
the country. Ip consequence of the 
customary negligence of Ministers, when 
he met the enemy, he found their number- 
double his own. By a.stonishing eflbrts of 
valour, his soldiers earned for him the 
title of Baron Talavera—in return for 
which his improvidence left them sick and 
wounded in the hospitals i>f that town. 
Gentlemen, if Lord Wellington be the 
high-spirited individual which he is repre¬ 
sented to be, if he have that nice sense of 
honour which he is reported to have, this 
title of Talavera wdil be a perpetual tor¬ 
ment to him. He will regard it as a 
blot upon bis escutcheon—as the record of 

his disgrace. (Applauses.)-Before I 

, close the melancholy list of our expeditions, 
permit me briefly to notice the Expedi¬ 
tion to the Coast of Holland. While the 
Emperor of Austria was struggling with 
Buonaparte, Ministers determined to make 
what they call a grand diversion. For 
this purpose they equipped a force of an 
hundred thousand men.—But, according 
to inveterate custom, they were too late 
in their preparations; and wffien Lord 
Chathang arrived at the mouth of the 
Scheldt; he learnt, to his astonishment, 
that Antw^erp was a fortified town: that 
the approaches to it could be laid under 
water; and that the Scheldt was bristled 
with batteries and forts. In short, the 
upshot of this Grand Expedition was the 
burning of Flushing, and the capture of 
the Island ofWalcheren, which has proved 
to be the grave of our gallant countrymen. 

-But we are seriously told that though 

the ulterior objects of this expedition are 
not accomplished, much has beep^ done, 
since Welcheren is a capital srtuaLon for 
the carr^-^rm on a contraband trade. A 
contraband Trade, Gentlemen! bun-, 
dred thousand mep employed in establish¬ 
ing a contniband trade! Ob, |bat 
shogld have lived to hear the potent and 
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pious Sovereign of the British Isles reprer 
seated by his own servants at the head of 
a gang of smugglers (loud applauses), or 
to see the Genius of British Commerce, 
who was wont proudly to spread her wings 
from one extremity of the ocean to the 
other, metamorphosed into an eel wrig¬ 
gling her dirty way through the mud banks 

of Holland. (luud applauses.)-And 

yet I doubt not. Gentlemen, that when 
Parliament assembles, as it will soon do to 
our cost, this Expedition to Walcheren, 
and Lord Wellington’s Expedition to 
Spain, will be vindicated by great majori¬ 
ties, as being planned and conducted with 
the most consummate wisdom. I argue 
this from a consideration of the last Session, 
<vhich was occupied by the varnishing and 
defence of everY species of abuse. Need 
1 on this head remind you of the affair of 
the Duke of York, of which I will say no 
more, than that a ministerial majority was 
prepared, in spite of tlie disgraceful sii.ua- 
tion in which his Royal Highness ap¬ 
peared to the eyes of the nation at large, 
not only to encourage, but to solicit him 
to retain the otfice of Commander in Chief. 
Need'Ik to remind you of the conviction of 
Lord Castlercagh, or his own confession 
of offering to barter East India Patronage 
for a seat in the House of Commons ? 
Who can. think, with patience, of the 
conduct of the House on that occasion, or 
read without indignation, its resolution 
not to proceed against his Lordship, be¬ 
cause the bargain had’ not been actually 
concluded ? Good God, Gentlemen, what 
doctrine is this i I once heard at the 
Lancaster Assizes the question gravely ar¬ 
gued, whether a man who was caught in 
transiiu in a chimne y, had broke into a 
house, (a laugh) and wdiere the life of a 
poor wretch was at stake, it was*fit and 
proper to raise an argument upon such a 
cause. But Lord C:i.stlereagh w'as a ser¬ 
vant of the King and of the Public ; and I 
appeal to you all. Gentlemen, whether, if 
you had caught one of your servants pick 
ing the lock of your iron chest, you would 
not have dismissed him ifom your service, 
though he had not actually carried off'a 
single guinea, or a single note. On the 
same principle I maintain that such a mass 
of corruption as Lord Castlercagh, should 
no longer have been permitted to approach 
the person of his Majesty, and ilj^t it was fit¬ 
ting that he should have been expelled 
the House of C'ommonst-—•G%ntlenien, 
such was the public feeling; but upon this, | 
as on a thousand other occasions, the pub- < 
lie feeling was, by the House of Commons,^ 
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held in contempt. And how’ happened' 
this ? Gentlemen. I will tell you. Be¬ 
cause 151 individuals return a majority of 
that House. This certainly ought not to 
be. (Loud applauses.) 'Till this evil is, 
remedied, we shall see no godd times tor 
Old England. (Applauses.) We have 
lately heard a great deal of the strenuous 
endeavours of the inhabitants of the Me¬ 
tropolis to put down the Private Boxes of 
Covent Garden Theatre—would tf> Heaven 
that 1 could sec the same spirit rising in 
the country at large to put down the Pri¬ 
vate Boxes ill St. Stephen’s Chapel. (Loud 
plaudits.) Till placemen, pensioners, and 
jobbers, are swept from the Benches of 
the Senate, how can we expect prudence 
in the granting, or economy in the c 3 C- 

penditure of the Public Money.--1 have 

seen a good liousewite raise water from a 
pump that is out of order, on pouring a 
quantity of water down the pump-stuck; &>*■ 
refreshment causes the sucker to play, and 
produces a copious stream. I leave it to your 
consideration. Gentlemen, whether some 
such process does not occasionally produce 

a copious stream of public money.--It is 

doubtful. Gentlemen, whether we shall soon 
be able to do any thing on a large scale 
re.specting Parliamentary Reform. We 
shall, ’however, in all- probability, soon 
•have an opportunity ofduing something in 
the retail way. It is well known that dis- 
sention and mutual recrimination have 
shaken the foundation of ministeritil power. 
When Parliament meets, things will be 
found, to adopt General Gascoyne’s cele¬ 
brated expression, “ to be at sixes and 
sevens.” (A laugh.) Somuchso,*indeed, 
that in all probability the gallant General, 
may once more vote .according to hia! 
conscience. (A laugh.) This phenome¬ 
non must forebode some great event, which 
event I take to be a dissolution of Parlia¬ 
ment. (Applauses.) In that case, I trust. 
Gentlemen, that the Town of Liverpool 
will second your endeavours, and that ia 
lieu of our present Representatives, we 
shall return two inert, who, wilhout any 
selfi.di views of private emolument, wiff 
dedicate their talents to the promotion of 
their Country’s good. 

AFFIDAVITS, 

Read in the Court of King’s Bench, in th^ 

Case of WniowT against Mr. Wabdlk. 

(From tlte Statesman.) 

• -- --- -T • 

, 'Affidavit of Simeon Bull 
SI^|EO^I Bull, of Hoiles-street, Q^Vehr 
I dish-sqaare, in the Cqunty of Middlesex, 
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House-agent, maketh Oath, and saith, 
that in the month ol‘ June, riOS, the 
Plaintiff, above-named, with whom this 
Deponent was then unacquainted, applied 
to this Deponent, to take of him, this De¬ 
ponent, a ready furnished house inHoIles- 
slreet aforesaid, for a Mrs. h'arquhar, whom 
he described as a lady coming from the 
country, by Whom he wascmployed to look 
out for a house, which he was al^o employed 
to furnish for her. And this Deponent fur¬ 
ther saith, that he accordingly let his 
said house, and that Mrs. Clarke, assum¬ 
ing tha name of Farquhar, came into 
and occupied it; but this Deponent finding 
out whom she was, went to the said Fran¬ 
cis Wright, and insisted upon Mrs. Clarke 
leaving the said house at the end of the 
tBonth, which she did do. And this De¬ 
ponent further saith, that the said Fran¬ 
cis Wright, the Plaintiff, and Captain 
Thompson, the brother of the said Mrs. 
Clarke, called upon this Deponent, and 
paid this Deponent the rent, and that there 
was a dispute between the said Plaintiff 
and Captain Thompson, as to the ‘name in 
which the receipt should be given by this 
Deponent. 

Affidavit of Sarah Mumford. 

Saiiah Mumfow), of Holles-street, Ca¬ 
vendish-square, in the County of Mid-‘ 
diesex, widow, maketh Oath, and saith, 
that she resides with Simeon Bull, of 
Holles-street, aforesaid, and his wife, and 
assists then) in letting the houses belong¬ 
ing to the said Simeon Bull, and keeping 
of the accounts relative thereto. And this 
Deponent further saith, that in the month 
of June, 1308, she recollects the Plaintiff 
comingJn the evening,-with Mrs. Clarke, 
who passed by the name of Farquhar, t« 
look at a house in Holies street, belonging 
to the said Simeon Bull. And this Depo¬ 
nent further saith, that she w-ent over 
the said house with the said Plaintiff and 
Mrs. Clarke, and acquainted them with 
the term^ thereof; and the said Plaintiff 
then told this Deponent that he had seen 
Mr. Bull that morning, and learnt the 
terms of him, and he informed this Depo¬ 
nent that Mrs. Clarke might stay in the 
house for a month or two, as he was 
looking out for a house which he was em¬ 
ployed to furnish for her. 

Affidavit qf Jo»eph Cart. 

• Joseph CuSt» of Coventry-stredt, Hay- 
maiJ^et, .in the. County of Middlesex, 
CoiSbe*HpB» keeper, maketh oath and 
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saith, that in the month of October, 18pS, 
Mrs. Mary-Anne Clarke, now of West- 
bourne-place, Chelsea, in the said County 
of Middlesex, but then of Bed ford-pface, 
Kussell-square, in the same County, call¬ 
ed upon this Deponent with one Captain 
Thompson, whom this Deponent under¬ 
stood to be her brother, for the purpose of 
taking of this Deponent tfie house she now 
occupies in Westbourne-place aforesaid. 
And this Deponent further s^ith, that at 
the time Mrs. Clarke so came to this Depo¬ 
nent, she said her name was Farquhar, 
and referred this Deponent to the PlaintilF 
above named for a character. And this 
Deponent further saith; that he accordingly 
called upon the said Plaintiff for the cha¬ 
racter of Mrs. (Jlarke, whose name this 
Deponent then understood to be Mrs. Farqu¬ 
har; that he saw the said PlaintiQ^ and 
requested of him, ashetwJenone trades¬ 
man and another, to be candid ; where¬ 
upon the .said Plaintiff assure'd this Deponent 
he would be so; and told this Deponent 
that Mrs. Farquhar was a most respectable 
Lady, that he had taken several thousands 
of pounds of her money, and that if he had 
fifty houses to let, she should haVe her 
choice of them all.—And this Deponent 
further saith, that he then enquired of the 
said Plaintiff whether Mrs. Clarke, speak¬ 
ing of her by the name of Farquhar, was 
married or not, to which the said Plaintiff 
replied, that he believed she had been 
married, but whether her husband was 
living or not he knew not. And this 
Deponent further saith„that being satisfied 
with the character he had so received from 
the said Plaintiff of the said Mrs. Clarke, 
he, this Deponent, expressed such his 
satisfaction to the said Plaintifti *and after¬ 
wards .acquainted Mrs. Clarke, that she 
should have bis said house. And this 
Deponent further saith, that he soon after¬ 
wards went to, and saw the said Mrs. 
Clarke, in Bedford-placc aforesaid, for the 
purpose of completing the arrangement 
about the terms of the said house; wlicri 
this Deponent, in a conversation which 
then took place, thinking that the furni¬ 
ture which he saw was her own, observed 
to her, the said Mrs. Clarke, that he 
thought the furniture in Bedford-place 
would suit the house she had taken ot him, 
this Deponent; to which the said Mrs. 
Clarke rep^ed, that the furniture he, this 
Deponen^ spoke olj was too old-fashionedj 
and that she onry intended to take with 
her a few articles of it, such as beds and 
drawers, and that the said plaintiff was 
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to new furnish for her the house in West- 
bourne-place. And this Deponent further 
saith, that some short time before the lease, 
which was granted by this Deponent to 
Eliz. Farquhar, the mother of Mrs. Clarke, 
was executfd, and which lease was exe¬ 
cuted and bears date on the 9th day of 
November last, he, this Deponent, was re¬ 
turning from the house in Westbourne- 
place aforesaid, and met the said PIsintiff 
in the King’s Road, going there for the pur- 

E ose, as the said Plaintiff then informed this 
leponent, of taking measure for the car¬ 
pets and fenders, to be put down in, and 
sent to the said house. And this Depo¬ 
nent further saith, that was oniyju.st 
before tlie said Dth of November that this 
•Deponent saw the mother of the said Mrs. 
Clarke, and was given to understand that 
the house was ^aken for her, and that the, 
person he bad before seen was her daugh¬ 
ter. But this Deponent did not become 
acquainted with the real name of Mrs. 
Clarke, until after the execution of the 
said lease; and when he did so, and found 
out whom she was, he, this Deponent, 
remonstrated with the said Plantiff for the 
decofljion he had practised upon him, 
which the said Plaintiff did not attempt to 
deny, but told this Deponent he thought 
he had known whom Mrs. Clarke was. 
And this Deponent further saith, that after 
the house had been so taken as aforesaid, 
the execution of the lease was delayed for 
a time, on account of the said Mrs. Clarke 
wishing not to pay this Deponent for the 
grates and other fixtures in the said house 
until the end of Wvelve months, when she 
acquainted this Deponent she should pur¬ 
chase of him the original lease of the said 
house, and for which purpose a clause is 
inserted in the lease granted by this Depo¬ 
nent. But this Deponent saith, that 
having himself taken and paid for the said 
fixtures at a valuation at the time that he 
bought the original lease of the said house, 
he, this Deponent, objected to Mrs. 
Clarke’s proposal, and insisted upon hav¬ 
ing the money; whereupon the said 
Francis Wright, on the day and at the time 
of the execution of the said lease (which 
lease is witnessed by the said Plaintiff, and 
Wm. Stokes, the Attorney of the said 
Plaintiff and of Mrs. Clarke), gave this 
Deponent a draft iqron his bankers for one 
hundred and six pounds four^en shillings 
and,sixpence, the amount oftte valuation 
of the said grates ai)(1 fixtives. And 
this Deponent further saith, that the 6rst 
^xarter’s rent of the said house becoming 
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due and not being paid, this Deporienff 
employed Messrs. Robins to distrain fqr 
the said rent, and such rent was then paid 
by a bill or draft of the said Plaintiff, and 
the second quarter’s rent was also paid 
by a draft of the said Plaintiff on’his 
bankers. 

.Affidavit of Sir Richard PhiUips. 

SiK Richaru Phillips, of Bridge-Street, 
BIackfriars,.in the City of London, Knight, 
maketh Oath and saith, that on or about 
the 8th day of March last, this Deponent 
was applied to by Mrs. Mary Anne 
Clarke, of Westbourne-place, Chelsea, in 
the county of Middlesex, to publish her 
Memoirs, and certain Letters written to 
her by his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York, which publication this Deponent 
declined to engage in. And this Depo¬ 
nent further saith, that in the latter end of 
the same month of March, this Deponent, 
under the supposition that he was the pro¬ 
prietor of the said book, was applied to by 
the Earl of Moira, and at his request com¬ 
menced a negotiation with Mrs. Clarke 
for the suppression of the said book about 
to be published by her as aforc.said. And 
this Deponent further saith, that in the 
course of the treaty for the publication of 
the said book, the said Mary Anne Clarke 
assigned, as a reason to this Deponent for 
making the most of the said publication, 
that she had 2,000/. to pay to Francis 
Wright, the Plaintiff above-named, for 
the furniture sent in by him to her house 
in Westbourne-place aforesaid. And when 
this Deponent afterwards negotiated with 
the said Mary Anne Clarke for •the sup¬ 
pression of the said book, the said Mary 
Anne Clarke stated, that a sum of money 
must be given hef for fhe payment of her 
debts; and amongst the debts enumerated 
by her, she, the said Mary Anne Clarke, 
mentioned the debt so due from her to the 
said Plaintifi'as aforesaid. 

Affidavit qf James Gknie, Esq ., 

James Glenie, of Woolwich, in the 
County of Kent, Esq. maketh Oath and 
saith, that on or about the 16th day of 
December last, Mary Anne Clarke, of 
Westbourne-place, in the County of Mid¬ 
dlesex, urged this Deponent, with tears 
in her eyes, to ask the Defendant, above 
named, to beepme answerable himself, or 
to procure some friend to be so to the 
Plaintiff above-named for ^jie sum of 500/. 
to be paid in two or three months; and* 
the said Mary Anne Clarke then sepre* 
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i«nit«d to this Defidhetit, that she was dis> 
tressed by the 1?laint{fi’’s pressing solicita¬ 
tions for money. •'tAnd this Deponent fur¬ 
ther saith, that lie, this Deponent, then 
intprmed the said Mary Anne Clarke, that 
he could not think of asking the said De¬ 
fendant to comply with such her request, 
for that he, the Deponent, knew the De¬ 
fendant’s determination not to come under 
any engagement to pay her debts, either 
to the Plainlifl'or to any ofner person; 
but this Deponent observed to the said 
Mary Anne Clarke, that if she could point 
out any,method of repaying the sum she 
wanted in three months. In that cake he, 
this Deponent, would speak to the De¬ 
fendant on the subject, not doubting but 
that he, the Defendant, would, on such 
conditions, be disposed to assist her, the 
said Mary Anne Clarke, in getting some 
person or other to aftbrd her such tempo¬ 
rary accommodation. And this Deponent 
further saith, that the said Mary Anne 
Clarke assured this Deponent, she should 
be able to repay the money in less than 
three months, out of ibe sale of a book she 
wasabouttopublish. And thisDeponciitfur¬ 
ther saith, that soon after this conversation 
had passed between the said Mary Anne 
Clarke and this Deponent, the said De¬ 
fendant came, when this Deponent took 
him into the garden of the house in West-" 
bourne-place, and there mentioned the re¬ 
quest the. said ]\Sary Anne Clarke had 
made. *But this Deponent saith, that tltc 
Defendant refused to comply therewith ; 
and this Deponent further saith, that after¬ 
wards, and about the 20th of December, 
this Deponent, at the request of the De¬ 
fendant, called upon the Plaintiff to beg 
that he. would not continue just then to 
press the said Mary Anne Clarke for mo¬ 
ney, and this Deponent in such conversa¬ 
tion then informed the Plaintiff, that it 
was impossible for the Defendant to pay 
or engage to pay the debts of the said 
Mary Anne Clarke, whether due to him, 
the Aid Plaintift) or to any other persoif; 
and this D^onent further sgith,, that the 
said Plaintlffrtever pretended to this Depo¬ 
nent, that there was any debt due'to him 
from the said Defenda'nt, or that the said 
Defendant had, in any manner, befcome or 
agreed to become responsible for the fur¬ 
niture supplied by the Plaintiff and sent 
into the house at Westboutne-place afore¬ 
said ; on the contrary thereof, this Depo- 
, nent says, thef'said Plaintiff represented to 
this Depunent, that he had givien' credit, to 
the laud Mary Anne Clarke, for the furoi- 
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ture sent into Westbodme-place, in the 
hope that she Would thereby be, induced 
to repay him, the said Plaintiff, which hi,-! 
Royal Highness the Duke of York^ had 
promised, but afterwards refjjsed to pay ; 
and this Deponent further saith, he recol¬ 
lects a conversation afterwards taking 
place between this Deponent and the said 
Mary Anne Clarke, in'which this Depo- 
nem observed; that, in the opinion of this 
Deponent, it would be more to the credit 
of the said Mary Anne Clarke if, consider¬ 
ing her situation, she had a smaller house, 
and le.ss expensive furniture. And this 
Deponent further saith, that the said Mary 
Anne Clarke ap'pearing displeased at this 
Deponent’s remark, he, this Deponent, in¬ 
formed her, that several of her f riends con¬ 
curred with him, this Deponent, in opi¬ 
nion; and that he, this‘Deponent, had 
heard the Defendant make the same re¬ 
mark; to which the said Mary Anne 
Clarke, as this Deponent well remembers, 
replied, “ What is it to Colonel Wardle 
what house and furniture I have ?—he i.s 
not to pay for it.” And this Deponent 
further saith, that he was subpccnaed on the 
part of the Plaintiff, and attended upon 
the trial of the said cause, but was not call¬ 
ed or examined ; and this Deponent says, 
he well remembers that the said Defend¬ 
ant was anxious that this Deponent should 
be examined as a witness on his part, and 
actually sent this Depopent, with Major 
Dodd, into Court for that purpose. 

Affidavit of Rickard Stonehewer lllingwortk. 

RicHAim Stoneiievvek Illingwobth, 
of Pall-Mall, in the (ajunty of Middlesex, 
wine-mcrchanl, maketh oath, and saith. 
That in. or about the latter eod of the 
month of Dec. last, this Deponent was 
applierf to by Major Dodd, who dealt 
with this Deponent as a wine-merchant, to 
give his acceptance to the Plaintifi' for 
500/. on account of Mrs. Clarke, and to 
take her note for the same sum, which 
Major Dodd assured this Deponent Mrs. 
Clarke would be able to pay when it be¬ 
came due. And this Deponent further 
saith, that he was before this time unac¬ 
quainted with the Defendant, never having 
seen him but once; and that Major Dodd 
proposed as a guarantee to this Deponent, 
to give his acceptance to this Deponent 
for 250/. ai^d the Defendant’s acceptance 
for 250/. bbth whicii last mentioned ac- 
ceptancef were »o become due before the 
acceptance to be given by this Deponent 
to the Plaintifi^ but after the note to be 

r 
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given by Mrs. Clarke should fall due: and 
uiis Deponent further saith, that having 
agreed to comply with Major Dodd’s re~ 
qudSt,- he, this Deponent, went to Mrs. 
Clarke, and told her that he came there 
by the desire of the said Major Dodd, and 
that if she would give her note for 5001. he, 
this Deponent, would accept the Plain¬ 
tiff’s bill for thdt sum. And this !Qepo- 
ncnt further saith, that Mrs. Clarke did 
give this Deponent her note, dated the 
27th of December last for 500/. payable 
three months after the date thereof, but 
rvhich note was never honoured ; and that 
he, this Deponent, thereupon accepted the 
Plaintiff’s bill for the 'Said sum of 500/. 
And this Deponent further saith, that at 
the time of this Deponent’s calling upon 
the Plaintill' ttvgive his acceptance for the 
500/. he knew nothing of any dealings be¬ 
tween the Plaintiff and Defendant, nor had 
he ever heard of any investigation about 
to be instituted by the said Defendant in 
the House of Commons ; nor did the De¬ 
fendant, or the said Major Dodd, express 
any wish that their names should be kept 
secret. And this Deponent further saith, 
that aCthe lime he called upon the said Plain- 
tilli^io conversation passed between the said 
Plaintiff and this Deponent, respecting the 
said Defendant or Major Dodd, nor was 
either of- their names mentioned or re- ' 
ferred to in conversation by this Deponent 
or the said Plaintiff for this Deponent says 
he was but a few miputes with the said 
Plaintiff and merely mentioned to him 
that he came to give his acceptance for 
500/. on account of Mrs. Clarke. And this 
Deponent further saith, that when he call¬ 
ed upon Mrs. Clarke, he acquainted her 
that he einme there at the desire of Major 
Dodd, and that upon her giving ^is De¬ 
ponent her note for 500/. he this Depo¬ 
nent would call, as he afterwards did do, 
and give the Plaintiff his acceptance for 
500/. And this Deponent further saith, 
that nothing ever passed between this De¬ 
ponent and Major Dodd, and Mrs. Clarke, 
and the Plaintiff, or any or either of tiiem, 
from whence this Deponent was induced 
* to believe, or given to understand, that 
the said Defendant had ordered, or was 
indebted, or in any manner responsible, to 
Ihe said Plaintiff for the furniture sent in 
by him to the said house at Westbourne- 
piace. And this Deponent fytther saith, 
that he was subpoenatrd by the said Plain¬ 
tiff on the trial cf the safd cause, but was 
not called or examined ; but this Deponent 
wall reoollects, that the said Defendant 
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was anxious that this Deponent shoalil be 
examined on his behalf. 


Errata in Mr. Newenham’s Letter, in 
Register of 4th inst. » 

P. 683, 1. 40, Jbr trial, nrad trials 
6S4, I. 58, for imperative, read inope¬ 
rative 

685, 1. 34, qfter or imert emolument 
687, 1. 2^, for it is read is it 
088, 1. 24, /or upon read under 
25, for that read the 
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Sweden and Russia. —Treaty of Peace be¬ 
tween Sweden and Russia. Dated 5-11 th 
Sept. 1809 .—C Continued from p. 7 68. J 

V. The sea of Aland, (Alands Haf) the 
Gulph of Bothnia, and the rivers of Tornea 
and Muonio, shall hereafter form the fron¬ 
tier between Russia and the kingdom of 
Sweden.—The nearest island.s, at an equal 
distance from the main land of Aland and 
Finland, shall belong to Russia, and those 
which arc nearest to the Swedish coast 
shall belong to Sweden.—^The most ad¬ 
vanced points of the Kus.!;iaii territory, at 
the mouth of the river of Tovnea, shall be 
the i.sle of Bjorken, the port of Rentehamn, 
and the peninsula on which the town of 
Tornea stands. The frpntier shall then be 
extended along the river Tornea, to the 
confluence of the two branches of that 
river, near Kengis. It shall then follow 
the course of the river Muonio, passing in 
the front of Muonioniska, Muonio Ofreby, 
Palajofus, Rultane, Enontekis, Kelottijor- 
foi, Paitiko, Nuimaka, Raunula and Kilpis- 
jaure, to' Norway*—In* the course of the 
rivei s Tornea and Muonio, such as it has 
been described, the islands situated to the 
east of the Thalwag shall belong to Russia, 
and those to the west of the Thalwag to 
Sweden.—Immediately after the exchange 
of the ratifications, engineers shall be ap¬ 
pointed on each side, who shalljiroceed to 
the before-mentioned places, to fix the 
limits along the rivprs Tornea and Muonio, 
according to the above described line. 

VI. His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias having already given the most 
manifest proofs of the clemency and jus¬ 
tice with which he has resolved to govern 
the inhabitant# of the countries wdiich he 
has acquired, by generously, and of his 
own spontaneous act, assurihg to them the, 
free exercise of their religion, vights,^pro- 
perty, and privileges, his Swedish Majesty 
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Icpnsiders himself thereby dispensed from The Finland soldiers and seamen are» 
pevforniing the otherwise sacred duty of on the part of his Majesty the Emperor 
making reservations in the alwve respects, of Russia, excepted frotn this restitution, 
in favour of his former subjects. with reference to the capitulations which 

VII. On the signature of the present have taken place, if they grant them a 
Trflaty, information thereof shall be trails- d iff rent right.—^I’he Military and other 
mitted immediately, and with the greatest Officers, natives of Finland, who may 
celerity, to the Generals of the respective wish to remain, shall enjoy that privilege, 
armies, and hostilities shall entirely cease and the full exercise of, all their rights 
on both sides, both by sea and land, over-their prqperty, debts, and effects. 
Those acts of hostility which, may in the which they have now, or may hereafter 
mean time be committed, shall be regard- have, in the kingdom of Sweden, on the 
ed as null, and shall not infringe this treaty, footing of the 10th Article of the present 
Whatever may be, during the intervening Treaty. 

period, ftiken or conquered, on the one side X. The Fins now in Sweden, as well 
or the other, shall be fyithfully restored. as the Swedes nqj,v in Finland, shall be 

VIII. Within four weeks after the ex- at full liberty to return into their respec- 

changc of the Ratiiications of the present tive countries, and to dispo.se of their pro-- 
Treaty, the troops of his Majesty the Em- perty, moveable and immoveable, without 
peror of Russia shall evacuate West Both- paying any duty of rctfioval, or any 
nia, and ropass the river Tornea.—During other impost due on the like occasions.— 
the said four weeks, there shall be made The subjects of the two High Powders, 
no requisition of any kind whatever on the established in either countrj»> Sweden or 
inhabitants; and the Russian army shall Finland, sliall have full liberty to csta- 
(Iraw its supplies and subsistence from its blish themselves in the other, during the 
ow'ii magazines, established in the towns space of three years, from the date of the 
of West Bothnia.—If during the negocia- exchange of the ratification of the present 
tions, the Imperial troops have penetrated Treaty ; but shall be held to sell gr alie- 
in any other direction into the Kingdom nate, during the said period, to any sub- 
of Sweden, they shall evacuate the coun- ject of the Power whose dominion they 
tries they have occupied. In virtue „of the desire to quit.—The property of those who, 
before stipulated conditions. , at the expiration of the above term, have 

IX. All the prisoner# of war, made on not complied with this regulation, shall 
either side, by sea or land, and, all the be sold at a public sale, by authority of 
hostages,delivered during the war, shall the Magistrate, and the produce thereof 
be restored in mass, and without ransom, delivered to the owners.—During the three 
as speedily as possible ; but at the latest years above fixed, it shall be allowable to 
within three months, reckoning from the all to make such use aSi they may please 
exchange of the ratifications ; but if any of their property, the peaceable enjoyment 
prisoners may be prevented by sickness, of which is formally secured and gua- 
or other-cause, from returning into their rantecd to.them.—They may, themselves, 
country within tite period specified, they, or their agents, pass freely front one state 
shall not thereby be considered as having to the ‘other, in order to manage their 
forfeited the right stipulated above. Tliey affairs, without experiencing any obstacle 
shall be obliged to discharge, or to give whatever, in consequence of their quality 
security for, the debts they may have con- of subjects of the other power. 

traded, during their captivity, with the XI. There shall henceforth be a per- 
inhabitants of the country in which they petual oblivion of the past, and a general 
may hav* been detained.—The e^pences amnesty for the respective subjects, w-hoSe 
which may have been incurred ^ the opinions, in favour of one or the other of 
High Contracting Parties, for all subsis- the High Contracting Parties during the 
teace and maintenance of the prisoners, present war, may have rendered them sus- 
aball be reciprocally renounced, and pro- pected or liable to punishment. No trial 
vision shall respectively be made for their shall hereafter be instituted against them 
subsistence', and the expence of their on such grounds. If any process have 
journey to the frontiers pf both places, been commenced, it shall be annulled and 
where commissioners from their Sore- supersededl^and no new proceeding shall 
reigns shall bg directed to receive them.— be coiumpnced. ^ (To be continued, j 
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" Whilst there are the same arlvisers, we must expect the same advjce j wliilst there are the same 
Coiinsellor.s, we must expect the same resutts; and a chaDge of men alone will not do; it is but the 
“ first stop to our liappiuess; thp. princifties, or maxims, of state must be removed. It is not taking awtty 
“ this or the other man, and putting in another to act by the same rules, that will cure eiir diseasd ; 
" but it is the change vf principles that must Ho it. ********* itt * * * * 

“ i think it i.s very plain, that,* till these principles are removed from Whitehall, all our labour and 
“ pains will end in nothing. The way, then, as 1 conceive, to d6\liis, is, to lay before His-Majesty the 
“ state of the case ; let ns show him how unable these men are to serve him, and how destructive to his 
“ intt’re.st it is to follow thpir advices.” Mr. Booth's Speech, in the House of Commons, against 
Faviiuriles, in the reign of Charles II. See Parliamentary History, Vol. IV. fiage 1368. 
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SUMMARY OP POLITICS. 


Ch.\nge op Ministry.- The speech, 

from which I Iiave taken my motto i'or the 
present Numl>fer, should, at this moment, 
be read by every man in the kingdom. In 
more than one respect the present situa¬ 
tion of tlii.s kingdom, hears a strong re¬ 
semblance to its situation at the time when 
this excellent .speech was made; and, our 
members of parliament, those, 1 mean, 
who are indepeiiileiu, will find in this 
speecji sentiments and language worthy 

their adoption ami imitation.-Then, as 

iK)W,*it was not so much a change of men, 
as a change of principles, a change of 
maxims and rules of government, that, 
was wanted ; or, at least, it tvas not solely 
a change of men that would have done 
any good. The a<lvice of Mr. Booth 
was not followed. There was, in spite of 
the complaints of the people, no change of 
principles; all chafige was resisted, and, as 
often as possible, the advocates of such 
change were persecuted and punished. 
Force, of one .sor! or another, was employ¬ 
ed for the purpose of stifling the voice of 
truth and justice. But, wbaixiid k finally 
eft'ect? Whv, the renewal of those bitter 
and loud complainings which at last, it was 
attempted to nut a stop to by the bayonet; 
and, then, in a twinkling, ayvay went the 

whole thing.-There is no man who 

will attempt to deny, that our present 
situation is a mo.st alarming one. Ask 
any man of sense, what he thinks will be 
the result of the present conte.st; and, no 
matter of what party he may be, he will, 
at best, tell you, that he cannot even guess 
at that resulu He. will tell you, that he 
hopes, that we shall still remajn an inde¬ 
pendent nation; but, he will iiardly statfc 

any grounds of such hope.--fipvr, if this 

be the case; if this be ttie prevalent state 
•f mind through the kingdonif does it not 


become us to con-sider well what is the 
cause of it i The answer of some will be; 
“ Why, the cause of it is the power of Buo- 
“ naparte.” This is true, as far as it goes; 
but, what has been the cause of Buonaparte’s 

having so muck power ? -The state of the 

case is this: England and France had, for 
centuries, been rival nations. Many, pre¬ 
vious to the year 17Q.3, had been their 
wars and their negociation.s. Many their 
struggles for the upperhand in the affairs 
of .Europe. But neither seemed to prevail 
much over the other. Sometimes Franco 
appeared to be rather uppermost and some- 
times England but, still the riimlship 
contiMued ; and, as to England’s fearing 
her rival, the idea never entered into any 
man’s mind. The contest was always for 
some colonial or commtrcial or continental 
object. But now, our rulers themselves 
tell us, that the contest is, on our part, for 
existence as a nation. Not for honour, not 
for glory, not conquest; no, nor for self- 
defence, in the usual .«ense of that word ; 
but, for existence. Yes, they are- not 
ashamed to tell us plainly, that they have 
' brought UR into .such a state, that^t is be¬ 
come a question whether toe shall continue 
an independent nation or become the slaves qf 
the sovereign qf France. This question is 
undisguiscdly stated in parliament as well 
as out of parliament, and it was reserved 
for Ibis time to state it; for never was it 
staled before, since England wa* England. 

-Well, then, ought we not to suppose, 

that there is something wanting in the 
principles, upon which our rulers, since 
1793, Itave acted? There has no change 
taken place in the geograpiiic'il situation 
of England and France : the countries lie 
where they di(| formerly; their physical 
means of defence and of oflence are what 
tliey formerly were; and,^of course, all 
that In-ance has gained, she has gain* • 
ed* bv superiority of moral means. It 
o n 
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is in vain to tell us, that her means 
have been eC an extraordinaiy kind; for, 
the answer to such* an observfttion, is, 
that we should have employed extraor¬ 
dinary means also. France began a revo¬ 
lution, and our government set their faces 
against that revolution. The revolution 
took place, and, as our rulers chose to set 
their faces against it, it was for them to 
be prepared for all the effects of the re¬ 
sentment of the revolutionists.—:—No dis¬ 
turbance has, at home, been given to any 
of the schemes of our rulers. Opposition 
to those schemes have frequently beqn 
attempted, but it has never succeeded. 

They have, in short, done just what they 
pleased, as to the raising of money and 
the expending of money. Their par- 
tizans have always contended, that what 
they did was right. Their opponents 
have contended, that most of their 
measures were bad, and that they pro¬ 
ceeded upon wrong principles. The re¬ 
sult is, that these rulers themselves now 
tell us, that the contest i« become, at last, 
a contest for our very existence as a na¬ 
tion, while no man pretends to believe, that 
France is in my danger at all from us.- - — 

This is a most humiliating confession. 

We are exposed to great danger from 
France, and France to done from us. " We 
would fiiin have peace ; but France will 
not give us a peace in which we shall 
have a moment’s safety. Our war, as we 
have long been told, is a. v/ai purely dtfen 
sive. Our government first undertook » 
correct French principles j next it under 
took to r^iress,French ambition; next it 
undertook to repel French aggression ; but, 
it has long been content to confine its ex¬ 
pressed hopes to tlnj keeping of the French 
out of Ehgland ; to preserve itself and the j sible. 
people from the yoke of the Emperor Na¬ 
poleon, so long the object of the ridicule 
of all good Anti'Jacobi ns, who, to secure 
his degradation, thought it quite sufficient 
to publish his private letters and expose 

bis bad spelling. -A contest for existence 1 

may somettmes be honourable far both 
parties, or, at least, not disgraceful to 
either. But, it is when the existence of 
both is at stake.—^How cheerless, hotv 
heart-sinking,, must that contest be, in 
which my existence is at stake, and in 
which I openly confess that my adversary, 
supposing him to be disappointed in all 
his views, is still in no danger? France 
could to-morrdiv give us a peace, wlrich 
our government would be well -satisfied 
with/not only without any humiliation dti 


her part; but without causing the world 
to bejieve, that she could not have sub¬ 
dued us if she had chosen to continue the 
contest—.—Again, therefore, 1 ask, whe¬ 
ther the principles, upon which otir go¬ 
vernment has acted, for the last seventeen 
years, must not be wrong ? And, whether 
It be not absurd to suppose, that out of 
our present state we Can ha brought by a 
mere charge qf ministers, without any change 
of the principles upon which' ministers 

act ?-A correspondent (who does not 

give me leave to publish his letter) asks 
me, if “ it would be doing nothing to 
grant the reasonable prayer of the Irish Ca- 
iholics." As this ii;, at this time in parti¬ 
cular, a subject of great national interest, I 
shall answer the question fully and expli- ' 

citly.-1 have always, since I obtained 

a true account of the state of Ireland, 
been of opinion, that to grant what the 
Catholics now ask for is necessary ; but, 
that, to grant them that, without granting 
more, would produce little effect. Since, 
however, this question was before agi¬ 
tated; namely, in the spring of 18U7, 
circumstances have materially altered, 
Spain and Portugal were then tributary to 
France and very much harrassed by her; 
but, the sovereigns of those countries were 
upon the throne, and their port.s were not 
• at the command of France. Now, if I 
were to predict, that the whole of the Pe¬ 
ninsula will be in the hands of Napoleon, 
in the space of eight or ten months from 
this day, I should, dare say, be most 
violently abused by all those, whose bu¬ 
siness it is to delude tile public. 1 will, 
therefore, argue hypothetically; I will 
merely, for argument's sake, suppose the 
thing jr)ossi6/e; not likely, but merely pos- 
And, upon such a supposition, I 
hardly Iieed point out to my readers (1 
am sure I need not point out to Buona¬ 
parte) the great increase of means, which 
he will possess of invading Ireland. It is a 
well-known fact, that, of all the ports of 
Europe, those of the Southern Peuinsulit 
are most favourable for, such an undertak¬ 
ing; and, there is, I believe, no man, who 
is at all acquainted with naval affairs, who 
will not acknow'ledge, that, if we had ten 
times as many ships as we now have, it 
would be next to impossible so to guard 
the outlets and inlets, for any length of 
time, as t'o urevent a fleet of French sliips 
from findingBtheir way to Ireland, suppos- 
ing.the Peninsula to be wholly and safely 
in the possession of France. Supposing, 
then, that Napoleon vbould obtain this 
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ossessioD) and supposing that he should 
ave the means of making ships, in which 
I have before shown that he will not be 
wanting, we need not ask, ishether he will 
liave troops for the service, seeing, that, his 
work once accomplished in Spain and Por¬ 
tugal, the difficulty with him will be and 
must be, how to find anplopment for his 
troops. His is.that sort of situation, that 
requires war. For years l;o come war will 
be necessary to him. The inordinate love 
of glory, inherent in Frenchmen, will be 
continually craving. It must be satisfied, 
or it will turn into contempt of him who 
fails to satisfy it. So that, even if we could 
suppose, that he, whom,we are incessantly 
accusing of ruthless ambition, will, for our 
sakes, cease to be ambitious, the moment 
the pursuit of his ambition becomes greatly 
dangerous to ns, whom he must hate more 
than all the world besides; even if we 
could suppose, that, when in possession of 
the best means, he will, all at once, want 
the will to endeavour to annoy and to 
conquer us; even if we could lay this flat¬ 
tering unction to our souls, we must per¬ 
ceive, that he would be pushed on against 
his will. In short, it is, 1 think, quite ini- 
possiflle to believe, that, when he has made 
himself master of the Southern Peninsula, 
he will not set aysletnatically to work 
to invade and lo conquer this kingdom. 
-Thtf reader will, I hope, without he¬ 
sitation, exclaim : " aye, but he will never 
succeed I hope .such is the sentiment 
of every soul of us. But, if we think that 
he will make the attempt, it is surely wise 
in us to consides of our means of resist¬ 
ance. 1 like to hear men speak boldly 
upon the subject; but I like to hear them 
reason as they speak. I remember that in 
the yeat 1803, there was no small panic 
prevailed through the country : the flotilla 
at Boulogne caused the people in London 
to ^op each other in the streets; it is no¬ 
torious that many parsons removed from 
the coast nearest France, taking their va¬ 
luables with them : nay, why need I state 
circumstances to prove the then-prevailing 
dread of invasion, when we have upon 
record the official documents relative to 
the preparations for fortifying the cities of 

London and Westminster. -All this shows, 

that we are vapouring, when we treat the 
idea of invasion with contempt. And,, if 
invasion was a thing not to be despi.sed in 
1803, when Buonaparte was.’taerely First 
Consui; when Prussia was unbroken; when 
Austria was unbroken j when Italy was 
unsubdued ; when Russia wa.s actually 


ready to join us in the war, and did join 
us in the war; when Spain and Portugal, 
though tributary, were still formidable to 
France; and, which is not the smallest 
circumstance, when the port of Antwerp 
contained neither ships nor arsenal: if 
invasion was not a thing to be despised, 
nay, if it was a thing to be dreaded, and 
greatly dreaded, then, what is it now; when, 
with the e~xception of the Southern Pe¬ 
ninsula, the whole of the continent of Eu¬ 
rope has been subjugated by our enemy, 

or is his ally ?- u we look back as far 

as the year 1 .S03, we shall find, that, since 
that time, every power on the 'Continent, 
not then dependent on France, has been, 
by us, raised up against our enemy. That 
enemy has beaten them all. Our mini¬ 
sters have all along told us, that, by our 
money, paid away in subsidies, we were, 
in the most effectual manner, carrying on war 
against our enemy. Of these means we 
have employed a great mass. Many and 
many a million of money have the peo¬ 
ple of these kingdoms toiled for, and have 
then seen it given to foreign nations by 
way of subsidy. Well, then, if this was 
“ the most effectual manner of carrying on 
“ war against our enemy ;” if this was so, 

is it not now lime to look about us } - 

Because theflotilla is no longer seen sailing 
along the coast of France, is it, therefore, 
supposed, that the flotilla is annihilated, 
and not to be revived ? The contrary is 
well known. It is well known, that the 
boats and all belonging to thdm, are pre¬ 
served with the greatest care, ready to be 
drawn forth upon any occasion; and who 
can doubt, that that occasion will soon be 
found, when the affairs of the Peninsula 
are settled, supposing them to be settled 
to the liking of Na])oleon From the 
flotilla itself, there could not be much 
danger; but, the flotilla must be attended 
to, and that alone will require a consider¬ 
able naval force. Antwerp will have, 
indeed she has, her fleet of ships of the 
line and of frigates ; the Texel, Rochfort, 
Brest, Ferrol, Lisbon, Cadiz^ each will 
have its fleet in one year from this date; 
and, it is to be observed, that the forming 
of these fleets will, where it is required, 
greatly facilitate the work of subjuga¬ 
tion, and will,' indeed, tend to recon¬ 
cile the people to the rule of the new 
dynasty. All this while no new taxes 
will be necdssary in France; and, as 
to. Spain and Portugal, the people there 
would experience great reltf; because tha 
heavy and odious imposts, founded qn ex* 
2 D 8 
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c]u«i^e privilcg0$, wottldtbQ abolished, and 
becai^se a great part, of the fruit of the 
people’s labour, whieJh is now swallowed 
op by those who do nothing, would re¬ 
main for the use of those who perform 

that Ihbour.-Tliis is a very material 

consideration ; for, if the w'ar continue 
ngiany years longer, it is manifest, that the 
mere effects of its duration upon the distri¬ 
bution of property, in thk country, must 
produce something very serious. It has, 
in fact, done so already; it has made 
great progress in the shifting of property; 
and it is daily going on, Napoleon has 
nothing of this sort to apprehend. France 
knows noticing of paper-money. There is 
nothing fictitious in her currency or her 
wealth. Her land yield* more than she 
wants Uolh for eating and drinliing. Scarce¬ 
ly any part of her population now look for 
employinent or for gain bej'o;urhcr own 
European dominions. The wants of lux- 
urj’ are daily diminishing, because iiixm y 
itself is almost banished from the land. 
And, as to commerce, we Irave, for irow' 
more than two years, exerted all our 
uiiglity means in an endeavour to ruin 
France by cutting off her commercial 
qunuections; and, what is the result, wh}', 
that s!ie has become more and morepmverful. 

-If we, from these reflections,, and 

many other that might be nllered, believe 
tliat Napoleon has very dreadful means of 
uivading this kingdoai, and has the licarty 
good will to employ tliose means, it be¬ 
comes us seriously Ip consider on the means 
that w e have of resisting him. What are 
our means ? Let me not be answered by 
hopes, liCt me not be told, that it is to be 
hoped his fleets and flotillas will be met at 
sea, and there beaten. They maybe', but 
they 7Bay,not. Too'many persons are apt 
to talk of blockading a port as they talk of 
stopping up a rat’s hole, or a "rabbit’s 
bury. But, the saa is a wide place ; and, 
perhaps, it is always an even chance, 
that, once in every month, at least, every 
blockaded fleet has a chance of getting 
out. Besides, is \ipossible for us to block¬ 
ade all the ports from the Texel to Oenoa, 

inclusive ? The idea is-absurd.-Well, 

then, supfKisiiig Napoleoji to send out, ai 
one and the same time, troops fropi the 
Texel, the Scheldt, Rochlbrt, Brest, Fer- 
tol, Lisbon, Cadiz, Toulon, and Genoa, 
w’ith orders to sailer Ireland. I see, for 
my part, nothing more es&y than this. 
Nay, I think, Urat some such expedition 
Tvill be necessity to him. Sorue taf his 
idtips,,and even many of them might, and. 


doubtles$ would, be met by Qor naval 
force, and, in all probability, would b* 
taken, or destroyed. But, is it to be be¬ 
lieved, that a part of them would not 
reach their destined port in safety ? Nay, 
is it to be believed, that, seeing that he 
would menace England with his flotilla, 
while he was pushing out bis fleets for Ire¬ 
land, great bodies of bis forces would not 
stand a fair chance of landing in the lat¬ 
ter country? —if I am answered in the af¬ 
firmative; if I am told, in. the language of 
poet Fitzgerald’s odes, that “ the Corsi- 
“ can’s legions would be annihilated the 
" moment they set their foot upon this bkst 
“ shore;” if this be^ the answer, I have, of 
course, notliing further to say. Rut, if 
the reader think.s, with me, that it is not 
only possible, but probable, that, in 
such a ca.se, a French army to a very 
considerable amount would land in Ire¬ 
land, he w'ill not fail to be deeply 
iritere,stcd in the question, in such 

n crisis, the people qf Ireland would be likely to 
act ? This, of all the questions that can now 
be agitated, is by very far the most interest¬ 
ing to all those, who are anxious for their 

country’s independence-1 shall not 

give any opinion of wy oxsn upon the! state 
of the public mind in Ireland. I shall 
merely slate, what is, indeed, almost too 
notorious to need stating at all, namely, 
Uiat tile people of Ireland now live under 
a law, called the Irish Insurrection Bill; 
that this law was passed on the ground of 
its absolute necessity; .that it was declared, 
in the House of Commons, at the time of 
passing this bill, that ‘i there had been 
" held, in Ireland, treasonable meetings, 
“ for the purpose of organizing a force to 
“ assist the French, and that it was certain, 
“ that there was a French party in Iteland.’* 
"'upon this ground it was, >that that law was 
passed, under which the people of Ireland 

now live. -Is not this a fearful state of 

things ? Ought not eveiy means, in the 
power of our rukre, to be used, and that 
. speedily, for the purpose of rendering this 
law unnecessary ? W hat those means are 
it would, perhap.s, be not vary difficult to 
point but; but, in my next, I shall en¬ 
deavour to show how', in one respect, at 
least, the Irish might be conciliated. I 
aillude to the measure against which the 
abominable cry of JVb Ftyiery was raised ; 
and which I think myself able to prove, 
beyond all contradiction, to hare been one 
of tha mojit unprincipled attempts that 
ever was made, to fhipose upon the iniorant 
and the thoughtless. It is now the time 
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to discuss this question fully. It is time 
to show to the people of England tvAut 
their very political existence is to be kept 
in’jeopardy. Ireland safe, we might 
laof h at the conqueror ; and let us, there¬ 
fore, see, it is that Ireland is not safe. 

Lord Wellesley is, then, returned ! 
Come back, and that, too, without beating 
Napoleon; aye, and without having had 
an opportunity of Jhc/ng Kim! “ Why,” 

some one will say, “ did he not remain, 

“ then, till the opportunity oflered ?” Yes, 

to be sure, there is something in that.- 

The most noble Marquis has always, by his 
partizans, been held U|^ to us as the on/y 
man able to meet Buonaparte. Like Buo¬ 
naparte, he was a great conqueror; had 
made kings and princes bend t||^ knee 
before him; a^d, it was suppose*], that the 
circdmstancc of climate made no difference. 
When, therefore, the new's was first an¬ 
nounced, that our Eastern Hero and States¬ 
man was about to be sent to Spain, the 
paragraph grinders in the Nabob’s Cazette 
were all on tip-toe, and the pensioned 
poet Fitzgerald wrote a poem, predicting 
the speedy destruction or Buonaparte and 
his Bsing “ hurled headlong to the shades be- 
“ lovf,” What a mortification, therefore, 
to find that the most noble hero is come 
back without having, as far as w'e know, 

done anything at all. -The most noble’ 

hero set out, it will be remembered, just 
at the time when, building our hopes upon 
the base fabrications, about the battle of 
Aijr-rn, we, every day, expected to hear of 
Nupdleon’s complex orerthrow, an expecta¬ 
tion in which, doubtless, the most noble 
personage pacticipated. Such w'as the 
time when our Hindostan Conqueror sal¬ 
lied forth for Spain. What a time is it, 
Linder wlutt circumstances is it, that l)e comes 
back ? Answer that question yourself, 
reader; but, it is a question very well 
worth answering, and I hope every man 

in England will answer it for himself.- 

Reader, jve have been, by the hireling 
prints, over and over again told, that the 
main purpose of the Marquis W’clleslcy’s 
going to Spain, was to bring about a change 
in the government of Spain; anti these prints 
have not failed to accuse the Junta of ob- 
Btinacy, folly, and, sometimes, of treason¬ 
able intentions^ hccau.se they refused to 
adopt the change which the most noltle 

Marquis proposed to thein.*-Very 

well j and now', pray look oack to tfie 
Debates of the lest Session, up^n Spanish 
affairs; there you will find Mr. Whit¬ 
bread blaming tb« ministers for having 


hazarded so much English blood and so 
milch English treasuto witlxiut first seeing, 
that the government of Spain meant to 
give the people motives -for fighting j and 
there yon w'ill find the,ministers telling 
Mr. Whitbread, that it did not hsconx them 
to intafire in farthing a gouefmunt for Spain, 
What think you, then, of their sincerity? 
They even aflected to reproach Mr. Whiti 
bread, for»saying that they ought to have 
siJen that the government Was sucli as it 
would have been wisdom to support. No : 
they were for leaving the Spaniards wholly 
to themselves. Very nice in tlfeir notions 
upon such matters. So nice, that they 
would rather fail in their enterprizes, thait 
sufter any under their authority to meddle 
with the M ork of government-making irt 
Spain. But, nowj if the hired prints tell 
us truth, the Marquis Wellesley was sent 
out by these very ministers fortlte express 
purpose of effecting a change in the govern¬ 
ment. -Of the nature of that change we 

were informed. We were told, that the 
Marquis proposed a Regency. 1 he Junta, 
howev'er, did not approve of this. They 
liked power as well as other people ; and, 
besides, there was the dread of Napoleoti 
to be set against the eloquence of the Mar¬ 
quis.^ Is it not likely that the Junta w'ere 
pretty nearly as wise as the Marquis Wel¬ 
lesley } At any rate, he failed; no change 
in the govcminertt has taken place upon 
his reconimendation ; and, no .eliange, in 

all probability, will take place.-1 

wonder w hether the most noble Marquis 
walked over the French fag again, when 
he came on board ship ? His brother of 
Douro had no ,French flag, I believe, to 
send him from Talavera ? Oh ! that flag 
scene ! That flag scen'fe ’. I shall pever be 
happy till I sec it represented upon the 

stage. Well, vVe may see it yet_In 

t he meanwhile, the Marquis is, it seems, to 
be Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs., 
Aye, he is to fill Mr. Caming’splace; aye, 
the place of that very person, who endea¬ 
voured to put the Ma,rquis in ijie place of 
Lord Casllercagh, but who, in the attempt, 
got ousted himself! 

,Mu. Cankino. -^This poor gentleman 

is almpat an object of pity, even with me, 
who know hhn so well. He is the only 
man that I know of, in the world, not to 
be pitied in a simitar case; under such 

very dismal Circomstances.-^His long 

exculpatory Epistle I have, by way of 
rubbing cm old score with him, inSertod* 
bplow., word for word and letter for ).etter. 
The Statesman news-paper has, 1 see, nht 
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published it, thinking it too cmtemptibk; » of Lord 'Castlereagh’s friend, an »c- 
but, it is for that very reason that it ought knowledgment that his Lordship is un¬ 
to send it over the world, that the world « fit for his situation ; which situation he 
may see what a fall upstart arrogance has “is nevertheless suilered to retain,for 
received. Never was there so dull, so “ five months afterwards: to plan and 
stupid, so despicable a publication. One “conduct an Expedition, unparalleled 
can make neither head nor tail of it. You “in the misery, and disgrace, and ruin 
may begin at the bottom as well as at the " resulting from it. And why is he suf- 
top. It is a mass of unmeaning verbosity " fered to do this ? Because the sensitive 
that may have been equalled, but that “youth, as the no-less-sensitive ^rd 
never was surpassed, even by the dh- “ Camden imagines, camiot “ reconcile it 

patches from HindostOi.- -Mr. Canning » “ to his feelings to go out.” Who can 

is not one of those who can be merry “ think, without shuddering, that the in- 
under all "bircumstances. Like the fellow “ dependence of this land, when assailed 
in Congreve’s Old Bachelor, he is nothing " by so hardy a rjjiffian as Buonapahte, 
without his back. What is become of ‘‘ should have been intrusted to the guar- 
all his. Anti-Jacobin wit and waggery ? “ dianship of such a set of sentimental _ 
“ Where are his gibes now ? Not one “ men-pilliners as these ? Reconcile it 
“left?” Would that John Hookham, the “ to his feelings, indeed! Has the nation 
Marquis of the Union, were here to assist “ no feelings ? and, if it has, how have 
him ! —Out of the heap of lumber, how- “ they been harrowed up by the inde- 
ever, comes a confirmation of the fact, “ scr^bable miseries of thj Walcherea 
that my Lord Castlereagh was treated “ Expedition ? No timid girl, in the 
with insincerity unparalleled. Be he what “ last stage of consumption—no con- 
he may; much as he has to answer “ derailed malefactor, when about to sus- 
to the nation, he ought to havfe been “ tain the final sentence of the law, ever 
treated fairly, and especially by those " entertained so dire an apprehension of 
who were his colleagues in office ; who “ the terrors ol their situation, as his Ma- 

were sharers in all that he did.-But, “ jesty’s Ministers conceived must ago- 

all this is nothing, when one thinks qf the “ nize the heart of Loan Castlebeagh, 
manner, in which the country has' been “ when warned of the approaching end 
treated by this ministry, a great part of “ of his Ministry. “ Time is to be taken,” 
wliom, at any rate, now stand accused, “ as it is said in another part of the de- 
^ one qf. their colleagues, of having left to “fence," by his friends to prepare him 
fill, during six months, the most important “ ‘^for the change.”. The motlia tempora 
post in the government, a minister whom “fandi are to be selected, lest his delicate 
they tlumght unfit for that post. Upon this “frame should sink uii{j[er theawfuldis- 
part of tfie subject ; upon the injury and “closure! With what laughter and 
msult our country has received upon this " buflboriery did the town yesterday 

“ read this exquisite nonsense !—Such, 

“ then, being the difficulties in making 
“ the di;eadfui communication, it appears, 

“ that divers expedients were devised, in 
“ order to remove the necessity of it, and 
“ to preserve Lord Castlereagh’s “ feelings” 

“ unruffled ; and here we believe one ge- 
“ neral sentiment of indignauon must 
“ pervade the land, on the discovery 
" made by a Member of the last Admi- 
“ avers, that the intrigue for procuring it “ nistration, of the universal impotence 
“only commenced then, and was teripi- “of the whole body to which he be- - 
“ nated qp the 28 th, and then imme- “longed; they could not even agree upon 
“ diately communicated to LorS Cara- “ and execute a plan of this narrow and 
“ den, who acquiesced in the propriety "contemptible nature. On the 8th of 
““ of a change in Lord Castlereagh’s " June, (says Mr. Canning,) 

“ “ situation,” provided ‘(and here first I. " “ An arrangement was stated to 
“occurs a phrase that will long live in “‘“me, wtfich had for its object a new 
, “ public derision) provided “it eosdd he ““'distributionoi the business of the War 
“ “reconciled <0 his lordshiv’s feeling^.” “ “ Department; on the 13th, 1 signified 
“ So that we hare, in April, on the part “ “ my acquiescence in that arrangement, 

* “ “ so far as I was concerNed.”' 


occasion, 1 here beg leave to introduce an 
extractjfftun the TiMEs-of the 29th of No¬ 
vember, the honour of writing w'hicb 

envy the author:-“ The facts, as 

“ stated in this defence, though more mi- 
“ nutely specified, agree very well with 
“ those before advanced by Lord Castle- 
“reagh. His Lordship, however, sup% 
“ poses his dismissal to have been settled at 
“ thi* beginning of April. The defence 
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II. " " But, on the 18th, another ar- 
« “ rangement was stated to me, as in- 
« " tended to be substituted for that in 
which I had acquiesced ; but again— 
ni. " “ On the 21st, it was announced 
“ « to me, that the first arrangement was , 
“ “ finally decided upon, and was to be 
immediately carried into eflect.” 

IV. “ “ And lastly, on the Ath of July, 
" " a new plan was stated to me to be in 
"“contemplation; and this plan was, on 
" " the 13 th, announced to me as settled, 
“ and as intended to be substituted for 
" " that which had been first proposed.”— 
“ Four dilTereni arrangements, resolved 
'• and unresolved upon, in the space of as 
" many weeks, which at last end in 
" executing no arrangement whatever! ! 
" How one's blood boils to think that the 
" affairs ofouf country have been consign- 
" ed to the absolute impotence of such 
“ men as these! And much as we have 
" suffered under their Councils, and cruel- 
" ly as we have been aggrieved by their 
" incompetence—incompetence did we 
" say ? No ! no word that language ever 
" contained can describe this, their unre- 
" dej;ni.ed nothingness, as here detailed by 
" one of themselves. Yet, much as we 
" have suffered under them, how thank- 
" ful ought we to be that we have 
" really been found to exist at the close of 
" such an Administration ! We call upon 
" Mr. Perceval to say, as be now aspires 
" to the situation from whence that great 
" decider of strifes has removed bis prede- 
" cessor, whether he was privy to these 
" arrangements, four times disarranged,and 
" terminating in no arrangement at all ? 
" How Mr. Canning could have the con- 
" fidence thus to blazon the incapacity of 
" his colleagues, thus to unfold the secrets 
'* of his prison-house, w'e know not; J)ut 
" we confess that the tale he has revealed, 
" does indeed freeze our very blood. 
** Was Antwerp captured, and the French 
“ Fleet destroyed, by resolutions four 
" times taken, by plans four times formed, 
" and at last ending in no plan ? Oh 
" yes, the same energy and decision 
" marYed the public and the private 
** councils of these unhappy men. But 
" the latter burthened us with no expence; 
" in them no lives perished, by them no 
*» disgrace was incurred, except what lias 
“ now fallen upon the autfaprs of them, 
" from this their exposure. • Their public 
" projects present a differenf,result, and 
-". more calamitous consequences. Yes, it 
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" was indeed by firmness and resolution 
like these that Antwerp was taken, and 
" the fleet destroyeB, without the waste 
" of a moment's time ; it was by vigour 
" and decisibn such as these, , that day 
" it was determined to evacuate Walche- 
" ren, and to-morrow to retain it—this 
" moment to build barracks, and the next 
" to destroy the fortifications; while our 
" poor troops—but tears enough have 
" been shed on tlieir account already* 
" Yet how will Mr. Canning look his re- 
" cent colleagues in the face, after this 
" his promulgation of their resojutions,yb«r 
" times formed and revoked witiiin a month, 
“ and at last ending in 'itothmg ? How will 
“ they feel towards the man who has thus 
" exposed both himself and them to public 
" scorn and derision ? Four arrangements 
" ia four weeks ha^e these sons of sapience 
" formed ; and yet have not they been 
" able to rescue the Ministry which they 
" composed from dissolution 1 Yet thi 
".powers of ridicule are lost upon a sub 
" ject so base; and the source of grief has 
" beep already dried up by the more preg- 
" nant and ruinous evils which have 
" drawn upon it during their Administra- 
" tion. We must, therefore, cease. But 
" how an atom of them should dare linger 
" in office after a statement so destructive 
" of their credit as this, and from one of 
" their own body, too, we cannot easily 
" conceive.”——This is all so just, and, at 
the same time, so excellently vvell ex¬ 
pressed, that it leaves nothing to be added 
to it. It is hardly to exaggerate to say, 
that Buonaparte must be disposed to pity 
us, to sec us in such hands. Good God ! 
That a nation so full of well-informed 
men ; so full of learning and of talents of 
all sorts; so full ot' bravery when op¬ 
posed to a foreign foe; that this nation 
should be thus treated by such men as are 
here, in this writing of Canning, ex¬ 
hibited upon the stage! To see the King, 
too, time after time, teazed, baited, in¬ 
sulted with the tendn of this man's re¬ 
signation ! There ' is really sqpething 

in it too monstrous to be endured.-- 

The exposure, however, is valuable.. It is 
another instance of the necessity of that 
change of system, that constitutional re¬ 
form and renovation, without which, it 
must now be evident to every one, this 
kingdom cannot be saved. 

W« COEWSTt. 

Bothy, Sqfifov. IbOSif 
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THE EARL CAMDEN, 

Lord President of The Couhcil. 

Gloucester Lodtre, Nod. 14, 1809. 

My Lord —I had written to your Loril- 
ship immecliately after the pubhcation ,of 
your Lordship’s Statement ;* butidelayed 
sending my letter,*in the hope of being 
able previously to submit it to the perusal 
of the Duke of Portland. 

Iti this hope I hive been disappointed 
by that fatal event, which has deprived this 
country of one of its most upright and 
disinterested Patriots; the King, of one of 
his most faithful,devoted, and affectionate 
subjects; and the world, of one of the 
most blameless and most noble-minded 
of men. • 

Thus situated, I have thought it right to 
revise what I had written, and scrupulou.s- 
ly to expunge every reference to the autho¬ 
rity of the Duke of Portland, which would 
now stand upon my sole testimony ;• re¬ 
taining such only as arc supported, either 
by written documents which I shall he 
happy to communicate to your Lordship ; 
or by facts tvhich are well known to your 
Lordship or to yoUr Colleagues, and in 
which for the most part your Lordship is 
yourself concerned. 

Neither,‘however, can I content myself 
with this precaution; but must protest, at 
thesan)e time, in the .most .earnest manner, 
against ahy possible miscon.struction, by 
which any thing in the following Letter 
can be strained to a meaning unfavourable 
to the motives which actuated the Duke of 
Portland’s conduct. 

It is impossible, indeed, not* to regret 
the policy, however well iatentionod, 
whichjUictaAd the reserve practised to¬ 
wards Lord Castlereagh in the beginning 
of this transactipn; or that practised to¬ 
wards myself in its conclu.sion. 

It is to be regretted, that the Duke of 
Portlapd should have imposed, and that 
your" Lordship should have accepted, 
the condition pf silence, in the first com¬ 
munications between you. 

It is also to b» regrettedpihat I should 

^ * ' ■ - ■ 

* For the Statement, see p. gOl. 


—Mr. Ceamii^* Statement. 

not have learnt in July, that your Lordship 
was not party to the assurances then given 
to me on behalf of Lord Castlereagh?8 
friends in general;—and that another 
Member of the Cabinet, comprehended 
in that description, bad (as I have since 
heard), refused to concur in them. 

Had I been made acquainted with these 
circumstances, I should then have re¬ 
signed ; and my Resignation would, at 
that time, have taken place without incon¬ 
venience or embarrassment; and without 
stirring those questions (no way connected 
with the causes of my retirement) or sub¬ 
jecting me to those misinterpretations of 
my conduct and mdtives, which have been 
produced by the coincidence of my re¬ 
signation with that of the Duke of Port¬ 
land. ^ 

But, however thi.s reserve may be to be 
regretted, it is impossible to attribute the 
adoption of it, on the part of the 
Duke of Portland, to any other mo¬ 
tives than to that gentleness of nature 
which eminently distinguished him ; and 
which led him to endeavour (above all 
things) to prevent political differences from 
growing into personal dis.sentions ; atid to 
aim at executing whatever arrangement 
might be expediciu for improving or 
strengthening the Adininistration, wiili the 
eoncurrence (if pos.sible) of ail its.exisling 
Members. 

And no man who knows the affbclionale 
respect and attachment, which the manly 
atid generous qualities of the Duke of 
Portland’s mind were calculated to com¬ 
mand, and which I invari*ibly bore to him, 
will suspect me of being willing to estab¬ 
lish my own vindication, at the expence of 
the slightest disrespect to his meuguiry, or 
’prejudice to his fame.—1 have the honour 
to be. My Lord; Your Lordsliip’s most 
obedient hunible Servant, 

George Canning. 

TO TEE EARL CAMDEN, &c. &c. &c. 

My Lord —The Statement, which has 
been published in the newspapers, in your 
Lord.ship’s name, has decided a question 
on which I had before been hesitating, as 
to the necessity of an authentic detail of 
the transactions (so far as I am concerned 
in them or am acquainted with them) to 
which that Statement refers. 

For that purpose, I think a direct ad¬ 
dress -to youi* lA)rdship more decorous, 
both toward® your •Lordship and for my¬ 
self, than an anonymous paragraph in a 
; newspaper.. 
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It is with tile most painful reluctance 
that I r«cw to a subject, which, so far as 
it concerns l/>rd Castlereagh and myself, 
had* been settled in a manner, which 
is usually, I believe, considered as final. 

Discussions of the causes of dispute 
more commonly precede, than follow, the 
extreme appeal to which Lord Castle¬ 
reagh resorted I* —And when, after ma¬ 
ture consideration, his Lordship had de¬ 
termined to resort to that appeal in the 
first instance, I should have thought that 
such a choice, deliberately made, would 
have been felt by his friendfs to be equally 
conclusive upon them, as upon himself. 

But your Ix>rdship neVds not to be in¬ 
formed, how assiduously my character has 
been assailed by writers in the news-pa¬ 
pers, espousing Lord Castlereagh’s quarrel, 
and supposed (1 trust, most injuriously) to 
be his Lordship's particular friends. 

The perversions and misrepresentations 
)f anonymous writers, however, would not 
have extorted from me any reply. But to 
thenr .succeeded the publication of Lord 
Castlcreagh’s Letter to me of the 19th of 
September. * 

1 entirely disbelieve tlyit Lord Castle¬ 
reagh, and 1 distinctly deny that I my¬ 
self, had any knowledge of this publica¬ 
tion. 

But, by .what means it matters not, the 
Letter is before the world : and though 
the course originally chosen by Ia>rd Cas¬ 
tlereagh precluded me from oflering any 
explanation to him, the course which has 
since been adopted on his behalf (though 
undoubtedly without his privity), might 
perhaps have been considered as rendering 
such an explanation due to myself. It is, 
however, qnly since your Lordship’s pub¬ 
lication that I have felt it to be indispen¬ 
sably necessary. 

The Statement on my behalf, which has 
also found its way (without my consent 
and against ray wisli) into the public 
papers, was written under a sense of deli¬ 
cacy and restraint as to the particulars of 
the transaction, which, from the character 
of the transaction itself, must alw'ays con- 
.tinue to prevail in a great degree ; but 
from which, until Wednesday, the 1 tth of 
. October, the clay on which I gave tip the 
seals, I had not an opportunity of soliciting 
any dispensation. 

Of the indulgence w'hich I then most 
humbly solicited, I trust I shalt be able to 
avail myself sufficiently for my »wn vin- 

* See Reg. Oct. 14, p. 516. 


dicatiqn. without losing sight of those con¬ 
siderations of duty wd propriety, by 
which the use of such an indulgence must 
necessarily be regulated and confined. 

It is stated in Lord Castiereagh’s Lrtter, 

“ That 1 had demanded and procured from 
the Duke of Portland, before the rising of 
Parliament, a promise for Lord Castle¬ 
reagh’s removal from the War Department; 
that, by this^prornise, LordCastlereagh’ssi- 
tuation, as a Minister of the Crown, was 
made dependent upon m}”^ pleasure; and 
that this promise 1 afterwards thought my¬ 
self entitled to enferce;” • 

“ I’hat, after and notwithstanding -this 
virtual supersession of Lord Castlereagh in 
his office, I allowed him to originate and 
conduct the Expedition to the Scheldt 

“ And that, during this whole period, 

I knew that the agitation, and the decision 
of the question for his removal, were con¬ 
cealed from him: and was parly to this 
concealment.” 

Lord Castlereagh indeed admits. 

That he “ has no right as a public 
man, to*resent my demanding, upon pub¬ 
lic grounds, his removal from his office, 
or even from the Administration, as a con¬ 
dition of my continuing a member of the 
Government.” 

j But* he contends, that a proposition, 

•“ justifiable in itsellj” ougb'i not to have 
been “ executed in an .unjustifiable man¬ 
ner:” and he makes me responsible for 
the manner in which the *“ Head of the 
Administration,” and some Members of 
the Government, “ supposed to be his (Lord 
Castlereagh’s) friends,” executed^the pro¬ 
position which he attributes to me.” 

He is ready to acknowledge, indeed, 

“ that I pressed for a disclosure, at the 
; same time that I pressed for a decision; 

I and that the disclosure was resisted by the 
Duke of Portland and his (Lord Castle- 
i reagh’s) supposed friends.” 

But, in this circumstance. Lord Castle- 
I reagh professes not to.see any justification 
I of what he conceives to have been my 
! conduct tow'ards him ; because* bjP ac- 
I quiescing in the advice or ititreaties of his 
supposed friends,” I admitted “ an au- 
I thority” on their part, “ which I must 
i have krtown them not to possess;” be- 
; cause, bjf •' pressing for disclosure,” I 
; shewed my own sense of the “ uidairness’* 
of concealment f and because, with that 
; sense, I “ ought” (as he conceives me not 
j to have done) « ft have avavled myself of' , 
i the same hltemative, namely,* my own Re- 
I sighation, to enforce disclosure, whiSh I 
did to enibree decision,” 
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Without offering z single word in the 
.way of argument, .! shall, by a distinct 
detail of facts in the order of their date, 
substantiate my contradiction of these 
charges. 

I shall only premise, 

Ist, That 1 had (as is admitted by Lord 
Castiereagh) an unquestionable right to 
require, on public grounds, a change in 
the War Department, tendering at the 
same time the alternative of ihy own Re¬ 
signation. 

2dly. (What no man at all acquainted 
with the |;ourse of public business will.dis¬ 
pute), That the regular, effectual, and 
straight-forward course for bringing that 
alternative to issue, was to state it directly 
to the “ Head of the Administration," the 
King's chief Minister, to he laid by that 
Minister before the King. 

I proceed to the detail of facts. 

In the beginning of April, (the 2d) I 
addressed a letter to the Duke of Portland, 
containing a representation on the state of 
his Administration, and expressing my 
wish ^nd intention, unless some .change 
were efiected in it, to resign. 

(April 4tlj to 8th)—Upon the Duke of 
Portland's requiring a more detailed ex¬ 
planation as to the motives of my prof- 
ferred Resignation, I stated, among other 
things, that a change either in my own. 
department, or in Lord Castlereagh's, ap¬ 
peared to me to be expedient for the pub¬ 
lic service—I stated my perfect willing¬ 
ness that the alternative should be de¬ 
cided for my retirement; and only re¬ 
quested that the decision might, (if pos¬ 
sible) take place before the recommence¬ 
ment of bu.siness in Parliament after the 
Easter holidays. , , 

The Duke of Portland requested me t« 
suspend the execution of my intention 
to resign ; wishing to have an opportunity 
of consulting with some of our colleagues, 
before he determined what advice to lay 
before the King. 

‘ The Easter holiday^ thus passed away'. 
On 4he Ibth of April, shortly after his 
Grace’s return to town from Bulstrode, the 
Duke of PorUand opened the subject to 
one of the Members of the Cabinet, whbse 
name, (ndt having been hitherto brought 
forward,) I do not think it necessary to 
mention. Your Lordship is perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with it. ( 

By the Duke of Portland’s desire, I had 
a communiettfion with *that Member of 
* the Cabinet, ^ithin a very few ^ys after 
bis interview with the Duke of Portland. 


He strongly represented the diiliculty of 
inaking any new Arrangement during the 
silting of Parliament; and urged me to 
defer the pressing my own resignation 
till the end of the Session. To this re¬ 
commendation ! did not promise to ac¬ 
cede : but we agreed (whether upon big 
suggestion or upon mine, 1 am not con- 
ftdent) that, at all events, aio step whatever 
could properly- be taken, until after the de¬ 
cision of tipi question upon the Writership; 
which was about this time brought for¬ 
ward in the House of Commons. 

That question was decided on Tuesday 
the 25th of April. 

On Friday, tha<23th, the Duke of Port¬ 
land communicated fully with your Lord- 
ship ; and informed me as the result of 
that communication, that your Lordship 
thought a change in Lor6 Castlereagh’s 
situation in the Government desirable,— 
provided it could be effected honourably 
for Lord Castiereagh, and that it " could 
be reconciled to Lord Castlereagh’s 
feelings." 

From this period, I understood that your 
Lordship was constantly consulted by the 
Duke of Portland in every step /»f the 
transaction. Other Members of the Ca¬ 
binet were also consulted by the Duke of 
Portland; but how many of them, or 
at what precise periods, 1 neither knew 
at the time, nor can now undertake to 
say. 

Shortly after your Lordship’s first in¬ 
terview with the Duke of Portland, (I am 
sure before the 5th of May) that Member 
of the Cabinet with wiiom his Grace had 
first communicated, reported to me a 
suggestion of your Lordship’s of a change 
of office for Lord Castiereagh, evidently 
calculated on the principles w'hich your 
Lordship had stated as indispensable to 
such a change. Whether this communi¬ 
cation to me was in the nature of a direct 
message from your Lordship, I do not ex¬ 
actly know. But 1 understood distinctly 
that you knew of its being made to me; 
and that whatever observations I might 
make upon it, was to be reported to your 
Lordship. What 1 observed upon it, was 
in substance,—that it was not for me to 
presume to say what change would be 
proper; that 1 had dene all that I bad 
thought, myself either called upon or at 
liberty tc^do, in stating to the Duke of 
Portland my opinions, and my intention 
to'resign; tha]^ the Duke of Portland 
alone could either propose any change or 
obtain the necessary authority ifor carry* 
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ing it into eflfect ; and that I therefore 
recommended that your Lordship should 
state your suggestion to the Duke of 
Portland. 

On the 5th of May the Duke of Port¬ 
land informed me, that he had determined 
to lay the whole subject, on the following 
Wednesday, before his Majesty. 

On Wednesday the 10th of May, he 
informed me that he had ’done so; and 
that his Majesty had been graciously 
pleased to say, that he would take the 
subject into his serious consideration. 

On Wednesday, the 31st of May, ap¬ 
prehending it to be possible, that my in¬ 
tention might not hav^ been fully ex¬ 
plained to his Majesty, and thinking it 
my duty to leave no doubt upon it, 1 
humbly repeated to his Majesty the re¬ 
presentations which I had before made to 
the Duke of Portland, and humbly ten¬ 
dered my Resignation. I received there¬ 
upon his Majesty’s gracious commands, 
to retain my situation until his Majesty 
should have considered the whole subject. 

Some time in the course of the next 
week, 1 think on the tilth of June, the 
Duke‘">of Portland stated tome, that he 
had received his Majesty’s commands, 
to propose, and to carry into effect at the 
end of the Session ol Parliament, an Ar¬ 
rangement for a partial change in the War 
Department. 

The particulars of this Arrangement I 
do not think it proper to detail ; feeling 
it my duty to limjt myself strictly to what 
is absolutely necessary for the explana- 
nation of mjr own conduct. It is suffi¬ 
cient to state, that the object of this 
Arrangement was not the removal of 
Lord C? 4 )tlereagli, but a new distribu¬ 
tion of the business of the War De¬ 
partment, w'liereby that part of it which 
was. connected with political corre¬ 
spondence, would have been transferred 
to the Foreign Office ; and the business 
of another office, tlien vacant, would 
have 'been transferred to laird Castle- 
reagh. It is only necessary to add, that 
the effect of this new distribution would 
' nol have been to take out of Lord Castlc- 
reagh’s hands the superintendance of the 
Expedition to the Scheldt. 

On the 13th of June, I wrote to the 
Duke of Portland, signifying to him tliat, 
although such an Arrangement had never 
• entered into my contencrplatton, and al¬ 
though I did not thinh it cateulaled to 
remedy all the difficulties which had in¬ 
duced me to bring the stote of the Admi- 


■ilfr. Commit &atemeiti. [S^ 

nistration under his Grace’sconsideratKHi, 

I was ready, so far u I was concerned, 
to undertake and disenarge to the best of 
my ability, any duty which his Majesty 
might be graciously pleased to devolve 
upon me ; but I expressed at the same 
time, great doubts, whether this Arrange¬ 
ment could be expected to be acceptable 
to Lord Castlereagh, or, in all its parts, sa¬ 
tisfactory to the public feeling. 

On Sunday the 13th of June, (Parlia¬ 
ment being expected to rise on the 20th 
or 21st) I wrote to the Duke of Portland, 
to enquire whether this Arrangement, or 
any other, was to take place; stating to 
him that, “ if things remained as they 
then were, I was determined not to re¬ 
main in office.” 

(June 18th.)—In answer the Duke of 
Portland mentioned to me a new Plan of 
Arrangement, altogether different from 
that which he had been authorised to 
carry into effect; and stated that he had 
sent for your Lordship and the other 
Member of the Cabinet with whom your 
Lordship and the Duke of Portland had 
been in constant communication, to co¬ 
operate with him in forwarding this new 
Plan, and to urge Lord Castlereagh to 
consent to it. 

Tlife particulars of this new Plan, I do 
’ not think it necessary to state, as I learnt 
from the Duke of Portland, either the 
next day or tl\e day following it, that lo 
this Plan Lord Castlereagh certainly could 
not be brought to agree. Whethsr this 
was known to his Grace only from your 
Lordship, or through your. Lordship from 
Lord Castlereagh himself, 1 was not ap¬ 
prized. 

On Wednesday, the 21st, the day of the 
rising of Parliament, 1 was assureef by the 
Duke of Portland, that the .specific Ar¬ 
rangement which he had in the first in¬ 
stance propo.sed, viz. the new distribution 
of the business of the War Department, 
should be carried into effect;—and that 
his Majesty had directed him to desire 
your Ixirdstiip to communicate his deci¬ 
sion to Lord Castlereagh. 

^On Tuesday, June the 27th, finding 
that no communication had been yet made 
to liOfd Castlereagh, I wrote vn the Duke 
of Portland in terms of the strongest re¬ 
monstrance, both against the concealment 
and the delay) and intimated my deter¬ 
mination to recur to my original inten¬ 
tion, ajid to press the acceptance of my ^ 
Resignation. 

'Accordingly, on the following*day, 
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Wednesday the 2tJth of June, I had an 
audience of the in whicli I humbly 
and ealrnestly repeated to his Majesty the 
tender -of my Resignation. 

That same evening, the Date of Port¬ 
land informed me that he had that day 
signi&ed to your Lordship the King’s de¬ 
sire, that your Lordship^should communi¬ 
cate the intended Arsangement to Lo)d 
Castlereagh; and, that the communication 
was to be made by yoiir Lordship as soon 
as. the. Expedition had sailed; which, it 
was expected, would be in less than a 
fortnight from that time. 

But before this fortnight elapsed, viz. 
on Wednesday the 5th of July, the Duke 
of Portland informed me, that in con¬ 
sideration of the difficultie.s allending the 
proposed Arrangement, he and those with 
whom he had consulted, were of opinion, 
that another should be substituted for it, 
which he trusted, would al-so be more 
agreeable to me. He told me that hopes 
were entertained that your Lordship would 
determine to oflWr your Resignation, for 
the purpose of facilitating a genwal Ar¬ 
rangement, in which a complete change 
in the War Department might be eflccted 
consistently with I..oid Castlereagh’s feel¬ 
ings. He said, however, that your I,ord- 
ship had not yet finally made uji your 
mind upon the subject;—hut, that you 
would probably conoe to a decision before 
the following Wednehday. 

The Duke of Portland stated bis inten¬ 
tion, in the event of your Lordship''s re¬ 
signation, to submit to his Majesty the 
nomination of Lord Wellesley to the War 
Dejpartment. 

It was well known by the Duke of Port¬ 
land, thttt I had been always anxious for 
Lord Wellesley’s accession to tl<e Cabi* 
net, but this was the first mention to me, 
in the course of this transaction, of his in¬ 
troduction into the War Dejjartment.— 
But for a severe indisposition, Lord Wel¬ 
lesley would, before this time, have been 
on his way to Spain. 

On Th&rsday the 13th of July, the 
Duke of Portland informed me, that your 
Lordship had, the day before, actilrdly 
tendered your Resignation ; but that your 
Lordship tiad annexed to it the conOitinns, 
that no change should take place till alter 
the termination of the Expedition to the 
Scheldt; and that it should be left to your 
Lordship to choose the time of making 
^ any communioatioQ to Lord Castlereagh. 

(July 13th do th.e 20th.)—^1 ihade the 
itroiigeat remonsteances against this new 
« 
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delay, and this indefinite renewal of the 
concealment from Lord Castlereagh. I 
said that after the. repeated postponements 
which had already taken place, And 
after the reserve, which bad already been 
practised towards Lord Castlereagh, I 
could not rely upon the execution of any 
Arrangement wdiich should not be now 
completely settled in all its parts; and, if 
this were not to be done, I most earnertly 
intreated that his Majesty might be kd* 
vised now to accept my Resignation; 

The Duke of Portland most anxiously 
deprecated my Resignation, as leading, 
in his apprehension, to the dissolution of 
the Administration. He declared himself 
to be authorised to assure me, in the most. 
solemn manner, that the Arrangement now 
in contemplation should positively take 
place at the termination of the Expedi¬ 
tion; that the. Seals of the War Depart¬ 
ment should then be olFered to liOrd Wel¬ 
lesley—an office (to be vacated by means 
of your Lord.ship’s retirement), being at 
the same tim« to be offered to Lord Cas- 
tlereagh;—and that in the interval, and 
without loss of time, l.ord Ca.stlcFeagh’8 
friends should fake opportunities of pre¬ 
paring l)im for the change, and reconciling 
him to it, by representing to him the great 
advantages to be. derived from it, in the 
aetjuisition of additional .strength to the 
Government. 

Not only the Duke of Portland, but 
other Members of the Cabinet, Lord Cas“ 
tiereagh’s friends, some directly and some 
through common friends, urgeef me, in the 
mo.st earne.st manner, to actjuitsce in the 
postponement now proposed. It was re¬ 
presented to me, that if instead of pressing 
for the execution of the Arrangement now', 
time were allowed to Lord Castlereagh’i 
friends to prepare him for the change, and 
to reconcile him to it, tlie Arrangement 
might ultimately take place in an amicable 
manner ; that every public object might 
thus be ansv/ereil, without any unnecessary 
harshness to tl»e feelings of iiKiividasrls; 
and that so fiir from finding fic.sh impedi¬ 
ments raised to the execution of the Ar¬ 
rangement, when the time arrived, I should 
find all those, to whose representations 
I yielded, considering themselves pledged 
equally with the Duke of Portland, to see 
it carried into effect. 

It is dae*to your Lordship to say, that 
your Lordsfflp’s name was not, so far as I 
Fecbilect^hpecifiocdly mentioned to me on 
this occasion; but it is equally due to 
myself to dbolare, that I never for a mo* 
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ment imagined,•nor could have believed, 
that the general description of » I,ord Ca3- 
tlereagh’s friends,” as stated to me with¬ 
out exception or qualification by the Duke 
of Riirtland, did not comprehend your 
lordship, whose proffered Resignation was 
the basis of (he whole Arrangement, and 
without whose express consent, tlicrefore, 
no other person,could announce the Ar¬ 
rangement to Lord Gastlereagli. 

By tlrese representations and assurances, 
at length, (July 20,) most reluctantly, 
and I confess against rny better judgment, 

1 was induced to acquiesce in the proposed 
postponement of the change ; and con¬ 
sented to remain in ollic# till the termina¬ 
tion of the Expedition. 

. On Saturday Septcml>e.r the 2d, the re¬ 
sult of the Expedition to the Scheldt being 
then known, I wrote to tlie Duke of Port¬ 
land, at Bulstrode, reminding his tilrace, 
that the period fixed for offering the Seals 
of the War Department to Lord Wellesley, 
was arrived. 

On the following Wednesday the filh 
of September, the Duke of Portland in¬ 
formed me, that no steps whatever had 
been taken by any of Lord Castlereagh's 
friends? to reconcile him to the change, 
or to j?repaie him for it; that the execu¬ 
tion of the Arrangement would be at¬ 
tended with other Resignations, or at least 
with one dther Resignation, (of which I 
had never before received the slightest 
intimation); and that ho had himself de- 
terinined to retire. 

Upon receiving this intelligence, I im¬ 
mediately di.sclainoisd any wish that the 
Arrangement, however positively I under¬ 
stood it to have been settled, should be 
carried into eflect under circumstances to 
me so unexpected ; and instantly reverted 
to that “ alternative” which, upon each 
successive stage oftlifficulties and delays, 
I had uniformly pressed,—that of the 
tender of my own Resignation ;—which I 
desired the Duke ef Portland to lay that 
day before the King. 

On the following day, Thursday the 7th 
of September, I declined attending the 
Cabinet; stating in a letter to the Duke of 
'Portland, (which I left it to his Grace to 
communicate to the Cabinet if he .should 
think proper), that I considered my Re¬ 
signation as in his Majesty’s hands; and 
ayself as bolding my office only urtlil my 
Successor should be named. * 

On Friday the sth, 1 heard from the 
Duke of Portland that Lord Castlcreagh 
had sent in his Resignation. 1 liave been 
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informed since, (hut whether correctly or 
not I cannot affirm), that he did so, in 
consequence of a communication made 
to him, by your Lordship, after the Ca¬ 
binet of the preceding day. 

On Thursday the 1 ttb of September, 
your Lordship called upon me at the 
Foreign Office, by your own appointment, 
fi)r the purpose of explaining the causes 
which bad prevented your making any 
communicaiiuii to Lord Castlereagh in the 
earlier stages of the transaction. 

On Tuesday, September )9th, j'our 
Lordship, in answer to a letter of mine of 
the preceding day, explained t& me the 
grounds of your silence to Lord Castle¬ 
reagh, during the latter period of the trans¬ 
action. 

On Wednesday morning, September 
t the 20th, I received from Lord Castlerfeagh 
I the letter, which produced our meeting. 

I From this series of facts it appears, 

I That, in April, 1 made a representation 
to the King’s First Minister, on the ge¬ 
neral state of the Administration; and 
that, in tlic course of the discussions aris¬ 
ing out of that representation, I proposed 
v>n public grounds, not, as Lord Castle¬ 
reagh appears to have been informed, his 
remo’-al from the Administration, but the 
alternijlivu oi' a change, either in the War 
or Foreign Department; 

That on the lOili of May, the Duke of 
Portland submitted to* his Majesty the 
subject of my representation:! and in¬ 
formed me that his Majesty would be 
pleased to take it into his consideration: 

That, from the 10th of May until the 8th 
of June, I was wholly unapprized of the 
result of that consideration : but that, for 
fear of misapprehension, I had, in person, 
during that interval,—viz. on May .' 11 , 7 — 
humbly repeated my representation, and 
tendered my Resignation lo his Majesty; 

That, on or about the Sth of June, for 
the first time, an arrangement was stated 
to me, which had for its object a now dis¬ 
tribution of the business of the War De¬ 
partment, and that, on the 13th, J signified 
my. acquiescence in that arrangement, so * 
far as I was concerneil; 

That, on the isth, another arrangement 
was statjed to me, as intended i» be sub* 
stituted tor that in which I had acquiesced : 
but that, on the 21 st, it was announced to 
me that the first arrangement was finally 
decided upon ;* was to be immediately 
carried into effect; and w§8 to be^com- 
municafetJ to Lord Castlereagh byyow 
Lor<)tbip;. ' • 
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Hiat, on the 27t^ of Jane, no step ap¬ 
pearing to have been taken, either to exe¬ 
cute the intended Arrangement, or to ap¬ 
prise Lord Castlereagh of it, I remonstrated 
against the delay, and against the conceal¬ 
ment from Lord Castlereagh t and that, on 
the 28th, I again tendered my resignation; 
and that on the same day your Lordship 
received an injunction to communicate the 
intended arrangement to Lord Castlereagh; 

That, on the 5th of July, a new plan 
was stated to me to be in contemplation ; 
a plan originating with your Lordship, 
and depending for its execution upon a 
step to 6e taken by yourself; that this 
plan was, on the 13th, announced to me 
as settled, and as intended to be substituted 
for that which had been first proposed ; 

That I at that lime renewed my remon¬ 
strances in the strongest manner, both 
against the delay and against the conceal¬ 
ment ; but that it was stated to me to be 
an indispensable condition of this plan on 
your Lordship’s part,—that it should not 
be acted upon till the termination of the 
Expedition to the Scheldt; and that the 
time of making the communication to Lord 
Castlereagh should be left to your Lord¬ 
ship’s discretion; 

That, at length, in compliance with the 
representations and intreaties of th^ Duke 
of Portland, and of others. Lord Castle-^ 
reagh’s friends, and upon the most solemn 
assurances that Lord Castlereagh should 
in the mean lime be prepared by his friends 
for the change, and that the change should 
positively take place at the period fixed 
by your Lordship, 1 consented to remain 
in office; 

That on Wednesday the 6th of Sep¬ 
tember,' finding that nothing had been 
done_tocvards preparing Lord Castlereagh 
for the arrangement;' and that the execu¬ 
tion of it would be attended with difficul¬ 
ties of which I had not, before been ap- 

{ trised, 1 desired the Duke of Portland to 
ay my Resignation before the King. 

Your Lordship will therefore perceive. 
That up to the 8th of June, so ,far from 
’being in possession of any “promise for 
Lord Castleteagh’s removal,” and from 
his continuance in office being made there¬ 
by “ dependent upon ray pleasure,;”—no 
decision whatever had, to my knowledge, 
been taken, np to that time; no proposal 
had been made to me the Duke of 
Portland, in any way affecting Lord Castle- 
t eagh’s politii^al situation ; and no intima¬ 
tion fiad. been given to me, wl^ether my 
own^signatton would be finally accepted 
or declined; 


That the Arrangement, which was in 
contemplation from the 8th of June to the 
5th of July, in no degree affected, and 
was never intended to aflfect, “ the conduct 
of the Expedition to the Scheldt 

That Lord Castlet'eagh’s “ removal from 
the War Department” was first determined 
upon as part of the plan of which your 
Lordship’s Uesigmition wps the basis; 

That his “ femoval from the Adminis¬ 
tration” was not at any limedemanded” 
by me; 

And, lastly, that I did employ the ten¬ 
der of my own Resignation, not to “ en¬ 
force deci.sion” onii^ (as Lord Castlereagh's 
r,elter supposes), jjut equally to “ enforce 
disclosure;” and that in fact 1 did ulti> 
inately resign, rather than '* enforce” the.. 
intended change, under circumstances so 
different from those whiclvl had been au- 
iliorised to expect. 

It cannot be expected that I should la¬ 
bour very anxiously to refute the charge 
of my having “ supposed” your Lord.ship 
and others “ to be Lord Castlereagh’s 
friends;” and having, under that impres¬ 
sion, deferred to your opinion and “ au¬ 
thority,” in a matter affecting Lord Cas¬ 
tlereagh’s interests and feelings. ' 

That your Lordship, in particular, ns 
well from near connection as from an ac¬ 
tive and anxious partiality, was entitled 
to consultation, and to deference on such 
an occasion ;—is a persuasion which 1 
felt in common, as I believe, with every 
Member of the Government; and which 
not even Lord Castlereagh’s disclaimer has 
induced me to renounqe. 

I should not have been surprised, nor 
should 1 have thought myself entitled to 
lake the.smallest offence, if your Lordship 
had, instead of concurring in nhe expe¬ 
diency of a change in Lord Castlereagh’s 
department, protested against it, and had 
recommended to the Duke of Portland, to 
advise the King to accept my resignation : 
and it was perfectly known by the Duke 
of Portland, and I am confident, not un¬ 
known by your Lordship, that, at any 
moment from the beginning of these dis¬ 
cussions to the end, I was not only ready 
but desirous to terminate them by re-' 
signing. 

But when the opinion of the expediency 
of a change in the War Department, had 
been adopted by so many of the imme¬ 
diate friefids of Lord Castlereagh, upon 
the condition that it should be reconciled 
to Lord fcastlerfiagh's feelings, and when 
they and your Lordship among the first> 



/ 


wl] DECEMBER 2, 1809.—ilff. Ownmg'i ^ [S09 


had devised and concerted with the King’s 
First Minister the mode of carrying that 
object into execution, I cannot help think¬ 
ing Ahat I should have been much, and 
justly, blamed, if Phad insisted upon tak¬ 
ing the communication to Lord Castlereagh 
out of your hands into my own. 

I now come to your Lordship’s State¬ 
ment. That Statement is as follows— 

“ As it may be inferred,’from a State¬ 
ment which has appeared in the public 
papers, that Lord Camden withheld from 
Lord Castlereagh a communication which 
he had been desired to make to him, it is 
necessary that it shoul^ be understood, 
that however Mr. Canning might have 
conceived the communication alluded to, 
to have been made to Lord Camden, it was 
never stated to Lord Camden, that the 
communication was made at the desire of 
Mr. Canning; and, so far from Lord Cam¬ 
den having been authorized to make the 
communication to Lord Castlereagh, he 
was absolutely restricted from so doing. 

" As it may also be inferred that Lord 
Camden was expected to prepare Lord 
Castlereagh’s mind for any proposed 
chang'ey it is necessary that it should be 
understood, that Lord Camden never en¬ 
gaged to communicate to Lord Castle¬ 
reagh any circumstances respecting it, | 
before the termination of the Expedition.” 
—Morning CHRONict,E, Oct. 19th. 

This Statement appears to me to have 
been much misunderstood. It has been 
construed, as if your Lordship had meant 
to aver that what you were restricted from 
doinq ;ind what you had not engaged to do, 
were one and the same thing :—whereas 
your Lordship’s Statement, in point of 
fact, contains tw'o distinct propositions, 
and refers to two separate periods of time. 

The period during which your Lordship 
states yourself to have been " absoltUcfy 
restricted" from making a communication 
to Lord Castlereagh, extends from the 
28th of Ap''il» on which day the first com¬ 
munication was made by the Duke of 
Portland to your Lordship, to the time at 
, which the proposed Arrangement, for the 
new distribution of the business of the 
War Department was superseded by your 
Lordship’s tender of your Resignation. 

The period during which your Lordship 
states yourself " not to have engaged^’ to 
make a communication to Ittrd Castle- 
teagh, extends from the time of Vhe tender 
of your Liii’dship’s Resignation to the ter¬ 
mination of the Expedition to the Scheldt. 


It ought, however, to be observed, that 
during the first of these two periods,— 
front the 21th of_Apft’il to the 12th of 
July,—the nature of the commuuication 
to be made to Lord Castlereagh, and,the 
nature of the restriction imposed upon 
your Lordship, wdre entirely changed. 

Previously to the 8th of June—the com¬ 
munication which your Lordship would 
have had to make to Lord Castlereagh, was 
simply that I had represented the expe¬ 
diency of a change either in his Depart¬ 
ment or in mine; and that m decision 
whatever had yet been taken op<jn this re¬ 
presentation. 

With respect to this communication, it 
does appear that the restriction upon your 
Lordship was absolute and indefinite.— 
But I knew nothing of it’s existence. 

Subsequently to the 8ih of June, the com¬ 
munication to be made to Lord Castlereagh 
was, that an Arrangement was in contem¬ 
plation for a new mstribution of the busi¬ 
ness of the War Department. 

With respect to this communication, 
not only was the restriction upon your 
Lordship not indefinitely continued ; but 
your Lordship actually received on the 
2Sth of June an injunction to make this com¬ 
munication to Lord Castlereagh at a period 
distinctly specified, viz. the sailing of the 
.Expedition. And this injunction was only 
superseded by a voluntary act of your 
Lordship’s—your render of your own Re¬ 
signation on the I2th of July as the basis of 
another Arrangement. 

During the whole of the period, from 
the 28 th of April to the 12th of July, the 
concealment practised towards Lord Cas¬ 
tlereagh was either without my knowledge 
and contrary to my belief, or it was against 
my earnest remonstrances. 

It was without my knowledge and con¬ 
trary to my belief, up to the w^eek in 
which Parliament rose; and from that 
time forth it was against ray earnest remon¬ 
strances. 

Even when I learnt, in 'June, that the 
communication had not been made by 
your Lordship to Lord Castlereagh, I did 
not learn that you had been prevented 
frdm making it by any absolute restric¬ 
tion. 

It was not till the mouth of Ju]^% in the 
course of the discussions winch took place 
from the 13lh tl^e 20th of that month, 
respecting the proposal for postponing the 
new arrangement to be founded on, your 
LordshfpJs resignation, and for leaving * 
to* your Lordship’s discretion the time of 
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^iselotare to Lord Castlereagh* that,I 
learnt that the silence which you h^ hi¬ 
therto observed towards him, had been 
imposed upon your Lordship by the in¬ 
junction of the Duke of Portland. I did 
nothin then know with whom the conceal¬ 
ment hitherto practised, had originated ; I 
frankly own that I thought it had origi¬ 
nated with yoor Lordship ; I was anxious 
above all things that it should not-be ever 
suspected that it had originated with me ; 
or that I had been a consenting party to 
it, or even (till a late period) conscious of 
its existence. 

In liiy^ correspondence with the 'Duke 
of Portland at this period, therefore, at the 
same time that I resisted the new delay 
then proposed, I disclaimed any concur¬ 
rence in the concealment which had been 
hitherto practised—and requested " that 
it might be remembered hereafter, when¬ 
ever that concealment should be alledged 
against me, as an act of injustice to Lord 
Castlercagh, that it did not originate in my 
suggestion, that so far from desiring it, I 
had conceived (however erroneously) your 
Lordship to be the sure channel of co'mmuni- 
cation to Lord Castlereagh ; and that up 
to a very late period I had believed such 
conrannication to have been actually 
made.’^ 

The Duke of Portland, in answer, ac-, 
knowledged my repeated remonstrances 
against the conccu'lment; stating himself 
at the same time not to have been aware 
that I had at any lime believed the com¬ 
munication to have been actually made ; 
but assuring me "that he should be at 
all - timet; ready to avow that the conceal¬ 
ment bad originated with himself, (the 
Duke Portland); that he had injoined it 
to all those with vvhom'he had comniuqj- 
cated,—from motives which he was at all 
times ready to justify; and that he was 
desirous of taking whatever blame might 
have been, or might at any time be, in¬ 
curred by it, upon himself.” 

This, as I have said, was my first know¬ 
ledge of *my restriction whatever upon 
your Lordship’s communication to Lord 
Castlereagh. 

If I am asked wAy 1 believed your Lord- 
ship to have actually made the comjnunica- 
tion,I answer, because it was natural that 
you should make it; because the expecta¬ 
tion of yOur making it was the motive 
which induced me to desire (and I did de- 
ure) that the^ communication should be 
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made to your Lordship;—because the 
manner in which you first received that 
communication (as reported to me by the 
Duke of Portland) tended to confirm the 
belief that your Lordship was the fit 
channel of communication to Lord Castle¬ 
reagh and because I knew not of the 
existence of any impediment to your pur¬ 
suing what appeared to uje (and does still 
appear to me) the natural and obvious 
course to be pursued upon such an oc¬ 
casion. 

If it be objected, that I ought not to 
have been contented with presuming the 
disclosure to have been made, but ought to 
have diligently ascertained that it was so; 
—first, I answer—that no person natural¬ 
ly sets about ascertaining that of which he. 
entertains no doubt:—and, secondly, I 
answer—that the moment* that my suspi¬ 
cion of the fact was excited, I did set 
about ascertaining the truth; and that 
upon ascertaining it, I did remonstrate in 
the strongest manner against the conceal¬ 
ment ;—and enforced that remonstrance 
by the tender of my own resignation. 

It was on the 26th or 27lh of June (five 
or six days after Parliament rose) that I 
discovered my suspicion to be foudded.— 
On the 27th 1 remonstrated.—On the 28th 
1 tendered my resignation.—And in the 
course of the same day, your Lordship 
(as I have already stated) received an inr 
junction to make the communication as 
.soon as the Expedition should have 
sailed. 

The second of the two periods to which 
your Lordship’s Statement refers, begins 
from the Pith of July, the day of the 
tender of your Lordship’s Resignation, 

It does not appear, nor does your Lord- 
ship’s Statement aver, that at* any time 
during' the second period, the restriction 
which bad been originally imposed upon 
your Lordship was renewed ; or that any 
other existed, except that which your 
Lordship had imposed upon yourself, and 
which was therefore no longer binding 
upon your Lordship than while you might 
yourself be willing that it should bind you. 

(To be continued.) 
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SUMMARY OF ROLITICS. 

Danger to Irillano (continued from 

p. 841).-III the article here referred 

to, 1 entered upon the subject of tlie dan¬ 
ger, from an invasion, to which thi.s king¬ 
dom miLst soon be exp^ised, upon the sup- 
po.siiion that the Em|)eror Napoleon made 
himself master of the Southern Peninsula; 
and, 1 endeavoured to point out the causes 

of jjarticular ^danger to Ireland.-Let 

me beg the reader’s leave to recapitulate 
the substance of what tvas then said. It 
was thisThat, it was in the very nature 
of things that Napoleon .should pos.scss an 
increased desire of comjuering thi.s king¬ 
dom ;-that it was manifest that he 

W'ould pos.ses.s infinitely greater mean.s of 
corujuering it than he possessed in 1803, 
vvhei^ we thought it necessary to make 

prejaaralions for fortifying lAindon;- 

that it is possible, at least, for him, in 
the course of a year, to send forth a 
powerful'armament from nine or ten dif-* 

ferent ports at the same time;-that 

this is not to be prevented by any sys¬ 
tem ol blockade;— -r- that, the chances 
are many to one, that some one or more of 
such armaments, e,ach consisting, perhaps, 
of from twenty to forty thousand men, 
would reach Ireland in safety, if such were 

their destination;-that, if Ireland were 

subdued,* the consequences to England 

must be terrible;-that, therefore, it 

became us seriously to consider, hoic, in 
such a crisis, the people of Ireland would be 

likely to act, -1 did not enter into tlii.-; 

last question, and proposed, without en¬ 
tering into it, to show, in this present 
sheet, how the people of Ireland might, 
in one respect, at least, be conciliated, al¬ 
luding to the measure against which the 
abominable cry of " No-Popery ” was 
raised. But, upon re-considering the 
matter, I think it best, before I come to 
this latter topic, to give the English reader 
a view of the actual situation of the people 
of Ireland, I mean their situation .so far as 
relates to what may be 8uppo.sej^i to have 
an influence upon their Ainduct in case of 

invasion by the French.-It is a great 

migfortjine.to this kingdom in general. 


that Ireland is separated from England by 
water; hepause, besitlcs many other evils, 
it is productive of this, that the people of 
England are not only, generally speaking, 
ignorant of what is passing in Ireland, but 
tliey, at best, seem to care but4ittle about 
the matter, too many of them looking upon 
the Irish as scarcely being countrymen, 
not a tew considering tlicin as an inferior 
race of beings, and almost the whole re¬ 
garding the interests of Ireland and those 
of England as being perfectly distinct. 
There are, indeed, but few amongst us, 
who do not perceive ; who have not great 
mi.sgivings, that, if Napoleon were master 
of Ireland, England wouhl be in danger, 
and, indeed, that England must, in all 
humaif probability, soon experience the 
fiite of Ireland. Yet, strange lo say ! the 
feeling excited by this reflection is, in but 
too many instances, that of anger against 

the people of Ireland.-Nothing can be 

more unjust than this w’ay of thinking; 
but, still, the folly of it surpasses its injus¬ 
tice. Angry with the Jrish, because .... 

.because what ? Why, because 

their existence endangers our safety! 
Angry with them because they are alive, 
and have a desire to enjoy life! Sad 
dogs those Irishmen must be to. desire to 
keep alive, when to keep alive may be 
dangerous to u.s!-Be our notions, how¬ 

ever, what they may; to whatevei; lengths 
our vanity, self-conceit, folly, or injustice, 
may lead us, we shall, at last, find, that, if 
Napoleon should land a considerable army 
in Ireland, it will depciid solelt/ upon the 
disposition of thepeop/e of Ireland, whether 
that army shall succeed in its object there, 
and here also ; for, it is not to hfi credited, 
that even the most stupid of the No-Popery 
clan, can entertain the slightest hope of 
England’s escaping subjugation, should 
Ireland, once fall into the hacids of the 

enemy.-It is, therefore, of the greatest 

importance, that we now form correct no¬ 
tions as lo what the disposition of the people 
of Ireland is, *in case of invasion by the 
French, likely to be; and, m order^there- 
unto, Iht, us now see what is the situation • 
of.the people of Ireland ; lei us see, jwhe- 
tlicr that situation be such as to fort^ their 
2E 
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hearts in tlefence of their country ; let us 
see, whether they are iit the possession ami 
enjoyment of blessiiTgs, flowing from go- 
Ternihent, rather flian risk ihe lo.ss of which 

men jvill naturally venture their lives.- 

The political state, the state of the 

of the people of lie land is as follows.- 

There is a law’, passed just after the pie- 
sriit ministry came into power, in 1807, 
which law enables the Lord Lieuienant, 
uf)On receiving a memorial of 'tlie ina^is- 
traies of any comity, .stating that dis¬ 
turbances exi.st therein, to proclaim that 
county to lx; in a disturbed slate. Proclaim¬ 
ing a county to be in a disturbed slate 
tloes not seem, at first sight, to be a very 
harsh measure. Put, stop a bit, and yon 
sliall see what are the consequences of such 

proelamation.-The moment this jivo- i 

clamation has taken place, the law com¬ 
pels every man, woman, and child in that 
county, to remain ivit/iin their homns from 
sim-sci til shn-'i.'ie ; .sliut up, iib.soliltelv en- 
clo.sed uitliin walls, cut ell’from all com- 
munieution with in iglibours, rricn:!:r, iv- 
lations (sick or well) for one holf of 
every twenty-four hours. It is well known, 
that a considerable portion of agricultural 
labour ouglit to be performed between 
sun-set and sun-rise. But, why need 1 
descant upon tlie vexations of sucli a state I 
The reader, be liis rank of life what it, 
may, has only to rfftihe the ca.se his men ; 
h'as only (q consider himself m the place of 
one of ihc‘people, of ireUmd; and li(> will 
want no detail of the hardships which 

must accompany such a stale of life.- 

Well, but, b(:ing shut up in tins manner is 
a mere trifle ; it is not v\ orthy of mentiim ; 
it siiiks^ completely out of sight, when 
compared witii other jiaits^jf the law it| 

question.-'I’he magistrates, that is to say, 

persons appointed by the government, are 
first to call upon the Lord Lieutenant to 
proclaim a county, and, when that ksdone, 
these same magistrates have the authority, 
citlier by themselres or their e^cers, to make 
forcible entt^, at aiiy time in the night, into 
any house, to see whether its inlmbitants he 
•t home, and to take up and imprison all 
those who may be caught out of their 

houses,-,When this bill was before the 

House of Commons, it was proposed, by 
Mr. Whhbread, Mr. Brand, Sir John 
Newport, and others, to qualify the clause 
giving this terrible power,' so as to give 
the poor alarmed wretches within, /en 
•mmu/esto prepare for the visit; becau.se, 
even (Recency required, that svoinen should 
liave time to, rise aad dress themselves. 
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This- proposition was, horrever, rejected, 
and the words “ reasonable time’’ inserted 
instead of ten minutes; leaving, as the reader 
will perceive, the magistrates or their of¬ 
ficers, to be the Judges bf what time was 

reasonable. -Reader, what do you think 

0 this sort of life ? How should you (no 
niattar where you live) like to be shut up 
in your house from sun-set to sun-rise, 
every twenty-tbur hours of your life, and, 
while so shut u|>, be liable to have your 
house ciitered hy force, at any hour of the 
night, by your neighbouring magistrate!!, 
nr their olficers ? How should you like 
it ? How shouhbj/ou like it, 1 say ? Pray, 
do uot answer m& by talking about the 
necessity of such laws : that we will talk of 
by-and-by. Wliai I want to know of you,, 
at pi esent, is, bow yon should tike to live 
Ibis sort of life. How ye-n think you 
should feel dispo.st d, in such a siiuatiou ? 
WljelhiT you would hv.zaia! niueli rivthi r 
lija.'i lose tiu; enjovmeins of such a stale? 

-But, you have, as ya't, hiu, Italf a 

sight (it the law, under vvliicii the Irish 
live. You must, to he a juilge oi tije.state, 
and ot the f clings, of tlic Irisli, .‘a:e the 
l)art of th(! bill in ([ucstion, whief,'sets 
aside tlie common-law, as to ixdrcss against 
the magistrates and others, in c.ase.s wli. re thtiy 
may, under colour of ibis act, be gsriity of 
'unlawful violences against thcpcop':. Rlagis- 
tratesand others arc, according lo the law' 
of the laud, liable to be sued and lo be 
punished lor an abuse of their pow’er and 
authority ; and very necessary it is that 
they should be so liablm because, if they 
were nut, there would be no end to their 
oppressions. The king, or rather hi* 
ministers, appoint the magistrates; but, 
then, the people, if these magistrates abuse 
their power, can bring their conduct be¬ 
fore a jury.. This is our protection; thi-S 
is w'hat W’c have to rely on; this is the 
source of our security against magisterial 
insolence and oppression. Any man of 
us can bring an unjust magistrate before 
a jury to answer for anj' injury, of any 

sort, that he may have done us.-But,, 

how are the Irish situated in this respect? 
What protection have tiny, under the law 
before us, against any abuse of power 
committed by tite magistrates and others? 

“ Why,’’ the reader will say, •• they cai» 

“ surely bring their action against, .such 
“ niagistratCi^?” Oh, yes! They can bring 
their action ; the bar would fain lose none 
of its profits wlrat is to take place 
in case of a verdict for the plaintiff? Ah ! 
reader, you never would gue*s^ it, if you 
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were to guess for a tliousaivJ years. Lest 
you should not believe rny account of it.v 
you shall have it in the words of the act 

itself:-" Provided always, and be it 

' further c:nactee>. That wlieii a verdict 
‘ shall be given for the plaintiff' in any action 
to be brought against any justice of the 
'* peace, peace oflicor, or other person, for 
' taking or iinpsisoniiig or detaining any 
person, or for seizing arms, or enuring 
■' houses under colour of any authority 
‘ civen bv this act, and it shall appear to 
‘TifE JUDGE OR JUDGES before 
‘ whom the same shall be tried, that there 
" was a PROB APLlt CAUSE for doing the 

<T* 

“ act complained of in Such action, and the 
" jiidgo or court shall certify the same on 
record, then and in that case the plaintilf 
shall not be e:atilk(i to more than sixpence 
damages, nor to any costs of suit: provided 
' also, tliat vtliero a verdict shall be given 
for the plaintitf in any s>u;l) action as 
atorcsuivl and tlie judge or court before 
' wlioo) the cau.se shall be tried, shall 
certify on ilie recoi d that the injtiry for 
' which such action is brouglit was wi!- 
'■ fully and nirdicionsly commit'.eel, tlie 
'' phiintifl'shall he entitled to treble costs 

-c i»f .suit."-Thus, then, though a man, 

injured by the vnagistrates, or their of¬ 
ficers, should obtain a verdict; should 
have the. decisieai of a jury in his favour,* 
die ;K(/gc may, at hi.s pleasuie, miliify that 
deci.sion, ami the injured |i< rson, by way 
of redress, may lc,n'e /o pay Ids own costs 

-1 ask you, English riSader, how you 

should like that liow yoH should relish 
■'uch lavvs flow yrm should feel disposed, 
if you were living under such lavvs? To 
what extent you would go in the way of 
haz«idii>g your life, rather than lo.se the 
enjoymenis belonging to a sti.te of life 
like this ? I put these questions to you, 
and beg you to put them home to your 
bosom ; for, be assured, that, if the 
.Southern Peninsula falls completely under 
the sway of Nafioleon, you will soon find, 
that these questions are of vital import¬ 
ance to you. You may be angiy with 
the Iri.sh, because they are alive, because 
they may be a source of danger to you ; 
yes, you may curse the Irish; but, that 
will do you no good, if Buonaparte should 
succeed in landing forty or fiiiy thousand 
men in Ireland, and should (which God 
forbid!) find a very considerable part of 
the people ready to join him, instead of 
being ready to shed theft- bfood in op¬ 
posing him.-Of the clause, which I 

have just ^quoted. Sir Authub PigoT, the 
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late Attorney General, said, " that first, 

“ this most extraordinary bill gave extra- 
“ ordinary powers to magistrates, and 
“ then, alter they had exceeded the powers 
" given tliem, they were, by this same bill, 

“ to be protected against the verdict of u 
"jury. It is,” added he, “ a mockery to 
“ continw the Trial by Jury, and yet to de- 
“ prive an injured person of the effect of 
" a verdict after it had been given in his 

" favour.”J-One of the arguments, u.sed 

in defencekjf this clause, wa.s, that the 
Judges of Ireland were impartial and up¬ 
right. Of the fact Iiere stated I chop.se to 
say nothing ; but, the argument,^f good for 
any thing at all in this case, would be, at 
least, equally good as applied to England, 
where the .ludges are not certainly less 
impartial and upright than they are in 
Ireland. Yet, Pkiglish reader, are you 
prepared to resign the Trial by Jury ? Are 
you prepared to be content to leave it to 
the Judge to .sa)% wlietlier yen shall, or 
.shall not, have the beiicftt of a verdict in 
your favour, w lien complain of inju¬ 
ries sustained from magistrates and others, 
acting under the pretence of law 't Would 
you be content to live in such a state ? 
Would yoir risk your life, rather than lose 
the enjoymentsorsuch a state? Answer me 
not, 1 beseech you, by urging tin; necessity 
cflbe law. That is a matter yet to be 
discussed, and then we shall inquire wltence 
ilie dire necessity has* arisen. But, I -ani 
now merely tlescrihing the stEfte, the «o- 
tunl stale of the people of Ireland, in order 
that we may form a correct judgment as 
to what w'ould be likely to be their line 
of conduct in case of an invasion of their 
coiiniiy by a French arinj'. And I ask you 
how yon think yoa slnvuld feel,if you were 

living in sucli a stater-Upon the clause, 

intended to protect the magistrates againsc 
the verdict of Juries, Sib John Newpout 
related two instances of the conduct of the 
persons in authority in Ireland, which will 
bring the .scene a- little closer before our 
eyes. “ The one,” he said, " w as that 
" of a merchant who was thken up cn 
"suspicion, J 00/100/. bail was offered iov 
‘I his appear,ince at the necessary lime ; 
“ this was refused, the man's business was 
" reined for want of his own presence to 
" conduct it, and he became a bankrupt. 
" 1 le afterw-ards went out to America ; he 
" carried with him tlie di.sca.se of the mind 
" which had thus been occasioned, be- 
“ came melancholy, h’.s*sen.ses tfere de- 
V ranged, and he made a*i attempt upon 
“ his life. Another person was *appre* 
2 E 2 . 
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^jeu'leJ ill the county of Tipperary, be- 
“ cause lie vv^s guilty of having apiece of 
French manuscript in his pockcl, and by 
" order of the Slierifl’ he WAS FLOG- 
“ (iJiD, because tlie Sherilf in his extreme 
loJ(U zeal concliuied that the manuscript 
“ must be seditious, or it would not have 
“ been written in I'rencli, a lanspiage ickich 
't he (lid not understand. He tliorelore iii- 
'' treated genileinen to look a little at the 
“ other sidej to feel a little for the injured 
'• individual as well as for the erring nia- 

" gislraies." - These arc Sin John Niivv- 

poht’s own words, uttered in the House of 
Commons/ The two sufferers he declared 

to be " worthy individuals.” -Now, then, 

English reader, I will not ask you how 
you would like this, for tliere is no man 
who can like to be flo^aed; but, I will ask ! 
you, how you would like to be liable to it ? 

I will ask you how you think you should 
feel disposed, if, upon complaining of 
treatment of this sort, a juiy were to give 
a verdict in your favour, and the judge were 
to nullify that veidiet, it appearing to him 
that there w'as “probable cause” foi; flog- 

ging you ?-No, no ; I retract: i do not 

ask you this question. 1 will not insult 
you by asking you how you .should /re/upon 
an occasion, the very idea of which now 

makes my own blood boil in iny veins.'-- 

It is odd : it will scarcely be believed that 
the coincidence is not feigned ; but it is 
really so, that at the very moment when 1 
was finishing the last sentence (Wednes¬ 
day, 12 o’clock), a letter from London in¬ 
formed me of the result of the Trial, in the 
action of Mu. Clikford against JIuandon 
for false-impi isoninent; and informed me 
also, of the singular circumstances (which 
W'ill, I trust, be published at full length) 

of that ‘Trial.-Now, Etiglisli reader,' 

how do you think that Irishmen, upon 
hearing these circumstances related, must 
feel ? Will not the result of this trial, 
considering its peculiar circumstances, 
revive in their minds “ thoughts that- 
" burn ?” How slrould you feel, if you 

were in th?ir situation ?-Such, then, is 

the slate of Ireland. It is useless to*dwell 
longer upon this part of the subject. Hav¬ 
ing described the law, under which the 
people of Ireland live, the English Veader 
W'ill want nothing more to enable him to 
judge of the nature of their situation ; and, 
then, he has next to consider, how the 
people of Ireland, while in such a state, 
|ire likely to acti in the case of an iwasion 
of their country, on the part of the ‘French. 
-It was, when this law was passed, as- 


.serted, in the House of Commons, that 
there was a French party in Ireland. If 
that was really the case, there can he no 
doubt (if the said party be still in exist¬ 
ence) how a part, at Icasa, of the people of 
Ireland would act. Hut, tlio question I 
wish to put to my readers is this: 
whether they think that the ))eople of 
Ireland, in gener.il, will, or will not, feel' 
disposed to fly,to arms, and to risk their 
lives, in difence cf that stale of things, in 
which they now lire ? -To tliosc, who an¬ 

swer in the affirmative; to tlmse who think 
it likely, that the people of Ireland would 
venture their lives in defence ol'whatl have 
been describing, lest U’me should fall upon 
them ; to those, who tl.ink thus, 1 have no¬ 
thing further to say, e.Ncept, indeed, thisj, 
that the law, of which I have been speak¬ 
ing, inu.st be unnecessary, secifig that even it 
is not regarded a.s sufficient to induce the 
people to join the army of an invader. 
Hut,*to those, if there he any such, who 
fear, tiiat all is not (juiie sound in Ireland ; 
to those who fear, that there arc, notwith¬ 
standing the smooth surface of the poli¬ 
tical sea, all the materials of a storm 
in e.xistencc, and that those mab^rials 
are daily and hourly increasing in quan¬ 
tity and in their destroying powers; to 
those who fear, that, if an invasion by the 
J’rench were to take place, such, invasion 
would, as things now statid, meet but with 
a faint resistance, at best, from the great 
body of the people, who, be it observed, 
are, by law, diable'to have their arms 
taken from them by the magistrates; to 
those, who may fear, in'short, that Ireland 
is not “ fortified in the swords, and in the 
“ hearts, of her peopleto such persons, 
ifany such there be, I have some,pbserva- 
tion.s to offer, kiust, as to the constantly 
pleaded necessity of the rigorous laws, of 
which I have been speaking; and se¬ 
condly, as to the means of removing such 
necessity, supposing it to exist, and there¬ 
by of fortifying Ireland in the swords, and 

in the hearts, of her people.- Whence, 

then, has this dire necessity arisen ? The 
present set of ministers and their prede¬ 
cessors of the Pitt school have had the 
management of the nation’s affairs for the 
last nearly thirty years. They have, ex¬ 
cept forabout fifteen months, never expe¬ 
rienced ahy interruption. They have done 
with the whole of our means what seemed 
gooff to tbeih ; and, therefore, upon all 
sound niajrtms bf ipolitics, we have a right 
to look to them for the cause of this at once 
shameful and dangerous necessity. It is 
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sometimes pretencletl, that the law, of 
whicii I have been speaking, is levelled 
solely at certain desperate individuals; 
anti, that the grejt body of the people oi 
Ireland are perfectly loyal and well-dis¬ 
posed ; but, that this is not sincerely said 
is but toomanilest from the provision rela¬ 
tive to the verdict of juries; for, the od.w/s- 
ness of that chulse was confessed by Mr. 
Perceval him-self, though* he still con¬ 
tended for its necessity. And, such was 
the opinion entertaiiied of juries,- that it 
was flatly stated, that. “ if this clause was 
“ omitted, the whole of the bill might as ivell 
“ be thrown oulf Tsovv^it nurst be clear to 
every one, that, if this was the case, the 
(.’pinion must have been, that a very large 
portion of persons in the niiddling ranks 
of life w?s ititeted with dangerous prin¬ 
ciples and dc-signs. Indeed, nothing short 
of such a ))ersuasion could have induced 
any minister to think of such a measure, 
which measure must, of itself, operate as a 
most powerful encouragement to any ene¬ 
my, entertaining intentions, or wishes, to 
invade the country. What must neces¬ 
sarily have been the opinion of Napoleon, 
as to fTie slate of Ireland, as to the disposi¬ 
tion ’of the people of Ireland, when he 
read the law, of which we have been 
speaking, and the parliamentary debates 
.connecled with that law ? Indeed, he has 
taken care not to keep his opinion, upon 
this subject, a secret; for, in answer to 
Mr. Canning’s paper about Spain, he most 
significantly observes. That we have no 
more to do with his measures with regard 
to the people of Spain, than he has to do 
with our measures with regard to the people of 
Ireland. He did not lose, I’ll warrant him, 
one wmrd*of what was said in parliament 
about the French Party In Ireland; and, 
he is too wise not to know, that his asto¬ 
nishing victories, and the other events that 
have occurred within the last two j'ears, 
are not of a sort to work a diminution, 
either in the numbers or the hopes'of such 

party_What* then, is to be done ? Do 

we hope, that Ireland can be kept in this 
slate untilpeaceis made ? What folly ! Just 
as if the enemy, in making peace with us, 
would not take into account this very si¬ 
tuation of Ireland. Just as if, in all his 
calculations respecting our means, he did 
not look upon Ireland as a burden, rather 
than as a source of strength.* Just as if, 
in short, he did not look,ui:^n Ireland a.s 
one of hi.s best allies. He might find him¬ 
self deceived ; but that this is his opinion 
•» very dear; and, it is not less dear^ that, 
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while Ireland remains in it< present-state, 
there can be no liupcg of anv peace with 
Napoleon, that sl.all not lie feller of dan¬ 
ger than a continuance of ilie war.-We 

may', as I before ob.servcd, be angry vitli 
the Iiish because about five mill ions of them 
continue to be alive; we may bate them 
and curse them ; we may 'visli their island 
sunk to the bottom of the sea; but, still 
they live, jtnd live they will. We can not 
annihilate them; we cannot get them out 
of the way of the French ; no, nor can we, 
by all the means that we are masters of, 
prevent them, in ca.se of an invasion of 
their counify, from taking that side, to 
which their opinions, or their feelings, 
invite them. It is, therefore, as useless to 
be angry with them as it would be to be 
angi-y with thunder and li«htning. Our 
anger can have no good efl'ect, and it may 
have a had one. Hut, from whatever 
cause it has proceeded, so it is, that, in all 
the countries of the continent, threatened 
by the French, every rnean.s of defence 
has been re.sorled to, save that of conciliat¬ 
ing the Jrcojde. In all these countries im¬ 
mense, armies, magazine.s; all sorts of forti¬ 
fications; every tiling is piovidi d, except 
the. good will of the people ; the defenders 
have Jiad every thing for them, except the 
hearts of the persons to he defended. The go¬ 
vernments of the.se several .states having nu¬ 
merous armies, have n«t only disregarded 
the feelings d the people, but seem to have 
studiously sought means of exciting tho.se 
feelings against them.. Upon the fall of 
Louis XVI. pf France, the advocates for 
“ strong government,” alias, (>r.spotism, 
soon found out, that tlie unfortuiiate Louis 
owed his ruin to the mildness of his govern¬ 
ment and the kindness'oi his ow» dispo¬ 
sition; and, of course, that the way to 
prevent revolutions, was not to have a 
mild government or a kind prince. Upon 
this maxim most of the old governments 
seem to have acted. The consequences 
are before us. Experience has, at last, 
convinced all those, who are* not quite 
blinded by their selfish passions, that the 
people of no countiy are in love with des¬ 
potic sway ; that, as often as occasion 
oilers, rfiey will gladly rid thOhiselves of 
such .s'ivay ; and that, in the words of my 
motto, a large country, not fortified in the 
swords, and in the heart.s, of the people, 
cannot be defended. Siu Willi.am Tem¬ 
ple, OIK of the most wortfiy as well as 
most vMie men that this, country can 
buast of having given birth to, telhs us, 
that “ standing force^, or guards in con- 
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" stant pay, were no where used by law- of opening all the ranks of the Army to mr 
“ ful princes in fheir, native or hereditary Roman Catholic fellow-suhjecis. I did not, 
“countries, but only by conquerors, in .however, mean to confine myself within 
••subdued provinces, or usurpers at home; the very narrow bounds ^of that measure ; 

“ and were a defence asaiiist SUliJKCTy, btr, it appears very clearly to me, that 
“not against ENEM lliS.” Lord Bacon ?nr/t7/than is contained in tlsat inca- 
lias the same sentiment. He tell.s us, that sure ought to be denic, I think that all dis- 
“ A ineicenarv army is the fittest to invade uhililies whatever ought to he removed 
“ a country, but a militia” (an arming <d’ from the [{onian Catholics of t'ne whole 
the people in his time) “ the fiUest to dc- kingdom ; that'they ought to he capable 
•'fend it; becau.se the first have estates to of being Judges, Privy-Counsellor.s, iSl em- 
“ get, and the latter to protect.” How hers of both Houses of P.iriiament, and, in 
strongly have the maxims of thc.se gJcsjt sliorl, ought to be placed upon the same 
nicn been*verified in the events of the footing as the Presbyterians, vcho, it is 
last eighteen years! Tlie whole of the mi- very well known, fi]!, by means of an an- 
litary "powers of Europe fell upon Prance mial bill of indemnity, any of ihc.se si- 
at once, while we a.ssailed her on her liiations. It needs no reasoning to eon- 
shores, and this, too, at a moment when vince us, ih ii the people of lidam!, five- 
lier government was broken up, and her sixths, perhaps, of w hom iwe Koman Ca- 
army dissolved. Yet did France, “ forli- tbolicas, must feel sore, ifiat they will feel 
“ fied in the swords, and in the heas ts, of .sore, that tiiey w ill an;! mu.st lo<;k upon 
“ hcrpeoplc,” defend herterritories against ihemkdves a.s an injured |)eopli, and that 
• all her numerous assailants; w hom she, their conduct will he tliat ol’a pe<!ple w ho 
with lier raw militia, not cnl}? repulsed, think tliemselves injured, as long as this 
but, become assailant in her turn, finally system of ex< lusdon shall be adliercd to; 
subdued. She defended her.self witliout and especially now, wlien they t'c, that 
the aid of .scarcely any regular forces; what has been positively refused to {hem, 
and her soil was never dishonoured by solely uj-on the all. dgtd giouiu! of ilieir 
the fe«!t of foreign mercenaries. Bui, iii lu ing Ucman Catholics, has Iteeiv grained 
her works of invusion, slic has en)p,'()yed to Ctrninns, and to other foreigners, not- 
incnofall nations; and, .she has, 1 liare ^wiiiisiiuiding//’aV«/so A’ow/oa Cailii;- 
say, found them to be the Gitesi I'or the lies. This is .so manii'e.'it,; this is so pal- 

work.-Is it nof, then, inadne.'^s to the pablc ; tills carrie.s conviciic-n .so directly 

last degree, to suppose, that,, in an hour to every mind ; that it is impo.ssible for it 
of invasion, Ireland tan be defended, not to excite in the Irish liornaii f hiiho- 
nnless in that defence,-the hearts of the lies feelings u:uch easier to part.eip...re in 
people are engaged Is it jxjssible for than to destrti.):'. l.et^hi' Fhigliih reade.', 
anymanto believe, liiat, if Ireland we re for one moment, place him .elf in the si- 
invaded ^y only thirty thousand French, luation of an Irish Catholic ; let him eon- 
our troops would Ije able, at once to beat side r himself and his i’amily cxt'luded fiein 
those Ftench and to keep the people, in | ali military honours, cm account of iiis In - 
awe, if the latter were to prove disaf-j iiig a Cathclie, whiic he, is taxed to p.iy 
fected ? No man can Leheve this. ISce- j (tueigii Caiholies incur military service ; 
ing, then, that, as things nirw ssimd, an let the Efigli.sii rcadi r hut .so con. iiler hl;.'- 
invasion of Inland by the French might self for one mornenl; let him jnit himsch, 
be productive of infinite injury to F.ng-. in thi.s rtapt et, in tlse place of the bi ii 
land as well a.s to Ireland, and might, in- Catholic; and then let ,him .ciy, how he 
deed, be tfie cause of our utter extiimtion as should ft el disposed, in case of an invasion 

an independent people; ami, .veciilg ilmt 1 of Ireland by the French.-What, then, 

this danger Ls'iiot (if what has been .siiid is the aoMC of tlii.: syslcm of evclu.sioii ? 
above be correct) to be avoided by bVn/are we exposed to such danger, from 
rjgonws measure.s towards the iri.sh, let us an invasion oflrciaud r for u hat is it that 
seriously consider wbalcaii be done, in we are obliged to keep so great a force in 
order to do away the “ lu-ench party” by Ireland ?» What is the real cause of tins 

means of conciUation. - h\ my just, at our enormous expeRce, and emr danger 

|j. 840,1 expressed my intention to show, from withirt as wadi as from without' 
^ in the- prese^ Number, h6w, in jone re- The cause isVU^t ilie people of Ireland 
spect, the Ifish people might be conci- are in the state above described ; but, 
liatefl', atloding to the adoption of fhe what is l be cuu.se of thatThe cause <>1 
measure, proposed, ,by the late miiiisiry, that is, that, as it was aliedged in parlia- 



^77] DECEMBER P, imQ.—Sanser to iTclmd. [878 


xnent, there is a French party in Ireland ? 
And, as love ot the French is, in this case, 
synonymous vrith hatred of their present 
governinent, is it not reasonable to suppose, 
that one, at least,*of the causes of that ha- 
ticd, is, the system of exclusion ; that sys¬ 
tem, which so cruelly wounds the feelings 
of all ranks of the Catholics, who do, in 

fact, compose the people of Ireland ?- 

How happy wmuld that day be, both for 
England and Ireland, which should sec 
removed this endless source of envy, Ira- 
tred, and malice; which would unite all 
liearts in defence of the country ; which 
would put an end to all civil broils ; and 
which would render unnecessary one half, 
or more than one half of our military force, 
more than one half of that force, which now 
costs us tvven^ millions of pounds sterling 
a year ! And why does not this day 
come ? Why sliouhl it not be the first, 
tlie very first, day of the next session of 

parliament ? IVlty should it not r-In 

discussing this cjucstion, we must go back 
to the epoch of Lord Howick’s Bill; that 
is, to the spring of 1S07. Upon the sub¬ 
ject of that bill, and in answer to the truly 
hei’lwh howl of “ no Popery,” I addressed 
twoietters to Mit. Perceval. Part of 
what was said in those letters I shall now 
repeat, without much alteration, to which 
I shall- add such observations as sceih 
to be cailtd for by tlie circumstances, 
in which we are now placed, and which 
dilfer from the circumstances of 1807, 
only as they more loudly call for 

measures of cejneiliation.-At the 

cpocli now referred to, the ministry 
liad just been changed, a dissolution of 
parlianieot had taken place, a new parlia¬ 
ment l»d met, a Speech i'rom the throne 
had been made, and in that Speech, as 
well as in divers Addresses sent to tlic 
king, great stress had beei< laid upon cer¬ 
tain “ Oklications,” under which tlie 
family on the throne possessed that throne. 
The object of this was to create and spread 
abroad, abelidf, that the kin" could not give 
his consent to the proposed ?ncasure in favour 
qf the Irish Catholics, without violating the 
compact, in virtue of which his family was 
exalted to the throne of this kingdom. This 
notion was inculcated with all imaginable 
zeal and activity by the faction which had 
just then succeeded to the otlices and 
emoluments of the .state. Jlow lalse the 
notion was; how hypoyitieal the con¬ 
duct of those by whom it w’as propagated, 
we shall now see ; and, 1 trust, the reader 
will be .coOviaced, that there never did 
• ». » 


exist any obligation' to prevent the king 
from giving his assent to that measure of 
conciliation for whith I am an advo¬ 
cate, and which, I am satisfied would en¬ 
able us to dispense with one half our 
present military force,-Of the obliga¬ 

tions, under which the crown is held, 
wc have, in varying phraseology, heard 
much, from dilfcTcnt de.scriptions of men, 
since the agitation of the cjucstion re¬ 
specting llie catholics. The course of 
reasoning with all of them is this: That 
“ the placing of the crown upon the heads 
“ of His Maje-sty’s illustrious [iimily was, 

“ at the time, and has been and will be, 

" in its conseijuences, the greatest of na- 
“ tional blessings ; tliat the only prin- 
" ciples which produced that inestimable 
“ blessing were, (he maintenance of th« 
" predominance of the Church of England, 

“ as by law cstablislieJ, and tha preventing • 
" of every thing tending to re-exalt tha 
“ Roman Catholic Church ; that I.ord 
“ Hovvick’.s l)ill woviKl have tended to re- 
“ exalt liu; Ronia'i Catholic Church, and 
“ woAiId tlicrcby have sapped tb« predo- 
'‘ miiiance of the Church of England ; 
“ and, therefore, that Ijord Howick’s,bill 
" w as contrary to the principles, which 
“ placed the crowm upon the heads of His 
“ Majesty’s iiiustrious family a con¬ 
clusion perfectly correct, and indeed self- 
evident, if vve adinij; the premises ; but, 
except as far as is contained in the first 
proposition, (with whlc%l pre.sume not to 
meddle) all those premises i think that 
even 1 am able to disprove. Who that 
was a stranger to our laws ^nd histoiy, 
would not, upon hearing the language of 
the Speech, and of the divers addresses 
to llic King, recently deiivcredj^' imagine, 
that,\viicn the crown of this kingdom was 
(ransierred from the Stuarts to the Uuelplis, 
the .sole condition with the hatter was, that 
they should .v/f 'er no relarniion in the then 
existing laws relating to the Homan Catho¬ 
lics ? To hear these addresses, and, in¬ 
deed, to hear the language o[all those that 
oj)j)osed the late ministry, or tiiat intend to 
support the pre.sent ministry, who would 
#not suppose, that the revolution in the 
reigp of Javnes II., was pioduced by a 
di.sj:>ute about religion solely ; and, that 
the crown was transferred to the present 
family merely for the sake of preventing 
the return 6f pa[»al j>ovver or inRueiice ? 
Yet nothing can be further from the truth, 
Popts[i bigotry, was only a paVt, and .a 

* May, 1807. 



S7?l POLITICAI. REGISTER.— to Ireland. 

verysii:r.ll part, of the objections whicl. "VIII. By Prosecutions in theCourtof 
the people of Eivrland ha.l to that king. " King;^ Bench, tor Matters anil Causes 
who was a wilful obstinate tyrant, with- “ cognizable only in Parlianicnt; an 
out the cunning, which some’ tyrants of '' by divers other arbitrary and illegal 
more .inveterale basene.ss, have to dis- " Courses. 

guise their rapacity and their cru'hlty. » IX. Andwliereasoflateycarspar- 
That he vvas a real bisiot ami no%omte, “ lial, cotrupt, and unqualified persons 
there can be litlle lioiibt; and, the nation » have been relumed and sened on Junes, 
would liave done well in getting rid of » and Trinh, particularly divers Jurors 
him, if he had Lad no other fault; for he ■« in Triabjor High Treason, which were 
W'as beginning to crowd his court and the “ not Freeholders. 

countiy wiili greedy foreigners, under the “X. And excessive Bail hath been 
name of prio is, and under whatever name " required ot Persons committed in crirni* 
they riiiglu^c onic, they vvejc, and in all io tiude the Beutfit qf ihe hawSy 

cases must be, a grievous curse to any " niade/or the Liberty oj the Subj cts. 
nation. But, that his crimes were not " XI. And excessive fines have been 
eonfined to tyranny in religious matters, “ imposed ; and illegal and cruel punish- 
will inanifcsiiy iqipear from the following “ ineiifs have been inflicted. 

List of them as reciirded in that famous “ XII. And several Grup.U and Pro- 
act of parliament, which was passed in “ mists made <if Lines and lorjeiturts, before 
the first year of the reign of William and ” any Contklion or Judgment against the . 
Mary, and wliich is commonly called the “ Persons, upon whom the same were to be 
Jiitl'of liiijits. ' “ levied. 

• " Whereas the lale King James the Se- " All which arc utterly and directly 
“ cond, by the Assislaiite of divers evil ‘‘ contrary to the known Laws and^Sta- 
" Coiinsellor.s, Judges, and I\Iini.stcrs- eni- “ tutes, and Freedom of this Realm. 

“ ployed by him, did endeavour to subvert Such were the crimes of Janies II.' 

and" extirpate the Protestant Religion, Whether, in any other reign, laws have 
" and the Laws and Liberties of this been dispen.sed with, or suspended : whe- 
" Kingdom. ther, in any other reign, money have been 

“ 1. By assuming and exercising a levied, or expended (which is exactly the 
“ Vowv.t oJ'disjKnsing with'Am\ suspending of -rtnie thing) for other purposes than those 
“ Laws, and the Execution of Laws with- for which it was granted ; whether the 
" out Consent id’ Parliament. (reedoni ol elections of menibers to serve in 

II. Ily‘ coinBiiuing and prosecuting parliament has, no matter how, been vio- 
“ diveivs wot by Prelates, for liumbly pe- lateii; whether there have been any^ 

“ titioning to be excused from concurring packed juries, especially, for the trial ot 
“ to the sai^l assumed Power. those who were charged with crimes con- 

" III. By i.ssui)ig and caur.ing to be iiected with politics ; whether the laws 
“ executedji Conitiiission under the Great for the protection of peisenal liberty have 
" Seal for erecting wCouHt, called. The been eluded, and men kept in prXon for 
“ Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiastical years without aiijr trial, from first to last; 

•' Causes. whether fines and forfeitures have been 

»IV. By Ijcvying Money for and to held out as inducements to every man to 
"the Use of the Crown, by Pretence of betray and to sw'car against his neighbour j 
“ Prerogative, for other Time and in other whether these, things have taken place in 
" Manner, than the same was granted by dny other reign, I must leave those who are 
" Parliament. , better acquainted with .such* matters than 

" V. By raising and keeping a Stapd- I am, to say ; but, 1 think, it must be al- 
“ ing Array .within this Kingdom in Time lowed, that, when we see they existed in 
of Peace, without Consent of Parlia- the reign of James II, we need seek for 
** nil lit, and eyiartcring Soldiers contrary no other cause of his being dri'i'en from 
*' to Law. his throne. That he was a bigot, and 

" VI. By causing several good Sub- that the chqrcli, so soon after the days of 
" jeets, being Protestants, to be di.sarmed, popery, were justly alarmed, is true ; but, 

" at (he same time when Phpists were that his other, crimes were of a much 
*' both armed and employed contrary to greater magryiuri^, we need only read the 
« J.aw. • * list of them to be satisfied. And,.as to 

• » VII. BY VK^ILATING THF'; FREE- . the Declaration of Rights, which follow the 

« DOAl *OF ELECTION OF MEMBEIiS above list of crimes, not a singks word 
« TO SERVE IN PARLIAMENT. , » , 
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«lo they contain upon the subject of re¬ 
ligion. 

“ I. That the pretended Power of sus- 

pending of Laws, or the Execution of 
“ Laws, by regal .‘Authority, without con- 
« .sent of Parliament, is illegal. 

“ II. That the pretended Power of dis- 
“ pensing with Laws, or the Execution of 
“ Laws, by regaPAuthority, as it hath been 
“ as.sume« and exerci-sed of late, is illegal. 

" III. That theCommissionfor erecting 
“ the late Court of Commissioners for Ec- 
“ clesiasticalCauses, and allotherCommis- 
" sionsandCourtsoflikeNaturc, are illegal 
“ and pernicious. 

“ IV. That levying Money for or to the 
“ Use of the Crown, by Pretence of Prero- 
" gative, without Grant of Parliament, for 
" longer Time„or in other Manner than 
“ the same is or shall be granted, is il- 
“ legal. 

“ V. That it is the Right of the Sub- 
“ jects to petition the King, and all Com- 
" milmetits and Prosecutions for such pe- 
“ titioning are illegal. 

“ VI. That the rai.sing or keeping a 
“ Standing Army within the Kingdom in 
“ tiniWrf Peace, unless it be with consent 
“ of Parliament, is against law. 

“ VII. That the Subjects which are 
“ Prolestanis, may have Arms for their 
“ DelV nce-suiiable to their Conditions, and 
“ as allowed by Law. 

“ Vlll. That Elections of Members of 
" Parliament ought to fie free. 

“ JX. That the Freedom of Speech, 
“ and Debates or 1^-occedings in Parlia- 
“ ment, ought not to be impeached or 
“ questioned in any Court or Place out of 
" Parliament. 

“ X. That excessive Bail ought not to 
“ be required, nor excessive Fines im- 
“ posed; nor cruel and unusual Punish- 
“ ments inflicted. 

“ XL That Jurors ought to be duly 
" impannelled and returned, and Jurors 
“ which pass sentence upon Men in Trials 
“ for High TreaSon ought to be Free- 
“ holders. 

“ XII. That all Grants and Promises 

of Fines and Forfeitures of particular 
" Persons before Conviction are illegal 
" and void. 

" XIIL And that for Redress of all 
*' Grievances, and for amending, strength- 
“ ening, and preserving of .the Laws, 
" Parliaments ought to^ h^ld fre- 

*' quently.’’ * 

These were the principles, which pro¬ 
duced the revolution of J 088; and, though 


the maintenance of the protestant esta¬ 
blished church makes a part of them, it 
is, as I said before, a ^ery inconsiderable 
part. The. people of England saw, that, 
unless they overset the power of James JI 
they must become slave.s, and, thereforei 
they drove him, and most justly, from the 
throne. Whether they acted wisely a.s to 
the appointing of his succes.sor, is a que.s- 
(ion which I pretend not to discuss— ■ . 
Out of thesi principles grew the j4ce of 
ikillanent, as it is usually called, which 
was passed in the second year of the reign 
of William and Mary, and whic^j w'as oc¬ 
casioned by the prospect of a total want of 
heirs to the crown from either Queen Mary 
or the Princess Anne, atterwards Queen 
Anne. By ibis act, which is entitled an 
act \'or limiting the crown, it was placed up¬ 
on the beads of his Majesty’s family ; and, 
let us see, therefore, what were the princi¬ 
ples by which it was so placed, and what 
were the conditioii.s, and « obligations," to 
use the word of the Speech, under ivhich 
it was to be held. Let us see if there was 
any obligation,either expressed orimplied, 
that no relaxation should, thereafter, take 
place, under any circum,st:uice.s whatever, 
in the laws and regulations relative to the 
Roman Catholics; but, first, let us fix w'ell 
in our diemory, that the act we are about to 
V]uol,e was, “ an act for the further limita^ 

“ tion of the crown, and ^ better securing the 
“ rights and liberties qf the subject," saying, 
in its title at least, not a single word about 
cither tlieprotestant or the popish religion. 
This act, after providing, that the king or 
queen in future should take the co[onatioM 
oath, as presci ibed by a former act of par¬ 
liament, of which oath I shall speak by-and- 
by, it proceeds to make the following fur¬ 
ther provisions for " securing the religion, 

“ law-s and liberties of the kingdom.” 

" That whosoever shall hereafter come 
“ to the Possession of this Crown, shall 
“ join in Communion with the Church of 
" England, as by Law'e.stablished. 

“ That in case the Crown am^ Imperial 
“ Dignity of this Realm shall hereafter 
“ come to any Person, not being a Native 
" of tins Kingdom of England, this Nation 
" be not^ obliged to engage in an^ War for 
“ the Difence qf any Dominions or Territo* 

" ries which do not belong to the Crown qf 
“ England, without the consent of Purlia- 
“ ment, * 

" That after the said Limitationshall take 
" effect’aj aforesaid, no Person born'out qf • 
" tjie Kingdoms of England*, Scotlant^, or 
“ Ireland, or the Dominions thereunto it- 
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longing {althiwgb he be nuiwralized or 
“ made a Denizen, except such as are bom 
“ qf English ParentsJ shall be capable to be 
“ qf the Privy Council, or a Member qf 
** eilh^ House of Parliament, or to eryoy 

" ANY OFFICKOR I’LACE OFTRUST, 

« EITHER CIVIL OR MIIJTARY, or 

to h(we any Grant qf Zjunds, lenenteiits, 
or Jlerediiaments, from the Crown, to him- 
“ self or to any other or others in Trust for 

" « THAT NO PERSON WHO HAS 
« AN OFIICE OR PLACE OF PROFIT 
« UNDER 'i llE KING, OR RECEIVES 
« A PENSION FROM THE CROWN, 

« SHALL RE CAPARLE OF SERVING 
» AS A MEMRj-R OF THE HOUSE OF 
« COMMONS. 

“ And whereas the Laws of England are 
*• the BirlhrigtU of the People thereof, all 
. •• the Kings and (-iueens, who shall ascend 
« the Throne of this Realm, ought to ad- 
« minister the government of the same ae- 
•• cording to the said Laws, and all their 
« Officers and Ministers ought to serve 
«them respectively according , to the 
f same.” 

These were the principles which placed 
the crown upon the heads of his Majesty’s 
family j and here, and no where else, are 
we to look tor the obligalions,”'miAer 
which, as it is said in the Fjicech, ,the 
crown is held. It is true, that one of these 
obligations is, that the king shall join in 
communibn with the church of England ; 
but no cbligalicn is there expressed ; no 
obligation is there, implied, thai. the king 
shall refpse his assent to any law for bet¬ 
tering the condition of his Roman Catholic 

subjects.--1 have distinguished certain 

parts of this quotaW'on by italic character^; 
and 1 aM{, whether this natihn has not been 
obliged to in wars for the defence of 

dominions which do not belong to the crown of 
England, without the previous consent (for 
any other cc?;seJ 2 t is i:b.^iii d) cf even modern 
parliaments i I asit, whether foreigners have 
not been suffered to fit offices tf trust, and of 
emoltanent, civil and military 1 ksk, whe¬ 
ther no person who has an opitc' or place of 
profit under the king, or receives a pension 
from the c^own, is capable qf serving as a 
memher of the House of Commons ? ' 1 shall 
be told, that this latter part of the provi¬ 
sions above quoted has been repealed by a 
subsequent act qf parliaft)ent; but this 
only she^Sj that, mhss the repeal was a most 
, darmg'violaticd of tlte rights qf the people, 
the repeal of tto law relative to the Ron^an 
Githolics cm be Iteld a* any ve^y daring via- 

• . C 
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lation. If this, the far most important, in 
•ray opinion, of all the obligations,” 
under which the crown was held, could be 
done away by an act of parliament, why 
could not any other of ilft obligations be done 
away by tlie same authority ? There is, 
neither in the Act of Settlement, nor in any 
act of parliament now in existence, or that 
ever was in existence, no prohibition, no 
restriction whatever, with respett to a re¬ 
laxation of the laws relative to Roman 
Catholics. Upon what ground then, is it 
pretended, that the enabling of the king 
legally to promote Roman Catholics to any 
rank.s in the army and navy, would have 
hem contrary to foe “ obligations,” under 

which his crown is held I --Now, after 

what lies been said here, what are we to’ 
think of those persons, who pretend, that 
the king’s conscience would have been 
wounded, if he had given his consent to 
the measure of Lord Howitk ? To be sure, 
it is hardly possible to form an idea of any 
thing so base as this pretence. 'I'he heart 
in which it was engendered is equal to 
any thing, equal to a,‘iy species and any 
o.xtent of baseness.-Rut, there was ano¬ 

ther cry set up : “ the CHURCIl’t’ (good 
old Mother Church) " w'us in donijpr.*’ 
This infernal howl rang through the coun¬ 
try ; and the most ignorant part of the 
people w'ere made to believe, that tlie 
“ papisJies'^ were coining to rc-kindie the 
fires in Smilhliehl r 1 am not much of a 
tlif ologian ; not much skilled in the classi¬ 
fication of sins j but, in my judgment, if 
any act of man entitles him to everlasting 
torture, it must be such an act as that of 
which the " No Popery” crew were guilty 
in 1807, The Church in danger! Tiie 
Church is in much more dangoc from tin 
refusal to conciliate the Catholics, titan 
from the adoption of the measure pro¬ 
posed.-Let us, however, examine this 

matter more closely. Let us expose the 
hypocrisy of this cry, in,doing which I 
have merely to repeat the substance of 

what was before said upon the subject.- 

But, first of all, let me observe, that there is 
one que8tion,very material in this discussion, 
which seems to have been entirely over¬ 
looked, namely, whether the sapping of the 
predomi>iaiicc qf the Church qf England would 
be a national evil ? I, for my own part, 
should Vegret to see it sapped, and over¬ 
thrown, because I am persuaded, that it 
might easify^be restored, to its forniet 
purity an?l utnitjf; but, when yve see in 
what manner its benefices are but too 
generally beatowed j when w<^ look at the 



^5] DECEMBER d, 1809 .—Danger to Ireland. f SW 

endless list of xton-resident incumbents; should, if possible, havfe been shewn, that, 
when we see the fruits enjoyed by those’ at some time or other when England was 
of ils ministers W'ho perform none, or very under a Roman Cathohc church, England 
littlfe of the labour: when we compare the w’as in greater peril from without, or in 
solemn promises of the incumbents with greater misery within, than she is at this 
their subHequent practice when we see moment. All this, or some of it, at least, 
more than half of the people, who frequent should hare been shewn, previous to the 
ally place of worship at all, turning from raising of an outcry against Lord Howick’s 
the church to flie meeting-house: when hill, as a source of danger to*thechurch; 
we see all this, we must not'be very much because, to ^ut reasonable men on the side 
surprized, if there should be found many of its opponents, _ it was necessary to con- 
persons, who entertain doubts, at least, viiice them, that the thing, said to be in 
upon the question above stated; and, danger, was a thing the protecting and pre- 
therefore, previous to the clamour against eserving of v/hicii was of some iiyportance 

Lord Howick’s bill, as pending to sap the, to the good of the nation.-Taking it for 

predominance of the church, those doubts granted, however,that the churchestablish- 

should have been removed.-Viewing tnent, even as it now stands, with all its 

the church establislimenta.s connected with pluralities and absentees, is a thing worth 
the political staie of the country, it should, conlenling for, I cannot see how that' 
in like mariner, have been previously cslablishment could possibly have been 
shown, that this establishment has been, atiected by Lord Hovvitk’s bill; if that bill 
and is, conducive to the greatness of the had passed iir.o a law. It is now matter 
nation, the permanence of the throne, and of general notoriety, and it is matter of 
the freedom and happiness of the perrple. fact not to be denied, bst, that ia 1793, * 
It should have been shewn, that the several tlie pcv. er of granting connnissioiis to ca- 
persotts embodied under the church estab- tbolics? in the Irish army, was, law, 
lishnienl, ar e more jealous of the national given to the king, and that this law was 
character, than a liotiritn Catliolic (-lergy pas.sed with the approbation of Mi’. Pitt, 
woul’l have been ; we should have been tx- and of almost the wlioie of those who are 
ferretl to a time when tire Roman Catholic now in the ministry: 2il, that in It,01, Mr. 
clergy taiightpolitical doctrine moreslavish Ritl and Mr. Dundas went out of otiice, 

. tlian thafvvliicli has been, and is, taught by* being foflovvi d by Mr. Canning, Mr. Rose, 
the clergy of the pro.sent day ; vve .shcc.ld and others now in tlie ministry, because 
have been convinced, that, if the Romish tire king wouhl not consent to^the bring- 
churth iiad been re-exalted,itspriesls would, ingin of a bill, iniended to give the RomaLri 
in general, have excecdrxl our priests in Calliolics even seats in parliament, upon 
political sycopliuivy and eli ction jobbing; the bench, and in the p. ivy council ; .Sd, 
we should Irave been assured, tiiat an in- that in ISO!-, a law, broughr in by Mr. Pitt, 
stance, / mi/self ii'us a tuitness, of wa.s passed, authoriziug tire king to raise 

Doctor of Divinity otii ring for sale ii girnents of Roman Carholic finrigners, 
seals in '%'irtiarHetit', if not previouiiy tbs- t'> grant commissioJt.sr to foreiii^r^ Roman 
poscil of, as the price of some dy^nity in the Catliolic officers, to dispense with all oaths 
church, i.; otrly a specimen of wdiat we frorn them, except a simple oath of iulclity, 
should have seen in gross under the ri‘- and io quarter and station these regiments 
exaltation of the Romish church; vie in the heart of our counli-y; -tth, that «// 
should have been remirnlcd of a time, li.is the king had done tcithout any act qfpar- 
when, under a Rornish hierarchy, a state liantent to sanction it, and that tiie act of 
of parliamentary representation surpa.ssing ISO t, was, in (lart, .an act t<^ indemrltfy 
the present, exisK (I, Irearing in mind the" tJio.se advised him so to do ; .^th, 

fate of il/r, Madocks’s motion; something that, at tWrliine when this bill passed, 
should have been said, some ellbrt should every person now in the ministry was in 
have been made, to prove to us, either from povvey-, and that you as attoimey general 
experience or horn reason, that, under a (Mr. PrRCEv,\i.),inusti)aveexfimined.ifnot 
Romish hierarcliy, Englishmen would actuaily have drawn up, iliatbilb (ireatly 
have experienced soiuethiiig more than puzzled, therefore, must the world be to 
the income ta:v, thrtii the seiteti-years sirs- di.scover any* thing in the bill of Lord 
pension of the Habeas(^oi/us jicr, than the Howdek more dangerou| to t4ie church 
introduction of foreign troops, sometiiing than‘what was contained in the hill actu* 
more than what, for these twenty-three «lly passed with you ai?d your ^rresent 
years past, they have experienced ; it colleagues approbalioa. Ara I told, that. 
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to admit Roman Catholic foreigners, w'as 
not dangerous, because they could have no 
connection, or community of interests, 
with the Roman Catholics, whether priests 
or laity, in this country ? My answer is, 
that this distinction is done away by the 
act of 1793, which authorised the king to 
grant commissions to Roman Catholics 
serving in the Irish army ; so that, it the 
acts oi you and your colleagues were not 
hostile to the established churfch it is im- 
ossible that the bill of Lord Howick could 
ave been so.-But, waiving all argu¬ 

ment drawn from the example of Pitt and 
of yourself^ what did Lord Howick’s bill 
propose to do f To render it hvful for the 
king to grant, if ^e pleased, commissions to 
English and Irish Catholics, through the 
whole of the several ranks of the army 
and the navy, and to insure, by law, the 
free exercise of his worship, to every 
Roman Catholic soldier or sailor. It is. 
Sir, beyond my powers of penetration to 
discover any danger, even the most re¬ 
mote, that could, from such a law, have 
arise)#to the church of Englanch; and, 
especially when 1 take into view the well- 
known facts, t^t the king, without any 
such law, has long granted commissions to 
his Roman Catholic subjects, and that the 
Roman Catholic soldiers and sailors ard, and 
long have been, freed from all restraint,as 
to the exercise of their worship. Besides, 
suppose the bounds to have been extended 
by this law*, it rested wholly with the king, to 
appoint or not appoint, to promote or not 
promote, to cashier or not cashier, any, 
and every, Roman catholic, either in the 
army or the navy ; so that, if there was 
any danger at all in the extension, it must 
have consisted solely in the possibility of* 
the hinge’s not being guided by wisdom in 
the choice and pronwtion of his officers. 
But, even in this case, where shall we look 
for the source of danger to the church f 
In what way. could this bill, a bill intended 
merely to extend the operation of the king’s ’ 
pleasure, as to promotions in the army and 
navy, or rattier, to render thM|oeraOon of 
that pleasure legal j in whatv^^Piould such 
a law endanger the safety of the church 
establishment.? It gave nothing to thp Ro¬ 
man catholic priests or bishops, either in 
authority, in name, or in money. It took 
nothing, either of power or emolument, 
from the church of England.* It left both 
churches just as tliey were before; and, if 
Uie church of Ehfland has experien^etl any 
danger^ from it* or does experience any 
slanger firom it, it is that Clanger which a 


false and hypocritical clamour seldom 
•fails, first or last, to bring down upon the 

heads of its inventors and promoters.- 

What, then,” some one will say, “•in- 
" duced somany oftheclcrgy of the church 
“ of England to send addresses against Lord 
" Howick’s bill r” That, Sir, which in¬ 
duces the crowds, that beset Whitehall, to 
address letters to the minister of the day : 
a desire to obtain money fordoing nothing. 
If the motive had been other than this; if 
any thing but the goal of preferment had 
been in view, the clergy would not have 
been so tardy in their opposition to the 
bill. If they had been animated by an 
anxiety for the preservation of the church, 
and had regarded the bill as dangerous to 
it, how came they not to petition the par¬ 
liament the moment the bill was brought 
in ? They never thought of any such 
thing. They let the bill go quietly on; 
nor. was it until the bill had been ivith- 
drawn, that they began to issue their godly 
fulminations against it. Nay, Sir, even 
this was not enough to overcome their 
propensity to be cautious; for they saw 
the ministry safely turned out, and even 
after that they wailed to see you wilh’-a ma¬ 
jority on your side, before they venfured to 
address their gracious and pious sovereign 
for his care in preventing the overthrow of 
•the church. It would be curious enough 
to see the list of those, who took the lead 
in these addresses; but, there needs no 
such list to make thijir motives evident to 

the world.-Hypocrisy, detestable in 

any man, is peculiarly 50 when met with 
under the gaib of a minister of religion ; 
and, therefore, the cry of “ no popeuy,” 
set up, or propagated, by too many of the 
clerg}^ must, first or last, ^receiv'd its just 
reward, in the natural consequences of 
general detestation. This is not the first 
set of priests, who have kindled a flame 
in the multitude ; and, as the usual con¬ 
sequence has, heretofore, been the de¬ 
struction of the kindler.s, let them beware. 
-Here I stopped in ISCfr. Let them be¬ 
ware/ I then said; and, I am very much 
deceived, if they will not very soon see 
reason to think, that my advice was sound. 

-It is, then, 1 think, clear, that there 

was no obstacle to the measure proposed 
by the !a|e mini.stry, other than the poli¬ 
tical intriguesof those, who wished to have 
their places. , lt is quite clear, that there ' 
was nothing' intkhat measure, hostile to the 
principles, whicli placed the king’s family 
upon the throne; that it had in it nothing 
dangerous to the Church; and^ in short, 
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that so far from granting too much to the 
Catholics, it contemplated the grant of. 
but a very small part of what might be 
safijy granted to them-There are, per¬ 

haps, otlier cau.ses»of discontent amongst 
tlie people of Ireland; but, we, surely, in 
our search after causes, need go no further 
than the system of exclusion ; that odious 
and invidious system, under which it is 
impossible .that they should be content. 
But, if this system was odious before, if it 
was grating to the souls of the Catholics to 
see Presbyterians, and all others but 
themselves, admitted to a share in all the 
oflices and powers and authorities of the 
government j if it wa* grating before, 
what must it be noty, when they see, not 
only a law passed, permitting the king to 
admit Roman Catholics, provided they be 
fjfcifptcrs, into rtie army, and to give them 
ra7i/c to any extent ; but, when they see, 
that he has so admitted them, and has 
been promoting and giving them honours 
in the service, without exacting from 
tltem that oath of abjuration, which is so 
rigorously exacted from the Irish Catho¬ 
lics What must be the feelings of an 
Irish .£!!>lhoiic upon contemplating this 

distinction ?-Reader, can you conceive 

why this distinction was made, and why 
it is adhered to ? The king’s conscience, 
we were told, by the precious hypocrites 
of 1807 ; the king’s conscience would not 
permit him to give his assent to a law’, 
ejiabling him to exercise his own pleasure 
in the promoting of Ifis Roman Catholic 
Subjects in the army ; his conscmice, they 
told us, would not ijTermit him to do this ; 
when (Oh ! the matchless knaves !) there 
was, at that same time, in existence, a 
law, to wijich the king had given his assent, 
enabling him to employ ami give rank to 
German (aye, to German !) and other 
foreign Roman Catholics in that same 
army, upon which law he had chearfully 
and cordially acted. Now, then, I leave 
you to say, if any thing ever was so de¬ 
testable as the co«duct of those men, who, 
in 1807, pretended that the late ministry 
made an attempt upon the conscience of 
the king ; and, it is, I think, impossible, 
that, sooner or later, that conduct should 

escape punishment.-'It is an^ insult 

to the king, of the most outrageous de¬ 
scription, to suppose, that “ scruples of 
“ conscience” prevented him from giving 
his alisent to a law, which .v^as to open 
the door of |)ramotioii at ahe »army to 
Roman Catholics who were his own sub~ 
jects,*viheu he had already given his assent 

i 
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to, and was acting upon, a law which hadl 
opened that door to Roman Catholics who 
were foreigners. Talk, of disloyalty, in¬ 
deed! In what light more odious than 
this is it possible for disloyalty, however 
inveterate, to place the conduct and dis¬ 
position of the king f But, this, as it has 
been well-observed in the Examiner of 
last Sunday, is after the manner of these 
men, who' always lug in the king ; who 
always endeavour to make him a party 
with them; and who thus, by impli¬ 
cation, identify opposition to themselves with 
disloyalty to the king. Yet, this device is 
not original ; for the reader wil? find, by 
a refeience to the Parliamentary History, 
in the reign of Charles II., that just so ; 
exactly in the same manlier, acted those 
men, who by an abuse of the king’s name, 
prepared the way for the expulsion of the 
family of Stuart. They, too, called them¬ 
selves exclusively, " the king’s friends,*" 
and, indeed, tiiey practised all those arts, 
which have, of late years, been so much 
in vogue, and which (lave brought us into 

our present perilous situation.-Enough 

has now, 1 think, been said to convince any 
impartial man of the necessity of concilia¬ 
tory measures towards the Irish Catholics,as 
the only meansof obtaining asMTcd^nccfor 
that now-vulnerable part of the kingdom. 

,In estimating our dangers, how large a 
part of them arises from Ireland every 
man capable of reasoning must perceive. 
In estimating our wants of forces Ireland 
is the grand item. In estimating our an¬ 
nual expences, Ireland again stands fore¬ 
most upon the list. Ought not some at¬ 
tempt to be made, then, to chan^ the si¬ 
tuation of Ireland ? And, will the in¬ 
triguing hypncriti^s sti[l tell us, that the 
king’s conscience stands in the way df such 

change ?-My object, for the reasons 

I have already stated, is not to promote a 
desire to see a change in the ministry, 
about which, unless a change of system 
he first openly avowed, I am quite in¬ 
different; but, at any rate, I wish to see 
Ireland conciliated, and that %pecdiiy ; 
for, withoutil^at, I am thoroughly con¬ 
vinced, there can be no safe defence, for 
any part of this kingdom, against the 
long-planed and persevering ^tempts of 
our enemy. 

CovENT Garden Theatre. -^Two rea¬ 

sons have hitherto prevented me front 
making the scenes at this place a subject 
of remat^ : the^/irst, that tin! Recisver ha# 
never melldled with theatrical mattei's ; 
and, the second, that tq obtain, at thitf dis- 
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'ttatice, correct mromation was difficult. 
*—The first impression upon my mind 
was, that the demand of Old l*rices was 
unreasonable, seeing that all things have 
so jnuch advanced in price ; and, besides, 
it appeared to me to be a violatum qf tlte 
rightt (f property to attempt to compel peo¬ 
ple <0 »eU mustainmait at the price pointed 
•Kt Ay the purchaser, who was at liberty to 
leave the commodity to others, if he did 
■ot choose to take it at the sailer’s price. 
—The argument of monopoly had some 
weight against this reasoning, though it 
did not appear to me conclusive against the 
Proprietors; nor did I care a straw about 
their account that was published, because 
whether they got more than six per cent., 
or not, appeared to me to have nothing at 

all to do with the matter.-As to the 

private boxes, considered as a source of m/i- 
moraHty, I do not think much of that, be¬ 
ing of opinion, that the quantity of immo¬ 
rality will be the same, whether those 
boxes be private or public. But, if it be 
correct (of which I can hardly doubt now) 
that the Construction of the Iloese pens 
op, drwes back, and degrades, the middling 
class of people, that appears to me to be a 
solid ground of objection ; and a ground, 
loo, upon which the audience have a full 
and complete right to make a stand ; be- 
cav)se, the liberty to act plays is not given* 
for the private advantage qf the players, but 
for the entertainment the public; and, it 
appears t‘o me, that those who act under 
the patent, have no more right to drive 
back and degrade the people, than has the 
minister, of any church, by appropriating 
all the convenient and comfortable and 
conspitaious parts of that church to the 
exclusive use of the rioh.-To this dis¬ 

tribution, iherefoi'e, of the room in the 
theatre, should have objected, even if 
the price of admission had been but half 
what it formerly was; and, if the descrip¬ 
tion given me be correct, I must say, that 
the proprietors do seem to have lost sight 
of that respect, which it is always their 
duty to show towards the public ?t large. 

I am willing to suppose, iliat they meant 
no disrespect; but, certainly, such is the 

appeafanqp.’-But, I might l^ve got 

over this; I might even have wished to 
forg^ the employment of the Jews and 
BraiKrs; but, how is it possdile ever to 
forget the attempts that have been made 
upon th« perianal liberty of so many of the 
peopld i Heffe the matter bec 9 trtes a jto- 
Htiec^ one* afld » matter, too. of far more 
inteiett to us, then the result of the war in 
SpaiB and PortttgB];^ adding thereunto the 


result of our garrisoning of the island of 
Sicily. The movements of Messrs. Read 
and Graham are of infinitely more interest 
to us, than the movements of Baron Douro 
and the Duke of Dalndatia; and the vic¬ 
tory of. Mr. Clifford a thousand and a 
thousand times repays os for the loss of the 
battle of Wagram, which produced the 

fall of Austria..^-In my next, I will put 

uj)on record an account of this Trial j 
but, in the meanwhile, let me not omit to 
express my admiration of the conduct qf the 
Jury, and particularly of the answer, which 
they gave to the Judge, when they said, 
that they thought it very harsh to construe 
so slight a mattei-^nto an act of riot. There 
spoke the good sensfe of Englishmen ; there, 
breathed the mild spirit of English law 1 
Rioting indeed ! Had there been a spirit 
of rioting, would there now have been a 
bench or a door or any moveable thing in 
the House ? Yes, it is indeed, “ very 
harsh” to call what is passing at the 
theatre rioting; it is carrying the tenors 
of criminal law into places of ainuseinent. 

-1 Iiave not time, for further remarks, 

at present; but, I cannot refrain from ex¬ 
pressing an earnest hope, that tko Pro¬ 
prietors will adopt, without loss of time, 
MEAsi'nF.s of CONCILIATION. OtliiT nica- 
sures, of almost every sort that has a name, 
they have tried in vain ; and, ihciefore, 1 
hope they will now try w'hat conciliation 

will do.-N. B. 1 wish very much to be 

furnished with a correct account of all the 
instances in which bail lias been reejuired 
at liow Street, and the circunislances of 
the parlies from whom demanded.—— 
This is a very importan'i matter. 

W'-’. COKBETT. 

Botky. lth Dec,. IW) » 


EDINBURGH REVIEW, 

On the Conduct qf the War, and Parlia¬ 
mentary Reform. 

[To the Morninu Chronicle I am in¬ 
debted for an earlier sight of the following 
article than I should otherwise ha ve ob¬ 
tained. I, therefore, insert the Intro¬ 
duction used by that print.] 

The particle in the last number of the 
Edinbuirgh Review, entiiled, “ The Con¬ 
duct of the War,” contains an excel¬ 
lent vie*'^ of the proceedings of the 
army tindery Sir John Moore, in the 
North of* Spain* founded upon a-careful 
examination of all the documents and pub¬ 
lications which have appeared on this 
(Subject. The following short bu[ elq* 
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quent tribute to the memory of the Hero 
of Corunna, will not be read without* 
interest 

“•The battle which he fought at the 
“ end of this memorable retreat, and which 
‘‘ closed the sulFerings of his followers, 

“ and his own career of glory, will live 
“ for ever in the recollection of his grate- 
*' fill country. But it is not this last scene 
“ of his triumph alone that will claim the 
“ lasting regards of linglanil. She will 
“ proudly revnemher that his judgment 
“ and skill were only surpassed by his 
“unconquerable valour; she will fondly 
“ dwell upon that matchless self-denial 
“ which subjected all h*s interests to her 
“ W'eal, as it devoted all his faculties to her 
' “ service ; she will hold him up to iter 
“ most famous^ warriors in after times, 

“ when the envious clamours of the hour 
“ are hushed, and the minions of present 
“ power are forgolton, as a bright e.vam- 
“ pic of that entire forbearance,—that 
" utter extiHction of every seln.' ii feeling, 

“ —that high and man'v sacrifice even of 
“ the highest and manliest or passions,— 
“that severe mortification ol ambition 
“ itself? which she has a paramount right 
“ to require from him to whom she yields 
“ the guidance of Iier armies ; and, while 
“ she records that the hero oi Corunna 
“ fiu'.ght. IK) vain battles ,—courted no vul- 
“ gT.r upplattse in rash and senseless marches, 
—logl no trophies, no captives,—uhaniiorted 
no hospitals to the eitfiinv, and yielded no 
‘•post of fiid/ger to feeble allies ,—she will 
“ pronounce ike i^mc of Moouk, to 
“ iiiight those un-ha!lowed laurels vviiich 
are won bv the wasted blood of her 
“ cbiidren, and the tarnished honour 
“ of her sirms.”—This is succeeded by 
a perspicuous and impressive histori¬ 
cal summary of the measures pursued 
by Government in the subsequent pro¬ 
secution of the war. It concludes with 
ihe following observations, which are 
worthy of particular atteiStion ; “ Ihe 

“ Parliament oPEngland is about to as- 
“ semblc once more ; and the authors of 
“ our calamities cannot prevent their con- 
• “ duct from being at least brought before 
" that illustrious tribunal. Hitherto they, 
“ have not made any defence ; «or liave 
** they even hinted that they had any 
“ to make. They have admitted all their 
" failures to be complete aiid^fatal ; tliey 
“ have confessed, that the/opportunities 
“ which they have lost *will in all likeli- 
“ hood never return. After a few wretched 
“attempts,to divid® the blame among^ 
*f th^mselves^ in shares dilloreut froni 
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'»those in which the country is dis- 
“ posed to apportion it, they have been 
“ compelled to allow that among them- 
“ selves it must all be divided, and upon 
“ them alone must the responsibility rest.- 
“ They have not dared to deny, that the 
“ prospects of the Continent ar e become 
“ more dismal than ever ;■ that its confi- 
“ dence in England is gone ; that the 
“ map of Europe, from Moscow to Paris, 

“ and from T.aplanfl to Calabri.a, ofiers to 
“ the eye only a collection of States, ag- 
“ grandised by her hostility, or ruined 
“ by the perilous bounty of hej alliance, 

“ Abroad and at home—which way so- 
“ ever the eye can turn, our rulers have 
“amply admitted, that,our atbairs are 
“ only not desperate, and have tUemselvet 
“ come forward to declaTe, that the cm- 
“ pile is reduced to a state of diffu uUy, 

“ from which there can be at least no pre- 
“ cedent of its ever having escafred in 
“ former times. And after all tbese con- 
“•fessions, their only excuse, the onlj' at- 
“ tempt they make to regain the confi- 
“ dencff of the people, is to tell us, “ that 
“ '* the King has reigned fifty years." They 
“ have ruined our allies; they have 
“ failed in every plan : they have brought 
“ us through slaughter and disgrace, 

“ loaded with ignominy, and weighed 
“ dpwn with almost inmlerablc burdens— 

“ to the very brink of <jestruc?ion :- but 
“ the King is very old,’ and ‘ he has reigned 
“ above half a century.’—It now remaini 
“ to he sctw,whether that V\ny-\Miiv.yir,iohich 
“ stands in no need of reformation—luliich is a 
“fair tepresenlative of the people qf England 
“ —which speaks the sentiments of the country 
“—will be satisfied with this set oft; 

“ and once more acquiwhe Ministers of all 
“ blame for their recent mismanagement. 

“ Holding, ill eoniuion wdlh the Parlia* 
“ ment itself, the 'doctrine of its purity and 
“ of its sijfliciency to save the State, we can- 
“ not anticipate such a decision. But if, 
“ unhappily, wcsliould find ourselves mis« 
“ taken ; if, again, every measure and 
“ every minister be covered over with iu 
“ approbation, then we will venture topredkt, 
“not that the Govemment is acquitted, but 
“ that tlie Parlianunt stands condpnrwd; and 
“ we shall most unwillingly be compelled to 
“appear in the foremost rank of those who 
“ must acknowledge that they are convinced 
“ and converteefi For it is needless to dis- 
' guise the matter. A rfefusaU to ptotisA 
“ the jfu^hors of our misfortune.s fan only 
“jiTiean one of two things—eithe^ that 
“ there has been no blame incurtM—or 
“ that it is inexpedient to declare it, he- 
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f- causfe such a resolution would drive the 
*' guilty persons from the Government. 
" In the one case, the Parliament will | 
" show that it i§ not the Representative of 
V the Country ; in the other, we shall have | 
“ if conclusive proof that the Ministers of 
" the Crown are irremovable. The rc- 
" tponsibility qf our rulers, that fairest fea- 
" ture in the theory of the Constitution, 
“ will be no longer even a name, wherewithal 
“ to round parliamentary periods; and 
“ the people will thenctforward recognise, 
“ in the great Council of the Nation, not 
" the guardian of their interests, and, the 
“ champion of their rights, but a tvell contrived 
“ instrument of taxation .—The consequences 
“ of such' a decision, therefore, will be 
“ productive of’incalculable mischief; it 
“ will complete the alienation, of the Country 
"from the Government, and shame away the 
" holiest defenders of the present system. In 
* the mean time, the pressure of the war, 
“ and of the public burthens, will rapidly 
“ increase. Tlie scene of hostilities will 
“ approach to our own shores; and the 
“taxes, which, like the war, hav^e as yet 
“ only been felt at a distance, will at 
“ length come home to every man.* This 
“ truth will then break upon the minds of 
" all, even of the most confiding and in- 
" considerate,—the truth with which we 
“ opened the present discussion—that 
“ there is an intimate and necessary c'on- 
“ nection between* the foreign policy of 
“ the State, and the happiness of each iii- 
“ dividual vvilhin its boundaries; th.it 
“ every man who pays taxes—every man 
“ who values the security of his property, 
“ or his thvn future safety from foreign do- 
“ minion, is immediately aflected by the 
“ inismanagemont,of thy war ; that not a 
“ plan fulls to the ground, not a bad ap- 
“ pointment of Commander or Ambas- 
“ sador is made at Court, not an oppoftu- 
" nity of beating the enemy in councils, 
“ or in arms, is lost, without our being, a 
“ little sooner, or a little later, indiv^ 


* We d 8 not mean to blame the addi¬ 
tional rigour with which the taxes', espe¬ 
cially that ori property, are now levied ; 
because it is undoubtedly fair that default¬ 
ers should lie made, as far as possible, to 
contribut»; and we only fear, the utmost 
ingenuity of the collectors will still be 
eluded by the mercantile classes. But we 
eiro ply state the fact, that the country 
^scarcely.lcnow3»tbe weight of tbo.sQ taxes. 


dually sensible of it. What will then re~ 
main for the people to do, weneed scarcely 
" point out. If they value their personal 
“ happiness and national inde|5endqnce, 
“ they will watch ovw their rulers with 
“ redoubled jealousy, and never rest satis- 
“ fied until their ellbrts shall have restored 
“ the indisputable connection between misrule 
“ and retribution.” , 

OrflCIAL PAPERS. 

Itai.y. — Proclamation issued by Eugene Na¬ 
poleon, Areh-Chancetlor of State qf the 
French Empire, Viceroy of Italy, Prince 
qf Venice, and Commander in Chief of the 
Army of Italy, Jo the People of the Tyrol, 
dated. Head Quarters, Villach, Oct. ‘2Qlh, 
1809. 

Tyroleans ! Peace is concluded between 
his Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, Protector of the Confede¬ 
ration of the Rhine, my.august Father 
and Sovereign, and his Majesty the Em- 
j peror of Austria.—Peace therefore pre¬ 
vails every where, except among you— 
you only do not enjoy its benefits.—Lis¬ 
tening to perfidious suggestions, you have 
taken up arms against your laws, attd have 
subverted them, and now you are gather¬ 
ing tlie bitter fruits of your rebellion ; 
terror governs your cities; idleness and 
misery reign in you; discord, is in the 
midst of you ; and disorder every where 
prevails. His Majesty the Emperor and 
King, touched witli your deplorable situ¬ 
ation, and with the testimonies of repent- 
I ance which several of you have conveyed 
[ to his throne, has expressly consented, in 
the Treaty of Peace, to pardon your errors 
; and ini.sconduct.—1 then bring you peace 
since I bring you pardon. But 1 declare 
to you, that pardon is granted you only on 
the comlitjon that you return to your obe¬ 
dience and duty, that you voluntarily lay 
down your arms, and that you offer no re¬ 
sistance to my troops. —Charged with the 
command of the armies which surround 
you, I come to receive lyour submission, 
or to compel you to submit.—The army 
i will be preceded by Commissioners ap¬ 
pointed by me to hear j'our complaints, 
and to do justice to,the demands jmu may 
'have to make—But know that these Com¬ 
missioners tan only listen to you when 
you hai'e laid down your arms.—Tyro¬ 
leans! If your complaints and demand? 
be.well fouh(,led, I hereby promise that 
justice shall he a done you. • 
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SUMMA*RY OF POLITICS. 

• 

Mr.CuFFotin’s Action against Brandon. 

-Tlie issue oF this action is of a good 

deal of im|)ortance as relating merely to 
the conduct of the proprietors of the 
theatre, on the one part, and to that of the 
audience, on the otheT part; but, when 
cbnsidered in its probable influence upon 
the general freedom, and the personal 
safety, of thejjeople, it is of a degree of 

inipoi tance not easily to be descriltcd.- 

Viewing it in this light, I must, of course, 
think it my duty to put upon record a 
short account of the Trial, having first 
stated the grounds upon which the action 

was brought.-For many weeks past, 

the audience at the new-built theatre of 
Coveiit (iarden, have, by noises of various 
.sorts>4)y tf.e exhibition of placards, cock¬ 
ades,’medals, and by other means, ex- 
pre.ss('d their disapprobation of the ad¬ 
vance which the proprietors have made 
on the forvner prices of admission, and' 
al.so of the const, uciion of the interior of 
the luni.se, !iy wiiich, it appears, that the 
middling cla.ss cf the^people are slml cui 
from their usir.ii chance of obtaining com- 
fortal le artd respectable scats. Various 
are the means, which, it seem.s, the pro¬ 
prietors have resorted to, in order to .stifle 
thisoppo.sition. Amongstoihers, thecaus¬ 
ing of puisons to l.'e seized, the causing of 
person.s composiili' part of the audience, to be 
seized as criminals; to be dragged before 
the Police-Magistrates, who are justices of 
the peace receiving a salary from tiovern- 
ment, and removable at the pleasure of 
the minister ofihe day ; to be, by the said 
magistrates, helfi to bail, or committed to 
prison ; and, it appears, that many very 
respectr.ble pcrsons.nothappeniug to have 
Ijond.smcn immediately at hand, have been 
committed to prison, and to a prison, too, 
chiefly used for the confinement of the 
Worst and lowest of wretches.——One of 
the persons, thus seized, some few week=' 
ago, was Mr. Henry Clifford, a barrister 
of great eminence for talcn,> *n his profe.s- 
sion, and not less disllnguislft'd lor the 
soundness of his political principles anti 
his attachment to the cause of English 
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freedom. This gentleman having been, 
one evening, in the Pit of the Theatre, 
and having amongst the other marks of 
his disajjprobation of the coiiditct of the 
pro])rietors, put in his hat a paper with 
the letters O P, which have been used as 

' t • #14 

a sign of opposition, being the initial.s of 
the words Old Prices j this geutlemaii, 
for having tiivis acted, w^is, after the play’ 
was over, and as he was going along the 
passage from the' interior of the play¬ 
house, seized, without any warrant, by a 
police-officer, who acted under the express 
orders of a Mr. Brandon, a servant of the 
pvoprietor.s, who appears to have had the 

tdiief mahagement in these anests.- 

Mr. (flilJbrd was, it appears, dragged, in 
the usual way, from the Theatre to the 
Police-Justice's office at Bow.Sti eet, where 
it was not thought wise, it seem.s, cither to 
force him to give bail, or to send iiim to 
prison. He was, therefore, discharged ; 
whereupon hs brought his action against 
Mr,. Brandon for false imprisonment, which 
action was tried, in the court of Common 
Pleas, before Sir James Mansfield, the 
f'hief Justice of that court, od Tuesday 

the 5th instant.- Mr. Brandon's plea 

was, that what was passing at the Theatre, 
on the evening when Mr. Cli]K)rd was 
•seized and dragged to Bow .Street, amount¬ 
ed ion riot; tiiat Mr. Clifford had taken 
part in that riot; and, that the seizure was 

made fgultj/. --Mr. Serjeant Bf.W, who 

was counsid for Mr. Clilibrd, contended, 
that all this was false; that what vvasgoing 
on at the theatre was not tt riot; that, if it 
was, Mr. Clifford had no /mid in it; and, 
that it it had been a viot and he. had a 
hand in it, still the arrest wa.s illegal, be¬ 
cause, the pretended riot w'iis’af an end 
when the seizure - was made, and that, 
therefore, the seizure was illegal, and the 
imprisoninent false, there having been no 
u'urranl granted For making the seizure. 
Mr. Sekjf.art Shepherd, counsel for 
Mr. Brandon, took, of course, the exactly 
opposite assertions, ft would be use¬ 
less to attempt any analysis, of thes# 
speeches ; but, there is orfe poinfof Mr., 
ShephertVs doctrine, felatiwg to the tunc- 
t:ons of Jnrieit, that ouj^ht not tw «teaa« 
li F 
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particnlar notice, and", indeed, marked re¬ 
probation.--The report of his speech 

makes him say ;—Whether, under 
“ the circumstances of the case, as they 
“ had been detailed in evidence, the De- 
*' fendant was justified in point cf law, for 
" having ordered the seizure of Mr. Clif- 
ford, the Jury must decide. They must 
" decide this question, according to the 
"principle of law, which in that, as in 
*' other cases, he hoped, they would receive 
"from the directions of his Lordship; be- 
" cause, if his Lordship, or any other 
" learned Judge, should happen to mistake 
" the law, any advocate for the person, to 
" whose disadvantage the misdirection 
" had been given by any such Learned 
“Judge, thank God, had another Court to 
“ apply to, so as to have'any error, if such 
" should be found, corrected. The Jury, 
“ he was sure, vi'oOld see, that it was Jit, 

" the law in this, as in all other cases, 
“ should be laid down by those, who are 
*“thc Judges of the land; and, that it 
“ should not vary, from - day to day, with 
“ the opinions of Gentlemen who are 
“ summoned, from time to time, to per- 
“ form the functions of juiy-men. Me- 
" lancholy, indeed, would it be for the 
“ Constitution, and for this, or any other 
“ country, governed by law, were there 
“ not a tribunal, composed of persons com- 
" petent to decide upon all questions of 
*' law'—nter>, whose lives had hem dedicated 
“ to the study of the law, the former part to 
“ the practice, and the latter part to the 
“ honest, upright administration of that 
“ law.”— ■ —I never heard of any thing 
like this before. It argued a strong 
misgiving, in the mind of the Serjeant, 
that the J^Jry w'as ne-t on his side and that 
the .Jud^e was. But, it is the argument 
it is the reasoning, which I wish to point 
out to the reprobation of the reader. We 
have often seen attempts to chip aw’ay the 
functions of jury-men, and I wish I could 
say, that they had been made in vain ;, 
but, here is an attempt to nullify their 
functions altogether; and to hold,them 
forth to the country as being no longer of 
any use. - This was precisely one of 
the cases contemplated in the words of 
my motto. * Points qf lazo were here inter¬ 
mixed with mutters of fact: but, Serjeant 
Shepherd would have the Jury not think of 
meddling .with the law, though, if they 
so acted, they might as w'oll have left the 
whole to the J ucyge. There was no ques¬ 
tion about'thejitct of Mr. Clifford’s having 
been in the Theatre or his having worn 
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the O P. There was no question at all 
about this; and, therefore, if the Jury 
were not to exercise their judgment upon 
the question of law, if they were not to 
judge, whether what took place at the 
theaue was a riot; and, supposing it to 
have been a riot, if they were not to judge, 
whether the conduct of Mr. Clifford 
amounted to a pariicipatim in that riot j 
and, again, if they were not to judge, 
whether (supposing there to have been a 
riot) the riot was at an end when Mr. 
Clifford was arrested ; if they were tc^ 
judge of none of these things ; if all these 
points were to be left to the Chief 
Justice, w hat was ‘the use of the Jury ? 
What possible use could it be to impan- 
nel tw'clvc men upon such a matter, when 
Mr. Clifford himself stated his having 
been at the Theatre and acknowledged 
his having worn the O P, and when the 
defendant acknowledged his having or¬ 
dered Mr. (Jlifford to be seized r The 
truth is, that, in this case, as in most other 
cases of a similar nature, there was 
nothing in dispute, and, of course, nothing 
to decide upon, but the points of law ; 
so that, if Serjeant Shepherd’s docifin* 
had been sound, it must have hecai mere 
mockery to submit the case to a Jury. 
What were the questions ? 

J. Whether Mr. Clifford w'as at th« 
Theatre. 

2. Whether he w ore the O P. 

3. Whether there was a riot at the 

Theatre. 

4. Whether Mr. Clifford’s conduct 

amounted to a participation in it, 
if it was a riot. 

5. Whether the riot, if it was one, wa» 

still going on when he wi-.s seized 
without a warrant. 

The first two, which the Serjeant w'ould 
call questions of fact, were of no im* 
portance; and those the Jury might 
decide upon. But, as to the other three, 
they were to be decided upon by the 
Judge. As to these questibns, upon which 
alone any doubt could possibly have ex¬ 
isted, the Jury were, according to Ser¬ 
jeant Shepherd’s doctrine, to be no more 
than the mere mouth-piece of the J udge, 
and the, functions they were to perform 
might have been performed full as well by 

the Crier of the Court.-Talk of law and 

of fact, indeed ! Why, what are these , 
three latter questions, above stated, but 
questions of fact ? ‘ Or, at least, the ques¬ 
tion of fact is so interwoven w ith the ques¬ 
tion of law, that there is no such thing as 

i . * 
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separating them.—,—This reasoning of 
Serjeant Shepherd applies to all cases ^ 
to all possible cases. To cases of treason, 
fof instance. Suppose a man to be ar¬ 
raigned for trcaaon, upon the ground of 
his having written a certain paper and 
sent it secretly to other persons, which 
acts are asserted by his accusers to come 
under the leg^l definition of compassing 
the death of the king. If in such a case, 
the accusers are prepared with proof of 
the accused person having written and sent 
the paper, they know, beforehand, nf the 
Serjeant’s doctrine be sound, that the jury 
will have nothing at all to do with the de¬ 
cision ; and thus the* man is not found 
guilty by his peers, but by the .Judge 

alone.-There is nobody who denies, 

that .Judges have more knowledge of the 
law, than juries can bo expected to have; 
but, it docs not hence follow, that the 
life, fortune, or fame, of any man ought to 
be left to the judge, in any case whaiever ; 
and, it is plain, that, if in this case, the 
jury was to follow implicitly, and to de¬ 
cide upon, the opinion of the judge be¬ 
cause he w’as a man who had made the 
law,jyiis peculiar study, there i.s no case in 
which they ought not to decide upon the 
same principle ; and that, of course, there 
is no case wherein a jury can be of any 
use whatever, except as mere instruments 
in the liands of the judge, and that the 
old idea of a man’s being tried by his 

peers is perfect nonsense.-This doctrine 

of Serjeant Shepherd did formerly prevail, 
and was, by wicked political judges, 
acted upon in of libel; but in 1792, 
this doctrine, which had long disgraced 
our courts of justice, was extinguished by 
an act of jiarliament, brought forward by 
Mk. i'ox, and passed for the express pur¬ 
pose ; and which act of parlifiment de¬ 
clares, that, in case# of libel, as in other 
cases, the jury shall judge of and decide 
upon the law as well as the fait. Before 
this act was passed Lord Manslield and 
some other ji^dges had acted upon the 
contrary maxim ; but, it ought to be ob¬ 
served, that this maxim had been repeat¬ 
edly condemned by the great Loud Cam¬ 
den, who was certainly one of the most 
honest lawyers as well as one of the mo^^t 
wise men, that this country t*v'ct knew.' 

-Serjeant Shepherd allowed, that it 

was possible for the Judge to misdirect the 
jury ; for him to lay that adown as law, 
which was net law-. , Bift, ijaid he, “ in 
“ such case, thank God, there is another 
“ court, to which the party, against whom 

t. 


" such misdirection may operate, may ap- 
•• peal, and to which court, in such case, 

" his counsel w'ill advise him lo appeal.” 
The Serjeant does not appear to have 
named this other court; but, he could 
mean no other than the House of Lords, 
the probable expence of appealing to wdiicli 
court the Serjeant forgot to mention ; or, 
perhaps, he thought that that formed no 
objection to such a mode of proceeding. 
No, Mr. Spijcant, we have been taught to 
look for protection to a jury of our equals ; 
and, whatever may l e your taste, there 
are very few of us who are in love with 
“ the law’s delay,” one of the things, which 
the great studier and master of human na¬ 
ture has reckoned amongst the causes of 
self-murder. Observe,*too, that, beside 
the delay of the law, how it must, in such 
case, operate in favour of the rich and 
against the poor. If the judge misdirect 
the jury against a rich man, he can ap¬ 
peal ; but, how is it possible, be the case 
ever so gross, for a poor man to appeal to 
the IJousc of lords ? What man even in * 
middling circumstances, ever did make 
such "an appeal Docs the Serjeant re¬ 
collect one.? If he does let him name 
him.-Having remarked upon this doc¬ 

trine, manifestly having in view the object 
of preventing the jury, in this case, from 
deciding upon their own opinion, let u.s 

sec what was the result.-The Chief- 

Justice, accorditig tp the printed reports 
of the Trial, gave it as his opinion, that 
what was going on at the Theatre, on tha 
eveiving when Mr. Clillbrd was seized, 
was a riot; it appeared, too, that he 
thought that acts of Mr. Clillbrd made 
him a participator in the riot; and it also ap¬ 
peared, that he did not consider the riot at 

an end, when Mr. CliflbrtI was seized.- 

The jury, however, notwithstanding the 
above doctrine of Serjeant Shepherd, gave 
a verdict for the plaintiff, Mr. Clifford, 
with damages of FIVE pounds. 

Jurors’ Names. 

STEPHEN PITT, Chiireh-street, Kensington, Esq. 
FtDWATlD .JENNINGS. Voniig street, ditto, lisq. 
WILLIAM DAY, Brook Green, Esq. 

’GEOiMIE SCXI IT, Upper Mall, Hammersmith, Esq. 
THOiyiAS ROGERS, York Buildings, Esq. 

The above were the only five of the Special Jury. 
THOMAS GREENWAY,-. 

RICHARD NORTIN, j 

GEORGE READER, 

JOHN SEYMOUR, > Tales Men from th« 

THOMAS RYAN, f Comqicn Panncl. 

VV1L>.1AM BEST, 1 * 

; MARK-COOK, , ’ 

2F 2 . 
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‘ Before the jury retired, the judge had 
desired them, if they should find for Mr. 
Clifford, to state upoh which of the two : 
grounds thfey gave their verdict; whether 
upon the grouini of Mr. Clifford’s not hav- : 
i/ig teal guilty of a riot; or, upon the ground 
of his having been apprehended after the 
riot was over. When, therefore, the jury 
returned, and gave their verdict, the judge 
is reported to have asked tiiem for an ex¬ 
planation of the ground, upon »*hich they 
gave it. But, I shall now insert this part 
ofthe i eport,as 1 find it in the news-papers, 
it being ofthe utmost consequence, that^no 
tni.sreprcsc?ntation of what passed should 
t.'ike place. 

“SiuJ. MANsrivLO then requested the 
" Foreman to acquaint liivn with the ground 
“ on wliich their verdict had been given 
“ with reference to w hat he had referred 
“ in liis charge, whether they found for 
“ the Plaint ill' upon the iilvgulity of the 
“ Aircst, or upon tlie ground that Mr. 
" Clitford had not hem guHly of a riot. 

“ The Foreman re|)lied, that on the il- 
“ legality of the arrest, they were jciiiani- 
" mous. With respect to the queslioii of 
“ Mr. Clifford having been conctiiicd in 
“ a riot, tliere w as a diil’eia nee of opi- 
" nion. That question had not, liowever, 
'• been decisively discussed, as the Jury 
“ was unanimous in their vcvdiel on the 
“ fir.sl piineiple. 

" Silt James Mansfield —I am sorry 
“ that that*(piestion was not dtcided, for 
“ it leaves the tiling which I wished to be 
" decided as equivocal as ever. I am iii- 
“ died very sorry that tlie Jury did not 
*' agree oft the di.stinct grounds of the 
“ verdict, for this shocking mistake of 
" the pubfic will stilj go forth, and public 

outrage may be continued by a furious 
*' mob —it deseives no betii r name—they 
“ may think themselves authoristed to take 
“ justice into their own hands, and gratify 
“ their revenge violence and outrage- 
" ous conduct, even, peiliaps, to the ruin 
“ tf t/icir country. What may be the con- 
“ sequence wf such a spirit, it is impossi- 
" ble to foresee, but certain 1 am, that it 
“ leads to every kind qf honor —possibly to 
“ the subcasim qf Gmcrnment, certainly to 
" great evils? perhaps the worst that Can be 
“ nidured by a nation. 

“Juryman —We found the verdict on 
“ the ground that the Plaifitifl' was ilk- 
“ gaily apprehended. 

“Silt JJmes AIansfielIj—T hat’s, 

“ vocal, and dj5tides nothing—jjor he 
“ might b« a rioter, and yet illegaliy ap- 
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“ ]wcbended by being taken after th» 
V thing was over. 

“Juryman.— It was generally thought 
“ rather harsh to construe wearing 0»P 
“ into an act of riot, a^id by some, that 
“ it would be inconsistent with the rights qf 
“ Englishmen.” 

With respect to Sir James’s apprehen¬ 
sions of great national danger from what h 
going on at the..Theatre, 1 must Say, that 
I do not participate in them. 1 have seen 
nothing, in any of the accounts that have 
reached rnc, that w’ould induce me to sup¬ 
pose, that the Opposition at the Theatre has 
been at all marked with a mobbisk cha¬ 
racter. We see, fiiat scores of the oppo¬ 
sitionists are seized, even in the jnidst of 
llndr companions, and dragged feflTo the 
office of the Police-Justices, where neither 
those, justices, nor any of their officers, 
meet vvith any insult or hiiulerance in the 
execution of their olfice. They demand 
hail," they send to prison, and no sort of 
re.sistaiice is made. It is remarkable, too, 
that of the wounds said to have been re¬ 
ceived in the several scuffles, almost the 
wliole have been received by the opposi¬ 
tionists. Scarcely a man on the otln«< side 
has received a personal injury. Be.sides, 
it has been proved, under the hands of 
very respectable men, tliat comwon bruisers 
.bad had/fee admissions, not only for them¬ 
selves, but also to give toothers; and, I 
cannot help thinking, that it will be finally 
made to a|q)ear, that, in measures of force, 
tile managers set the example. I cannot, 
therefore, see much ground for Sir James 
Mansfield’s political fehrs; I cannot see 
in the conduct ofthe O P’s any thing that 
appears to me to threaten the subversion qf 
thegovernniml, or even the ruin of ihe coun¬ 
try. We have before heard of the ruin of 
the country ; it i.s a very common phrase; 
it has been apprehended from various and 
innumerable cause.s ; but, really, 1 should 
not have appreliended it from hissing, 
hooting, and groaning at the Theatre, 
however o|teii repeated; I siliould not have 
supposed, that, even the pelting of all the 
players off'the .stage with orange-peel and 
rotten ajiplcsr; was any indication of na¬ 
tional rum. -Indeed, I for my part, 

«li»uld be much more apprehensive of na¬ 
tional ruin from doi trine like that of Ser¬ 
jeant SlK’plicnl; for, if that doctrine, such 
as it is devseribed in tlie report, were once 
to be generaacted upon, there would 
be ah end ofthe nisin object for vhich we 
are now disposed to fight in our country’s 
deiicnce : WAVXsdj, the Trial ^ Jury^ If that 
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doctrine had been acted upon, in th&case 
of the seven Bishops, in the reign of Jame« 
II. those Bishops would have been found 
guilty, and, of course, punished. If, in 
short, that doctriite iiad been acted upon, 
neither of the villains, ScuoGGs and Jef¬ 
freys, would ever have been accused of 
tyranny (otvards Juries, for they never would 
have met with any opposition, but, on the 
contrary', would have found juries to be a 
most emvenieni sort <if ’scape goat, d uries, 
like all the other institutions, intended as 
safeguards of freedom, become, if per¬ 
verted from their purpose^ not ,only no 
safeguards at all, but the instruments of 
greater tyranny than woufd have been practised, 
if they had not existed. A judge, with the 
eyes of the public fixed upon his decisions, 
would be more, likely to be cautious bow 
he lent himsolT to the abuse of law, tliaii if 
those decision.-:, though really his, pa.ssed 
for the decisions of jurie.s. We cannot, 
therefore, too often, or too strongly, repeat 
our abhorrence of this doctrine, vvliicli, if 
acted upon, would make juries nothing 
more than tlie means of screening the mis¬ 
conduct of judges from public liatred and 

indignation.-In some of the reports of 

th is Trial, Mr. Serjeant Lens is represent¬ 
ed as urging the Judge to call upon the 
jury for a statement of the reasons, upon 
which they founded (heir verdict. This 
does not appear to have been done by the 
judge, vvlio merely asked them to say, 
upon which of itoo distinct grounds they 
founded their verdict; which, though new 
to me, was very different indeed from 
calling upon the jury for their reasons ge¬ 
nerally', which, in my opinion, would be 
a most daring violation of the rights of 
juries. #A man may be very capable in¬ 
deed of forming a correct conclusion, and, 
from various causes, very incapable of 
clearly stating his reasons, especially be¬ 
fore a numerous assembly, who, from 
the very nature of the circumstances, 
must be watching every word that he 
utters. Besides, is it not mvinifest, that, 
in one and the same case, different men 
may come to the same conclusion upon 
different grounds ? Nay, must it not neces¬ 
sarily happen, in many eases, that the 
jury are not, at first, unanimous^ and tbaty 
their verdict is the resuit of some giving 
Up their opinions to others ? Into what 
endless labyrinths, then, would every case 
lead the persons impannsned as well as 
the court, were it to txJcome <?ustomary to 

ask jurors the reasons for their verdict?- 

Serjeant Shepherd talked of the mis¬ 


chiefs that must arise from jurors not 
izkmgthe /aw of every case implicitly from 
the judge; and, amongst those mischief* 
he.stated that of the law’s changing conti¬ 
nually, with every change of jurors. This 
is the old argument of Scboggs and .Jef¬ 
freys, but it is not the more amiable or 

cenvincing for all that.-If laws were 

ail written ; if all possible cases were pro¬ 
vided for ill a manner so clearly as to 
leave iiolhhig to be supplied by rei'.SMiing 
or construction ; ind if we had a security 
from Heaven for all judges beitiw honest 
and impartial; then (lliough, by the bye, 
it would lie quite fatal to ihe^Serjeant’s 
profession) I should say, leave the law to 
the judge, for he has spent his life in read¬ 
ing the law. and the jury have not. But, 
the fact is, that there is not one case out of 
one ihonsand which the law lias so clearly 
provided for as to leave nothing to be sup¬ 
plied by conslructiun ; and, there is, in al¬ 
most every case, especially of the sort of 
that now before us, so much dejiending 
upon the views and intentions of the par¬ 
ties, aad the character ol' the act dependi 
so much upon those circumstances, the 
true wciglit of which can lie felt only by 
men who arc taken from amongst the peo¬ 
ple, tliat 1 have no scrujile to give it as 
my decided opinion, that a jury of twelve 
honest and impartial men, are, leaving all 
other considerations out of the quesiion, 
more likely to come tb a just decision than 
any single judge that ever safteven upon 
the English bench. The Serjeant, how¬ 
ever, should have remembered, that tlia 
institution of juries grew out of a scrupu¬ 
lous regard for the safety qf the persons and 
the property of the people against the arm qf 
encroaching power j and,lliaithe great maxita 
of our benign law is, that it is Ivttter for a 
hundred times a hundred guilty persons to 
escape punislinient, than that one innocent 
person should suffer. The laws have all 
been grounded upon the known existence 
of tiic power of juries to interpret those 
law.s; and, therefore, if titis power of ju¬ 
ries be taken away, or, whiclf is the same 
thing, suffered to remain only in name, 
you, do, ill fact, change the nature of tliose 
laws.—1 do not wish to inculcate an idea, 
that bur judges arc fickle itf their inter- 
jiretation of the law ; but, surely, Mr. 
Serjeant Shepherd will not pretend to say, 
that differeriUinlerpretations have not been 
given by different judges, of the same law; 
nay of the same clauscoi^ihe sasne written 
statute*; and that, of couisc, different d#- 
'cisions have taken plac« upon evidence of 
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the same facts, or facts of exactly the same 
description, produce^ in difierent cases f 
When the Serjeant was a young man, he 
must have seen the delightful puzzling 
that‘this created amongst the wiseacres at 
a Quarter Sessions. Our judges are, and ' 
have been, for many years past, as good, 
perhaps, in every respect, as judges ever 
were; but, still they are no more than 
men, and no men are perfect, , It is nei¬ 
ther the wisdom or the integrity of the 
judges that I should distrust; but, the 
power which Serjeant Shepherd contends 
ibr is, as Sea Author Pigoot said in the 
debate upon the Irish Insurrection Bill, 
" a power that I would give to no man.” 
In short, the Serjeant’s doctrine would, if 
acted upon, render juries totally useless; 
and we might as well consent, at once, to 
the revival of that infamous instrument of 
tyranny the Court of Star-Chamber, which 
was es'.ahlished for the purpose of inflict¬ 
ing punishments upon persons, whom 
juries could not be prevailed upon to find 
guilty. 

Edinburgh Reviewers. -It will be 

remembered, that these gentlemen have, 
in their justly celebrated work, lately en¬ 
deavoured to maintain, that the House of 
Comnums stood in no need of a Reform. ]\Jut h 
ingenuity was employed in this endeavour, 
and, it may easily be supposed, that some 
effect was produced, by it. Events have, 
however, since the writing of that article, 
occurred, sufficient, it appears, to shake 

the opinions of its authors.-Amongst 

the reasons why a Reform should take 
place, we always mentioned, the want, a.s 
things now stand, of any real responsibility 
in the mhiisters, be their conductWhat it 
might. .Mow, in thfeir Number for Octo¬ 
ber 180!>, the Edinburgh Reviewers, after 
taking a view of the Conduct of the War, 
and particularly of the ruinous and dis¬ 
graceful Expeditions to Spain and Hol¬ 
land, declare, that, if the House of Com¬ 
mons do not make the ministers really re¬ 
sponsible foi' these failures, they (the Re- 
view'crs) will join us in calling for a. Par¬ 
liamentary Refprm, as the only means of 

saving the nation from utter ruin.-It is 

best to insert their own words, to avcjd the 
possibility of a charge of misrepresenta-- 
tion——“It now remains to be seen, 
“ whether that PaR i.i ament which stands in 
“ no need of reformation — wk'ch is a fair rc- 
“ presentatke of t^e people of England-which 
V speaks the sentiments of the will 

" once, more acquit the Ministers of uli 

blame for their recent mismanagement. 


“ Holding in common with the Parliament 
“ itself, the doctrine of its purity and of 
“ its sufficiency to save the State, we can- 
“ not anticipate such a ^decision. But if, 
“ unhappily, w'C should find ourselves 
“ mistaken ; if, again, every measure and 
“ every minister be covered over with its 
“ approbation, t/ifn U'c will venture to predict, 
“ not that the Government 'is acquitted, but 
‘‘ that the Parliament stands condemned ; and 
“ we shall most unwillingly be compelled to 
“ appear in the foremost rank of those who 
“ must acknowledge that they are convinced 
“ and converted. For it is needless to dis- 
" guise the matter^ A refusal to punish 
“ the authors of our misfortunes can only 
“ mean one of two things—either that 
“ there lias been no blame incurred—or 
“ that it is iiie.xpedicnt to declare it, be- 
“ cause such a resolution would drive the 
“ guilty persons from the Government. 
“ In ‘the one case, the Parliament will 
“ shew that it is not the Representative of 
“ the Country ; in the other we shall have 
“ a conclusive proof that the Ministers of 
“ the Crown are irreniovablc. The rc- 
“ sponsibility of our rulers, that fairest fea- 
“ turc in the theory of the Constitution, 
“ will be no longer even a name, where- 
“ withal to round parliamentary periods : 
“ and tiie people will thenevforward recog- 
“ nize, in the great Council of the Nation, 
“ riot the guardian of their interests, and tile 
“ champion qf their rights, but a well con- 
“ trived inslrumetit of taxation. —The conse- 
“ quences of such a decision, therelbre, 
“ will be yiroductivc of. incalculable mis- 
“ chief; it will complete the aiienation of the 
“ Country from the Government, and shame 
“ away the boldest defenders of the present 

“system.” -Here then, we ha^e a tlis- 

tinct pledge; that unless the parliament 
punish the present ministers for their ma¬ 
nagement of the war; we have a distinct 
promise, that, unless the parliament, at its 
meeting, does this, the Edinburgh Review¬ 
ers will join us, nay, will pjace themselves 
at our head, and be our leaders in all 
lawful endeavours to obtain a Reform of 
the Parliament.— I cannot help thinking, 
that the writers of this work do now per¬ 
ceive, that the nation is not to be saved 
without a Reform of the Parliament, and 
that this if only a decent way of account¬ 
ing for the change of sentiment, which 
upon this sutject, they now mean to dis¬ 
cover.-A correspondent, in a letter in- 

sen ed below, supposes, that the, article. 
against Parliamentary litforrn was written 
by a person, now no longer one of the 
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writers in the Review. I should have 
guessed it to be the production of J.op,d 
Selkirk ; and, indeed, I believe him to be 
the author of it. Persons, conducting 
such publication^, are but too apt (without 
any corrupt motive) to sufier rank and 
wealth to usurp their pages. This would 
be of no consequence at all, if the authors 
were to put thair names to what they write; 
but, it’is of great, and anay be of mis¬ 
chievous, consequence, when their writ¬ 
ings go forth to the world as the writings 
of the editors, or conductors, of it cele¬ 
brated work.-At any rate, we have 

now the pledge of the conductors, and to 
that pledge, we shall, I trust, find them 
adhere. 

Conduct of the War. -The mis¬ 

management of the war is now denied by 
110 man. The very hireling news-papers 
confess that it has been mismanaged ; or, 
at least, tliey have not the eilrontery to 

deny the fact.-Let us now sec, then, 

ui/uit the parliament will do. The ^xiblic 
must remember, that, after all thoughts of 
an attempt upon Antwerp had been given 
up, the hirelings of the press told us, that 
tlic island qf Wulcheien was invaluable; that 
it wa*! a most important post for us to hold; 
and that it was well worth all the expence 
and all the loss of lives, which the capture 
of it had occasioned. Nay, it will he 
remembered, that, these assertions were 
not contiried to the hireling prints; for 
that Lord Chatham himself, when he com¬ 
municated to the ministers (in a dispatch 
that was published) his intention not to 
proceed up the S^cheldt, did not fail to tell 
them what a “ valuable possession” the 
country would find in the Island of Walche- 
ren.—•—Long before that lime, and at that 
time, I endeavoured to convince mj' read¬ 
ers of the impossibility of our holding 
Walchercn for only one vvinter. For these 
endeavours I was most outrageously abused 
by the hirelings. 1 was represented almost 
as a traitor, because I advised the ministers 
to evacuate the island with all possible 
speed ; and, because I repeated my re¬ 
monstrances against keeping, or attempt¬ 
ing to keep, the island, or any part of it, 
the Nabob's Gazette lamented that 1 was 

not '‘silenced.”^ -Well! we now ses^ 

that, if niy advice had been followed, how 
much loss, how much disgrace, this nation 

would have avoided !-1 am, for my 

part, quite at a loss to di^Bver, upon what 
grounds the ministers»will, of can, attempt 
to defend their warlike measures. Any 
man, or set of men, may err. This is very* 


true; but, it is nothing at all in the w^y 
of justification of those, who have taken 
upon them to menage the affairs of a na¬ 
tion, I am at a loss to discover w'hat sort 
of apology even, can be ofll-red, not for the 
failure but for the undertaking, of eitlfer of 
the expeditions. I regard that in Spain to 
be the worst, after all; especially as it 
was undertaken with the sad experience 
of Sir John Moore before (he eyes of the 
ministry as well as the commander. I do 
not agree with the Edinburgh Reviewers 
in all they say of Sir John Moore, or of 
his conduct in Spain. I believe him to 
have been much to blame, but the minis¬ 
try and their agents to have been more to 
blame. His retreat was too prccipitate- 
It was a flight, and a’flight it need not 
have been, if the necessary precautions had 
been taken at several of the passes in the 
mountains, and at two or three of the 
bridges. This, however, has nothin^o 
do with the present question. And, again, 
I say, that I am totally at a loss to dis-, 
cover, what sort of apology can possibly 
be fijund for the undertaking of either of 
those ruinous expeditions.' 1 have, how¬ 
ever, no notion, that the matter will be 
taken up in the manner that it ought to 
be, when the parliament meets. And, 
yes^ all other motives aside, it is strange 
that a motive of self-preservation should 
not impel men of property all to join 
in their endeavours‘to prevent a repeti¬ 
tion of such waste of the national means ; 
to prevent a repetition of measures, 
so manifestly tending to the downfall 
of the state. But, it has in all nations 
been thus. There appears, ‘under such 
circumstances of public danger, the same 
sort of infatuation always to have pre¬ 
vailed ; and, the truth is, peshaps, that 
such infatuation is a necessary consequence 
proceeding from the same cause as the 
danger itself. It would .seem that the 
blows, which cripple a nation, do, at the 

same time, deprive it of its senses.-- 

1 cannot bring mysidf to entertain the ter¬ 
rible idea of England’s becoming a de¬ 
pendence of F'rance, an idea not less fear¬ 
ful than that of death iisell'; but, still, if 
things go on in their present course, I 
cannot seai, how we arc <o escape thi» 
dreadful end. If our a (fains are to be ex¬ 
posed to the natural and inevitable con¬ 
sequences qf continual liickerings and in¬ 
trigues, if self-interest, if grovelling passion, 
are ,tu bear sway, reason say3 must fall, 
and fall we shall. * 
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'City of London.—! —I am happy to sec, 
that the Citiiens qf 'London are, at last, 
nlive. The proposition for calling a meet¬ 
ing of the Common Council for the pur¬ 
pose of rescinding the motion, carried at 
the Ihst meeting, seems to have roused the 
separate kVards, most of whom have in¬ 
structed their representatives to support 

that motion.-This does not appear to 

have been expected by the courtiers; (hat is 
to say, by the Contractors, Jobbers, Loan- 
Jews, and all the train of “ blood-suckers,” 
as the (beat Lord Chatham used most sig¬ 
nificantly to call (hem. It will, I hope, 
lead to gorfd. The day for electing Com¬ 
mon-Council Men is approaching ; and, it 
is to be hoped, that the people of London, 
who really do, irf this respect, enjoy the 
Constitution unimpaired, will show the ] 
whole nation, that it is of some use to enjoy 

the Constitution.-The old cant of leav- 

the matter to parliament w.is again 
brought forward at the last meeting of the 
,Common-Council. To defend wltat the 
ministers do is the first thing, with the 
liar[)ics ; to wytto/og/lze for it is the noft; to 
{■mist that hujuby will do no good, the thing 
being past remedjs is the next; to cry 
jacobin, and make no other answer, except 
by a vote, is the next; but, when none of 
these will do, then comes the prf tence of 
leaving the matter to the parliament, that is to 
•ay, to an assenihl}’:, in which it is notoii- 
ous, in which it is loiown to every link- 
boy, that the. ministry, whose condiirt is 
the object of inejuiry, have a dccnled majo¬ 
rity! -Was there ever any thing in the 

world so impudent as this ? Yel, hy tricks 
like this, have the citizens of London, 
formerly' so renowned for their opposition 
to every species of misrule, been, for 
above twotity years, led along from one 
act of absurdity and meanness to another, 
till, at last, the minister of the day seemed 
to doubt, whether a vote of approbation 
from them would not be injurious to his 
cause ! Let us hope, that belter times are 
approaching. 

CovE.NT (JwuDEN Theatke. -Ih' my 

last sheet, at page :;92, I recommended 
to the managers of this great scene of 
public amusement measures of conciliation. 
A correspondept, who says that he agrees 
with me in opinion as to all the points 
upon which 1 touched, in the article re¬ 
ferred to, begs of me, in a..very earnest 
manner, to state the terms, upon which I 
think, peace'^^between the managers and the 

, public ought to fpke place.-It rt-ason- 

, »bly may, and I am afraid it will, appear 


presumptuous in me, who live at such a 
<iistance from the spot, who have never 
seen the theatre, who am not likely ever 
to freijuent it, and who, of necessity, niest 
be greatly deficient as fo many points of 
information upon the subject; 1 am afraid, 
that, under these circumstances, it may be 
thought presumptuous in me to put myself 
forward as a 7nediator upon this occasion. 
Yet, 1 must confess, that I am very anxi¬ 
ous to see an accommodation take place, 
and chiefly, because I am persu'adcd, that, 
in the'end, it must take place, and that, 
as long as the dispute lasts, it will only 
serve to withdraw the attention of the pub¬ 
lic from matters oY greater importance; 
and, if 1 am deficient in point of informa¬ 
tion ; if, in some respects, I want the ad¬ 
vantages that my brother journalists in 
London possess; on the otiier hand, my 
distance from the scene has prevented me 
from Jbeiiig personally' a partyL in the con¬ 
test, from receiving hasty im|)ressions, 
and from having my opinions tinged with 
resentment; while it .so happens, that I 
am totally' unacquainted ,’vith either of the 
managers, and, as far as 1 know', with any 
individual havlnu' the smallest slnn’o of 
proijeity in the th-.aire. When, in tlie 
year 1800, 1 was proprietor of a daily 
paper, 1 had a free-admission card sent 
me, as was, an ! is, the custom with 
respect to persons in that situation, which 
caid hii'vbeen continued ever since, as is 
also the custom. But, for ihe last five 
ytans, 1 have not entered a theatre; I 
have not, that I know of, ever sicn cither 
Mr. Harris or his Son ; nor have 1, off the 
stage, ever seen Mr. Kemble but once, 
which vva.s in the year 1800; and with 
^neither have I ever had any co.nmuni- 
cation w'hatevor, in any way', or upon 

any suiqect.-It is, however, after 

all, with great diffidence, that I ulfer 
my opinion as to what ought to be 
the terms of accommodation ; nor should 
'1 attempt, it, were it not qiiili- impossible 
to make things worse than ' they now are. 

-In this case, as in all others where 

there are numerous pari.ie.s, and where the 
quarrel is of any length of duration, the 
grounds of the quarrel change; and at 
/his moment, the O P means no hired 
bruisers,no legal persecution, much more than 
it means Oid Prices. I'he advance of price 
has been lost sight of amidst the scuffles 
in the Pit, theVxaminatioiis at Bow-street, 
and the corafnitmeths to Ih ideweil. These 
afe w hat the public now complain of, nor 
will it be very easy to wear them from 
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their mindi*. The number of those, who 
have now had a relation, a friend,_ an ac-* 
quaintance, or a neighbour, dragged by 
thief-takers before ^Police-Justices, and by 
those Justices dealt with, is now not small; 
every day it must become greater; so 
that, it the dispute continue much longer, 
inevitable ruin must fall upon the theatre. 

--There appeared to me to be something 

very unwise, on the part of’thc managers, 
at the first starting off. To show the 
water-en^iiies to the audience; to ,treat 
them with such inexpressible contempt, 
and especially before it w’as possible for 
them to be met for ihegurpose of opposi¬ 
tion, was, to sav the least of it, extremely 
unwise. This unequivocal mark of con¬ 
tempt, together wiih the construction of 
the house, by ^hich the middling class of 
peo|)le were shut out from their usual 
chance of comfortable and conspicuous 
places, seems to have been the great cause 
of an opposition to the thing, blended 
with resentment against Mr. Kemble, who 
appeared, of course, to be the author of the 
unmerited indignity. After this it was no 
■wonder, that he became the great object 
of aitdek ; that he became more obnoxious 
than aff other persons and things put to¬ 
gether; that neither his person, his (lia- 
racter, or his family, was spared. I was 
very sorry to see this; bet ause 1 remem¬ 
ber, and the Bleclms of Westminster will, I 
am sure, when I remiiid them of it, have 
the justice to acknowledge, that, during 
our long and arduous and anxious strug¬ 
gle, ill 18()o, the wJ:iole, of the players, all 
the persons, of any note, belonging to both 
theatres, were at woik against us, the 
Kembles excepted. Indeed, it was, in great 
part, owilag to the dirty tricks and vil¬ 
lainies of the theatres, that Ain. 'Pauli, 
whose fate 1 shall ever lament, lost his 
election. But, it was remarked at the 
time, that, in no instance whatever, did 
any one of the Kembles interfere. It has, 
ihcretbre, 1 must confess, a good deal 
vexed me, to see this family become the 
object of popular indignation, while praises 
have heen bestowed upon others, who, at 
the time referred to, took an active and 
most wicked part against popular I'ghts,. 
and who, if the opportunity uffereds w, uid, 

I doubt not, do the same again to-mor.qw. 

■-When people are angry with one an- * 

cither, when their minds arc^ completely 
embittered, theyf view one*an<^ther’s ac¬ 
tions and character through a false medium, 
and very often t^ey condemn that which, 
at other, firaes, they would applajiid. 
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Hetice the charges of pride and haughtiness 
preferred against Mr. Kemble. Now, the 
fault of those, whose calling it is to afford 
amusement to the public, generally, is, that 
they are too supple, slavish, and base.. It 
must be remembered, that the attack upon 
tliB Prices and .upon the Private Boxes 
was accompanied by an attayk upon Mr. 
Kemble. The names and epithets be¬ 
stowed on him that evening cannot have 
been forgotten. Well, what was be to do ? 
Was he to have no feeling? Would an au¬ 
dience of Englishmen have liked to see 
him come and crouch down befpre them; 
like a Russian or Prussian peasant before 
his owner ? Is there any man of us, who 
would have done it? Let ;us put ourselves 
in Mr. Kemble’s situation, and then see 
what our judgment will be ,upon his con¬ 
duct. The truth is, that, in shewing that 
he felt resentment, he appears to me to 
have siiewii iiiuch more respect for llie au¬ 
dience, than he would have shewn, if he 
had discovered no feeling at all; for, then, 
it woiiKI have been impossihio to ascribe 
his cotiduct to any thing but contempt. 
Beside,s, though Mr. Kemble is ^player, 
still lie is not to be supposed to be upon a 
level with every man who acts upon the 
stage. When we are angry with him, wc 
may ridicule his black-leller la.sle and his 
pedantry of pronunciation; but, surely, 
there is some diHcreiice,l)etvveen Mr. Kem¬ 
ble and such a man (1 forget his name) as 
I saw once or twice in tlie character of 

Sir.soinchoiiy, in a sort of crying 

farce, called Speed the Plough. Yes; I 
am sure an English audience, if ihey will 
but idice time to cool, liave too much dis¬ 
crimination and too much justice to denj% 
that there is some'diifeTence bclwgen Mr. 
Kemble, the faithful representative of 
Hamlet, Henry IV’, and so many other 
finely drawn characters; that there is 
some difl’erence between Mr. Kcrnlile and 
such a man as 1 have just sjiokeii of, 
whose chief merit appeared to consist in 
his wonderful pow’ers of movj^g up and 
down ihe skin of his fori iu ad, and of 
drawing his eye-brows dcwii upon his 
cheek or tucking them up under his wig. 
Yes; (and, I am sure, that no ijian, whose 
candour i.s not stifled by passion, will 
deny it) there is some difference be¬ 
tween Mr. Kemble and an actor like this ; 
and it is not to be supposed, that Mr. 
Kemble’s feelings, upon such anfOt’ca-ion, 
•vould f)^ dr ought to be, tiie same as the « 
feiilings of a mere gcsticiflator, a .mere 
maker of mouths.--It has been urged 
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•gainst Mr. Kemble, that he has been 
enriched by the public, and that, therefore, his 
present conduct is’marked with ingratitude 

•s well as with contempt.-Reader, 

divest yourself of ])assion here, or it will 
be useless to proceed. Now, then, inake 
tfte case your own; suppose yourself of 
•ny trade or protession, and that you have 
acquired a fortune thereby; do you not 
look upon that fortune as your own ? Do 
you consider it as the well-earned wages 
of your labour, your study, the exercise 
of your skill; or do you consider it as a 
boon froq^ your seVeral employers or Cus¬ 
tomers ? Do you, if you are now retired 
from business, in looking over your gar¬ 
dens and fields,,consider yourself as under 
a debt of gratitude for them ? Do you, 
if you are now labouring for a fortune, 
consider yourself as labouring to incur a 
debt of gratitude ? /\nd, if not; if you 

look upon your earnings as your own ; as 
the fruits of your itidustry and talents; I 
put it to your candour to say, whether it 
be just to consider Mr. Kemb!e as owing 
a debt of gratitude to his employers, or 
customers, as having, in short, received 

his fortune in the way of a boon ?- 

Amongst the terms of reproach, which 
Mr. Kemble has, through his want of dis¬ 
cretion at the outset, brought upon him¬ 
self, is that of upstart. So true it is, .that’ 
when once people are thoroughly angry, 

they never think of what they say.- 

Mr. Kemble and his Sister have been 
celebrated as players for upwards of twenty 
yem'S, I believe. And, ought they, at the 
end offtwenty years of a life of such 
labour, to be called upstarts, because they 
are said, to possess considerable fortunes ? 
How vvould auy ifianwho, by his industry* 
or talent, has acquired a fortune, like to 
be, on that account, called an upstart ? 
No man would like it; and, really, 1 am 
afraid, that this treatment of the Kembles, 
if it be persevered in, must have the eflect 
of preventing, in future, any very grea’t 
endeavom-s to arrive at excellence in 
acting. It must have a tendency to de¬ 
grade the whole thing, and to make 
stage-playing little more than grimace 

and buti^onery,-In any thiqg that I 

have said here, I, by no means, wish to 
justify, or apologize for. the conduct of 
Mr. Kemble, if he is to be considered the 
author of any of the insuhs offered to the 
public, jand ^specially of the measure of 
seizing people, seizing part of his 'audience, 
by jhe handl of thirf-catchers, dragging 
them before a police-justice, causing them 


to give bail, and some of them to be' com* 
'‘mitted,to a prison amongst vagabonds and 
thieves; and all this for having committed! 
no greater offence th:^ that of hoisting 
a sign of disapprobation, or making d 
disapproving noi.se. The employment of 
the bruisers and jews was bad enough; 
but, it was a more manly mode of proceed¬ 
ing. I could easily have forgiven this. 
It is the emptoyment of the thief-takers, 
and the endeavour to introduce into the 
theatre the terrors of criminal law; the mis¬ 
chievous, and 1 can hardly forbear calling 
it the malicious, attempt to brand and to 
prosecute as rioters, persons who expressed 
their disapprobation, in a place where 
to express disapprobation, without any 
limit, had alw'ays been the custom. It is 
this that sticks with me, .;and this it evi¬ 
dently is, which sticks with the public ; 
or, at least, with every man, who knows 
how to estimate injuries.--Neverthe¬ 

less, when 1 consider how greatly the 
English stage is indebted to Mr. Kemble ; 
when I consider how much he has done 
toward.s preventing m-ock-sentiinent and 
senseless sing-song from totally usurping the 
stage ; when I reflect, that there iS'in this 
whole nation, hardly any person arrived at 
the years of maturity, who has not derived 
pleasure from the performances of the Kem¬ 
bles ; and, when I consider the*character 
of the English public, in whom vindictive- 
ne.ss was never yet even found towards 
their most cruel persecutors, I cannot help 
thinking, that a declaration on the part of 
Mr. Kemble, that thcajisolute right without 
limitation, of expressing disapprobation, 
shall neveragairi be disputed, would become 
the ground of reconciliation and harmony. 

-There arc, however, other^points in 

dispute, and, upon these 1 shall now pro¬ 
ceed to offer my opinion, repealing my 
observation, that I do it with very great 
diffidence, unacquainted, as 1 must be, 
with many of the circumstances, and that 
I should not venture to ofler any opinion 
at ail upon the subject, were it not quite 
impossible for me to make matters worse 

than they are.-^First, as to the Prices, 

though the initials of Old Prices have be¬ 
come the signal of opposition, it is mani¬ 
fest, aivd was so from the beginning, that, 
if the puplic, properly so called, had had 
their fair share of the room in the House, 
the opposition on account of prices would 
very soon h'^ve ceased. It is, however, 
since the question has been so much agi* 
tated, worth while to inquire a little into 
the soundness of this ground qf objectioB- 



SIt] DECEMBER 16, 1809.—Cow»/G arden T»e«/rc. TUlS 

• 

-From the first it struck me, as I ob- times said about the hardness of the time 

served in my last number, to be a viola-* and the pressure of the taxes. Good God ! do 
tion of the rights of property to attempt to not the managers antf the proprietors of 
compel people to sell^ntertainmenl at the price the theatre feel these in (‘ominon with the 

pointed out by the purchaser. In a common rest of us ?-It is notorious, that within . 

case, there is no doubt at all that it would the last 19 years almost every thing has 
be so ; but, then, in this case, comes the doubled in price; and, though 1 allow, 
argument of i\\ej>ulent and of the monopoly, that the extension in the space of the thea- 
But, though this has weight; though it tre, and the consequent increase in the 
forms a distinction between* this and com- number of the audience, make up, in some 
mon cases, it does not, after all that 1 have, degree, Ibr alteration in the value of mo- 
since last week, attentively read upop the ney ; still, while evay thing else is ad- 
subject, appear to me to he conclusive vaiiciiig in price, it does appear to me un- 

against the'managers.- K nionojioly-A- reasonable, it does appear to mp not like 

ways means an exclusive^etcvc to do what- Englishmen, for us to object to so trifling 

ever the grant allows of. Now, this is an advance of price at the theatre.- 

not the case in the present instance ; for. Since the last nine or te*i years the jour- 
not only tnay others obtain permission to neymen printers have made a stand foi 
act plays, but plays are actually exhibited a rise in their wages. I have always said 
by other persons at this very time, and in to my printers ; “ Get me my work 

the same metropolis.-1 shall be told, “ done ; if your journevnten will not work 

that the other persons liave not such con- "at one price, give them another." 
renient places and such good actors; but, 1 have ah^ays been against all mea- 
realiy, 1 cannot believe, that this will be suits of force, inteniled to prevent any * 
seriously urged against the charge of « man, or set of men, from getting what 
shilling more for the boxes, and six-pence they eSn for their goods, or their labour, 
rnorje for the pit, at (,'ovcnt Garden thea- being convinced that every evil of that 

tre ; Ycannot belii ve this at any rate.- sort that every system of overcharge will 

It has been said, that there is now' only soon be destroyed 1>y its own,hands.-1 

this one theatre, worthy of the name, and, tliink^ liiat tlie public have no right to in- 
that, therefore, the public have no choice, spect the accounts of play-house |jroprie- 
But, w'hdse fault is that? Tl’.cre is a pa-* tom, any more than the accounts of any 
tent for the other theatre. Why is not tradesman, who opens.his shop door to all 
that rebuilt r Ami, if Coveiit Garden has, cnstomeis promiscuously ; andj it was cx- 
by accident, a real tiKinopolv of the pro- cessivdy foolish in the managers to make 
fit, it has also had a monopoly of the ex- a shiie (lor it was nothing more) of ex- 
jtence. It is imiio-jsible nor to admire the liibiting their accounts. 1 could not help 
exertions, which must have been made to thinking, upon seeing the name of Sir 
rebuild that theatre in so short a space of Euancis Haring in ihe list of inspectors, 
time; and shall this nation, always so how evident it was that thehad at 
ready to'extol and reward ittdnstry and least a.s good a right tti demand j look at 
enterprize, deny the merit upon this oc- his acconnls ior the last twen'y yi ars ; to 
casion ? The monopoly, of which so much overhaw'l all his loans, &c. &c. wlien, I 
has been said, does, in fact, arise from the believe, they would find, that wiih much 
superior industry and enterprize of the less labour, and with about a thousandth 
managers of this theatre, and were it not part, perhaps, ol ihe intelieci, of Mr. Kem- 
for that industry ami enierpiize, the me- bic, ho has amassed a' great many more 
tropolis would now have no theatre at all. guineas than Mr. Kemble lays tai ihmgs. 

It often happens, that, of two persons of-^^Oh ! it is not; say "hat you will, 

the safne [.rofession, or trade, living in in 3-our anger ; it is not, and you will not 
the .same place, one has all the bu.smess .sfty that it is, fust; that it is common sense; 
and the other none ; but, would yon, to griidge this gentleman, t^e compara- 
therefore, accuse the fust of being a mo- tively trifling sum th.'.t he has so hardly 

nopolist ?-As to the amount of the ad- earned, while -you say noi a word against 

Vance in the price, it is really not worth masses of wealth, w liich the contractor, 
attention. Tliere is no person, who goes witliout any Hilmur w hatever, has derived 

into a box, that can possittly, think any from the public.-l haj any description 

thing of a shilling, nor can sixpence be of perfetVis'jn tesiwe.'!.?, persons who are daily 
worth a thought with any one going into <ioriversar;t in buying anfl selling,,8houla 
the pit; and, as to what has been some- have objected to so trifling .a rise in the 
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prices at the theatre^ w<xuld have surprized 
me ; but, I was beyond measure surprized 
to see that objectiibn made by the pro¬ 
prietors of news-papers, speaking in their 
own persons; because the year has not 
gone round yet, since we raised tite price 
our papers, upon the very grounds on 
which the Covent-garden managers have 
raised the price of their seats. We never 
thought of exhibiting our accounts to the 
public; nor did any man of us ever dream, 
that he had incurred any debt oigratitude 
to the public for whatever share ol’fortune 
be mightJiave been able to amass.— 
These are my reasons for thinking, that, 
if certain other points were conceded by 
the managers, would be unreasonable 
tnd unjust to endeavour to com|)el them 
to withdraw their New Prices. The ad¬ 
vance is, in fact, beneath notice ; an I, 1 
'cannot help thinking, that, when i!i« pub¬ 
lic give themselves time to reflect, t'lere 
will no longer be any opposition tJpon (bis 
score.——But, with respect to that [jai t 
of the construction qf^ the house, wlii< b shuts 
out, drives back, and degrades, the^ieo|>!e, 
that ought to be done away, and, notwith¬ 
standing Sir James Mansheld's opinion 
upon the subject, 1 think, that the audience 
have just as much right to hiss and to hoot 
at it as they have to hiss and boot at a play 
or a performer or a scene that they dislike. 
It is an innovation, ami an iimuvation, too, 
which must be oflensive to the best de¬ 
scription of people. It is an erection of 
distinctions, which did not before exist. 
This ground of objection ought, therefore, 
to be ctvnidetely removed, and, until it 
be, the opposition will, in my opinion, be 

not only justifiable, but laudable-1. 

Then tlie circle ai>privcUe boxes should 
done away, and the whole of the space 
thrown open to the whole of the public, as 
in the old theatre. 2. The “ pigeon holes,” 
as they are called, should be done away, 

and the shilling gallery thrown open.- 

S. All the actiom and prosecutions, arising 
outofthe row, should bedropped inslanilj\ 
—4. A declaration from Mr. Ifemble, 
in person, on, the part of the whole of the 
managers, that they recognize in the fullest 
sense of words, an absolute right 
in the audience or in any part of tlie audi¬ 
ence, assembled at the theatre, to express, 
either by signs or noises of any sort, their 
disapprobation of any person or of any 
thing within the theatre.—^—This is what 
cl think the managers ought to do-; and, 
if they express their readiness to do all 
this, i am sure, that the opposition to the 


prices will soon dwindle into nothing, 
dndeed, the whole thing will have been 
changed; for, the theatre will not, in fact, 
be the same ; and therefore an advance oi 
price may be very consfstently justified, ia 
this case, though, in the opinion of some 
persons, it could not be jusrihed before. 

-Amongst the “ terms of peace,” as they 

were called, proposed soiue time ago, were 
included a begging oi parhon oh the part 
of Mr. Kemble, and the dismission of Mr. 
Brandon. This was excusable, perhaps, 
under the circumstances of the moment; 
but, I am sure, or, at least, J hope, that 
there is no Englislunan, who, upon cool 
reflection, would propose such a thing. 
There is a meanness in the idea of inflict¬ 
ing vengeance upon Mr. Brandon, and 
especially as the party intlictiiig it would 
be always hidden from the party on whoin- 
it would be inflicted. And, as tc, bringing 
Mr. Kemble forward for the upress purpose 
on.-egging pardon; to compel him to come 
forth like a culprit, and humble himself 
before a promiscuous assembly, including, 
no doubt, all his private enemies ; to in¬ 
sist upon degrading any human being in 
such a way, as I am sure it is wdra't no 
man with a drop of English blood in his 
veins would demand, so 1 hope, that, for 
the credit of the English stage, for the ho¬ 
nour of theatrical talent and of literature, 
it is what nothing upon earth would induce 

Mr. Kemble to submit to.-Such is rny 

view of this matter^ As I said before, I 
must necessarily be greatly deficient in 
information, as to many points. I may 
be wrong in ray judgment. But, of one 
thing I am certain, that it is impossible for 
the subject to be taken up by one with a mind 
more unbiassed. I will confess,4hat I am 
very anxious to see the row and turmoil 
put an end to. Its continuance can do no 
good, while by directing the public atten¬ 
tion from more important matters, it may 
do, and is doing, much mischief. 1 wish 
most anxiously to see the mailer se.Uled by 
the good sense and justice and forgiveness 
of the people, and, above all things, that 
the law may have nothing to do with the 
matter. At any rate, as I said before, if 
the cornmunicaiion of my opinions, upon 
the subject, does no good, it cannot pos¬ 
sibly do any barm. 

AIii. AfV^AiiDLE.-1 have not time to 

remark, at any length, myself upon the 
Trial (a repoPt of which has just leached 
me) of Mrs. CcARfitE and the two Wrights 
for a conspiracy against this gentleman ; 
but, I cannot refrain from iuseriing the 



Wl] DECEMBER le, lg09, -i»r. Wardk. 


following remarks, from the Times news¬ 
paper, which, upon this subject, expresses# 
my sentiments.—The evidence on the 
Trial, insU ad of doing injury to the cha¬ 
racter of Mr. WAfoLE, must enlirely re¬ 
move tho.se doubts, w'ith respect to his 
conduct, which some persons might before 

entertain.-^'I'he only thing for which 

Mr. VVardlc i.s t« blame, is, having ever 
suffered Ainiself to be drawn into the 
meshes <>f the laiv, whose " glorious un- 
” certaijilies” are, in some places, a stand¬ 
ing toast.-Mr. Wardle, in getting into 

the secrets which he brought fiefore the 
House of Commons, got, at the same time, 
into bad company. Jt was impossible to 
avoid that. The one was a consequence of 
the other ; and thesubsequentconsequences 

have all been ^natural enough.-It is 

hard to convict of a conxpirncj/, wliich is 
mostly a sort of constru::tivc crime; an<l, 
therefore, though I relain my former opi¬ 
nion of Mr. Wardle’s integrity, and think 
him now', more tiian ever, an object of 
public support, I agree with the Times, 
that the verdict of the jury appears to have 
been ri'dit. The jury were not to found 
their' Addict upon their opinion of Mr. 
Wai'Jlo,* but upon the evidence they re¬ 
ceived.-^-Lot us now hear The Times. — 

“ In the most important Trial published in 
“ our l^aper of j'esterday, of the two 
" Wriohts and Mks. Ci aree, for a con- 
V spiracy against Colonel Wardle, a ver- 
" diet was, as the epuntry now knows, 
" found for the Defendants. The allen- 
" tire perusal of that Trial will enable any 
“ rational and candid man to form the 
" most correet notion possible of the si- 
" tuation in which Colonel Wardle is 
" placed ‘by the result of it. Before we 
" enter briefly as we shall do into the con- 
" sideratioii of the general merits of the 
" cause, we shall observe upon a collate- 
*' ral circumstance; that Colonel War- 
" dle’s apparent inconsistency in .suh- 
" poening Major Dodd ujion the former 
“ Trial, then leaf^ing the propriety of that 
" Gentleman’s examination to the con- 
" sideration of his Counsel, and afterwards 
" complaining that he was not examined, 
" is now satisfactorily explained. The 
" Colonel was induced to dis|ienie with 
" the examination, from an assurance 
" that his Counsel was of opinion that 
" the Jury were with him, arjd that they 
" would not find a verdict u|>on such 
’* evidence s that of Mr#. Clarke and Da- 
" niel Wright. Learning, however, after- 

I" wards, tbjkt Mrs. Clarke had sworn thftt 

• 

! • . » 


" Major Dodd was present when he (the Co- 
" lonel) agresd to pay Wright, Mr. Wardle 
" instantly revoked hi^ consent to the dis- 
" pensing with Major Dudd’s evidence. 
" But this change of circumstances not 
being sufficiently adverted to, the Major 
“ was not called, who would otherwise 
“ have sworn; as he ha.s since done, that 
" Colonel Wardle did nor, in any way 
" wliatsotver, make himself answerable 
“ for Mrs. Clarke’s furniture. Having dii- 
“ posed of this suborciinaie circumstance, 
" we now proceed to the merits of the 

" question -at large.-Colonej Wardle, 

" by prosecuting (wiih the advice of hia 
" Couii.jel) the two Wrights and Mrs. 
" Clarke for a conspivatiy, certainly de- 
" privet! them of the benefit of each other’* 
" evidence ; but it vvill be pretty clear that 
“ he (lid not gain much by this, as their 
" previous testimony was unquestionably 
“ taken into considvralion : and the state 
" of the case, exclusive of Mr. Stokes’s 
“ evidence (which W'e shall consider by 
" and bye), is precisely this, that we have 
“ on the one side the swearing of the two 
“ Wrights and Mrs. Clarke, that Colonel 
“ Wardle c/id m rke himself responsible for 
“ tile goods in quesnioii; and on tlie other, 
“ the .swearing of the Colonel himseltj of 
“ Ma ’or Dodd, of Mr. Glennie, and of Sir 
Kjchard Phillips, tliat lie did «or make 
" himself respoiisilile.^ On which side 
" the credibility of the evidence prepon* 
" derates thus far is unquestionable. Co* 
" lonel Wardle, Major Dodd, Mr. Glennie, 
“ &c, &c. to Mrs. Clarke and the two 
“ Wrights; the first, what we,will not 
" iianif, and the others, one, or both of 
" them, of a character io mow her respecta^ 
" bilii^ to brother -tradesmen .—The cause, 
“ however, henceforth assumes a different 
" aspect: Mr. Stokes, the acting Attorney 
“ of Mrs. Clarke, who had advisinl Co- 
“ lonel Wardle to withhold Wright’s evf- 
" deuce from the House of Commons, be- 
" cause, as he himself' says, lie did not 
" think Wright would conceal the truth ; 
" and, that even if he would, Ve did not 
" think be had head enough to evade the 
“ question —this Mr. Stokes and Colonel 
" Wai*dje had an interview, j^om which 
" interview they come away directly 
“ swearing in positive contradiction to 
“ each other. One of them is, therefore, 
" certainly peijlured ; and there being no 
" creature present but themselvns, at thit 
" their tryieersation, that fieingollly who 
" js present every where, khows whiph of 
“ them it is that speaks the trttlt. The 
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“Jury, however. In deciding between 
" them, have, by their verdict, assigned 
« the greater cr^it to Mr. Stokes : and 
“ we will add, too, that it is with the 
“ strictest legal propriety that they have 
" done so: because being obliged to as- 
" sign credit to one or other of the two, 
" their relative situations must be taken 
'« into consideration. Who had the great- 
" est interest to swerve from the troth ? 
" In every ostensible view, Cblonel War. 
“ die : of whose evidence, therefore, it 
« was the lot, as both could not be be- 
" lievcd, Jo be by the Jury rejected. But 
if he has been unfortunate upon the ge- 
neral i.ssue, he has, at least, vindicated 
" his character jTrom a thousand slanders 
“ by which it has been aspersed. His 
" evidence was given in the most manly, 
" direct, and unembarrassed manner. For 
“ many months past, his enemies and 
“ their emissaries have been every where 
" publishing the most atrocious falsehoods 
" against him: he was to stand self-con- 
victed of the grossest prevarication ; of 
“ suborning evidence against the Duke of 
York, together with a variety of other 
“ calumnies. But where does any thing 
“ of this kind appear*? The sum of his 
“ olTending is this, that he has failed in 
' “ his endeavours to prove the conspiracy 
“ against Mrs. Clarke and her upholsUtrcr, 
“ by the unexpected production of the 

“ evidence of her Attorney.-Before 

“ we conclude these remarks, we shall 
“ make an observation or two upon the 
“ different degrees of credibility supposed 
“ to be ^assigned, • by Colonel Wardle’s 
“friends, to Mrs. Clarke’s evidence, as 
•* given iji the House of Commons, against 
“ the Duke of York, and in a Court of 
“ Justice against the Duke of York’s ae-' 
“ cuser. The truth is, as Mr. Whitbread 
“ stated, that for this woman’s evidence in 
“ the House of Commons there was not 
“ the least occasion, if her written doco- 
“ ment8> af uncontradictedauthenticitj/, could. 
" have been obtained without her persona! 
" production of them. With these.docu- 
“ meats, the Charges against his "Royal 
“Highness would have been just .as 
“ fully substantiated as they ever were 
“ substantiated, even supposing she had 

« never spoken a word” -- I cannoi 

help adding one remark. What a sul) 
ject of Joy it must be to*the friends an<i 
defenders tof the Duke of York, that, at- 
, cordinji^tq thefr owtt opinions^ real or af¬ 
fected, they have now PROVED Mrs 
Clarite to be a inost exixtieatly TRUE WlX- 


NE!^! What a subject of joy to them 
0nd their royal patron ! This is the very 
woman, who, in the House of Commons, 
the Attorney General declared not to. be 
believed upon any acedunt whatever ! It 
must be.very consoling to his Royal High¬ 
ness to see, that his Darling, who was, by 
his friends, called by all manner of foul 
names, is now become a woman of un¬ 
doubted vaacity! We, who were looked 
upon as political enemies of the Duke, 
only insisted, that her evidence was en¬ 
titled to some weight, when strongly cor¬ 
roborated by indubitable testimony; but, 
his./rien£/s have now made her out a good 
witness of herself. It is time, therefore, 
for us to read her evidence before the 
Hou.se of Commons over again. It is va¬ 
luable now. It cannot now, by the friends 

of the Duke, be called ih que-stion.-- 

The payment of 10,000 pounds for the 
suppression of her book was as.serted by 
the counsel. In fact, this is pretty no¬ 
torious; and it follows, of course, that she 
is now in frimdsliip with those who gave 
her that ten thousand pounds. Lord Ellcn- 
borough is reported to have found fault 
with the counsel for saying that the ten 
thousand pounds came out of t\\e public mo¬ 
ney, because no proof of it wa.s brought 
forw ard. Very good; but, if it be true, 
that ten thousand pounds were, given her, 
what sort of people must those be, who' 
would give her the sum; what must their 
.tetions have been ; and at what would they 
stick F 

W“. COBBETT. 

Boiley, \A th Dec. ’it'Oy 

I am happy to hear that a Public 
Meeting will be held at the Cirown and 
Anchor Tavern, Strand, on Monday next, 
for the purpose of expressing the sense 
entertained of ihemanly, independent, and 
uh'^aunied conduct of Mr. Wardle, and to 
! onsiiier t he pro[)riety of immediately en¬ 
tering into a Suliscription to indemnify 
him against ail losses, ^charges, and ex- 
peaces he may have sustained, or be lia¬ 
ble to, in consequence ol his exertions in 
the puidic behalf, during the last Sessions . 
of Parliament. 

' ** " . * I I ■ —» 

Cl^ANGE OF MINISTRY. 

Sir ; It is not an unintefesting subject 
of {peculation, to remark the absurditie* 
into whidh min*of talents sometimes suf¬ 
fer themselves to be led. This is re¬ 
markable in every department of eciencer 
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but still more so in politics. Where these 
errors are involuntary, they are to be 
lamented ; but where they are spread for 
the •purposes of faction, they are utterly 
detestable.—I have been led into this train 
of thinking, Mr. Cobbett, by reading your 
observations, in your Register of last week, 
in reply to the Editor of the Morning 
Chronicle. If you can apply them to 
yourself, you are at full liberty. You 
conclude the observations in. question, by 
saying, you pause for a reply. Mr. ^ob- 
bett, you shall have it; and if, as you as¬ 
sert, you have the fairness to give to the 
public the reasonings of^our adversary, I 
.shall make your own Register the vehicle 
of your refutation. 

To such individuals as take the trouble 
of thinking for^themselves, the fallacy of 
your assertions will require no exposure; 
they can tear oil’the gloss with which you 
have covered them, and view your errors 
in their native absurdity. But your Re¬ 
gister is read by too many', who are con¬ 
tent to take both facts and reasonings upon 
trust; and who are, therefore, apt to be 
deluded by bold assertion and shallow 
sophistry. In attempting to prove that a 
Change of Ministry would be of no real 
benefit to the nation, you dogmatically 
lay down ten questions, to which you de¬ 
mand a categorical reply, and which con¬ 
tain the ostensible grounds, upon which 
voii form your conclusion. I shall wave 
my power of putting ^simple “negative” 
upon your right, as an individual, to pro¬ 
pose such questions^^ shall likewi.se make 
no observations upon the fairness of your 
summary method of proceeding, in con¬ 
demning the motives of high and honour¬ 
able men,* from the unauthorised answers 
of the editor of a Newspaper. The ques¬ 
tions you propose are, at all events, of so 
complicated a nature, that ihe answers to 
them would be more voluminous than 
cither the limits of your Register or of a 
Newspaper would admit of. But, Sir, 
who constituted fhese questions the crite¬ 
rion of the utility of these men to their 
country } Or even supposing a negative 
put upon the whole of them, shew that a 
Change of Ministry can be of no benefit 
to the nation. This link in your argu- 
, ment jmu have unluckily neglected to fill 
up ; but, until it is supplied, your conclu¬ 
sion cannot be legitimate. .But surely' 
you could not be serious, Mr. Cobbett, 
when you p-oposed such*questions to the 
Editor of the Morning Chronicle. You 
must, 1 thiiflCi have been sensible that they 
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are questions to which neither he aior any 
other private individual could reply. They 
should have been addressed to those to 
whose principles and conduct they relate, 
and to which they only could reply, cel- 
lectively and in a body. Though I thus 
profess not to answer the questions you 
have proposed, you will find I touch, in 
the following observations, upon some of 
the subjects to which they relate. Be¬ 
fore, however, I proceed further, I shall 
state how far we arc agreed.—We both of 
us admit, that the present ministry are a 
body of men, who derive respqptability 
neither from rank or talents: that their 
principles are as abominable as their im¬ 
becility contemptible: that their policy 
has been ruinous to the country, and has 
rendered us in several instances the laugh¬ 
ing-stock of Europe; that they have proved 
themselves incapable, by their want of 
the necessary qualifications, of guiding 
with wisdom and decision, the aflairs of 
the nation at a crisis like the present: and 
that they arc worthy, from their princi¬ 
ples ana their conduct, of being driven 
forth from their situations, with the scorn 
and indignation of the country. But you 
assert, that though their opponents be men 
of more enlarged views, and infinitely su- 
perior’in talents to the prc.scnt ministry ; 
’theis principles arc at bottom equally de¬ 
praved, and they will ijo nothing for the 
real benefit of their countrv ; or, for the 
sake of accuracy, to state your proposition 
in your own terms, j'ou maintain that 
“ with •respect to their views and inten¬ 
tions, as to all those matters in wiiich the 
people have an interest, the two factions 
are perfectly upon a level; and that, there¬ 
fore, any Change of Ministry, wliicli should 
produce merely the shifting the salaries 
from the Ins to the Outs, would be useless 
to the nation.” It certainly is, Mr. Cob¬ 
bett, an intuitive proposition, that the 
mere shifting of salaries is of no importance 
to the nation ; and, in this view, few will 
be so bold as to put a negative upon so 
well-founded an assertion. But, in the 
present instance, I insist this would not be 
the case; and that the nation, by the 
Change, of Ministry, would epjoy many 
and important advantages. A few of these 
I shall proceed to point out. Thi nation 
might depend, in the first place, on an in¬ 
tire change of tlfe external policy by which 
the present cabinet has been, and still 
continues, tO be guided. We would not • 
hs^ve so constant a succe^kibn of Secret 
Expeditions, nor have these expeditions so 
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constantly ending in disaster aiul disgrace. 
W* would not have the resources of the 
country so shamefully misapplied, nor our 
brave soldiers exposed to a pestilence, 
more destructive than the sword. They 
would ever keep in mind, that the object 
of all waiMvas peace, and would not blindly 
prosecu.te a hopeless or unprofitable hosti¬ 
lity. With regard to your questions, Mr. 
Cobbett, relative to the diminution of the 
taxes, the present situation of uur affairs is 
not such as to admit of it. The ministry 
may find it necessary to equip fleets, and 
fit out armaments ; and in that case, fl'om 
the complicated expences such equipments 
involve, I believe no serious diminution 
could immediately take place. But happy, 
Sir, is the people, who can buy with their 
money, that safety which otlier nations 
purchase with their hlood j and who, by a 
per ceiitage on their income, enjoy a 
cheaply bought security. On this we 
might depeiRi, that shonid our rulers find 
it practicable to olitain the ble.ssings of 
peace, wc should then have a diminution 
of our burdens ; but should war .still cun- 
tinue, we would be able proudly to say, 
in your own words, “ That, though the 
loss and sufferings of our army have been 
great, they have not fought and bled and 
suttered in vain. They have returned, 
though few in number, perhaps, covered 
with glory, not with disgra(;e. The King 
of Great Britain tnay hold up his con¬ 
quests, as' the price of his peoples’ sacri¬ 
fices. He may say to them that, if he has 
called upon them for great services, he has 
given them ih exchange perfect security. 
The people of Great Britain dread no 
enemy; they are haunted by no fears of 
invasion * they ar^ in.a settled state of 
things.^” Tlicse, Mr. <\ibbett, are the'* 
glowing colours in which you have pour- 
trayed the situation of the people of France; 
and a Change of Ministry is the only 
means by vvhicli these advantages can he 
rendered our own. The .safety of the na-, 
tioii would be rendered more secure, by 
bestowing®on the Catholics, tho8d-.|»rivi- 
leges which, as citizens and freemeir, they 
have a right to. demand. And were 
in the whole course of their administration, 
to achieve'nothing but this single‘'act, the 
nation would derive (deny it, Mr. Cobbett, 
if you can) material and important advan¬ 
tage, from a Change of Ministry. I shall 
procetid but little further. I havp already 
^ pointed aut soibe benefits, and could anti¬ 
cipate many more, to be derived’from the 
•xpolsion ef the !No-,Popery gentlemen 
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f.-om office. What their conduct would 
,bc, in any^ of the instances you choose to 
mention, it is not incumbent on me to 
point out; suffice it to say, we. should, be 
governed by men wiih®wi.sdom to discern, 
and uprightness to carry into execution, 
those measures that would ensure the 
prosperity of the country. We should 
find among them no Wellesleys, no Castle- 
reagh.s. Rlinisterial influence would not 
shelter corrupiion, nor the great ends of 
justice be baftled by a ministerial majority. 
If these advantages are worth nothing, 
your conclusion is just; if they are of im¬ 
portance to the people, it is eri’oneous. I, 
too, pause for a reply. PuociON. 

SOth Nov 1809. 


TO MAJOR CARWRIGHT. 

Prntn the Author of “ An Inipartial Exami- 
nation of Sir Francis bwrdelt’s Plan of 
“ Parliamentary Reform.” 

^ Sir ;—You did justice to rny sentiments 
when, in your letter published in Mr. 
Colibett’s Register of the i4th of October, 
you expressed a belief, that you woidd en¬ 
sure my thanks by convincing me I had 
misunderstood a fundamental principle of 
the British government. Unconnected 
with any party, and, as I hope, superior 
to the little vanity which is ollcnded at 
being taught,! feel, and at all times am 
ready to express my obligation to those 
who would rectify my mistakes, or extend 
my knowledge: while as yet but little 
known to fame, and almost at the com¬ 
mencement of ray political career, I can¬ 
not but feel gratified that Major Cart¬ 
wright should, through the medium of a 
widely circulated, and justly celebrated 
journal, have publicly addressed me on 
the important subject of Parliametilary 
Representation. These being the senti¬ 
ments by which I am actuated, 1 feel 
confident ytni will do me further justice 
to believe, that it is ntf adherence to a 
sect, no sentiment of hninbled self-im¬ 
portance closing my understanding against 
the truth, which renders me, notwithstand¬ 
ing what you have urged,the unshaken 
advocat.f of Triennial Parliaments. 

From what you have urged, it does, in¬ 
deed, ap|ttear, that annual Parliaments are 
conformable to the spirit of our ancient 
law?. But'the question rests not here. 
The anoint laws* which compose the Bri¬ 
tish Constitution possess no Mitrinsic, or 
mystical excellcBce—they are but a means 
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to an end, they are valuable only as they 
conduce to human happiness. Hence, in ' 
every question of Political Reform, ihet 
statute book is not our ultimate appeal— 
it derives its authority from public good, 
and this good, as I shall now endeavour 
briefly to eKplain, requires that we should 
prefer Triennial Parliaments. 

And first I must remark that Parliamen¬ 
tary RcpresentJrtion and Political Liberty 
are by no means convertible terms—they 
stand for ideas which are jiot only per¬ 
fectly distinct, but which have no neces¬ 
sary connexion with each other. Politi¬ 
cal Liberty, is, “ the freedom from all re- 
*' straint except what i^deems its partial 
" inconvenience by a balance of public be- 
" nefit.” Parliamentary Representation 
is something very dift'erent—something 
which may bc^ conceived to exist, in the 
utmost perfection, where liberty is infring¬ 
ed by a thousand unnecessary, institutions. 
In a country where suifrage should he uni¬ 
versal, and elections annual, the predo- 
mfnant religious sect might (and in an age 
of bigotry certainly would) load their 
fellow citizens of an opposite persuasion 
with the most oppressive exclusions and 
inqui^torial pains; while if the science 
of wealth was ill understood, a few inte¬ 
rested traders, under the pretence of en¬ 
couraging commerce, might obtain a mo¬ 
nopoly against the public. On the con-' 
trary, in an absolute monarchy, a prince of 
patriotic feelings, and enlightened under¬ 
standing, might establish perfect tolera¬ 
tion, and abolish most of those regulations, 
which without benefiting the public, fetter 
the exertiuiis of individual man.—Thus 
we see that oppression may exist in con¬ 
junction with tlic most perfect system of 
representation, and that a considerable 
share of liberty may obtain where repre¬ 
sentation is unknown. 

But though Parliamentary Representa¬ 
tion is not identical with Political Liberty, 
it is, particularly in great comrauniiies, 
the means bj' which liberty can best be 
perfected and secured. Now it is evident 
that liberty >vill ever b» secured and per¬ 
fected, in proportion as those, to whom 
the legislative functions are deputed, pos¬ 
sess wisdom to discover, and virtue to 
abolish the restraints which fetter the in¬ 
dividual without benefiting the public. 
Hence the great end of representation is 
to return talent and inlegrily to the legis¬ 
lative assembly : and if it rJn he proved 
that this end would be better *ttained by 
tiienuial, thaii by annual parliaments, then 
triennial ought to be preferred. 

' SerPLEMEMT to No. 
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If Parliaments were rendered aimtmV 
the representative would be brought roorii 
under the controul of his constituents. 
Now as it is impossible' that a representa¬ 
tive should, on every political question, 
coincide in opinion with those by whom 
he is returned, bringing him so completely 
under their controul would iiold out to 
him a perpetual temptation to speak and 
to act, not in conformity to his own sen¬ 
timents, but in compliance with the pre¬ 
judices of ftiose whose votes were to be 
conciliated against the approaching elec¬ 
tion. The moral conduct of men is influ¬ 
enced more by the temptation^ than by 
the duties of their stations. Though some 
might be found, whom no fear of losing 
their seats could induce fy surrender their 
principles, yet, if members sat but for a 
twelvemonth, the great majority would, in 
the senate, have an eye to their next ictura, 
and deliver electioneering harangues ra¬ 
ther than deliberate for the good of the 
country. 

To talent annual parliaments would be 
still less friendly. The person who com¬ 
promised his sentiments, in order to con¬ 
ciliate his constituents against the next 
election, would gradually impair the 
powers of his understanding, and yield 
credence to the prejudices, and contracted 
notiofts which he habitually espoused; 
whjlc he who gave utterance to the deduc¬ 
tions of an enlighte ned mind, and unfold¬ 
ed those liberal principles, on the observ¬ 
ance of which the prosperity -Of nationi 
depends, w’ould shock the prejudices of the 
ignorant, encounter the hostility of those 
who profit by monopolies and e.xclusions, 
and, on the next election, woulS be sent 
back to a private station. 

In triennial parliameuts these evils would 
be in a great measure obviated.* Freed 
from a |>erpetual dependaiice on their 
constituents, representatives would have 
fewer temptations to surrender their prin¬ 
ciples, in order to secure the ensuing elec¬ 
tion : w'hile tlie length, of time betw'eea 
each election, would allow passion to cod, 
and prejudice to loose its liAld; would 
enable electors to experience, before the 
npxt return, the benefits oi'those measures, 
which at first their ignorance condemned; 
and wbu'd thus preserve tlietn from the 
pernicious, and degrading mistake, of pre¬ 
ferring the turbulent adventurer u> the 
eiilightcned master of legislative science. 
Triennial parliaments would not, indeed, 
bring them that visiunary perfection 
which nh human institution is permitted to* 
*gG 
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attain. They would not entirely remove 
the temptation to saCTificc principle at the 
shrine ofprejudice.jsor, in every instance, 
ensure the electron to political wisdom ; 
but they seem to constitute the middle 
path between two destructive precipices; 
to be the only means of avoiding, on one 
hand, that rlevotion to the court, which, 
when parliaments are septennial, enables 
a minister, however incapable and cor¬ 
rupt, to command a majority iathe House 
of Commons-; and, on the other hand, of 
shunning that excess of popular influence 
which would exclude, as wo are told is the 
case in America, integrity and talent from 
the administration of public aflairs, and 
return to the legislature whatever passion 
or prejudice happened to be tlie eijidemic 
of the day. 

Thus, Sir, I have stated, as clearly as 1 
am able, my reasons for preferring trien¬ 
nial parliaments. Should you have any 
thing to urge, either against tlte soundness 
of the principles 1 have assumed, or, the 
justness of the conclusions I have drawn, 
your objections shall be weighed with llie 
patient impartiality natural to one who is 
solicitous to ascertain the truth, and iiir- 
pressed with the importance of utianimity 
of sentiment among tlfose who advocate 
reform. 

London, [\Qlh Nm-emher, 180P. 


THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Stk, -and your Conesjjondcnts 

have treated an article in (Uie of the late 
numb( rs f)f the Edinburgh Review on the 
subject of ilie Reform of Parliament w'itb 
a severity inu more than it apparently de¬ 
serves. I am roiivlnced, however, that 
you were wrong in ^5Uj)|)eisiug it written to 
serve the party you conceive the author of 
that work to be attached to. I believe it 
to contain the genuine sentiments, or more 
properly the dreams,of the gentleman who 
Wrote_the article. It appears, 1 grant, most 
extraordinary at first sight, titat a man of 
education and abilities (and s u h the writer 
certainly is) should at this time, lay down 
such positions as. That tlie government of 
this country is how substantially vested in 
the House of Commons; that the hpuse is 
composed of those distinct classes suffi¬ 
ciently bnlancedWho represent, 1. The 
King, or the executive government, 2. the 
Aristocracy, and 3. the tfr'at body of 
the people^ And though this be not ac¬ 
cording tb.the original princip^eg of the 
comtitution, babpily all that is good ig 


those-principles is preserved and subsists, 
llaJ^ the voice of all ranks of the commu¬ 
nity is now heard in the house of commons 
to better ellect than ^,^rding to the old 
way of keeping tlieslvei»l branches of tlie 
legislature distinct. The w'onder, that 
such a man should write and think thus, 
ceases, when we reflect that one may have 
had the best education and possess great 
abilities, while he is completely ignorantof 
what is passing' in the world, it is im¬ 
possible that any man of honesty and com¬ 
mon 'tense, who had paid attention to the 
proceedings of the house of commons for 
the last ten or twenty years, could have 
written the articlciJn question, which be¬ 
trays the most extreme ignorance and self- 
conceit. In opposition to the theory he 
considers so beautiful, may it not be said, 
that though the voice of the people 
sounds, it is nut listened to, and is often 
drowned. It is strongly suspected (though 
our theorist seems not to be "tiwarc of it) 
that, besides his three classes, there is a 
fourth, and not the least numerous, w hich 
calcs neither for king nor lords nor peo¬ 
ple in the aggregate, thinking only of 
themselves and their onn selfish views; 
and as tliese can be promoted onfy by 
the ministers for the time being, it gives 
tlie e.xecutive government a preponderance 
which sinks tliC party of the people to no- 
'thing. The way by w'hich this class pro¬ 
cure access to the house is very apparent, 
and the first object of the reformers is to 
exclude it. • Granting that there is such a 
class, the Edinburgh Reviewer on his own 
principk s must be for excluding it. In¬ 
stead, tlierefore, of a fanciful .system, the 
Reviewer should attend to facts, but that 
is not the ( usiom of fine writers like him. 
•How destructive of his fine spfin work 
would it be to give a list of the members 
of the house of Commons who voted in the 

ease of the Duke of York?-But you 

are well aware, Mr. Cobbett, that a Review 
cannot be the work of one man ; and that 
'one article mu.st not be in flat contradic¬ 
tion to another ; yet, if you carefully at¬ 
tend to the Edinburgh Review*, I believe 
you w ill discover that 'there are gentle¬ 
men concerned in it, who entertain very 
difli icnt sentiments from the author of 
the ai tick you have commented on, with 
regard to tl)e house of commons. In the 
last number, is an article on ihe Conduct 
of the War, (jpom the most masterly pen, 
and lc.st. you shtnild not have the work be- 
Ibre you, I beg leave to transcribe' part of 
the conclusion, believing you will agree 
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with ine> that it cannot have too much pub¬ 
licity : and, therefore, that you will give 
this a place in a work so universally reatl 
as.y,our Register.—-After slating the parti¬ 
culars ot our famSus expeditions to Spain 
and Walcheren during the present year, 
the writer says: « After all these failures 
“ confessed, the only excuse of ministers, 
“ the only attejnpt they make to regain 
" the confidence of the pc/iple, is to tell 
" us, ‘ That the king has reigned fiftj^ 
“ ‘ years.' They have ruifted our allies ; 
“they have failed in every plan;<the:y 
“ have brought us through slaughter and 
“ disgrace, loaded with ignominy and 
“ weighed down almdkt with intolerable 
“ burdens, to the very brink of destruction, 
“ but ‘ the king is old and has reigned 

“ ‘ half a century.’-It now remains to 

“ be seen whc'llier that parliament which 
“ stands in no need of reformation, which 
“ speaks the sentiments of the country, 
“ which is a fair representation of the peo- 
“ pie of England, will be satisfied with this 
“ set-oHjand once more acrpiit the ministers. 
“ We cannot anticipate the decision, but 
“ if unhappily every measure and every 
“ minister should again be covered by the 
“ approbation of parliament, then we ven- 
“ ture to predict, not that the government 
“ is acquitted, but that parliament stands 
“ condemned, and we shouhl most uii- 
willingly l)c compiilled to appear in 
“ the foremost ranks of those who acknow- 
“ ledge that they arc convinced and con- 
“ verted. It is not'd less to disguise the 
“ matter; a refusal to punish the authors 
“ of our misfortur.es can only mean one of 
“ two things, cither that there has been no 
“ blame incurred, or that it is inexpedient 
“ to declare it, because such a re.solution 
“ wouludrive the guilty persons from thego- 
“ vernment. In the one case the parlia- 
“ ment will shew, that it is not the repre- 
“ sentative of the country; in the other, 
we shall have" a conclusive proof that 
“ the ministers of the crown are imniove- 
“ able. Resppnsibility will be no longer 
“ even a name, and the people will thence- 
“ forth recognize in the present council of 
“ the nation, not the guardian of their in- 
“ terests, and the chatnpion of their righl.s, 
" but a well contrived instrument of tax- 
“ ation. The consequences of such a de- 
“ cision will be productive of incalculable 
“ mischief; it w'ill complete the alienation 
"of the country from tjr* government, 
"and shame away-thi? boldti^t defenders 

" of the present system.”-1 am yours. 

Nos. 30, 1808. T. R. 


. SPECIAI. •JURIE.g. 

Sir; As every topic which relates to 
the jurisprudence of vhi.s country, must be 
regarded of serious import, 1. should feel 
myself inexcusably negligent, were f to 
pass over lightly any thin^ alfectlng so 
interesting a subject asTt ial by Jury ; I 
therefore sit down to answer the observa¬ 
tions which your correspondent, S. has 
made upois my letter of the SOtli Seplent- 
ber. Though I do not discern any argu¬ 
ment of your ingenious correspondent, 
which at all inclines me to alter the opi¬ 
nion I had formed and expressed respect¬ 
ing the present organization of H'pecial Ju¬ 
ries, I am glad thafdi.scussion has been re¬ 
newed, because I am sattsfied that nothing 
so eli’ectually tends to the correction of 
abuses, v.s the frequently bringing them 
under public consideration. Wi.at I have 
stated in my fornier letter, appears to me, 
and I think 1 shall satisfy your correspond¬ 
ent, is strictly tenable, in insisting that 
the persons composing ordinarv Juries, 
are not of the description intended for 
tlic oAice of Special-Jurymen, I ought 
not, and I trust am not considered, to be 
aspersing or complaining of (Jommon Ju¬ 
ries ; 1 merely vvVsli to discuss the .subject 
upoq principle, and upon that distinction 
which I contend the constitution has 
pointed out; and in so doing, 1 disclaim 
all intention of maligning any class of 
persons. I mention this to prevent an un¬ 
fair prejudice being excited, at the cx- 
pence of the understanding. I must again 
premise, that from time immemorial it has 
I been a custom in this countny to try 
causes of nicety before a select tribunal, 
called a Special Jury ; and that this privi¬ 
lege, which it di:;penfled upon discre¬ 
tion of judges to grant, though seldom oi‘ 
never refused, was by an act of the legisla¬ 
ture given to the subject as a matter of 
right, and that it is therefore a part of the 
constitution, that every man, who so 
chaoses, shall have hfe cause tried by a 
Special Jury. The expense attending 
the . exercise of ttiis right, including the 
sum paid to the jurymen for their attend- 
tmee, is, I believe, about ten pounds. The 
questjon, therefore, to be solyed, is, what 
class of persons the legislature intended 
should compose a Special Jury; it being 
perfectly clear, that such class is to be 
contra-distinguished from the persons serv- 
ing on Common Juries. Now, Sir, shop- 
keepfirj, among others, Cre cailCd upon 
.perform the functions tff ordinary Jiiry- 
2 G-2 
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iSien. Will your correspondent contend 
that property alone will qualify a common 
Jury-man for discharging the office of a 
special-one; and that the mere adventi¬ 
tious circumstance of his having by his 
owh industry, or the liberality of others, 
acquired a freehold estate of the annual 
-value of 20/., creates in him immediately 
all the necessary qualifications for the ex¬ 
ercise of such a duty. If your correspond¬ 
ent cannot successfully so contend, then 
is it clear, that a shopkeeper with such an 
appendage of property, is not the person 
qualified for, or intended to be, a Spec|al 
Jury-mam Eut, Sir, if this question could 
be considered still problematical, it would 
cease to be so, when ut is remembered, 
that Special •Tuk'y-men are denominated 
esquires, and that a tradesman with the 
before mentioned acquirement, is not en¬ 
titled to such an appellation. We are 
not now regarding the daily abuse of ti¬ 
tles in common life, but an esquire ac¬ 
cording to its legal import and definition. 
This brings me to the position whicli I 
contended for in my former letter, viz., 
that it is an abuse of office to class as 
Special Jury-men, such persons as I liave 
already noticed^ and I repeat, that if 
sheriffs continue .such a nial-arrangement,- 
as the conlitiuaiice of liie. usage of, their 
predece.ssors, I hold it to be an irnperiou.s 
duly in them, to add to the names of the 
Jury, their respective tra.les, and the places 
where such trades arc caialed on. If .such 
persons are to fill the ofnfe<|^f a Special 
Jury, it is at least fitting tha^j^ery mmi 
should know who l)eis.seiectirigra|hui;>eri<)r 
probit 3 ^ nicer talents, and more"TI[|finef! 
sentiments of honour and virtue, .s^ild 
*uch be h'w object in choosing such a tri¬ 
bunal. Your coriVspondtnt objects, Mr. 
Cobbett, that my ob.servations are not 
well founded, and that I have not consi¬ 
dered the subject deep enough, because, 
as he asserts, the trading part of the. com¬ 
munity is i)y far the umsi enlightened 
and the Ujost moral; and tliat their ver¬ 
dict upon ajl occasions, will be inor«.satis- 
factory than the verdict of such perWns, 
as I haye contended ougiit to be sum¬ 
moned on Spetfial Juries. To rueet tlte 
arguments of this gentleman, the jubject 
must be divided into two branches j the 
first, comprehending the intention of the 
Legislature in respect of the organization 
of Special Juries; and the second, how 
far the privilege afforded the subject, 
^pan be saidto bo beneficial to hhn. • Upon 
tb« firM division of tile subject, 1 have id- 
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ready stated my sentiments fully, and 1 
should hope satisfactorily; 1 shall now 
shortly say a few words upon the second. 
Your co^spondehi complains of'the de¬ 
pravity .of the men of fltrtune of the pre¬ 
sent day ; and he contrasts the qualifica¬ 
tions ot a modern gentleman, with those of 
a man formed under the admirable pre¬ 
cepts of Mr. Locke, as given in his Treatise 
on Education. 1 lament, Mr. •Cobbett, 
equally with your correspondent, that a 
finished educillion, and the manners of a 
gtntheman, should be yielded victims to 
the “ parade and pageantry of a Whip- 
Club,” and “ the attitudes ot a Bruiser.” I 
exceedingly lament. Sir, that your corres¬ 
pondent, in such language, should have so 
pertinently described the inglorious pur¬ 
suits of the age in which we live; but, 
Mr. Cobhelt, much as 1 bin reluctantly 
compelled to accede to the cOnsures of 
your currespoiKleiit, I cannot go along 
with him so far as to imagine tor an instant, 
that 48 men of fortune cannot be found in, 
so papulous a county as Middlesex, or in¬ 
deed in any other, of superior education, 
talents, probity, and domestic virtues, to 
so many shopkeepers. 1 cannot fqr. one. 
moment imagine thi.s, nor do 1 think the 
fact will at all bear out your correspond¬ 
ent in the observation. However the 
habits and aniuseruenls of modern lile may 
lend io corrupt the morals, and depreciate 
the understanding, it must not be for¬ 
gotten, that the son of a man of fortune 
has at least the ground-work, the elements 
of an education ; which it is the lot of 
very few, indeed, of the-inferior classes of 
society to possess: It must not be forgot¬ 
ten, that he is, in his early life, disciplin¬ 
ed uiider ina.sters of ecknowledgwl abili- 
wiei;, and unsullied virtue; and that he has 
instilled into him from the earliest pe¬ 
riod, by the perusal of schola.stic treatises, 
sentiments both honourable and liberal: 
that he has at least a foundation laid, upon 
n hich to raise a most admirable and finished 
■superstructure; and when ye con.sider, that 
it is not the quaUly of bViman nature to be 
suddenly and easily vitiated ; that" nemo 
repeiuiS turpissimusI cannot coincide 
in the sentiment, which would exclude the 
Htility of a Special Jury, and contend for 
so valuable an institution being worse than 
obsolete, oi^ the sole giiound of there being 
none qualified to fill the office. For these 
reasons, Sir, it^is 1 conteiul, that the Trial 
by a .Special Jury, will be found, in many 
cases, to promote, better than by any 
other, the ends of justice; and tbatffiepre- 
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sent organization is not according to the 
spirit ot the constitution, but defeats every 
tiseful purpose for wbich a Special Jury is 
chosen. I do not. Sir, impute any thing 
interested in the obServations of your cor¬ 
respondent, and I atn persuaded an equal 
degree of ingenuousness will preclude 
him from entertaining such an opinion of 
Kline. I am. Sir, &c., W. I'. S. 

Lincoln''s Inn, Nov. 30. • 


ON BANKING. 

Sir; I make no apology in addressing 
j'ou upon this subject, because I know' it 
is exceedingly iiilerestih^ to you, and to 
the public. To reach their eyes, the 
Weekly Register is probably the best 
medium. I shall be very concise, although 
the consequoncSs of this system requires 
great amplification and illustration. I 
shall state the advantages, the disadvan¬ 
tages, and how the present evils of it may 

be remedied.-1. The first and greatest 

advantage is the substitution of a paper 
medium for one of gold and silver; a very 
cheap instrument for a very costly one. 
The* oubstitution of paper for the precious 
metals, when Banks are under proper re¬ 
gulations, docs not add to the amount of 
money in circulation, but acts altogether 
as a subsfitute for gold and silver, and is 
not super-added to what previously was 
in circulation. By this substitution the 
precious metals have become useless, as 
an instrument of circulation at home, and 
are therefore sent abroad as an article of 
merchandize; and,’ in returns, are added 
to the active capital of the country. This, 
no doubt, constitutes no small part of the 
national yealth. This accession, how ever, 
of active capital, through the exportation 
of specie, has been pushed too far. The 
security of the paper is lessened by it; 
but the evil is capable of a remedy, .os I 

shall shewr hereafter.-II. The second 

advantage arising from this s)'stem is, that 
industry and commerce is greatly pro¬ 
moted, both by the Bank of England and 
the unincorporated Banks, by making ju¬ 
dicious loans to deserving men, who some¬ 
times, with little or no capital, have, by a 
proper use of such credits, advanced their 
own, and the national wealth. Ills owing 
to this advantage, in conjunction with the 
preceding, that has enabled the merchants 
of the United States to extpwd their com¬ 
merce, and acquire that wealth, which 
they 80 suddenly have done; and not, as 
the auU^ir of War in Disguise” attributes 
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it, to the covering of neutral property.——* 

■ III. A third advantage, which "is practised 
in Scotland, and probably by most of the 
unincorporated Banks in England, is the 
allowance of interest on deposits. Thig 
enables the merchant to do more busines*s, 
as well as the Banks, because they, by 
this means, receive greater deposit* : and 
the expence of the niercliant being less, 
he can afibrd to extend his trade; he need 
not keep maney by him unemployed to 

answer occasional demands.-IV. Under 

judicious regulations, a fourth advantage 
to this system arises by permitting a free 
competition, with the same advantages to 
all. By a free com|)etition, greater secu¬ 
rity is given to all; for no one will then 
be able to extend their nod;ii in circulation 
out of a proper proportion to their capital. 
Whereas, if the whole business were con¬ 
fined to one institution, that institution, 
with a small capital, might fiil th ■ w hole 
circulation ; and if, in addition to that, 
parliament makes a statute, which enables 
this institution to dispense with answ'cring 
their nqtes with the precious metals, it 
can do the whole business w'ith no capital 
at all; and, consequently, with no security 
at all.-The disadvantages of the Bank¬ 

ing system are : 1. That when Banks are 
unresirained in the emission of notes of all 
descriptions, they will necessarily banish 
all ’the precious metals from circulation ; 
and becoming useless f«r that purpose, are 
sent abroad. This is the caq^e of the 
embarrassmemt the country now suffers 
under from these institutions; it is the cause 
of the depreciation of the circulating me¬ 
dium ; there is not specie enough to answ'er 
occasional demands.-II. A second dis¬ 

advantage is, that when Banks are under 
even the best regulatrons, the pgper me¬ 
dium cannot, in the nature of things, be 
so perfectly secure as the precious metals ; 
the effect being to banish tliem, they can¬ 
not instantaneously be recalled. To do 
this, it is necessary to wait the slow ope¬ 
ration of commerce. A country, by w'ant- 
ing this security, might suftv iiifinitely 
more than the acquisition of active capital 
has been of advantage. The idea of pre¬ 
venting the exportation of specie by sta¬ 
tute isk perfectly absurd and* impossible, 
and unworthy of an enlightened legisla¬ 
ture..-III, In time of war especially 

every wise government ought to have its 
wealth and credit and the property of 
every individual supported by^the best 
possibles basis; and undoubtedly a natioa 
30 very wealthy as this wunlry oitght ta 
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have none other than a gold and silver cir¬ 
culating medium, even in times of jjeace. 
It is an object of the first consequence to 
consolidate its wealth ; to be prepared to 
meet gvents, especially in time of war; to 
prevent fluctuations in exchanges; and, 
indeed, to give a.stable price to every arti- 

ticle of exchange, of commerce.-The 

depreciation of the circulating medium 
may be dated from the time the Bank of 
England was dispensed from t'iie payment 
of s))e.cie for their notes ; from that mo¬ 
ment the decline has indeed been slow but 
certain. This was done in tho adminis¬ 
tration of Mr. Pitt, and was equally a 
proof of the temerity and ignorance of that 
minister in this jjranch of political ceco- 
nomy. That crisis was brought on hy 
the Bank’s issuing too much paper, and 
the most obvious of all remedies was to 
oblige them to call a part of it in again, 
and to restrain certain notes from being 
again issued. To remed}’^ the evils of the 
present circulating medium is certainly 
possible, and very important; for, unless 
a remedy is applied, it is difficult.to per¬ 
ceive how the credit of Bank paper, or 
that of the nation, can be supported. I 
will not sav it is not possible ; but I am 
much mistaken if that of the nation is not 
now supported liy the Sinking Fund. In 
proportion to tlie depreciation of paper 
will be the increase of emission, until the 
depreciation will 5c as great as that of 
Denmark,* Austria, Prussia, and Russia, 
and will end as they will probably end ; 
the immediate cau.se of their depreciation, 
is the overflewing tlie circulation, wiiliont 
there being rirovidcd any means of re¬ 
deeming juiy part of it, as is the case in 
tliis country witii ilia 5aiiks; and when 
our goveniin nt redeems any part, cf its 
debt, it is altogether iinpossiblc to realize 
it in specie. It is worthy of remark, in 
this place, that the government of Fi ance 
sees the errors of its neighbours, takes ad¬ 
vantage of them, and avoids them. 'I’iiat 
government appears to possess all the in¬ 
telligence,, find all the wickedi.cEs, bf all 
the governments that have evei' exPsted. 
It has never been remarked by our stateg- 
mcn, but undoubtedly one of tlie principal 
causes of tlit success of the French arms,, 
has been the wretched state of the circu¬ 
lating medium of those nations which 
France has combatted. Paper, to any 
amount, is issued to supply the nece.ssitles 
of (heir gji'yernnvent.s; no method arranged 
for its redempticyi, or to controul its depre¬ 
ciations' The faith of their governments ik 


sufficient, in time of peace, to give it some 
value. A war with France is threatened ; 
to prepare for this event, great issues are 
necessary. A battle egsues, and, as has 
been commonly the case, the arms of 
France bear oif the victory. Immediately 
the credit of the circulating medium is 
neariv destroyed; gold and silver are ba¬ 
nished; the revenues and loans and re¬ 
sources of the country being payable only 
in this papet\is of no value. The govern¬ 
ment con.sequently cannot rally its army ; 
they liave no supplies, or if rallied, so 
feebly is it done, that it is only to be de¬ 
feated again. It \^as so, this present year, 
with Austria. It Was .so, in I80b, with 
Prussia; tlie Obligations of that govern¬ 
ment fell 90 per cent, under par after the 
battle of Jenna. The currency of Den¬ 
mark is now 7.5 percent, below par; the 
French, in a single battle, would overthrow 
that .monarchy. In Riissiar an empire 
whose natural resources are second to 
none on earth, the silver ruble is w'orth 
three paper ones of the same nominal 
amount; and scarce a -silver one to be 
seen. ,ln 18 months, in all probability, 
the paper ones will be worth noJliing; 
and when they are so, Napoleon will soon 
seek an apology, for war with Alexander,; 
and Russia is found without resources. 
Alcxanilcr is .sent to Moscow. The govern- 
ment of that country ajipcar to be too ig¬ 
norant to see the evil, or, at any rate, to 
remedy it ;- and probably, if they had the 
wisdom to do it, Napoleon would enjoin a 
dillerent project. Amidst this wretched 
state of the currency of the Continent, 
France and Holland have theirs of the 
pi eci'ous metals; subject to no mismanage- 
,rncnt or depreciation. Will not Engia/id 
take warning of her neighbours ? Is not 
this a lesson I'or our government i The 
exchange between this country and Ham¬ 
burgh has been from 'iO to 30 per cent, 
against us, for the last seven months. This 
must be certainly owing to the deprecia¬ 
tion of our currency; foi' our exports to 
the continent have been many times greater 
than our imports. The quantity of colo¬ 
nial produce and British mauofacturet 
smuggled from Heligoland to the continent 
has been^truly astonishing. Instead, lb*re- 
fore, of the exchange being against us, it 
ought to Have been in our favour ; and 
no doubt would have been so, had the cur¬ 
rency of this*country maintained its nomi¬ 
nal value. ■ It is true, the remittances, in 
aid' of Austria, have had their influence on 
the exchange; but these would never have 



@41] DECEMBER 16, I 8 O 9 !— Banlcing. [942 


been made to tlie disadvantage of the 
country, had our currency been of tht^ 
precious metals, or had there been no de¬ 
preciation of papinr. At this moment the 
exchange is getting better, but this must 
be attributed to the remittances made by 
the Americans, who have got their cargoes 
into Tonningen, and so to Hamburgh; of 
which t|icre lifts been between one and 
two hundred sail. Thosfe persons w'ho 
wish the national debt dissuived, will pro¬ 
bably be gratified, if the present st^te of 
the Banking system goes on several years 
longer; and if this was the only evil to he 
apprehended, this prosjiect might honestly 
be a source of sincere congratulation. But 
it must be remembered, that not the na¬ 
tional debt only would become of nominal 
value, but tli«i circulating medium, the re¬ 
presentative of the whole wealth of the 
empire, would become so; it could no 
longer perform its functions. There would 
be no substitute ; the precious metals arc 
abroad, and can only be recalled by the 
slow operations of commerce. In the 
mean time w’e have an enemy thundering 
at_ the gates ; he has nine times the phy- 
sical’strength that we have. We are be¬ 
come bis only enemy. He has been 
xvatcliing for this crisis. He knows the 
destruction of this country is the only way 
to cons'olidate the present order of thingp 
in France ; this alone will give perpetuity 
to his usurpation. But while this empire 
remains unimpaired, his death will Be 
the signal for another revolution. In the 
distracted slate, of the finances of this 
country, which seems to be threatened, 
all his energies will he put forth. Con¬ 
fidence among ourselves, how could it 
contintie ? The body-politic in a con¬ 
vulsion, without nerves ! and more than 
this, I leave for the imagination of your 
readers.—^'fhe declension of our com¬ 
merce abroad has been certain, but the 
depreciation of our currency has been 
greater; and, therefore the nominal 
amount of th*e revenues have encreased, 
while the real value has diminished. The 
government and the nations are under 
this delusion, they think we are pros¬ 
pering while we are declining. It is 
analogous to the patient uqder a con¬ 
sumption, he believes, till the moment 
of his death, he is getting better and 
better. While every maiJI brings us ac¬ 
counts of new obstruertons to our com¬ 
merce, the governrtfent ceVtainly ought 
to second the drawing in of so much of 
it (sinqe there are new hazards to its cx-‘ 


tension,) as will place bur national wealth 
upon its surs.st possible basis, which can 
only be done by substltuiirig the precious 
metahs for the present currency. This 
brings me to the last consideration, fhe 
remedy to be applied to heal the. present 
evils ; or rather the mode best adapted 
to vrestore to the country the precious 
metals, or to make paper have the true 
representation of them.—To expect to 
abolish tb^ monopoly of Banking, and to 
have cstabli.sbcd a regular competition in 
incorporated companies, is certainly ab¬ 
surd to calculate upon ; nor do I know, 
since the competition is already very 
great liom the unincorporated compa¬ 
nies, which must be n^early as efficient, 
that it is indispensable. Indeed I think 
it is not.—It is evident, that as the pre¬ 
cious metals arc banished abroad, should 
Parliament pass an act obliging the Bank 
of England to answer their notes with 
specie, it would be altogether impossible 
for the Bank to comply. To oblige ibetn, • 
and all other Banks, to curtail their emis- 
sionsy>would be a law, that might so easily 
be evaded and so difficult to enforce, that 
this likewise would be inoperative ; nor 
if it could be enforced, would it probably 
answer the purpose of recalling the pre- 
clods metals into the country. The only 
judicious remedy then, is to prescribe by 
act of parliament, the circulation first of 
notes of certain desetiptions. It must not 
be by obliging the Banks to call in their 
largest notes ; for this would be making 
way only for those of other denominations. 
But it could not be so, if it were enacted 
that first one pound notes and under 
should no longer circulate ; for then, that 
part of the currency, which is now of ne¬ 
cessity filled with notes of tlas descrip¬ 
tion, must of necessity be filled with 
specie. It is very probable that half the 
money in circulation is money of this de¬ 
nomination ; but no doubt a great part of 
it acts in the office of notes of a higher 
denomination; of course notes of a higher 
.denomination would be inmiediately. is¬ 
sued, to fill the void occasioned by draw¬ 
ing away the one pound notes; but for 
all that sum which circulates of necea- 
sity'in the office of one pound notes, must 
be, could only be supplied by specie: and 
no doubt this sum is immense, probably it 
may be on« quarter of the whole circula¬ 
tion. The Banks would be compelled to 
cuii^il Jheir discounts, to ans4r^r for theone 
pounll notes flowing in. upon them. The. 
merchants would certainly be idistressed 

f 
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for money; but this is the gentlest re¬ 
medy tht disease admits of} and perhaps 
it would be necessafy for the government 
to stand and aid the Bank with new 
coined guineas to relieve the pressure ;. 
and in doing this they would have no 
cause to fear the guineas would be sent 
abroad.forthey would instantly beabsorb- 
ed into the circulation to take the place 
of the one pound notes; from which it will 
be difficult, nay impossible to draw them. 
After the community had recovered a little 
from this distress, which might perhaps 
be 3 or 4 months; then let the act 
proscribe fwo pound notes in like manner; 
again, after a suitable season, three pound 
notes; then foui\ and so on to at least 
twenty-five pound notes, and all between 
these and fifty, &c. &c. So that there 
must be restored to the circulation all the 
specie necessary to make exchanges with 
under twenty-five pound notes. Jt would 
probably fake twelve months, with suc- 
t cessful foreign commerce, to relieve this 
absorption of so much of the real, for the 
factitious, wealth of this country. .After 
this quantity of specie got into circulation, 
no doubt the Bank of England would find 
no difficulty in answering with specie all 
the demands that would be made upon 
them ; and consequently all other Bdnks 
could do so too. When, therefore, th« 4 y 
should be obliged to resume their answer¬ 
ing all demands in this way, there would 
then be no difference between the value 
of paper anil bullion, because bullion 
could instantly be realized for it. The 
exchange between London and Hamburgh 
would without doubt be in favour of Eng¬ 
land. This,then, in time of peace, would 
be a happy state of .the .currency of the 
country. *It might with great safety rest 
here. But a country so wealthy as this, 
«nd so frequently at war, ought to have 
no paper circulation. The immense de¬ 
mand for specie to support foreign expe¬ 
ditions, will occasionally cause paper cre¬ 
dit to vibrate, and sometimes weakcn.it; 
but if there Were no paper in circulatiim, 
of course all the revenues of the country 
would be received in specie, and the go-, 
verament in consequence would find no 
embarrassmeift in collecting what vi^onld 
be wanted to support these expeditions, 
and the banks would feel nothing of them. 
Is not this a most desirable state of things? 
Is it not, in these evil times, the first obli¬ 
gation of th‘e. Government thus to,coB¥oli- 
, dfie the national wealth ? The energies of 
f^iis 'couiHry could not then be shaken. It 


is true it could only be done by dimi- 
ifishing in alike degree, the active capital 
of the country ; but what would be lost to 
commerce would be of^small considera¬ 
tion, when compared to the greater addi¬ 
tional security and strength the country 
would derive from it. If this remedy be 
not pursued, it needs no great perspicuity 
to see that the present currency ipust suf¬ 
fer a continued'^ depreciation, and what is 
lost by dcpreo’ation must be supplied by 
additipnal emissions nntil * ****** 
* * ♦ I have extended these observations 
much beyond my intention when I com¬ 
menced. A great ^eal yet remains to be 
said; but I shall suspend them, at least 
for the present.— —An Oeconomist. 

Nop. 30th, 1109. 


PAPER-MONEY. 

Sir ;• Your correspondent Wr F. S. ap¬ 
pears to me to object, on just grounds, to 
Mr. Bernard’s inference, that “ Bank 
Notes are depreciated, because Guineas 
will pass for a greater value on the conti¬ 
nent than they do here.” After, however, 
premising that I also am but a TyroV and 
shall be open to conviction, he will excuse 
me if I cannot at present coincide with him 
in all his ideas respecting a circulating 
medium.—-It will be admitted, that this 
medium, in all countries, consists of mate¬ 
rials intrinsically of little value, and un¬ 
likely to be largely diverted by the hold¬ 
ers from a use wherein their relative value 
is so great. An increase,or diminution of 
the currency must therefore always alfect 
the nominal value of every article of com¬ 
merce. Its increase will be attended, or 
soon followed, by an advanced pft'ice of 
commodities; its diminution by a reduced 
price. But where this is confined to a 
particular state, both cause and eflect will 
be of sliort duration : for such part of the 
circulating medium of a country, as is in 
equal use with neighbouring states, will, 
in the former instance, soofi find its way 
into those states, where it will now pur¬ 
chase a greater quantity of the produce, of 
the soil and of industry, than in that 
whence it comes, till each state has a 
share of tl\e aggregate amount of (be cur¬ 
rency of all, proportioned to its share of 
the whole produce ; on the other hand» 
where the circulating medium is diminish¬ 
ed, there will be^an influx of the precious 
metals, as thfey are fSalled, or of whatever 
may be the general commercial medium 
from abroad, till the same equal ^istriba* 
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tion has been effected. A part of the cir> 
calating medium of a commercial state | 
ought to be of a nature common with 
th» of the countrifs with which it trades, 
not only on account of the facilities there¬ 
by afforded to its foreign traffic generally, 
but because many valuable branches of 
such traffic cannot be carried on without 
it at all. .Were tsuch a state so imprudent 
as, at any time, to increase that part of its 
currency, bearing credit exclusively at 
home, till it became alone equal tq its 
just proportion of the general currency of'~ 
the great commercial republic ; the con¬ 
sequences would doubtlefs be the total dis¬ 
appearance of the specie of that slate, and 
a dangerous blow to the prosperity of its 
foreign trade; for it is evident, from what 
lias before bcen,said, that the merchandize 
hitherto procured only in exchange for 
the precious metals, ndll no longer be 
within its reach at all by a direct trade, 
whilst its general foreign commerce w’ili 
lie under great disadvantages. But were 
its Paper Currency further increased, the 
evil consequences would be incalculable. 
Ail i/is manufactures and its natural pro¬ 
duce hfecessarily rising in nominal value 
with the ’increased currency, and then 
people, wiih equal ingenuity and industry 
and equal advantages of climate and soil, 
will be enabled to undersell it in every 
article not the exclusive produce of its 
own territory ; and will continue to do so, 
till the superfluity of .its Paper Currency 
is withdrawn from circulation. Indivi¬ 
duals, indeed, mightjbenefit by the misfor¬ 
tunes of the community in this case as 
well as in others. The banker, 1 suppose, 
first; next the farmer at rack-rent, who 
would noh^ pay his rent with a smaller 
proportion of his produce, and his smith’s, 
wheelwright’s, and draper’s bills with the 
same proportion as before : m a less de¬ 
gree lessees generally. But the lessor, 
the annuitant, the merchant, and, above 
all, the manufacturer, would suffer severely 
or be totally ruined ; and with them the 
revenues of the state. On the other hand, 
were there a great and undue diminution 
of the currency, the chief sttfierers in the 
former case, would in this, generally, be-. 
come opulent, but with very great,distress 
to the rest of the people. The evil from 
this cause would, however, commonly soon 
work its own cure; but it njight not al¬ 
ways do so. For instance, the case of 
large loans m subsidies th foreign powers, 
and of extensive expedition.®, were the 
whqle or eyeii a large jpart of the specie 


required raised out of (he circulating cur¬ 
rency, not only would so great and sudden 
a reduction of the curi'ency cause embar¬ 
rassment and distress to the people, but 
soon, (through their inability to pay the 
taxes), in all probability to the government 
also. And this evil might be lasting; for 
War, that caused it, is likely to impede its 
cure. With us this evil is obviated by a 
chartered Bank, wherein is deposited the 
superfluous currency, and whence on emer¬ 
gency it is drawn for the service of the 
state; the revenues being pledged to the 
.Bank proprietors for the due payment of 
the interest, and the privilege of keeping 
in circulation, as a legal substitute for the 
coin of the state, an untttfied paper cur¬ 
rency to a certain amount, being also 
granted them in return for the occasional 
accommodation, and the better to enable 
them to continue it.—The present condition 
of our commerce gives no cause for appre- 
heirsion that the paper currency of this 
country has yet reached a very dangerous 
extent; and it is to be hoped that our 
legislature has still virtue and wisdom 
enough left to prevent its doing so : but 
I cannot help observing that I know of no 
law for limiting ibe'is.stie of Country-Bank 
Notes, and tiialthis subject seems to merit 
peculiar attention.—So much lor a circu- 
'lating medium in general ; now for the 
proportional value of^old to silver—of 
a guinea to a shilling—a question of com¬ 
paratively small importance. Were coin 
allow'ed to be freely exported, the conse¬ 
quence would be that at home, where the 
laws (and wisel}') have fixed tlveir rela¬ 
tive value, we should have a greater pro¬ 
portion of gold than of silver in circula¬ 
tion, when the relative value of gold to 
silver is higher here than abroad J and a 
greater proportion of silver when the rela¬ 
tive value of .silver is higher. In other 
w'ords ; when our neighbours on the Con¬ 
tinent would give us two or three and twen¬ 
ty shillings for a guinea, we should export 
gold and import .silver; would they return 
us ous guineas at the price of nineteen or 
twenty shillings each, we should export 
siWer and import, gold ; till in either in¬ 
stance the currency of the country con¬ 
sisted of a much greater proportion of one 
metal and a less of the other, or possibly 
of one of them exclusively. Part of the 
exported coin will in each case be appHed 
to the purchase of merchandize of intrinsic 
value; •such application nlituraliy arising^ 
-from the’saperiluity caused* by .the advan-* 
tageous exchange. This .should^seem to 
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be a real benefit to a country, and with 
certain regulations to the traffic it un¬ 
doubtedly would be so: but the exporta¬ 
tion of gold and silver uncoined should 
alone be permitted, and our own coin the 
only coin admitted as a legal tender at 
home,forthe currency of the country would 
otherwise very soon coasist of an almost 
endless variety of foreign coins, mixt with 
and perhaps almost superseding our own; 
whereby our domestic trade would sutler 
considerable embarrassment. Our legis¬ 
lature has accordingly attached severe pe¬ 
nalties to, the exportation of coin,, and has 
moreover endeavoured to previuit the 
temptation, by making its .standard, as to 
weight and purity, something interior to 
the guanlity and quality that each coin 
will, on the average of the market for se¬ 
veral years, purchase in the same metal. 
A crown will generally purchase more 
than its w'eight in .silver—a guinea more 
than its weight in gold of equal fineness ' 
with itself respectively. But this latter 
measure cannot fie carried to an extent 
that will guard against every variety of 
the market without holding out too great 
temptation fur a fraudulent imitation of 
the coin the laws against its exportation 
are consequently not thereby rendered 
unneces.sary ; so far from it that both 
precautions jointly at times ])rove insuffi¬ 
cient.—Possibly it may be asked : how 
then is a coinagt; attended with loss to 
govcrnmdtits ? 1 answer:« not in tlie ex¬ 
change of gold and silver coin, for their 
uncoined materials: hut in tliat of. new 
coin for,old of the same denominations, 
and in equal numbers ; which is occasion¬ 
ally rendered necessary by the reduction 
' in weight of the old coin, through use, and 
the conlequent temptation for fraudulent 
imitations. It may not he amiss to make 
a few observations respecting forgery, 
whether of the coin or paper of a stale, 
though this is not strictly the proper place. 
First, ofcoin. The circulation of fal.se coin 
would in the first place, impede traffic by 
the attentton necessary from jndiwduals 
to the examination of the specie offered to 
them in the course of hu.sincss: but, were 
the circulation of base coin to become 
very extenlive, it would, in addition to this 
evil, be attended with all the fatal conse¬ 
quences above enumerated in .speaking of 
a superfluity in the paper <currcncy, with¬ 
out the temporary accommodation which 
^the stale might have experienced! by an 
'increased issunof its own papeV. A re- 
naedy ibr this can only be found in tlie 
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detection of the false coin and the with- 
plrawing it from circulation : a measure 
attended, perhaps, with the ruin of many 
innocent individual!;, bqt with unqualified 
advantage to the state, which is under no 
obligation to remunerate them for their 
loss. The same observations will apply 
yet more forcibly to the forgery of state 
paper, but in this case, aS the temptation 
is greater on dccount of the worthlessness 
of the matcKal.s, it becomes a duty of 
every government to render the imitation 

proporiionably more difficult.-1 am. 

Sir, your obedient servant, Z. 

Near Veterboroufh, VJth, Nov. 180.Q. 


Mn. C-SNNtNc’s Statf.mknt. — (Concluded 
from p. fiOd.J 

Of the extent to wliiefi this self-imposed 
restriction appears to have gone, 1 had not 
any suspicion. 1 knevy indeed that your 
Lordship had stipulated to keep the time 
of the disclosure to I,ord Castlcreagh in 
your own hand.s; but subsequently to my 
being made acquainted with that stipula¬ 
tion, 1 had received the assurances, which 
I have already de.scribed, on behhlf of 
“ Lord Castlereagh’.s I’riemls;” and had 
rciied upon those assnraiice.s. 

It was oot till the (ith of September that 
1 learnt that those assurances" had not 
been carried into effect. It was not till 
the l!>th of September that I learnt that 
your Lordship had been no party to them. 
Theii indeed I learnt that your Lordship 
had not only “ not ci^gagcd” to make the 
communication [ireviously to the “ issue 
of the E.xpedition being known here”— 
but that in July you had “ stated to one of 
our Colleagues,” (not the Duke of Port¬ 
land)—“ wfio was nrging an earlier communi- 
cationP that the “time of communication, 
“ so far as you were concerned, was for 
“ you to decide; but that no one had a 
“ right to say you did not perform that 
“ part in the transaclion in which j'ou 
“ were concerned, if you did not open pour 
“ lips to Lord Castla'eagh before the issue qf 

the Expedition was known heie.” 

This information I received from your 
.Lordship, in a letter dated the ]9th of 
StqjteiTjher. It was then perfectly new to 
me. 

I leave yourLord.ship to judge what must 
have been ipy surprise, when, after receiv¬ 
ing from jyouV Lordship, on the evening of 
the 19th of Septetnber, this.frank avowal of 
the real origin of the concealment main¬ 
tained, during this latter and npist import- 
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ant period, towards Lord Castlereagli, I 
i-eceived on the following morning Lor^ 
Castlereagh’s Letter of the same date, 
m&king me responsible for that conceal¬ 
ment. 

I have not to trouble your Lordship with 
any farther observations. 

1 have confined myself to matters grow¬ 
ing out (^f Lord Casclcieagli’s Letter, and 
out of your I.ordship's ^itatement: on 
those alone have I any right to claim your 
Lordship’s attention. , 

To this Address to your Lordship I 
have been compelled to resort, however 
reluctantly, to vindicj^e my private ho¬ 
nour. As to any charges against my 
public conduct—this is not the mode to 
re|)ly to them. If any such shall be brought 
against me, at,tiie proper time and in the 
proper place I shall be prepared lo meet 
and to repel them. 

1 have the honour to be, with great re¬ 
spect, My Lord; Your I.ordship’s most 
obedient humble Servant, 

(iEoEGE Canning. 


' • • OEi’ICIAL PAPERS. 

SivEDEN AND Ressia. — Treaty of Peace Ik- 
tweeu Sweden and Russia, Dated o-Mth 
Se})t.\W^d.—(Concludedfromp. S:i‘2.J , 

All sequestrations of pro¬ 
perty or revenues shall in consequence be 
immediately rernoveal, and the property 
shall be reserved lo the owners ; it being 
well understood that such as become sub¬ 
jects of either of the two Powers, in virtue 
of the preceding Article, shall have no 
right to claim from the Sovereign, of 
whom they have ceased to be a subject, 
the annuities or pensions which may have 
been obtained in virtue of acts of grace, 
concessions, or appointments, for preced¬ 
ing services. 

XII. The titles, domains, archives, and 
other documents, public and private, the 
plans and charts of fortresses, towns, and 
territories, devolved by the present Treaty 
to his Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, including the charts and papers 
which may be deposited in tfie Sui veyor!s 
Oflice, shall be fiiiihfully delivered up, 
within the space of six months ; or if that 

{ ieriod should be found too short, at the 
atest within one year. , 

Xin. Immediately aftet the exchange 
of the ratifications, thS High \^ontracting 
Parties shall remove all sequestrations 
which mjy have been placed on the pro- 
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perty or revenues of {lie respective inha¬ 
bitants therein situated. 

XIV. The debts, b&th jpublic and pri- 
vatc, contracted by the Fins in Sweden, 
and vice versa, by the Swedes in Finland, 
shall be discharged on the terms and con¬ 
ditions stipulated. 

XV. The subjects of either of the High 
Contracting Parties, to whom inheritances 
may fall in the States of one or the other, 
maV, witho*ut obstacle, take possession of 
the"same, and enjoy it under the protec¬ 
tion of the laws. The exercise of this 
right, however, in Finland, is subject to 
the stipulations of Article X. in virtue of 
which the proprietor shall either fix his 
residence in the country;, or sell the inhe¬ 
ritance within three years. 

XVI. The duration of the Treaty of 
Commerce between'the High Contracting 
Parties being limited to the 17th (26th) 
Oct. 181!, his Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia consents not to reckon its interrup¬ 
tion during the war; and that the said ' 
Treaty shall continue in force until the 1st 
(13th)’February, IS 13, with respect to 
every' thing not contrary to the disposi¬ 
tions of tlie Commercial Manifesto issued 
•at St. Petersburgh’, Jan. 1st, 1806. 

XVII. The territories incorporated with 

the llussian Empire, in virtue of this 
Treaty, being attached to Sweden, by 
commercial relations^ which long inter¬ 
course, neighbourhood, and reciprocal 
wants have rendered almost indispensable, 
the High Contracting Parties, desirous of 
preserving to their subjects these means 
of mutual advantage, agree to make such 
arrangements as may he necess’ary for 
consolidating them. In the mean time, 
until they come -to an understanding on 
this subject, the Fins shall have llic power 
of importing from Sweden, ore, smelted 
iron, lime, stones for building smelting fur¬ 
naces, and in general all the oilier produc¬ 
tions of the soil of Sweden.—In return the 
Sw'cdes may export from Finland, cattle, 
fish, corn, cloth, pitch, planks, wooden 
utensils of all kinds, wood for building, 
and, in general, all the other productions 
•f the soil of the Grand Duchy.—This 
traffic sh'dll be re-establishe^ and main¬ 
tained to the 1st (13th) of October, 1811, 
precisely on the same fooling as it was 
before the war, and shall be liable to no 
interruption t>r burden, with the reserva¬ 
tion of such restrictions as the political 
relations •of the two Slates niSy rendoj- 
jiecessapy. * 

XVUl, Theannualexportationdf50,000 
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schetwerts of corn, mrchased in the ports 
of the Gulph of Finland, or of the Baltic, 
belonging to Russisr, is granted to his Ma¬ 
jesty the King of Siteden, free of the ex- 
poBt duty, on proof being shewn that the 
purchase has been made on his account, 
or in virtue of his authority.—^Years of 
scarcity, in which the exportation shall be 
prohibited, are excepted, but the quantity 
in arrear, in consequence of such order, 
may Be made up when the prohibition 
thall be removed. 

XIX. With respect to salutes at sea, 
the two High Contracting Parties agree to 
regulate them on the footing of the most 
perfect equality between the two Crowns. 
When their vessels of war meet at sea, 
the salutes shall take place in conformity 
to the rank of the Commanders, in such 
manner that he who holds the superior 
rank shall receive the first salute, which 
shall be returned gun for gun. If the 
commanders are of equal rank, no salute 
shall take place on either side; before 
castles, fortresses, and at the entrance of 
ports, the party arriving shall salute first, 
and the salute shall be returned gun for 
gun. 

XX. Difficulties which m^ arise on 
points not determined by this Treaty shall 
be discussed and settled by Ambassadors 
or Ministers Plenipotentiary respectively 
appointed, who shall be guided by the 
spirit of conciliation which has dictated 
the Treaty? 

XXI. This Treaty shall be ratified by 
tlie two Contracting Powers; and the ra¬ 
tifications exchanged in proper and due 
form, w'ithin four weeks, or sooner, if ])os- 
sible^ reckoning from the day of the sig¬ 
nature of the present Treaty.—In faith of 
which the undersigned, in virtue of 
our full powers, have signed the present 
Treaty of Peace, and have thereto affixed 
our seals. 

Done at Friedricksham, this 3-17 th of 
,%pteiaber, in the year of Grace, 1809.; 

Count Nicholas d® Romanzoff. 
DXvip Alopeus. ■ \ 

Count Stedinck. 

A.^ F, Skjoldebrand. 


Abaraet tfte New Constitution tf 
SWEDEN. 

§ 1 to 9.;—^Tbe Government of Sweden 
shall be mpnarchical and hereditary, with 
limitidioir'to issue male. The, King 
must be of the true evangelical Religion, 
•Hd mdstgovern confordlably to this <^n- 


stitution, and with imd by the advice of a 
Council of State (Stats Rad) the members 
of which are to be appointed by the King, 
who is wholly exempt from responsibility, 
but the Members are re^ionsible for their 
advice. The Members must be natives 
of Sweden, and of the true evangelical 
faith. The Council shall consist of nine 
Members, viz. the Ministes' of State for 
.Tudicial Afi'airs^ the Minister of State for 
Foreign Aftiirj, six Counsellors, of whom 
three at least must be civil officers, and 
the chancellor of the Court. The Secre¬ 
taries of State shall have a seat in the 
Council, whenever any case belonging to 
their respective departments shall be 
under deliberation. A father and a son, 
or two brothers, cannot be Members oi 
the Council at the same time. There are 
four Secretaries of State, namely, one for 
the Foreign Department, one for the 
Home Dejiartment, one for the Exchequer 
or Financial Department, and one for the 
Ecclesiastical Department. All the allairs 
of Government (except the diplomatic or 
foreign relations, and the immediate com¬ 
mand of the army and navy) shall be sub¬ 
mitted to the consideration and d&iision 
of the King, assisted by at least three 
Members, exclusive of the acting Secre¬ 
tary, which number is required to consti¬ 
tute a Council of State for the transaction 
of business. A minute shall be made of 
all the proceedings of the Council, every 
Member present shall be unconditionally 
bound to give his advice, but the privi¬ 
lege of deciding is vested in the King, 
who,' by virtue of his prerogative, may 
assent or dissent from any measure, in op¬ 
position to the votes or opinions of all the 
Members. But in the possible event of 
the decision of his Majesty being repug¬ 
nant to the constitution and laws, the 
Members are required by the most solemn 
obligation to remonstrate, and in case any 
Member's opinion shall not be duly re¬ 
corded, such Member shall be deemed 
guilty of counselling and abetting the King 
in his unconstitutional decision. 

§ 9 to 1.9.—Before any appeal can be 
made to the King in Council, it must be 
submitted to the Secretary of State, and a 
Council specially appointed for bearing k. 
Ministerial or political affiiirs are to be 
considered and decided by the King, who 
in the exercise of his prerogative must 
take the advibu of his Minister of State 
for Foreign'AfiairsFand the Chancellor of 
the Council, who are responsible for their 
advice. The King may conclude TieatiM 
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with foreign powers, after consulting the 
said Minister of State, and Chancellor. 
The King, previous to his declaring war or| 
coocluding peace, must state to the Coun¬ 
cil his motive for ao doing, and the mem¬ 
bers shall give their opinion on the subject 
under their own responsibility. 

§ 13 to 15. —The supreme command 
of the navy and army is vested in the 
King; a»also t^e ultimate .decision in all 
matters relative thereto, assisted by the 
Minister of State for eitheif service, who 
shall be responsible for their advice. * 

§ 16—^The King cannot deprive, or 
cause any subject to be deprived, of his 
life, liberty, honour, oitproperty, without 
trial and judgment, nor can he harass or 
persecute any person for his religious opi¬ 
nions, provided the promulgation of them, 
or the exercistf of his religion, be not in¬ 
jurious to the coramunit}'. 

§ 16 to 27.—Relate to the constitution 
of a Council of Justice, which is to consist 
of six Noblemen and six Commoners, 
who are to decide in Judicial alfairs. The 
King has also two votes, and may pardon 
criminals, and mitigate or commute pu- 
nishments- 

^ .27 to 31,—The King, in the Council 
of^State, is to appoint persons to Civil and 
Military Oflices; as also tlie Archbishop 
and Bishops in the manner formerly, 
done. 

§ 32.—Ambassadors, Envoys, &c. to 
Foreign Courts, arc to be nominated by 
the King, in the presence of the Mini.ster 
of State for Foreign Atlair.s, and the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Court. 

§ 32 to 35. —Describe the manner of ap¬ 
pointing Civil and Military Officers, and 
what officers holding situations of osten¬ 
sible trust and confidence, may be re¬ 
moved at the pleasure of the King, hav¬ 
ing previously signified his pleasure to 
the Council. 

§ 35 to 38.—The King cannot remove 
» Judge from his office, except for just 
cause and proof of criminality'^. The 
King is to have the privilege of creating 
Noblemen, wbo-se eldest sons and heirs 
only are to inherit the family title. All 
decrees must be countersigned by a Se¬ 
cretary of State. 

§ 38 to 40.—The King shall *not quit 
the kingdom without con.sult.ing the Coun¬ 
cil, who, in the event of his departun*, is 
to govern in his ab.sence. t • 

§ 40 to 48.-r-Declarev that the Prince 
or King shall be of age at 21, and on his 
not having heirs male, the Diet shall be 


assembled and choose ft successor. N6 
Prince of the Blood can marry without 
the King's consent; peither the Crown 
Prince, nor the other Princes can hold 
any hereditary office. The King appoints 
all bis Officers of the Court and House¬ 
hold. 

§ 49.— ^The States of the Kingdom are 
to be assembled every 5 th year at Stock¬ 
holm. 

§ 49 to SO. —Regulate the .mode of 
electing Members ot the Diet.—The King 
cannot impose any taxes without the con¬ 
sent of the Diet, and the Bank is under 
the immediate controul of the •States of 
the kingdom.—The King cannot negociatc 
loans within the kingdom, nor in foreign 
countries; nor can he s{41, dispose of, or 
alienate, any province belonging to the 
kingdom, nor alter the value of the cur¬ 
rent coin. 

§ 90 to 94.—Provide, That if the King 
continue absent mure than a twelvemonth, 
the Diet must be assembled, and the King 
be informed thereof. That when the suc¬ 
cessor is not of age, the Diet must be 
as-Semblcd, and appoint a Regency to go¬ 
vern during his minority. Wlien the 
King is eighteen years of age, he is to at¬ 
tend the several Courts of Justice, with¬ 
out, however, taking any part in the de¬ 
cisions. 

§ 94 to 107—Explain what is be done, 
should the Members iJ' the Council neg¬ 
lect assembling the Diet, or, act con¬ 
trary to their duty; and enjoins, that ateach 
Diet a Committee shall be appointed for 
inquiring into the conduct of the Miuis- 
ter.s. Council, and Secretaries of tJtate. 

§ lOS. —Regards a Committee for su¬ 
perintending the laberty of the Press. 

§ 108 to 114.—estate, That no Diet can 
be of longer duration than three month.s, 
except business shall require it. No man, 
while a member of the Diet, can he ac¬ 
cused, or deprived of his liberty, for his 
actions or expre-ssions in his respective 
State, unless the frarticular State te wlikb 
he belong shall demand it. No Officer of 
the Crown must influence, by his aotlHi- 
rity, in the election of a Member of the 
Diet, &c. 

• ----1 

Spain.—Manifesto, fxing the dai/s when 
the Gene«al CoKi es of the Spanish Mo* 
nwrehy are to I/e ednvoked and held; Dated 
Ro^al Alcazar of Seville, Oct.^S, 1809. 

1*4 * * 

Spaniards !.—By a combination of events 
as singular as fortunate, ithasseenmd good 



955] 

e 

to Providence, that in this terrible crisis 
you shall not advance a step towards inde¬ 
pendence without likewise advancing one 
towards liberty. A foolish and feeble ty¬ 
ranny, in order to rivet your fetters and 
aggravate your chains, prepared the way 
for French despotism, which, with the ter¬ 
rible apparatus of its arms and victories, 
endeavoured to subject you to a yoke of 
iron. It at first exhibited itself, like 
every new tyranny, under <a flattering 
form, and its political impostors presumed 
they should gain your favour by promis¬ 
ing you reforms in tbe Administration, and 
announcing, in a constitution framed at 
their pleasure, the Empire of the laws.— 
A barbarous and absurd contradiction, 
worthy certainly of their insolence. Would 
they have us believe that the moral edifice 
of the liberty and fortune of a nation can 
be securely founded on usurpation, ini¬ 
quity, and treachery ? But the Spanish 
people, who were the first of modern na¬ 
tions to recognize to the true principles 
of the social equilibrium, that people who 
enjoyed before any other the prerogatives 
and advantages of civil liberty, and knew 
to oppose to arbitrary power the eternal 
harrier directed by justice, will borrow 
front no other nation maxims of prudence 
and political precaution ; and tell., those 
impudent legislators, that they will not, 
acknowledge as laws the artifices of in¬ 
triguers, ( nor the. mandates of tyrants. 
Animated, by this generous instinct, and 
inflained with the indignaliou excited by 
the perfidy with which you Avere invaded, 
you ran to arms, without fearing the ter¬ 
rible vicissitudes of .so unequal a coiphat, 
and fortune, subdued by your enthusiasm, 
rendered you homage, and bestowed on 
you viftory in reward for your valour. 
The immediate effect of these first advan- 
' tages was the re-composition of the State, 
at that time divided into so many factions 
as provinces. Our enemies thought that 
they had sown among us the deadly germ 
of anarchy, and did not advert that Spanish 
judgment ^nd ch«;umspection,were always 
superior to French machiaveliSm. With¬ 
out dispute, without violence, a Supreme 
Authority was established ; and the peo¬ 
ple, afterBhaviiig astonished the world, 
with the spectacle of their sublime exalta¬ 
tion and their victories, filled it with ad¬ 
miration and respect by their moderation 
and discretion. 

The OentralcJunta was installed, and its 
* first care was to announce to yeuj that if 
the expulsion of the enemy was the first 
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object of its attention, the inferior and 
permanent felicity of the State was the 
tfprinciple in importance : to leave it plung¬ 
ed into the flood of abuses, prepared /or’ 
its own ruin by arbitiary power, would 
have been in the eyes of our present Go¬ 
vernment, a crime as enormous as to deli¬ 
ver you into the hands of Buonaparte ; 
therefore, when the turbulenc# of war per¬ 
mitted, it caused to resound in»your ears 
the name of your Cortes, which to us have 
ever been the'bulwarkof civil liberty, and 
the ‘throne of national Majesty, a name 
heretofore pronounced with mystery by 
the learned, with distrust by politicians, 
and with horror fby tyrants, but which 
henceforth signify in Spain the indestruc¬ 
tible ba.se of the monarchy, the most se- 
cure supports of the rights of Ferdinand 
Vll. and of h is family, a ri'ght for the peo¬ 
ple, 'and the Government an obligation. 

That moral resistance, as general as 
< sublime, wlitcli has reduced our enemies 
to contusion and despair in the midst of 
their victories, must not receive less re¬ 
ward, Those battles which are lost, those 
armies which are destroyed, not without 
producing new battles, creating q£iv= ar¬ 
mies, ami again displaying the standard of 
loyalty on the ashes and ruins which the 
enemies abandon; those soldiers who,dis- 
„ parsed in one action, return to offer them¬ 
selves for another ; that populace which 
despoiled of almost all they po-sses-sed re¬ 
turned to their homes to share the wretched 
remains of tlieir property with the de¬ 
fenders of tlieir country; that concert of 
lamentable and despak ing groans and pa¬ 
triotic songs; that struggle, in fine, of 
ferocity and barbarit}" on the one band, and 
of resistance and invincible constancy on 
the other, present a whole as terrible as 
magnificent, A\liich Europe contemplates 
with astonishment, and which history will 
one day record in letters of gold for the 
admiration and example of posterity. A 
people so magnanimous and generous 
ought only to be governed by laws which 
are truly such, and which shall bear the 
great character of public consent and 
common utility—a character which they 
can only receive by emanating from the 
■ august assembly which has been announced 
to you,* The Junta had proposed that it 
should be held during the whole of the 
ensuing year, or sooner, if circumstances 
should perKtj!;. But in the time which 
has intenrened ,«ince this resolution, a 
variety of public events have agitated the 
minds of the people, and the differetica of 
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opinions relative to the organization of the 
Government, and tlie re-establishmeilt of 
our fundamental laws, has recalled the at- ^ 
tention of the Junta to these important ob¬ 
jects with which itfhas latterly been pro¬ 
foundly occupied. It has been recommend¬ 
ed on the one hand, that the present Govern¬ 
ment should be converted into a Regency 
of three or five persons: and this opinion 
has been (cprcsented as supported by one 
of our ancient laws, applicable to our pre¬ 
sent situation. But the situaftion in which 
the kingdom was, when the French threw 
off the mask of friendship, to execute 
their treacherous usurpation, is singular in 
our history, and cannot have been fore¬ 
seen in our institutions. Neither the in¬ 
fancy, nor the insanity, nor even the cap¬ 
tivity of the Prince, in the usual way in 
which these eviis occur, can be compared 
with our present case, and the deplorable 
situation to which it has reduced us. 
A political position entirely new requires 
political forms and principles likewise en¬ 
tirely new. To expel the French, to re¬ 
store to his liberty and his throne our 
adored King, and to establish solid and 
permanent bases of good government, are 
the maxims which gave the impulse to our 
Revolution, arc tliose which sup|)ort and 
direct it; and that Government will be the 
best which shall most promote and fulfil 
•these three wishes of the Spanish Nation. 
Does the Regency of which that Law 
speaks promise us this security ? What 
inconveniencies, whatedangers, how many 
divisions, how many parties, how many 
ambitious pretensiems, within and without 
the kingdom ; how much, and how just, 
discontent in our Americas, now called to 
have a share in the present Government? 
What would become of our Cortes, our 
liberty, the cheering prospects of future 
welfare and glory which now present 
tliepiselvcs ? What would become of the 
object most valuable and dear to the 
Spanish Nation—the preservation of the 
Rights of Fcrdiqpnd ? The advocates for 
this' Institution ought to shudder at the 
immense danger to which they exposed 
themselves, and to bear in mind, that by 
it they aftbrded to the Tyrant a new op¬ 
portunity of buying and selling them. 
Let us bow with reverence to thev vener¬ 
able antiquity of the Law; but let us 
profit by the experience of ages. Let us 
open our annals and trace tbs history of 
our Regencies. What shall w£^ find .?—a 
picture equally melancholy and frightful, 
of desoiatioBj of civil war, of raplae> and 


of human' depravity, in unfortunate Cas-f 
tile. 

Doubtless, in great. states, power ig 
more beneficially exercised by few than 
by many. Secrecy in deliberation, unity 
in concert, activity in measures, and cefe- 
rity in execution, are indispensable requi¬ 
sites for the favourable issue of the acts 
of Government, and are properties of a 
concentrated authority only. The Su¬ 
preme Junt# lias therefore just concen¬ 
trated its own with that prudent circum¬ 
spection which neither exposes the state 
to the oscillations consequent upon every 
every change of Government, iwr mate¬ 
rially affects the unity of the body which 
is entrusted with it. Henceibrth a sec¬ 
tion composed of the rCTnoveable mem¬ 
bers, will be specially invested with the 
necessary authoritj' to direct those mea¬ 
sures of the executive power, which from 
their nafure require secrecy, energy and 
dispatch. Another o[)inion hostile to the 
Regency, equally contradicts whatever 
innovation may he attempted to be made 
in the political form which the Govern¬ 
ment has at present, and objects to the in¬ 
tended Cortes as an insufficient represen¬ 
tation, if they are constituted according to 
the ancient formarities, as ill timed and 
perhaps hazardous, in respect to present 
circumstances; in short as useless, since it 
supposes that the superior Juntas, erected 
immediately by the people, are their real 
rejircsentatives. But the Junta^had ex¬ 
pressly declared to the nation, that Us 
first attention in the great object would 
be occupied with the number, mode and 
class with which the meeting of* thi.s au¬ 
gust assembly in the piesent situation of 
affairs should he carried into effect; and 
after this declaratida it is quite sup^rfluou.s, 
not to say malicious, to suspect that fu¬ 
ture Cortes are to be confined to the rigid 
and exclusive forms of our ,ancient ones. 
Yes,Spaniards, you are g«iug to have your 
Cortes, and the national representation 
will in them be as perfect and full as it 
can and ought to be in.asseml^y of such 
high importance and eminent dignity. 
You are going to have Cortes, and to have 
thftm immediately, because the urgent 
situation in which the natioi\ is placed, 
imperiously demand.s it, and at what time, 
gracious God, can it adopt this measure 
better than at present? When an obsti¬ 
nate war has exhausted all the ordinary 
mean.s; wh‘en the egotisip of oome'and 
the ambiiidln of others debilitate ^and pa-« 
rglyse the efforts of the goverume&t, by 
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^heir oppositjoiti or iadiffercnce; when exercised for a time, to giro unity to the 
they seek to eradicate the essential prin- State and concentrate its power. Called 
ciple of the Monarchy, which is union ; to the exercise of this authority, not by 
when the Hydra of Federalism, so happily 'ambition, or intrigue, but by the unani- 
silenced the preceding year by the crea- mous voice of the provinces of the kilJg- 
tiott of the Central Power, dares again to individuals *of the Sftpreme 

raise its poisonous head, and endeavours Junta shewed themselves worthy of the 
to precipitate us into the dissolution of high confidence reposed in them, by ,em- 
anarchy; when the subtility of our ene- ploying all their vigilance and exertions 
mies is watching the moment when our for the preservation and 'poslerity of the 
divisions disunite us, to destri^ the State, State. The magnitude of our efforts will 
and to erect their throne on the ruin which be apparent ffom the consideration of the 
our distractions afiurd them. This is the enorgiity of the evil which preceded, 
time—this, to collect in one point the na- When the power was placed in our hands, 
tional dignity and honour, and when the our armies, half formed, were unprovided 
Spanish people may will and decree the and destitute of ^'ery thing, our treasury 
extraordinary surplus which a powerful was empty, and bur resources uncertain 
nation ever has jvithin it for its salvation, and distant. The despot of France, avail- 
It alone can encounter and put them in ing himself of the tranquillity in which 
motion; it alone can encourage the tirai- the North then was, poujred upon the 
dity of some and restrain the ambition of Peninsula the military power under his 
others; it alone will suppress importunate command, the most formidable that has 
vanity, puerile pretensions, and eni'uriatcd been know'n in the mosj warlike legions, 
passions, vvhicb, unless prevented, go to better provided, and above all more nu- 
tear in pieces the Government. It will, merou.s than others, rushed on every side, 
in fine, give to Europe a fresh example of though much to their cost, against our ar- 
its Religion, its circumsiiection, ’and its mies, destitute of the same expertuess and 
di.scre.tion, in the just and moderate use confidence, A new inundation of barba- 
w'hieh it is about to make of the glorious rians Who carried de.solation through all 
liberty in which it is'constituted. Thus the provinces of whicli they took posses- 
it is that the Supreme Junta which imme- sion, was the consequence of these reverses, 
diately recognised this national repVesen- and the ili closed wounds of our unlbrtu* 
tationas a right and proclaimed it as 3 re- ' nate country began painfully to open and . 
ward, now invokes atid implores it as the pour with blood in torrents. Tlie State 
most necessary and efficacious r,emedy ; thus lost half its strength ; and when the 
and has ftiercfore resolved that the Gi;tie- Junta, bound to saye the honour, the in- 
ral Cortes of the Monarchy, announee^l in dependence, and the unity of the nation 
the decree of ibe 22 nd May, shall be con- from the impetuous invasion of the tyrant, 
yoked op, the Jst day of January in the took refuge in Andafusia, a division of 
next tfear, in order to enter on their au- 30,000 men repaired to the walls of Sara- 
gust ^’unctions the Is; day of March fol- gosa, to bury themselves in its ruins. The 
lowing. When that happy day htis ar- army of the centre being thus deprived of 
rived, fne Junta shall say to Repre- a great part of its strength, did not gi ve to 
sentatives of the Nation:— its operations tijat activity and energy 

Ye are met together, O Fatjiers of your which must have had very different results 
Country ! and re-established in all the from those of the battle of Aeles. The 
plenitude of your rights, after a lapse of avetmes of the Sierra Morena and the 
three centuries, when despotism and afbi- banks of the Tagus were only defended by 
traiy power dissolved you, in order to ill armed handfuls of meit, to whom could 
subject thi.*nation to all the evils of servi- scarcely be given the name of armies, 
tude. The aggression which webavy sul- The Junta, however, by means of activity 
fered, and the war which we maintain^ are and sacrifices, rendered them such, so 
the fruits of the most shameful oppression ronted and dispersed in the two battles of 
and the m&t mijust tyranny, 'ilie Pro- Ciudad ^eul and Metellin, instead of de- 
vincial Junta-s, who were able to resist and spairing of the country, they redoubled 
repulse ^he enemy in the first impetus of ttieir «^.jrts, and iu a few days collected 
his invasion, invested tlteiSupreme Junta and ppppsed to the enemy 70,000 infantry 
with the J^pvereign Authority, which they and 12*000 csJvalry. (To be emtinmd,) 

-^ _ ■ t -»'—^ :--- 
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“ 1 have never wished, my Lords, to conceal my o]ii<iioii, with resjiect. to the iiolicy of sending a 
“ British army f'l Spain. I would have assisted tlicni with money; I would have assisted them with 
‘t arms : but ( assert tint, during hast snintner, Ctcre was no pro.s|)ect that'ought to have induced any 
" reasonable men to send a British iirmy into the inlf nur of Simin. 1 am anxious not to he misunderstood 
“ upon this point. 1 do not mean to apply my observation to naval co operation, to the mi dc ofsending 
*' fleets with troops on hoard to annoy parLietdar [>arts (»f the coast, to keep the enemy in a cijristant 

state of alarm, and obtain partial advantages that might be the most essential service.’’- Loud 

Grenville’s Speech, Jan. 19, l809. 

• 

“ Mv Lords, I do not say that assii-tancc should have hacn wholly withheld ; but we certainly slimild 
“ not have sent an army where we had not the ncci ssaiy no ans to allord sup|>lics to that army, or 
“ efiectiia! assistance to those it was inlcndeil to protect: we ought rather to liavc giye« our assistance 

“ by money, by arms, a%d by the well-applied exertions of our naval force on the coast of Sjiain.”- 

Lord Grev’s Speech, April ‘21, 1S('9. 


DGl]--- 

SUMi\fARY OF POLITICS. 

Spain.- ^Tlie afFtirs of this country 

ap|jear to bu fast approachinij to a crisi.s. 
It is, inileed, impos.sible, that things can 
long conlinue in ihirir pre.seru. stale ; nor 
is it desirable fivat they should ; for, it 
would be l>etier for the country to be con¬ 
quered by Buonaparte at once, than that 
it sfifltild ;iny longer be an object of con¬ 
test between iKo masters. If Sp-ain is not, 
in cTHc of successful resistance of the 
French, to hv-Jl-ee, 1 have no hesitation in 
.saying,* that I would prefer seeing it coft- 
queied ; because, nothing could possibly 
be so bad as an event, which the enemies 
of freedom, here, aiivl every where else, 
would be able to cite as a proof of an en¬ 
slaved people bcina^hle and to (hfend 

their country against an invader. This would 
be, indeed, a most misciiicvous example.; 
and, were it to exist; were the people ol 
Spain, any clian"e in their system of 

government having previously taken place, i o 
drive the Buonapartes out of their coun¬ 
try, wc should soon hear the hirelings in 
England openly declaring, that despotism 
was the only means of piotectloa against 
a powerful en^my; nor would it be long 
before they would put into form their pro¬ 
positions fty;;^the “ suspension qf thc constitu¬ 
tion,” a thing, which they have frequently 
hinted at, within the last two years, in a 
manner too unequivocal to leave their 

meaning doubtful.-^ut, as efar as we 

have yet seen, the example of Spain af¬ 
fords no encouragement for the adoption 
■of such measures'. Tber^ the spirit of re¬ 
sistance to the invader was, fir,st, strong 
and active, because the hope of freedom 
■was strong. This spirit died away, asj 
aooa as the Supreme Central Ju(,ita began 


--I..- 

to issue their edicts against the liberty of 
the press, and to put it under legulationg 
after the manner of those established at 

Calcutta.-From that lime the spirit of 

resistance has, until of late, evidently been 
upon the decline; and, unle.ss it be reviveif 
by the recent cliLngc s in the government, 
and <he hopes excited by the prbmised 
meeting of the Cortez, tlierc can, I think, 
be very little floubt, that it will not require 
many months to establish the throne of 
Joseph upon solid foundations.—-As to 
tile*recent defeat of the Spanish army at 
OcANA, though I believe it to have been 
much more severe than the Spaniards re¬ 
present it to have been, I do not think 
much of it; nor should 1 think their cause 
desperate, if we were to hear of many such 
defeats. That our army, or rather the 
remnant of it, under iny Lorti of Talavera 
■dc la licyna della Douro; that this rem¬ 
nant will he compelled to retreat into 
Portugal, and will *be utterly unable to 
shew its head again in Spaii?, 1 Ivave no 
doubt, at all; but, fVoip the tir.st, 1 never 
did believe, that any force tvhi'-h we could 
send into the country, would be able to give, 
aruch real aeslstOitcc to the Sjianiaii’s. Look 
back into Jiistory, aii'i you wiii hud, that 
no nriioii, (;f any esten, was ever yet de¬ 
fended against an invailer liy tiie aid of 
foreign troops, unless the yieop'fs tliemselves 
•took the lead in the dcfeucc. When a peo¬ 
ple ^ees two foreign armies, hostile to each 
other, march into their country, they are 
yerj'-aptto fold up their arms and wait, with 
great composure, for the event; and this 
must necesArily be the east., when both 
armies afe compelled to plmvler the peo¬ 
ple.* Jt^was, and I always thdligbt so,^he 
worst possible thing for*us to send m armjt* 
into Spain. At best we could send but a 
2 H • • 
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Brnall numerical force. We could not send 
an army fit to meet that of Napoleon in 
the field. We couki not make Spain the 
theatDe of a war between us ami France, 
except upon terms greatly disadvantage¬ 
ous to us. We could, in short, have no 
chance of final success in the field against 
Buonaparte single-handed ; and, if our 
army acted iti conjunction with that of the 
Spanianls, there was all the danger, from 
a thousand causes, of that disagreement be¬ 
tween the Commanders, which has not failed 
to take place at and since the battle of 
Talavera, and from which disagreement 
the enemy ?ias derived so much advantage. 

-There has been much disguise as to 

the conduct of the .Spanish people to- 
W'ards our troops. The truth, however, 
is, that our troops have, all along, been 
luokt^d upon by the Spanish people, with 
an evil eye. And was not this natural ? 
Is that man worthy of the name of «<«/<*• 
man, who" did hot foresee that it would be 
•so ? The bigotry of the people of S|)ain 
may be matter of ridicule with the philoso¬ 
pher, but, not so with the statesmanf espe¬ 
cially w'heu he is about to expose an army 
to the effects of that bigotry. From this 
cause has arisen a great part of the mis¬ 
fortunes and the miseries of our army. 
We had not Me Aear/sof the people vvitl! us ; 
and, our ministers ought to have known, 
that this would he the case. They are an¬ 
swerable Ibr all the' miseries which our 
poor unfortanate countrymen have under¬ 
gone in Spain; because those miseries 
have proceeded from the want of wisdom 
in the employment of our armies. It is 
in vain, and, indeed, it is unjust, to throw 
the blame upon the people of Spain, or 
upon the Spanish government, for the cold¬ 
ness (to say the least of it) with which our 
army has been treated in Spain. It was 
in the nature of things that it should be so 
treated; and, the fault is solely in our mi¬ 
nisters, who, it is now evident, wished to 
cut a figure in the field, and who, as I firmly 
believe, were the cause of a war bemg 
entered upon a choke of mastery, instead 
of suffering the thing to take its own course, 
in which case, it would have been a war 
of restored freedopi against invading des¬ 
potism. For ftiese reasons, 1 do not mink, 
that the retreat of our army ought-lo be 
looked upod as a thing at all unfavourable 
to the cause of Spain, while; 1 am very 
certain, thaj; it ought to be looked upon as 
tbit, be^ thing that can take plac§ wilh 

regard to that arnfly..-^W'e are very apt, 

lo speak' of the fate of a nation war, as* 


we speak of the fate of n fortress; and to 
look upon the contest as at an end, when 
•L great battle has been gained against the 
invaded. In the present case, we seem to 
forget that Spain contains ten or twelve 
millions of people, inhabiting one of the 
strongest countries in the world. Never 
was such a people, so situated, conquered 
against their own consent. Vi'^hat is the loss 
of a battle, or cf ten battles, ifall^e sound 
in the hearts and minds of ten or twelve 
millions of people, who have, and must 
have,’all the resources of the country in 
their hands ? Did the loss of a battle, or 
of ten battles, insyre the subjugation of 
America or trance*? How often were we 
told that each of those nations were done 
for; that a few weeks would see them at 
our feet; and the like ^ ’['hey both tri¬ 
umphed in the end, and so will the 
Spaniards, if the cause become the cause 
of freedom, but they will fall, and to fall 
they ought, and I shairrejoicc to see them 
fall, if iliey continue a contest for a mere 
choice of masters, and without any view to 
the restoration of that constitution, which 
their ancestors, ior centuries, enjoyed. 
The assembling of the Cortes, that is to say, 
tlv' calling together of the Representatives 
of the Rcopic, a measure which now seems 
to he resolved on, and to be actually about 
to be put in execution; this measure pro¬ 
mises fair. And here 1 cannot help re¬ 
peating my opinion, my thorough persua¬ 
sion, that, if the Spajiish people, and the 
leaders of the people, had been left to 
follow their own opiidons and feelings, 
they would, at the outset, have done what 
tliey now appear resolved to do. It al¬ 
ways appeared very evident to me, that 
the aid, Rendered them by our ifiinisters, 
was accompanied with a condition that 
the struggle should be for kir^g against king, 
and not for restored freedom, against in¬ 
vading despotism. And, indeed, if this had 
not been the case ; or, at least, if our mi¬ 
nisters had not been extremely anxious to 
preveitt a war for freedom in Spain, whp 
should they have sent an army thither ? For, 
they uould not doubt, that, if the war be¬ 
came a war for freedom, arms and not men, 

w yuld be wanted in Spain.-What losses; 

what disgrace ; what miseries has not this 
policy, this bigoted, this inveterate policy- 
created ! The poor wretches of our army, 
who survived the battle of Talavera, hav¬ 
ing, at the ^enu of that battle, been /too 
days without provisions, had served out to 
tjieta an allowance of wheat / Aye, of 
wheat; of raw; wheat, just as f ame out 
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of the sheaf! I speak this upon the au- heard Spaniards distinctly aver, that they 

thority of those who had to partake of have no notion that a fortress, in the hands 

this fare ; anti I cannot, while putting Aie of the French, can*be taken from them 
Tact upon recort^ lielp reiuembering, that merely by a prayer, however long, or 
this war, that the war which h.is produced however sanctified by utterance tlfrough 
miseries like these, was first"^noclaimed to the na-ial organs ; ,and that, though very 
the people of England amidst the plaudits, partial to Saints themselves, they would 
amidst the liiccuping and belching shouts, much rather sec a protestant oonmiander 
of the ,7/<r</e* Patriots, asscmltled at the discover tcnn vity in attacking one ship 
London Tavern. Yes ; ft was from Lliat or batu |y', than in kissing all the four 

scene of gormandizing ;• that scene of Evangelists.-To about half a dozen 

greediite.ss ol' purse as well as of n*aw ; it Sijnadroiis, such as I have here been 

was thence that lir.st issued the. yell of speaking of, we .should adil an abundance 

war for a choice of masters ill Spain r and, ot nr,’;cv and amiiiuuition and^ome otiicers 
from that moment, tfte people of lin^land of artillery and engineers, t!f tried merit, 
became cold speetators of wdiat was To ihe.se, perhaps, two or three hundred 


passing in the Southern Peninsula.- 

After vviiat has passed ; after so many 

J iroofs of the* lolly of attempting to resi-t 
iuoiiaparte, unless <//c pro/i/e of Spain be 
made jjarlics deeply interested in such re¬ 
sistance, let us hope, that measures will 
betaken to make them parties in the con¬ 
test. Without thi.s, I am persuaded, that 
nothing at all is to be done ; and that the 
•Struggle had better he given up at once. 
Aj. ;iiiy rate, wo should not attempt to liave 
an army in the heart of Spain. Flying 
squadrons round the coast, with delach- 
nieiits of fool-soldiers and artillery on 
board, alighting.here and there as occasion 
might oiler, and not sparing the coast ol' 
Fiance at the same time : these are wha: 
the Sjianiards want to assist them ; such 
is the assistance thdy have always wanted; 
and such is the assistance, that the most 
sensible part of»thcir leaders have asked 
for. It is by no means necessary, that, 
the commanders of tlicst; squadrons mu! 
detachgients should bo members of liie 
Society for the. Suppression of Vice ; 
that they should have so much conjugal 
ail'ection as to induce them to take their 
wives to sea, and, perchance, retain their 
squadrons in port for some weeks in order 
to insure the attendance (d an able ac¬ 
coucheur; that they should be so pious as 
to spend in prayer the time that might he 
devoted to watchings of a far different 
sort: that they should be full of that kind 
of religious deference and humility which 
induces men to leave the enemy wholly* to 
the cha^ltisemcnt of Divine Providence in 
cases where one’s bacon would be in 
danger. No; I beg leave to repeat, that 
it is by no means necessaiy, that the com¬ 
manders df such sqmidrons •and detach¬ 
ments should belong to this tribe of war¬ 
riors. 1 do not give this as my opinion; 
I hare heard Spaqianii* say so. 1 ^tave 


good non-commmioiicdt officers W'ho have 
seen service abroad, might he added. But, 
no Fiiglish army in the country, who, we 
may he assured, will, and must, cat up the 
country, as far as they go, and will, of 
course, always leave discontent and re¬ 
sentment liehind them.-'The new'^- 

paper.s have, for some time past, repre¬ 
sented the Spaniards as being in great dis- 
tre.ss*for the ■want of arms, and this is the 
more surprising, as we liave heard such 
pompous accounts of the shipments,'»« the 
part of our t^overnment, of arms for Spain. 
BiUj to he very plain upon this point, I 
knoiv, as well, perhaps, as any man can 
know any tiling, without being an eye 
witness of it, that the Spaniards are in the 
greatest -iislrcss for the waut,of arms, par¬ 
ticularly muskets. --The Ibllowiiig Ad¬ 

vertisement, published yesterday, in the 
l/)udon papers, must have proved to tho 
public two facts of gieat coflsequence at 
this time, namely, that the Sjj.inish Go¬ 
vernment have eng^ed w ith an individual 
for the shipine’tit or muskets lipr their use, 
.lud that that ind.ividual is now actually 
executing the engagement, 

" Arms for the Sfani.vkL'S. —Having 
entered into engagements for tiie Supply 
“ of Arms for the use of the Supreme 
“ .Junta .of Spain ; and this being a time 
“ when the supply may b«»of most essen- 
“ tial service to that gallant People, tins is 
“to give Notice, That any person or per- 
“ sons having a quantity of good Proof 
“ Mdsquets, tvhether (hat quantity be 
“ large or small, will, upon an appllca- 
“ tion to John Tunno, Esq. of Old Broad* 
“ street, receive hi; propo=als for the pur- 
“ chase yf thesania on my account ; and 
" ugon furnishing the s/\.rnis'‘j\ ill receive 
“ payment in Cash. , • - 

“ Portsmouth, Dec. 18, 1809. • 

* “ A. Cochrane JeHN*T»NE 

2 Ha 
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It was, I believe, about six months since 
Mr. Johnstone entered into these engage¬ 
ments, which, not oflly from considera¬ 
tions of rectitude, but from motives of 
sincere attachment to the cause of Spain, 

I know him to be most anxious to fulfil. 
Here are no loose professions, on his 
part; but a real offer to purchase arms, 
tor the doing of which he holds the 
means, which means belong to the Spanish 
Government.-It is said, that our go¬ 

vernment have always had objections to 
leave this business of supplying arms to 
any individuals, having themselves found 
it so difficult to insure the delivery of them 
into the proper hands. But, in this 
case, they , may have the best .security ; 
for, not only is Mr. Johnstono ready to 
purchase the arms and pay for them ; but 
to go out to Spain with them in person, to 
deliver them to the Junta, and to bring 
back a certificate from the Junta, that he 
has made such delivery. He, indeed, has 
Slrcady actually purchased a considerable 
quantity of arms; hc/w/s them ready to ship 
off; he is ready to enter, if required‘1, into 
a bond for their being sent to the Junta ; 
and, under these circumstances, there can, 
I should suppose, be no uoubt of his ob¬ 
taining the necessary permission from,our 
own government. In short, it rcall}' ap¬ 
pears to me, that our conduct in this caitc 
will be to the Spanish Government and 
the people of Spain a very good criterion 
of our sincerity; for, what must that go¬ 
vernment and people tliink of us, v’hat 
must they think of our regard for their 
cause, ifj when it is notorious that they 
have not a musket amongst ten thousand 
jnen, we will not suffer Mr. Johrtstone to 
SRud'to thgui, or to carry to them, under 
all possible security for safe delivery, a 
quantity of muskets, pnrcha.sfed witlt tlieir 
own money ? If we will not suffer this, 
what must be thought of us by the go¬ 
vernment and the people of Spain ? Mr. 
Johnstone is authorized to purchaye; on 
account of tljt^panish Govenunent, a him. 
dred and fifty thousand stand of'arms ; and 
if the government here has that ([uantity, 
or anj^ part of it, to spare, he is ready to 
payfortkivi. difficclty, llu refore, can 
possiidy exl.st, if there be arms to be bad 
ill this*country; and, would it not he 
scandalous, if, under such fircumstariees, 
arms were not permitted to "be .sent out.? 

1 hov^ taken for my motto to this 
^■h«et, two passages from the speeolies of 
Lord Grenville and liOrdGrey, ujioii this 
subject. Certainly thefrs was, to this 


matter, the opinion of every man of sense, 
with whom I ever conversed upon the sub- 
jett: But, our ministers, instead of send¬ 
ing the Spaniards arm^ wherewith to 
drive out their devourers, have always 
been sending troops, who, though, under 
proper orders, they might have aided 
them, must necessarily assist to eat them up. 

-It is a poor excuse to 'say, \Jiat the 

arms, which oui^ ministers have sent out, 
have not been safely delivered ; for, why have 
they not ? Had we not a fleet to send 
them out by Has it cost us no hundreds 
and hundreds of thousands of pounds for 
government agents'in Spain ? Has ex¬ 
pence been wanting ? But, whatever has 
been, I repeat, that Mr. Johnstone’s offer 
removes all risk, other than that of the sea, 
from wdiich nothing in such a case can be 
exempt; and, really, if he be not permit¬ 
ted to send or to carry out arms, upon the 
_ conditions offered by him, there will be 
(unless better reasons for a refusal be of¬ 
fered than I have yet heard of) but too 
much reason to suspect, that the measure 
of assembling the Cec tes, and the consequent 
prospect of a struggle for freedom in ^ain, 
has produced, in the minds of our minis¬ 
ters a change by no means favourable to 
the Spanish cause. 

Oxroni) Chancellorship.- On Thurs¬ 

day, the l+th instant, the election of a 
(’hancellor for the University of Oxford, 
in the room of the Duke of Portland, de¬ 
ceased, took place ; anti, upon the close of 
the poll, the following were the numbers; 

For Lord Grenville - * - - - 400 

Lord Eldon - - - - - 3i)3 

Duke of Beaufort - - - 239 

Lord Grenville was, of course, duly elected, 
after a struggle unparalleled in the his¬ 
tory of the University.-Looking, as I 

do, upon these schools for full grown boys 
to be of no use whatever; having seen so 
many «f the big fellows coming from these 
schools with such very empty beads; 
having, in short, no sort of re spect for any 
part of the huge e.stablishment, which I 
regard as detrimental to morality as well 
as to genius, and more especially to 
that inde|iendence of mind in political 
matters, vvhich is now so necessary to the 
very existence of the country ; this being 
my Opinion of the University, regarding 
it as the mortal enemy of youth, the great 
-destroyer ofo time a«d of talent, I should 
have t^.ken no more notice of an election 
of a Chancellor of the University, than I 
should of - that of a parisih beadi«, had it 

i 
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not, accidentally, been closely and obvi¬ 
ously connected with a most interesting 
and most important question in j)oliticF*; 
tramely, the question (agitated a fortnight 
ago in the RegisR-r) relative to the Roman 
Catholics of this kingdom, in which ques¬ 
tion, agreeably to my opinion then ex¬ 
pressed, is involved the nation’s safety. 

-The triut#ph of Lord Grenville must 

be pleasing to every just tnind, because it 
is the triumph of reason aq^ truth over the 
senseless and hj'pocritical cry of “ No Fo- 
poy:” the cry of no-popery; 

that howl of bigotry ; that most scandal¬ 
ous, malicious, and seditious yell, for which 
there can be no pardon in tliis world. 1 
remembei', at the canvas of 1807, telling 
the late Sir Harry Mildmay, that I looked 
upon the cry^of No-Popery to contain the 
most wicked sentiment that ever irsued 
from the lips of man ; and, 1 must do him 
the justice to say, tliat he did openly dis¬ 
claim it, though it was trumpeted about 
the streets of Winchester. Every man of 
any principle was ashamed of it. Its pro¬ 
pagation was left to those only, who were 
lost to all sense of shame as well as ail 
feefifigs of conscience.-It is, 1 see, at¬ 

tempted to be inaiiitaincd, that the election 
of Lord Grenville is no proof of the triumph 
of tolerant principles with regard to the 
Roinaif Catholics. This is the sort of rea- 
.soning employed for this purpose:—Lord 
Eldon’s and the Duke of lieaui'ort’s princi¬ 
ples, as to the question of the Catholics, are 
the same ; and, therefore, the poll presents 
631 for no-popei'jf, and only 'toO against 
her. But, this is fallacious; for, it is very 
evident, that the votes for the Duke of 
Beaufort, ivcreihdse which it was impossible to 
get for £ord Eldon; the votes of those persons 
w ho could not be prevailed upon to side 
openly with no-popery. The Duke being 
decidedly of the same political party with 
Lord Eldon, it is not, for one moment, to 
be believed, that one or the other of them 
would not given up his votes, in 

order to beat Lord Grenville, if that had 
been practicable ; hut, the fact is, that 
the Duke wms set up for the purpose of 
drawing off votes from Lord Grenville; for' 
the purpose of furnishing a candidatej'or 
those who could not be prevailed mpo0 to vole 
for Lord Eldon. So that, wlien viewed in 
the true light, the triumph of tolerant 
principles' over hypoeg^' and bigotry 
is much greater tban^at first|ight, it would 
appear to be.-^'I'lic hirelings are begin¬ 

ning their former cant about “ troubling the^ 
•• conscience of the king in his old age” than 
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which it is, in my mind, impossible to fcfrna 
an idea of any thing more base. Or more 
really disloyal,* more directly tending to 
throw odium upon the character of the 
king. I have, in the article of the 9th in¬ 
stant, observed, that the king has given 
his consent freely to the granting of those 
privileges to foreign Catholics in his ser¬ 
vice, which it is asked to grant to his Ca¬ 
tholic sidjecls. How, then, can conscience 
oppose itself to the latter? Po/i’cy possi¬ 
bly may oppose it. I am ready to prove, 
and, indeed, 1 have proved, that sound 
policy does not oppose it. But this ques¬ 
tion tlie hypocritical hirtdingS save us the 
trouble of iHscussing, by pretending that 
there r xisLs an olrsiaclc in the scruples of 
the king’s cons ience. *Iii this case, how¬ 
ever, as in all others, where they liave an 
o[)portut!ity, the pretended/nenf/s of the 
king siiew' themselves to be, in reality, his 
very worst enemies; the worst enemies 
lie or his family can have, by pushing 
him forwani, by using his name, by ex* 
posing him to bear whatever they think 
wonkJ fall with dangerous weight upon 
ihemselves.-1 do wish, that His Ma¬ 

jesty couki be prevailed upon to read, in 
the PAiaiAMtNi'AUY Histouy, Vol. IV, 
page 1268, Mu. Booth’s Speech upon the 
suBjecl of “ court favourites.” He would 
ijiere see what were the sentiments of 
English Gentlemen, in the reign of Charles 
the Second, as to tbat description of per¬ 
sons, who then took to themselves the ex¬ 
clusive a|>[)ellatioii of “ King's Friends;'’ 
uitd who then had the impudence to at¬ 
tempt to ride off upon the^shoulders of 
their master. His Majesty w'ould there 
see what sort of men iho.se were, who, 
w hile they aflecteu 4o brand all those with 
disloyally who were not of thEir own fac¬ 
tion, were laying the sure foundations of 

the expulsion of the family of Stuart.- 

There can, in my opinion, be nothing so 
injurious to the king as this plea, uinde 
use of by his pretended friends," of his 
scruples' of conscience. When wc alledge, 
that the measure of Catholfc claims is just, 
that it is not only just but expedient, that it 
is necessary to the happiness of his people, 
and to the seifcty of his dominiuns against 
the*meditated attacks of H most powerful 
enemy ; when we make these allegation! 
and produce arguments in support of them, 
what is tlJe answer of tliese pretended 
“ king’* friends’’ ? t|iat the kigg is 

very giged, and that vre ougiTt not to^war 
against his scruples of tVnscience! Can*any 
thiog-be more base than this?* Can an/ 
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tbi/rg be more unfriendly ? Can any thing 
be more cruel ? Is not the conclusion, to 
which it points, too clear not to be dis¬ 
guised? Is not the Chat it must, if 
believed, suggest, too manifest not to be 
at once perceived ? Is it not, in fact, say¬ 
ing to the people : " well, it is a son ovviul 
" thing, but the day must come when those 
" ecn^tles will no longer be a bar to your hap~ 
" piness and your sqfety?” If any thing in 
the world can be more base thipi this, if 
any thing more mischievous can be thought 
of by the bitterest enemy of kingly go- 
▼ernincni, I know not how to calculate 
upon the most ordinary operations of the 
human mind. Therefore, have 1 ne ver, in 
my political life, felt indignation so great 
against any description of politicians, as 
against those, who, to answer their own 
selfish pur|)Oscs, to screen themselves 
against the force of reason and of truth, 
have had the shameless hy[)ocrisy to set 
up this plea, the merciless perfidy thus to 
attempt to save their own reputation, by 
thrusting forward the name of tiie king ; 
by falsely prctendiiig that it w as the king 
alone from whom arose llie opposition to 
a measure, the necessity of which, to tlic 
happiness and safety of the people, they 
attempted hot to dciiy.-^-'J'liese pre- 


pcrience of two years, and especially the 
great dangers to which the country must 
now be exposed by an adherence to the 
principles of no-papery, have brought peoc 
pie to their senses. Th*; opinion of tBe 
nation is; the wish of the nation is, that 
the Catholic claims should be granted; and 
that wish has been now clearly expressed 

at Oxford.-It is not a triumph' over 

Lord Eldon at wdiich I rejoice. On the 
contrary, in many respects I like him bet¬ 
ter than his riv.-tt. I do not look upon the 
triumph over him, personally, as being of 
ahy consequence at all. It is the tri- 
umpii over the principles of those who 
voted for him, and vrho, whether truly or 
not, looked upon him as the advocate of 
intolerance ; it is this triumph, at which 

I rejoice.-And in this respect, say the 

hirelings what they' will, thd iriumph is 
complete. Not only was Loid tldon one 
oftlie ministry ; not only was the interest 
.ol' the miMistry wiih hhii; not only was 
there the. general weight and power of 
government on his side, but, he, being 
Lord Chancellor, had, in his own ab.solulc 
gift, no small part ol the whole of the Church 
jirefeiinent. .So thal, as i'ar as the ti mpf- 
ations of patronage and of hiterest could go, 
a more formidable candidate could not 


tended “ king’s frjends” have, liowcv.jr, 
now received, in the prererenee which tlie 
University have given to hoiti (ficnville 
before Lord Eldon, a» cliccl: whir ii ib; y 
will find it djjl'cult, wi:li all their address, 
to overcome. E\cn their cunning, their 
cral't, their consummate ski'd in the orN til 
disguising and tleceiving, will hardly- now 

• serve their ihrn.-I'he victory of Lord 

(Grenville is nothing to me ; it. is the vich ry 
of setfsn over folly, oLpicty over cant, of 
toleration tfcvcr iiiteh ranee, of sincerity 
over hypocrisy, of truth over falshood ; 
this is the victory at which I rejoice. The 
hypocrites of the. no-popery I'action ob¬ 
tained their object for a while ; they de¬ 
ceived the nation with their cry of no-po- 
pety; they were hugging ifiemselves in'the 
success of theirifraudulcnt dealfiigs, when, 
from that quarter, whence, of jll others, 
they least ex|>eeted it, they receive uiule- 
niablc proof that the nation has discovered 
the cheat, and<.hat they arc seen in their 
true colours. So true it is, as Milton 
observes, iif his Treati.si? upon the Liberty' 
of the Pres.s, that if you leave ti^ulli to com¬ 
bat, unshackled, against falshood, the latter, 
thoilgh she n?‘Ay make head for a vYhile, is 
iu the , end, tc be subdued.—*-ifhe 
nation baa had'time to reflect. The ex- 


have. ijeen opposed to Lord Grenville, who 
was out of place, and wlio has never been 
in any place, except for about fifteen 
ivionih,s, which gave him the power of 

bestowing preferment in the (’huich.- 

The GouuiLit new's-pajicr, and tlio oilier 
Idled |>rints, are iiiUrageous in llie invec¬ 
tives against the Ih.ivefsiiy and against 
the Gitrgy in general, upon this occasion, 
whom, if they do not call iheiu knaves, 
lliey scriqile not to bestow iiporj thorn 
every epithet and appellation descriptive 
of a want of intellect. Now, it appears to 
me, that one may, at any rate, give the 
clergy credit for the pos.session of mere 
coimnon sense; and certain I am that it re¬ 
quired nothing more to make them act as 
a majority of ihein have donfr. in this case. 
At other season.s, to rail against the Ca¬ 
tholics might be good pastime ; but, the 
question now is W'hether the Catholics 
shall have their jast claims granted them, 
or ^bc|j)er^ by obstinately rejecting those 
claims, the whole kingdom, and ike Church, 
of coprse, shall be exposed to danger so 
imminent, tis to leave nothing more than 

a bare chance oV ^escape-This is liow 

the question,'and thfc Clergy in general 
appear to have the sense to perceive, that 
“it is their interest as well as their duty t© 
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prefer the safety of the country to the gra- 
tiBcation of the insolent ambition of a set 
of upstart political intriguers. 

Mr. Wardle. -In niy last, I toAk 

notice of the result of the Trial in the Court 
of King’s Bench, in Hhich this gentleman 
was the Plaintiff against Mrs. Clarke and 
her upholsterers.-1 was then fully con¬ 

vinced, that th*c integrity of Mr. Wardie 
remained unftnpeached, and every thing 
which has since come to* my knowledge, 
conPirnts me in that contiction. It was, 
therefore, with great pleasure, that I per¬ 
ceived, that a meeting had been held at 
the Crow n and Anchor, for the purpose of 
devising the meansV'f raising a fund to 
indemnify Mr. Wardle for the losses and 
expences to winch he has been exposed, 
in consequence of his having succeeded in his 

endeavours tH-sen e the jmhlic. -Before 1 

proceed any further, 1 will insert, for the. 
purpose of having them upon reeo' d, the 
Resolutions, passed by the meetiiig above- 
mentioned. 

“ At a Meeting convened by Adver- 
“ tisement in the Public Papers, held at 
“ the. Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the 
‘‘•Strand, on Monday, the 13lh day of 
“ December, 1 SOy. 

“Philip Mallet, Esq. in the Chair. 

“ It was Re.s(>lvt;d unanimously, 

“ That G. L. Wardle, E.sq. by bringing 
the Inquiry, respecting “ the late Coin- 
“ mander-in-Chief, before the Commons’ 
“ House of Parliament, and by the manly, 
“ firm, and independent manner in which 
“ he conducted it, amidst gieat dis- 
“ couragements, undaunted by threats of 
“ infamy, and heavy respojisibility, equal- 
“ ly unconnected with, and unsupported 
“ b\6 party,” and for which he received 
"the thanks of upwards of fifty counties, 
" cities, boroughs, and towns, has merited 
" the gratitude of Itis fellow citizens. 

“ That G. L. Wardle, Esq. in his cn- 
“ deavours to obtain substantial justice 
" for the People of England, has, in ad- 
“ dition to»tbe anxiety caused by an un- 
" principled and barrassing opposition, 
" sustained many heavy expences. 

“ That G. L. Wardle, E.sq. besides ha- 
" zaiding his private forlmtc, has giv5n 
" numerous proofs of the purity of tlic 
"motives by which he has Beeii actuated, 
" and is now, more than ever, entitled 
" to the praise and support of every ho- 
" nest and independcat^an. 

"That G. L.*Wardlffi, Esq. having 
“ honourably persevered in performing 
" bis part towards the People, this Meet- 


" ing declare it to be their bounden duty 
“to call upon the public to indemnify Rim 
" against ail losses, clwrges, and expen- 
“ ce.s, he may have incurred, or be liable 
“ to, in consequence thereof. 

“ That a Subscription for this purpose 
" be immediately entered into. 

“ That the following Gentlemen be re- ' 
“ quested to form a Committee (with 
" power to add to their number) to manage 
“ the Subscription, which they are di- 
“ iccted^o pay, from time to time, into 
“ the hands of Messrs. Drummond, 
“ Bankers, in the name and for the use of 
“ Col. Wardle, viz. Mes.srs. Philip Mailet, 
“ Chairman ; Timothy Bitiwn, Samuel 
“ Brooks, John Cat twright, William Cub- 
“ belt, Henry Clitlbrd, tlie Rev. Mr. 
“ Draper, Samuel Eavell, William Erend, 
“ Alderman Goodbehere, James Grifliths, 
“ John Hoppe, Edward Langley, Samuel 
“ Miller, John Pook, William Sturcb, 
“ John Slater, Henry Hare Townshend, 
"Mr. Sheri if Wood, Robert Wailhman, 
“ and Andrew Wilson.” • 

The king lias not, in his gift, any honour 
lIiiA I should value half so much as I do 
the honour of having my name in this 
list; and I only regret, that, from my 
local siiuatiots, it will be impossible for 
me to tiiake exei i ions proportioned to my 

wi.she.s.-As to the principle of these 

Rc.soluiions, nothing can be more just, or 
wise. It is, indeed, a principle dictated 
by self-preservation. What sums do we 
see expended in rew'ards'to those who 
serve OTHERS ? and shall we not 
.have the sense, the very plain common 
sense, to .stand by and to,uphold, or, at 
least, to compensate, the man who has 
risked, .and w ho ha.s actually lost so much 
in serving us ? "Mr. Grattan and the 
younger Mr. Blrke receK^ed, each of 
them, a large sum of money for their ex¬ 
ertions in behalf of the Irish Catholics. 
Mr. Wardle would acceptofuo such tiling. 
But, it is our duty to see, that he doe.s not 
lose by his exertions in our behalf; it is our 
duty to see, that he and his family bear not 
the marks of public ingfiiiitude; of the in¬ 
gratitude of those, who have so unequivo¬ 
cally acknowledged their obligations to 

Ijitn.-Our enemies never fail to stand 

by those wlvo serve thefh, and henc;e it is 
that they find so many to serve (hem; 
hence it is that thej^ meet with sO much 
courage •in their adherent, who, let what 
else 'will happen, are sure to be^ at the 
t(yy least, amply indemnMied for all their 

labour and their lofe. »■ T ha sin *of 4Vlr. 

' • 
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Wa^le is, that he has exposed offences 
against the people; that he has brought 
to light what no man else ever attempted 
to bring to light; thaf has made a rent in 
the veil, which covered so many iniquities; 
this is, his sin, and a sin, which, in the 
eyes of our enemies, is far greater than 
all the sins forbidden in the decalogue. 1 
give it as my sincere opinion, that they 
would sooner forgive him for murdering 
their own mothers, for sticking dagger 
into the breasts whence they had drawn the 
first means of supporting life, than for 
having done what he has done.' I give 

this as my firm persuasion.-^We need 

wonder, therefore, at no exertions that 
have been made against him by these our 
enemies, of whose titans of mischief we 
have a prettjr sati.sfactoj y criterion in the 
fact (which now appears to be undoubted) 
that ten thousand pounds stei ling together u-ith 
an annuity of WOl. a year ivitli rtmaindcr to 
her children, was given to JVins. C’i,.urKE lor 
putting a stop to the printing of a book 
w!*ch sire had in the \)ress last spring. 
What, 1 leave the reader to jialgc, nnisl 
have been the naiarr; I'f this book ; w hat 
sort of persons nnist those have lu'en, vvlio 
could use such means; and, at w hat means 
would they slick for ihe ruin of Mr. 

"Wardle ?-Mr. Wanlle is blamed lor 

his having got into these legal liisjmlcs, 
and justly blamed too; but, ir/m is aiu'nys 
upon his guard? Nothing could our em- 
■nics wi.sh lor move than to see liim en¬ 
tangle himself in tire nie.slies’ of the*l.ivv. 
It was precisely w'hat ^they nmsi have 
wished, and especially to see him plunging 
about, as if his desire bad been to ric.stroy 
himself. But, even in the kind of his in¬ 
discretion there is a strong presuniptive 
proof of his consciousne.ss of being right; 
because, a man who had felt conscious of 
being wrong would never have so perse¬ 
vered. -In ihe whole cf'his proceedings, 

after the first trial, Mr. Wardle has been 
indiscreet, and especially in writing, wTtliout 
taking a moment’s time to . reflect, the 
Letter which appeq^'cd in the .Statesman of 
the evening of the trial. But, your men 
who Merer do any thing sirong arc good fur 
nothing. You cannot have qualities such 
as those, which induced Mr. Wardle to 
bring l^rw'ard, and persevere in, the in- 
, vestigiti#iii into the conduct of the Duke of 
Ye-rk; j?bu cannot have such qualities 
wilhoiU having those occasional indi^cre-' 
tions-, which scldcm, Qr*nevcr, fail to ^ic- 

epmpany them.'-^T^cre is nobody*; 

iheiv ht not a. soul* in the country, wdio 


thinks that Mr. Wardle has done any thing 
dishonourable. It is the laugh; that is 
what he' has to withstand, and that is the 
fruit of his indisefetion. But, we whom*"* 
he has so effpctually served ; for whom 
he has done more than any other man ever 
did; w'e are bound to use our utmost en¬ 
deavours to prevent him from suffering 
from that cause. To him we owe the 
Darling Letters, the History of O’Meira and 
the celestial unction; to him we owe the 
history oI Donovan, French, ISandon and 
Parson Williams; to him w'c owe Cla¬ 
vering’s retlers and confinement in New¬ 
gate ; to him we owe ibc neat little Note to 
Tonyn, including the conduct of Hamilton, 
Samlon, Mr. Perceval and Mr. Adam, 
respt ctiiig that No-te ; to him we ow-e Mrs. 
Clarke’s letters to Sandon, asking this re¬ 
spectable personage to “ get her votes for 
‘‘ Pin” in tile House of Commons ; to him 
. W'C owe the exitosurw of the tendered 
bi ibe of the Bev. Mr. Bcazley, who had 
wriuen a no-pppery pamphlet, and of 
wliom, by the bye, I have heard nothing 
since, thfiugb the. case was niueh worse 
tiiiui that of the Tinman; to him we ^ 
owe tho discoveries aliout the sale 'of 
Wiiici.sli’ps aiul Cadetshij)S, whicli though 
going on for years, and declared to 
be illegal and very mischievous, had 
m vy before been brought to light; to 
him w'e owe the clisctivei'ics, relative to 
the swapping and selling of oflices and 
scats in parliament, and the knowledge of 
all about Mr. Perceval and Lord Caslle- 
reagh and Mr. Keding and Lord Clancar- 
ty ; to him we owe, and we sliall always 
owe, that upon these pcriists, the House, of 
Commons was PUT TO THE TEST; 
that that House was WEIGHED IN THE 
BALANCE. To Mr. Wardle we owe all 
this, ami a great deal more ; and, thexe- 
forc, whatever may have been his indis¬ 
cretion in entangling himself in tlie nets of 
the law, it is our duty to .show, by acts as 
well as by words, that we were not unwor¬ 
thy of the exertions which he made, and 
suecesfully made, to .serve us. What lie 
did for u.s, let it be well observed and re- 
mt^mbered, NOTHING CAN UNDO. 
No : not even a law to burn all the books 
and records in,existence ; utiles.«, at the 
same time, cur memories could be destroyed 
as far as related to the discoveries he 
made, or cau.«ed to be made. 'lo him we 
owe a stock of information, which has cre¬ 
ated a new mind in*the cmintry ; to him we 
owe, not the possession of M^as. Clarke’s 
book (that is yet to come), but we owe her 


t 
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having written a book, which was sup¬ 
pressed at the expence of ten thousand 
pdunds, cash upon the nail; and to him w(» 
the Well-founded suspicions that arise 
from this undoubted fact. We owe him 
all this. We owe him more than any 
other man, and than all other men put 
together, and, if we do not stand by him, 
we shall justly he considered, in future, as 
unworthy of any exertions‘being made in 
our favour, and richly deserving of all 
those political evils, of which wc npvv so 
bitterly and so justly complain. 

W“. COBBETT. 


TO THE AUTHOR OF 

" An Impartial Examination of Sir Francis 
hurdett's Plan of Parliamentury Reform.” 

Enfield, 17 th Dec. 18 (X). 
Sir ;—I have read your letter to me, in 
the Political Register of yesterday. It is 
in reply to one of mine to you, inserted in 
the same Regis)er on (he 1 kh of October. 
What, Sir, were the objects of that letter ? 
to “ convince you that, in one very iin- 
“ portant particular, you have not only 
" rniscltnceived the int.-aning of the baro- 
“ net, but have likewise mismulersiood a 
“ fuitdainenlal principle of the English 
“ Constitution.”—As your letter. Sir, ai- 
tliough In reply to mine, attempts not arf 
answer to thc.se objection.s to your book, J 
certainly am not called upon to contro¬ 
vert your present reasoning. I am not 
now to learn, that those who look not for 
a foundation of pqjitical reasoning, to the 
principles of free government, or of our 
comstituticii, can as fluently talk about flic 
expediency ol “ triennial parliaments,” 
as on th^ advantage of j>lacemen in the 
House, of Commons, or any other devia¬ 
tion from principle. Instead of three 
columns of Mr. Cobbelt's Register, you 
might, for aught that I can see to the con¬ 
trary, haVe written three volumes in folio 
on the same tojpc, and still have been as 
wide of the truth, as you now appear to 
me to be.—It wa* to guard the tjuesilon 
against this rambling mode of discussion, 
that I had carefully explained the prin¬ 
ciple of the English Constitution on tUe 
point in quesiioii, as well as giv%n a de¬ 
monstration of the principle of free go¬ 
vernment, with w hich that constitution on 
this point is in strict uitis«n. I must 
therefore needs think,,that oq. one is enti¬ 
tled to call upon me to attend to argu¬ 
ments inconsistent with these principles, 
until he have first proved to me that on 
• • 
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the principles themselves I am in error* 
For it is a maxim that “ against him who 
“ denies (or regards not) principles, dis* 

“ pute is useless.”—As you admit. Sir, 
you are “ almost at the commencemept of 
" your political career,” and appear de¬ 
sirous of arriving at truth, 1 cannot but re¬ 
commend it to you, to be above all things 
attentive to funaamcntal principles. Un¬ 
less you build upon these, yoursuperstruc- 
tuie, how1>eauiiful .soever it may be in 
your own imagination, will have neither 
stability, nor use. As you have not even 
ventured to question the correctness of my 
dcmorislralion, from which demonstration 
it follows, a.s a ne.ct ssaiy conclusion, that 
a “ triennial parliament” would be “ a 
gross violation of ihe constitution,” I can¬ 
not, I confess, undeisiand, how you are 
authorized in saying that notwithstanding 
what 1 have urged, you are still “ the un¬ 
shaken advocate, of Triennial Parliaments.” 
—But, Sir, let u-s return to the point from 
whence wc )«"t out. Your book assumes* 
that “ triennial parliaments” make a part 
of Sir 4 ’raiicii) Burdett’s Plan of Parliamen- 
tar}’ Reform.” To deny the fact, is a 
main object of my letter to you. On this 
point you make •no answer. I was war¬ 
ranted in my denial of lhi.s assumed fact, 
on twi) grounds. 1st, Sir Francis proposes 
tliat parliaments be biougiit back to a 
“ constitutional duration,” and 1 demon¬ 
strate that such a Suiaiion cannot ex¬ 
ceed one'year. 2ml, It happcilSd to me to 
know^, that such is the view' of Sir Francis 
himself on the point in question; for 1 was 
with him at the time he wrok; down the 
propositions which, in the course of a o'ay 
or two afterwards, he moved in pariia- 
meiU; on which occasion, he took from 
its .shelf a book, to show me hig^i consl'itu- 
tional authority for the opinion he enter¬ 
tained, on what was the “ constitutional 
duration” of parliaments ; from which au¬ 
thority it appeared, that a parliament of 
more than one 3'ear’s duration cuuld not 
he constitutional.—You saj'that “ annual 
“ parliaments are conformatile to the spi- 
“ rit of our ancient laws. But the ques- 
tioii rests not here. The ancient larva 
“ whjph cornpo.se the Britisji Constitution 
" possess no intrinsic, or mystical excel- 
“ lence, they are but a means to an end, 

“ they are valuable only a.s thej' conduce 
“ to human happiness ’’—This short pas¬ 
s’.'ge appears to be crorvdtid with miscoa- 
ceptibns'and. errors. 1st, No “ laws”^i- 
,ther uniient or modern ‘•compose the* 
British Oonstitulion,” or any “ constita- 
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tio'a.” 2d, My references had been to 
the English Constitution. 3d, A “ Bi'- 
tisb Constitution,” is a non-entity, which 
never had exi.stence. * England and Scot¬ 
land are to this day governed by sy.stcms 
of lanvs radically different one from the 
other j as following of course tVoni differ¬ 
ent constitutions. We may recollect, when 
Lord Melville threatened us with the in¬ 
troduction into England, oi the constitu¬ 
tion and law of Scotland, as belter adapted 
to the arbitrary purposes of himself and 
the late Mr. Pitt, d th. My leferenccs to 
the Statutes of the Ath &. 3(Jtli of Edw. 111. 
were not ast “ composing” the constitu¬ 
tion ; but merely as evidences of what, in 
those days, our ancestors conceived the 
constitution to be touching the “ duration” 
of parliaments. 5tli, Our ancestors of that 
period had no conception of what is now 
meant, when we speak of “ annual par¬ 
liaments.”—A moderate degree of atten¬ 
tion to n<y letter should seem to have been 
sufficient for preventing such errors as 
these,—When you denied my proposition 
that " Parliamentary Kepresentation and 
" Political Liberty arc convertible tefnis,” 

I was prepared to discover that 1 liad been 
mistaken, and equally prepareil on such a 
discovery to have confe'ssed my error; 
but the effect of your remarks, instead ol 
shaking that opinion, have confirmed me in 
it.—You observe that “ Parliamentary Ke- 
“ presentation may be conceived to exist, 
in the utrmrst perfection, where liberty 
“ is infringed by a thousand unnecessary 
“ institutions.”—Had y'ou indeed proved 
thifs, it would not only have abated my ar- 
dour as a (fSirliamentary reformer, but it 
would have convinced me, that I had for 
thirty years been pursuing a shadow. 
Now, Sir, liiryour proof—*' In a country, 
“ where sulFragc should be universal, and 
elections annual, the [tredeminant reli- 
« gions sect might (and in an ageofbi- 
" gutry certainly would) load their fellow 
“ citizens of an opposite persuasion with 
•' the most oppressive exclusions and in- 
" q(]i.sitorial pains.”—Stating tjiis situation 
of things, ‘ a.s your idea of repi'esentation 
" in the utmost perfection,” and as what, 
you conceive might possibly be the effect 
of it, does it an^oiint to any thing else<han 
this, that, under such a state of represent¬ 
ation, the majority of the nation, if they 
had any disputes, would pfevajl in the le¬ 
gislature -over the minority ? an^l is not 
thi^politicallibcrty “ in the utmost per- 
“ faction ?” It is jjo part of the defftiition 
•f liberty, that a nation shall not be capa¬ 


ble ol' folly—Under such a system of 
“ representation in the utmost perfection,” 
or, as I should say, political liberty in the 
i/lrnost perfection, (for I still bold them t,*' 
be convertible terms) itsis not unreason¬ 
able to .supposi*, that all those “ institu- 
“ tutions” which embitter one religious 
sect against another, w'ould soon be brought 
into such a. complete sulnection to the 
civil slaie, as to jnoduce, not" toleration,” 
but real religiou.s liberty; so that every 
citizen should he peiieclly fiee to worship 
God according to his own creed, without 
any persons feeling an interest in persecut¬ 
ing him. Is not this the case in America 
at this day ? And is it not the natural ef¬ 
fect of a re(>reseHtation nearer to |ierfec- 
tioa than any nation ever before practically 
enjoyed ; not exccpiing that from which 
they derived the represenftitive pans of 

their constitutions?-llcmcinber, Sir, I 

am endeavouring to shew what is “ poliii- 
“ eal liberty not wlmt use men will, or 
will not, make of ihat liberty. And as I 
do not accede to your definition of politi¬ 
cal liberty, which is not definite enough 
to please me, and very inferior to what 
you will lliiil given by Doctor Prie»,»sA I 
am as little inciined to resi)rl to ilic nieatis 
you .seem to have discovered, for corrett- 
iiig thost; evils which you are so apprehen¬ 
sive must arise from “ Repre.scnUlion in 
“ theut'itostpcireclion.’'—Havingpointed 
out, specified particular evils, as what in 
such a slate of society, might be naturally 
exi-'ccted, you say, “ On tbe contrary, in 
“ an ab.solute mt/iiaichf, a prince of patri- 
“ otic I'eeliiigs, and eiTlightencd under- 
“ standing, might establish perfect tolera- 
lion, and abolish most of those regula- 
“ tion.s, which, without benefiting kite pub- 
“ lie, better the exertions of individual 
“ man. Thus we see that oppression may 
“ exist in conjunelion with the most per- 
“ feet system of rcpresetitation, andl that a 
“ considierable share of liberty may ob- 
“ tain where representation is unknown.” 
—Here, .Sir, are glaring rticonsisiem ies, 
into which you could no^bave fallen, bad 
you been acquainted witti the principles 
of the science you are writing upftn, or, 
in other words, bad you acquired accurate 
notions of Jiberty ; the most conci.se defi¬ 
nition of which, whether it relate to a 
statc,^or to an individual citizen, is, that it 
is the power of self-government. Is it 
not self-evidcnT,*lliat in a .state which en¬ 
joys “ repreJAitatiofi in the utmost per- 
“ fection,” there must reside “ in the ut- 
•*' most perfection” self-government, or 
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liberty? And is it not equally self-evident, 
that in “ an absolute monarchy,” which 
in terms describes a government at the 
igill of one man, or a perfect despotism^ 
there can be no if liberty” whatever?— 
A stale, or an individual man, possesdng 
self-government, or liberty, ma)^ doubt¬ 
less make an ill use of it; but, be such 
folly what it may, I do not apprehend 
that the propei^corrective a deprivation 
of liberty; for that very deprivation must 
either abridge, or destroy,* the power of 
amendment, when reason or expefieiicc 
shall have convinced the state or the indi¬ 
vidual of its or his error. And as to your 
palpable inconsistency,»in sup()osing “ that 
“a considerable share of liberty mty ob- 
“ tain where representation is unknown ;” 
it arises from your mistaking the protec¬ 
tion, or favour,* or indulgence of a despot, 
who can withdraw the same at any mo¬ 
ment, for liberty, which is thd power 
of selt-g»vernment, in iependertt of the 
prince or magistrate.—Having thus. Sir, 
shewn that on neither of the topics, which 
were tlie objects of my former letter to 
you, have you given tlic smallest answer; 
and tfisit 1 cannot diseoverany priticiplesof 
free government, or of the English Consti¬ 
tution, from which you argue in favour of 
'' triennial parliaments,” which therefore 
appear to me a superstructure without a 
foundation, that alone seems to he a very 
sufTicient reason for my not replying to 
your arguments in ^favour of them, after 
what I have already advanced against 
them in inj’^ former letter.—I once. Sir, 
had put into my liSnds by a friend, a very 
bulky volume oi Swedenbourg’s Works, in 
order to convert me to the baron’s opi¬ 
nions ini-eligion; but finding in the first 
page, the fancies which he had taken for 
his foundations, am! being convinced of 
their fallacy, I excused myself from read¬ 
ing farllicr, as I was not in quest of amuse¬ 
ment, but truth. I have, however, read 
your letter to the end ; and having alrea¬ 
dy shewn how Tmich 1 difler from you in 
fundamentals, it would be idle to multiply 
words in controverting your conclusions. 

-1 shall only shortly observe, that 

your arguments for preferring, in the 
teeth of demonstration as to the princiijfe, 
triennial to annual parliaments, appear to 
mt to be the effect, rather of errors derived 
from an observation of corrupt and erro¬ 
neous practice, than of a dbfitemplation of 
the nature of election ^ropefl^ regulated. 
If we are not to be guided by the princi¬ 
ples of reason, and the laws of nature, in 


vain hath the Deity furnished us wAh 
either moral or intellectual guides.—I be¬ 
lieve, Sir, that where political liberty 
shall be enjoyed " in the utmost perfec- 
“ tion,” there will " wisdom” and “virtue,” 
"talent” and “integrity,” be most like¬ 
ly to find their way into a representative 
legislature ; and to think otherwise, ap¬ 
pears to me an unintentional satire on the 
Author of Nature.—Still, Sir, respecting 
your endqpvours to promote the liberties 
of your country, I remain your obedient 
servant, John CAnxwRiGHT. 


HIHll PRICES. 

Sir; Tn the Supplement to No. IS. of 
Vol. xvi, of your Kegij^ier, is a Letter on 
the High Price of Provisions; on which, 
with your permission, I will make a few 
remarks. The writer begins by deploring 
the effect of the Duke of Porilaml’s Pro- 
tdamation in 171)0 ; by which the miseries 
of the people were great!}’ aggravated 
insomuv’h that the advance of price was 
12.5 per cent., when the real deficiency of 
crop was only 25 per cent. With this 
fact before him, he proceeds to give us 
the information contained in the following 
paragraph. “ Tfie recent and ra|ud ad- 
“ vMiced price of corn, must either be or 
“ be not the measure of the scantiness of 
“ crop, to which it is ascribable. If it be 
“ the measure, of rt, then the scarcity 
“ amounts to one third of last ^ar’s crop, 

“ for the price has advanced or will soon 
“ advance in that proportion to last year’s 
“ price. And if it be not the measure of 
“ it, then it is not the corn tliat lias ad- 
“ vanced a third in price, but the money 
“ that lias retreated Jaack to two thirds of 
“ its last year’s exchangeable value.” A 
set of “ long faced farmers with scanty 
“ samples,” “ filching dealers and greedy 
“ bankers,” have performed this wonder 
in the space of six short weeks; all the 
rag merchants and paper makers in the 
united kingdom, having been put in requi- 
.sitinn. —I think it right however to inform 
this gentleman, (what I believe no other 
person who has thought on the subject 
need be told), that an apprehension of 
scarcfly, in articles of the first necessity, 
enhances the demand, and consequently 
the price, much beyond the occasion: 
That the produce of our own harvest, is, on 
an average of years, barely sufficient to feed 
us ; t|ter#fore if our crdjj falf,» in any de¬ 
gree, sRort of the average, w§ must depelid,* 
*in thu (^egree, on other countries for oor 
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subststettce. Now, i£ the public have Jet 
in a notion that the crop of this year is 
somewhat below par, that notion, joined to 
another on the uncertainty of a foreign 
supply, may account for the advance in 
price, without supposing a sudden exacer¬ 
bation of avarice in the farmers, dealers 
and bankers. A circumstance, that, I 
am happy to assure your correspondent, 
has not occurred within my observation, 
which is pretty extensive amOng those 
classes of the community. 

I am. Sir, Yours, &c. M. B. 

Dae. 10,1609. ' 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

City of London Address, Dec. 20, 1 SO'J. 


To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 
The humble, loyal, and dutiful Address 
, and Petition of the Lord Mayor, Al¬ 
dermen, and Commons of the City" of 
London, in Common Council assem¬ 
bled. 

Most gracious Sovereign; 

We your Majesty’s most failhful, loy al, 
and dutiful subjects, the Lord Mayor, ,\1- 
dermen, and Commons of the Caty of Lon¬ 
don, in Common Council assembletJ, nnh,t: 
humbly ap))roach your Majesty’s sacred 
erson, in the perfect assurance that your 
lajesty wiTfgraciously comlestend to re¬ 
ceive the suggestions of vour laithfuWand 
loyal Citizens, on subjects which sorioasly 
and deeply nUect llicir interesls, in com¬ 
mon with the rest of your Majesty’s peo¬ 
ple. 

Wc have vt itnesscdbvitlvdeep regret the 
disastrous failure of the late E;;|)edition, as 
the magnitude of its etjuijiraent luul raised 
the just Jiopes and expectations of tlic 
Country to some permanent benelit. 

And we cannot avoid expressing to your 
Majesty the sorrow and indignation witli 
which we are^ alfected, by the unlia^y 
dissensions that have prevailed among ^iir 
Majesty’s Ministers, and our Years that 
such dissensions may prove eminentiv pre-‘ 
judicial to the best interests of the Nation. 

Your Majesty’sfaithful Citizens, actuated 
by loyal attachment to your Sacred Person 
and Illustrious House, and solicitous for 
the honour of your Majesty's arms and 
the<dignity and sojjdity of your Majesty’s 
Coyncits, are deeply impressed \titli* ihe 
iiecessity^ of a!ii early and strict Inquiry 
into the causes of the failure of* the late 


Expedition, therefore pray your Majesty 
will direct Inquiry to be forthwith insti- 
t(^ted, in order to ascertain the caiises 
which have occasioned it. 

Signed by Order bf Court, 

Henry Woodthorpe. 

To which Address and Petition His Ma¬ 
jesty vvas graciously pleased to return 
the following Answer :-L " 

I thank you Yor your expressions of duly 
and attachmenf'to me and to my Family.—■ 
The recent Expedition to the Scheldt was 
directed to several objects of great impor¬ 
tance to the interest^ of my Allies, and to 
the security of ray'Joniiiiions.—I regret, 
that of these objects a part only has been 
accomplished.—I have not judged it to be 
necessary to direct any Military Inquiry 
into the Conduct of my Commanders by 
Sea or Land in this conjoint Service.— 
It will be for my Parliament, in their 
wisdom, to ask for such ini’ormation, or to 
take sucli measures upon this subject as 
they shall judge most conducive to the 
public good. 

Spain.—Manifesto, i/w daya wffen 
the Generai, (’oi'.te.s of the Spankh Mo- 
narchy arc to be convoked and held; 
Dated Royal Alcazar (if' Seville, Oct. 26, 
180y .—( Concluded from, p, L'60.._J 

'J'hese forces have 
since fought, it is true, with ill success, 
but always w iib gailanlry and glory. 'I’he 
creation, the reparatioii, and the subsist- 
ance of these ai aiies b').vc more than ab¬ 
sorbed the ( onsiilerable sufiplies which 
have bee 11 sent us iiy our brethren in Ame¬ 
rica. We liave iiiaiiilained in the free 
Provinces unity, order and justice, and in 
llio.-ic occupied by tlie ciieniy we. have e.x- 
ened our eiidi avours to preserve, though 
secretly, the fire of patriotism and the. 
boiiiid.s of loyally. We have vindicated 
the iialioii.il honour and iiid( ])tiidence in 
tile most coiniilicaled and ,'lifiicult diplo- 
malie negociai.ioiis; and we have 'made 
hcail again.st adversity, without suflering 
oursi Ives to dcsirair, ever trusting that we 
sliouid overcome it by our constancy. 
Wki have, wilhoiit doubt, committed errors, 
ami we would willingly, were it possible, 
redeem them with our blood : but in the 
confilsion of events, among tlie mountains 
of dilliculties nv'bich surrounded us, who 
.could be cettjiin of,always being in the 
right } Could we be responsible because 
one bod^ of troops wanted valour, and 

;another confidence j because one Genera) 

* 
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has less prudence, and another less good 
lortune ? Much, Spaniards, is to be attri- 
Jjuted to our inexperience, rnueli to cir¬ 
cumstances, l)ut jiolliing to our intention. 
Tliat ever has been to deliver our unfor¬ 
tunate King Irom slavery, and preserve to 
him a throne for vv'hich the Spanish people 
have made such sacrifices, and to maintain 
it free, jndep/’ndent and happy. \Vc 
have, from the time of b\jr institution, 
promised him a country ; wv. liave decreed 
the abolition of arbitrary power, freyn the 
time we announced the re-establi^hment 
of our Cortes Such is, Spaniard.s, the use 
wc have made of the lijilimited power and 
authority confided to us; and wlien your 
wisdom shall have established the basis 
and form of Government most proper for 
the intlcpciulwice and good of the State, 
Wv? will resign the authority into the hands 
you shall point out, contented with the 
glory of having given to the Spaniards the 
dignity of a nation legitimately constituted. 
May this solemn and magnificent assembly 
be productive of eflicaeious means, energy, 
and fortune; maj- it be an immense iii- 
extipjuishable volcano, from which may 
flow torrents of patriotism to revivify every 
part of this vast monarchv, to inflame all 
minds with that srdilime enthusiasm which 
produces the safety and glory of nations, 
and the despair of tyrants; and your¬ 
selves, noble bathers of the country, to 
the elevation of your high duties, and 
Spain exalleil vviili\ou to an e(|nally bril¬ 
liant destiny, shall sec returned into her 
bosom for in r lia^ipincss, Terdinand 7th, 
and his unfortunate family ; shall see her 
sons enter on the path of prosperity and 
glory v^hich they ought henceforth to 
pursue, and receive the crown of the sub¬ 
lime and almost divine efliirts wliic.h thev 

•I 

are ni^)ting. 

Marquis of Astorga, President. 

PuDRO DE llivEHO, Sec.-Gen. 


France.—S pcecA of the Emperor Napoleon, 
at the opening of the meeting of the Legis¬ 
lative Body. Dec. 3, 1 SOI). 

Gentlemen Deputies of Departments to 
the Legislative Body.—Since your hist 
Sassion I have reduced Arragdh and Cas¬ 
tile to submission, and driven from Mi drid 
the fallacious Government formed by 
England. I was marching upon Cadiz 
and Lisbon, when I «ras uuitkr the neces- 
■ity of treading hack my steps, and of 
planting my eagles on the ramparts of 
Vienua. Three months have seen, the 


rise and termination of this fourtb Panic 
Vr' ar. Accustomed to the dovotedness and 
courage of my armii;», I must nevertheless, 
under these circumotauces; acknowledge 
the particular proofs of aflection uhicJi my 
soldiers of Germany have given me.—The 
genius of France conducted the English 
arm 3 ’^—it has terminated its projects in the 
pestilential marshes of Walclieren. In 
that important period I remained 400 
leagues tfistant, certain of the new glory 
which my people would acquire, and of 
the grand character they would display. 
Mj^ hopes have not been deceived—I owe 
particular thanks to the Citizens of the 
Departments of the Pas de Calais and the 
North. Frenchmen! ^IJvciy one that shall 
oppose you shall be conquered and re¬ 
duced to submission. Your grandeur shall 
be increased by the hatred of your ene¬ 
mies. You have before you long years of 
glory and prosperity. You have the force 
and energy of the Herculesof the Ancients. 
—I have united 'l uscany to the Empire? 
The Tuscans were worthy of it by the 
mildrtess of their character, the. at- 
taciiment their ancestors have always 
shewn us, and by the services they have 
rendercHl to Earfipean civilization.—Hi.s- 
tovy jiointed out to me the conduct I ought 
to pursue toward.s Horae : the Popes, be¬ 
came Sovereigns of part of Italjr, have 
constantly shewn tjiemselvcs enemies of 
ever}' preponderating power in the penin¬ 
sula—they have employed tfieir spiritual 
power to injure it—It w'as then demon¬ 
strated to me that the spiritual influence 
exercised in my States by a foreign Sove¬ 
reign, was contrary to the independence 
of France, to the dignity and safety of my 
throne. However, *as I ackn^wdedge the 
necessity of the spiritual influence of the 
descendants of the first of the pastors, I 
could not conciliate these grand interests 
but by annulling the donative of -the 
French Emperors my predecessors, and 
bj' uniting the Roman States to France.— 
By the Treaty of Vienna, all the Kings, 
and Sovereigns my allies, who have given 
me so many proofs of the constancy of 
their friendship, have acquired an^ shall 
acquire a fresh increase of territory,^—The 
Illyrian Provinces stretch the frontiers of 
my great Empire to the Save. Coatigu-^ 
ous to the Empire of Constantinople, I 
shall find myself in a situation to watch 
over the first interests cJTny ^commerce in 
the MeUiterranean, thy Adriatic, andgthe^ 
Levant. I will protect tBe Pojte, if the 
Porte whhdraw herself from the fatal in- 
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fluence of England. • I shall know how to 
punish her, if she suffer herself to be go¬ 
verned by cunning and perfidious counsels. 
—I have wished to give the Swiss Nation 
a rieyv proof of my esteem, by annexing to 
my titles that of their Mediator, and thus 
putting an end to all the uneasiness en¬ 
deavoured to be spread among that brave 
people.—Holland, placed between Eng 
land and France, is equally bruised by 
them. Yet she is the debnuclte oPiheprinei- 
pal arteries of niy empire.—Changes will 
become necessary; the safely of my 
frontiers, and the well understood interests 
of the two countries, imperiously require 
them.—Sweden has lost, by her alliance 
with England, ai’lq^ a disastrous war, the 
finest and most important of her provinces. 
Happy would it have been for that nation, if 
the wise Prince that governs her now had 
ascended the throne some years sooner ? 
This example proves anew to kings that the 
alliance of England is the surest presage of 
•ruin.—IMy ally and friend, the Emperor 
of Russia, has united to his vast empire, 
Finland, Moldavia, Wallachia, and‘a dis¬ 
trict of Gallicia.—I am not jealous of any 
thing that can produce good to that Em¬ 
pire. My sentiments for its illustrious 
Sovereign are in unison with my policy. 
—Wlien I shall shew myself beyond the 
Pyrenees, the frightened leopard will fly to 
the ocean, to avoid ^ shame, dfcfcat and 
death. The triumph of my arms will be 
the triumplf of the genius of good over 
that of evil; of moderation, order, andjfiio- 
rality over civil war, anarchy and the bad 
passions. My friendship and protection 
will, I hope, restore tranquillity and hap¬ 
piness to the people of the Spains.—Gen¬ 
tlemen Deputies of ^Departments to the 
Legislative Body—I have directed my Mi¬ 
nister of the Interior to lay before you the 
history of the legislation, of the adminis¬ 
tration, and of the finances of the year just 
expired ; you will see that all the ideas I 
had conceived for the amelioration of my 
people, have ^ been followed with the 
greatest activity—that in Paris,, as in the 
most distant parts of my empire, the war 
has not produced any delay in the public* 
W’orksi The Members of rny Coungl of 
State will .submit to you diflerent projects 
of law, and especially the law upon the 
Finances; you will see in it their pros¬ 
perous condition. I demand of my peo- 
le.no new scscrific#, though circumstances 
oblige'd me to double my tnilhary 
^neans.. *• * 


Flushing. —Sentence against General 

Monnet. 

r 

Dec, 9. — The Council of Inquiry ap¬ 
pointed by bis Maje.sty the Emperor and 
King, convened by his Excellency Count 
De iluiieburgh. Minister at War, in obe¬ 
dience to hi.s Majesty’s Orders, dated 
Schoeiibrunn, Sept, 7, 181^9, ai^l assem¬ 
bled at the Geifcral Military Depot, clo.sed 
on the 2.5th oftta i month its ileliberations, 
and pronounced the following Senteiice :— 
That General Monnet, coiurary to his 
duty, did not luifil the orders of his Impe¬ 
rial Majesty, in cs^e of his being pressed 
hard by the enemy, to cut the dykes 
rather than surrender.—'fhat he surren¬ 
dered the fortress at a time when it had 
only sustained a bombardment of thirty- 
six hours, when the garrison was still com¬ 
posed of more than 4,000 men, whtn no 
breach was made in ihg rampart, and the 
enemy was yet 'more than 800 metres dis¬ 
tant from the fortress, and when our iroops 
were yet in possession of the outworks, 
and when, consequently, the place was not 
really besieged.—That the General .is 
iherefore guilty of gro.ss misconduct, which 
cannot be attributed to any other motive 
than cowardice and treason. And the 
Council declares, moreover, that the Ge¬ 
neral is guilty ot extortion and embezzle¬ 
ment, since it appears in evidence, that he 
did receive, or cau.scd to be received, for 
his own private benefit and use, from the 
year 1803 to (he year 180(i, the sum of 
ten Dutch stivers, or twnty sous Tournois 
for each half aukar Geneva which was ex¬ 
ported. 

(Signed) Count R.\mfon. 

Count d’AtzvELLE, ’^ice-Ad. 

Hehenoud. 

Counts SoNfiEu & Ba|son. 

The above .Sentence was confirmed by 
the Emperor and King on the 6th instant, 
and ordered to be transmitted to the Mi- 
niste.r at War, for the purpose of being 
carried into execution against the delin¬ 
quent. 


Battle ov Ocana.— Report from the Duke 
^of Dalpialia to his Excellency the Minister 
at War; dated Das Barrios, Nov. 19, 
18p9. 

The troops# «f his Imperial Majesty 
have gained ^ignai victory. The battle 
was fought in the vicinity of Ocana, where 
the insurgents had assembled a force of 
5 5,000 men, 700 of whom were horse, witk 
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a numerous park of artillery. The 4th 
army joined by the 5th under the orders 
of Marshal Duke of Treviso, the division ®f 
’•dragoons commanded by Gen. Milhaud, 
the division of li^Jhi horse under the com¬ 
mand of (Jen. Beauryantjand the brigade of 
light horse of Gen. Paris, the Royal Guard.s, 
and two batlalionsofSpanish troops,march¬ 
ed yesterday to meet the enemy, who, ac¬ 
cording To every intelligence received, bad 
taken post at Ocana. Ab^ut nine o'clock 
this morning our advanced parties came in 
sight of the enemy’s army. At eleven 
o’clock the action commenced, and in two 
hours it was decided cn our favour. The 
Spaniards, encouraged by their superiority 
in numbers, made a vigorous resi.stance; 
but they were attacked with such irresisti¬ 
ble valour by^our troops, that they soon 
gave way ; their position was carried, and 
they were thrown into the utmost confu¬ 
sion, All their artillery and field equipage 
fell into our hands; more than 50 pieces 
of cannon have, already been brought in, 
15 stand of colours, and numerous pri¬ 
soners have been taken, among whom are 
3 Generals, (i Colonels, and 700 inferior 
oftitfePs. Tlie ground is covered with the 
slain, and with more tlian 40,000 muskets. 
They tvho escaped took to flight, w'iihout 
arms, and without knowing whither to 
direct their steps. This mOi nittg the Kiu5; 
gave the command of the cavalry to Gene¬ 
ral Sehastiani, and the admirable manner 
in which he manaeuvred and mJtde his 
charges, fully justified his Majesty’s choice, 
(ieneral Milhaud qjso greatly distinguished 
himself; and all the different commanders 
of horse di.splayed the utmost intrepidity 
and valour. The Marshal Duke of Tre¬ 
viso coiftmanded the infantry of the 4th and 
5th corps; it is utterly impossible to be¬ 
have in a more gallant manner than be 
did. lie received a contusion in the arm ; 
but this did not prevent him from con¬ 
tinuing the command. Our loss docs not 
in my «stiinat|pn exceed 400 men. The 
Marshal Duke of Belluno is ordered this 
morning to cross the Tagus, between Vil- 
lamaurique and I’uonte Duenar, He is to 
attack the enemy in the position he has 
taken up at Santa Cruz, and pursue «n 
whatever direction he may chitose to^e- 
treat. He w'as this morning informed by 
letter, that the enemy had concentrated 
his force near Ocana, an<i sirdered to di¬ 
rect his march to that^poin^. As he had 
to perform a very long march, he could 
not arrive sufficiently in time to share jn 
th« action; nay thti King did not receive 


any intelligence, from him the whole of 
the day, and his Majesty is, therefore, pej- 
fectly' ignorant of what the Duke of Bel- 
hmo has been doing. 1 shall however 
have to make my' further report on, this 
subject as soon as possible.—Plea.se to lay 
my repoit before his Imperial Majesty, 
and to accept the assurance of my high 
consideration. 

Marshal Duke of Dalmatia, 

• Major-General. 


Si’AiN.— From the Government Gasette ex- 
traordinur^ of Nov. M3, 

Two dispatches have just been received 
from the General Don Juan Carlos de 
Areizaga, dated 19th a*nd 20th, in Turie- 
que and Daituiel, both of which arrived ait 
the same time. 

In the first he states, that the enemy 
having attacked our army in the centre 
and on the flanks at Ocana, but making 
their principal effort against our right,"' 
with a view to turn it, an obstinqte resist¬ 
ance was made for three hours, when they 
were i tqnilsed by the division of the gal¬ 
lant Brigadier Lacey; but the superiority 
of the enemy’s* artillery caused a flis- 
persion, wliicli obliged our army to retreat 
untfer cover of onr vanguard, and 6 th divi- 
si»n ; that onr loss is considerable, but the 
enemy’s flot less so^ as he was repulsed 
several time.s by our infantry, and the brisk 
fire of the artillery. *** 

Tlte Dispatch of the 20th is as follows: 

Excellent Seigneur—1 arrived here this 
night, and to morrow I shall*proceed to 
Santa Crnz, where I have directed the in- 
fantrv should join, and the cavalry of this 
dispersed anny'^* will join in Manzanares, 
with t^ie exception of a part of the second 
division, under the command of Brigadier 
Don Caspar Bigodet, in order to check the 
enemy' (whose advanced posts have this 
day reached Madridejos, and of whose 
main body 1 know nothing), not to permit 
his drawing near the Sierra Morena, and 
to preserve my supplies from La Mancha. 
Then, should it be possible for me, I will 
‘give your Excellency an account of our 
loss., 1 can, however, in the mean time, 
inform your Excellency, that it has been 
very considerable in good Generajs and 
Officers, which is the best proof that these 
have distinguished themselves on this oc¬ 
casion wfth the greatestjionoar; following 
the exafhple of the Generals of Divisiens,^ 
who have given ptoofs of thiSir skijl in their 
good dispositions, and of their cbarac- 
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teVistic intrepidity.—God preserve your 
Excellency. (Signed) 

*■ Juan pAutos de Akeizaca. 

Head-qmrters, Daimiel, Nov. 20, 1S09. 


Procuamation of the Junta, dated Royal 
Alcazar qf Seville, Nov. 21,1 S09. 

Spanistrds!—Oor tMiemies announce, as 
positively certain, a peace in Germany, 
and the circumstances which accompany 
this tiotice give it a character of truth 
which leaves little room for doubt. They 
already threaten us with the powerful re* 
inforcemenCs which they suppose to be 
marching to complete our ruin ; already, 
probably elated with the favourable as¬ 
pect w'hich their Sflairs in the North have 
assumed, they insolently exhort us to sub¬ 
mit to the clemency of the Conqueror, 
and tamely bow our necks to the j'oke.— 
No, servants of Buonaparte ! [the Address 
afterwards continues,] placed as we are by 
tyour baseness, between ignominy and 
death, what choicc.would you wish a brave 
nation to make, but to defend itself Jo the 
last extremity ? Continue to rob, murder, 
and destroy, as you have done for these 
twenty months past; increase that inces¬ 
santly eternal hatred and thirst for ven¬ 
geance which wc must e.ver feci tow>»rds 
you. Shall wc fall at the feet of the 
crowned slave whom Buonaparte has sent 
us for a King, becauSe he burns our tem¬ 
ples, distrti-utes our virgins and matrons 
amon<>- his odious satellites, and sen(l,s our 
youth as a tribute to the French Minotaur! 
—Think nof, Spaniards, that the Junta ad¬ 
dresses you thus to excite your valour by 
the arts of language—What occasion is 
ther& for words, when things speak so 
plainly fof themselves ? Yotir houses are 
demolished, your temples polluted, your 
fields ravaged, your families dispersed, or 
hurried to the grave.—Shall we consent 
to the total destruction of our iioly religioii 
in which we were ham, and which we 
have so solemnly sAvorn to preserve ? Onr 
country is laid waste, and we 'are insulted, 
and treated as a vile herd of cifttle, which 
are bought and sold, and slaughtered wheis 
our inastcr pleases. Rememi»t r, Spaniards, 
the vile and treacherous manner in which 
this Usurper tore from us our King.—He 
called himself his ally, his protector, his 
friend; he preiended to give him the kiss 
of peace, biyt his embraces arc the folds of 

th^ serpent; wine’ll twine round ll^ednno- 

.... 


cent victim, and drag him to his cavern. 
Such perfidy is unknown to civilized na¬ 
tions, and scarcely practised among the 
most barbarous. The Sovereign we idobc 
ize is condemned to groSn in solitude, sur¬ 
rounded by guards and spies. Amidst 
his sulierings, he can only silently implore 
the valour of his beloved Spaniards for 
liberty or vengeance.—There .can be no 
peace while Uiese things* subsfst. That 
Spain may be free, is the universal wish of 
the nation, 'i'liat Spain may be free, or 
that It may become an immense desart, 
one vast sejiulchre, where the accumulated 
carcasses of French and Spaniards shall 
exhibit to future ages our glory and their 
ignominy. But this wretched fate is not 
to be feared by brave men. Victory, 
sooner or later, must be the reward of for¬ 
titude and constancy. What but these 
defended the small republics of Greece 
from the barbarous invasion of Xerxes > 

■ What jirotected the capitol when assailed 
liy the Gauls I What preserved it from 
the arms of Hannibal ? What in more 
modern times rescued the Swiss from Ger¬ 
man tyranny, and gave independence 
to Holland.!* What, in fine, inspires*at 
present the Tyrolese with such heroic 
resolution, that, though surrounded on 
every side by enemies, and abandoned 
by their protectors, they take refuge in 
their rocks, and on the summits of their 
mountains, and hurl defiance and defeat 
on the battalions of the conqueror of 
Uantzic. The God of armies, for whom 
we suffer, will give us success, and con¬ 
duct us through all the dangers that sur¬ 
round us to the throne of independence. 
—Spaniards, the Junta announces this to 
yon frankly, that you may not for a mo¬ 
ment be ignorant of the danger which 
threatens your country; it announces it to 
you, with confidence that you will shew 
yourselves worthy of the cause which you 
()! fcnd, and of the admiration of the uni¬ 
verse.—[The Addre.ss go^ on to exhort 
the Spanish nation to submit to every pri¬ 
vation, and make, evt.ry sacrifice to save 
tile State.]—When the storm rages, the 
most valuable treasures must be thrown 
injo the sea to save the vessel from sinking. 
—J’arishcthe man whose selfishness can 
render him wanting in his duty, or induce 
him Ho conceal what is necessary to be 
distributed a^pong his brethren, for the 
common defence! — 

(To be continued.) 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Catholic Claims. -1 am now at the 

close oF the eigJult year of the continuation 
of this Work. Alnny are the subjects 
which have been tlfscussed in it; but, 

I can safely say, that no subject, in 
the discussing of which I have taken 
a part, has ever excited so general and 
deep an interest, as appears to have 
been excited by the subject of Catholic 
Claims, as placed before the cv’cs of my 
readers in the Number of the 9th of this 

month, page 865.- Trut.ii has two great 

and frequently mortal enemies; 1st, the 
po'xer ofpunisluns; men for speaking or writing 
what is true; ‘2nd, the using of a multitude 
‘qf*isords. By l!ie first she is caught by the 
throat, and strangled ; by the second she 
is overlaid. The causes of her suffering 
are somewhat different; but the effect, in 
both rases, is precisely the same. lk>w 
many, how many many scores, are the in¬ 
stances, wherein 1 have observed the cne- ] 
mies of trutli, wlieri, from the nature of i 
circumstances, they have found themselves 1 
unable to succeed by the way of strangle, 
fiave resorted, and with complete success, 
to the not-lcss-cffectual mode of overlay¬ 
ing !-In no instance, however, do I re- 

collcA truth to have sulfcred more, from 
this latter mode of attack, than in the in¬ 
stance of the Catholic Claims; and, as is 
frequently the case, the attack has been, on 
tfie part of her friends, not a bit less for¬ 
midable than on the part of her cnem,ies. 
The cause (jT the Catholics was so good, 
the reasoning, necessary to maintain it, lay 
in so small a compass, and was so wrell 
supported by undeniable facts, that its ad¬ 
vocates need only fiave made a short and 
plain statement of the case, and, in ansv^er to 
the long-windod and bewildeuing speeches 
and publications of their opponents, have 
merely repeated that statement. But, from 
the prevalence of the fashion of much¬ 
speaking; fi-om the v'uT^ar notion, that 
great talent consisft in tlftTacility of pour¬ 
ing out, at will, a multitude of words ; 
and, from want of due reflection upon the 


consequences of never-ending (I do not 
mean nerer-dying) speeches and pamphlels; 
from these causes, discussions upon the 
Claims of the. Catholics have grown into 
such a length, have assumes! a form so 
hugely voluminous, that the very bulk of 
them is enough to fill with despair the 
heart of any reader noPendowed w ith more 
courage than generally falls to the Ipt of 

man.-Such being my opinion, I shall 

not, upon this subject of Catholic Claims, 
insert, come whence it will, any thing of 
considerable length, persons, who have a 
taste for overlaying matter, having already 
an ample supply iu the dozens of volumes, 
whigh, at less than half-price, the book¬ 
sellers of London and Westminster will be 
glad to part with. Indeed, I should not 
think it necess;py to say one mure word 
upon the subject, except in the way of rc- 
pttblkation. 1 am firmly convincarl, that if 
is impossible for any advocate of No- 
l^opery 4o make any answer, worthy of a 
moment’s attention, to the article above- 
mentioned, published in ti^s* Register of 
the 9th instant. But, two or three of my 
correspondents express a wish to hear 
something upon the Coronation Oath, as 
eonncctcd with the Catliolic^JIaims. Good 
God ! That Oatii has no more to do w itii 
.those Claims than,it has to do with Mr. 
Bagshaw’s claim upon any ofJils cuslonters 
for the amount of the Register that 1 am 
now writing. Nevertheless, as it is possi¬ 
ble that many persons may entertain some 
doubts upon the subject; as the tvoi'ds of 
this Oath are in the possession of so com¬ 
paratively small number of persons; and, 
especially as I recollcct,4liat, in the year 
1801, I myself, taking upon trust what I 
heard from others, sincerely believed, that 
a complianceWith the wishes of tke Catho¬ 
lic! w'ould amount to a*violation of this 
Oath, I w'ill here endctivour to place the,, 
matter in .so eledr a light, that the most 
crafty sh:Jl not, with rcsj>cct to it, haye it 
any longer in their powcf to imjiose Upon 
tlip nv>st ignorant or (host unwary.—Be¬ 
fore* we go any furthnr, ij^may not, witfi a 
view to perspfcnity, be amiss for us to rc- 
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state the question ; for, however contrary 
be to the fashion of the times, it 
l^ertainly does seem consonant to reason, 
that, before men talk much, they should 
comet to an understanding as to vihat they 

gre talking aboui. -My Lord Howick’s 

Bill, in 1807, inntemplattid a relaxation 
in the. laws le-speciing the exclusion from 
Inilitary, and, 1 believe, naval, offices, of 
our Roman Catholic fellow subjects. As 
the law now stands, the king canhot legal¬ 
ly appoint Roman Catholics to the hig/ier 
ranks, at least, in the army or the navy. 
My lord flo^vick’s Rill did not go to> give 
the Catholics a right to dcmandoi the king 
any promotion at all; but, to enable the 
king to use his pleasure as to such jnomo- 
tion.-It does appear perlectly mon¬ 

strous, and, at a future day, it will hardly 
be believed, that the proposing of this bill 
shoulil have been represented as aii attempt 
upon the hink,’s consciatce; as an attempt to 
entrap him, or to enforce him ijito a viola¬ 
tion. of his coronation oath; and especially, 
when it will be seen recorded in tbe sta¬ 
tute book, that, three years before,* the 
king had voluntm'ily given liisconsent to an 
act, which enabled him to employ and to 
promote (without any linirtation whatcvcv) 
foreign Roman Catholics, in the army. It 
is to be observed, too, thattliisact was well 
known not to be intended as a mere matter 
of form, but was to be ^mted upon', and irn- 
niediatcily too, and to a very considerable 
extent. A'lUr this, it does appear mon¬ 
strous, lliat the Bill of Lord Howiclfr 
should have been represented as an attempt 
to ibree the Jiing to violate his coronation 
ofl/A, which, if the bill could have produced 
a violation of it, bad been voluntarily vio¬ 
lated bylhe king tlireb yenrs before.- 

Yet, incredilble as this will and must ap¬ 
pear to posterity, such was notoriously the 
fact; and, it is still tVe-h in our mciuorie.s, 
that, the proposing of this Bill was made 
the ground of dismissing the late ministiy, 
against whom, from one end of the king-' 
dom to the other, their opponents had the 
address to raise'the cry of “ 
which word.s conveyed a charge of their 
having' attempted to re-establish, in this 
kingdo'mj the pt^ish religion. Of folly so 
completely brunsh as this, hi.story, as far 
as I am acquainted with it, furnishes no 

example-From the very words of the 

Coronation Oath, it is cvideift, that the 
n)ea«ure proposed cguld have produced no 
violry.ion of it. We will now set .wliat 
th^e words are; alid, that we may have 
(be thing fully before ua, let us take (hem 


together with the rest of the Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, of which they make a part, the title 
of which Act is ; " An Act for estdblishimg ^ 
“ the Coronation Oath,” and which Act » 
the Vlth Chapter of the first session of the 
first year of William and MaRy. 

“ WhereA. s by the Law and antient 
" Usage of this Realm, thp Kiygs and 
“ tiucens tlierebf have taken a solemn 
“ Oath upon tbe Evangelists at their re- 
" spec^ive Coronations, to maintain the 
“ Statutes, Laws, and Customs of the Said 
“ Realm, and all the People and Inhabi- 
“ tants thereof, in their Spiritual and Ci- 
“ vil Rights and Properties; But foras- 
much as the Oath itself on such Occa- 
“ sion administered, hath heretofore been 
“ framed in doubtful Words: and Expres- 
“ sions, with relation to ancient Laws and 
** Constitutions at this Time unknown 
To the end therefore that one uniform 
Oath may be in all Times to come taken 
by the Kings and Queens of thi.s Realm, 
and- to them respectively administeret) at 
tbe Time,s of their and every of their Coro¬ 
nation ; may it please your Majesties that it 

may be enacted ;-11. Aud be it enacted 

by the King’s and Queen’s ino.st Excellent 
Maje.sties, by and with the Advice and 
( Yrnsent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem¬ 
poral, and the Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the autho¬ 
rity of tbe same. That the Oath herein 
mentioned, and hcreaftei’ expressed, shall 
and may be administered to their most 
Excellent Majesties Kiiig WillUnn and 
Queen Mary, (whom Cod long preserve), 
at the Time of their Coronation, in the 
pi c'seiice of all Pcr.sons that shall then 
and there present at the solemnizing 
there.of , by tbe Archbishop of Canterlmty, 
or the Arohbishop of York, or either of 
theip, or any other Bishop of this Realm, 
whom tlie King’s Majesty shall thereunto 
appoint,'and who shall be Ijercby there- 
unU) respectively authorized^ which Oath 
folioweth, and sliall be admiiiistcred in thia 
Manner, that is to say. 

The Archbishop or Bishop shall say, 

" III. Will you soleniwly promise and 
" swear to govern the People of this King- 
“ flowi of '^England, and, the ^ Dominions 
“ thereto ^lelonging, according to the Sta- 
“ tutes in Parliament agreed on, and the 
'* Laws and Cusfioms of tbe same f” 

'The King fond shall say, 

" I solemnly prom'se so to do.” 
j Archbishop or Bishop .——"■ Will you to 
" your Power cause Law and Justice, in 
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" Mercy, to be executed in ajl yourJudg-l the established Church?_^To ea6h of 


" roenta i 

King and Queen _ •• I will.” 

Archbishop or Bishop. -" Will you to 

*' the utmost oT your Power maintain the 
" Laws of God, the true pcofe.ssion of the 
" Gospel, and ihe Protestant Reformed 
" Religiop established by Lawi And will 
‘'you preserve unto the Bishops and 
“ Clefgy of^his Realm, and to the Churclies 
“ committed to their Charge, all such 
" Rights and Privileges, as by Law do or 
*' shall appertain unto them, of any of 
" them ?” 

King and “ All this I promise 

“ to do.” • 

After this, the King and Queen laying 
his and her Hand upon the Holy Gospels, 
shall say, ^ 

“ The things which I have here before 
" promised, I will perform and keep. So 
" help me Cod.” 

Then the King and Queen .shall kiss the 
book. 

IV. And be it further enacted. That the 
said Oath shall be in like Manner ad- 
tnini-stered to «very King or Queen, w'ho 
* shifll succeed to the Imperial Crown of 
thi.s Realm, at their respectis'e Corona¬ 
tions, by one of the Archbishops or Bishops 
of this Realm of England, for the Time 
being, to be thereunto appointed by such 
King or Queen respectively, and in the 
presence of all Persons that shall be at¬ 
tending, assistiag, or otherwise present 
at such their respective Coronations, any 
Law, Statute, or Usage, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Kow, reader, do you .see any thing here 
that forbids the king to give his assent to 
any measure whatever tending to redax the 
laws against Rotnaa Catholics, and espe¬ 
cially a measure, which had in conteai- 
plation merely to open to them the door 
of military and naval promotion ? On vvliat 
sentence, o^i what phra.se, on what word, 
is it that craft can aflecl to found such an 
interpretation ?-Did the proposed mea¬ 

sure tend to cause the king to govern tlie 
people contrary to the .statutes in parlis^- 
ment agreed on and the laws and ci^stoms 

of the land ?-Did it tend^o indj^ce the 

king not to cause law and justice, in 
mercy, to be cxeeuted in his judgments ? 
■ —— Did it tend to Induce him not to 
maintain the protestanl religion as estab¬ 
lished by law ?—!—Dicf ft strike at any 
right or privilege, which, by law, did or 
doj belong to the Bishops end. Clergy*of 


these questions common sense gives, with¬ 
out a moment’s heiytaiion, a decided tfSga- 
live.--On what, then, is it, that politi¬ 

cal cralt and intrigue have founded this 
pretended charge of attempting to* entrap 
the conscience of the king and to induce him 
to violate his coronation oalh ? Why, it 
is thi.s ; that the king has sworn to main- 
laiii the protestaiit religion, as by law 
esutblkhed; that these last words meant the 
Jaw as it then stood; and that, if he assent 
to any law altering the situation of the 
Catholics, such assent will be a violation 

ot his oath.-But, in 179.^*, the king gave 

his as.sent to an act, authorizing him to 
grant commissions to Roman (’atholics in 
the Irish army, and,‘in 180t, he gave his 
assent to an act, authorizing him to grant 
commissions, to any extent, in any part of 
his army, though serving in this country, to 
Roman Catholic foreigners. Where, let 
me a.sk, was his conscience then, if to assent 
to the measure propo.sed by Lord Howi^k, 

he 7ioii> to violate his oalh ?-There is, 

hojvcver, in this interpretation of the oath, 
something so shockingly impudent, that I 
cannot dismiss it without further exposure. 

-In the firjt part of the oath, the king 

swears to govern the people of this coun¬ 
try, “ ai:cordjng to the statutes in parliamedt 
“ agreed on, and the laws and aistoms of the 
“ landit’ Now, when the king w'aa 
crowned, no Eifg'ishman had ever yet 
dreamed of a law to take fspin him, in one 
direct tax, a tenth part of the whole of his 
income, by the. authority of commissioner* 
'appointed by the rninistrv, and without 
leaving him, in case of over charge, any 
appeal to a .lIJRY, though Magna Charta 
and the laws and,usages of the land Jbr- 
bado that any man shouliW have his pro. 
perty, or any portion of it, taken from 
him without the benefit of such appeal. 
Yet, wlvatever else we may think of (hi* 
measure, no one ever was so aiwurd as to 
say, th.it, in giving his assent to it, the 

king violated his coronation oath. -When 

tlie king was crowmed»“ the StaMites in 
“ Parliament agreed on” declared, that no 
" person, born out of the kingdoms of Eng- 
" land, Scotland, and Ireland, oiOjic domi- 
“•nioiis thereunto helortging (although he 
“ be naturalized or made a denizen, except 
*' such as are born of Euglish parents) 
“ shall be capable to be ^ privy coitnsel- 
" lor,i»or a member of either Hou.se of Par- 
", Tnunent, or to cnjfly any ^office or place qf 
" fhisi, either civil <ir ^Hilary.” Bui, do 
we not now stte foreigners, numerous fo- 
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rcigners in offices of trust, especially 
nii^ary; and, indeed, do we not see a 
German general upon the Staffs in England, 
f-ominanding a distrkt (tf Eni'land, and hav¬ 
ing utuler his conunund English generals f 
Nay, we have, in arms and command, 
even in the bosom of our country, wu//icroas 
forei|;n officers in places of great military 
trust. The law now, the law since a few 
years past, allows of this, I am aware; 
but, observe, the king gave bis aSsent to 
this law, and, no one. however he might 
detest the measure, ever thought of re¬ 
garding that assent as a violation of the 

king’s i'oronution oath. -Again, and to 

come, if possibl?, still more closely to the 
point, “ the Statutes jn Parliament agreed 
" on,'’ did, at the time when the king was 
crowned, nay they do now, prohibit any 
one from holding any idacc of trust, civil 
or military, unless he take the sacrament 
acr.qrding to the rites and ceremonies of 
the Church of England. Yet are [ laces 
oitrust, both civil and military, daily filled 
by persons who never take this test, and 
to screen wliom from punishment a hiM of 
indemnity is annually passed ; tlie king 
gives his assent every year, and, of course, 
has given it forty-nine tim»s, to a hill the 
use, and the sole; use, of which, is to screen 
from penalties those w ho violated a statute, 
whicli was not only in existence when la* 
was crowned, but which is still in c>fl;:;ei!':e, 
and which was made for the pnriKi'^e of se¬ 
curing the jiTt^iomin ii’.ce of the ihctc''- 
" tant rt'.ligion as hy law c.ei-.ihlisbed.” 
Yet, no one, that 1 have evi-r lu'urd of, 
lias, at any pretended, tiuit the king, 
by giving such urwvni,viohitedltieccionni',oi 2 

oath. -Hundreds of iiw'a.nccs might be 

cited ; Init, there eerljinly.is no one so 
striking as tTiaU relative to the employ¬ 
ment foreign troops, in England, and tlic 
giving ofliigh military eoimnands Xofonign 
officers, (iood <Jod ! If our grandfathers 
could look out of I heir graves, wiiut would 
they sa)' to us } If there be any subject, 
upon which more than upon any other, 
they were anxious to leave to [losterity a 
dearly expressed opinion, it is the sub-' 
ject of a standing army ; and, as to a stand¬ 
ing arniy^jf/wriigwfrs, kept tiji ill England, 
what tliey woulfl have said to that any 
one may gather from their speeches againk 
the handful of Dutchmen, who came over 
with'William HI. King Willhjm was a 
grea^ favourite ; ti^e nation callSd him 
their delivaer* the.se Dutch soldiers,Ivad 
C(*inc*ove;- with 4ira? and had, of counse, 
^ assisted thd nation in shaking oil tli^ yoke 


of the bigotted and tyrannical James II. 
But, notwithstanding these circumstances^ 
outt grandfathers would not suffer those 
Dutchmen, or any part' of them, to remain 
in arms in England ; apd the king never 
had peace or rest, uhtil he had sent them 

avvay.-UTpon almost all other subjects 

I have found some one correspondent, at 
least, to differ from mein o[)inion ; but, 
upon this subject Uf foreign troops, 1 have 
never found any 4 >ne, either under a real 
or a feigned name, to differ from me. 
Yet, having digressed, 1 will trespass a 
little further, especially as this matter is 
.very closely connect^ with that of the 
dangers to Ireland. We have in this king¬ 
dom, at this time, a number of foreign 
troop.s cnual, i li'dievc, to that of tile whole 
peace e.stahiishment in tin; r^ign of the' 
late king. Wenuiintaiii, in fact, an army 
of forcig.ici s; The “ German Legion,” as 
it is ca!l(;d, consists oH hor.se, foot, artillery, 
and engiueps, Tlie several corps-of this 
army have, e.n h i f them, its foreign com- 
mander. Wc have, as I before ob.served, 
ficen a district cf that is to say, 

several coimtics of Lnfand, under the mili-, 
tary comuiar.d of v. fov.-igngeneral, wlTich 
district is, 1 behove, .still under liis com¬ 
mand. Now, let us cuMsider in w hat a 
situalif'u we staiu), supposing the country 
to be IMV ADivD. Wiiatarc thespeciAnciis 
which u c iiaie had oi'the bravery eS this 
(German l,c,.;.jii shail, hetcafltr, he a sub¬ 
ject of icmaik, on sonif; occasion when 
it may be pionei; to give an account (f 
, what^mesed at the battle rffTolavera. But, 
a;; to li;',' (pies tiori n'ifde'ky, ought not the 
king's ;v,l', i.scr.s, in as weii as out of parlia- 
meiit, to ri llect long and .seriously ? The 
VI iioh of the history of the wars upon the 
continent, for the hist .sevonttjen years, 
abounds with instances of battles lost, of 
towns and provinces subdued, through the 
want of fidelity in the troops of the van- 
(iui.s!ied ; and, I appeal to the reader’s 
hare memory for the numerous instances, 
in which such want of fidelity has ap¬ 
peared amongst troops who were not 
, natives o{ the soil they were employed to 
•^lefcnd ; nay, arc wc not daily told of the 
desertion of the Poles and Swiss and Ger- 
mnnsafrom ibe ranks even of Buonaparte, 
where there is such a harvest of plmder 
continually going on? And, what wisur- 
ai/« hav'c WE employed to 

def nd England^or Irehmd, would be faith¬ 
ful ? They inight possibly be faithful; but, 
in so serious,;! concern, ought, we to leave 
any thing doubtful ? It will be, and. 
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indeed, it has been, observed; the people 
of England have well observed, that no 
part oT this German Legion, or army, is 
ever sent to the East or West Indies, noi*to 
any of the king<s distant dominions. Now, 
cither these troops are necessary to the de¬ 
fence of this kingdom, or they are not; 
if they arc not, ichy ivere tftey raised, and 
why are they kept vp, at sue/i an enormous 
expcnce^ Atal, if tliey at;e, then is it de¬ 
clared to the w’orld, that England, that 
this Queen of Isles, thaf this mistress of 
the Ocean, that Britannia, the Ailer of 
the Waves, does, at last, sianti in need of 

forciffs troops to dtfetid her shores. - 

When the reader haS taken time to let 
his blood cool (for boil it must if he 
has any in his veins) we will draw ofl 
again to. our subject of the Coronation 

Oath.-Well, then, when the king was 

crowned ; when the king took the co¬ 
ronation oath, “ the statutes in par- 
“ liament agreed on,” forbade, in the 
most clear and positive terms, tlie com¬ 
mitting of any office of trust, either civil or 
mililary, to the hands of any foreigner 
whatever, except born of English parents. 
•SikU was the language of the law, and 
that law w'as, too, made with a vieiu to the 
kiitp’s family coming to the throne of this 
kingdom, which is a circumstance very ma¬ 
terial, Let us now hear, then, what Jhe 
Commentator upon the laws of England 

says, as to this point.-" Nothing,’^ says 

Bt.ACKSTONC, Botj^kl. Chap. 13. “Nothing 
“ ought to be more guarded against, iii a 
“ free state, than making tlie military 
“ power when ^ch a one is necessary to 
" be kept on foot, a body too distinct from 
" the people. Like ours, therefore, it 
" shoild wholly be composed of NATU- 
•' RAL SUBJECTS. No separate camp, 
" no barracks, no inland fortresses should 

“ be allowed, &c. See. &c.”-What 

would Judge Blackstoiie have said, if he 
had lived to see the German Legion (horse, 
foot, artillery, and engineers,) and if he had 
seen, not only tlie immense barracks all 
over the country, but, if he had steen whole 
regiments of Englishmen with WHISKERS 
on their faces, and left with nothing aboiH 

them having the look of Englislimeri.?- 

To bo sure, the law has, within the* last 
ten or twelve years, been abered, ift re¬ 
spect to the employing of foreigners in 
our military service. I do not pretend 
that there is not now iefb for what has 
been done in this vray. the contrary, 
I know that there itf law for it. But, il' 
the altering of this law, this great con¬ 


stitutional law ; if, to alter this Iaw#was 
NO violation of the'Coronation Oath (and 
I agree that it was no such violalion^ris 
there j^ct a hypocrifical knave to aflect to 
believe, that the king’s giving his assent 
to a relaxation of the excluding sfatute* 
against his sidleriiig Koruan Catholic sub¬ 
jects, w'ould be a violation of that oath ? 
Is there, I say, j'et a hypocritical knave ; 
is there yet, in the kingdont, a man so 
lost to ^11 sense of shame, as wgll as of 
principle, as to allect, to believe tins? I 
will not now believe, that any thing further 
is neces.sary to bo said upon this subject. 
Yet, I cannot refr.un froni* inviting the 
reader to one other view of it.——It has 
been already observed, that, the crafty 
knaves, whose object it was to deceive the 
unwary, have raised a cavil upon the 
words “ hny c.stablished and, it has also 
been shown, from reason as well as from 
actual practice, that those words must mean, 
the law as it should at any lime stand. But 
I now wish the reader to look back to the 
time, when the above-cited Act, establisB- 
ing the Coronation Oath, was passed, and 
see in what sense t\\09.c, who passed the /aw, 

understood the words in question.- 

There apjicars never to have been, for one 
moment, in existence, amongst those who 
passed this law, the smallest doubt, that the 
Oath left the ‘king at perfect liberty to 
give hi.^assent to any act for relaxing the 
then existing laws.relative to any religious 
sect of his .‘■aibjects. But, ih^re did arise 
doubts as lo whether the wofds, ‘'maintain 
“ the Protestant reformed Religion as by 
“ law established,” would leave the king at 
liberty to give his assent t« any bill for 
altering any form or ceremony in the esta¬ 
blished church. This became a question; 
upon this question the leadyig members 
gave their opinions; and, it will be found, 
that those opinions exactly apply to the 

case before us.-Seethe Parliamentary 

History, Vol. V. p. 208 and the follow¬ 
ing.-There it will be seen, that there 

exi.sted a doubt vyhether the words, “ as by 
law established,” might nc^t mean, that th* 
king would violate his oath, if he ever 
gave his assent to an alteration of the law 
then especially in view. To r emo ve this 
dotfbt, Mr. Pelham oilered a PROVISO, 
by way of rider to tlie Bill, which j^roviso 

was in the following words:-“ Vro~ 

“ vided always, and he it hereby declared, 
“ That, no*Vluuse in this Act shall be mder- 
“ stood so, to bind the Jdngs vr queens qf this 
“ ^eutm, as to prevent ihcir giving tlie% royal 
assent to any Bill, wkiSh sba^ be at any 
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« offered hy the lor^ and comimns m~ 
•• sembUd in parliantent, for the ttdcit^ oimy 
" altering any Form or Cerenvmy in the 
" established Church, «S as the Doctrines qf 
“the said Church, a public Liturgy, and 
“ the Fpiscopat Government of it, be pre- 
*' served.” -^This proviso was finally re¬ 

jected ; but, the reasons for the rejection 
are what we vvantto see. There were Mr.. 
Garroway, Sir Henry Goodrich and 
one or two more who were for the«pruviso, 
being of opinion, that it made the matler 
plaintr, that it 7nore fully expressed the 
meaning of those who were enacting the 
Oath; but, those, who opposed the pio- 
Tiso, said, that it was unnecessary; that tlie 
sense oi it was understood; and that, to pass 
it would be to createsdoubis as to the right of 
the parliament to alter laws at its pleasure. 

Let us liave their own words.-Siii 

Christopher MusoUave said ; There is no 
occasion for tliis proviso. It cannot be ima¬ 
gined that orty bill from hence will over de- 
et^oy the Icgislatiicpower. Therefore, there 
being no need of this proviso, pray bay it 

aside.- Sir liocEur Sawyer said : 'J'liis 

is the first proviso of this nature that ever 
was in any hill. It seems to strike atlhcle- 

gislative power. - Si.i Koueut Cotton 

said: Though the proviso tooks well and 
healing, yet itseeni.s to imply a ilelect, net 

able to alter laws as occasion ra/uiics. - ^ 

Mu. f'lNfii (who was alienvarri^ Lord 
High Chancellor I heiic vc) said ; 1 am 
against tliifc provi.so, when I consider 
it will not have the (dfect irroyjosed, hut 
quite the contrary. The proviso comes in 
to help the clause in the Oath, *• to niain- 
“ tain the n^igion (stahlkhed by law.” 
Now, these words, " established hy bin ,” 
HINDER NOTTHEKIjVt; EROM RAhS- 
ING ANY BlbL FOR EA’Sh: OF DIS¬ 
SENTERS. -Snt \Vm. Wiu-iAMs, wln> 

was/or the proviso, said : When the king 
swears to govern according m/o«;,.if a re- 
laxnttm to dissniUis, the king may do it 

hy law. - Sir George 'J’r,i:iiY, who was 

for retnining the proviso, since it h.irl 
been introducer^ .said : It is agreed to be 
the sense of the House, that these words,, 
(" established by law”) do net bur the king • 
from any^dtlterution. ,\V hen you sa 3 ^ the 
Protest'diu religion, as hy law esUihlisheek it 
most be with the ceremonies and govern¬ 
ment, by law cstablisheil. Therefore, that 
you«nean thatthe government isfikereible, is 
agreed by all. ——After ob.servation# to the 
same’efiect fiDln but .Joseph Tiit.nr^Nn atvi 
ainl Jhii TnoM.i^ Lee, the Proviso •\vas 
withdrawn, and iltt bid passed niits present 


shape and words.—-What Temains to bd 
said will lie in a very small compass. I 
have now shown most clearly; I have 
iidW proved beyond all dispute; I have 
now put it out of the re*:h of cavilling 
knavery, that in no sense whatever, can it 
be supposed, that the king, in giving hia 
assent to the bill of Lord Howick, or to 
any other measure of relaxation of the 
law's excluding lys Catholic sobjccfe from- 
offices of trust, civil or military, would vio¬ 
late his Corunaiibn Oath. Nay, it must be 
evideiitjto every man of common sense,that 
the king himself know, that, if so to act 

,\vouId be to violate hjs oath, that oath has 
(Kiel), by him a.s vveR as by his predeces¬ 
sors of the Brunswick family, repeatedly 
violated. What a shame is it, then ; how 
usurious to the character of the king is it, 
for any man or any party, to pretend that 
he has “ scruples of conscience* upon tins 
head ! Tlicse are llio real enemies of the 
king, of his family, and of the kingly go- 
vonimeiit.' It. is a friction, and not the 
king; ii is the interests of political in- 
triguer.s, and not the conscience of their 
sovi reign, that stand between the people 
of Irdaiid and the granting of their •just* 
i.nd reiusonahie requests: and, it is these 
intf'tt.sls, these miserable interests, that 
stand between this nation and its safety aa 
fas; as relates to the disposition oi the 

Irish.-It, is not to be doubted, that if, 

in the pre.sent state of Ireland, Buonaparte 
were to efi’cct a iandiiig^in that country, 
the late of the whole kingdom would be- 
cony very |)recai ious; c r, at least, that 
llie whole kingdom woulfl be thrown into 
l!)e ulinost confusion. If, in the year 
I7!t7, the landing of two or three hundred 
FVenchmen iti Wales produced thastop- 
fiage of cash payments at the Bank, and 
gave rise to tliat redundancy of paper-i»o- 
ney, which is now, of itself, become a mat¬ 
ter of very serious concern to every man 
endowed with the slightest capacity for 
thinking, what must be the’ effect of an 
invaijioii of Ireland, that coiflitry having, 
as was declared in parliament, “ a French 
party” in its hasom, and living under laws 
i'oundcd upon that declaration ? Talk oi'peace, 
indeed, what terms of peace have w'e to 
expect, whij^e onr enemy knows, that this 
is the*situation of a part of this kingdom, 
detached from the rest, and containing one 
ihini ]><irt of its whole population? Can 
it iic doubted, Hy*any man in his senses, 
that, if, in the present tituation of Ireland, 
only twenty tliousand French were to make 
good a landing, what is called public credit 
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Would experience a blow that it never 
before felt ? And, if the enemy were not 
instantly repulsed ; if the yn'opie of Ireland 
were merely to stand still; what must Ije 
the inevitable consequences to public 
credit; and indeed, to credit of every sort, 

in every part of the kingdom ?-^From 

men of sense and independence, I want 
no answer to these questions; but, I should 
really Uke to^hear what men of a diilerent 
description have to say in'ansM'tr to them. 
. - . T he hirelings of tlie«f)ress in I:ondoii 
frequently observe, in answer to snir ap- 
preneiKions with respect to Ireland, that 
she Irish ihetnselves do not complain. In- 
■uUing observation Observation which 
nothing but the most cold-blooded cruelly 
could possibly have suggested. Why, 
what have we to do, in answer to this ob¬ 
servation, b»t to remark, that tlte French 
and the Dutch themselves do not complain; 
yet we say, that the French and the Dutch 
nave very good reason to complain ; and 
it would be looked iqion as almo.st di.s- 
loyal to say, that the Frencli and the Dutch 
were not oppressed jtfcv^le. Read the 
Regi.stt’r of the 9th in.' • .it; look at the 
«tatij of the people of 11 eland ; and when 
you havedonethat, you will want no further 
esyrianatlon of the cause of t/ic Irish themselves 

not complaining. -Peojile of lingland ! 

you Jiave now the whole matter before 
you ; and to your good sense and yAur 
well-known love of justice I leave the 
cause i?f the unfuftunate people of Ireland, 
' W“. CORBETT. 

Botley, 28 Dec. 1809. 


TO THE 

INHABITANTS 01' SOUTHAMPTON. 

Fellow Citizens ; — About eight months 
ago, with a spirit not anticipated either by 
the friends or the enemies of the measure, 
you came independently forward with a 
vote of your unanimous thanks to Colonel 
Wardle, for .his patriotic, firm, and cou¬ 
rageous: perseverance in exposing a system 
of gross and notorious corruption in the 
most important department of government. 
It would appear how ever, that this was a 
seiktice which was not grateful to, or e.s* 
teemed meritorious by, cither your actual 
representatives, or by the minority #f the 
House of Commons, who, though usually 
liberal in giving, gave Colonel Wardle no 
thanks, and upon the^wjiole, rather bad 
encouragement; sj thatljolonel Wardle 
can boast only of having received nearly 
the unanimous thanks of TjH£ PEOPLE of 


Wardle. {1006^ 

England !-Since the above .perfctL 

nothing has occurred which at all bears 
upon the merits of that case, except 
admission, before Uie highest ortliiwy 
tribunal in -the country, of the competence 
of one of the principal witnesses .brpught 
forward by Colonel Wardle In substan¬ 
tiation of his charges,-But although 

nothing has occurred w'hich bears upon 
the ca.se, a good deal has occurred St Inch 
bears upon Colonel Wardle. Fie lias been 
the victifti of ah expensive and vexatious 
prosecution, for tlie value of goods delivered 
to, qndfor another, and debited to him, not 
in consequence, of his written order, not 
in conscquenct, of his veibal^order, but in 
consequence of his having held histoague.; 
And the demand was entertainingly enough 
.supported by the witness before alluded to, 
who was held adequately credible in a case 
against Colonel Wardle, who had had no 
credit at all allowed her in the case against 

the Duke of York.-Fellow Citizens, I 

will not abii-se your attention by pursuing 
the ramifications of this busines.s furth^ 
than just to remind you, that Colonel , 
Waa'die, feeling the evidence to be what I 
sincerely also believe it to have been, did, 
at the time, give a pledge to the People of 
England, that Jte would duly come for- 
waid with hi.s proofs of its having heen so: 
and Colonei Wardle, fellow Citizens, as 1 
e.steem, has honourably rediemed his 

pledge.*-It is not our business to ani- 

mativeri at any length upon the late Trial; 
but it requires only a slight»p(*ru.sal to see, 
that the cross examination of Colonel War¬ 
dle, was less directed to get at the truth of 
the |)()int at issue in the Kingjs Bench, than 
at something wliich might criminate his 
motives or his conduct, upon tlie past in¬ 
vestigation bejibre the House of Commons; 
and, if the published report df Lord Ellen- 
borough’s charge he correct, (which I 
have so high a respect for him, that I will 
not believe) his animadversions upon the 
moral colour and quality oTthe act ofC^fi'^ 
Wardle, in having given 120/. to *rs. 
Clarke, (which had little refere-nce, ifa.iy, 
even to the merits of the investigation 
before parliament, wdiere the truth of the 
facts was the question, and riot the mode 
in which the evidence h.ad bcewmbtained, 
an*l none at all to the n*rils of the cause 
then before the court,) w'ere irregular, 
extrajudicial, and a travelling out m the 
issue; and the impression of wliicll|‘al- 
tbougfl not intended, mq^t have tieeii to 
vilijy* and discredit to the .Jury, lipoh that 
cause, the cbaractet of the proiicutor. 
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(vvhi was also a WITI^ESS,) ia respect of 
atrurisaction not before the court, and with ' 
w4iu;h consequently it had no concern¬ 
ment. I therefore a^ain say, I do not 
believe it to have been a correct report of 
Lord Ellenborough’s charge.—>—A word 
of our own, now, on this alledged suborna¬ 
tion,of Mrs. Clarke,—who, by the bye, 
seems to have brought her evidence to a 
pretty good market; where she sells the 
preduction of a part to one, and ihe sup- 
pression of the remainder to another: in 
wjiich traffic the latter buying refuse, at an 
enormous price, certainly made by far the 
worst bargain*—But the idea of subornation 
is ridiculous. Why Col. Wardle merely 
bought the production of whai existed (of 
I’Al^ERS); not th@ fabrication of what 
did r}Ot exist, that is, of falshoods; and 
which constitutes subornation. In a word, 
if there was a crime in purchasing the 
production existing evidence on behalf of 
the public at the price of 120Z. what shall 
we say of the purchasing the suppression 

of it at JO,000/.-Fellow Townsmen, it 

is scarcely necessary, now’, for me to pginl 
out to you, that whatever hostility,.per- 
seculion, or vexation Colonel Wardle has 
been exposed to, it is the services which 
he has rendered you that* have exposed 
him to them. Neither on account of Mrs. 
Clarke’s upholsterer’s bill,* nor on anv 
other account, would Colonel \J’ardle^s 
chai’acler have ever been the subject of 
obloquy, bui for his attempt to serve you. 
Colonel Wardle’s character through lilc 
has been not only unblemished but bright; 
and we may be assured that these vilifica¬ 
tions of it an* an attempt to w’oiind the 
great cause of the country through his 
side. But even had hij private character 
been dillcrerjj,, let it have been what it 
might, we have nothing to do with it. We 
must take men as we find them, since we 

cannot make them what we wish.- 

Colonel Wardle’s is the .second great at¬ 
tempt within a short period made by a 
public spirited man to serve your essential 
mteresls and to ^ve the country. If you 
abandon him you never will have, and 
you never will deserve, another. Eight, 
months ggo, fellow 'rownsmen. Colonel 
Wardle received yoiir unanimous tha»ks 
as the undaunted investigator into public 
corruption: and animated by your ap¬ 
probation he lias never relaxt;d; on the 
contrary he has redoubled his exwtions. 
Those who tly^ve these corru|itions 
have marked him as the victim, wh6sc»sa- 
ermee is ifidispdfbable to their security. 


He now stands, therefore. If yon pretend to 
any character or any consistency, doubly 
eiiiilled to your protection; you animated 
hifti to the* battle, and lie bleeds in your 
service. He is at length dbt only the Ad¬ 
vocate, but the Martyi’ for the cause of 
the people.--One more remark, in con¬ 

cluding, which I hope will not be irrele¬ 
vant. Colonel Wardle’s prosecution of 
the late Commttfider in Chitff staflds ho¬ 
nourably contrasted with almost every 
other similar recorded proceeding; for 
neither* malevolent ingenuity, nor cross 
examination, nor bold invention, have ever 
been able to disclose s>r assign any motive 
but a public and lionoSi able one for his con¬ 
duct. Not a malicious insinuation to the 
contrary purport has been even breathed 

in the air.-'fhe man, and his motives, 

fellow Townsmen, in short, and move tlidii 
in any instance I ever heard of, have be¬ 
longed exclusively to the people; the 
cause is yourovvn,and YOU OUGHTTO 

SUPPORT rr. 

.loH.x Cotton Woutiiincton. 

Southampton, Dec. ‘22, 1150.0. 


SCARCITY OF GOI.D. * * 

Sir;— I have been an attentive reader 
of all that has appeared in yours and other 
papers on the redundancy of Bank Notes 
anil the scarcity of Gold. But among all 
the various and contradictory, though 
sometimes ingenious arguments adduced, 
what apj)cars evidently to me as the only 
cause ol the scarcity alluded to, has been 
merely once or twice liinA-d at, and in no 
degree developed. Of all the writens that 
have appeared, no one seems more at va¬ 
riance with himself than the “Economist” 
in your Register of the Idth. In consi¬ 
dering the nature of Banking Institutions, 
his reasoning is in part predicated on as¬ 
sumed data, which are at least of doubtf ul 
validity ; naineiy, that the value of Bank 
Notes IS at this moment depreciated, and 
thatyhe quantity of those notls in circula¬ 
tion is tile cause of the scarcity of sjiecie 
now so much complained of.—1 shall leave 
it to others to combat the hypotiiet^l 
doctrine of depreciation, and confine my 
oiiservations, to the scarcity of Gold. I 
canndl refrain, however, from contrasting 
beJ'orehund some sentences of that writer, 
merely to shew that he partakes, in somfe 
degree, of the ^eftuliar indistinctness of 
ideas prevailing wn this subject. In enu- 
nierating the advantages of Banks, he 
vensiders as the greatest, the power of 
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substituting Paper for Gold; a cheap in¬ 
strument for a costly one; and yet he says 
afterwards, that a nation, so rich as this, 
ought to have no other circulating medium* 
but Gold and Silver, which leads to this 
curious inference; that a rich nation ought 
not to avail herself of all the advantages 
in her power ! He affirms, page 93rt, that 
unrestrained emissions of paper necessa¬ 
rily banish specie ; and yet denies, page 
942, that, to curtail these emissions, would 
have any effect to recall it;*notwithstand¬ 
ing wllich denial, however, he pro*poses 
calling in small notes as the bestmeans of 
bringing specie agaiiu into the country. 
Besides such inconsistdheies as these, he 
seems to entertain some notions equally 
novel and incorrect. He makes a curious 
distinction between Gold, as acting in the 
office of small notes, or of large ones ; and 
says, that, in the former case, it would be 
in)possible to draw it out of circulation ; 
just as if the exporters of Gold (whatever 
be their object) woukl stop to enquire 
what particular sized notes it was intended 
to sul)stitute. He seems to consider a de¬ 
preciated currency as the cause ol'weak- 
li’esif in a state, and instances Prussia and 
Austria. Whereas, it is, in fact, only an 
indication of weakness already brought 
about bv other causes; even as an indica¬ 
tion it is uncertain. Witness the depreev 
ation and failure of Assignats in France, 
which did not at all impair the political 
or piiysical ;itren;iph of that nation. It 
was, Sir, a want of resources, that made 
emissions of paper money necessary, and 
not a depreciation in the money itself that 
rendered Austria an easy conquest.—^'fo 
1 ‘eturn, however, to the scarcity of specie. 
It is rerfll}’' a whimsical as well as absurd 
idea which that writer entertains in com¬ 
mon with many others, that the ledun- 
danev of Bavde !Notes banishes specie ; 
that there exists a repulsive power be¬ 
tween Paper and Gold ; that Guineas will 
not stay in one pocket, while the other is 
filled with Bank Notes. Pray, do those 
who send spc:eie aljroad, give as a reason for 
ir the abaiulaiice ol' paper in circulation ? 
Wiiq is it that ))ays them for thus disen¬ 
cumbering the country of so usele.s^ a 
medium ? Or do they do it merely f^om 
])atriotic motives, and without being paid? 
No, Sir, they do not. Those who send 
Gold to the continent have an object in it; 
that object is, to pay for*old importations 
or provide for new ;*and,‘it* is very evi¬ 
dent, they would in neither case send 
Guineas, at the risk of total loss by seizure, 


9.—Scarcity (jf Gold. f 10* 0 

if merchandize of any kind could be g6t 
over in sufficient quantities to- pay for 
those imports. The fact is, it is found 
be impossible to smuggle into the conti¬ 
nent a quantity of merchandize any thing 
like adequate to the ^jurchase of such'ini- 
raeitse stocks of Russian and French pro¬ 
ducts as the wants and luxury of this coun¬ 
try ie(juire. This excess of value in our 
imports above our exports, produces a 
state of exchange very much against Eng¬ 
land ; and, whenever that is the case, 
specie naturally flows out of the country ; 
and this it would do, if the quantity of 
notes in circulation was onlf one-tenth 
part of what it now is, or w'as it ten times 
as great. It is the state of foreign trade . 
alone that has an influAice on specie.— 
The “ Economist,” however, asserts, in 
opposition to every individual opinion I 
have before heard expressed, that our ex¬ 
ports to the continent greatly exceed our 
imports from thence. As that writer and 
myself differ entirely on this most im-, 
portant point, upon which,' in fact, the 
whol^ argument turns, I shall offer some 
coriiideratiMp in support of rny opinion. 
In the first place, the prodigiously ad¬ 
vanced prices W'ljich our exports, particu¬ 
larly our manufactures, bear on the con¬ 
tinent, shew satisfactorily to my mind, 
th;it the quantity is by no means equal to 
that of ou« imports, wliich are here, com¬ 
paratively, at a small advance above the 
prices of common times. Ii^ the second 
|)lace, a vievv of the trade wo cany on 
with each continental countiy, leaves a 
strong presumption iii'favom’ oi’ that i\pi- 
jiion. Let us look into it fora m-jrii! nt. 
With Spain and Portugal our trade for iS 
moiitfts past must have been nearly equal 
as to the value of imports and #xpoits; or 
must have been equalized by specie. 1 
say must have been, and nercsjaril\' so, 
because, as there has bem, during that 
time, no commeroe and no exchange be¬ 
tween tliose and any other countries oh 
the continent, their trade with us must 
have balanced itself. Tho>samc observa¬ 
tions apply to Swetlen. With the king- 
•dom (jf Denmark, what little there is, may 
also be nearly reciprocal. WitJio-Russia, 
F’railfce, and Italy, our trade is almost al¬ 
together a trade of imports: thus, leaving 
Hol'and, including the German coast, as 
the only crMiiury to which our exports 
preponderate, flow much hey surpass 
in vjlu% our imports Wim thence, (which 
are of*themselves very*coi 4 ?iderablc,) 1 t is 
difficulty to say. But, Sir, is there any 
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ni|n who can belieTO that merely the ex-1 
ces^ of oor exports to that one country is 
Ij^ciept to pay for the enormous quanti- 
^s.of hemp, talhm,* duck and iron from 
Russia; and of wines, brandies, and grain 
from France ? 1 cannot think^tliere is any 
man, and certainly no merchant, who 
would take such a magnified view of our 
smuggled exports to Holland. I consider 
it, therefore, as established, though not by 
demonstrative, yet by presumptive proof, 
that there remains a considerable portion 
of our imports uncompensated for. Trade 
being thus against this country, exchange 
is so too ; and, as before observed, when¬ 
ever this is the case, the precious metals 
naturally, if not necessarily, flow outof it.— 
This balance of tr^dc however, is nothing 
new; it has been the case for years past, 
before as well as since tlie Orders in 
Council. But, until that period (which 
forms an epoch in our commercial history) 
it was compensated by funds deposited on 
the continent by the Americans, over 
Imd above what was wanted for return 
cargoes to the United States.—Who, Sir, 
is so ignorant of our co.niuferc^ as ifot to 
know that millions of Atniwan funds 
were annually left on the continent and 
remitted to this country jhroiigh the me¬ 
dium of exchange ? thereby answering 
the double purpose of paying our balance 
there, and an American balance to us.-V 
Down to that period,, the state* of trade 
was simply this; we were annually large 
debtors to the continent; the U nited 
States were equal debtors to us; and the 
continent in its turn to the United States: 
it only required the intermediation of ex¬ 
change, and all these balances were stu- 
tled. The Orders in (\»uticil however, 
unfortunately^ (and a5 the result proves) 
impoliticly obstructed the natural channel 
in which commerce then flowed, the ef¬ 
fect of which obstruction is this: wo have 
still the same surplus imports from the 
continent, without any surplus exports to 
the United States, the Americans n.)w 
incur annuallyjao debt to us; nor if they 
did, could they pay for it while these (Ri ¬ 
ders last? Thi^ Sir, is a candid history 
of our commerce before and since tife Or-' 
ders inTJouncil of November 1S07.—j/Vs I 
have.before olSscrved, it is questionable 
with me if our paper currency is rcallv 
depifeciated ; if it is, the proximate cause 
U without doubt the scarcity of specie; 
but. the remote ^pd original cause is 
prosed^ 1 tbtuk, to be the peculiar*state of 
Siu trad«( Butj^altLsugh the depreciation 


of paper be not proved, yet the mere cir 
cumstance of itsijcing doubtful is in m 




mind a sufficient cause for alarm, 
^ould not be easy to foretell the conse¬ 
quences, if the idea %i3 once general 
among the lower classes that the money 
received for their daily labour was of 
doubtful value. This point cannot possi¬ 
bly require illustration.—To conclude. Sir, 
I think from what has been^statqd >t tnay 
be fairly inferi^d, that it is of £hfe very 
first importance to remove every shadow 
of doubt as to the soundness of our paper 
currency-; that th,c most likely way to do 
this is by recalling specie into the cojiii- 
try ; and lastly, t|?at as this depends en¬ 
tirely on the balance of our foreign trade, 
it can only be done either by curtailing 
our imports from the continent, or (which 
is more natural) by restoring those means 
of compensation which existed antecedent 
to the Orders in Council.—^Yours, &c. H. 

London, Dec, '2Gth. 


EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Sir;—Perfectly agreeing with you in 
the satisfaction w hich y ou expres.s at.thp 
cause of moderate and constitutional Re¬ 
form roccivirig the powerful support of 
tlie Edinburgh Review, 1 wish, in justice 
to that celebrated Journal, to direct your 
altewtion towards a very material circum¬ 
stance. 1 lamented as much as any man 
the fine-spun and most unsalisi'aclory, 
though ingenious, artiefe upon that impor¬ 
tant subject in the !28th Number. You 
ajjpeat to conside.r the article On the Con¬ 
duct of the War as in some sort a variation 
I'rora the doctrines of the former paper; 
and one of your correspondents i^s sug¬ 
gested that the two pieces are from dlfter- 
ent hands. This is very possible ; but I 
vvi.sh to ob.serve, that in the^ very same 
Number in wdiich the article on Reform 
appeared, vix. in No. 28, there i.s an ela¬ 
borate dis. ussion of the foreign allairs of 
this country, and the intexest whicii tive 
pcoplt! liave in the right management 
thereof; and in that article,' you will find 
sentiments as warm in favour of every 
species of constitutional reformation as 
yri*! or I could desire to see. The detec- 
tioi* of a8use.s and the repression of cor¬ 
ruption among the higher orders is there 
amply, euforcqd, and a long and .striking 
•siateiiient is niade of the possi^lity of re¬ 
lieving niucli pf our, present load of bur¬ 
thens by-salutary reforms in the manage- 
L m«nt of the public purs«. Let me recom* 
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ipend tbif article, I mean the concluding 
part of it, to your particular attention. A 
fuller or a flatter contradiction could not 
> have been given to the sceptical Remarks) 
on EcAbniy contained in the first article 
of the same Number. Professing ray sa¬ 
tisfaction in agreeing with the author of 
the one paper, and in believing him to 
bare completely refuted the author of the 
other, I ramai^ your constant reader 
London, Dec. \9th. * A. B. 

" m 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. * . 

Proclamation or tjie Junta, dofed Royal 
Alcazar of Seville, No^, 2\,l 809. ( Con¬ 

tinued from p. 992. J 

Perisli a thousand 
times the vrrelch who can ])rcfer his own 
interest to the* delivery of his country! 
All such the State will severely punish. 
Our enemies omit no means which can be 
employed for our destruction, and shall 
wc neglect any which can conduce to our 
preservation? There are provinces which 
have driven out the enemy from among 
them, and shall not those, who have not 
yet suQercd from such a scourge, sacrifice 
every thing to preserve themselves from 
it. Our brave soldiers endure the. rigours 
of winter, and the scorching heats of 
summer, and nobly encounter all the dan¬ 
gers of battle ; stfid shall we, remaining 
quietly at our homes, forgetful of their incal¬ 
culable fatigues, tl^ink only of preserving 
bur wishes, and refuse to resign even the 
least of our luxurious enjoyments.—'I'he 
victory must be oBrs, if we continue and 
conclude the great enterprize wc have un¬ 
dertaken with the same enthusiasm with 
which vx began it. The colossal mass of 
force and resistance which we must oppose 
to our enemy, must be composed of the 
forcesofall, of the .sacrifices ofall; and then 
what will it import, that he pours upon us 
anew thelegions witl) which hehas been suc¬ 
cessful in Germany, or the swarm of con¬ 
scripts he endedVours to drag from France ? 
The experience we have obtained in two 
campaigns, and onr very desperation, will 
consign these hordes of banditti to the same 
fate which the former have suffered. If 
some of the Monarclis of the North^ave colt* 
seated to become the slaves of this new Ta¬ 
merlane. and at the expence of a^es of in¬ 
famy have purchased a moments respite 
till their turn shall come*td be devoured, 
we are resolved ta perish ordtriumph. The 
alliance wc have contracted with the Bri¬ 
tish nation continues au^d will continue. 


That nation has lavished for ns its b]o<P , 
and its treasures, and is intitled to oar gpt? 
titude, and that of future ages.>-[The 
dress thus concladesj»—llere was drawn, 
never to be sheathed, the sword of eternal 
hatred to the ^xecrable tyrant; here was 
raised, never to be lowered, the standard 
of independence and justice. Hasten to 
it all ye who wish not to live uiider tHe 
abominable yoke, ye who cannot enter 
itito a league with iniquity, and ye who 
arc indignant at the cowardly desertion of 
deluded Princes, hasten to us. Here the 
valiant shall find opportunities of acquir¬ 
ing true honour; the wise agd virtuous 
obtain respect, and the oppressed find an 
asylum—our cause is the same, the same 
be our danger, the s%me our reward. 
Come liilher, and in despite of all the arts, 
and all the power of this inhuman despot, 
you shall witness how we will render dim 
his star, and be ourselves the creators of 
our own destiny.— (Signed) Tub Abch- 
Bisiibe OF Laodicea, President. Pedao 
DE Rivero, Secretary. • 


Brazils_-Portuguese QorvERNMxrrr.— 

Decree of ike Prince Regent of Pofti^td^ 

dated Rio JaneifO, July Ci, 18()9. 

• ’ 

(jpveriiors of the Kingdom of Portugal 
and the Algarve#, Friends! —I, the Prince 
Re|;eat, seyd unto yon greeting, as pnto 
those whom 1 lore and prize. It being my 
principal care to secure, by eveiy means 
possible, the independence bf my domi¬ 
nions, and to deliver them completely 
from the cruel enemy who so inhumanly, 
and conlrary to the good faiil#of treaties, 
has invaded the States of my Crown in 
Europe, and has never ceased making 
upon them tlic most nnjust war ^ and as it 
is, on the one hand, acknowledged that, 
in such a difficult crisis, nothing can more 
contribute to the detence of the kingdom 
than a Government composed of a small 
number of individuals; and as, on the 
other, it is indispensable to preserve, with 
my ancient and faithful ally^ the King of 
Great Britain, not only the best under- 
jtaiuling, but likewise to .prove to him, in 
the nuTst evident manner, that inten¬ 
tions, are not diiferent from those by 
which he is animated in the promotion o( ■ 
the common cause, that his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty. may continue, in (he same efficaci* 
ou$ manner, to succour Portugal and -thtt 
whole of the Peninsula ;• aqd^s it cannot 
be dbafited that this glorious purpisie,^ 
I. which 1 lo ardently desire *to e^ect* sad* 
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oftlybe attained by the most, extensive, 
firni, and reciprocal confidence ; and liis 
*llritannic Majesty huTing made known 
bis principles on this subject, and what he 
judges will most contribute to a happy re¬ 
sult, and is most essential tv the defence 
of the kingdom and of the peninsula ; I 
have seen fit to order that you shall he 
immediately reduced to the number ol 
three, or two Governors, having a delibe¬ 
rate vote on all objects of tbe public ad¬ 
ministration, and that these shall be—the 
Patriarch Elect of Lisbon, the Marquis das 
Minas, and the Marquis Monteiro Mor, 
President 6f the Board da Conscicncia^e 
Ordens, Don Francis Xavier da Cunha e 
Menezer, performing tlie functions of Pre¬ 
sident of the Prtvy Council, to which 
place he is appointed by the present de¬ 
cree. It is further my pleasure to direct 
you to acknowledge Sir Arthur Wellesley 
as Marshal General of my Armies, as long 
as he shall continue in the command of 
jthe allied Portuguese and English forces, 
taking then his rank over Marshal Beres- 
ford, as commander in chief; and soon 
as he shall have been recognized as such, 
you'will invite him to all the sittings of 
Government, in which patters come under 
discussion wljich' concern the organiza¬ 
tion of tlie army, or inipcjrlant determina¬ 
tions, whether financial or others, wliicli 
it may be necessary to adopt f»r the de¬ 
fence of the kingddm and of the w hole 
peninsulsp; (taking his opinion and advice 
on all subjects of that nature ; and should 
he be absent in such cases, and not be able 
to assist at your deliberations, yon are to 
apply for Ins advice in writing, if possible, 
giving liim full information on tbe subject 
under discussion, in* ordgr that he may 
be perfecriy acquainted with your discus¬ 
sion and determination of matters of the 
above description. In this manner the 
affairs of Government sltall he conducted 
With the utmost energy and harmony, as 
long as unfortunately it shall not be p'ossi-* 
ble to conclude a permanent and general 
eace. His Britannic. Majesty will thus 
e convinced that it is my earnest wish.to 
eradicate the general vice of dilIer«ice'‘of 
opinion* between .the Powers who make 
common causa; and he will be made per¬ 
fectly acquainted with the orders which I 
have given, and shall continue to give, 
that the most strenuous efforts shall be 
made to attain that safe and jfermanent 
pe’ace wbieh is Bfliversally desired, by 
«iidkns of a grgndMispiay of all the forces 
and resources of my kingdom,,which I* 


can only flatter myself completely to re¬ 
cover by the most powerful means and 

exertions. The Pkince. 

0 

-5“ ■ •' 

Fhance. —Divorce of tlie Emprets Josephine. 

From the Monileur, Dec, 17, I t>Oy. 

By desire of his Majesty the Emperor, 
all the Members of the Senate assembled 
yesterday, at^sleven o’cloolc inthe..morn- 
ing, in full dress, in the hall of their usual 
sittirigs. The*sitting of the Senate yester¬ 
day, at which the Kings of Westphalia 
and Naples, Grand Admiral the Prince 
Viceroy of Italy, ihc Arch Chancellor of 
State, the Prince*V'ice-Grand Constable, 
and the Prince Vice-Grand Elector as- 
si.ited, and at which tlic Prince Arch- 
Chancellor of the Empire presided, will 
form, on account of the im|»ortance of the 
subjects which were discussed, an epoch 
in the annals of France.—On that day 
was presented to the Senalotf, a Projet 
of a Senatus. Consul turn, respecting a Dis- 
.solution of the Marriage between the 
Emperor Napoleon and the Emprcs.s Jo¬ 
sephine. This dis.solntirn of marriage, 
required by the two high parties, atid ap¬ 
proved of by a Family Counsel, at which 
all the Princes and Prince.sses of the Im¬ 
perial Family, present at Paris, assisted, 
received, the .same day, the assent of the 
Senate, after having been the object of 
examination of a Special Commission 
named for this purpi^c. After having 
read the contents of the Imperial Decree, 
V'liich enacts the convocation of the Se¬ 
nate ; and of that winch directs that it 
shall be presided by the Prince Arch- 
Chancellor, and that the Princes of the 
Imperial Family, hereafter namei^, should 
be present in the Senate, the oflicial Jour¬ 
nal gives an account of this memorable 
sitting in the following terms—[Here fol¬ 
lows a speech from the Arcli-Cliancellor 
of State, the Prince Arcb-Cliancellor of 
the. Empire, President, and the Duke of 
Parma.]—^I’he Count Re*gnault de St. 
Jean d’Angely laid before the Senate the 
Projet of the Senatus Consultum, and ex¬ 
plained the motives of it, which are, that 
ti^y mutually sacrifice their conjugal hap¬ 
piness to«the welfare and interest of their 
country.—[Here follows a speech from 
the Prince Viceroy of Italy ; after which, 
the Count Gdrnief, Annual President, pro¬ 
posed to refer *the Projet of the Senatus 
Consultum tb the ejAminatiou of a Special 
Commission of nine Members, which was 
named, and made iU Report during ite 
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fitting.]—At half past four, the Senate re¬ 
sumed its sitting, and Count Lacepede, 
one of the Members of the Special Com¬ 
mission, made the Report, which ternli-” 
nated in proposing the adoption of the 
Projet of the Senatus Consullum; and also 
the adoption of two Addresses—one to the 
Emperor, and the other to the Empress. 

Extract front tlie,'Register of the Conservative 

Senate, of Saturday, the 1 Dec, \ 300. 

The Conservative Senate, assembly to 
the number of Members prescribed by 
Art. the 'JOih of the Act of the. Constitu¬ 
tion, and dated the litlf December, 1700, 
having seen the Act drawn up the 15th of 
the [rresent month, by the Prince Arch- 
Chancellor of the Empire, of which the 
following is the^ubstance :— 

“ In the year l-SOD, and the 15th day 
of Dt!c. at nine o’clock in the evening, we, 
Jean Jarnios Regis Cambaceres, Prince 
Arch-Chancellor of the Empire, Duke of 
Parma, exercising the functions prescribed 
to us by Tit. ‘2, of Art. 14 of the Statute 
of the Impe rial Family, and in consequence 
of orders addressed*to us by his Majesty 
life E*ffl]>cror and King, in his private letter, 
rluted that d.ay, of the following tenor:— 

' My’Cousin; — Our desire is, that you 
' repair this day, at nine o’clock in tlie 
' evening, to our grand cabinet of the* 
' palace of the 7'huilleries, attended by 
‘ the Civil Secretary of State of our Impe- 
' rial Family, to reCtive from u.s and from 
‘ the Empress, our dear consort, a com- 
‘ munication of grejjt importance; for this 
‘ purpose, we have ordered that this pre- 
' sent private letter should be sent to you. 

‘ We pray God to have you my Cousin in 
' his holy*and ble.ssed keeping. Paris, 15th 

‘December, 1809.’-On the back is 

written—‘ To our cousin the Prince Arch- 
' Chancellor Duke of Parma.’——Wc ac¬ 
cordingly proceeded to the Hall of the 
Throne of the Palace of the Thuillcries, 
attended by ^l^chel Louis Etienne I’cg- 
nault (de St. Jean d’ Angely) Count of 
the Empire, Minister of State, and Secre¬ 
tary of State, to the Imperial Family. A 
quarter of an hour afterwards we were in¬ 
troduced to the Grand Cabinet of tlie 
Emperor, where we found his .Majesty tite 
Emperor and King with her Majesty the 
Empress, attended by thpir Majesties, the 
Kings,of Holland, \Ve.stph^ig, and Maples; 
liis Imperial Highness the Pritjr e Viceroy, 
the Queens of IIoll?,ncl,\\'cstplialia, M'aples, 
and Spain; Madame, and her Imperial 
Highness the Princess Paulina.—His 

• 


Majesty the Emperor- and .King conde¬ 
scended to address us in these tertris :-—^ 

' My Cousin Prince Afch-Chancelldr—1 
' dispatched to you a private letter, dated 
‘ this day, to (Erect you to repair to my (Ja- 
‘ binet, lor the^urpose of communicating to 
‘ you the resolution which 1, and the Em- 
‘ pres.s, my dearest consort, have taken. It 
‘ gives me pleasure, that the Kings, Queens 
‘ and Princesses, my brothers and si-sters- 
‘ in-law, my daughter-in-law, and my son- 
‘ in-law, become my adopted son, as well 
‘ as my mother, should witness what I am 
' going to communicate to you.—The po- 
‘ litics of my Monarchy, the ifiterest and 
‘ the wants of my people, which have con- 
‘ stantly guided all my actions, require, 

‘ that after me I shoul(J leave to children, 

' inheritors of my love for my people, that 
' throne, on which Providence has placed 
‘me; notwithstanding for several years 
‘ pa.st, I have lost the hope of having chil- 
‘ dren by my marriage with my wcll-be- 
‘ loved consort, the Empress Josephine. 4 
‘ This it is, w hich induces me to sacrifice 
' the sweetest aflections of my heart to at- 
‘ tend to nothing but the goOd of the State, 

' and to wish the dissolution of my mar- 
‘ riage. Arrived }t the age of 40 years, I 
‘ may indulge the hope of living long 
‘ endugh to educate, in my views and sen- 
‘ liments, the children which it may please 
‘ Pfovidencte to give me. God knows how 
' much such a resolution has cost my 
‘ heart; but there is ap sacrlfictf beyond 
‘ my courage, when ir is |)r 6 ved to me to 
‘ be.necessary to the welfare of France. 1 
' should add, that, far from t»fer having 
‘ had reason to complain, on the contrary, 

' I have had only to be satisfied with the 
‘ altachmcnt and.tlie affection of my well- 
‘ beloved consort. She has adorded fifteen 
‘ years of my life, the remembrance of 
‘ which will ever remain engraven on my 
‘ heart. She was crowned by my hantJ. 

‘ I wish she should preserve the rank and 

• title ot Empress ; but, above :;u, tint she 
' .should never doubt my sentiments, and 
' that .she should ever rcgt?rd me as her 
‘ best and dearest friend.’ 

• “ Mils Majesty the limperor and King 

havinjj ended, her Majesty the Empress 
Queen spoke as follows: By the per- 

‘ mi.ssion of our dear and august-consort, 1 
' ought to declare, that not lueserving any 
‘ hope of havhig children, which may ful- 
‘ fil thc^ wants of his policy and the inye-' 

‘ I'c-slsc/dTance, 1 am plca.sed to give him 

‘ the greatest proof of atlackmeBl and (Te- * 
^ v-olion which has ever been ^veu on 
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' cirtil. 1 ftoMssr frtm his bounty, it 
was Ws hand crowned me, and 

*^from the height o^^is throne I have re- 

* ceived nothing butt proofs of auction and 

* lore froiQ the French peonle. I think I 

* prove myaelf grateful in consenting ,to 

* the dissolution of a marriage which tiere- 

* tofore was an obstacle to the welfare of 

* Rraoce, which deprived it of the happi- 

* tiess of being one day governed by the 

* descendant of a great mart; evidently 

* raised up by Providence to efface the 
< evils of a terrible revolution, and to re- 
' establish the altar, the throne, and social 

* order, fiut the dissolution of my mSr- 
‘ tittge will in no degree change the senti- 
f mhnts of my Imart; the Emperor will 

* eyer have in me his best friend. I know 

* how much this act, demanded by policy, 

* and by interest so great, has chilled bis 

* heart; but both of us exult in the sacri- 
‘ fice which we make for the good of the 

* country.’ 

a •• After which their Imperial Majesties 
having demanded an act of their respec¬ 
tive declarations, as well as of theinnutual 
consent contained in them, and which 
their Majesties gave to the dissolution of 
their marriage i as also, of the power 
whicji their Majesties conferred on us to 
follow up, as need shall seejuire, the ?flect 
of their will, we. Prince Arch-Chancellor 
of the Empire, in oljedience tff the orders 
and requisitions of their Majesties, have 
■^ven the*, afoces^d act, and have in 
consequence executed the present proces 
Verbal, to serve and avail according to 
law, to which proces verbal their Majesties 
•have alffxed their signature, and hich, 
after having been signed by the Kings, 
- Queens, Princes, aitd Princesses present, 
' has been* signed by us, and countersigned 
by the Secretary of State of the Imperial 
Family who wrote with his own hand. 

. " Done at the palace of the Thuiileries, 
day, hour, and the year aforesaid; 

“ (Signed) Napoleon. • 

JoSEPHINa, 

Madame. 

Louis. 

JeKOME NAPCa.EON. • 
Joachim. Napoleon. 
Eugene Napoleon. 
Julie. 

Hortensb. 

CaTHE^NEj 

^ Pauline. 

, Caroline. • , * 

Cambacirbs* Prince A«ch-Chaacellor. 
' CoW Rbokaolt, (/da sSt. Jeab 
d'Aagely.)” • 


Having seen the Projet of the SmatHB 
Consultum, drawn up in the form pre* 
scribed by the 57th Article of the Act of 
theCoiistitutions of August 4, J802 ; after*^ 
having heard the motives of the said 
Projet, the Orators of the Council of State 
and Report of the Special Commission 
appointed in the sitting of tbis day ; the 
adoption having been discussed by the 
number of members prelcriBed by the 
56tb Article qf the Act of the Constitution 
of 1802; 

decrees. 

Art. I. The marriage contracted be¬ 
tween the Empeftir Napoleoft and the 
Empress Josephine is dissolved. 

II. The Empress Josephine shall pre¬ 

serve the title and rank of Empress Queen 
crowned. ^ 

III. Her dowry is fixed at an annual in¬ 
come of two million^ of francs, on the re¬ 
venue of the state. 

IV. All the assignments which may be 
made by the Emperor, in favour of the 
Empress Josephine, on the funds of the 
Civil List, shall be obligatory on his suc¬ 
cessors. 

V. The present Senatus Consul tiJn! shall 
be transmitted by a message to his Impe¬ 
rial and Royal Majesty. 

The two Addresses proposed by the 
Commission were afterwards piit to the 
vote, and adopted. 


CONSERVATIVE SENATE. 

Sitting of the 1 (fill Dec. 1S09. 

At eleven o’clock in the morning, the 
Members of the Senate assembled in full 
dress, in their palace, in virtue 8f the Act 
of Convocation ;—His Serene Highness 
the Prince Arch-Chancellor of the Empire 
was received with the usual honours. 
His Majesty the King of Westphalia, his 
Majesty the King of Naples, Grand Ad¬ 
miral his Imperial Highness the Prince 
' Viceroy of Italy, Arch-Chancellor of State, 
and their Serene Highnesses the Prince 
Vice-Constable, and the Prince Vice-. 
Grand Elector, were present. The sitting i 
was opened by reading the Act of Desig- 
i\ptioQ.*--The Prince Arch-Chancellor of 
State had the parole to take the oq^,h of 
Senator. ,His Imperial Highness, previous 
, to that oei^ipony, expressed himself as n 
follows.—“ Prince, Senators—From the 
time* when fhe goodness of his Majesty 
the Emperor has called me to tit among 

you, tastimonies of his confidence havo 

• 
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kispt me Conil^nually distant from Paris, past, examine the present, and extend our 
end 1 have, this day, for the first time, views to the future. It is undefeqch hi^hr 
the pleasure to appear in the midst o^ considerations, that in these ever memo- 
you. l am happy in being able to say, rable circumstances, bis Majesty the £m« 
that among the benefits which his Majesty peror has ci|ised all personal considera- 
faas incessantly showered upon me, I have tions to disappear, and silenced all his 
been particularly sensible to the honour private aflcdions. The noble and aflfect- 
which granted me, of forming a part ing conduct of her Majesty the Empress, 
of the fiMt public body in the Empire, is a glorious testimony of her disinterested 
Accept ^natSrs, this exffression of my affection for the Emperor, and'secures 
feelings, and my assurance of the happi- to her an ‘feternal rigiit to the gratitude of 
ness 1 experience in pronouncing, ia the the nation.” 

midst of you, this oath, which is to me Count Regnault St. Jean d’Angely sub- 
tliat of duty, of love, and of gratitude. , mittedaProjetof a SenatusCoy8uitnm,dis» 

I swear obedience the constitutions 'solving the marriage between the Empe* 
of the Empire, and fidelity to the Em- ror Napoleon and the Empress Josephines 
peror.” The orator explained ijie motives of this 

The Prince Arch-Chancellor of the Projet as follows;— 

Empire, Presyent, replied as follows “ My Lord, Senators—Thfe solemn acl 
to the speech of the Prince Viceroy: fully set forth in the Senatus Consultom 

“Prince—When bis Majesty the Em- now read, contains all its motives. What 
peror and King conferred on you the high words fonld we address to the Senate of 
dignity, whereof you have just exercised France, but would be far below the afiect- 
bne of the most essential prerogatives, ing sounds received from the mouth of* 
the Senate apnl.''uded this act of justice, these two august consorts, of whom your 
They congratulated themselves on count- delibift'ations will consecrate the generous 
iiiiT ^mong their members a Prince, whose resolutions Their hearts have coincided 
briI!tai*t qualities excited such just hopes, in making the noblest sacriflees to tho 
N<nv that these hopes are realized by the greatest of intere^s. They have coincided 
l^lory of your last campaigns, and by the to make policy and sentiment speak lan- 
wis.loni of your Administration, the Senate guage the most tt'ue, the most persuasive, 
experiences great satisfaction in seeing yoif th^ most adapted to move and to convince, 
in its bosom, to concur in the important As sovereigns and as consorts, the Empe- 
deliberation it is about to enter upon, ror and Empress have done all, ^ave said 
You shew yourselt’truly the adoptive son all. There only remains for ife to love, to 
of the hero who governs us; in like him bless, and to admire them.—’Tis hence* 
silencing private aiiection, before the in- fortli for the French nation to make them* 
terests of nations. Your first steps within stives heard. Their memory*'is faithful 
these walls could not be more worthily as their heart. They will unite in their 
eignalize^, than by this great testimony of grateful thoughts the hope of the future 
patriotism, of devotion, and o£ fidelity. I with the reiuenibrance of the^ast; and 
rejoice in being the organ of the senti- never will Monarch have received more 
merits of the Senate towards your Imperial respect, admiration, gratitude, and love. 
Highness, and in expressing to you their than Napoleon, iminolating the most sa* 
wishes for your prosperity.” cred of his attbetions, to the wants of bii 

The Orator? of the Council of State, subjects; than Josephine, immolating her 
Counts Regnault (de St. Jean d’Angely), Tenderness for the best of hu.sbands, 
and Dcfcrmoiit, Ministers of State, Mem- through devotion for the Ijest of Kings, 
bers of the Council of State, being intro- through attachment to the best of nations, 
duced, the Prince Arch-C.bancellor, Pre- Accept, Gentlemen, in the name of all 
aident, spoke as follows;— PrancC^ in the sight of astonished ^wrope. 

“ Gentlemen—^The Projet, which w’iH, this sj^crifice, the greatest ever made on 
in this sitting, be submitted to thd'delibar- earth, and, full of the profound emotion 
^tioii of the Senate, contains an arrange- which you feel, hasten to carry to the 
ment which embraces »ur dearest inte- foot of the throne, in the tribute of yout . 
rests. It is dictated by aliat imperious sentiment^ of*the sentiments of all French-^ 
voice, which apprises Jiovereigns and na- inen, the only price thatjcan worthy xif 
tjons, that, to secure the safely of States, the fc.*riilude of our Sovereigns, iJje only, 
we mast listen to the coun.sels of a wise pnsolation that can be worthy pf their* 
foresight, incessantly recal to mind the nearts.” ♦ 

!»* ’a ’ ■ 

• ■' 

^ ' . ■ . ' i 
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*The Prirtce Vicer^ (the son of Jo- 
•scpiiinc) spoke as follows 

Prince, Senator^You have'heard the 
Projet of the Senatus CcMisuItum, submit¬ 
ted ,to your deliberation. J feel it my 
duty, under these circumstairees, to raani- 
fesUhe sentiments by which my family 
arc animated.—My raolher, my sister, and 
mysell^ owe all to the Emperor. He has 
truly been to us a father. He will find in 
us at all limes devoted children and obe¬ 
dient subjects.—It is important to the 
happiness of France, that the Founder of 
the Fourth Dynasty should, in his old age, 
be surrounSed by direct descendants, who 
may prove a security to all, and a pledge 
of the glory of our country.—When niy 
mother was crowned, before the whole 
nation, by die hands of her august con¬ 
sort, she contracted an obligation to .sa¬ 
crifice all her afiections to the interests of 
France. She has fulfilled, with fortitude, 
nobleness, and dignity, this first of duties. 
% Her soul has often been moved at be¬ 
holding exposed to painful struggles, the 
heart of a man accustomed to "oomjuer 
ibrtune, and advance with a" firm step to 
the accomplishment of his great designs. 
The tears which this resolution has cost 
the Emperor, suffice for the honour (a la 
gioirej of my mother.-»In the situStion 
she will now fill, .she will be no stranger, 
by her wishes, and h^r feeling?,to the new 
prosperitie.s which aw'ait us; with a satis¬ 
faction mingled with pride, that she will 
behold the happiness her sacrifices will 
produce to her country and to bet Em¬ 
peror.” • 

Fk'VNCE.—E i/iose of the Stale of the French 
Ehipimrto the lit of December ISO't. 

_Faris, Dec. 13.—In the Sitting of ye.s- 
terday, M. Montalivet, the Minister of the 
Xnterior, pronounced the following Expose 
of the Empire, to the 1st of December, 
1«0L): ' 

Messieurs; Every time that the situa- 
,tiun of the etiipire has hecn stated to you, 
the French nation has reckoned new tri¬ 
umphs. Brilliant victories, genciatus trea¬ 
ties of^cace, the results of the most pro¬ 
found political combinations, greaf works 
undertaken, the order of the interior 
n^intained—such is the picture that all 
my predece.ssora have had to trace, and it 
that which fbrjns the history of the year 
t^jat 1^ jTist elsmsed.—The rete|gv of this 
‘ enumeration.«f {wosperities, acquires every 
day a Ihore gbrious cbaracter.'vThe me¬ 


morable facts of one year may af^ertain 
to fortune, to what is called chance, to a 
^will of which nothing has yet shewn the 
force, or the constancy, the weakness, or 
the versatility ; but tnose which return 1 
perpetually, the sanie are necessarily the 
work of a genius and an arm equally 
powerful. The former may transitorily 
appertain to any time; the others fix ' 
those eras which divide thtfcouf.se of ages, 
and which suj^jcct a long series of years to 
every epoch which changes the face of 
the world.—In the course of the last session 
you had concurred ta give a new criminal 
code to France, tfnd, adopting the plans 
prepared by the Council of State, and im¬ 
mediately under the eyes of liis Majesty, 
the neces.sary source of all law s ; and then 
the imiperor himself, as hg had announced 
to you, had replaced on tlic throne of 
Madrid his augu.st brother; he forced the 
English to precipitate themsclve.s tow ards 
their, ships, and only ccaswl. to pursue 
them, that he might return to the centre 
of his dominions, to observe and arrest the 
projects of Austria. 

PUBLIC WOi.KS. 

The stay which his Majesty tlift/matTe. 
at Paris was distinguished by the care 
which he took to regulate ail the parts of 
the vast adininistralion of his empire. His 
“orders gave a new activity to the'imriiense 
labours, which no period of peace ever 
saw undertaken in such great numbers, 
nor followed with so 'inuch ardour. Pri¬ 
soners oi' war, from dillerent nations, sent 
»liy victory, have finished the canal of St. 
Quintin; Two leagues of an imposing 
subterraneous passage o|jen a conimimica- 
tion betw'een the rivers and seas of the 
noriii of tlie empire, and the rivers and 
seas of the south.—Seven thousand work¬ 
men have not ceased to labour on the 
Canal of the. Tsanth, and nearly eight 
leagues of thi.s new way opcited to the 
Rhine, and the Meuse, to liiing their con¬ 
joined waters to AntweVp^ without quitting 
’for a inornent the soilol France, have been 
executed. This canal, so important to 
commeicc, will not be a less benefit to, 
agriculture ; lands equal in superficies to i 
«cveral departments, will be peopled and 
%rtilised. The peaceable conquestsof agri¬ 
culture will soon augment both our^ches 
and our jirospeyity,—Two millions have 
.been u.sefu\jy, expended, in 1809, on tlie'j 
Canal of Nanolevn, which will unite the 
Rhone to the RliitV* Marseilles, Cblogn, 
and Antwerp, will soon be washed .by the 
same waters. This canal will be mmle to 
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comn»^eatc with the Seine, by that of 
Burgiuuijr, the works of which, abandoned 
by tW old government, have received 
anew the greatest impulse : already ti^ie 
navigatiomis cdthplete from Dole to Dijon; 
they are at present working between*Dijon 
and the bridge of Pany, between the 
STonue and Saint Florentin.—Several im¬ 
portant locks upon the Seine, the Anbe, 
iiid the Sofnme, have been fmished in 
1809. Every wheTie tfie plans which 
tended to improve formft' navigations, to 
extend them, or to create new onAs, have 
jeen undertaken, or continued with ac- 
:ivity.—The maritiijte works have made 
.he greatest progres* Those of Cherburg 
ilready present to the astonished eye an 
mmense port hollowed out of the rock. 
Its depth has been this year carried to 33 
'eet below rtie level of high-water. It is 
lefeivled by a pier, the execution of which 
lias been as |)erlect as the idea has been 
jold.—facings of granite give to the |>ort 
ind its quays the Uiost imposing ch.araeter 
)f grandeur and daration ; the excavations 
vill desccnil sixteen feet lower, so tiial 
;hcrc will remaui in the port of Cherburg 
2*) i’ret water at low water.—The sluice 
It Havre is nearly finished ; it w ill secure, 
fom the midillo of the next campaign, 
,he constant entrance of vessels into the 
;haiMici. At Dunkirk, an octagon sluice, 
vhicli will drain valuable lands, and secure 
ni easy- navigation, has been finished this 
('ear. The basjn of Aulvvcrp is excavated 
« .all the interior part, and llie sluice of 
he sea is raised above its fouiulalions. 
The port of C?t>tte has been deepened, 
rile port of Marseille.s oUcit. a more easy 
inchorage than ever.—The roads of JMount 
iJenis* of the Simplon, those which traverse 
he Alps, the Apcnriiies, and the Pyrenees, 
n every direction, have received a new 
legrec of advancement, or are compietetL 
loads, equally beautiful and easy, lead 
rom Alexandria to Savona ; from the 
)anks of the Tanaro and the Po, to tl^e 
learest shores of the Mediterranean.—The 
;rand drainings of Bourgoin, of Cotentin, 
ind Rochefort, have already changed sle- 
•ile marshes into fertile "lands, apd theij; 


results have drawn upon the Govern^eiit ' 
the blessings of the people, astonished at 
not having suffered any of the evils, how¬ 
ever transitory, whioh they had been made 
to dread. 

I WORKS OF I'ARIS. . • 

Paris becomes every day, by its works, 
more worthy of being the metropolis of 
one of those enqn'rcs, around which' are 
grouped, in the history of the limes, all 
ihat IS contemporaneon.s. la its vicinity, 
the bridges of Bcvson.s, Choi.sy, and Mevres. 
have been begun; that of Charenton has 
been re-established; that of St. Cloud, 
restored, rbe beautiful bijdge of Jena 
has been conducted to tlie raising of the 
arches; that of Saint Michael has, been 
freed from the h()usc;j that obstructed it; 
the Quay Napoleon, and the Louvre, have 
been finished ; that of Jeiiffhas been car¬ 
ried beyond the esplanade of the invalids; 
the port of la Rape has been executed on 
a great and beautiful plan. Plentiful gra¬ 
naries have been founded. Every dispo¬ 
sition for the construction of an imaiCii«j 
abattoir has been made near the barrier of 
Iloifheeliouard ; the ground is levelled, and 
the fouiulation prepared.—A jirovi.sory 
establishment for an exchange lia.s been 
formed, till thejtime when tlie magnificent 
e|lirice inteiuleu for the purpose, and which 
is already bc^un, will be finished.—dlie 
ri'emple of (jli)iy oceupie.s a great number 
oi' workmen : it njll be wortby of its noble 
desliiiation. Four nias.sy |iijl;'.rs, faced 
with a stone cijiial in hariffiess and grain* 
to the finest marble, intended to siqiport 
the triumphal arch of 1’ Etoilc, are nearly 
completed.—The Column «fAuslerlitz is 
adorned, for half its height, with bronzes, 
w'hich will eternize the great achievements 
of our w arriors. Xhc m ch of the Carousel, 
which is finished, unites taste and magni¬ 
ficence. The facade of the building in , 
which you meet is finished. The, Louvri; 
djiiplays new beauties in the rapid progress 
ofits restoration; the gallery which will 
complete its junction with the Thuilleries, 
astonishes, by its progress, the inhabitants 
even of tins city.—Alftady the capital 
enjoys a part of the waters which will be 
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broOght to it by tlie csflial of Ourcq; while 
the basin of La Viiletle, and the iountain 
oi fMiiocents, present it works as beauti¬ 
ful as they are iiselhl.—In this long enu¬ 
meration, I am only able to p<iint out the 
least part'of the works complelbd or con¬ 
tinued in the course of this year; but 
eack of you is w'iiness to their develope- 
nitnt, since there is not a part of rrance 
to winch they do not extend, Among 
these grand constructions, there srre some 
more particularly consecrated to public 
order and benevolence. 

r.STAnUSHMENTS OF BENEVOLENCE. 

Tlie Ernpertrr has ordei'ed the establish¬ 
ment of forty-two depots of mendicity, 
and secured to them the necessary funds 
for their maintendhcc. Thus wdll be 
healed the mgst hideous wounds of po- 
licicd States ; thus the public manners 
and industry will profit by a regulation 
which will snatch from misery and de¬ 
pravity a number of beings, wlio seemed 
tjpndemncd to them without resource. 
.Several of these establishments have al¬ 
ready been coaiplctcd.—His Majcstyjias 
bestowed i!nmen.-e benefits on those of his 
subjects w bo have suffered great calami¬ 
ties. The batilct of tiie Rhine had been 
ravaged by imiiidatioris ; the inhabitants 
have received neatly a inil^on, eiilior fiw 
indemnities, or to be employed in repa.. 
rations, tiiid useful labours.—The couii-" 
tries which have sufleitd by storms, or 
, fire, have se^ieived succours. His pa- 
tern d care has furnished a great number 
of citit s witli sup|)lics of bark, which they 
have punctually received.—Depots for 
Vaccination have been established ; they 
secure -to families the certain means of 
never vvanting.ah invaUmble preservative, 
which useful «nd true friends of humanity 
Jiave made known to all the classes of our 
numerous population.—Among those of 
tlie wants of the French, which have 
fi-ved the attention of the Sovereign, the 
cultivation of the moral qualities, that of 
tlie niind, that of the arts of imagina¬ 
tion, have continued to hold one of tb^ 
first rank. 

eUnUC INSTBUCTKlN. 

The Impj^riai University has entered on 
its fftnetions. It^as collected information 
concerning all the houses of education in 
tlie empire. Academies are forming, the 
faculties establishing. The Ly<;eutBi con- 
ttcvic to furnish numerous pupils sto the 
PolyHechnic School %nd that of 6t.,Cyr, 
Tli|f f«‘in«fl- has. always been the nutfCTy 
of persons ^i«tingD»b«d by their know¬ 


ledge and their cendoct. At St. Cyr i* 
perpetually renewed that hardy race of 
youth, equally well exercised, courageous, 
al!d zealous ; who, when they arrive 
under their standards, wul shew them¬ 
selves worthy to march with our ancient 
heroes. 

SCIENCES, LITEIl.ATtJRE, AND ARTS. 

Every species of encouragement isgiven ^ 
to the Sciencesy'to L'teraturd, anS to the 
Arts. Honours,^ rewards, useful employ¬ 
ments, confided to Artists that distinguish 
themselves, nothing is neglected. But the 
first of those memorable epochs, formed 
to exalt the noblest emulations, is ar¬ 
rived : the decenhia! prizes are about to 
be distributed by the hand of him, w’ho is 
the fountain of all true glory. They 
would have been distribute^, this day, 
could the Jury have completed their 
labours. His Maje.sty wished no species 
of merit, whether literary, or belonging 
to the sciences and arts, to be unrewarded. 
The Decree of ‘JUh Fructidor, of the j'ear 
12, has been regarded by the Emperor 
merely as an expression of a general sen¬ 
timent. That sentiment has just received 
a full developcment by a late De(*ree," 
augmenting the number of prizes. New 
examinations and new adjudications are 
become necessarJ^ The Emperor wdshes 
to .be certain, that they shall express the 
sentiment of an enlightened public opi¬ 
nion ; and, to acquire this certainty, he 
hasbordered that the works honoured by 
these adjudications, be subjected 
solemn discussion; a dijtinction highly 
flattering to those who.se works are judged 
worthy of the prizes.—.The Museum of 
Natural History has been increased ; that 
of the Arts has received new ricBes by 
the acquisition of the ckfs d’autre of tha 
Borghese Gallery. 

AGRICULTURE. “ 

The propagation of the culture of im* 
proved wool has made new advances, 
arising in a great measure fropi the impor¬ 
tations of Spanish and German flocks.— 
Twenty thousand choice mares have been 
presented to the. twelve hundred stallion$ 
collected in our studs and depots. Pre- 
miuijas have been distributed to the pro¬ 
prietors of the finest breeds.—The cultiva¬ 
tion oY cotton in our Southern Provinces^ 
has hitherto aRbrded nothing but hopet. 
These have not beel^dest^oyed by the two 
exthiord inary seasons of l8(td and 18(>9; 
and that is a grtfatqjoint%arned—Attepipta 
have been made to naturalize indigo.^ 
Erance produce* grau> and wine for her. 
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^ond ■ber consumption. As to wine of 
the first <juality, this has been a well- 
^own fact. But our dependence on 
'^foreign countries for grain has always 
been considered as an established truth. 
How valuable then the experiment we are 
now making.—Some districts indeed find 
it impossible to sell their corn. This is a 
momentary misfortune; but what asource 
of secufity ft)r the fyture«! The scarcities 
most frequently depcmlq^d merely on opi¬ 
nion : it was ^nly requisite to eijligliten 
this, and France, henceforth secure of 
producing an excess beyond her consump¬ 
tion, can no longer be in fear of want.— 
The Emperor has, Tiowever, devoted all 
his solicitude to the present ciiscnmstances. 
Exportation of corn is permitted from a 
great number of points of our frontiers, 
both maritime and terrestrial, provided 
always, that the [nice exceed not certain 
Tates in the neighbouring markets. 

MANUFACTCIIES AND INDLSIRY. 

Industry increases the value of raw ma¬ 
terials by manual labour, an l frequently 
1 in proportions tliatinay be termed ijifinilc. 
. It has constantljf occupied the attention of 
" govbrnmeut. But here the edecl of autho¬ 
rity cannot be a direct influence. Encou- 
’ ragements granted, modifications intro¬ 
duced into the tarifs of the custom-houses, 
whether national or foreign, such arcwits 
means, and such have been its measures. 
It has further watched, with redoubled 
c^re, over the school of arts and trades at 
Crolons, of which the good effects conli- 
. nue to be felt.—M. Richard, Messrs. Ter- 
naux, M. Oberkampt, M. de Neuflize, and 
■ many others, have continued, in their va¬ 
luable establishments, a degree of activity, 
an o^anization, and means of improve¬ 
ment, which render them worthy to be 
cited, ^ley do honour to the nation, and 
contribefte to its prosp*ei ity. 

MINES. 

The mines conceal riches, which, with 
«ut industrj^ would remain buried in tlic 
earth. A legislation for the mines, jx)si- 
tive and clear, will be completed in the 
^ourse of your session. Means for deriving 
from it the earliest benefits are preparods 
‘ France possesses a great number of vlua- 
bie coal-mines, which secure ns from all 
of ever wanting fuel.—-Mines oT cop¬ 
per, lead, and silver are now working : 
others are objects of search and experi¬ 
ment. , * * 

CO^tMERCEf 

Commerce is employed generally in de- 
'‘^ivFng the greatest possible advantage 


from the products^of agriculture anfl la¬ 
bour. Ours undoubtedly suffers from t^e 
extraordinary state^of affairs, which,Arm¬ 
ing as it were two masses, one of the Con¬ 
tinent of ^rope, the other of the .seas, and 
the counties from which those seas* divide 
us, leaves them without any permitted 
communication. Nevertheless, the home 
consumption, in which a much larger num¬ 
ber of individuals participate, since plenty 
(l’ahan*e.) is known to classes hitherto 
strangers to it, and our connections with 
our neighbours maintain a great activity 
in a trade of barter. Our connections 
with the United States of* Araei ica are 
suspended; but, formed by mutual wanis, 
they will .soon resumi! their course. I,yoiii 
beholds tl’.e prosperity of her inauuractures 
rcivive,and icceivcs the onj^-rs of Uormany, 
Iius.sia, and the interior.—Na;ile.s i'urniahes 
us cotton, which her soil daily [)roduci'» 
with increasing abundance, and which di¬ 
minishes the more distant iiDjtorlations. 

FINANCES. - 

The connection of commerce with pim- 
licjcrcdit, will naturally lead your atten¬ 
tion to a i-henomcnon which strikes us less 
at present, because each year re-produces 
it: the exactness of all payments, without 
new^contiibutmiiii, without loans, without 
anticipations,,and in the mid.st of a war lor 
.which, at any other time, the most extra- 
‘ordinnrjr eflVirts would have appeared bo- 
low what such ertterprizes required ; th« 
admirable effect of the, simplicity of, 
springs and movements of a rigorous order; 
and the exactnes.s of calculations, into 
which his Majesty has ngt disdained to 
enter himself. The register of landed pro¬ 
perty' is continued : its advantages are 
ibuno in the sub- repartition of a great num¬ 
ber of cantons and communes; we shall 
soon derive from it the general ameliora 
tion of the land tax, and the just propor¬ 
tion of the contribution to the products^ 
administhation of the interior, anBTus- 

TICE. 

The Administration of the Interior, in 
I has followed the same progress as in 
the preceding years. Order and tranquil¬ 
lity have been maintained ; ju-tice has 
been promptly and equitab!y»administer- 
cA; the name of tbo ^Jmperor has'bcen 
blessed in the bo.sonis of families, rendered 
happy by interior peace. The depart¬ 
ments of J'uscany have received tlio bene¬ 
fits of*gcneral organi.«ation. 

, REI.IOIOIA W0KS4IIP. . • 

*The Governnierit^in ^ts re.spSct fcr con¬ 
science. has not deviated Irwm the litm 

•2 K 2 
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M’iiich it had traced out to itself. Itsprin- arie-s,^ territories, and provinces.—’Tis a-> 
cifiles, with respect to religion, have had benefit, then, to separate reUgioii from 
theii^pplication, this year, as in the pre- wjjat is astranger to her, and to.have re- ^ 
ceding. It does not confine i'sclf to the placed her in her state ipf evangelicals^ 
toleration of all kinds of leligiois forms of purity.—This (Concordat, which cstablish- 
w'orship, it honours and encourages them, ed the religion ot hi ante, was faithfully 
Tile difierent sects of Christianity, founded observed ; nay, the Emperor went heyond 
on th'e morality of the Gospel, are all use- his engagements. The Pope should, there- 
ful to society. The Lulh«!rans of the fore, have on his part ahso fulfniedjts con- ^ 
Eauxbourg .St. Antoine, whose number dilioiis.—Wheneter wo personal’ blame 
amounts to ii.id no temple, aAd, from attached to the Archbishop^ and Bishops, 

time hiimernarial, exercised tlieir worship named ?by the Emperor, he should have 
in tlie Swedish chapel. Their church has installated them w'ithout delay. Ihiscon- 
bceti acknowledged ; their Ministers have, ditioii not being complied with, the Con- 
hten appointed by the Empenir, and are coidat became vijid, and we were re- 
mainUiined at the cxpence of the State.— placed in the sajiafc .situation as we were 
A School of CalvinisycTheology has been previous to* the Concordat of Francis I. 
eslahlishcd at Monlauban.—As to the re- andl.coX. ; this situati jii or regimen is 
ligion witit.'h is^ial of the Emperor, of the founded on the Pragmatic Sanction ot St. 
Royal I'arnily, and of the immense rnajo- Louis, .so mvicii regretted by our churches, 
rily of tlie iVench, it has been tlie object by t!ie College ot Paris, and by the Par- 
of the most assiduous cares of Government, liaments.—incendiury wriiings and hulls. 
New seminaries have heeri I'ormed; in all, in.spircd' by ignorance, and tli.. mostcrimi- 
tiijids have been treated for llic votiih dc.s- nal dereliction oftlie pilncijilesol religion, 
lined for the chinch; tlu; edifices for puli- were liawkwi about in dilVcrent pa ns of the ^ 
lie worsliii) have been repaiix d; and vlie empire. These praducticpis were every ' 
number of succursaUs augmented. The ^whero received with contempt (Uid dig- .* 
pulilic treasury, by taking on itself to pay gttst. Itie facts .spoke too loua for theni- 
the Ministers, has honourajily evoneraied selves; thirty millions of ITenchmen, 
them from being dependent, on the Com- eighteen millions oi Itaiians, anti .so many 
nnme.s. A subsistence has been secured^ j people on tlie, U.Miks of the ‘Vistula, the 
with libefaiiiy, to Curates am! Ministers,'j Eiili and llie Rliine, bear witness to the 
when age and infirmities.inay lem.Qir them j solicilmie wirit which the Erench Govern- 
necer.S'uy.^ In fine, Jiis Majesty has sum- | meiitproieets the religion of our fathers.— 
•nioned several Archbishops and lli.shops to The foresigiit and wisdom of our ances^ii 
the Senate and Council of the University, sheltered us from the iiitiingements of 
He proposes to summon them to bis Privy Gregory \TI. and of tiroae, w ho cherish 
Council (Coii.seil d’Etat.)—lli.s Rlajesty his opinions. The Boilionne, tVie College 
has had some diflererices with the Save- of Paris, and the Gallican church, never 
reign of Rome, as a Temporal'Sovereign, acknowledged any of tliosc , mongtrous 
Cou.stant in Ris resolutibns, <lie Emperor principles.—Kings are only accountable 
has de.f<;nded*lhc rights of his crown, and to God; and the Pope must, according to 
of his people. He has done what is re- the prin.ciples of Jesus Christ, give, nice 
tmired by the, great political system which others, to Cmsar, what is due to Cmsar. 
isttyreneraiing the West; but without The temporal crown and the .sceptre of 
touching spiritual [)i‘iiiciple.s.—Every one this world were not put into liis liatuls by 
knows the evils faused to religion, hy h^o> whose will it was tiiat hc'^.shoulu call 
the temporal sovereignty of the Pope ,! hiiiiself the servant of the .servants of 
Mnthout this, half Europe would not 'be God, and who recommended to him at 
separated from the Catholic Church..ji- all tfmes, charity'aiid humility.—As Lgr.- 
There was but one mean of .saving her ilcfrauce* favours fanaticism, his Majesty . 
for ejer froB) su li great dangers, and of has firdcred, that the principles of the 
reconciling the iiiterests of the State, wi^li Colley of I^iris, and of the declaration 
those of religion. It was needful that the the Clergy of 1082, shall be taitght in 
successor of St. Peter should be a pastor seminaries. lie wished to oppose the. in- 
' like St. Peter, w'ho, solely occupiet^ with flueijce of a soundj^lpctrine to the tendency 
tlW*kajvation ot*so.u1|, and with spiritual of the weaknesg of which induces 

— intere..sts, might cease to be agitatedhim to turn the mo.st sacred things to the 
worldly ideas, by p’retlhsions to sovo- advantage of the vilest interests.—^His, 
^rciguty,aiid*by disputes concerumgbound- Majesty has done much for religion ; hji 




imenttoa W io <]o still more; and, ac¬ 
cording «« the thirty millions of ecclesias¬ 
tic pensions become extinct, he intends to 
jBeTOte 'that sugi to the benefit of th% 
'chorch. One sole obligation has been 
/imposed by the Divine Law, which is, 
that priests should live by the altar, and 
be attentive tosuch things only as concern 
btheir ho!^ functions. 

» * W/S41, * 

While the F^^iperor was tlius preparing 
ill the irnpiovcmcnts, which cveiy year of 
his reign secures to France; while the 
annual execution of the laws^Which relate 
to the conscription, without an^difficulty 
or obstruction, kt pt obil legions com¬ 
plete ; om* eneiniesj’ whoifrerhft, were 
al.)out to try his gigantic eftorts. But we 
Ii.ave already 4 ;alled it to your recollection, 
that shortly after having opened your 
Sossitm of ISOS, the Emperor deiealej the' 
Spanish armies, entered Madrid, and placed 
his broilier on th.e throne. By a sudden 
and skilful inarch he induced the English 
^troops to advance, and then pursued them 
'witlni^ailowingJ-bc least breailiing tinie 
sto/he irojitiers of (lallicia, iiiude a great 
mun&cr of prisoners, and took their hos- 
|:ii4al5, iTfhggage and ammuniticiVk He then 
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and Italy were invaSed, without any Sle^ 
claration of war, and men were slaii) 
without knowing they had eneiflies 
to combat; a conduct, w hich will be 


insurgents with 


e^ur^ by 


branded with the severest cer 
posterity.—^I’hc Emperor left Palis on 
the 18th without guards, without equip¬ 
age, and without troops; his aruries, 
hastily assembled from the difi'erent 
parts of fjermany, fled astonished at 
the unfoitisecn aggression, and at the mul¬ 
titude of enemies who surrounded them 
on all sides. Hatisbon had been taken, 
with one of the finest regiments of tlie 
army; but the news of Ifis Majesty’s 
arrival reached the troops, and flew 
through all the ranks. The Emperor hav¬ 
ing, by his ascustornefl manteuvres, sepa¬ 
rated two corps of the enenhy’s army, an4 
beaten them on the 20lh, near Abensberg ; 
on the 21st he marched against Landshut, 
rendered himself master of that town and 
of the bridge across the Iser, the head¬ 
quarters and centra! point of the enemyj^ 
operations; interccjUed by this move- 
rn lit the communication of the enemy’s 
jjirmy, and took his baggage, his pontoons, 
and his hospitals. On the 22d, he inarch-^ 
ed to EckmuhL tnrntd the left of the 


ohiaiueil t'iie knowledge'of the tiSs^y, byi Archduke Charfes’s army, reduced to four 
whicii the Ciourt of Viemia - -- .- 


supply the Juiiias of the 
100,000 staiuU of arms. He also learned 
that Aiistriii was taking up arms, am! that 
liesmrmamcnts had already spread the ut¬ 
most consternatiiin through the Stales of 
the Conlederacy*. He immediately sus¬ 
pended Ids triumphant march, left liis 
armies in Spain, and thought that his pre¬ 
sence ^rouid be sufficient to destroy liis 
enemies —Sturdy, his Majesty never gave 
to Europe a more striking proof of the 
greatncss/if his charatiter, and the power 
of bis genius. E'ghty regiments of those 
veteran troops, wjio had conquered at 
Ulm, Austerli-lz, .lena, and Fri'ediand, re¬ 
mained in .Sptiin, and hr* put himself at tlu^ 
head of the troops of his allies, and •liis 
recruits,—Yon recollect. Gentlemen, the 
?fni.asiness, which wo airfblt, and which 
.gained .so much ground, when Europe su)!-* 
po^ d, for mo^nenf, that a nation, wfiieh 
him been so frequently deftated,, and 
owed its existence to the generosity 
of fhir Sovereign, would defeat our allies, 
and penetrate into ous territory, 'i’he 
Emperor of Au.st4», wltjj an army of 
S00,00n men, the prodig'ous and miracu- 
JhrtlVcflbrt of paper money, fancied he was 
marching to a certain victory. Bav.arii 


.T,gefr“to|T?)rps by the separation of the two others. 


routed that aimv, leek 30,000 prisoners 
with iwiPpieccs of caniiiiM, and the same 
evening arrived in the pliiin of RiUyibOn, 
where he rested in the hoad'qiJarters of < 
Prince Charles. On the 23d, he closely pur¬ 
sued the enemy, destroyed the Austrian 
liorse, and took Ratisbon apd the 12,0(X) 
men whom tlie enemy had leftin that place, 
—in 48 hours, the Austrian^irmy, stVickas 
it were by a thunderbolt, saw its fate de¬ 
cided. ()f six corp.s, wdiich tompo’Sed it, 
eacii 40,000 strong, five were already de¬ 
feated, reduced to half their number,*and 
separated from each other. The rer gauj i*^ 
of the four corps were driven to the Bw- 
nube, and the two others to the Inn, with¬ 
out bridges, ivithout magazines, and with¬ 
out hospitals. The ruuKJtir of these disas¬ 
ters soon reached the ears of the Sovereign 
of Austria, and in less than two days the 
most profound consternation sueceedei^the 
most foolish presumption. In the mean 
time the 8th and 9th corps, which formed 
the Austrian army of Italy, had surpriSed 
our trqppsf who were far from expecting 
such treacherous proceedings, blockatlM 
kl’aia;* Nova and Venice, aifd rqache^, on 
the 28th of April*, the Adige.—Tht Bm- 
peror’niiiun was no^longer dohbtful j af> ^ 
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fer* having defeated ?the grand army of 
^he Archduke Charles^ and driven four of 
hjs»corps to Bohemia, he pursued the 
two qorns, which fell back to the Inn, 
marched to Salzburgh, Linfz, .Upper Aus¬ 
tria, and*Styria, in order to t«rn the Aus¬ 
trian army of ItaljS and secure his own 
army and h}« dominions in Italy, which are 
so dear to bis heart.—One month had scarce 
elapsed, since the unjust aggression of the 
Austrian army, when Vienna was bom¬ 
barded, and compelled to open its gates 
and bow to our victorious arms—The 
Ai&trian army of Italy soon perceived,^ 
that its flanks were uncovered, and felt 
the necessity of falling back; Cte Viceroy, 
who defeated the enemy on the banks of 
tlie Piave, on the !^ric Alpa, and in Car- 
niola, pushed ^ to the frontiers of Styria, 
and formed a junction with the grand army. 

Shortly after he defeated the enemy in 
the interior of Hungary. The battle nf 
Raab was the celebration of the me mora¬ 
ine anniversarjr of Marengo, and Fried- 
land \ which induced the Emperor to 
write to his adopted son—' Your victory 
is a grand-daughter of Marengo.’—^The 
scattered remains of the different enemy’s^ the world, attracts all our atteatibn. 
“corps could not have rallied, and would '' 

have been taken and disamed, had not a 


fortuitous event, the rise c^f the Darmbtj^j 
which overflowed its banks, arrested the 
French army- The genius of war, and 
thofflorts of^art, overcame those unforeseen 
obsla^eiRr •Ii^tbe profession of arms, it is 
at times necessary to join the courage and 
force of the lion to the cunning and pru¬ 
dence of the i^x.—The battle of Wagram, 
followed by the armistice of Znaim, made 
the ariAs dropl'rom the hands of the ene¬ 
my ; he had- no other Aope, left than the 
generosity of the conquerors, which he 
had so often slighted.—By the peace of 
Vienna, France and her allies have ob- 
T^ine d considerable advantages, and the 
CSSlioent of^urope has regained tran¬ 
quillity and peace. Let us hope that this 

g eace will be more permanent than that of 
resburgbi and that the men who deluded, 
the Cabinet of Vienna, after the pe4ce-of 
Presburgh, will not succeed in deceiving 
it again afi^ir that of Vienna. They would 
pronounce the dpom of their master ;*for 
France, ever great, powerful and strong, 
wii! always know how to destroy^ and 
counteract the conibinations and intrigdes 
•Uter enemiesy-^England has wasfed con- 
sider&l^le treaBW,s ;^tie has lost the flower 
offlierarmy;' sh%]:^1;e«*ikled to thelE&g- 
Iksh nMion flie secr^ . of the sen^m ents 


Which attach the French to their (SoveriH 
ment and their Emperor, '^ese arclhe 
only fruits of her foolish enterprjse. Among 
tfie depurtments of anciei^ Ffaftct^ 
of tlie Channel and the North, and amonj^ 
the new departments, that of the Lys, have, 
distinguished themselves. Some, districts 
of the Sane only shewed a different dispo¬ 
sition, instead of hastening to defend their, 
country, they rose in,open rebellilijn. His 
Majesty has ordj|red raililary commissions 
to try, those evil-disposea citizens. A 
Counsellor of State has been sent thither 
to take the itCcessary depositions. The. 
commune ^d privattl^individuals who have 
tlms inis(/nduct^ 'themselves, shall be 
for fifteen y««flrsdepriiied of thsir rights of 
citizens, and shall be subjected to a double 
contribution; over their doors shall be 
written—‘ This is not a Frent^t Commune.* 
—His Majesty has also ordered plans to 
be laid before him of monuments, to be 
erected ht Arras, Banger, and Lfsle, tend¬ 
ing to preserve the memory of sentiments, 
which have given him so much satisfac¬ 
tion.—But the momentous influence of the 
events of the yea* 1809, on the ‘late of 


POLITICS. 


The,Jplic^y olv Warsaw has teen en- 
with a pprt of Gallicia. It would 
have' been easy for the Emperor to'unite 
all Gallicia with that state j but he would 
not do any thing which could excite thE 
least uneasiness in the mind of his ally, 
the Emperor of Russia. Nearly all Gal¬ 
licia of'the first partition Jras been left to 
Austria. His Majesty never entertained 
the idea of restoring the kingdom of Po¬ 
land. What the Emperor has done for 
New Gallicia was prescribed to hftn by 
sound policy as well as honour. He 
could not surrender to the vcri^eance -of 
an implacable Prince* people whd had dis¬ 
played such fervent .■'eal for the cause of 
France .—A young Austrian Prince, the 
.^pie who commanded in 1^1 m in 1805, 
as arrogant as he is ignorant and unac¬ 
quainted with the art of war, did only 
knowhow to get himself defeated, vritfi 
M0,000» men, by Prince Joseph PoiiTa- 
tovvsky, who had only 13,000 under his 
orders. Tlirough the unsLlful*combina¬ 
tion cipher General, Austria lost West tt"!- 
licia; the inhabitant of which shook..4<ff. 
Wit|i enthusiasiq,, the iron yoke which 
bore them down. * It,was the Emperor’s 
duty not to Bab|e(H thetfi to it again.. It is 
Hi$ Majes^’a wish, that, under the 
Gpvernmant of the King of Saxony,Ah*' 



inhabitants of the Grand Duchj^f Warsaw 
secure ,tliehr tranquillity, and enjoy theif 
fertiinate situation, without giving their 
otif any ^use of uneasiness.—TKh 
of Bavaria, Westphalia, Wuftem- 
bergh, and the rest of the Princes .ot the 
Confederation, will all obtain an accession 
ol territory. It would undoubtedly have 
been ea^ for France to extend her fron¬ 
tiers b^^bnd* the ;«but that river 

remains the invariable linyt of the neigh¬ 
bouring statesNnd^of^her empire,*—The 
Hanse Towns shall preserve their inde¬ 
pendence ; they shall servers a medium 
of the reprisals of drar, witnYegard to 

Englaji^_Peace shall \mme^tely Ije 

concluded fwith Svasden. ilwiBiiig^iall 
changed in the political relations i^lie 
Confederatioi^of the Rhine, and the Hel¬ 
vetic Confederacy. For the first time, 
sines the days of the Romans, all Italy 
will again be subject to the same system. 
The re-union of the estates of Rome was 
requisite to elfect thiij^measure. They in¬ 
tersect the. Pcniusula from the Mediter- 
.ranean as far as the i^riatic Sr.a; and 
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as 

^istofTTbas evinced tlni 
innilbdiatC intercourse' 


tnportanco; of an 
botviccn Upper 



Pope * suddenly changing his opinion, 
formed a formidable league against him. 
The retreat of the King being intercepted, 
Rfc could ofdy rcrurn to France, by march- 
ingSiver the necks of the confederates, 
hea»led by the^ Pope.—But wherefore 
should we seek for examples in the history 
of Chttylcs VIII.; of Louis XII. ; of 
Francis I. ? Have we not seen, incur days, 
the Polie protecting the English in his 
capital, who from this asylum, were agi¬ 
tating th^ kingdom of 'Naples, and the 
kiiig3ora'‘of Itaiwji^istribiiting money 
and poignards to tlie assassins w’ho slaugh¬ 
tered our soldiers in the vallieit of Cala¬ 
bria ? 'f he Epiperofciias demanded of the*| 
Pope to shut his ports against the EngBsit; 
who could 

wpuld hai^e - _ 

proposed to him to forrii a league, oflbnsiv* 
and defensive, with the kingdom of Naples 
and^that oMtaly^ The Pope has rejected 
proposal. No circumstance has oc- 
cuHad since the peace ^Presburg, wherein 
the Court of Rome has not evinced jts 
hatred against Franej. Whatever power 
happens to preponSerateiifltaly becomes 
irapoediately her enemy, henoe'^M/ore the 
■ilMtle of Auvterlita^ befort that wFried-i 


land, the. Emperor received frpija Rbi&i 
briefs replete with acrimony.-^We next 
beheld the Pope con^daining of the 
ciples of toleration, sacred by the code rf 
Napoleon ; we beheld him ris^ againat 
the organic laws which governed the 
interior of the empire, and in which, 
under no title whatever, had he any ri^ht 
to interfere; we saw him cast firebrande 
in our provinces, and thus endeavour to 
occasion*divisions in, and to shake the 
great empire; and it is not to be doubted 
what he womd have done, had any mi- 
portant ba™ been lost. The Court^f 
Rome has i^ciled its secret sentiments too 
much. Shelias not been able to disown tbe 
services r«4pred by the Emperor to 
religion ; this ffiptive of acknow¬ 
ledgment, which should 4iave been so 


powerful over the Chief of the Church, 
could not overcome the hatred of the 
temporal sovereign. Convinced of thesa 
truths, sacred by thi history of former 
times and by our own experiencci thg 
Emperor had only two ways to chuse 
—either to create a patriarchy, and se- 
I parate France from every relation with 
|*a Power inimical to her, and tvhich cHa, 
deavoured to ‘ annoy her, or to destroy a 
temporal sovereignty, the only source of 
iwtfc hatred of the Court of Rome against 
France. The first measure would have 
occasioned dangerous discussions, and 
alarmed seme consciences. The 
has rejected it. The second ^STtne ex¬ 
ercise of rights which are inherent to his 
Imperial Crown ; and for which the Em¬ 
peror is accountable to no oite* The Em¬ 
peror has adopted it. Neither the Pope, 
nor any other priest in the^«mpire,\tH^t 
;to^njoy any .temporal sovereignty. Never 
shall the Emperor acknowledge the right 
of the triple crown; he acknowledges only 
the spiritual mission given to the paftors 
erf the cKurch b^ Jesus Christ, and which 
St. Pq^er, and his pious successors, have'^ 
holily filled, to the great advantage of re¬ 
ligion.—The kingdom of Naples, during 
have thoi^ht that the Pope^ ^sCnt year, nas acqvired a new. con- 
Kjected his d«(pand ?.,He ^afi i^enl^. The King has evinced peculiar 
“ ■ atteoition in the organization of his domi¬ 

nions. He has re-established order in all 
the 1}ranches of .administration. H^fiai 
repressed peculation, and his people, from 
the hipest class^o the lowest, have nia&i' 
fested sentioienc, .l !. 


_ _which constituted their 

praise, and, at Rife same Ume, the praifua* 
of their r * ~ ‘ 
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3^p«ror. The Archbishop of Naples has 
|>eea the'i|ily ecclesiastic who refused the 
eatli which he owed to the Sovereign. In 
vain have the Theol<%ians endeavoured to, 
convince him j be has pergisted in his 
error'. His uncommon ignoraigce has been 
the subject of satire among those by whom 
hediad been raised lo so elevated a rank. 

—Holland is, in fact, but a portion of 
France. This country is defined .'by say¬ 
ing that it is the Alluvion of thejiliine, of 
the Maese, ahd of the Sch'^l'dt-; that is to 
sav, ofthe main arteries ot^ the empire; 
thW nullity of its custoin-houg(',s, the dispo¬ 
sitions of itssegents, and the jJirit of its in-, 
habitants, which tends conlini^.lly towards 
a fraudulent intercourse withA'ingland ; all 
have combined to «cnder tjj^rinterdiction 
®f thetrafiic (d’tlie'Kliine and of theWeser, 
a duty. Holland, tlius bruised between 
trance and England, is deprived, both of 
the advantages contrary lo our general sys¬ 
tem, and which she must renounce, as well 
as of those which .she might enjoy. It is 
time that all this should be restored to its 
Batural order. His Majesty has been 
pleased to insure also, in a conspicuous 
niani:^.<ihc advantages of the Act of tlnp 
‘iielv'etic Confederacy, bj annexing to his 
ether titles, that of Mediator of ywiti^cr- 
land. It is enough to say to the cf)]oiii|j 


that happiness will be iosf to them the mo¬ 
ment that they touch this Pf^ladmm -of 
th^ir independence. *The Pont de Bale 
has'*^'!«w» l^equent opportunifies to {he 
French troops for violating tise Helvetic 
territory. It was necessary to them, in 
order to cross tlie Rhine. His Majesty has 
just ordered ^iie building of a permanent 
Iiridsift at Jlliiiiigue. The Illyrian pro¬ 
vinces pov^ev Italy, .afford it a iiflNtct 
intercourse* with Halmalia, procure ns 
a point of immediate contact with the em- 
pine of Constantinople, which, for so many 
reasons, and ancient interests, r.«uice was 
llesirous of ,piaintaining and pro^-^cting. 
Both Spain ‘and Portugal are the theatre 
of a furious revolution; the numerous 
agents of England stem and feed the fire 


peace. Should Spain lote lier colotkies, ft 
will hie throi^h her own The 

Emperor will never oppose''^ independ- 
•nce pF 4he continenml natioiliBf Arnett 
ca ; «^his independence belongs to thP heC 
cessary order of events; it is connected 
with justice ; it is connected with the in¬ 
terest, well understood, of all the powers. 
France has established the independence 
of the United,Est',|tes of North America. 
France has cpntrihTv.ed to its ail^menta- 
tion of several j^roliiifliAs^yShe will be al¬ 
ways "ready to defend her work ;* her 
power does not depend on nSonopoly ; she 
Ixas no inWt^est contSary to justice; no¬ 
thing th^’can cofttfibute to the lia|ipiHcss 
df be agamst the^; itllperity 

of |tancc, who will always be rich enough 
when she will see lierself treat'd upon an 
c<|ua] footing by all nationsrand iuall the 
European markets.—Wlicther the people 
of Mexico and Peru wish to be united to 
the metropolis, or whether they.desire to 
erect tiieinselyes into an exalted and no¬ 
ble independence, f ranee will never ofi- 
pose it, providedfthese peojdo do not form 
any connection Yrit'i Rng|antl. ntjoiiutee' 
has nonceil to ve;r her neighbours, vti, to 
'impose tyrto ...y'iCl laws on tlichi, tp ensure 
her comtitvhce instil prosperitv.-r-vV'o h5^e 


of 


Martinisjue and Cny- 
( 4 {_me. They Yii-ve both b(ten badly de¬ 
fended. The cireumstiinces w'hidi have 
deprived us of them,.are an ehjcct of u sy- 
vere inquiry ; not (hat their loss is of ai.v 
weight in the,seals of geueial aliinry'-for 
they will be restored to us, in a more ilou- 
rishing condition, at life time of peace, 
than they were at the time when the’ were 
taken—To conclude,, peace has brought 
back again the I'Imperor among as All 
the Estate-bodies have laid down tlteir ho¬ 
mages at the foot, of liis thronp. iiis an¬ 
swer is engraved ^ your hcaVis. That 
Monarch, who exc^s^b a greatest adnin > 
tion, the greatest enVhisiasra, is he who is 
Ualso wortliy of more love. He has .said so 
^ti^us; He places, bu iFaf which he in¬ 
spires, all his l)opos/i happi:;jess. French- 
v^ich they havelighted. The t'je> thiyj^ J-.as o»ee b^eii deceiyed, 

j i*."'? .ts.serted, that ctlTex princes 


the power, and the calm moderation bf, 
the Empqfor, will restore to them da!ys of 


jvhciiche 
ha(^ been hajipier than he. 
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